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# PM inaugurates Phase I of Delhi NCR' 2nd airport at Jewar
¥ ‘Govt working to shield common man from Gulf war burden’

Modi urges unity amid global
crisis to attain ‘V'k5|t Bharat’

SHASHI BHUSHAN
MNEW DELHI, MARCH 28

Urging citizens to work
with dedication and unity
to tackle global challenges,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday said
that the povernment pri-
oritises securing India's
interests and safeguarding
families and farmers”.
Addressing a gathering at
the inauguration of the
Noida International
Alrport in Jewar, Mr Mod|
said achieving a “Viksit
Bharat™ will require unity
among 1.4 billion citizens
to collectively face global
challenges,

Calling for collective
effort and natlonal unity
in the face of global chal-
longes, the Prime
Minister said that he had
spoken at  length in
Parliament and held
detalled discussions with
the chief ministers about
tackling the crisis arising
from the ongoing conflict
in West Asia,

The Prime Minister
stressed that the govern
ment s committed to
enhancing citizens' con-
venience by saving time
and reducing costs. He
appealed to the people o
face the global impact of
the war in the Gulf region
with a calm mind and
patienee and callisd it the
greatest  strength  of
Indians.

In his address, Mr Modi
reiterated that only “the
interest of Indians and the
interest of India are the
policy and strategy of the
government of India™. He
also urged political par
ties, particularly in Uttar
Pradesh, to refrain from
making irresponsible
statements during such
times,

“1 also want to say with
insistence to all political
parties of UP and the
country avoid saying
sich things in this kind of
crisis which are harmful
B Tum to Page 4

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with civil aviation minister Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Naidu,
Uttar Pradesh chief minister Yogi Adityanath, deputy CM Keshav Prasad Maurya, gover-
nor Anandiben Pate| and others during the inauguration of the Noida Intermational

Airport in Jewar, Gautam Buddha Nagar district, on Saturday.

Airport to be launchpad for

UP’s economic growth: Yogi

CM slams Cong, SP, a.ays UP overcame pohf.y pamlym

Moida/Lucknow, March

28 Uttar Pradesh chief

minister Yogi Adityanath
on Saturday said the
newly inaugurated Nojda
International Alrport a
Jewar would act as a
*launchpad”™ for the
state's economic growth,
boosting investment,
trade and employment
while giving Uttar
Pradesh a new global
itdentity.

Addressing a public
gathering during the
inauguration ceremony
attended by Prime
Minister Narendra Modl,
Mr Adityanath congratue
lated him for taking the
state’s aviation sector to

*new heights” through
the praject,
He said that despite

global instability and ris-
ing fuel prices in many

People gather at the newly-constructed Noida Alrport in

Jewar on Saturday.

eountries, Indin has man-
aged to maintain stable
petroleum prices and an
uninterrupted supply due
to the Prime Ministor's
“viglonary leadership”
over the past decade.

- PTI

Mr Adityanath stated
that the airport s part of a
broader vision to trans-
form India into a devel-
oped nation, noting that
such infrastructure
B Turmn to Page 4

PM urges unity amid global crisis for ‘Viksit Bharat’
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for the country. Whatever is
in favour of Indians, whatey-
er is in the interest of India
that alone is the policy and
strategy of the government of
Indiz. Those who indulge in
rhetoric for politics will get
some numbers In political
debate, but the people of the
country never forgive actions
that harm the country™ Mr
Modi sald.

The Prime Minister men-
tioned that even during the
corona pandemic, some peo-
ple spread rumours and lies
about the vaccine so that the
governments work becomes
difficult and the country suf-
fers loss. “What was the
result? The public rejected
such politics during elec-
tlons. 1 am Mully confldent
that all political partiesof the
country will also learn a les-
son from this, and they will
give strength and power to
the united efforts of the coun-
try" he said.

The Prime  Minister
observed thot the entire
world is deeply concerned
today with a war raging in
West Aszia for over a month,
creating crises of essential
commuodities. including food,
petrol, diesel, gas, and fer-
tilisers, in many countries
He noted that India Imports a
very large guantity of crude
oil and gas from the conflict-
affected region buot assured,
“The government is taking
every possible step to ensure
that the burden of this crisis
does not fall on ordinary fam-
Hlies and farmers.”

Underscoring India's con-

tinued momentum of rapid
development even during
times of global crisis, the
Prime Minister pointed out
that in western Utiar Pradesh
alone, this is the fourth major
project to be either inaugu.
rated or have its foundation
stone laid In recent weeks.

“During this perlod, the
foundation stone of a major
semiconductor factory In
Noida was laid. The country’s
first Delhi-Meerut Namo
Bharat train gained speed,
the Meerut Moetro  was
expanded and today the
Noida International Airport
i being inaugurated,” Mr
Modi highlighted.

Elaborating on the history
of the airport project, Mr
Mod] recalled that the Jewar
alrport was approved by for-
mer P Atal Bihari Vajpayes
as early as 2003, “And as soon
as the current government
was formed here, the founda-
tiom was Inid, construction
happened, and now it has
started operations,”™ he sadd.

Drawing attention to the
region’s emerging role as a
logistics hub, the Prime
Minlster pointed out that
this area |5 becoming the hub
of two major frelght corri-
dors, special rallway tracks
laid for goods trains, which
have enhanced North India’s
connectivity with the seas of
Bengal and Gujarat.

Mr Modi noted that Dadri is
the strategic point where
both these corridors con-
verge, meaning whatever
farmers grow and industries
produce here can now reach
every corner of the world

swiftly by land and bv air
“This kind of multi-modal
connectivity is making UP a

major attraction for
investors  worldwide,” he
explained.

Acknowledging the contri-
bution of sugarcane farmers
to reducing India’s depend-
ence on crude ofl, Mr Modi
stated that without the
Increase In ethanol produc-
tion and its blending with
petrol, India would have had
to import an additional four
and a hall crore barrels,
approximately 700 crore
litres of crude oil annually
*The hard work of our farm-
ers has given the country this
enormous relief during the
time of crisis,” he said.

The Prime Minister further
elaborated that ethanol has
not only benefited the nation
but has also greatly benefited
farmers, with approximately
?1.5lakh crores worth of for-
eiEn exchange being saved.

Recalling the earlier dayvs
when sugarcane farmers had
to wait for vears for thelr
dues, Mr Modi said, “Today,
thanks to the eforts of the
current government. the con-
ditlon of sugarcane farmers
has improved significantly,”

Emphasising that airports
are not merely amenities but
catalvsts for progress, the
Prime Minister pointed out
the remarkable expansion of
India’s aviation infrastruc-
ture, Highlighting that there
are more than 160 alrports in
the country, Mr Modi
remarked thal air connectivi-
tv s now reaching not just
metropolitan eities but also

smaller towns.

Underscoring the unprece-
dented investment in modern
infrastructure for a Viksit
Bharat, the Prime Minister
shared that over the past 11
vears, the infrastructure
budget has been increased
more than sixfold, with 217
lakh crores spent on high-
ways and expressways and
over 1 lakh km of highwavs
constructad, He noted that
rallway electrification has
expanded from 20,000 km
before 2004 to over 40,000 km
gince then, with nearly 100
per cent of the broad-gauge
network now electrified

The Prime Minister high-
lighted that for the first time,
the Kashmir Valley and the
capitals of the North-Enst are
being connected to the rail
network, while port capacity
has more than doubled in the
past decade and the number
of inland waterwayve contin.
ues 10 Brow.

The new airport iz envi.
sioned as a  multi-modal
transport hub with seamless
connectivity through road,
rail, metro and regional
transport systems.

According to an offielal
statement, the project
includes a multi-modal cargo
hub with an initial handling
capacity of over 25 lakh met-
ric tonnes annually, expand.
ahle to around 18 lakh metric
tonnes,

The statement added that
the atrport’s initlal passenger
handling capacity will be 12

million  passengers per
annum {MPPA), scalableup to
70 milllon MPPA
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projects are driving growth
ACI0Ss various seclors.

“This new airport will place
Uttar Pradesh firmly on the
global aviation map and repre-
sents a new chapter of develop-
ment,” he said. Highlighting
future expansion plans, he said
the airport is currently starting
operations with one runway
and will soon have a second,
while in the long term it is envi-
sioned to have up to five run-
ways, establishing itself as a
major global aviation hub.

Taking a swipe at previous
governments of Congress and
the Samajwadi Party, he alleged
that Uttar Pradesh had long suf-
fered due to “policy paralysis
and misgovernance”, but had
now emerged as a “break-
through state” under the dou-
ble-engine government over the
past few vears,

The CM noted that the founda-
tion stone of the airport was
laid by Mr Modi on November
25, 2021, and the inauguration of
its first phase within a few
vears reflects the pace of devel-
opment. “When determination
is strong and confidence is
unwavering, no goal is unat-
tainable. Jewar Alrport is a
result of that resolve turning
into reality,” he said.

Hq sald the airport’s runway
would not only boost the state's
economy but also serve as a
gatewayv to a brighter future,
accelerating investment and
creating large-scale employ-
ment opportunities.

He highlighted the airport’s
strategic connectivity through
the Yamuna Expressway and its
integration with major upcom-
ing infrastructure projects,
including the Delhi-Mumbai
Expressway, Eastern
Peripheral Expressway, Ganga
Expressway, Regional Rapid
Transit System (RRTS) and the
proposed Delhi-Varanasi high-
speed rail corridor:

He said the project would gen-
erate employment for lakhs of
vouth, both directly and indi-
rectly, while also attracting
investment in sectors such as
manufacturing and logistics,

Referring to recent develop-
ments, the chiel minister sald
groundwork has already begun
youth, both directly and indi-
rectly, while also attracting
investment in sectors such as
manufacturing and logistics,

Referring to recent develop-
ments, the chiel minister said
groundwork has already begun
for a semiconductor manufac-
turing unit near the airport,
along with plans for multiple
industrial clusters, including
apparel parks, medical device
parks, toy parks, MSME parks
and handicraft hubs. PTl
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‘Sarus-inspired logo gives Noida
airport distinct global identity’

Symbolises tradition & regional tdenmy bays UP govt

Noida, March 28: The
Noida International
Airport, inaugurated by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday, has
adopted a Sarus-inspired
logo that reflects Uttar
Pradesh's cultural her-
itage along with its aspi-
rations for modern, sus-
tainable development.

According to a statement
issued by the state govern-
ment, the airport’s logo
features the Sarus crane

- the state bird — as its
central motif, symbolising
tradition, ecological bal-
ance and regional identity,

The government said the
logo has been designed
with sleek and unified
lines to represent speed,
connectivity and world-
class infrastructure, in
line with the airport's
positioning as a major
global aviation hub.

A blue-green gradient in
the design reflects a blend
of technology and envi-
ronmental consciousness,
underscoring the state’s
emphasis on sustainable
and green development.

“The flving Sarus in the
logo symbolises progress,

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Civil aviation minister
Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Maidu, Uttar Pradesh governor
Anandiben Patel and others during the inauguration of
newly constructed Noida International Airport on
Saturday.

confidence and an Uttar
Pradesh moving towards
new heights,” the state-
ment said, adding that the
logo aligns with the vision
of transforming the state
into a global centre for
investment and connectivi-
ty.

The logo also seeks Lo
project the concept of
"development with her.
itage”, highlighting the

- PTI

government’s focus on
preserving cultural iden-
tity alongside infrastrue-
ture growth.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath had approved
the Sarus-based logo in
December 2020, envision-
ing it as a marker of the
state’s growth trajectory
and rising global profile,
according to officials.

— PTI
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Addl flights to

B’luru from Navi
Mumbai airport

MAN] MLUMBAIL DHYS

1.'r|'_..:u.||,|:u will el aodi-
Blil'ln.'ll thzhis 16 ehe Mass

Mumbal Internatiomsal
Alrport {(MMIA} ar Ulwe In
Ruigad district as Mumbais
screond nirport announced its
firsz summmeer schedule.

Efeetive from Murch 28 o
Dctober 243, the NMIA is ex
panclimig s chnestic nefwank
L 4G destinuoms,

The sehedule adds 30 ney
dimostic TOLRCs, |:uhi|.|.;.;_ thse
airportioamixef commercial,
toerism and religions cenimres
across India.

Among Indian cites, Dethd
(99, G (7). Bengalurn (Ghand

Caschin (5) will have the larg
rst-share ol daily deparinres,
Follivwred Slpsely by Hyderalad,
EKolkaty, Lacknow, Yarans
and Tndowe,

Theee Indian earriers—
Inditen, Akasa Air and Air
Inclin Express—will aporote
additionzl flights from the
pirport during this period, in
ETEASING CFaCiry ingd networs
CIWETEE,

Fleghpopes atinms are expect-
el b0 sl g i LOS2 weekly
ani tralTae :I||.ll.'-:.'|1|.¢'|!|l_~+.'|l'|l|.|.'||:|
avernie of |56 moverents per
day, an NMIA spokesperann
said,

Average daily departures
nre praected (o rse from 32

at kaunch o T8 by April 2026,
MALEA, which began commers
vial eperatens on December
25, MEAS, iE rammng up ea-
iy simcler e first summe
schedule

I Expansion 18 expected
Lo RprOve EONICCIVITY Across
Tier-1and Tier-2 citics and sup-
Pt rising passenger demand
in the Mumba Metropolitan
Hemion (MMRE]L one of Inde’s
targest urban and ecomsEnic
bk

[ MMILA was frrially in-
augurated by Prime Minister
Maremdra Maodi on Ocraber B,
2025, and it starved eoimmer-
cial epratbons on December
25, M5
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Sky is the Limit
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Uttar Pradesh governor Anand|ben Patel, chief minister Yogi Adityanath,

deputy CM Brajesh Pathak and others during the inauguration of the first phase of Noida international
Alirport at Jewar, Gautam Buddh Nagar district, on Saturday, FULL REPORAT »+ 3
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FLIGHTS TO COMMENCE AFTER A MONTH

After A 25-year Wait,
NCR GetsaNew Alrport

Jewar Airport in Noida to start with initial capacity of 12 million passengers a year and around
10 flight departures and arrivals a day; Airport expected to handle 70 million flyers annually

Our Bureau

New Delhi: Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi on Saturday inau-
gurated Noida International
Airport, fulfilling the National
Capital Region’s wait for a se-
cond airport nearly 25 years af-
ter it was initially proposed.

The new airportat Jewar in No-
idawillstart withaninitial capa-
city of 12million passengersaye-
ar. When the four phases are
completed, it would handle 70
million flyers annually with six
runways.

Initially slated to open in Septem-
ber 2024, the airport missed multi-
ple deadlines as the pandemic ear-
lier this decade hit supply of const-
ruction materials and regulatory
approvals took longer than usual.

Commencement of flights will
take around one more month as
the airport is still awaiting some
regulatory approvals including
clearanceof security programme.

The airport will initially start
with around 10 daily departures
and arrivals each and will gradu-
ally expand capacity.

Zurich Airport International
AG, which won the bid to build
and operate the airport for 40 ye-
ars 1n 2019, has invested around
¥7,200 crore in thefirst phase.

While billed as a second airport
to Delhi’s Indira Gandhi interna-
tional Airport, it is around 75 km

Ready to
Fly High

Noida Airport Passenger
Footfall Projection

Phase 1 will
cater to 12 million
passengers per year

Phase 2

30 million passengers per year g

Phase 3

Ultimate
capacity of
70 million
passengers
per year to
be built in
Phase 4

50 million passengers per year i, :

Source: Noida Airport

away from the capital and is more
likely to get flyers from the wes-
tern region of Uttar Pradesh in
thefirstfew years.

“The airport will benefit a vast
region encompassing Agra, Mat-
hura, Aligarh, Ghaziabad, Mee-
rut, Etawah, Bulandshahr and
Faridabad and will bring nume-
rous new opportunities for the
farmers, small and medium en-
terprises and the youth of wes-
tern Uttar Pradesh,” Modi said
while inaugurating the airport.

As of now, the airport lacks any
fast mode of transport connec-
ting Delhi, but the Uttar Pradesh
government has approved a
%16,000 crore rapid rail corridor

@ cLosaL LNk

Zurich Airport Inter-
national has invested
around7,200crore
Inthe first phase

that will connect the two airports
along with other parts of Delhi.

It will also allow airlines to start
moreflightsfromthe NCR. Akasa
Air, which has struggled to get
slots at Delhi Airport, will be one
of thefirstairlines to startflights
from Noida along with market le-
ader IndiGo.

“Two of the most critical mar-
kets have been slot-constrained
forquitesometime now. So, consi-
dering that there are new spaces
opening up at Delhi and Mumbali,
we willseemuch more increase in
growth,” an airline official said.
The Navi Mumbaiairportstarted
operations last December.

Modi said the area is becoming
the hub of two major freight cor-
ridors, special railway trackslaid
for goods trains, which have en-
hanced North India's connectivi-
ty with the seaports of Bengal
and Gujarat. "This kind of multi-
modal connectivity is making UP
a major attraction for investors
worldwide,” he said.
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- P Marendra Miodi with UP CM Yoo Adityanath and other dignitaries during the inauguration E“F

the first phase of the Noida Internaticnal Airport, on Saturday

Viksit Bharat needs unity
of 1.4 bn citizens, says PM

@ Inaugurates
first phase of
Noida Airport

YARUQHULLAH KEHAMN
New Delhi March 28

PM MARENDRAMODI onSat-
u n'l:l].' 1 r_grn,‘l citizens towork
with dedication and unity to
tackle gl ohal challen EES, and
sald the government prior-
tises securing India's interests
and safeguarding *families
and farmers” Referring tothe
ongoing conflict in West Asia,
while adde H!.i.I.IH a gat hEn:l!lg_
at the inauguration of the

Noida International Aiportin
|ewar, the PrimeMinlstersald
achieving Viksit Bharat woubd
require collective effort and
unity among 1.4 billion citi-
zens toface global challenges.
He also stressed that the pov
ernment’s priority is to
enhance citizens” conve-
nience h:,r sving time and
reducing costs,
"lonceagainappeal to the
pecple of the country that we
must face this crisis calmlby,
wilth patienceand unity. Thisis
aglobal crisis butwe must pri-
oritise India"sinterests. That is
our greatest strength "hegaid

Continued on Page 2
Abroazeforflyers P3
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Viksit Bharat needs unity: PM Modi

HE 5810 HE had discussed the
situation indetail @n Padiament
and also held etensive and
“very posmbive” delibermtions
with chief ministers ofvarious
startes. The PM said that Indiais
mnfronting thechallenges ars
g feomtheongoing conlictin
West Asiawith full strengthand
that the country ks taking all
necessary seps to safeguand its
it irens. lnougueat ingtheNoida
[mtemational Airport, the Prime
Minkstersabd, " Today marks the
hrginnhl.g of a nn\rrlupln in
the journey towards a Viksit
Uitar Pradesh and a Viksit
Bhamt” Modi said the Noida
International Airport would
boost economic activity lnthe

region. Modl  sald  the
B it bed prvemmmient has foonsed
on éxpanding alrport infra-
structyine win lr::rmmngn:lirrn!-
ability for common citizens
"We launched the UDAN
scheme to ensure that air tavel
remains within the reach of
ordimaryfamilies
Inx the past Tew years, more
than 1. 6cnore people have tray
eled at affordabhe fanes under
this schemee,” he said. He added
that the scheme has recenty
been expanded with an
approved outay of around
29,000 crore, with plans o
develop new airports in smaller
it des and byl damoand 200 beli-
pads in the coming years.

"States like Urtar Prmdesh
will benefit significantly from
this sxpancion,” he sald . Modi
said India's avkaton sector is
growing mpidly, leading to
inrreased demand for airemit,
with aidines placing ordems for
hundmeds of planes

"These now aircraftand ser
vices will require alarge work-
foroe foroperations, servicng
and muaintenanes This precents
a huge opportunity for the
youth, he aid, adding that the
E'.r\rrmmrntumr[nmllng!nm-
ing fadlities in the aviatonsec
tor,Commercial fhghtvwillstarg
inthe next < % to 60 days, dvil
avintonmenister K Bammohan
Maldusaid. —With FTTimpmuis
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Emergency at
IGlas IndiGo
engine fails
A DELHI-BOUMND IndiGo
flight from Visakhapat
nam, carrying 160 pas-
SENgETson boamd, madean
emergency landing at
ethe's J0rE AT ot om Sak
urday. "Full emergency
was declamed at i il.-5.1|—|\-.1'r
at 1039 for IndiGo
Vieakhapatnam - Delhi
flight due toone engine
failuze,"asource said,

Emergency
at IGl as
IndiGo
engine fails

et
£

<

THERE WERE 140 pssengerson
board the Bocing 737 aircmaft,
the source said. The flight
landed at 10.5% am asper flizht
tra e vy websile (gl -
tradarX4.com. IndiGo, ina state

mient,sabd;"Atechnical snag was
detected ﬂ.hlﬂ[}'h"ir‘r{'l.‘lﬂ:‘!l‘kﬂ
onlndiGo flight 8E 57 #opeat -
mg fmm Yuakhapatmam to
Dalhi on 28 Mardh 2026.Asa
precavtonary step andd in accor

dance with the S0P, the pilots
requested for priority linding
and the ainraft amrived safdyat
Imdira Gandhi International
Airport, Delhic.  All refevant
authorites were prompily
imformed and the airoaft =
undergoing necessary checks
and mamienance,
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TO HANDLE 12 MILLION TRAVELLERS ANNUALLY
Noida airport to be a breeze
for flyers with advanced tech

® Phase 1 indudes
3.9-km runway, 48
check-in counters

YARUQHULLAH KHAN
New Dethi, March 28

PHASE 1 OF the Noida Inter
natlonal Afrport (MIAL) has
|:-t'ﬁr|.'||l:(rn1i|n1rr|rn‘| opera
tions, significandy enhancing
nlrrm\rt_-lw-tiuﬂinr:hr [edhi
NCRregion. Unl ke traditional
airports, travellers at Noida
will not encounter crowded
check-in munters or long,
winding queues.

Instead, the alrport s
designed 10 minimise human
Iatervention, IE'E:-'i.rI.P. o
adwanced software and self
service  techmolopies 1o
streambing operations

The 11,200 crove facility,
which aima to handle 12 mil
lion passenpers annually
marks a pratal step in mgonal
aviation, as it integrates
advanced techoology into its
opemtions from day ane

Inclia’s Latest green feldaie-
port is poised to revolution se
the travel experdence with a
fully automated system. The
alrport's first phase indudes

People gather at the newly constructed Noida international
sirport after its inavguration by Prime Minister Marendra Hcrdl
inbewar, Uttar Pradesh, on Saturday

one runway of 3.9 km, a terml-
nal area of 137 895 square
matres, 48 check-In counters,
20 self-baggage drop paints,
nine security lanes, and 10
boarding gates, with 18 park-
ing stands and an hour-prak
capacityol 30 flights per hour,
according to a statement by
the NlA

NIA is also 5G-ready fmm
day one by wadnga “neutral hinse”
infrastmicture, the airport
ensures seambess, hiph-speed

data coverage for all major
Imddian carriers ([, Airtel, Vi)
across allareasofthe facilivy.
The passcnEertermin il is
designed around movement
and processing rather than
croament. Theairportwill wse
a comman-use check-in sys-
tem, DigiYatra-cnabled gatos,
an ar |11'1rl m |1:Ih'|gl.'l11 ent s :ul'h-'
tem, a bageage handling sys
tem and advanced IT infra-
structure. Self-baggagedmop,
boarding gates, and a passen-

29 MARCH 2026

HEOT processing -\.mlrm that
supports both domestic and
internatiomal operations

Fassengers can also use the
rllrpnrt"h -ﬂiﬂllﬂ! |1I.'|1l|1rn'| on
their smartphones for real
time indoarnavigation, gud -
ing them directly to theirgate,
a specifie lounge, or a duty-
free shop.

Sensors throughout the
termmal monifor‘heat m .'|pi"
of passenger crovwds. 1f 2 secu -
nty e Drhirm!n:lnr; Ihl‘"\."ﬁ
tem automatically alerts staff
toopen maore Enes ormdemcs
PASSINEETs to quicteT Z0NCs

The almport plans to work
with one mamway in phase | and
|:||us.r:]].wi th a ]Mu”ri:h il
rurmway and alarger terminal in
later phases The total pmject
arcais listed as 1,3 34 hectares,
with 167 acres marked for eal
estate development

The jewar alrportis polsed to
leverageits advantageous koca
tion in Uttar Pradesh, closeto
Agra, and the iconic Taj Mahal
with plans underway to estab-
licha dirsd toyrst srace from
theainport to Taj Mahal.

Acomgprelensive cargoand
warchousing zone spanming
approximately 174 acres sur-
rounding the airport is alsoa
majar partof the pmjeet
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Gwalior airport flights drop
sharply after Scindia’s exit

Woarn Sarerselim Sones
Wi thE Lo Avias ki
jurr; he maswd the Coaio
abrpawi hasl a !|d_\;':.'r s by

inf flagis 50 T o eoidld @i

11 flights during his
tenure as Union
Ayeation Minister,
now anly thies
i
PIOTURCTICE on B TVanen
vl FLEa S ey ol (i
liar arparm. kevr podicod
akai ph o Scuida doppeal
ke oo the STy, with
oy tareil i ardosr
[ o e

A sndar nfleer ai Gacior
Rirgnd ool Feoo 'oes st @1
Lasim [) FRghen veere oo el
e Rl beeikad the -
dlleh Marainy, Bul sard' uity
thies [Bphi= reman. The -
ot of Mg wer dison
i i) oA o b T
Fonifall, barialial

Ad e, Gk sliport
L el st caaly e Bighas OF
thizae, twan Dighes (led el

“mn,‘_q-‘-“-

Earlier connectivity

Lovw dhan o pear g, Cuanlior srnant was
cannpzisd i 71 ey declisaiinns, with miiliad

Ak Sy Mgpila:

B B e ) Al e
Melats {Spcaksi) — Morning
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Prime Minkster Mnrenden Modi doring the innuguration of the ¥oidn airport on Saturday.

PM opens NCR’s nd
international airport

Vinod Rajpat and
Neha LM Tripathi

I Levae Wl LI L s Lam

GREATER NOAEMA: Priene Mmister
Marendra Modi on Saturday
ralled foe eollective effort and
matioral wnity in the face af
global challenges arising from
the comlfict in Wess Asia, urhing
pecqle oo hattle thes crisiswitha
o mined and patkence and say-
ing that the gevernment’s palicy
wis driven by pational mbenest.
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Tnampurating the Middn Inter-
maticmal Adrport B Jevar, Modi
alzn sxid that batlding a devel-
pped Endin or ¥iksit Bhazat
required a1l 1.4 hillian Inrans
winrk togesher, hailed the mdm-
strncTT progress mitmbed hyhis
government, hivmed previous
prverrmmenis far delmying thenir-
port, aned called i the beginning
of @ e chapeer o the imimey of
Viksit Bhomt nnd Yik=t 1TE

“[ hawre =poken at length in
Farlinment and beld detndled

g e " g b ey

o W
e e - el
LLE i

nnd yery prsitive discisssions
with Ch= abosit tackding the cri-
%.... | onee agxin appeal o the
praple af the conntry thas we
st fave thisrisis cilmiy, with
patience and =nity, This is a
pliokial crisis; bt we mest priari-
tise Imdia’s interesis. Thatis aur

preatest stremgth,” hesnbd.
“What is in the interest of
Indisins aod in the irteress of
Endin, thar nlone isthe policy and
strategy af the Sovernment of
ermbimsad o -5
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Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday formally
inaugurated the National
Capital Region's second
airport, the Noida [nterna
tional Airport.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Mr. Modi said the
launch signalled the begin-
ning of a ransformative
phase for borh the State
and the country. *Today
we are starting a new chap-
ter for a developed Uttar
Pradesh and a developed
India,™ he said.

Though flights were ear-
lier slated to begin in Oc-
tober 2025, the start of op-
erations at the airport is
vet to be announced. Sa-
trday's inauguration
comes just four vears after

the foundation stone was
laid in November 20021, The
concession deal for the
project was signed in 20020
with Swiss firm Zurich Adr-
port International AG.

The project involves an
investment of 1,200

DELHI

25 MARCH 2025

PM inaugurates Noida International
Airport; operations yet to begin

‘ sia ol 2 o
Prime Minister Marendra Modi, .J't'tar Pradesh CHM "ﬁ:l,-al Adityanath,
and others at the Moida International Alrport at Jewar. P11

crore. In its hrst phase, it
will handle 12 million pas-
sengers annually with a
gingle runway, while the
long-term plan envisages a
capacity of 70 million pas-
sengers per year and up to
s1% runwavs, He said that

the project would unlock
fresh opportunities for
farmers, small and maedi-
um enterprises, and the
youth in western Uttar Pra
desh. “Flights from here
will connect directly to the
world, and the airport will
stand as a symbol of a de-
veloped Uttar Pradesh tak-
ing flight,” he said.

He said the airport will
serve a vast catchment
spanning Agra, Mathura,
Aligarh, Ghaziabad, Mee-
rut, Etawah, Bulandshahr
and Faridabad.

Chief Minister Yogi Adi-
(yanath said the airport
would help develop a dedi-
cated multimodal cargo
hub, enabling the State o
overcome the limitations
of being landlocked and
connect more easily with
global markets.
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# BOTH AIRPORTS EXPECTED TO HELP ACCELERATE GROWTH OF THE TWO METROS AS GLOBAL AVIATION HUBS

Delhijoins Mumbai in two-ai rport club: Here’s whatis different, though

Sukalp Sharma, Dheeraj
Mishra & HErEltll'.E Jha
W Db, Moereh 28

WITH THE Inaugurationof the
MNedda Internarional Alepor
{MLA), Dl ni-MCR e ro lollow
the Muimbai Metmopolitan Ee-
apon (MBS ko the age of dual
alrparts Revaral large vithes plo-
Tally b saicresss | mlri-aie
o syatems — Mow York, Lon
don, Pards, Tokya, Seoul,
Tztanbul, Shanghal, Banghoek
areanme porable egmplas
The Moty Mumbsnd Fnlemma-
Hhonal AdrportdRMLA) was Inagl-
aurated in Oeraber, and com-
meTcial apenitions began in
Licember. Civil Aviation Min
Ister ¥ Rammoban Masdu sald
on Saturday that flghes feom
WA wieald start in 4560 dmye.
Inacligen, Akzea Alr, and Al lndia
Express ave [Lkely o operate
Fromm the airgar initialby, ser-

ing high-demand domestic
trink roures such as Delhi-
Murmbai, Bengalurs,  amd
Hipdberraband,

“Ihe number of Riglits and
thee dizst lnatioas will be decided
alter Serting rhe Al Secur-
iy Progiramm,” WLA Bodal O licer
Shallendra Biatiasald.

MMLAand NLA areexpectad
ti hEtpaceederre the wrwth ol
Mambad and Uelhi psglobalav
atbon habs with ewo large alr
portseach, From alboaing pens-
s demanid v be sarved by
bringing in much-nesied ca-
sy — pasticularly inthe case
of BME —rhe e aireets ine
dloesprctedingevelopandex-
pand their own ‘catchment
argas, lndigo, Alr India, and
Akasa Alr are sat 1o add seokes
of nave alrerall b rhedr Saers,
widening air connectvity and
densifying merworks.

“The older airpons in the

MME and the NCR are operat-
fnE ar close ra their design -
pariny, with combinecl uriliss-
Chown at 4% bact fiscal, Alsd they
v limdted options for larga
expanalonary caplial expendi-
rrire e Te Space consrEinm.
The nltemmeate: abrprorisin el s
are expected o canerio 30-35%
af the taral rraffic in 1heir re-
gioms-by fscal 20&E07 Ankil
Hukhu, hrector, Crisil Butings,
wis quoted as saying Uy a now
relessed by the ratlngs-agancy
s et

Scoording to Crisil, the al-
ternace arporis i MR, MCE.
and Goa iwhich has wa
srmaller airpars]; are axpecied
to have an annual capecizy of
arcund 40 millon passengers
by the end of this yeat, and
eotild eatar ra 45-50 milllon
passcngers annualby by 2030,
Crerall, abrport waffic n Indis
& et Ta sise fromm arearmd

DELHI

Crowd outside the airport premizas onSaturday, Praees it

415 muflilan passengers inthe
current financlal year to
abour 580 million by fizcal
A0 ar a compokiicd anmual

arowth rleal B-9%, the sarings
agency said.

Both NMIA and MLA ara sec-
vt adeports that will nivialky

28 MARCH 2026

oparate under the shadow of
the mich larger primary air-
poris serving the MME aml
MO Whike B LS will seabeup
rapidly, M1A may be relatively
along inlrially. T the long un
thecaigh, WA 5 expecied ooe-
menl Thelhi NICRS posdtion as
Insdl's primrary sviarion hub

Kl s primuary airpor,
Chhatmpati S Makamj In-
temational Adrpor iCSMLAR is
saturated - space constralngs
meean lenle capacity can be
aclded, ancd ar any given tims,
oy ome ol B Do inlersecting
runways can opesate, This es-
segulindly means duat ary sk
tional cipacity in the MMWE
st ooime froan MALA,

But Delhi’s Indira Gandhl
Intesmationsd Alepart [IGEAY 1n-
dlia's Largest alrport with thees
terringls and Four rumways,
=2l has scope for expanding
Beth pastenger harsdling end

fighr capacity IGLA pans toex-
el i pssenger hatciling ea-
pacity toaronmd 125 millien
over the e fevw wears from th
cuwrrert: 105 mlllion.

Thus, NI1A will have the
chal=ngs —orappermuniny - off
Builcling clemmamad indtially as i
cornperes witli the feemidabis
TGIA Altar & few vaars though,
when [GTA is satursted, NTA
will most certaindy bocome
both the doverand bemefickary
of avlation growth in the re-
ginn. Marahly, Dethl &= rhe hio-
gt tagh o leading Inclian car-
rers Indl Goand Adr ldla.

While fiyers fram Weaslern
TP Ak sowtie ot buer partsof The
MURwillservessamade cuich
menit arca for NEA, the alrpont
at Jewas will takoe rime 1o bulld
Aty b e sipe, seale, o desti-
natlon perwork of IHLs.

It iz alzo worth notlng that
TGLA nred MILA, LEtlike CEMIA

o MIMEA. will be puun bardliffer-
el aperatars — IELA by MR
and MMILA by Zurich Aimaort.
which would add to the com
petition. Boch CEMIA and
MMIA are aperated by Adanl
Abrpoo Fhoddings.

The Incatiom of NLA, away
from large urban semlements,
will present a challenge in the
atsenoe ofrapsd minlti-rwdil
connectivity, Manned projects
such as the rapid ralland Metro
for the MLA will takie a fewvears
1o e emipleted. According o
spmeexperid, thisworld mean
that XA could flnd it difficul
ro AT e prsdengers heymd it
mrmes il e cabe B e e,

BMALA, by comtrust, isin the
wiclnity of lange wrbsan scutlo
s of Mavd Muomibai, and is
fage than 40 km From South
summbal, MME's cxisting sub-
urban rallway nerwork also
SHpPPOEcon necliving o MMLA
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PRIME MINISTER INAUGURATES NOIDA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT AT JEWAR

IGIA and Noida airport:
Short-term competition
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NEW FLIGHT TO UTTAR PRADESH'S GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT: CM YOGI

PM opens Jewar airport, flags ethanol

push as shield against energy crisis
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Prime Minister Marendra Modi with Uttar Pradiesh Chaaf Minister Yogi Adityanath, Governor Arandiben Pated, Unicen Civil Aviation Minister
K Rammphan Naidu and Deputy CM Kashaw Prasad Maurya in Jewar on Saturday. rraten s

Highlights role of farmers, especially
sugarcane growers in Western UP

MNeetika Tha
Nopw Deflel. March 25

AMID THE war in West Agia,
Prrivme Mimister Marendn Modi
Sarurday stressed that India's
ethanol pash has helped the
country thmugh the global
cnergy crisis, and acknowl-

cebped the orucind role thas
farmars, especizlly sugarcanc
growess Ly Westera UP, have
pilivved in rediicingthe country’s
thependenceom omideail,
Speaking at the inaugur-
i e PhadeTol the Modda In-
ternational Adrport (NIA) in
Jewar, Modi highlighted the

sxpnilicant robe of erhanal pro-
duced From sugarcane andd
said, “Hihe productionof etha-
il Bkl fol Incressd, amdies
tlencling with perral, then the
oty woiilel have had to im
port anadditional L.5eron: bar-
rels, which & almoest 700 crore
livresaferude ofl, evary year.
The PM wae aceompamizd
b Utiar Fradesh Chief Minister
Yo Actityanach, TP Governor
Apamgdiben Parel,  Union
SCONTINUED ON PAGE 2

— EREON 0

& IGIA V5 NOIDR AIRPORT:
SHORT-TERM COMPETITION
BUT LONG-TERM NECESSITY

& DELHIIOINS MUMBALIN
TWO-AIRPORT CLUB: HERE'S
VWHAT IS DIFFEREMT, THOUGH

& AEPORT LAUNCHPAD FOR
LIFS BRIGHT FUTURE: CM

PAGE B

Jewar airport
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]GWEII’ takes wing Jewar takes wing

PM Modi flags ethanol boost
amid global enerey shocks

development, creating opportunities for
the youth and farmers of Utlar Pradesh while
benefiting surrounding regions like Agra,
Mathura, and Ghaziabad.

Prime Minister Norendro Modi with Uttar Prodesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityonath, Deputy CM Keshav Prosad Movrys, Gevernor Anondiben
Patel, ond others, during inovguration of the Noido Internotional
Airport, in Jewar, Gavtam Buddha Nagar district, Utar Pradesh M

PM Muodi urged citizens to remain united
in the face of global challenges. He said
the world is currently witnessing a period
of uncertainty due to the ongping con-
flict in West Asia, which has disrupted sup-
plies of essential commadities such as food
itemns, [uel, fertilisers and gas actoss several
countries.

He called upon the citbzens o face
such crises collectively, stating that India is
responding with full strength while ensur-
ing that the burden does not fall on ordinary
families and farmers.

He noted that India imports significant
quantities of crude oil and gas from conflict-
affected regions and said the government is
taking all necessary steps o maintain stabil-
ity in supplies and prices. Despite global dis-
ruptions, he said, the country’s development
momentum has continued uninterrupled.

Highlighting infrastructure growth in
western Ultar Pradesh, Modi said the air-

o m—

BISWAJEET BANERJEE/
NARESH BISWANI

TEWAR: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Madi on Saturday inau-
gutated the Phase 1 of the
much-awaited Noida Inter-
national Airport in UP's Jewar.

PM Modi called the air-
port a symbel of “Indias new
soirit” and stresged on its
Asia, PM Modi stressed on
how India’s ethanol blending
initiative has helped the coun-
try amid the crisis affecting
global energy markets.

Addressing a sather-
ing, Modi HnE.:dhlIHrmijE's eth-
anol blending programme
to energy security amid the
ongoing global turmoil while
positioning the project as part
of a broader push towards seli-
reliance and infrastructure-
led growth. He alse framed
the airport as a symbaol of
collective ownership and
national aspiration.

The Prime Minister said,
“You are all seeing how wor-

port is the fourth major project launched ar
inaugurated in the reglon in recent weeks. He

KX SUROE

» The airport has been devel-
oped with an investment of
around Rs 11,200 crore in
its first phase

pﬂmmﬁiﬂéghi
pperations are expected to
commepce from Aol _
the load on IGI Airport in
the national Capital

THE AIRPORT WAS

FINALLY OPENED AFTER
MULTIPLE DELAYS

ried the whale warld is today. ..
In West Asia, there has been
& war going on for a month”
Pointing to disruptions ins
plies of petrol, diesel, gas a?.d
coal, he added that India has
relied on domestic resilience
to navigate the crisis.

He emphasised that
the airport will serve as a cal-
alyst for Continued on P&
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Locals seek affordable
airfare as Noida
airport takes wing

NDIDA: Welcoming the inau-
guration af the MNoida Interna-
tional Airport, several locals
on Saturday urged the govern-
ment to aﬁun‘gcﬂnrdilc air-
fare so that the facility benefits
not just the affluent but also the
economically weaker sections.

Prime Minister Marendra
Modi inaugurated the first
phase of the airport on Satur-
day at Jewar in Gautam Buddh
Magar district.

The project has been devel-
oped under a public-private
partnership (FPF) model by
the Yamuna International Air-
port Private Limited, a sub-
sidiary of Zurich Airport
International AG.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Yogi Aditvanath, Governor
Anandiben Patel, Civil Avia-
tion Minister Kinjarapu Ram
Mohan Maidu and other dig-
nitaries attended the inaugo-
ration ceremony.

Thousands of locals also
attended the event and shared
their expectations from the
airport, with many emphasis-
ing the need for affordable air
travel.

Sanjay Kumar, a local, said
the project would be truly suc-
cessful only if it became acces-
sible to the common man. _

"An airport in Jewar is a
very good development. But it
will be even better if a person
wearing a “hawai chappal’ can
travel from here” Kumar said,
stressing that the airport has
been built with public money
and it should benefit all sec-
tions of society.

He added that unless the
poor are able to use the facility,
its success cannot be realised.

Another local said that
while the airport would
greatly benefit businessper-
sons and professionals, there
should be concessions for

those from weaker economic
backgrounds.

The project has
been developed
under a PPP model
by the Yamuna
International Airport
Pvt Ltd, a subsidiary
of Zurich Airport
International AG

“While people from the
middle and upper sections of
society will ﬂE\"jnLLi.l.‘:.-‘ benefit
from the project, it would be
very helpful if there is some
relaxation in ticket prices for
those below that level,” he said.

Many attendees wene seen
carrying large cot-outs of the
prime minister and praising
the development push in west-
em Uttar Pradesh.

Anchal Rastogi from
Meerut said the airport will sig-
nificantly ease travel for busi-
[ESS PUTPOSES.

“I am a businessman, and
1 often travel to different cit-
ies for my saree business. It
takes a lot of time o reach the
Dielhi airport, but now it will
be much easier to catch flights

from here” he said.
Neetesh ?mm CGihariabad

said the sirport would generate
cn]p]n:.-:rti:\t and bm%flnt'ra-
structure development in the
regio.

“I came here to see the air-
port and also because of Modi
ji. This is a golden opportunity
for the people of Jewar and the
nearby areas. It will generate
jobs and improve infrastroc-
ture, he said.

The locals said that while
the airport is a major step
towards development, ensur-
ing affordability would be key
to making air travel inclusive
and extending its benefits to-all
sections of society. LGERIES

29 MARCH 2026
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Second security clearance awaited, airlines’ plans on hold as uncertainty clouds start of commercial ops

Yogi terms new airport
launchpad for UP future

S LALITHA @ MNew Dethi

THE first phase of the nearly
711,200 crore Noida Interna-
tional Adrport project has been
declared operational, over 5.5
years after construction began.
However, uncertainty persists
over when commercial flight
operations will actually com-
mence, with key regulatory
clearances still pending.

The zecond phase of security
clearance from the Bureau of
Civil Aviation Security, the
Aerodrome Security Pro-
gramme {(ASP). has not yet
been granted to the alrport.
“The ASP documents the secu-
rity framework and the contin-
pency plans in case of any
emergency,” a source said.

“The first leg of clearance
has been given while we are yet
to get the second leg cleared.
The aviation regulator, the Di-
rectorate General of Civil Avia-
tion, has granted us the asro-
drome licence (March 6), and
ideally commercial and cargo
operations should begin within
45 days of this clearance.” the
souree said. “Now that the in-
auguration has happened, we
hope to get the ASE” the source
further said.

Mo one was allowed to view
the completed airport on Satur-
day, citing security reasons.
This newspaper had earlier re-
ported in January that several
crucial portions of the airport
remained incomplete, raising

i

People gather at the No

FEATURES OF AIRPORT ™

AFLIGHT TO TAKE OFF EVERY 2 MINUTES

WHEN FULLY OPERATIONAL

{a | 12(R

iﬁa Intérnau’nnal Alrport in fewar '| PTI

Gateway to Taj
Mahal, Mathura and
Vrindavan

.\.

3900

passengers | passengers METRE ALL-
annually by | annuallyto Second international WEATHER
Phase IV be handled airport for Delhi-NCR, NORTH
LOFhT] i1 T o o b s O AGH MUWHEL

doubts about immediate opera-
tional readiness,

An airport representative
said operations would begin
with domestic flights, followed
by international services,
though no launch date has
been finalised. YIndiGo will op-
erate the first flight from the
airport when operations are

launched. Akasa Air and Air
India Express have also con-
firmed operations. Airlines
from the Middle East and
Southeast Asia are also show-
ing keen interest.” the repre-
sentative said.

However, airlines have vet to
finalize routes, as uncertainty
over the start date continues,

NAMITA BAJPAI @ Lucknow

UTTAR Pradesh CM Yogi Adi-

tvanath on Saturday expressed

confidence that the inaugura-

tion of Noida International

Aldrport (NLA) would give a new

impetus to the state’s growth

trajectory, calling it a launch-

pad for its bright future.
Welcoming Prime

Minister Narendra

Modi for inaugurating

Phase [ of the airport.

Yogi said that when

resolve is strong, cotir-

ape firm and confi-

dence unwavering, no

goal remains out of

scale emplovment.

“This airport will elevate in-
vestment, trade and industrial
development in North India
while generating large-scale
employvment. NLA will open
new dimensions of develop-
ment. Over the last 11-12 years,
the Prime Minizter has taken
steps across sectors to move In-

dia towards becoming
a developed nation.
This airport is part of
that journey.” he zaid.

The CM also
thanked the Prime
Minister for keeping
fuel prices under con-
trol and reducing ex-

reach. He added that  thisalmpertwitt  Cise duty, noting that
under the Prime Min-  pleyvateinvestment, While many countries
ister's puidance, Uttar tradeandindustrial face instability and
Pradesh is forging a  dewelopmentin  rising petroleum prie-
new identity as part North ?“h“:: es, India has ensured
of a “new India”. generating uninterrupted supply.

Calling Noida Inter- ﬁr&ﬁm'm Targeting opposi-
national Airport the :Ii-nlnm::w tion parties, Yogi said
result of turning re- development inefficiency between
solve into achieve- 2002 and 2017 led to
ment, Adityanath said ogi Adityanath chaos, while develop-

its ritnway wotuild not

only strengthen the state's
economy but also boost
investment, trade and indus-
trial development in North In-
dia, while generating large-

ment has accelerated
in recent vears, transforming
Uttar Pradesh's image. He add-
ed that Jewar airport would
boost connectivity and create
lakhs of jobs.
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23-year Jewar jOUI’I'IEY now a reality

ABHIMAY KUMAR JHA
I\ Mnida

Primie Minister Marandra Maodi
on Sxturday imanguraced
Phase | of the MNoida
Intesnatienal Alrportin |evwar.
g project first approved in
200% that survived three
G MMk, S [rsipone
ments. and over feio decades
of political blame belare a
plare comabd axi on s nmvay.

standing before a crovwd ol
thousands, Maodi did some-
thing wnusual for an airport
iman@uraticen. Aftesr pulling
the ceremonial cuftain, he
declared the b onky “haifl
clarse,” He askad every s
present oo swatch on their
myabile plvone lashlights and
raise their hands, effectively
handing the inauguration
ower toy ehe puhblic,

“This is your property, this
I5 your Mitwre, this |5 your
hard work, asiel thermshore, ik
Inauguration |5 also being
daone by your hands,” Madi
sgid, as & sed of glowing
sereens lit ups the venoé, The
FaMEnE Weas captured im a
single: image, revealing the
poltical messaging Behind
the eeent; thar the airport
belongs o the people, m
jusE the Government.

The Atal Bihari Vajpavee

1|.h_-- ..

Fritre Minigler Marendrs Modl, |
Brapesh Pallak and olhers during 1 Fruuraion of e i phass of e Noita Inlemaboal Arpart o Jesr 1

GoErnnsent first approsed
thee airpart n 2004, [tremained
bwaried there lor over a decade.
Modivwas pomied inhisatack
an the Cangress and [he
S i pasacti Py, “From 2004
L 20014, this project remadnad
Talclen in files,” Be sagl “Feen
wliEn our CHOREEmITIEnE wias
larmed in Delhi, the 5P
Govermnent in UF blockesd i
fow the first v to thriee years.”

Fuaen after the BiF camie e
pawer in Lucknow, Lhe
RIS DpeEning was pushed
back repeatedly from
DecEminer [, 2024, @ April
2025, then Sepeembes 2s,
and frally v early 2026,

Thar PGCA Bssoed thie aer-
dromse licenee oy on March
G, 2026, Darely three weaks
before the inauguration.
Daimestic and cargo flights are

Lller Pradesh Gowemor Anandiben Pald, Chesf Mimse: Yo Adibpamalh, Daepuly CK

expec el o begin wirhin £5-
G0 days, somenhens beween
mid-April and May 2036
Intemational fights aro ikefy
o sbart froan Seprembier this
year, aaid Civil Aviation
Hinlster K #Bammohan Naldu,

Fi Mo forther Cautinned
Al Tppasition parties against
“harrnful rhemorc” during the
oaigning West Asla war and
warned that citizens will

never forgive those who
dmiage pational inceregs in
times of crisis.

"IWe have to face this crisks
with a calm mind, with
patience, with sinity, Thoe
who do wrong rheraric for
politics will EeL same
mumbers in poditical debate,
b tlve pedople af e counery
never forgve actions that
harm the couniry.” Mod| said
i hisspeech during the sas
guration of the MNoida
Intermational Airporl injewar
mear Greaner Moida,

PM's remarks were
[rinded. He drevw a darect tire
b the Covid pandemic, when,
by nricl, soan e paliticsd Barces
spread romours anid Lied
AOUT VACCInes 1o make goy-
errance difficult. *What was
the result? The pubdic reject-
e Suich padities during elee
tlons,” he said.

He then Issuwed an appeal
fravivsd 8% @ rispeest oo all
political parties. "Avod saying
cuch rhings in. this kind of
crisis, wiich are harmiul for
thie country, Whatpees isin
the Faveeir ol ldisns, whar
gyar ks Inthe interest of India,
thiat shoald - be the policy
and  srrategy  of  the
Government of India.”

FEELATED REPQITS DM b5 PR
COMTINLED OM +5 4

23-year Jewar journey

now a reality

Miondi acknteertged the sewerity of the glohal s

vugein e | ey e Wesst A= oon ey, He vaid
o wiad T prighenid a crsis i food inens,
peirol desel gas and ey s oo maony
T, s, e said, Radb Deen siapoeiiig
rrpdeant s gk in " verw laiae qomiilies” hom
Rl b T T L i W hibe 2 et ind
Lakem s o vrseme Thie ks dises o Tl
o ikl D s

“kaery oy ™ ||:.-|E||||: CHELTE T | e 4 TR Er ]
Phigcrisis. ncfia s ighcsg i swits il scresgih,
vekgings o dhie s et b ol i 8 pecorie,® b saul
Hix adchad e Ty Beidd dliscsisssd chi siimlicen
In detail in Pahameil and bald glso held a8
nudp s ywirh all Chicliniciers of the canniry
the preainus oy descrbing dhe oo i s
Sy ki e Pt ing Tram 1B caigis, Hah
laid ourwhat hie called "wrore codesend Invest
il ™ i ot ni i . e e ol
infrascnzcsune DadkirT s Deen inoreased more
uiid i i o e Lacl 10 s, b sl jiediin,
#17 Akh crorehas heen spese oo higsweans and
eafieRsivays, Wl owir rne lakh Bl oo ees o
highwizss consrucoed

Ty railand, b, searifcazim of sily
sipaun dioenetres. ol roure fed happencd
helinie 2. Seaac o then, e ghian &, oenn k-
merns of ralway crack haeoe been seceified,
Laking theBeoad g tepanrkin geniy 00
ckarticxlan,

“Toufay, b i0 Sl Kasliwd Vadling ot 5o cagh-
rals of the Morh East, dhese e connecting o
10w raal pie v For Lhee PST v, S bl Hio
added dhar the capadty of poms has mane than
diouhied I rhe last dacade, and the numsser of
e Wateways is toningoushy o reasing.

Hodl mald that 0 jum the ks iew aeeks,
Wipsmern UR had seen four major pooleos: the
Tocandatfon one of a ssmmiconouctar facmony
In Modda, che launch al e DelhiHoerut
Hamo Eharap mwain, ihe expansion af Meerur
Merro, and now che inaugurasion of e kokda
InzersRtional Alrport

“Eaclier, people of Co Samajiwadi Famy £5Fp had
made %ida an ATH for thelir loor. Buc todeyin
e B GovErnment, harsame Mmda i B
Ing apowerful exgne ot UF s cevelopment” he
sk Modi polmed oo Cadrs, dose tothe aEpor,
as the mescing point of twe major frelghs cor:
ridars comneoting Morth bndla o thie coasis o
Bengal aned Gujarm. “Whas lBrmers grow hene,
wehat indurines make herewill be sblp foemecs
everytomer of teveorld guickhs by land and by
air,” e ek

The pamber of afpons in Indkx has growm
from: 7€ befere H004 to aver 160 mday, wich UP
glome pow Bawing 7 alrpors. Under e
LIGAN scheme, ovsr 1L Crore passengers
hawe Hlown ac sabsldised fases. The
Dovermment has recenty approved an espan-
sica of UOAN worth £249,000 crore, wich plans
o kel 106 nEw pirports sad 200 helipads in
smadler cilies. On avadon employment, Hod!
nioded dhatwith fundreds of ne=yve alrcratt oo
order across Indlan alrlines, a farge crained
worklorce woukd b= needed and said the
Govemmment 15 exmending mdacion malpess
Facalibes to meet thet demanad
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PM Modi inaugurates Phase | of Noida International Airport

ABHIRAY KUMAR JHA
B NEw Lehi

Prime Minister Marenden
Modi on Saturday inaugurat-
il Phase | af the Noida
Inermasicnal Airpart in Jeesn
a project [irst approved
in 20031 that survived
three Governments, four
poEtpne e, and over
two decades of political
blame before a plane could
tAxi cn it fumway,

SaEnding before g Crowed of
thousands, Madi did some-
thing unusual lor an aimpor
inaguration. After palling
the cavemonial cudtain, e
deciared the job only “hall
rhone,” He sk eve iy person
presenr f switch on their
mabile phone ashlichis and
raise their hands, effectively
handing the inaugurazion
s ba the pualbilic

"Thids i your progery. this
is your fubure, his is your
b woark, and therefore, its
inAugeration is also heing
dong by your handes ™ Modi

caid, a5 & sea af gll:l'i'ul"-l'lg
screens bupthe venue. The
MOreas Was II.'I]‘JIIII'I"-I] in &
single image, revealing the
paoditical messaging behind
the pvent that the airpar
belnngs fa the people, met
iu:‘i-1 the Government

The Atal 3ihad Vaipayee
Govemment first Approved
thie |'I'JI|:'|ur1 i [Eles in 2003, i
remained buried there lor
over a decade. Mod) was
poanted in lis artack onothe
CI:II'IETEES and the Tamajwadi
P-EI'I.:-,'."}'I'I:II'IHEL'H:'# L2004, this
project remained hidden m
Fles” e snicl, "Fuoes e o
SOVErment Was Fasrmied in
Delhi, the 5P GoVerniment in
LIF hlacked it far the Fret b
o three years”

Ewen alter Lhe H?F Camie (o
power in Lucknow, the
airpoet’s opening was pushed
hack repeatedly from
December 1, 3024 & .|"||:lr||
2025, then Septemiber 2025,
and Angdly o eardy 2026,

The NGEA issue ] thes ae s
drame lieenceanly on March

6, MG, Barely thres weaks
before the inauguration,
Dmiestc and carzo Aighes
Are @i ctind bo Beginwithin
4% days, somewlera
bersern mid-Apnl anc Meay
2izh, Internatitsnal Reghes are
likedy ostar from: Sepremmber
this year.

Developed art 2 twotal imest-
el af around 112040 crose
under the Pubiic-Frivate
Parmersiip medel, the hiaida
Ineernatimal Airpdat i setm
becdame the secand inLerng-
tional airpon serving he
Delhl-NCR region, after Indira
Gandhi Inbernational Alrpar,

The o aifpares, the
Government sakd, will
funcrhon as. an integrared
aviation system, rasing
conpestion and expanding
passENgEer capacity,

The airport will serve as a
primenry intermacianal aicpoare
far cities Including Molda,
Meerut, Ghaziabad, Mathura,
ancl Agra and will also doubis
45 & wakrweay b pilgnimage
and towrist destinations In

Prirme WMinsir Narerdea Mod with Utter Fragesh Chae! Micistsr Yoge Adivanat, Deputy CM Keshioy Frasod
Mauryo, Gowernor Anandiben Patel and others during rauguesdons ol e Noida Inemational Airpor] in Jewar 1

thie reglon. Modi listed the
citlies sel o Denelic "Flglﬂ‘_
fathra, Aligarh, Ghasahasl,
Meeeruit, Formesah, Bulamclshalir,
Fasidabad — rhis entire region

s going o benelit greatly.”

Alongside the airpor Inau-
guraticn, Modi also Laid the
fanmchation stone afa main.
tenance, repair, and over-

hail {MHRD) facility at Jewar.
He ;IEIIDI:EIJ ourthat current-
Iy. &5 peer cent of India's air
crafi haine to b sent afria
far maisisnance work

"Our Government has
determined that we will
make b selfreliant inthe
MR sactar o well ™ e sasd,

Madi also ok a Swipe al
thes political superstition thar
cmen wemnuneed Noidis 3
widety held beliel amang UP
paliticians that visifing the
cty would bring electoral
Band luck,

*The Molda which was
ear|:er el o its fare due to
supeestition, where previ
aus rulars wera afraid o
coma o lear of |I:|5'rl'.g'i=|EiI
chair: | remeEmber wihen the
SF Gowvermment wasg Phers,
ansd Dimate & |!||.'|I'| Bra CEHTIE PO
Modda, 2o the Chilel Minister
i s scaredd that hee oicd fot
cone f that programime,”
Hodi said. "Feople also tried
o scare me. [ said | am
g0ing o take the biessings of
this Bonad, Heaw that same
areais I'-F'.’I-!'I].' o werlaame the
whole world.”

Modi made a point of
thanking the farmers whi
apne ep thelr land for the

project, asking the crawd (o
applavd them, He also linked
the .‘Il-r['ll'll'l‘ 1oy wicler -'-Igl'ifill-
tuar oppartinity, Laing the
BX PafEs ko of modam con-
rctivity woondd hoost foncl
processing in Western P
and aliow -Egl'iildl[ut’al ?:'M-
ucts 1o reach world markets,

He also credited sugar-
cand farmers for :mlping
reduce India's dEFIE'I'Il:IEﬂEE
on crude oll through ethanol
blereling, saying it had save
rnre:‘gn E.H-E!'IE!'I_E.I'." worth
approximarely 31,5 lakh crore.

The event was attended by
UP Governior AnandiBen
Pated, Chigf Mini€ter Yogi
Adityvanath, Deputy Chiel
Ministers Keshay Prasiand
Maurya aml Brajesh Pathak,
Uniore Civil Aviation Minisoer
fam Mohan Kaidu, and
|oseph Felder, Chairman of
Aurich Airpore

Tight security angd a rraffic
advisory wer2 In force from
Tam ol pii across Crautam
Buddh Wagar ahead of
Modi's visit
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Noida airport will boost UP's economy: CM Yogi

IGMI. €0 *MiE CcUCcD

FHOMEER NEWS SERVILE
B Hoch

Littar Pradech Chief Ministar
vagi Adityanath on Satunday
said the newly insugerated
Pimida International Afrpor
Al |Jewar would act as a
*ia I.I.I'I:I:l'lFIEI!' [or the State’s
EEOEOITE groeeth, Boosting
investment, trade and
employment while giving
Littar Pragesh a news
plabal ibenkiny,

Adélrasting A puiblic gt
ErINE dunng tho inauguration
ceremony arterled by Prinme
Minister NMarendra Mo,
.I’-I:I:I.ﬁl'a'."lillh EI:II'ISI:'.'Il.IJlﬁ-l'Eﬂ
him for taking the Stace's
aviation sector to “new
Feighirs” thronsgh the projiser.

He sald thar despile zlobal
Inszability and rising fuel
PrECEs in rany Sonniriss,
India has I'I':?IE'IEI,EEI:I L raine-
tain stabie petrodeurmn prices
diid an umanbarrupied ELII:IIJ'}'
chae B the Prime Ministers

L

LIF Chies Minisier Yog Sdtyanath acdmssing dunng lnaucirainn of Noida
|rl:n111.11n..u Airpart in Jewar, Gadas Ed:l'n.bhg'r disirict T

“visionary leadership” over
the past decads

Adipyanath stated that the
alrpart I part of a broader
i b trsnsfonm India inkn
a deseloped nation, noting
that such infrastricture pro-
jects are driving growth
ACFOSS YAFES SECHOTL

“This nenw asrport will place
iimar Pradesh frenly an the
glabal aviation map and rep-
TE=ENEs a New E?IEFIEE'T ol
thiseplcpanent,” b= said,

Highlighting lulure exgan-
ghon plans, he said the aErpan
1% CUrHEEY EEElITiI'IH,' (Al e
Hons sith one runway and

willl “spon hawe a second,
while in the losg term it is
crwisinimid b haee up to fiue
rurmaays, escatlishing sl as
amajor #kobal aviation hub

Taking a swipe ar previous
gavernments of Cnngréds
and the Samajwadi Party, he
alleged that Ussar Pradesh
had Tong suffeted doe to
“policy paralysis and mis-
governance”, bul kad now
emerged as a “breakthrough
spate” under the double
ETEIEE SOvETRmEnE awer fhe
past fi years.

Thi= chief msiniscer noted
that thie fovndassmn stone of
the aiTport was laid by Mods
an Movembor 2%, 2021, and
the inauguration of its first
phase within a few pears
reflecis the pace of develop-
ment “When detenminatéon
i% strong and oonficlence is
l.II'I'.l'J'ElUE‘."iI'IE.I'II:I gl:lﬂlii umat-
tainatde. Jewar airportis a
result of that resobee furning
IR11¢] I‘1‘.'!||i$jp’_" i %3,

He said the E|I'|:ll:rr['5
rumray wolel nest cnly boose
the State’s economy
sl aisg sapse ac 2 Balewray
tr @ brighter future,
-HELI.'|E‘T-E[iI'Ig Investiene
and creating large-scale
amployment opportunities.

fdityanaih highlighted the
Airpert’s strate g connecte
|:!|' mrc-ugh the Yamuna
Expressway and i
integration with major
HERCCTNNG AT s ERACIre I
jcks, indluding the Delki
|'-'|IJI'I'!'1|!ILIZ|:ITE5-5WE'_|.'. Eastem
Peripheral Expressweay,
Cianga Expressaay, Regional
REPEIJ Tramsit 5_'|l'5-1E'I'I'I
(RRTS] and the proposed
elhisvaranasi high-speed
tailcarrido.

He sald the project would
generale employment for
lakhis of yauth, both directly
and iI'II:Ii!'I.'-‘tll_'.I. wihile also
atkracring investment in
sectors such as manufaciur-
ing ane feaisrics,
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Noida airport’s Sarus-inspired
logo reflects UP’s cultural heritage

FEOIMEER MEWE SERYICE
B Nloida

The Maida International
Airport, innoZurated by Prirne
Munister Marendra Modi an
satorday, has adopted a
sares-inspired logn that
reflects Licear Pradesh’s calgur-
gl heritage along with it
gspirations for modern,
suifainable developrent

."I.Ei.'".'-fljlﬂg [D-a Slalerms=eans
issued by the Stace
Govermment, the alrpom’s
||:|g{_. [aglures [Ne SArus crang

the sfate bird a5 s
central mottf, symbotising
rradition, pechogienl balance
Al reEgbomal iderring

The Government said the
I bas e dhiesig el with
gleek ancd uniResd Bines fa
represant i:‘JE'E“ﬂ.I:I:II'II'IE'-E[i'ul'i-
tv and world-class infrastruc-

qure, i e with the airport's
positianing nga major 2lahal
avearon hiub. & DIUQ-EI'-!E‘I]
griﬂlt'll[ll'l e lﬂE‘SiEf‘. redlecrs
a hlend of eechnology and
envirgnmental consLious
:'IE'iE.'.II'II:|E1"SI::'.‘-I'iI'|gL!'|E'SI.-3LE'5
2Imonasas ol sustainabbe and
areen deselapment.

‘The fying Safus in the
iozo symbolises progress,
confickence and an Utgar
Prachsh rcring fonwvaris emy
:IIE'igHI &7 the statament said,
atding that it aligns with the

vision of ira ﬂSfEIII'I'IiI'Ig Lhe
Etare inko a 'ﬂ‘,|l.'||.'lﬂ| cencre fol
imyesement and co NEECEving

The |I'I,gl:"i alsn Eepks o
project the coneept of “densl-
opmenl with r.er.-:aga".hlgh-
lighting the 2overmment's
fadus on preserdang qultoral
|I:|E'TEI.I!.'3|I:II'|§iiﬂE iMraskrue-
bLre gnowvth.

Offscials said the svmbol is
Aimec] a8 Eiving the airporta
gistincrive inematonal dben-
Lity, positening |t not only as
# rransport hob bot alsoasa
IEPIEEELH-EIHI’.IL'I af cullure,
I'!'I-CII:II.'-:I'I".il}' amd 5:I'§lilfl|":.3|.'li|L".!|-'.

Chief Minister Yogi
Addivganath kad approved the
Shrus-hased  logo  in
Decemer 2020, £ awisioni g
16 a5 & marker of the state's
et trajectony and rising
global profile, according
to officials.
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6 newly opened airports

shut in UP: Akhilesh

PRESSE TALST OF INMA
W Lutknow

Samajwadi Marty president
Akhilesh Yacaw on Saterday
accused the E|P-led stape
Gowernment af IJHI:IE‘II.-E;UI'IS
lange-scale imfrastmuctone pro-
jects o primarily benafii
salecn conraciors, ;H'.'Il.';l'llll'lg
out that six of the seven air-
ports inanZurated i recen
YRR werd nan-functionl
on Lhe Iji!r' the Moica
Intermational Aigest oos
menced operaions

“pahe E-_IP"E COrmipl man-
gRement: 51X ot of sevweEn
revw dirports ane shuk,* Yadav
ik ik 3

He also guestioned the
condivion of the remaining
airports, and shaned a news
wideo Irom East year, whach
alleged that scheduled Aight
ppETanions at several mewhy
I'EI[EIP-."I-E'I.‘I E'Ii.:'[!l:'flrl'n st BeoiEr
discontirised.

Among the airpos men-
tioried in the widen ang those
in Chitrakoor, Aramgarh,
Shravasti, Maradabad, Aligarh
and Kushinagar, which was
opened as an intemational
Mrpare ek had noe Sean any

I 1-_ i | ed
I and Iro IESIJlEII Lapyice
ahroad. Yaday alleged that
thes BEP CrupsnimeiiE & spemnsd
ing hilkinns g cansimictinn
I:ll'||!|l to hand aut comracts [o
their cronies and share
the profirs

"11'|E"_I|' have na intention of
aczually renning any airport,
nor fiving planes under the
LITHAN &0 Pims H'll?']."ll." imil
only to make money” he
ali‘agel.‘.. FEagarhie, e limar
Fracdesh Govermment said
that the state has 16 apera-
Lional -|'.I':I'|.'II:I-:'[5 amd E'h_llll
uneler construction.

iy aather paast an X Yadag
I'E"i:ﬁ'l:'r:"ll:'ll"l'] 1 Prme Minister
Marendra Modi's remarks
while inaugurating the foida
Intermational Airpoeat in fewar,
wherg ha accuzed the
Samajwadi Party of furmning
Koida inta am “ATM for loot®
during s fenuee,
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PM Modiinaugurates first
phase of NoidaInt’l Airport

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Jewar(Greater Noidda),
28 March

alling for collective

effort and national

unity in the face of

global challenges

during theongoing crisis, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, while
inaugurating the first phase
of Noida Intemational Airport
here on Saturday, said: "I am
fully confident that all political
parties will lend strength to
the country’s united efforts.”
Expressing his pride and

The Statesman

Sun,
https://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/79498195

joy on the occasion, the Prime
Minister said that the day
marks a new chapter in the
Viksit UP, Viksit Bharat Abhiyan,

In his speech, the Prime
Minister said he had spoken
at length in Parliament and
held detailed discussions with
Chief Ministers on tackling
the crisis arising from the
ongoing conflict.

Mr Modi appealed to the
people to face this crisis with
a calm mind and patience,
callingit the greatest strength
of Indians. Reiterating the
government’s stance, he said

29 March 2626

‘ Thisisthe
statethat
chosemeasits
representative and
made meaMember
ofParliament,and
itsidentityis now
associatedwith this
magnificentairport.

NARENDRAMODI,
PRIMEMINISTER OFINDIA

that what serves the interest
of Indians and of India alone
puides thepolicy and strategy
of the Government of India"
1 am fully confident that all
political parties will lend
strength tothe country's united
efforts,” he stressed,
Speakingabout the curmrent
global situation, the Prime
Minister observed that the
entireworld is deeply concemed
today, witha war ragingonin
West Asia for over a month,

creating crises of essential
commaodities, including food,
petrol, diesd, gas, and fertilisers,
in many countries. He noted
that Indiaimports averylarge
quantity of crude oil and gas
from the conflict-affected
region. "The government is
taking every possible stepto
ensure that the burdenof this
crisisdoesnot fallonordinary
families and farmers” MrModi
affirmed.

He noted that India’s largest
state has now become one of
the states with the highest
mumberof international airports.
PM Modi shared that he felt
doubly proud, first, for having
laid the foundation stone of
this airport andnow inaugura-
ting it, and second, because
the name of this grand airport
is linked to Uttar Pradesh.

"Thisisthestate thatchose
me a5 its representative and
made me a MemberofParlia-
ment, and its identity is now

associted with thismagnificent

airport,” he remarked.
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Jewar Airportanchors BJP’s2027
pitchondelivery and development

VIBHASHARMA
New Deffif, 28 March

The inauguration of the Jewar
Intemational Airport marks
not just amajor infrastructure
milestone but alsoa key political
moment forthe BIP, reinforcing
its govemance namrativeahead
of the 2027 Uttar Pradesh
Assembly elections. Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath,
seeking a thind consecutive
term, is expected to anchor
part of his campaign around
the project’s delivery and its
economic potential,
Launchingthe airport, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
underscored thegovemment's
focus onexecutinglong pending
projects while targeting dvals
siich as the Samajwadi Party
and the Congress for delays
He noted that the project

had originally received approval
duringthe Atal Bihari Vajpayee
grvemnment in 2003 but remmained
stalled foryears. "Generations
have passed, but the airport
was not built;” he remarked,
ad ding that between 2004 and
20M, undertheUnited Progressive
Alliance thepmjed remained
largeyconfined to files. Positioned
asacatalyst for Uttar Pradesh’s
economy and a major boost
to connectivity across the
National Capital Region, the
airport has long featured in
the BJP’selectoral messaging,
inchuding during the 2017 and
2022 Assemnbly polls. The party
has consistently highlighted
its potential for job creation
and regional development,
even as opposition parties
raised concerns over land
acquisition. Local sentiment

now suggests early signs of

Sun, 29 March 2026
https://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/79498203

economic momentum. Besidents  tourism, particularly for nearby
and stakeholders view the  hubs such as Mathura and
project as a game-changerfor  Agra Spreadacross 7200 acres,

employment in western Uttar
Pradesh, with anticipated
spillover benefits in logistics,
warehousing, industry, and

the airport ~ planned with six
runways ~ is also expected to
easecongestion at Delhis Indira
Gandhi International Airport.
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For many, airport a path to future

ShalngeeAllameZ Limesalindia. coif

Nodde: As P4 Modi weeiled the Noida
Imlernaibonal Adeporl, the erowd gath-
rred umddor the sun earried more than
st euriozity — thev carried plans

Far Bivivam Bumian, & BTeoh =1l
ent fram Bulind=hahr, the airpert i
a bridge to his future abroad: For Haj
Rumar Sharoea’™s Gunily of is the fow
ndetion of a business dream.  Aer-
s MNelda, Jdewar and reighbBaaring
tmwns: the momd at the insdgnrasiom
was ore ol guiel cpimisn, driven |.!-'-
Lhne prsd e ol oppdrsanily, Teaster rsed
wmtd ool sronamy

Thonsands attendad the event. many
hopimg the aisport weald bring prosper

Iy alons withconvenence

Shivaen Kumiar, who shedies comp
uter sewnce at Gantam Buddhe Univer-
iy s the abrpard would siendfieanely
et teavel time for thase fiving in Modido
amd western UR "My elder brother
works [n Duabeid &od u=saeEtly Dies Drom
Mekhi Beaching MG takes theee to Four
hurs from Bulandshabe With this aie-
ok, it will e phoul un hour Tabse hope
o o abresd stter my studies, snd this
Wk rake a e TErenee, " he adad e,

For Families whose land was ac
quired, the project represenis both loss
e e heginnings, Baj Rumar$harma
fram Nonala Shrei Gepal villsge said
his 12 sores were acquived for the: aie-
parl “My children are studving. One k=

preparing lor U'SC, anothey B2 paesnd-
g BA LLE My doghder is stodyimg
fashicn design in Ahmedabad. With new
pEaieclE coming up i YEIRY ares, she
now plans to =tart her own yenhare in
the apperel pack,” he said

Tloe ripgrde eMect B alnsdy visthle in
thaneighhouringdistricts

G:'-.I'I'I.'I:'Il el Irom Dibal noted Usar
laral prices in Bulimbshahr have dow
pled m rocent years. " Retes have gone
MFom B 0-10 lakh e sere to neariy Bs 30
Takh. O the airport is operarinmal, iz
will berrefit our regton as well " e said.

Located] wliout S0km Tmom Lhe Noak
atrport, hee added that Bulandzhahr
farmers could soon Nae cargo fhellities
o bt st prodsee neense Mickenily
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PM backs ethanol blending as
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Two Airports In Region To Operate As Integrated Aviation Network; To Reduce Congestion, Increase Passenger Capacity

Jewar Airport Gives ngs To Noida’s Dreams
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Noida earlier used as
‘AI'M for loot’, now
scaling new highs: 'M
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Connectivity to Noida airport set to turn Fbad into logistics hub

SUMEDHA SHARMA
FARIDABAIY, MARCH 28
Having been overshadowed
by its NCR cousin Gurugram
for decades now, Faridabad
has pinned hopes of redemp
tion on the newdy maupurated
Noida International Airport,
popularty called Jewar airport,

With the launch of better
connectivity to the airport,
Faridabad is poised to shed
its “industrial backyard”
tag to become a key logis-
tics, residential and com-
mercial hub in the National
Capital Region (NCR).

At the heart of this shift is
connectivity. A newly devel
oped 3l-km greenfield
expressway linking Ballabh-
garh's Sector 65 to the air-
port has reduced travel time
from nearlytwo hourstojust
15-20 minutes. A new Yamu-
na bridge further strength-
ens this corridor, effectively
placing Faridabad within
immediate reach of global
air connectivity.

The newly inaugurated Moida | nternational Airport.

Urban planners say this
eliminates the city's long-
standing “dead-end” peog-
raphy and intepgrates it
inte NCR's primary eco-
nomic grid.

“Faridabad is finally witness-
ing its renaissance moment.
The 20-minute connectivity to
the international airport will
help the city harness its full
potential. From being a side-
kick to Gurugram, Faridabad
will finally be the main charae-
ter in Harvana's gmwth story:
There is no lookin g back now,”
said Harvana Minister and
Faridabad MLA Vipul Goel,

The
inaupuration are already
visible across  sectors.
Greater Faridabad, partic-
ularly the MNeharpar
region, is witnessing a
surge in investor interest.

Eev sectors such as 64, 65,
98, 99 and 110 located near
the expressway corridor are
emerging as high-growth
zones. Property prices in
these pockets are projected
to rise by 20-30 per cent over
the next two wears, with
affordable housing steadily
transitioning into mid-pre-
mium segments.

ripple effects of

Villages like Sotai, Chan-
dawali and Mohana are also
seeing  increased demand
for plotted developments,
driven by their proximity to
the new Yamuna brid ge and
airport corridor,

Faridabad’'s strategic loea-
tinn at the intersection of the
Delhi-Mumbai  Expressway,
the FEastern  Peripheral
Expressway and the airport
link is tuming the Ballabh-
garh-Palwal belt mto what
industry experts call a “logis-
tics polden triangle.”

With the airport expected to
function as a major cargo hub,
warehousing, freipht  han-
dling and multi-modal logis-
tics parks are set to expand
rapidly. Industral sectors
such as 58 and 58 are also like-
Iy to witness renewed activity,
particularly from export-ork
ented units  leveraping
improved connectivity,

The airport’s Phase 1 capac-
ity of 12 million passengers
annually is expected to gener-
atespill-over demand in Farid-

abad’s hospitality and retail
sectors. Developers are eveing
opportunities  for  business
hotels, serviced apartments
and Grade-A office spaces
along the Fandabad-Noida-
Gharabad (FNG ) eorndor.
Real estate stakeholders
believe the airport would
anchor long-term economic
growth in the region. Manik
Malik, CEO and president of
BPTE said the airport, along
with infrastructure projects
like the FNG Expressway
and DMIC corridor, will
“enhance connectivity and

strenpgthen linkapes between
residential  zones and
employment centres”,

Rohit Kishore, CEO of
Hero Realty, highlighted
how the airport 15 reshaping
biver sentiment across
NCR. “Infrastructure-led
growth, seamless connectiv-
ity and rising aspirations
are  driving sustained
demand across both mid
and premium housing seg-
ments.” he sad.
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PM mmaugurates11.200-cr int I airport in Noida

Yogl Guvtake mald

SHE BE[-HLR S[N-GH
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28
PrimeMinister Narendra Mods
on Satumday inaugurated the
Noida Intemational Anport in
Jewar, projecting it as a major
mirastructure push to boost
connectivity and economic
growth, while flagging the
onpning West Asia conflict as a
souree of global disniption.
The Prime Minister said the
airport would play a key mle
m linking western Uttar
Pradesh and the National
Capital Region with plobal
markets, He noted that
reginns such as Agra, Mathu-
ra, Aliparh, Meerut and Fand-
abad stand to benefit through
mproved access, trade and
employment oppotunities.
BReferring to the global situ-
ation, Modi said the conflhict in
West Asin has triggered sup-
ply pressures seross fuel, gas,
fertilisers and food, affecting
several countries. He pointed
out that Indias dependence
on crude imports from the
repion makes the situation
sensitive, The PM said the

1 ..|~ f!fff

{1
|I|. lll; ——

Prime Minister Marendra Modi at the Noida Inte matamirp-nrt in
Jewar; and (right) the PM interacts with UP CM Yogi Adityanath.

government 15 takang steps to
enstire that the burden does
not fall on households and
farmers. He called for a calm
and united appmach to deal
with the evolving crisis.
Developed at an estimated
costof around Bs 11,200 crore
in its first phase, the Jewar air-

port features a 4-lom ninway
capable of handling interna-
tonal operations.  Officials
said domestic and cargo flight
services are expected to begin
within 45 days of repulatory
clearance, placing the start of
operations between mid-April
and May 2026, while intemna-

en flight; domestlc cargo operaﬂons

tional services are likely to
commence fmim September
The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) grant-
ed the semdrome licence on
March 6, paving the way for
commercial operations. Onee
functional, the airport is
expected to ease congestion at

likely by May

Delhi's Indira Gandhi Inter-
national  Aimport,  located
abott 90 km away, while serv-
ing a large population in the
NCR and adjnining regions,

Modi said the project forms
part of a broader infrastruc-
ture push in Uttar Pradesh,
citing developments such as
the semiconductor facility in
Noida, expansion of the
Meerut Metro and the Delhi-
Meerut Namo Bharat comridor.
He said these initiatives are
strengthening connectivity
and positioning the region as
an emerging econonme hub.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis-
fer Yopi Adityvanath said the
airport would act as a catalyst
for the state’s development.
Governor Anandiben Patel
and Union Civil Aviation
Minister Ram Mohan Naidu
were also present. Marking
the occasion, a state govern-
ment aireraft undertook its
maiden flight from the Jewar
runway, with the Governor
and Chief Minister travelling
from Moida to Lucknow, sig-
nalling the operational readi-
ness of the airport.
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DGCA RULES ON
VIP FLYING AFTER
PAWAR CRASH

VINEETA FANDEY | DC
NEW DELMHL MARCH 2%

From carrying ot risk
nssessmeent before sach
Obght o having experi-
ol fillote anid crew
the [Nrector Genecal of
Civil Avidiom hins fswerd
Hospecial sl of gaide
H@es to the sviation
pdustry  whiles  [ving
penkral, scabe amd other
iHgnitarles by afivesl
ne poidelines  ivswed

oin Friday alse clearly
mentios (hal he cieEw
should ool be sehjected
o any undie pressine
for afsleaking o Tighl
wihileh oy Dinposs safedy
and that ne last minobe
changes o the plammsd
ik e 10 WIP sogiilis-
menis should be dops
wilh U= crew

The guldelies oo i
the waks of e recenl
crash of Moharashtra's
Dhegnaty CH Adal Puwar

The dmlers jssued b
the DGCA Fake Almed
Eidwal =aid an anakveis
ol earlier accldeils and
tncidonis asyocinted
with nircrall operations
during election Gving of
VI has olien revealed
viokxiion of instructions
aoil safely was jeopar-
s
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Mew DGCA norms
for aircraft flying
VIPs, WiPs

MUMBA]/SEWY DELHI, PTI:
Awiation regulator DGCA
on Friday issued guidelines
fisr abreraft operators Dying
VIPs and WVIPs, including
chief ministers and gover

nors, and emphasised that
the crew sholl mist be sub-

jected pooany wndwe pres:

sure for operating a (laghe
thiat magh foypace safedy,

The guidetines, applicable
for non-scheduled aiveraft
and helicopter operators
carrving YVIPs also come
against the backdrop of the
faral plane crash in Jamuary
that killed Maharashira
Preputy Chied Minsster At
Panwar aswd [our ollsers.

The DCACA said the abe-
critll operator sleould eon-
sure that operations are in
accordance with the Al
craft Rubes and instructinns
issued from dme totime and
thisfghterew isnotsehieet
el o undug pressure for -
|||'r|:1h-|n].:|:|.|'|'i].l;|'t1 which may
et ety

“Any lagr-rinure changes
o e Mgl due to VP re
quiremenes should ke coar-
dinated through the oraan-
isanon’s management, and
nit direcrhywith thecrew”

With respect o election
fying ench operatorshauld
nominate o responsible
person, whe would be ac-
countable Tor ensuring
comtplimnee withallinstree-
Licins.
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Air travel crisis may spread on fuel squeeze

BLOOMBERG
March 28

THEAYIATION CRISSsi:lrti'ng to
gripAsbyisthreateningtointen
ui:p.'l.m! 'iil'rl:'\ﬂl‘i o |'||n:-Fu:= amd
bevond, as energy turmaoil
cansed |'|'g,I the lran war col kles
with seasonal travel demand.

Theamount of jet fuel lost
because of the conflict isulti
muatelytoo much fortheworld's
refiners to offsek Airines from
Vietnam to New Zealand have
started cancellng lhﬁhr-\. as
prices sumge to record highs,
while Chima has curbed fuel
exports o secune supplies. Asiy
has been particulady at fected
because of its exposure to cnade
ol thatnommally comes through
the Strait of Hormuz

The European Unlonand the
UK could be weeks away from
smilarcondithons. Evenin the
U5 = anetoilexporter — some
reglonsane reliant onvobnemble
Asian supply.“You can't fly the

sameamount of flightswithout

WARNING SIGNS

mSa F:r._
countnes
inthe IEA have
agreed to

make

400 mn

bamels of ol
available —
the vast
myority is
crude

® in March, global refinery output of
jet fuel and kercsena is estimated to
l;ir\qp hy ahaut &00 D00 barrels a d.“r
from the previous month

the same amount of jet foel,
Vilkas Drwivedi, global cnergy
siralegist At Macguare Gooug,
said inan imterview, IF the Strait
of Hormuzrremabng closad there
will be an acccleration of
groun ded planes over the comr
ingweelks, he added

Even if the vital waterway
that connects of indrast mec ture
Ingide the Persfan Gulf tothe

rest af the world isopened won,
the damage done o the global
supply chabnmeany s full pecoy-
erywilltake wedks or months
While the U5 and Lerasl s war
on the Islamic Republic has
severely dbaepried ghobal enes gy
supplies, the pressire on avia
tion is particulardy intense Totl
jet Fuel demand amounted to

7. 8milionbarmladaylastyear

— thie base product, whidh kale
used forhmting. Now, theetfec
thve closune of the Perdan Gulf
MEAns a "iiEﬂH want Fl'nprl'l!inn
ofpglobal shipments ane stuck At
the same time, refmerics m Asea
havebern forced toout produc-
i ddue o missing crude from
the Middle East

%o far, countries n the TEA
have agmed to make 400mil
Hon barreds ol ol lavailable — the
vastmajortyiscrude The resule
o far has been jet fuel prices
sUTEIng to record hiEh:_ with
some wsts doubling since the
start of the year It's outpaced
pains in aude ol and many
other |1p1:rnlr'|.|m pmu:lllr'l.'l.. On
Friday, jet fuclin Burope stood at
$1, 713,50 tom — the ] Ll
lent of about 5215 a barrel
acearding fo figures from Gen-
cral Inde, "When you've seen a
sudiden spike, it k a bg chal-
lenge! WillicWalsh, the director
general of the International Alr
Tr.'u:u'qﬂ:l:t Assoctation, sad

In March, global refinery

outpart of jet fued and kenrene
is pstimated to drop by about
G0O000 barmsls & J.1:|.' from the
previous mont h, acoordi ng ta
figures from Energy Acpects’
(hiX service. Easg the crunch
for now ks a March dedine of
400,000 barrels a day in
demand from the Middle East,
wihersakr ine s such s Emirates,
Etihad Arwaysand CatarAir
ways have cancellad Mights
becuseof the war

Al wold, & total of about 37
milhon barrels of et fuel and
kerosene would be lost this
mamith and next if Hormusz
docsn't eopen, as peran estl
miate from Eugene Lindedl, head
of refined products at consul
tancy FGE Mexant BCA. Evendl
the conflict de-cscalates,” the
market won't snap back Imme-
dimtely, said Drkhan Rustamiow,
founderand CED ofcomimodity
tading firmAlkagesta “Them's
afways a lagas trade flows nor
mabise, refinery yields adjust,

and airlines rebuild schedules.”
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ICRA lowers Indian aviation
sector outlook to negative

fnmncinn

mERriNLie

Hatmngs - agency EOHA on
Friclay revised ils outisol sm
i Bynline gsrlatioe |ndvenry 1o
negatier from skable, cEing
disrogiioss 0 interngisl
alrspage lalknaing ehe pacil
thimof geopilckes] reoslons in
Wit Ay

The revison in eleok s
alan on secoant of o charp
deprecistion of the  rupes
gl fhe US dollis gl an
xpevicd indrease B oavision
turhine fuel JATF) prices
ICRA sad These [cinrs sre
likely an sigrificanthy increse
el privadnmes foe aldines
i as daniand growth o
donnside sk

The rimgs agency =iy
CHIMHEATE AilF s npet (el
SEiHals 1o e & 0% 1 3% Bl
the wngoasy fscal year o
miernatosal passenger i
gl for Isabian carricos m
T 0% This indicaes o
relofively wiak  pear-ferm
démnand - eeviromeserd Pridi
10 tho West Asten erisls, ICRA

had esmimared domeszic air
pamenper waffic growh & %
e L and mdirmativial trafic
o 1B Tor Brellam cirrivi ml
F% to L1 far FYIT Howsver
these projeeions nosw Carry 4
dimrwerd bas

Fight canaciations: di
RErspate Chobames,  GollHed
with highes airfares following
the ey of fivsl aurchonrgss —
rerimabed G 3% oh il of e
ifgn ke pricss — &
expected to weigh oo passer-

ger bralBe prowth. ICHA sid

Maddirienai the nerourg of
gt i Blisly 1 Increase fud
burn and operating coss.
Moo the removal of
abrfare caps by the DGCA

posesi furteer demmaide rigks
A sdarp Thee i ovickes prices
ol dampen trevel demasd
ICRA Bl eorlivr prigecicd
net Insses dor ihe mvission
Indisiry - parrow (o L0
CTUCE o PRI crore In FYUE

Hirwvetier, recemt peapolBi-
il Jevelcpimenta. Ao
OETelcy moverrenis usd ris-
Ing fued posts have introduced
B divmwsic] Bdae o 1 hwiee el
erhes Fof YL Ahe Indissnry
ls expected o orepait nel
losses of “TOLOD0 crope. io
TELEOHT e

Thix e cas ol
Ity 18 being cxscirbdiod by
gkl cod  chalénsies
el gl aocmms for 0% o

lcra said the
mxpected [osses are
significantly lower
than 21,600 crore
and 17,900 crore
reported In FY2022
and FY2023,

respactivaly

A ol urlines’ operming
expenies while 35% i G of
sl ol inclufimg lense
sl - imainienane
e dollar-denaminaied, mak:
ing airlines highty vulnemble
o Teney  deprocuriian
BCRA kel

Chil ke regubales
Drecoconie. General of Clve
Sotmtion remmved price cams
i air faees baer weeek afrer ale
limer wared ol Nesneisd
stress doe 0 rising fued oosts
and opemdonal dEraslions
KHA expeits ihis move
vredle il preivare for
e sechin i passenger iralllc
orpmth B ekpeciod f0 ke &
hir If faores rine stgmdficently.
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AAIB seeks SOP to end turf war
with DGCA over probe roles

Dhalrya Gajara

LY

The  Alrersl Aerilen
Investigesinn Farem (A AK)
e revvenmaended o saecacd
eperating poviedure {801 1o
chiatly defime Ehe nodes ol the
AALE apd ihe Directomie
GeEneral ol Clvil Avisticn
(THGCAY during [he ortica
[ Gt R filkises ol
IViaLlon GCIUrTenCes.

The recommendsson wis
dorinesiund o gt ol fhee Dinal
ENVERTEFRATRON . ieenrl 1AL @
sy engine fire involvisg
an Air Endlia Express direrali
which arecstigainr fraced o
4 perssent ol leak

The isvesigaion cenored
[Ka ] .'I|I:||_I|r|L'.‘q.'l'|||l.'il|l1l'¢:.l|l
Adr Iedin Expriss abreralr
regisiered a8 VIATE. where
the erew was Ereed oo et
b Bengsluiy wrpsl soon
alter take=0l Ge 1o Niv in

opg of the englnes an My B,
rl3. The report abserssd
ikl engine parameiers in the
vkt ckl not shane abuior-
muilicies, baw the erew and
passengers reporoed {lames
Paarstipe  freen the  right
enpine.  Aler Geclaring
hlayday, e crew renmmed
ik abrtvadt 10 Bengaliorn adr-
Lk whire [Hicineh earin=
pirateil thet aFnies
According 1AMl [ind-
ings. the moe: probable cume
ol ihe Tire wes o ko o
listtriesmingg ol D vhe el
syslermy where i berdted. “The
laflure af the Mad béarme
subseguently . coused  hepey
wear of the sl s ahrad
ol - seuling, aiea s assocl
e roor inibalaiice, losding
I efwcativg ol bk o
L echanst Sysiem and sibes
quent  flwe”  the  report
sldoed b 0y sl ty rosnmiise-

ditiema Lthe AARR calkead kor @

S0P o definease the roldiss and
resporivalivis of the avErmion
regulstar sod the avistion
dccideml imsthoator |8 Bt
thaa  while the Alrcmb
Nerbdert  amd  Incidest
Ivesigation Wides provide d
frimencck. practical gaps
memmin. Since the - AAH wes
carveil auf of the TGEA Safety
Threctorade 1 ML, che Ivainsd-
B oof Praei Peds duf rhadibia | by
led 0 paralkd investigaisons
anif duplicesion’ of ellort To
meclily this, e AALR pro
el el bk | PR
exovisation S0P, emplussing
thei the obsesce of delinmd
procedwres during the nglal
mespomes pliass risks copno
miging cvidence. The pig
pascd S0P would cdearly
delive what the DGCA and
AAIB shiald dio dhe momeni 4
notfaarion |5 received and
eraty @ micthadology ke by
el trdnifer of evidenoe
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IndiGo flight lands safely
at IGI after engine failure

Meha LM Tripathi

LT Y T F P T ]

MEW DELHIZ A& fll smergency
was declared oo Saturday mome-
ing for an [IndiGa flight
approaching Delhi after the air-
craft repartes] an engine Frilare
shortly hefare Landing, officinks
aware af the matter sasd. Al
e mermbiers nnid passengers
made a-=mie nding despite the
techndrcal issue, they snid.

The incident tnok place at
10 3%m

{¥hicinls idenafied the flighe
wevice s Endifio s 6F 579 pper-
ncimg from Visakhanatnam
Mew Thethi, with 161 peopls nn
baard. The flight made a safe
landing at the Indira Gandhi
Internatinnnl  Adrpart  at
i0Edam, The afrermal, a Boeing
TAT-E0, v piven prianty lang-
img nn mmway- 28 Snllawing the
mii-airalert. efficials said

——— T e, ey
Indizo npermntes five Boeing

T3-S nircraft on pwel-lense
fram Tarkey-based Corendnn
Airlines.

In a statement, Indilin sid o
“technscal sang” was defectad
shortly before landing. “As o pre-
cautianary step and 1o accord-
ance with the standard operat-
ing pracedure,  the pilots
regquesied prinrity landing and
the aircraft errived. sately ar
Inclirn Gandha Internatiomal Air-
part, Dl All relevant nuthan-
riess were: (o ey indnemied aed
the airmsft is Endergoimg neees-

rary checks and maintenance,”
the airline sid.

[nditin aperates five Boeing
TA7-EMhaircraft on o wet-lease
from Turkey-based Cosendnn
Airlines,

Acrardimg to almpert afficials,
thie pilets repocted n faithire of
meengine ardl soupk immeds
atedeamnes o land as o premy
tionary measurs. Emergency
response teames were placed oo
staniliy as per protocnid

“All aperatinns are normal,”
an airpert oticial, requesting
nnnevematy, maad, ndeing that the
gituntiom was hrooght under
coartrol afer the ammeraft landed
sadetv and tooaed to Fhe terminal.

Paszenprers were steended ta
b cheeadrline smfand the Delhi
Ingernapanal Asport Lid [TEAL)
terminal npemtines team wpnn
arrival.

The mirline reiterated thar
salety remains its tap princity.
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Air India Express raises borrowing cap

Dipall Banka & Abhishek Law
ripid | kmba@lieernl amm

MUMBAL'MEW DELHE Alr India
Express bas rajsed s borrowing
tEme by 23% re #7500 crore 1o
fund near-term-and nexs-flscal
opcrations. marking lis third
Imcreass sinee merging AlrAsia
Bndla iz 2028 and underacoring
consdnued urmdence ar the Tasa
Carcalprs Losy -0t CaITher.

[he eove signals deepening
financial sorain & budae alr-
Umne. which hss soon losscs
veiden sharply oven as revenac
grows, With crisde prices rislng
and Weat Aslan alrspacc clos
sures disnapng oporations, the
hilaher Berrowing ceillog gves
the alrilne breathing room o
manage cash Bows—but also
hilghligbs the mouniing pres-
gure of the Tam Growp = avla-
tlza et

I iorder to meaniags O [ e
arv-March S026) cash: Bowsand
support the annaal operating
plam, It 1= proposed e cohance
the overall Borrowing lmees by
35 orare,” =il & spocial rese
oluton passed by Afr Indla
Express shanchodders ars meet:

T movie skgnads decpening financial strain af the budgerairine
wihtheh hias seen losses widen sharply even as pevenue grows,

Inz on Februsary 24 and fled
with the mingsery of corporaso
affalrs om March Xk

Under the Caompanles Act,
2013, 2 special resalution
requines aporoda by a1 beast 75%
of che voes cast bwshanchakdors.

“The alrline has Mncreased
borrowing [mis 2nd [t is per-
haps alse an indicatéon that It
wianis to expand, The Middle
East conillet has scverchy
Impscoed s operations and
profimbilice. May bedrwill oy o

Ineresse Gomestic oporatons ar
gap i Indizan markos more, spe
clally the smalber cloy—larger
cliy roanes, and & aacordingly
making provisions for funds, [t
akso nob necessary they will be
usireg ehe cntiee borrowing Hft
Froonid be fustan cnabling pro-
wislon oo, " sabd G5 Bawa, see
retary gencral, Al Travellers
Azsoriatlon [A1A], & consamer
TiZ s groU,

Alr Indla Express did not
respond b MInrs queries,

Alr Indla-Express, 8 whokly-
owndd substdiamy of Alr India,
fires ratsod fs borno ing [m o
FLLEM) crore In Ocrober 2024,
ol b Further Incresse o
4000 crore In MNowember 2004

1 he abrline ended March 2005
with #FL0ET 4 crore In debr
Ieecading tease labdliges). With
the revieed colling, IToan now
bosTow U e 217,500 crare—a
figure that would exceed lts
116 AKIS crone rovende st year,

Hesenue rose 28% year-an-
vear o AT crord in Fy2s,
Himeszser, losses expamded mooe
than fourfold po #5824 crore,

Dbt fexclading lease Eabild-
tes] fjumped Bl% from 362617
COTE & year carlber w0087 4
CTOTE,

Pursimpéy. Alr India Expacss
host abwowt #.36 on oviery 3100 of
TEvenLES

In comparison. parcnt Air
India's revenae Tose 15% to
FHLOY0 orere In FYES, Under
chiled exocurdve offbcer Campbell
wilsom, it cur losses to £3.976
crore fram £3,031 evore a vear
carlier—rransiamng i & loas of
roughly #6.5 for overy i)
cammed.
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The Boeing 737 aircraft made an e:mergengﬁ_.f Iand_ing at the Delhi

DELHI

= -
s - —

e e e o

airport, following a mid-air technical glitch. pTi

Flight from Vizag
makes emergency
landing in Delhi

The Hindu Bureau
VISAKHAPATNAM

An IndiGo flight from here
made an emergency land-
ing at the Indira Gandhi In-
ternational Airport in New
Delhi on Saturday morn-
ing, after a technical glitch,
sources said.

The Boeing 737 aircraft
operating flight no. 579
from here to Delhi was car-
rying 160 passengers and
crew members when the
pilots reported an issue
with one of the engines.

The emergency was re-
ported at 10.39 a.m. as the
flight approached the na-
tional capital, prompting
the Delhi airport authori-
ties to activate emergency
protocols.

Despite the single-en-
gine failure, the flight crew
executed a precise landing.
All passengers and crew
were reported safe.

The aircraft is undergo-
ing a technical inspection.
IndiGo has leased the air-
craft from Turkiye’s Coren-
don Airlines.

29 MARCH 20286
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IndiGo flight faces
‘engine failure’,
makes emergency
landing at IGIA

#loki Bingh
NewDedld March 28

& DELHE-BOUND Sadhae faght, chorsdng o0 L
passenzers and opemcing fom ik
st an e i ey landing o the Teadles Caaudhi
Enrernzoiodud (TG0 Adnpoetalar e ale falt repon sd
omid-aechnicl e on Sty moming

Aocoedng roofficlale, o full smengency wat de-
dared al K9 am. "The fiphe, 6E 5, was g Boding
TAr-EE airem i and was Ty, Thl (eEnaims oo
i re pas. i piet reponed
b 1 s en g whilpg e iciching Helhl,
g st il iawicr s e Sl o rscy pr-
oo ak Chead e, s alliciad okl

Thar e s hbedi Beeclimwoniadinahdy &8 R
cfifues o Besied Landead saf=ly e 50053 ao ohf sy
PR H TS T TR R ST TR N ST R TTRITH B
By e sl oz clhosa] TEanin, Wiks poaosdon STy
s & peac o Mo deages s poods e e repomsd
o T e

Ancilicial BeahizDelhil Flee Serviocs (DG 1sod
A reparding the amerpeney landimzees e el
of S am Al passengers ware sl deplansd. end
ot Tl ki withiche Dely itematonal e
vt Lhrndie] (EH L b ieromenad o send bonr = fn Hn-
crrred proge care sl e ETnoe Sor LhosE o b rd,
1o et ran|

Tt A Fiiri b satal ol et e st sl
e | o o e e e sd e |

Plomriahille, Tl b, Lo sbicrmei, smich “Areahi
elral snagwers demensd dwothy besisie L Inggen In
ol Tl AT G v et Mt e b syl 1
o Di2Thi odt 23 pelapcd 3086, As g praralirionaryg @
and In accardance wih che pandasd cpamleg
prooedur, the pllobs s nod fior pricrny lundisg
ol the eradT arrived safely ef Indin Gandded n-
et al Aol e

B a slmidlay Inchdens Sea puoeh, wSpdoedeifign
e ng irem el oo Leh repursd mehe serdonal
caprbalior s rem g iscseiond b e e g
OHe O i e ahortiy aher sake- ofl

Thae mriorai L bl wasbesry, o il prossenpers iy
vitthmiiaal newrrc i O dedalond el |l brdiic s
ULl ek R 0 T TR T P T S EURTE T e LU
Aighr, Eelkas g witich elista sl walidy prosidhog
e .

AnindGn arcpli alier makng as smergeney
Eamt iy ol Hrme il il erirgand | oo S bukiny. g
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INDIGO FUGHT
LANDS SAFELY
AT IGIA AFTER
ENGINE FAILURE
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Delhi-bound IndiGo

flightlandssafely
afterenginefailure

UNITEDNEWS OF INDIA
Kolkata, 28 March

Afull emerpency was declared
on Saturday morning at Delhi's
Indira Gandhi International
Airport after an IndiGo flight
trvelling from Visakhapatnam
to the capital reported an
engine failure mid-air.

Acconding to preliminary
reports on the inddent, IndiGo
flight 61 579,a Boeing 737-800
carrying 161 people, experenced
anissue with one ofits engines
during the flight.

A full emergency was
declared at 10:39 am as the
aircraft neared Delhi

The aircraft had ample fuel
on board, with an estimated
endurance of more than six
hours, and was directed to

The Statesman

Sun,

https://epaper.thesta @

landon Runway 28.1t landed
safely at 10:54 am.

Airport sourcesstated that
all standard emergency
procedures were put into
action, with rescue and
firefighting teams deployed
on standby as a precaution.
No hazardous materials were
reported to be on board.

In a statement, an IndiGo
spokesperson said atechnical
issue was identified shortly
before flight 6E 579 landed
at Delhifrom Visakhapatnam
on 28 March,

"As aprecaution andin line
with standard operating
procecures, the pilots requested
priority landing and the aircraft
landed safely at Indira Gandhi
International Airport in Delhi;”
the statement read further.

29 March 2028
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WILL HANDLE 1,700 DOMESTIC AND 380 INTERNATIONAL DEPARTURES A WEEK

New airlines, new cities: 25% more
international flights from Abad

Miyati Parikhe timesidfindia.com

Ablmedabad: Sardar  Val-
labililsteal Petel Inbernational
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Air India to shift
all flight ops to T2

Ahmedabad: Alr indea will
shift all s doemestic Night
aperations from Teerinal 1{T1)
1o Termenal 2 (T2 at Sardar
Valizhhishal Palel mbernalaons!
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IndiGo flight makes
emergency landing

Teaes Npas Nemwmies
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L= replester priority
lamd L, AL relavant salls-
ritics wenn promptly infor
med, and the aiseraft 15 un-
fergning necessary chechs
an maintenames”



	AA DL 29MAR2026.jpg
	AA DL 29MAR2026A.JPG
	AU DL 29MAR2026.JPG
	AU DL 29MAR2026A.JPG
	AU DL 29MAR2026B.jpg
	AU DL 29MAR2026C.jpg
	AU DL 29MAR2026D.JPG
	DB DL 29MAR2026.jpg
	DB DL 29MAR2026A.jpg
	DBU DL 29MAR2026.JPG
	DBU DL 29MAR2026A.jpg
	DH-BAN-28 MAR.JPG
	DJ DL 29MAR2026.jpg
	DJ DL 29MAR2026A.jpg
	DJ DL 29MAR2026B.jpg
	DJ RS 29MAR2026.JPG
	DJ RS 29MAR2026A.JPG
	ET DL 29MAR2026.JPG
	ET DL 29MAR2026A.jpeg
	FE DL 29MAR2026.jpg
	FE DL 29MAR2026A.jpg
	FE DL 29MAR2026B.JPG
	FPJ-MUM-28 MAR.JPG
	HT DL 29MAR2026.jpg
	HT DL 29MAR2026A.jpg
	HT DL 29MAR2026C.JPG
	HT DL 29MAR2026D.JPG
	HT DL 29MAR2026E.jpg
	HT-ND-29 MAR.jpg
	HU-ND-29 MAR.JPG
	IE-ND-29 MAR -A.JPG
	IE-ND-29 MAR -B.jpg
	IE-ND-29 MAR.jpg
	JS DL 29MAR2026.JPG
	MP DL 29MAR2026.jpg
	MP DL 29MAR2026A.jpg
	MS DL 29MAR2026.jpg
	NBT DL 29MAR2026.JPG
	NBT DL 29MAR2026A.jpg
	PIO-ND-29 MAR -D.jpg
	PIO-ND-29 MAR.JPG
	PIO-ND-29 MAR-A.JPG
	PIO-ND-29 MAR-B.JPG
	PIO-ND-29 MAR-C.JPG
	PK DL 29MAR2026.jpg
	PK DL 29MAR2026A.JPG
	ST DL 29MAR2026.jpg
	ST DL 29MAR2026A.jpg
	TG-KOL-28 MAR.JPG
	TOI-ND-29 MAR- C.JPG
	TOI-ND-29 MAR.JPG
	TOI-ND-29 MAR-A.JPG
	TOI-ND-29 MAR-B.JPG
	TRI DL 29MAR2026.JPG
	TRI DL 29MAR2026A.JPG
	AU DL 29MAR2026.JPG
	DB DL 29MAR2026.JPG
	DB DL 29MAR2026A.JPG
	DC-HYD-28 MAR.JPG
	DH-BAN-28 MAR.JPG
	DJ DL 29MAR2026.JPG
	DJ DL 29MAR2026A.jpg
	DJ RS 29MAR2026.JPG
	FE DL 29MAR2026.JPG
	FPJ-MUM-28 MAR.JPG
	FPJ-MUM-28 MAR-A.JPG
	HT DL 29MAR2026.JPG
	HT-ND-29 MAR.JPG
	HT-PAT-28 MAR.JPG
	HU-ND-29 MAR.jpg
	IE-ND-29 MAR.JPG
	NBT DL 29MAR2026.JPG
	NVT DL 29MAR2026.JPG
	PIO-ND-29 MAR.JPG
	ST DL 29MAR2026.jpg
	TOI-AHM-28 MAR.JPG
	TOI-ND-29 MAR.JPG

