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Private jet travel market rises after 2-year lull

Mihir Mishra

mihir.mishra@livemint.cam

MNEW DELHI: India’s private jet
market is witnessing a resur-
gence after two years, riding
busy business travel in the
world's fastest-growing large
economy and demand during
general elections.

Private jet and helicopter
activity jumped 18.2% on year
to 106,300 movements in the
April-August period this fiscal,
according to data sourced from
the Airports Authority of India
(AAT).

That's close to the record
110,800 movements during the
same period in 2021, when
India’s wealthy opted for char-
ters over premium classes of
commercial flights to avoid
contracting the coronavirus.
This spike was followed by two
consecutive years of decline in
2022 and 2023.

“India is in demand and that
is fuelling this growth—multi-
ple top executives of global
companies are flying in their
private jets to India from all
parts of the world to Delhi,
Mumbai, Chennai, Bengaluru

and Ahmedabad,” said Santosh
Sharma, founder of Bookmyjet,
an online platform for booking
business jets. “Many of them
are also taking business jets in
the domestic sector for some
leisure travel—say flying to
Agra.”

According to Sharma, corpo-
rates flying would be contribut-
ing about 70% of the increase in
demand for charters, followed
by other factors including elec-
tion-related flying.

Higher business travel mir-
rors investor and business
interest in the resilient Indian

economy amid global uncer-
tainties.

The nation is also offering
incentives to boost local manu-
facturing of everything from
solar panels and electrolysers
to semiconductors.

And global and local execu-
tives from the manufacturing
and technology to software ser-
vices sectors criss-crossing the
country to evaluate opportuni-
ties and strike deals.

“India continues to emerge
as a critical playver in the global
economy, attracting significant
interest from multinational

corporations, who rely on pri-
vate aviation to navigate India's
diverse business landscape,
particularly when accessing
tier 2 and tier 3 cities,” said
Kanika Tekriwal, founder and
chief executive officer of Jet-
SetGo, a private jet manage-
ment company.

“Domestic companies, par-
ticularly in the startup ecosys-
tem and various other fast-
growing sectors, are increas-
ingly turning to private
aviation to support their expan-
sion strategies..” Tekriwal
added.
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Navi Mum airport will be
named after DB Patil: Min

G Mohiuddin Jeddy
htmetro@hindustantimes.com

PANVEL: Union minister of state
for civil aviation Murlidhar
Mohel has said that the upcom-
ing Navi Mumbai International
Airport will soon be named
after the late Dinkar Balu Patil,
a former MP and activist who
led several protests by farmers
and land owners in Navi Mum-
bai when the Maharashtra gov-
ernment acquired land in the
area in the 1970s and 1980s to
build a planned city.

The announcement came fol-
lowing a meeting of top project-
affected person (PAP) leaders of
the region with union civil avia-
tion minister Kinjarapu Ram
Mohan Naidu in Delhi on Mon-
day. Naidu assured the Loknete
DB Patil Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport All Party Action
Committee, a group formed by
protesting PAPs, that their
demand would be met.

Navi Mumbai PAPs and
members of the Agri-Koli com-
munity have held large protests
over the last few years to push
for their demand to name the
airport after Patil. The previous
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) gov-
ernment, under former chief
minister Uddhav Thackeray,
had proposed to name the air-
port after Shiv Sena founder Bal
Thackeray.

Following the protests, the
MVA had approved naming the
airport after Patil on its last day
in office in June 2022. Its suc-
cessor, the Eknath Shinde-
headed Mahayuti government
had also passed a resolution for
the same at its first cabinet
meeting. The resolution was
approved by both houses of the
state legislature and sent to the

Who is DB Patil?

#Born on January 13, 1926, in
the village of Jasaiin
Raigad's Uran area, Dinkar
Balu Patil was a former MP
and social activist who led
several protests by farmers
and land owners in Navi
Mumbai when Cidco
acquired land in the area in
the 1970s and 1980s to
build a planned city.

e He was elected to the
Maharashtra assembly in
1957 from the Panvel-

Uran constituency,
which he
represented for
five consecutive
terms asa
Peasants and
Workers Party
leader.

central government. After not
getting a response, the action
committee took it up directly
with the Centre.

Present for the meeting with
Naidu were former minister of
state Kapil Patil; minister Ravin-
dra Chavan; MPs Srirang Barne
and Dhairyasheel Patil; action
committee chairman Dashrath
Patil; former MPs Ramseth Tha-
kur, Jagannath Patil, and San-
jeev Naik; MLAs Prashant Tha-
kur and Raju Patil, and DB
Patil’s son Atul, among others.

“The Navi Mumbai interna-
tional airport is set to become
Loknete DB Patil Navi Mumbai
Airport soon,” said Mohol. “A
high-level meeting was held [on
Monday] with Naiduji, in which
discussions were held regarding
the Maharashtra government's
resolution. Various technicali-

@ Patil was the leader of the
opposition in the state
assembly from 1972-77 and
was arrested during the
Emergency. He was then
elected as a member of
parliament twice, in 1977
and 1984, from the Kolaba
constituency.

 Patillaunched the PAP
agitation in 1984 against
Cidco, which then offered
the first-of-its-kind

compensation to PAPs.

o He continued to fight
far PAPs till his death,
even leading an all-
party agitation in
February 2013 from an

ambulance. Patil died
on June 24, 2013, at the

age of 87

ties in this regard were posi-
tively discussed. Very soon, the
cabinet will take a positive deci-
sion to honour the feelings of
the movement and the late DB
Patil.”

Panvel MLA Prashant Tha-
kur, who was in the delegation,
said, “The meeting has given a
new high to DB Patil's legacy
and our struggle to get the air-
port named after him. Minister
Naidu has confirmed to us that,
taking into account the senti-
ments of the PAPs, the union
government will soon complete
the naming process and declare
DB Patil's name for NMIA."

Headded, "The ministef told
us that no other name has been
proposed to the ministry for the
airport. He said the government
respects Patil's struggle for the
people and our agitations.”
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UP govt to establish
agricultural export
hub near Jewar airport

PNS B LUCKNOW

he Uttar Pradesh govern-

ment has decided to estab-
lish an export hub near the
Jewar airport to boost agricul-
tural exports. It will be devel-
oped under UP AGREES pro-
ject, facilitaliniijlarge—scnlc
export of two to three key crops
The project, with the objective
of boosting income of farmers,
agricultural productivity and
related industries in Uttar
Pradesh, will be set near Jewar
international airport under the
UP AGREES (Uttar Pradesh
Agriculture Growth and Rural
Enterprises Ecosystem
Strengthening) project. The
initiative will be implemented
with support from the World
Banlk.
In addition, agricultural special
economic zones (SEZ) will be
established to facilitate large-
scale global export of two to
three selected crops. Moreover,
plans are in place to set up two
to three world-class hatcheries.
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
has instructed officials to make
comprehensive arrangements
for promoting loans to farmers
under the UP AGREES
scheme. This initiative by the
Yogi government marks a sig-
nificant stride toward trans-
forming the state’s agriculture
sector into a powerhouse for the
entire nation.
Chief Minister Yogi Adil‘”j;math
has recently approved the UP
AGREES project, aiming to
transform the state’s agriculture
sector and achieve global recog-
nition for its agricultural prod-
ucts. As part of this initiative, an
export hub will be set up near
Jewar airport to facilitate the
promotion and export of high-

value agricultural products such

as peanuts, vegetables, Kala
Namak rice and sesame. Uttar
Pradesh already has a signifi-
cant export portfolio, including
meat, basmati rice, fruits, veg-
etables and various food pro-
cessing products. With this
new initiative, the state aims to
enhance its agricultural exports
further. To support this effort,
30,750 cluster farmer groups
will be developed, and a com-
mon facility centre for exporters
will also be established.

Under the UP AGREES project,
agriculture SEZs will be estab-
lished to facilitate the large-scale
export of two to three key
agricultural products from the
state, focusing on forward link-
algcs to capture a significant
share of the export markets.
These SEZs will be developed
in 11 districts across Uttar
Pradesh.

Specifically, SEZs will be set up
in Siddharthnagar and
Gorakhpur for Kala Namak
rice, while Thansi will have
SEZs for peanuts. Additionally,
districts like Lalitpur will focus
on urad, and Jaunpur, Bhadohi,
Varanasi, Ghazipur and Ballia
will concentrate on vegetables.
The project aims to implement
comprehensive measures to
increase the productivity of
major crops by 30 per cent to
50 per cent over the next five
years, resulting in at least a 25
per cent increase in the incomes
of farmers. Furthermore, a
world-class carbon credit mar-
ket will be established to pro-
mote organic farming prac-
tices.

Local weather stations will be
set up to provide accurate
weather information to food
producers, and two to three
world-class hatcheries will be
created to enhance fisheries.
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Jammed rudder: DGCA issues
safety guidance for Boeing 737

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, OCT. 7

Directorate-general of
civil aviation (DGCA) on
Monday issued an adviso-
ry to Indian airlines oper-
ating Boeing 737 planes
regarding the potential
risk of a jammed rudder
control system.

In India, Air India
Express. Akasa Air and
SpiceJet operate Boeing
747 planes. In its advisory,
the DGCA said all flight
crews are to be informed
regarding the possibility
of a jammed or restricted
rudder control system and
appropriate mitigati
ons must be communi
cated to help crews identi-
fv and handle such a situ-
ation.

All operators have been

» THE ADVISORY comes
after the recent probe
report by the US National
Transportation Safety
Board that highlighted
safety concerns involving
Boeing 737 aircraft lanes
equipped with Collins
Aerospace SVO-730
Rudder Rollout Guidance
Actuators

asked to conduct a safety
risk assessment for air-
craft to evaluate and miti-
gate the risk associated
with the rudder control
svstem.

The advisory comes
after the recent probe
report by the US National
Transportation  Safety
Board (NTSB) that high-
lighted safety concerns
involving Boeing 737 air-

craft lanes equipped with
Collins Aerospace SVO-
730 Rudder Rollout
Guidance Actuators.

“The DGCA has taken
cognisance of the recent

us NTSB Aviation
Investigation Report,
which highlights safety
cCONncerns involving
Boeing 737 airplanes

equipped with Collins
Aerospace SVO-730
Rudder Rollout Guidance
Actuators.”
“Considering the poten-
tial risk of a Jammed ar
Restricted Rudder control
system, the DGCA has
issuedd the following
Interim safety recommen-
dations to all Indian
operators of Boeing
737 aircraft, effective
immediately,” the DGCA
said
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Airbus to source more
components from India

NEW DELHI, Oct 7: Airbus will increase
sourcing of components from India, which
offers plenty of opportunities, according to
the arcraft maker's CEO Guillaume Faury.

The European major, which has bagged huge
arrcraft orders from IndiGo and A India, dou-
bled its sourcing of components and services
from India to 1 hil-
lion euros during the
period from 2019-
2023, he sad.

The company
has more than 100
supphers in India.

At a press brief-
mg i the national
capital on Monday,
Faury, who 1s also
the chairman of the
French Aerospace Industries Association
(GIFAS), said there are plenty of opportuni-
ties in India.

“We will be continuing to grow (sourcing
of components)... We will continue to double
around every 5 years, that 1s in the next dec-
ade to come. It 1s a stable pace,” he said.

In 2023, for the first time, there was more

equipment to be placed on awrcraft, and heh-
copters than IT services. The lines have
crossed, he added.

Compamies that are part of GIFAS make
procurements worth USD 2 hillion annually
from India.

Meanwhile, Airbus has an order book for
around 8,600 air-
craft and expects to
produce about 770
planes this year.

Together, IndiGo
and Air India have

6\)" placed orders for

?. more than 1,000
& planes with Airbus.
About the Indian
_ A market, Faury said
it 15 the fastest-
growing civil aviation market in the world and
there is also fierce competition among air-
lines.

A high-level delegation of GIFAS, with
more than 60 companies and over 100 peo-
ple, 15 on a visit to India as they look to further
hoost partnerships and business opportuni-
ties between the two countries. — PTI
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Short take
Airbus 2024 delivery
gc}a] becomes a stretch

—
Siddharth Philip

irbus SE's already-reduced annual

delivery goal has increasingly

become a long shot, ashandovers
in September haveleft the Eurapean
company with gap for the final three
months that will be a streteh to fll even
ara higher rate,

The company probably managed to
get 30jetliners to customers last month,
according o people familiar with the
figures.

Such a number would bring deliveries
after three months to about 500, leaving
Airbus with a gap of 270 rowards s
annual goal of 770 deliveries,

While the pace tends to pick up
towards the end of the vear, Airbus
would have to consistently hand over
more planes in each of the last three
months than it has managed at any point
so farin 2024, The highest that Airbus
managed in 2023 was 112 deliveries in
December.

Airbus's delivery target is a closely
watched metric in the aviation industry.
In June, the world's largest planemaker
was foreed to cut the poal to 770 from
BOO previously, citing persistent
supply-chain shortages on parts
including interiors and engines.

Airbus declined to comment on
September deliveries ahead of their
scheduled monthly release on
Wednesday. soonesms
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India can produce 8-10 mt
of sustainable aviation fuel

by 2040: Deloitte report

Our Bureau
MNew Delhi

India can produce 8-10 mil-
lion tonnes (mt) of sustain-
able aviation fuel (SAF) an-
nually by FY40 for which
investments worthI6-7 lakh
crore, or roughly $70-85 bil-
lion, would be required.

Deloitte India, in its re-
port on SAF, noted that this
will give impetus to the avi-
ation sector’s decarbonisa-
tion efforts, reducing carbon
emissions to 20-25 million
tonnes annually.

The report indicates that
an 8-10 mt production
would surpass India’s estim-
ated domestic demand of 4.5
mt for a 15 per cent blending
mandate in 2040 across all
flights. It could also position
India as a leading SAF ex-
porter  serving  global
markets.

The projected capital in-
vestment of ¥6-7 lakh crore
will result in a substantial so-
cio-economic impact, creat-
ing between 1.1 and 1.4 mil-
lion jobs across the wvalue
chain and reducing crude oil
import bills by $5-7 billion
annually. Further, SAF pro-
duction can boost farmers’
income by 10-15 per cent by
using agricultural residue as
feedstock, providing a sus-
tainable alternative to the
current practice of burning
Crop waste.

STRATEGIC VISION

“The confluence of abundant
feedstock, technological in-
novation and policy align-
ment presents an immediate
opportunity to meet our
blending mandates and serve
global demand. The chal-
lenge now is to move swiftly,
turning strategic vision into
practical solutions that de-
liver long-term environ-
mental and economic value,”
Deloitte South Asia Partner
and Sustainability and Cli-
mate Leader Viral Thakker
said. According to Deloitte’s,

India’s estimated surplus of
230 mt of agricultural
residue will be a crucial re-
source for producing SAF.
This surplus will serve as a
vital feedstock for ethanol
(2G) production, a key com-
ponent in the Alcohol-to-Jet
(At]) technology pathway
for SAF manufacturing. At
the same time, AtJ route with
ethanol (1G) produced from
sugar and grain can provide
an initial boost until the
technology fully matures.
Municipal Solid Waste
(MSW) and used cooking oil
(UCO) will contribute to the
overall potential. Alternate
feedstock such as sweet
sorghum, seaweed and in-
dustrial waste can give fur-
ther impetus to SAF poten-
tial with technological
maturity.

Deloitte India Partner
Prashanth Nutula said”
“With a 2-3 per cent share in
the global ATF market, India
is favourably positioned in
the global aviation fuel mar-
ket, including SAF.
Moreover, India also
emerges as a competitive
geography due to its proxim-
ity to airline hubs in the
Middle East and Europe and
favourable cost structures.
As a result, India is poised to
play a pivotal role as global
demand for SAF surges.”

Successful adoption of
SAF will require collective
interventions from all the
ecosystem stakeholders. Es-
tablishing a clear and long-
term demand roadmap will
foster interest and stimulate
early investments, even
when technologies are not
commercially viable.
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Diwali airfares on metro routes drop
on higher (,apauty slow pick-up in demand

hnnuh Phadnis
KMumba

Advance purchase airfares
on several metro routes dur-
ing iwali declined 20-40 per
cent on a vear-on-vear hazis
due to higher capacity and a
slow pick-up in demand.

A reduction in aviation
turhine fuc rates and a grow-
ing preference for interna-
tiomal trips are also influen-
rcing pricing and sales in the
domestic market.

According to ixigo, aver
age one-way airfare on the
Mumbai-Delhi  route, the
busicst in  the country,
dropped 34 per cent o
5,762 for travel between
Octoher 28 and Nowvember 3.
This was for tickets booked
30 days in advance,

Similarly, the Rengaluru-
Delhi and Hyderahad-Delhi
airfares were priced 22 per
cent and 32 per cent lower
compared with last year, TH-
wali airfares from melro cit-
ies ta Kolkara, too, have

Travel bookir 12

LAB Bpres in¥)
Route Faress For trawel durin B
Wi In=Fh M7 Oc3dB=Now 3, 2004 decraass

Bengalun - Kalkata 10,195 5318 3
Chennal - Kalkata 8,725 5,604 36

Mumbai-peihi  R7RS 5767 M
Hyderabad - Delhi 5408 5,704 3
Delhi - Srinagar 71429 5,182 3l
ST nign

dropped with the rise in ca-
pacity. The sharpest drop
was s¢en on the Bengalurn
Kaolkata route, with average
fares declining 38 per cent to
th319.

ADVANCE BOOKINGS
According to a senior airline
execurive, advance bookings
on domestic routes are down
5-7 per cent this year, result-
ing in lower prices,

While metre to metro
routes, by and large, wit-
nessed o drop, fares rose on
roges  like  Delhi-Patna,
Ahmedabad-Delhi, Mumbai-
Dehradun and  Bengaluru
Jaipur among others. The
biggest ri=e of 33 per cont
was seen on the Mumbai-
Dehradun rowte, with fares
touching T15 527,

“Last year, sirfares around
Diweali had surged due ta lim-

ited capacity,  primarily
driven by the suspension of
o First. However, this vear
we've saen some relief as ca
pacity has heen added, lead-
ing tov 3 20-25 peer cent year-
on-year dip in average air
fares acress key rountes for
the last week of October. The
decline in odl prices may have
also contributed  ta  this
downward trend, offering
travellers more affordable
options  during the festive
season,” said Aloke Bajpai,
Group CEO, ixipo.

OUTEOUND TRAVEL
According to Bajpai, there is
astrong preference for inter-
national travel this season,
with Thailand, Georgia, Bali,
Vietnam and Singapore top-
ping the list. These destina-
tions have recorded a 70 -H0
per cent rise in bookings for
October,

Tour operator Thomas
Cook said there is demand
both for domestic and inter-
national destinations with
ANy CUsTomers opting for

20-407%

lomger duration trips. “Our
search volumes have jumped
25-30 per cent. This festive
season, customers are will
ing to increase their holiday
spend by 10-15 per cent. Cur
trend dara also reflects de
mand for longer stays from
the traditional three days o
0-15 days,” said Kajeev Kale,
President and Country Head
(Holidays), Thomas Cook
India,

“The upcoming festive
woekends of Dusschra and
Diwali have fuelled a surpe in
bookings, with a 10-15 per
cent increase in advance re-
servations compared with
previons  wvears.  Travellers
gre opting for destinations
where they can combine leis
ure with traditional festivit-
ies, making the most of the
extended weekends,” said
Sudeep Jain, Managing Dir-
cotor - Sputh West Asia, THG
Hotels B Resorts, A demand
uptick is being seen also in
destinations such as Taipur,
Goa, Jim Corberr National
Park and Agra, e said.
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‘Mo impact due to Boaing
737 plane advisories’

Mow Dedhi: Akasa Ar saic there

will be no disruptions to its
flight operations due ta the
lazest acvisories regarding the
potentizl nsk of a jammad
rudder contral system in
Baeing 737 planes, An Akasa
Air spokesperson said the
Identified [ssue does aat
impact its operaticns. m
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Will fly grounded planes in 2 yrs: SpiceJet to DGCA

Companyto spend X400 crore on 36 grounded aircraft; says planningto bring 7 of them back in service by Nov15

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 8 October

SpiceJet has informed the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) that it will spend 400 crore
within the next two years to bring its
36 grounded planes back into service,
sources told Business Standard.

The regulator summoned the air-
line’s executives for a meeting last
Friday to discuss its plans to get
grounded planes back to service.

This followed the airline’s recent
¥3,000 crore fund-raising through a
qualified institutional placement (QIP)
from global investors and mutual
funds, sources said. The airline did not
respond to Business Standard's
request for a statement on this matter.

SHARE OF THE SKIES

.3

Spicelet’s domestic passenger
market share(in%) 3

During the QIP, the airline revealed
that 36 of its 58 aircraft were grounded.
This was mainly due to alleged pay-
ment defaults to lessors, financial

Source: DGCA
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challenges impacting aircrafl mainte-
nance, and shortages of components.

Sources said the airline informed
the regulator that seven of the 36

grounded planes would returm to serv-
ice by the end of the year. The remain-
ing 29 aircraft are expected to be reac-
tivated within 15-21 months thereafter.

“Overall, the airline anticipates it
will take 18-24 months to bring all
grounded planes back to service,” a
source stated.

Meanwhile, even as SpiceJet is
bringing grounded planes back into
service, the airline on Tuesday
announced that it will lease seven
planes to boost its flight operations
immediately. These seven leased
planes will be inducted into the fleet
by November 15, it added.

Sources said that the grounded
planes of the carrier will undergo
return-to-service (RTS) procedures
mandated by aircraft makers like

Airbus and Boeing,.

Once the RTS process is com-
pleted, the DGCA will allow the planes
to conduct commercial passenger
flights. In aviation, RTS refers to the
process of bringing an aircraft back
into operation after being grounded.
This involves performing necessary
maintenance or repairs, conducting
thorough inspections, and ensuring
regulatory compliance.

The aircraft may undergo flight
tests before receiving certification
from the DGCA, confirming its airwor-
thiness and readiness to re-enter com-
mercial service.

The recent fundraise has

provided a lifeline to the airline,
which has been grappling with losses
for the past six years.
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AKasatorunsafety tests on14 of 25 planes

Air India Express to also conduct similar audit; SpiceJet says none of its Boeing 737 NGs impacted

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 8 October

Akasa Air, whose entire 25 air-
craft fleet is made up of Boeing
737s (B737s), will conduct
safety assessment of 14
planes, following aviation reg-
ulator’s direction to Indian air-
lines to gauge safety of B737s
that are equipped with Collins
Aerospace’s rudder control
system.

The low cost airline,
however, said that it will not
affect its operations.

Akasa Air spokesperson
told Business Standard,
“Akasa Air has acknowledged
the recommendations made
by the DGCA and by Boeing,
The identified issue does not
impact our operations, and
Akasa can confirm that there

H-_._"—_ -
Akasa Air said the assessments will not affect its operations

will be no disruptions
to our flight schedule as a
result of the latest DGCA/
Boeing advisories.”

Air India Express too will
conduct a similar safety audit
of five out of the total 88

planesin its fleet.

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) had on
Monday asked Indian carriers
to conduct a safety risk
assessment of the B737s air-
craft that are equipped with

Collins Aerospace’s rudder
control system.

The regulator has also tem-
porarily barred these B737
planes from using "CAT III B
systems” at Indian airports.
The CAT III B system is an
advanced instrument landing
system that allows aircraft to
land in extremely low visibil-
ity conditions, with decision
heights as low as 50 cen-
timeters or even without a
decision height, relying on
automated controls for safe
touchdown,

This means that if the
DGCA order remains in effect
this winter, these B737 planes
will be unable to land at
Indian airports on foggy days
due to the lack of assistance
from the CAT III B system.

Air India Express — the

low-cost airline subsidiary of
Air India — has B737 and A320
family planesin its 88 aircraft-
strong fleet. Its spokesperson
said, “The advisory regarding
the Boeing 737 rudder system
is applicable to only five of the
aircraft in our fleet. We have
initiated the process of
compliance in adherence to
the regulatory requirements.”

SpiceJet on Monday clari-
fied that “none” of its “Boeing
737 NG aircraft are impacted”.

On September 26, the
National Transportation
Safety Board (NTSB) issued
urgent safety recommenda-
Lions concerning the
rudder control system of
Boeing 737 aircraft, pointing
out potential risks of jamming
or restriction in certain 737NG
and 737 MAX models.
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USFAAissuesalert
over Boeing 737
rudderissue

REUTERS
Washington, 8 October

The Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) on
Tuesday said it issued a safe-
ty alert to airlines warning of

the potential for limited or jammed rudder
movement on certain Boeing 737 airplanes.

Last week, the National Transportation
Safety Board said more than 40 foreign opera-
tors of Boeing 737 airplanes may be using MAX
or 737 Next Generation planes with rudder
components that could pose safety risks.

The FAA said the alert provides information
on an existing automated check of the rudder
system “that would identify limited or jammed
rudder movement during approach prior to
landing.” The board on September 26 issued
urgent safety recommendations and urged the
FAA to take action over the potential for a
jammed rudder control system on some 737
airplanes after a February incident involving a
United Airlines flight.

Last week, the NTSB said 271 impacted parts
may be installed on aircraft in service operated
by at least 40 foreign air carriers and 16 may
still be installed on US-registered aircraft and
up to 75 may have been used in aftermarket
installation. Boeing had earlier said it had
informed affected 737 operators of a “potential
condition with the rudder rollout guidance
actuator” in August, in what is known as a
Multi Operator Message.
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AIRLINES
SUSPEND
FLIGHTS

AIR FRANCE
suspended Paris-Tel
Aviv and Paris-Beirut
flights until Oct. 8.

KLM extended the sus-
pension of flights to
Tel Aviv until the end
of this year at least.

AIR INDIA suspended flights to and from
Tel Aviv until further notice.

Hong
Kong-
based
CATHAY
PACIFIC
cancelled
all flights
to Tel
Aviv until
March 27,
2025.

DELTA AIR LINES paused
flights between New York

and Tel Aviv through Dec. 31.

EMIRATES cancelled flights
to Beirut through Oct. 15.
Flights to and Irag and

Iran were cancelled until Oct.

7, while it resumed services
to Amman from Oct. 6.

VIRGIN
ATLANTIC
extended its
suspension
of Tel Aviv
flights until
the end of
March 2025.

*~ _ LUFTHANSA suspended flights to Tel

pended until Nov. 30.

Aviv until Oct. 31 while flights to
Tehran have been suspended through
Oct. 26. Flights to Beirut will be sus-

QATAR AIRWAYS temporarily suspended flights
to and from Iraqg, Iran and Lebanon.
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SAFETY | FRST | All operators asked to conduct safety risk assessments

Boeing rudder advisory for airlines

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, OCT. 7

Aviation regulator DGCA
issued an advisory on
Monday to Indian airlines
operating Boeing 737
planes, addressing the
potential risk of a jammed
rudder control system.
This action follows a
recent report from the US
National Transportation
Safetv Board (NTSB), wh-
ich raised safety concerns
about Boeing 737 aircraft
equipped with Collins Ae-
rospace SVO-T30 Rudder
Rollout Guidance Actuat-
ors. Currently, Air India
Express, Akasa Air, and S-
piceJet operate nearly 100
Boeing 737 aircraft, with
Air India Express having
61, Akasa Air 25 Boeing
737 MAX, and SpiceJet 11.

DGCA ADVISORY FOR BOEING 737
The advisory follows a report by the US National
Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) highlighting
safety concerns with the Collins Aerospace
5V0-730 Rudder Rollout Guidance Actuators.

AFFECTED AIRLINES: SAFETY MEASURES:

= Air India Express: 61 # Flight crews to be informed
Boeing 737s about the possibility of a

» Akasa Air: jammed rudder control system.
25 Boeing 737 MAX

< Acrun‘run:
» Aligns the

rudder with the nose
wheel during takeoff and
landing.

» Ensures control during

critical flight phases.

* Discontinue all Category Il B approach, landing, and roll-

= Spicelet: 11 Boeing 737s |out operations until further notice.

In August, Boeing alert-
ed affected operators abo-
ut potential issues with
rudder rollout guidance
actuator, which helps
align airplane's rudder
with its nose wheel during
takeoff and landing, ensu-
ring proper control during
critical flight phases.

An Air India Express
spokesperson noted that
the advisory pertains to
only five of their aircraft,
and they have begun com-
pliance measures.
SpicedJet confirmed that
none of its Boeing 737 NG
aircraft are affected.

The DGCA has mandated

that all flight crews
receive a circular or advi-
sory regarding the possi-
bility of a jammed rudder
control system and that
appropriate mitigations
be communicated.
Operators are also

ired to conduct safety risk
assessments and discon-

tinue all Category III B
approach, landing, and ro-
llout operations until fur-
ther notice. Additionally,
airlines must include dis-
cussions about potential
rudder control system
issues in recurrent train-
ing sessions and incurpcr
rate specific exercises that
simulate scenarios involv-
ing a jammed or restricted
rudder control system.

These interim measures
aim to enhance safety and
ensure flight crews are
prepared to handle poten-
tial rudder control issues
effectively Boeing stated
n September 27 that the
autoland system includes
layers of redundancy and
that it is working with
suppliers to develop fur-
ther guidance to address
these concerns.
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Jammed rudder:
DGCAissues
safety guidance
for Boeing 737s

NEW DELHI, PTI: Aviation
regulator DGCA on Monday
issued an advisory to Indian
airlines operating Boeing
737 planes regarding the
potential risk of a jammed
rudder control system.

The move follows the re-
cent probe report by the US
National Transportation
Safety Board (NTSB) that
highlighted safety concerns
involving Boeing 737 aircraft
lanes equipped with Collins
Aerospace SVO-730 Rudder
Rollout Guidance Actuators.

Owing to potential risk
of a jammed or restricted
rudder control system, the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) has issued
safety recommendations to
the Indian carriers.

Currently, Air India Ex-
press, Akasa Air and Spice-
Jet operate Boeing 737
planes. In August, Boeing
informed affected operators
about the potential condi-
tion with the rudder rollout
guidance actuator.
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SOARING HiGH |
Domesticairtraffic to touch 300 mn by 2030

NEW DELHI, PTI by the French Aerospace Industries heliports and waterdromes. The num-
Association (GIFAS) in the national ber of operational airports is expected
ndia’s domestic air passenger traf-  capital. to reach 200 by the end of 2025.
Iﬁc is projected to touch 300 million India is one of the world’s fast- At the conference, Civil Aviation
by 2030 and about $11 billion is est-growing civil aviation marketsand  Secretary Vumlunmang Vualnam said
being spent to develop airports, Civil airlines are expanding their fleets as air trip per capita per annum for India
Aviation Minister K Rammohan Naidu well as networks to meet the rising is 0.13.
said on Monday. demand. Naidu said the domestic air “If half of the Indians travel, we are
The minister also said India and passenger trafficis projected totouch  looking at a market potential that is
France can work togethertodevelop 300 million by 2030 while 200 more  four times of what it is today”.
arobust global SAF (Sustainable airports are expected to be developed He also emphasised that the
Aviation Fuel) supply chain. He was in the next 20-25 years. government is open to do whatever is

speaking at a conference organised Currently, India has 157 airports, required for the civil aviation.
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SpiceJet to Induct Seven

Aircraft by End of Nov

Our Bureau

New Delhi: Armed with afunding
of 3,000 crore, SpiceJet will signi-
ficantly expand its fleet by the end
of November with the induction of
seven aircraft.

The aim is to cater to the growth
in traffic in festive season.

Seven of these aircraft will be ac-
quired on short-term wet lease
while three previously grounded
Spicedet planes are being reintro-
duced into service.

In a wet lease, a lessor will provi-
de aircraft to Spicedet along with
pilotand cabin crew:.

“The airline has already signed
agreements for the leased aircraft,
with the full induction of all seven
planes expected by November 15.
Two of these leased aircraft have
already arrived in India and are
scheduled for immediate induc-
tion. SpiceJet will also operationa-
lise its grounded planes in phases,
with the first three set to re-enter
service before the end of Novem-
ber,” SpiceJet said in a statement.

SpiceJetaimsto have afleet of 100
aircraft by the end of 2026, chair-

man and managing director Ajay
Singh had told ET a day after the
low-costairlinesaid itraised 3,000
crore through a share sale process.

“Spicedet is an airline which has
strong fundamentals, but was
hamstrung by two black swan
events one after the other - the
worldwide groun-
ding of Boeing 737

Max followed by Co-
vid,” Singh said.
“But we have all the
infrastructure rea-
Three dy to become a_lﬂl}
grounded airline fleet again...
planeswill e have the airport
alsobecome Slots, international
operational, traffic rights, pilots
airlinesays and crew and the

maintenance in-
frastructure, and, most important-
ly, we have 30 aircraft on ground, in
a market which has significant
supply constraints.”

Airlines are expecting that the
upcoming festive season will be
their best as demand for both ho-
metowns and leisure destinations
have shown an increase during
this festive season compared to the
previous year.
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Spicelet to add 10 aircraft to
its fleet by next month

SPICEIET ON TUESDAY said itwall
enhance its fleet by another 10
aircraft by next monthwith the
first plane set to be inducted on
October 10, reports PTI. Seven of
these aircraft will be acquired on
lease, while three praviously
grounded ones are being reintroduced, The
airline has only 19 aireraft in operations while as
many as 36 planes were on grounded as of
October 8 according to the live aircraft fleet
tracking website, Planespotter.net.

g
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DGCA issues advisory to airlines on potential
rudder system risk in Boeing 737 planes

NEW DELHI
——

Aviation regulator DGCA on
Monday issued an advisory to
Indian  airlines operating
Boeing 737 planes regarding
the potential risk of a jammed
rudder control system.

The move follows the recent
probe report by the US National
Transportation Safety Board
(WISH) that highlighted safety
concerns imvolving Boeing 737
aircraft equipped with Collins
Aerospace SV0730 Rudder
Raollout Guidance Actuators.
Against the backdrop of the
potential risk of a jammed or
restricted rudder control sys-
tem, the Directorate General of

P
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Civil Awiation (DGCA) has
issued safety recommendations
to Indian carriers. Currently,
Air Indin Express, Akasa Air
and Spicelet operate Boeing
737 planes. Together, they have
nearly 100 such aircraft.

Air India Express operates
61 Boeing 7375, while Akasa
Air has a fleet of 25 Boeing 737
MAX aircraft

According to data available
on planespotters.net, Spicelet
has 11 Boeing 7375 in service.

In August, Boeing informed
affected operators of 737
planes sboutthe potential con-
dition with the rudder rollout
guidance actuator

The rudderrollout guidance
actuator helps align an air-
plane’s rudder with its nose
whee!l during takeoff and land-
ing. It ensures proper align-
ment and control during criti-
cal phases of flight.

“The advisory regarding the
Boeing 737 rudder system is
applicable o only five of the
aircraft in our fleet. We have
initiated the process of com-
pliance in adherence to the
regulatory requirements,” an
Air India Express spokesper-
son said.
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Advisory on Boeing 737

Aviation regulator DGCA on Monday is-
sued an advisory to Indian airlines oper-
ating Boeing 737 planes regarding the poten-
tial risk of a jammed rudder control system.
The move follows the recent probe report by
the US National Transportation Safety Board
(NTSB) that highlighted safety concerns in-
volving Boeing 737 aircraft lanes equipped

with Collins Aerospace SVO-730 Rudder Roll-
out Guidance Actuators. The Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has issued safe-
ty recommendations to the Indian carriers.
Currently, Air India Express, Akasa Air and
SpiceJet operate Boeing 737 plan. In August,
Boeing informed affected operators of 737
planes about the potential condition.
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Airbus to source more
components from India: CEO

PTI

NEWDELHI
i i

Airbus will increase sourcing
of components from India,
which offers plenty of oppor-
tunities, according to the air-
craft maker's CEO Guillaume
Faury,

The European major, which
has bagged huge aircraft
orders from IndiGo and Air
India, doubled its sourcing of
components and  services
from India to 1 billion euros
during the peried from 2019~
2023, he said.

The company has more
than 100 suppliers in India

At a press briefing in the
national capitl on Monday,

Faury, who is also the
Chairman of the French
Aermospace Industries
Association (GIFAS),  said

there are plenty of opportun-

ities in India.

"We will be continuing to
grow (sourcing of compo-
nents).. We will continue to
double around every 5 years,
that is in the next decade to
come. It is a stable pace” he
said.

In 2023, for the first time,
there was more equipment to
be placed on aircraft, heli-
copters than IT services. The
lines have crossed, he added.

Companies that are part of
GIFAS make procurement
worth USD 2 billion annually
from India
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MEW DELHI
Domestic air
pax traffic to
touch 300 mn
by 2030: Naidu

India's domestic air pas-
senger traffic is projected
to touch 300 million by
2030 and about LUSD 11 bil-
lionis being spent to
develop airports, Civil
Aviation Minister K
Rammaohan Maidu said on
Monday. The minister also
said India and France can
wark together to develop a
robust global SAF
(Sustainable Aviation Fuel)
supply chain.
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DGCA bans some B-737s on
low-visibility landing routes

Aviation regulator warns airlines of a faulty rudder component on these aircraft; directive comes

after a loss-of-control incident involving a United Airlines flight reported in the US. in February

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

he Directorate Gen-
Teral of Civil Avia-
tion has asked op-

erators of Boeing 737
aircraft with a specific rud-
der part not to use the jets
for low-visibility landings
owing to a “possible risk of
jamming”. The directive is
based on a loss-of-control
incident involving a United
Airlines flight in New Jer-
sey, U.S., in February.

The advisory, which
comes ahead of the fog sea-
son, is effective for Boeing
737 NG and MAX models, a
senior DGCA official said.

The rudder in the tail
section is used to control
the yawing, or side-to-side
movement of the nose of
the aircraft. Air India Ex-
press has 61 Boeing 737s in
service, Akasa Air 25 and
Spicefet 11. Air India Ex-
press said five aircraft on
its fleet had the specific
rudder part, while SpiceJet
said none of its had the
snag-prone component.
Akasa Air did not reply to a
query mailed to it.

The DGCA’s advisory is
specifically for the Collins
Aerospace SVO-730 rudder

m i !

Air India Express says five aircraft on its fleet have the specific
rudder part mentioned in the DGCA advisory. FILE PHOTO

actuator.“All Category IIIB
approach, landing, and rol-
lout operations (including
practice or actual auto-
land) must be disconti-
nued for [these] airplanes
until further notice,” the
DGCA has advised airlines.

CAT TIIB approach is a
precision aid used in low-
visibility conditions and in-
cludes two radio beams
which together provide pi-
lots with both vertical and
horizontal guidance dur-
ing a landing. It can be
used when the runway vis-
ibility range is less than 175
metres but not less than 50
metres.
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The DGCA has asked air-
lines to carry out a safety
risk assessment, inform
crew about the possibility
of a jammed rudder actua-
tor, include discussion
about the potential rudder
control system and con-
duct practice sessions in-
volving mitigation mea-
sures during trainings.

“We have initiated the
process of compliance in
adherence to the regulato-
ry requirements,” an Air
India Express spokesper-
son said.

The rudder rollout gui-
dance actuator, which is in-
stalled in the tail of some

B-737NG and 737MAX air-
craft, is designed to control
the rudder’s movement
during Category IIIB ap-
proach, landing and taxi-
ing operations. Although it
is not used in non-preci-
sion landings, the actuator
remains mechanically en-
gaged with the rudder
system.

The DGCA caution fol-
lows a strongly worded let-
ter from the U.S. accident
investigation body, the Na-
tional Transport Safety
Board, to its aviation safety
regulator, Federal Aviation
Authority, last week, ac-
cusing the latter of not tak-
ing the issue of the rudder
actuator malfunction se-
riously even six months af-
ter a preliminary report in-
to the February incident
when pilots complained of
a problem with the rudder
part while landing at the
Newark Liberty Interna-
tional Airport, New Jersey.

On September 26, the
NTSB said its investigators
tested the rudder control
components from that and
another aircraft and found
that in a cold environment,
the actuators’ function was
“significantly comprom-
ised.”
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DGCA warns airlines over faulty rudder in Boeing 737

Neha LM Tripathi

neha.tripathi@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
on Monday issued a warning to
Indian airlines operating Boe-
ing's 737 aircraft over potential
risk from a faulty rudder control
system. Three Indian airlines
have B737 aircraft, Air India
Express, Akasa Air and Spicelet,
although it wasn't clear how
many were fitted with the defec-
tive part.

DGCA's statement came after
it took cognizance of a recent US
National Transport Safety Board
(NTSB) Aviation Investigation
Report, which highlighted safety
concerns in Boeing 737 airplanes
equipped with Collins Aerospace
SV0-730 Rudder Rollout Gui-
dance Actuators.

NTSB is investigating a Febru-
ary 6, 2024, incident in which
the rudder pedals on a United
Airlines Boeing 737-8 MAX were
stuck in the neutral position
while landing at Newark Liberty
International Airport. Its investi-
gation has found that over 350
actuators supplied by Collins
were defective.

In its statement, DGCA asked
airlines to issue advisories and
circulars to all its flight crew
members regarding the possibil-
ity of a jammed or restricted rud-
der control system. “Appropriate
mitigations must be communi-
cated to help crews identify and
handle such a situation,” the reg-
ulator told the airlines.

The rudder is used to control
the direction of the aircraft.

“These interim measures aim
to enhance safety and ensure

DGCA has asked the airlines to
conduct a Safety Risk
Assessment for aircraft. ReuTERs

that flight crews are well-pre-
pared to handle potential Rud-
der control issues effectively,
pending further detailed opera-
tional guidance to be issued by
Boeing/FAA," DGCA's statement
added.

The regulator has also asked

the airlines to conduct a Safety
Risk Assessment for aircraft to
evaluate and mitigate the risk
associated with the rudder con-
trol system.

In its statement, it asked air-
lines to discontinue Category 111
B approach, landing, and rollout
operations until further notice.
Cat 111 B refers to a precision
approach and landing method.

“Discussion about potential
Rudder control system issues
must be included as a manda-
tory topic in Recurrent Training
sessions and Instrument Rating/
Proficiency Checks (IR/PPC) dur-
ing Pre-Simulator Briefings,” the
regulator said.

Boeing spokesperson said,
“We thank the NTSB for their
ongoing investigation and are
reviewing their recommenda-
tions. In August, we informed

affected 737 operators of a
potential condition with the rud-
der rollout guidance actuator,
which is part of an optional
autoland system. The autoland
system includes layers of redun-
dancy and we are working with
our supplier to develop addi-
tional guidance to address the
potential condition. We will keep
our regulator informed of our
progress. We will also ensure
flight crews have the appropri-
ate operating procedures.”

A Spicelet spokesperson said:
“None of our Boeing 737 NG air-
craft are impacted.”

“The advisory regarding the
Boeing 737 rudder system is
applicable to our fleet. We have
initiated the process of compli-
ance in adherence to the regula-
tory requirements,” an Air India
Express Spokesperson said.
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{ BUSINESS } 'FAULTY SYSTEM

DGCA issues warning over
Boeing 737 rudder control

The Dlrvectorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA} on Munday issued
awarning to Indian airlines operating Boeing's 737 aircraft over potential
risk from a faulty rudder control system. Three Indian airlines have B137
aircraft, Air India Express, Akasa Air and SpiceJet, atthough it wasn't clear
how many were fitted with the defective part. DGCA's statement came
after it took cognisance of a recent US National Transport Safety Board
(NTSB) Aviation Investigation Report, which highlighted safety concerns
in Boeing 737s equipped with Collins Aerospace SV0-730 Rudder Rollout
Guidance Actuators. NT5B isinvestigating a February 6, 2024, incident in
which the rudder pedals on a United Airlines B737-8 MAX were stuck in
neutral while landing at Newark Liberty International Airport. +P16
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DGCA bans some B-737s on
low-visibility landing routes

Aviation regulator warns airlines of a faulty rudder component on these aircraft; directive comes

after a loss-of-control incident involving a United Airlines flight reported in the U.S. in February

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

he Directorate Gen-
| I eral of Civil Avia-
tion has asked op-

erators of Boeing 737
aircraft with a specific rud-
der part not to use the jets
for low-visibility landings
owing to a “possible risk of
jamming”. The directive is
based on a loss-of-control
incident involving a United
Airlines flight in New Jer-
sey, U.S., in February.

The advisory, which
comes ahead of the fog sea-
son, is effective for Boeing
737 NG and MAX models, a
senior DGCA ofhcial said.

The rudder in the tail
section is used to control
the yawing, or side-to-side
movement of the nose of
the aircraft. Air India Ex-
press has 61 Boeing 737s in
service, Akasa Air 25 and
SpiceJet 11. Air India Ex-
press said five aircraft on
its fleet had the specific
rudder part, while Spice]et
said none of its had the
snag-prone component.
Akasa Air did not reply to a
query mailed to it.

The DGCA’s advisory is
specifically for the Collins
Aerospace SVO-730 rudder

Air India Express says five aircraft on its fleet have the specific
rudder part mentioned in the DGCA advisory. FILE PHOTO

actuator.“All Category IIIB
approach, landing, and rol-
lout operations (including
practice or actual auto-
land) must be disconti-

nued for [these] airplanes
until further notice,” the
DGCA has advised airlines.

CAT IIIB approach is a
precision aid used in low-
visibility conditions and in-
cludes two radio beams
which together provide pi-
lots with both vertical and
horizontal guidance dur-
ing a landing. It can be
used when the runway vis-

ibility range is less than 175
metres but not less than 50

meitres.

The DGCA has asked air-
lines to carry out a safety
risk assessment, inform
crew about the possibility
of a jammed rudder actua-
tor, include discussion
about the potential rudder
control system and con-
duct practice sessions in-
volving mitigation mea-
sures during trainings.

“We have initiated the
process of compliance in
adherence to the regulato-
ry requirements,” an Air
India Express spokesper-
son said.

The rudder rollout gui-
dance actuator, which is in-
stalled in the tail of some

B-737NG and 737MAX air-
craft, is designed to control
the rudder’s movement
during Category IIIB ap-
proach, landing and taxi-
ing operations. Although it
is not used in non-preci-
sion landings, the actuator
remains mechanically en-
gaged with the rudder
system.

The DGCA caution fol-
lows a strongly worded let-
ter from the U.S. accident
investigation body, the Na-
tional Transport Safety
Board, to its aviation safety
regulator, Federal Aviation
Authority, last week, ac-
cusing the latter of not tak-
ing the issue of the rudder
actuator malfunction se-
riously even six months af-
ter a preliminary report in-
to the February incident
when pilots complained of
a problem with the rudder
part while landing at the
Newark Liberty Interna-
tional Airport, New Jersey,

On September 26, the
NTSB said its investigators
tested the rudder control
components from that and
another aircraft and found
that in a cold environment,
the actuators’ function was
“significantly comprom-
ised.”
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DGCA bans
some B-737s
on certain

landing routes

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation has asked op-
erators of Boeing 737 air-
craft with a specific rudder
part not to use the jets for
low-visibility landings ow-
ing to a “possible risk of
jamming”. The directive is
based on a loss-of-control
incident involving a United
Airlines flight in New Jer-
sey, U.S., in February.

The advisory, which
comes ahead of the fog sea-
son, is effective for Boeing
737 NG and MAX models, a
senior DGCA official said.
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India’s domestic air passenger growth robust in Sept

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAL
NEWDELHLOCTOBERS

INDIAS DOMESTIC aviation mar
ketcontinues to expand and grow
stronger with September record -
ing an 8.1 per cent year-on-year
increase in domestic air pasen-
gernumbers o 132 crore, accord-
ing to estimates by rating agency
ICRA, which is mainfaininga sia
bleoutiook forthe Indian aviaton
secton,

The September domestic air
passerger numbers were 152 per

cent higher than the pre-pan-
demic (September 2019) levels.
Indlian carriers' capacity deploy-
ment for Sepiember was higher

1

by 7.3 per cent over the corre-
sponding month of las year, the
rating agency said. India is the
world's third-largest aviation

marketand also the fastest-grow-
ing major aviation market The
country's aviation sector has
gaged a rapid recovery from the
Covid-19 pandemic, which had
brought aviation globally to a
grinding halt

“For H1 FY2025
{April-Septem ber 2024), domes-
tic air passenger traffic was
around 7955 lakh, a Yo growth
of arowind 56 per cent and around
12 9 per cent higher than the pre-
Covid level of around 704 4 Lakh
in H1 FY2020. Further, for 5M
(Apri-August) Py 2025, the inter-

national passenger traffic for
Indian camiers stood at amund
1359 lakh. a YoY growth of
around 15.7 percent, and higher
than the pre-Covid level of
around 922 lakh by 47.4 per
cent," KRA said Tuesday in a re-
port. The agency's “stabie™ out-
loak for the Indan aviation indus-
try is driven by expectations ol
noderate growthind omestic air
passenper frafic and a relativey
stable cost environmentin the
current financal year (FY25)
FULLREPORTON
www.indianexpress.com
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SpicelJet
toadd 10
aircraft by
next month

feedhack EveminLoom
MLBSEA]

st carrivr Spice-
Tt on Tuesday said it
will el s et by

anchier 10 aircmdl by next
|:||c||||!|:.u.ill:lllu'ﬁnl:[llu:u.-uﬂ
o b s ineted on Thuralay.

Beven ol these sirerall will
e aegpuired on lease, while
three previously groumied
e e bt g reintnoclueed.
e aird e said,

Tha airline: las only 15 air-
crafl in opertion while 36
pelaames e ari groiansled el
Tussalay, acvonding to liveair-
crafl fest racking website
Planespedier.nrl.

The annoureesenl Somss
ob the lnck olEpice et secur-
gy 15,000 crore [reshcapital
inlieion through a qualifed
sl utional placeiment Last
L The airline sill receive
anadditionel 17536 crore lrom
aprevions fmding roomd. lur-
theer babstering s Rnancial
smalility HIH!J.'.,HMIHIIH'H.H.‘I(N'_I-.

The airline saild it has
ilready aigmed agree et s Gor
U lesaseesl airerall, withthe fall
luction of all seven planes
epeeclend by 15 November.

Tovirel Lhiese essed aircrall
have aleeady arrived in India
sl are sehieclled Tor bnmesli-
ate induction, the sidine sail
T will also operationalize its
grounded plames in plaes,
with the first three set 1o
- service Defone the el
ol Moveniber,
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Spicejet to enhance its fleet by
another 10 aircraft by next month

MUMBAI: Domestic carrier
Spicefet on Tuesday said it will
enhance its fleet by another
10 aireraft by next month
with the first plane set to be
inducted on October 10,

Seven of these atreralt will
be acquired on lease, while
three previously grounded
ones are being reintroduced,
Spicefet said in a release.

The Gurugram-head quar-
tered airline E‘ﬁ only 19 air-
craft in operations while as
many as 36 planes were on
grounded as of October 8
according to the live aircraft
{leet tracking website, Plane-

spotlernel

The announcement comes
o the back of Spicefet secir-
ing Bs 3,000 crore fresh capi-
tal infusion through QIP late
last month.

The aidine will receive an
additional Rs 736 crore from
a previous funding round,

further bolstering its finan-
cial stability and growth
trajectory.
mSph:r}tl said it has already
signed agreements for the
leased aircraft, with the full
induction of all seven planes
expected by November 15.
Two of these leased air-
craft have already arrived
in India and are scheduled
for immediate induction,
the airline said, adding that
it will also operationalise its
grounded planes in phases,
with the first three set to re-
enter service before the end of
November. Gl
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Airbus to Increase sourcing of
components from India, says CEO

The company has more than 100 suppliers in India

NEW DELHI: Airbus will
increase sourcing of compo-
nents from India, which offers
plenty of opportunities, accord-
ing to the aircraft maker’s CEO
Guillaume Faury.

The European major, which
has bagged huge aircraft orders
from IndiGo and Air India,
doubled its sourcing of com-
ponents and services from
India to 1 billion euros dur-
ing the period from 2019-2024,
he said.

The company has more
than 100 suppliers in India.

At a press briefing in the

national capital on Monday,
Faury, who is also the Chair-
man of the French Aero-
space Industries Association
(GIFAS), said there are plenty
of opportunities in India.

“We will be continuing
to grow (sourcing of compo-
nents)... We will continue to
double around every 5 years,
that is in the next decade to
come. It is a stable pace,” he
said.

In 2023, for the first time,
there was more equipment to
be placed on aircraft, helicop-
ters than IT services. The lines

have crossed, he added.

Companies that are part
of GIFAS make procurement
worth $2 billion annually from
India.

Meanwhile, Airbus has an
order book for around 8,600
aircraft and expects to pro-
duce about 770 planes this year.
IndiGo and Air India together
have placed orders for more
than 1,000 planes with Airbus.

About the Indian market,
Faury said it is the fastest grow-
ing civil aviation market in the
world and there is also fierce
competition among airlines. pil
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Domestic air
travel to reach
300 million hy

2030: Naidu

NEW DELHI: India’s
domestic air passenger traf-
fic is projected to touch 300
million by 2030 and about
$11 billion is being spent to
develop airports, Civil Avia-
tion Minister K Rammohan
Naidu said on Monday.

He also said India and
France can work together to
develop a robust global Sus-
tainable Aviation Fuel) sup-
ply chain. He was speaking
at a conference organised by
the French Aerospace Indus-
tries Association (GIFAS) in
the national capital.

India is one of the worlds
fastest-growing civil avia-
tion markets and airlines
are expanding their fleets
as well as networks to meet
the rising demand.

Naidu said the domes-
tic air passenger traffic is
f:mjccted to touch 300 mil-

ion by 2030 while 200 more

airports are expected to be
developed in the next 20-25
years. Currently, India has
157 airports, heliports and
waterdromes. The num-
ber of operational airports
is expected to reach 200 by
the end of 2025.

At the conference, Civil
Aviation Secretary Vumlun-
mang Vualnam said air trip
per capita per annum for
India is 0.13.

“If half of the Indians
travel, we are looking at a
miarket potential that isfolir
times of what it is today”. p1l
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DGCA advisory to airlines on
potential rudder system issue

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Aviation regu-
lator DGCA on Monday issued
an advisory to Indian airlines
operating Boeing 737 planes
regarding the potential risk of a
jammed rudder control system.

The move follows the
recent probe report by the US
National Transportation Safe
Board (NTSB) that highlighted
safety concerns involving Boe-
ing 737 aircraft lanes equipped
with Collins Aerospace SVO-
730 Rudder Rollout Guidance
Actuators.

Against the backdrop of the
potential risk of a jammed or
restricted rudder control sys-
tem, the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
issued safety recommendations
to the Indian carriers.

Currently, Air India
Express, Akasa Air and Spice-
Jet operate Boeing 737 planes.

In August, Boeing informed
affected operators of 737 planes
about the potential condition
with the rudder rollout guid-
ance actuator.

A Spicefet spokesperson
said none of its Boeing 737 NG
aircraft are impacted.

DGCA said all flight crews
are to be informed through a
circular/advisory regarding
the possibility of a jammed
or restricted rudder control
system.

“Appropriate mitigations
must be communicated to help

AEARNRNA N

Currently, Air India
Express, Akasa

Air and SpiceJet
operate Boeing
737 planes

crews identify and handle such
a situation,” it added.

Further, all operators have
been asked to conduct a safety
risk assessment for aircraft to
evaluate and mitigate the risk
associated with the rudder con-
trol system.

The regulator also said that
all Category III B approach,
landing, and rollout opera-
tions, including practice or
actual autoland, must be dis-
continued for these planes until
further notice.

Category III B pertains to
operations in low visibility
conditions.

Among other measures, air-
lines have been asked to man-
datorily include discussion
about potential rudder con-
trol system issues as a manda-
tory topic in recurrent training
sessions.

It will also be included in

the Instrument Rating/Profi-
ciency Checks (IR/PPC) dur-
ing pre-simulator briefings.

“Operators  have been
instructed to include specific
exercises in Recurrent Train-
ing and IR/PPC that simulate
scenarios involving a jammed
or restricted rudder con-
trol system, including rollout
procedures.

“Appropriate flight crew
responses and mitigations
should be practised during
these exercises,” the regulator
said in a release.

The aviation regulator
also said the interim mea-
sures aim to enhance safety
and ensure that flight crews
are well-prepared to handle
potential rudder control issues
effectively.

The rudder rollout guid-
ance actuator is designed to
control the rudders move-
ment during Category III B
approach, landing and rollout
operations.

On September 27, Boeing
in a statement had said that
in August, it had informed
affected 737 operators of a
potential condition with the
rudder rollout guidance actua-
tor, which is part of an option
autoland system.

“The autoland system
includes layers of redundancy
and we are working with ouir
supplier to develop additional
guidance to-address the poten-
tial condition,” it had said.
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No impact due
to advisory on
Boeing 737 planes

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
@ MNew Dalhi

AKASA Alr said on Tuesday
there will be no disruptions o
its fMlight operations due o the
latest advisories issued by the
DGCA regand ing potential risk
of a jammed rudder control
sysiem in Boeing 737 planes.
The alrline operates a Meet of
25 Boeing 737 MAX aircraft.

“Akasa can conflirm that
there will be no disruptions to
our flight schedule as a result
of thelatest DGCA /Boeling ad-
visories,” the spokesperson
said ina statement, On Monday,
the Directorate General of Civ-
il Aviation (DGCA) issued an
advisory to Indian aifdines ap
erating Boeing 737 planes re-
garding the potential risk. A
recent probe report by the US
Natlonal Trans portation Safety
Board (NTSE)highlighted safe-
ty concerns involving Boeing
737 aircraft equipped with Cok
lins Aerospace SYO-730 Rudder
Rollout Guidance Actuslors.

Apainst this backdrop, DGCA
came up with the advisory. In
August. Boeing informed alfect
el operators of 737 planesabout
potential condition with the ruod-
der rollout guldance actuator.
The rudder rollout guidance ac-
tuator helps alipn an airplane’s
ridder with its nose wheel dur-
ing takeofl and landing
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Spice]Jet to add
ten new aircrafts
by next month

PTI W MUMER]

D-:lmu:.li-'. carcier Spim]rzl
om Tesday said ot will
enhance its fleet by another
10 aircrafi by next month
with the firet plane set 1o be
inducted on October 10U
Seven ol these aircrait will be
acquired on lease, while three
evinusly grounded ones are
eing reintreduced, Spicelet
said in a release.
The Crurdgram-
headquartered  airline has
only 19 aircralfl in operations
while as many as 36 planes
were oo grounded as of
October B acconding to the
live aireraft fleet tracking
website, Flanespotter MNel,
The announcemeni comes
on the back of Spicefet
secirng Ha 3,000 crone [resh
capital mfusion through QIP
tate last month.
The nirline will receive an
additional R 736 crore from

a previous funding round,
further bolstering ity
financial stability and growth
Lrajecilory.

Spacelet said it has already
signed agreements for the
leased aircrafl, with the full
induction of all seven p]:mu.':
expected by November 15,
Twor af these leased aircrafi
have already arrived in India
and are scheduled for
tmmediate induction, the
airline  waid, adding that it
will also operativnalise its
grounded planes in phases,
with the first three sel o re-
enter service before the end
ol Movember

“This addition (ol 10
aircraft) is crucial as we
contimee o meet the growing
demand for air travel while
strengthening R0
operational capabilities.”
Spicelet  Chairman  and
Ma.n:q.:i:n. Director  Ajay
Singh said.
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India’s potential to produce
8-10 million tonnes of sustainable
aviation fuel by 2040: Report

PTI I NEW DELHI

Indin has the potential to
produce 8- 10 million tonnes
of Sustaimable Aviation Fuel
(SAF) by 2040, and
investrnents worth USD 70-85
billion will be required to
achieve the projected
production, according to a
report.

In the report released on
Tuesday, leading consultancy
Deloitte India said the 8-10
million tonnes production of
SAF would surpass the
country’s estimated domestic
demand of 4.5 million tonnes
for a 15 per cemt blendimng
mandate in 2040 across a
flights.

The expected scenario conld
also position India as a leadi
SAF exporter serving glol
markets.

“Investments worth Bs &-7
lakh crore (USD 70-85 billion}
would be required to realise
the projected 5AF production
capacity. It will give impetus to

the aviation sectors
decarbonisation efforts,
reducing carbon emissions to
2(-25 million tonnes

annually]” the report said.
India is one of the worlds
fastest-growing civil aviation
markets, and efforts are going
on to decarbonise the sector.
According to the report, the
projected capital investment of

Rs 6-7 lakh crone will also help
create 1.1-1.4 million jobs
across the valoe chain and
reduce crnde oil import bills
by USD 5-7 billion annually.
“Further, SAF production can
boost farmers’ income by 10-
I5 per cent by using
agricultural residue  as
feedstock,  providing o
sustainable alternative to the
current practice of burning
crop waste,” it added.

The countrys estimated
surplus of 230 million tonnes
of agricultural residue will be a
crucial resource for produci
SAE It will serve as a \"j::i
feedstock for ethanol (2G)
production, a key component
in the Alcohol-to-Tet (At])
technology pathway for SAF
manufacturing.

Ethanol [25 or second
generation} s produced from
other mnon-food feedstock
apart from molasses.

At the same time, the report
said, the At] rowte with
ethanol (1G) produced from
sugar and grain can provide an
initial boost until  the

technology fully
matures. Municipal — Solid
Waste (MSW)} and Used
Cooking Oil (UCO) will
contribute to the overall
potential Alternate feedstock
such as sweet  sorghum,
seaweed and industrial waste
can give further impetus o
SAF potential with
technalogical maturity,” it
noted.

Prashanth Nutula, Partner at
Deeloitte India, said the drive
to produce SAF is guickly
becoming a reality globally
and in India. With a 2-3 per
cent share in the global ATF
market, India is favourably
positioned  in  the global
aviation fuel market, inn:Fu.dinE
SAF Moreover, India also
emerges as a  competitive
geography due to its proximity
to airline hubs in the Middle
East and Europe and
favourable cost structures. As
a result, India is poised to play
a pivotal role as global
demand for 5AF surges,
Prashanth Nutula, Partner at
Dieloitte India, said
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India’s doﬁestic air

passenger traffic to touch
300 million by 2030: Naidu

PTI B NEW DELHI
India’s domestic air
passenger traffic is

rojected to touch 300 million
y 2030 and about USD 11
billion is being spent to
develop  airports, Civil
Aviation Minister K
Rammohan Naidu said on
Monday.

The minister also said India
and France can work together
to develop a robust global SAF
(Sustainable Aviation Fuel)
supply chain.

He was speaking at the
conference organised by the
French Aerospace Industries
Association (GIFAS) in the
national capital.

India is one of the worlds
fastest-growing civil aviation
markets and airlines are
expanding their fleets well as
networks to meet the rising
demand. Naidu said the
domestic air passenger traffic
is projected to touch 300
million by 2030 while 200
more airports are expected to
be developed in the next 20-
25 years.

Currently, India has 157
airports,  heliports  and
waterdromes.

The number of operational
airports is expected to reach
200 by the end of 2025.

The potential for partnership
befween | India-add) France is
immense, the minister added.
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DGCA 1ssues advisory on
Boeing 737 rudder risks

PTI B NEW DELHI

Aviatiun regulator DGCA
on Monday issued an
advisory to Indian airlines
operating Boeing 737 planes

regarding the potential risk of

a jammed rudder control
system.

The move follows the recent
probe report by the US
National Transportation
Safety Board (NTSB) that
highlighted safety concerns
involving Boeing 737 aircraft
lanes equipped with Collins
Aerospace SVO-730 Rudder
Rollout Guidance Actuators.
Against the backdrop of the
potential risk of a jammed or
restricted rudder control
system, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has issued safety
recommendations to the
Indian carriers.

Currently, Air India Express,
Akasa Air and Spicefet

operate Boein

737 planes.
DGCA said all flight crews are
to be informed through a

circular/advisory regarding
the possibility of a jammed or

restricted rudder control
system.
“Appropriate mitigations

must be communicated to
help crews identify and
handle such a situation,” it
added.

Further, all operators have
been asked to conduct a safety
risk assessment for aircraft to
evaluate and mitigate the risk
associated with the rudder
control system.

The regulator also said that all
Category III B approach,
landing, and rollout
operations, including practice
or actual autoland, must be
discontinued for these planes
until further notice. Category
IIT B pertains to operations in
low visibility conditions.
Among other measures,

airlines have been asked to
mandatorily include
discussion about potential
rudder control system issues
as a mandatory topic in
recurrent training sessions.

It will also be included in the
Il n s trumemnt
Rating/Proficiency Checks

(IR/PPC)  during  pre-
simulator briefings.
“Operators  have  been

instructed to include specific
exercises in Recurrent
Training and IR/PPC that
simulate scenarios involving a
jammed or restricted rudder

control system, including
rollout procedures.
“Appropriate  flight crew

responses and mitigations
should be practised during
these exercises,” the regulator
said in a release.

DGCA also said the interim
measures aim to enhance
safety and ensure that flight
crews are well-prepared to
handle potential rudder
control issues effectively.
transparency and efficiency in
services provided to apple
growers,” the chief minister
said"HPMC has enhanced its
processing capacity, with this
year's crushing capacity
increasing from 21,000 MT to
39,000 MT compared to the
previous year. Additionally,
the grading and packaging
line capacity has been
enhanced from 15,900 MT to
33,900 MT.
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DGCA alert on
Boeing 737
rudder controls

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi: The aviation regu-
lator, the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA), has
advised Indian airlines oper
ating Bosing 73T planes about
the potenitial visk of a jammed
rudder control system.

The move follows a recent
Investigation by the US Na-
tional Transportation Salety
Board (NTSB) that highlighted
safety concerns in Bosing 737
afreraft equipped with Collins
Aerospace SVO-730 Rudder
Rallout Guidance Adualors.

The DGCA has recom
mended severnl safety meas-
ures to Indian carriers, These
Inchide Informing lght orews
about the possibility of a
jammed or restricted rudder
conirol system and conduct-
Ing safiety risk assessmenis for
alreraft

The DGCA sald carriers
should discontinue Category
Il B approach, landing and
rollout operations until fur-
ther notice.

Alr India Express, Akasa
Alr and Spicedet operate Boe-
Ing 737 planes,

The DGCA said all Dight
crewd are 1o be Informed
through a elrcalar/advisory
regarding the possibility of o
jammed or restricted rudder
conirol system.

“None of our Boelng
NG alreraft are impacted,
Spicedet spokesperson said
*"Appropriate mitigations
must be communicated o
help crows identify and handle

A Boving 747 MAX 8

stich asituation™

Further, all operatoes have
been asked to conduct a safety
risk assessment for alreraft to
evaluaie and mitigate the risk
associated with the rudder
oomtral system.

Among other measures,
alrlines have been asked to
mandatorily include discus-
shon about potential rudder
control system issues in recir-
rent iriining sessions

It will also be included in
the Instrument Rating/Profi-
clency Checks (IR/PPC) dur-
ing pre-simulator brisfings.

“Operators have been in-
structed to nclude specific ex-
ercises in Recurrent Training
and IR/PPC that simulate see-
narios involving a jamimed or
restricted rudder control sys-
tem, including rollout proce
dures. Appropriate {light crew
responses and mitigations
should be practised during
these exercises,” the regulator
saidd in o relense.

The regulator's decision
comes in responge to the
NTSB's Investigation, which
identified a “potential risk™
of jamming in the SVO-730
Rudder Rollout Guidance Ac-
iatnrs.
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Grounded planes to fly again
within 2 yrs: Spicejet to DGCA

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Thanks to its
recent Rs 3,000-crore fun-
ding, SpiceJet has infor-
med the Directorate Gene-
ral of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) it plans to have all
its grounded planes back
in the air within 18-24
months. Ajay Singh's airli-
ne has earmarked Rs 400
crore for spares, mainte-
nance and engineering for
this task. And in the inte-
rim, it will also wet-lease
some planes (hire planes
with operating crew) to bo-
ost capacity, this is what
Spicedet engineering team
Informed the DGCA last

Friday when the airline
was called for their post-
funding plans regarding
operational fleet size.
The move comes at a time
when the regulator is fina-
lising the winter schedule
of flights that will be
effective from this month
end. “The airline informed
seven grounded aircraft
will be flying again by
the calendar vyear-end,”
said sources.
AsonJune30,2024, 36 of
Spicedet’s 64 planes were
grounded. And of the 28
airworthy planes, barely a
few wereflying. Clearly the
airline wants to change
that quickly. After secu-
ring the funding recently,

SpicedJet CMD Ajay Singh
had told TOI that the airli-
neaimstohaveafleetof 100
aircraft by the end of 2026.

On Tuesday, the airline
announced 1t will have10 mo-
re planes flying by Nov-end
by leasing seven and ungro-
unding three. Agreements
for these seven leased air-
craft have been signed and
they should be inducted by
Nov 15. “T'wo of these leased
aircraft have already arri-
ved in India and are schedu-
led for immediate induction.
SpiceJet will also operatio-
nalise its grounded planes in
phases, with the first three
set to re-enter service before
the end of Nov,” the airline
sald in astatement.
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DGCA suspends CAT 3B
landings for Boeing 737

Advisory For
Akasa, Spicelet
& Al Express

Tines News NeTwork

New Delhi: Civil aviation
regulator DGCA issued an
alert on Monday regarding
potential rodder jamming on
Boeing 737 aircraft, after a re-
cent investigation by US Na-
tional Transportation Safety
Board highlighted risks asso-
ciated with Colling Aero
space rudders on these
planes.

DGCA directed operators
of Boeing 737s with Collins
Aerospace SVO-730 rudders

The civil aviation regulator is determining the exact number of

Getty Images

aircraft affected in collaboration with Boeing

to temporarily halt low visi-
bility Category I1l B(CAT 3B)
landings.

This includes autoland
operations, while risk assess-

ments are carried out and
special rudder control train-
ing is provided to pilots.

The advisory applies to
both Boeing 737 Next Genera-

tion (NG) and 737 MAX mod-
els used by Indian carriers
such as Alr India Express,
Akasa, and SpiceJet. The ex.
act number of aircraft affect.
ed is being determined in col-
laboration with Boeing.

SpiceJet issued a state
ment, saying “None of our
B737 NG or MAX aircraft are
impacted.”

The US had issued a simi-
lar advisory, prompting India
to take precautionary mea-
sures. “Considering the po
tential risk of ajammed orre-
stricted rudder control sys-
tem, DGCA has issued inter
im safety recommendations
toall Indian operators of Boe-
ing 737 aircraft, effective im-
mediately,” the Indian regula-
torsaid,
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DGCA warns airlines over rudder
system jamming on Boeing 737s

‘Aircraft May Be
Using Part That
Could Pose Risk’

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: The country’s ci-
vil aviation regulator DGCA
issued an alert Monday regar-
ding potential rudder jam-
ming on Boeing 737 aircraft,
after a recent investigation by
US National Transportation
Safety Board (NTSB) high-
lighted risks associated with
Collins Aerospace rudders on
these planes. DGCA directed
operators of Boeing 737s with
Collins Aerospace SVO-730
rudders to temporarily halt

The regulator's advisory applies
to both Boeing 737 Next Gener-
ation and 737 MAX models used
by carriers such as Air India
Express, Akasa, and Spicelet

low visibility Category 111 B
(CAT3B)landings. Thisinclu-
des autoland operations, whi-
le rizk assessments are done
and special rudder control
training is provided to pilots,
The advisory applies to

both Boeing T37 Next Genera-
tion (NG) and 737 MAX mo-
dels used by Indian carriers
such as Air India Express,
Akasa, and SpiceJet, The ex-
act number of aircraft affec-
ted is being determined in col-
laboration with Boeing. Spi-
cedet said ina statement: “No-
ne of our BT37 NG or MAX
aircraft are impacted.”

The US had issued a simi-
lar advisory, prompting India
to take precautionary measu-
res. “Considering the potenti-
al risk of a jammed or restric-
ted rudder control svstem,
DGCA has issued interim sa-
fety recommendations to all
Indian operators of Boeing
737 aireraft, effective immedi-
ately” the DGCA said.

DGCAs recommenda-

tions include advising Qight
crews about the possibility of
rudder jamming and ensu-
ring they are prepared for
such situations. Operators ha-
ve been instructed to conduct
safety risk assessments and
incorporate specific rudder
control exercises into pilot
fraining sessions, These exer-
cises will simulate scenarios
of jammed or restricted rud-
der systems.

In response, Boeing said:
“In Aug, we informed afTected
737 operators of a potential
condition with the rud-
der,.. The autoland system in-
cludes layvers of redundancy,
and we are working with our
supplier todevelop additional
guidance toaddress the poter-
tial condition.”
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AIRPLANE SAFETY HITS A MILESTONE
BUT CRITICAL CHALLENGES STILL REMAIN

2023 was one of the safest years for
airlines globally, with no fatal accidents
involving airline jet aircraft. But in non-
fatal accidents, problems with aircraft
landing gear topped the year's global list
of causes for air accident. Manju V reports

AIR

Report issued by: Airlines
trade body International Air
Transport Association (IATA)

SAFETY
IN 2023

Accidents occurred due to landing gear lssues
= 19

nccidents of tail strike (aircraft tail hitting
runway during lift-off or landing)*

e 5 *In India., airlines
Accidents on the ground operating the
| §  longer A321

alrcraft have had
Hard landings aquite a few tall
[ 4 strike incidents in

4 recent

Runway excursions i

OTHER FACTORS | Many accidents were
attributed to factors including:
Non-compliance with standard operating
procedures (SOPs) | Abnormal runway contact |
Improper manual handling skills | Adverse
weather conditions | Aircraft malfunction |
Lack of monitoring | Cross-checking

In 2023, |ATA undertook a project
that invalved gathering
investigatien reports spanning from
2018 to 2022, which revealed that only
about 54% of the accidents had an
investigation report published. The absence of
investigation reports means the industry lacks valuable insights that could
inform safety improvements and mitigate risks, the report said

Challenges persist in the |
critical phases of fiight,
especially during landing
and take-off, with over half
of all accidents ocourring
during 2014-2023
happening during these

phases

“ Factors contributing to accidents include a
range of issues, from managing aircraft con-

figuration to aircraft navigation, and communicating

effectively with Air Traffic Control — IATA report

TURBOPROP

DEATHS

Though 2023 had
no jet aircraft
fatalities, the year
began with an
accident involving
a turboprop aircraft
in Mepal on Jan 15,
which resulted in
T2 deaths

b w0
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