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Private jet travel market rises after 2-year lull

Mihir Mishra

mihir.mishra@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: India’s private jet
market is witnessing a resur-
gence after two years, riding
busy business travel in the
world’s fastest-growing large
economy and demand during
general elections.

Private jet and helicopter
activity jumped 18.2% on year
to 106,300 movements in the
April-August period this fiscal,
according to data sourced from
the Airports Authority of India
(AAD.

That's close to the record
110,800 movements during the
same period in 2021, when
India’s wealthy opted for char-
ters over premium classes of
commercial flights to avoid
contracting the coronavirus.
This spike was followed by two
consecutive years of decline in
2022 and 2023.

“India is in demand and that
is fuelling this growth—multi-
ple top executives of global
companies are flying in their
private jets to India from all
parts of the world to Delhi,
Mumbai, Chennai, Bengaluru

and Ahmedabad,” said Santosh
Sharma, founder of Bookmyjet,
an online platform for booking
business jets. “Many of them
are also taking business jets in
the domestic sector for some
leisure travel—say flying to
Agra.”

According to Sharma, corpo-
rates flying would be contribut-
ing about 70% of the increase in
demand for charters, followed
by other factors including elec-
tion-related flying.

Higher business travel mir-
rors investor and business
interest in the resilient Indian

economy amid global uncer-
tainties.

The nation is also offering
incentives to boost local manu-
facturing of everything from
solar panels and electrolysers
to semiconductors.

And global and local execu-
tives from the manufacturing
and technology to software ser-
vices sectors criss-crossing the
country to evaluate opportuni-
ties and strike deals.

“India continues to emerge
as a critical player in the global
economy, attracting significant
interest from multinational

corporations, who rely on pri-
vate aviation to navigate India’s
diverse business landscape,
particularly when accessing
tier 2 and tier 3 cities,” said
Kanika Tekriwal, founder and
chief executive officer of Jet-
SetGo, a private jet manage-
ment company.

“Domestic companies, par-
ticularly in the startup ecosys-
tem and various other fast-
growing sectors, are increas-
ingly turning to private
aviation to support their expan-
sion strategies..” Tekriwal
added.
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Dasara festivities
atKIA from
October 7-10

BENGALURU, DHNS: The De-
partment of Kannada and
Culture and the Bangalore
International Airport Limit-
ed will host cultural activities
atthe Kempegowda Interna-
tional Airport, Bengaluru,
on account of Dasara, from
October 7 to 10.

On Monday and Tues-
day, ‘Naada Habba Dasara’
will feature dance and
music performances by re-
nowned artists at Terminal
2 of the airport, followed by
aCarnaticmusicconcertand
Bharatanatyam performanc-
esat Terminal 1, on Wednes-
day and Thursday.

The cultural activities will
be held atthe arrival areas of
the two terminals, between
7 pm and 9 pm, on all the
four days. On the final day,a
grand instrument ensemble
will be held at Terminal 1.

Viewers are not required
to have flight tickets or entry
passes.
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‘Govt has a T92ker Runway for Airports’

Our Bureau

New Delhi: India plans to spend
more than 92,000 crore to build
new airports and expand existing
ones, civil aviation minister Ram
Mohan Naidu said on Monday.
He did not give any timeframe.

He also said the total number of
airportsinthecountry will touch
200 in 2025. Another 200 airports
will be developed in the next 20-25
vears, the minister said.

“The expansion of airport in-
frastructure is progressing at
an unprecedented scale, from
greenfield airports in unserved
pocketstomajor modernisation
projects in our existing metro
hubs. Weare on track to have 200
operational airports by 2025,”
Naidu said at an event of the
French Aerospace Industries
Association (GIFAS).

He said Indian carriers have in-

creased fleet capacity by nearly
9% this year, totalling 240 million
seats across both domestic and
international markets.

“This is just the tip of the ice-
berg, with over 1.4 billion people,
a vast geographical expanse and
growing economic corridors, In-
dia’s air traffic is geared up for a
huge exponential growth in the
coming future,” he said.

IndiGo, Air India and Akasa
currently have an order book of

FILE PHOTO

nearly 1,700 aircraft with Airbus
and Boeing. Aviation consultan-
cy firm CAPA predicted the order
book to increase to 2,000 by
March 2025.

Naidu also said the govern-
ment is in talks with US engine
maker Pratt & Whitney (PW) to
speed up the Maintenance, Re-
pair and Overhaul (MRO) pro-
cess of affected engines used by
Indian carriers.

“Itis a global problem; we are in
close communication with them,
and we want to ensure that these
grounded planes start as soon as
possible. Foracountry like India,
where thedemand forairtravel is
growing, if more planes come in-
tothefleet, we can offer more con-
nectivity, and air fares also get
more affordable. So, it is a cons-
tant push from our side that we
get the engine problem settled as
soon as possible, and we are dis-
cussing it with PW,” he said.
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Flights at
some Iran
airports
suspended

Agence France-Presse
TEHRAN

Iran’s aviation body on
Sunday announced the
cancellation of flights at
some of the country’s air-
ports, citing “operational
restrictions”, state media
reported as Israel vows to
retaliate for an Iranian mis-
sile strike.

Because of those restric-
tions, “the flights at some
airports of the country will
be cancelled from 21:00 to-
night (1730 GMT), Sunday,
October 6, until 6:00 am
tomorrow, October 7”.

Iran on  Tuesday
launched 200 missiles on
Israel, in what it said was
retaliation for the killing of
Tehran-aligned  militant
leaders in the region, along
with a general in Iran’s Re-
volutionary Guards.
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Deserted look

Restricted space: A view of the Chennai Airport following the closure of airspace, in view of the Indian Air Force air show conducted as part
of its 92nd anniversary celebrations on the Marina Beach on Sunday. B. VELANKANNI RAJ



AIRFPORTS AUT HORITY OF INUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

JANSATTA

DELHI

8 OCTCBER 2024

STeR ITAWEL T §aT8 31 o
ferT 250 é—a@rww

ﬁa?:l‘rm?amm

aua uweda o afdfne faera
qifireham 9 T wATd AT T e
Ak N 4 wiau 250 ¥ o
ol i i A P e |
Zamd wy W Reel-vaeiam @ wrE,
afees TATE, wEon wiw g F 25 Fe
T ot ToeRt qEE ghfEE w5

A =1 weme e 3 T oo

T freft wanfem o @00, @A 29
ﬁmﬁmmmm|

gard arg o R et sfavoedta ward
=3 @ et Arzn ) P et = e
gard argl & A9 A wea | T e
Wk | e, wfamm s gd Fo2s
feera wemd ar% o6 9ET A @
AT o AEd, el &d fire o U ww
e Bt



I mﬂrﬁﬂﬂlﬁm
AIRPORTSAUTHORITY QOF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

JANSATTA

DELHI 8 OCTCBER 2024

Te] ears ABRN @t
A 2030 AD 30 DI
@ Ugd suusl : SRS,
% faeetl, 7 3@ER (+T) |

TR e sl &, TaEE g
A TFET 1 ©E1 @ TR A e
gang o @1 E@m 2030 95 30
I T URd o1 &1 WM & |
A & gar g & o w ofte
11 379 SToN @el U AR 2
‘BE vae e sEedta veifanyE
@t 3§ v vennh i
yAfaa T d 324 o8 e
R 3T B1E U A dvas
THIUG IS gj@en Rsaa B
& for firemmy & & ¥ § |
R ghrn & w50 | a@d
CILERE LG |l A s e i
dgdl 7 B g o & b
UIENsE 0 42 & Ty~ 73
@ it e @1 WHE |



AIRPORT SAU I HUF’#I ¥ A 'EF iNL}iA

Corporate Communications Directorate

PIONEER

DELHI

8 OCTOBER 2024

Jld¢ UeIeUIc Ue &enfid slan Uadulc &

® ot 3l & frafa
o e w@a

Qraf-ay TOTeT AT | S

arft wEn en & fEaEt w5
o, FM FgEE. vE w1 8
2 T # agE &9 F fen
it wits vl & T S
THTIRE & 9 USSR §E
T w4 o R fae
a% ¥ Ueg ¥ WA W TN
M | T e fave ' oW
29 3379 |1 72 e W Faf
F % form i wadeE (T
RS W) F T F
At | =, 2 @ 3 fava wim
#=h oft v =1 st | Hiow
At 3§ ft wits Fre & T
frarl =1 = &3 4 = #
g 2 % o = gaem
F4 F fagw fed ) 9rft Traw
1A T TN F wY e
TG I U WIS T
fem d wwEqel wEm ¥

e Ar ey 3
# Wideat #¥ W1 oEn
oo T w3l # AfE
o T wEar faea # fav e
@ 1 T vem witwe My Uz
LG coy e S -co c e
=2y (qd wits) ofers
1w wE f ¥ o T w5
TR F AgE o % fom S
TR % U UEEOE T R
TN AN | T A, W
st =1 fae o vedr e
Ay oA ®OfEodi
TATA A, WA o
| TEHE AF 8 92
fafv= = & drERm oW
TFAGE I WEW d2 T W
o ¥ T A, w5 o
sfed wwadrE #t whEm #®
T S e fow T
30,750 T EWE T HI
fawiam fem =mom ad,
ez # fom o Sfafe
HI{ F TN CF SO R

wire uftde & ea Y &
TR F 28379 T a2
s W e #0 & o =i
(T T EE) rdaE
T TO F S, 5 e
fer= o frafe amml & =22
ferd W Fmm 01 W o e
4 T TN F 1 o f
ferfan fm smom | =0 =m0
T TEE o e
HR T § U w5
1 I T gt & fen
TiH e & fou afeng,
wiew & fom siq v,
F9E, e ¥ Sfem d
TEESE W T w1 AW
ot % Tea o Ui =l
¥ W=y F W Wl S
TR ¥ 30 H 50 wiaww =
gfg & fom =m0s wen Sam
s e fraE #t s 1
F9 |/ %Y 25 Wi =
w9 TS e, A =
1 73 3 F o o fava
i wEa @z e W
TUTTA T SA |



AIRPUHISAUIH FHT‘!‘ (_?F INLHP-.

Corporate Communications Directorate

PIONEER DELHI 8 OCTOBER 2024

oTiedl o Uee] BaTs AT di
el 2030 A 30 HeNS dd

=2 faeett | e fommrm o &, e vy S den W oW T
i # =R ward it # dEn 2030 7% 30 w2 % T 9
1 o7 H &1 WY @ ared ¥ e W w1 s =
= e = @ ¥ | e waidem fads vEifaurm (Semrenes )
F R A T TEyE 8 arEan eEee | T w0 fF oawm
#ir wE vF g9En Afes v (SR famem dvA) emofd
eIt 6 & fou foem =M & v §) v g &
"4 TS # G2 AR faue aEd 8 8 s € AR i mm A
T T ¥ I T A 2wy 9w o frem
1 1 7mrg § = R 2030 7 i T A T 30 ¥
A S §, AR 8T 20-25 =6 # 200 s e sz
¥ ferrfam o =1 30dtg &1 s ® 3dam 6 157 T g, de
i afzdm #1 2025 F o0 0% w6 v s2d # H@En 200
ugad & Iefie 3w § S ure ot wie % de el
TS0 S ¥



AIRPURISAU‘I H RITY OF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

RASHTRIYA SAHARA DELHI 8 OCTCBER 2024

a§ 2030 d 9Rd ¥ 2 30 BT TR &dTS Al

W 3rTet 20 ¥ 25 qut # <91 # a9 200 T vaRuE W wisie wHa § 39 ¥ a1 @erd § $ 157 TR

foreett (ame) | Afomer T (FEA B o R Sl mRd wm A AR #, FAE 3 20-25
- ) ST GNP 0 P CRETER A2 o § 200 SR e g “"“‘\‘mwwﬁm
TR PR FIFMATRIER  FTMTMETYEER eI ¢ femett () | P A el S e & e
TR T I AR FE W W IS aRE AU H 57 g HRRR SR (e TR Hed 3 e R A A |

ﬁmﬁﬂﬂiﬂmmﬁmﬁ TRA G F TR A 2030 T e v A ﬂ%maﬁ{m;m% FEATH F B0 I | TEA FE B TREE 3 2019-24 F
FE200TENTITTH WA TR ATATII AR A0 TS T GA T 2025 970 095 A 2R I A FEgE i ded 1 w2 w2 R g

Ecko #1aad : ey  TaeE & fE o wdn w5 R i o oR fon A ad
E@%%mm hI, Whﬁaﬁwﬁmﬁmaﬁ# Eﬁ@e{ Hem 1 fmFl F R S &1 o 1§ F990 ¥ 100 A
11 WA FeR B R 9 3 feret (ITen) | e i 5T 3 v P el 3 e W wm B i | A SRR ) i 21 ) 3 Ao =) feeed 3 Haramed & A
# ﬁwmﬂ@n%ﬁmﬁmﬂwﬁaﬁmmmtﬁﬁmﬁqm iHismiE  F Wﬁ%ﬂmhﬂﬂ?%l%%ﬂmm

T R T AR HEA (RN o) B R F A ) v | w swe T (Semrsi) F S @ ) 3w aE e
TERRE (HomirrE) | S wEee (RS 2 I T § S e A3 | 9 (TG 1 =) 2 K] T | ¥ R 9 e 6, 7
3iR 8 T T 51 o 20 291 o 4 ) 3 et O o S | 9 o | TR A T S S T T S | R R & W Y
AT TR A E | ¥ i U, T S 1 G A e A i 2004 9 | SN AR 3R SR TR 1wl w0 # 1 wed A wm i m g d
fr oA S ERUF Ao | T o S TR FE 2 | e 2.7 sra g T #i w1 | e A AR




AIRPUH ISAUT HURITY QOF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

SWATANTRA BHARAT LUCKNOW 7 OCTOBER 2024

a3 U2R Ui¢ W2

ddl slcdl
| T TR A WU
T BEHT B H o T TR
UF U552 § 146 AT F1
T O R U A
WER O A
TAEAE W I 99 T
T T EEE TR E %
St = e o ot e
gifga &1 2R T F
fae i s & o fF T
F 0F 2 2 T e
AT AT AT R
3 it It = T F
ferfom St § amten v )



AIF?f‘!_JF-t ?SAU?HUF’H Y OF iNL‘iA

Corporate Communications Directorate

SWATANTRA BHARAT LUCKNOW 7 OCTOBER 2024

& 2 gferen & AeR eI gars 33

7 e ug I F wEE
A TN HE A
ZHfe 27 TR | S 9 W
o = winT Hred 1 F e ey
i FE RO e £ 3 T
UG 451 from ¥ e TR

mﬁﬁmﬁrﬁmﬁ% ﬁm’é
TTA § W 30 Tl 81 T
S, T o wTH R E
foed gde #1 gvEm =%
S & 29 A9 TR T
F =1 § =)

I TEE G TH- R
famtor =T @6- 1995
HfEw - o, T
AYFTH Y T e, o
A 3,566 HE FUF T &)

% fou seomre faen =i &
R AR WG T T
Terd T | e g
B, @ H P W
TR A A, A
THF T FH TR W eE
T F1 998 Y FH EaAE
b B
oo =@ fas
YA e
8 ==
TET & AR A
| of faw T &
|
E R A A
e -
wE

Tomtor =57 =d- 1962

HiEy FF- T F1 ™A
W e ¥ 6,588 FE &
TR T oo FEEE e
WA FE W A A
TR &1 WA A g &
AEE, 30 TIF W 33 9
o FTH SifEy & FiiE T
FaA 1,762 B TR AU A
- 3mrEE giFmed ot wEe
AT H e g A i
A T S 2

b= roed

Tomior = ad- 1936
ifay FR%- 99 72 W &%
anl 89 F I Y fruw 72 @ e
3@ P ure O e
g & T R RIS |
i e T Erdt &1 59 S ¢
e FA UH EAE
foufa 1 &1 vl &, T
il zan iafafE T2 &
?ﬁ-m@rwﬂwﬁﬂmﬁ

I




AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE ASSAM TRIBUNE GUWAHATT 7 OCTOBER 2024

IndiGo doubles
flights between
Aizawl, Delhi

AIZAWL, Oct 6: Low-cost
carrier IndiGo has doubled
the number of flights be-
tween Delhi and Aizawl from
Saturday to enhance connec-
tivity between the two cit-
1es, an official said.

The airline has increased
the frequency of its flights
from five to 10 per week be-
tween the two cities, he said.

The airline will operate
flights every day and there
will be additional flight serv-
ices (two flights) on Wednes-
days, Fridays and Sundays,
the official said on Sunday:

Chief Minister Lalduhoma
flagged off the airline’s flights
from Lengpui airport near
Aizawl on Saturday and dis-
tributed boarding passes to
passengers, he said. — PTI
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No changes to pilot duty time rules, says DGCA

L1
Aneesh Phadnis
Pl il

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation [DGCA) is not
amending the duty time reg-
ilation of pilors which has
divided airlinea and unions,

In Junuary, the civil avi-
ation regulator revised the
regulation  governing  duty
hours of pilots, The revision
included  increaszing  the
weekly rest period from 36 to
48 hours. While pilots largely
welcomed the changes, air-
lines resisted it as it would
increase staff requirements
and raise costs,

The revised milbes were ori-
panally to take effect on June
1. However, their imple
mentation was put on hold
due bo sirlines objections.

Last week, 2 media report

NO REST IN SIGHT. The DECA revision included im rl:u!,irlg
the weskly rest period from 36 to 48 hours

gaid that the government is
working to revise duty time
regulations to make it prac-
tical for both airlines and pi
Intz, A senior DGCA official
however denied  plans  to
amend the repulation. Asked
gbout its implementation,
the official said it would be
pn.'mal.un.' b commient a8
the issue is subjudice. In

July, Additional Solicitor
General Aishwarva Bhati in-
formed the Delhi High Court
that the new regulations miy
not be implemented in 2024,
The matter will be heard
next on October 23,

The izsue befare the court
is the validity of an carlicr
regulation  introduced  in
2001% The repulation re

mains effective now, as the
2024 version has been put on
hold. The Indian Pilots Guild
and Indisn Commercial Pi-
tots Assoctation challenged a
regulation  introduced  in
201% on the grounds that &
did not adequarely address
the izsue of work-related fa-
tigue. The unions contended
that the regulation was not
bazed on scientific principles
and sought fresh rules after

consulting with  all
stakeholders.
INADEQUATE RULES

“Though the 2024 regulation
is an improvement over the
2019 regulation, it too has
been framed without any sci-
eotific study and continues
o fall short in some crucial
arcas relating to fatigne man-
wrememt, like allowing con-
secutive night duties,” said

gdvocate  Bharat  Gupta,
coansel of the Indian Com-
maercial Pilots Association.

Pilots are also objecting 1o
certain cliuses in 2024 regu
tations pertaining to “mixed
duty,” ultra-long range oper-
ations and orhers, Mixed
duryis eonsidered when a pi-
Lot 1z called to carry oot du-
ties in advance of the supu
lated reporting time  for
flights, Pilots believe this
could be misused and allow
operators to reduce the man-
datory minimum rest period
before flights.

Pilots have also called for
burnk beds in aircraft thar re-
cling at an angle of 130 de-
grees. The 2024 regmlation
allows airlines to provide
burnk beds thar will enable a
flat or a near-fiat sleeping po-
sition with a recline of at

least 80 degrees,
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Govt to pump in $11b for building, expandm g airports: Civil Aviation Minister

Dalip Singh

Hew Deihl

By the end of 2030, the do
mestic air passenger trafhc is
projected to reach up to 300
million and the povernment
is in the process of pumping
arrund 811 hillion for the
construction of new wirports
and expansion of the existing
ones, Civil Aviation Minister
K Rammohan Natdu said in
his address at the India and
France Serminar an Manday.
The numhber of airports
has doubled in India in the
last wear, from 74 to 157,

Naidu told the gathering of
visiting French acrospace in-
dustry assaciation (GIFAS)
delegation to give & scnsce
into the scaling up of the avi-
ation infrastructure,

The number of opera-
tional wrports, stated the
Minister, is expected to
reach 200 by the end of 2025,

Wi are on the path to es-
tablish another 200 airports
in coming 20 1o 25 years and
the number will go up to 300
w400, And if vou leok at
other figures, the domestic
air passenger in India has
prown by 2.2 times in just the
fast ten vears alone, The fleet

sige of scheduled airfines
doubled to around {00 with
the airlines placing order for
1,200 aircratts in the coming
vears.” the Civil Aviation
Ministry pointed out,

The major  beneficiary
wiowld be India and France it-
gelf, e pointed out as Air In
dia and Tndigo together have
placed orders for neary
1,504 airerafts,

“Tean proudly sav that In-
dig 15 the third lamgest do-
mestic aviation market in the
world and one of the fastest
growing avistion markets
also in the world No nation
in the warld is buving air-

K Rarmmohan Maidu,
Ciwil Awiation Minister

crafrs as India,™ he stated.
He alse shared other

policy initjarives of the Modi

government to push the avi-

ation industry, including the
rationalisation of the GST
upto 5 percent on aircraft
componcnts for strengthen-
ing the MEO landscape, en-

larging regional conectivity

and green initistives to cut
down carbon footprints in
the secror.,

INDO-FRENCH TIES

To boost cooperation in the
acrospace sector, France and
India are planming to develop
an  aeronautics  cluster,
French Ambassador to India
Thierry Mathou, who was
also among one of the speak-
ers at the seminar, said.

The French side is work-
ing with the Civil Aviation
Ministry for the asronautics
cluster,

Insisting that the partner-
ship berween the Two coun-
trica is not just “strategic”
but “universal®, Thierry
Marhou stated the exports of
French acrospace companics
to the country stood at €2.7
billion in the first half of
2024,

A GIFAS delegation of
over LD representatives
from 60 Fremch companies
grrived  New  Delthi on
Monday and over the next
few days they would interact

with individual companies as
well as leading government
organisation, like the 15RO
and the DRDO, to deepen co-
cperation with India in the
defence and aerospace in-
dustry.

An Mol was also slgmed
berween the GIFAS and Fed
cration of Indian Chambers
of Commerce & Industry
(FICCI) o explore indus
trial opportunitics in both
the countries. The other
partners from the India in
thiz grouping iz the SITM
and Indian Space
Asseciation.

Guillaurme Faury, Chair-

man of GIFAS and CEQ of
Airbus, also spoke at the
gaminar and later addressed
a press conference  along
with his two other colleagues
from the association and said
hiz company i= “cogaged”
and “active discussions™ are
o for a ““complex project™ of
six Airborne Farly Warning
and Control (AEWEC) for
the [ndian Abr Force.

The defence conperation
between India and France is
also special and rechnically
remding 48 the comer stone
of the bilateral relations,
pointed out Maj General
Draval,
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DGCA orders safety risk
assessment for Boeing 737s

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) on Monday asked
Indian carriers to conduct a safety risk assessment of their Boeing
737 aircraft, equipped with Collins Aerospace’s rudder control
system. Mareover, the regulatortemporarily barred these spedcific
Boeing 737 (also called B737) planes from conducting landings
using advanced Category Il Binstrumentapproaches, which allow
aircrafttoland in very low visibility. In a statement, DGCA
mentioned that it has taken cognisance of the recent investigation
report by the United States National Transportation Safety Board
(NTSB), which highlights safety concerns about B737 planes
equipped with “Collins Aerospace SVO-730 Rudder Rollout
Guidance Actuators". BS REPORTER
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Airbus CEO Guillaume Faury

INDIA CAN
HELP BOOST
OUTPUT:
AIRBUS CEOQ

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 7 October

The “main” challenge Airbus
faces today is scaling up aircraft
production, and India can help
"debottleneck" this process by
becoming a more integral part of
the supply chain, its Chief
Executive Officer (CEO)
Guillaume Faury said on Monday.

Faury was addressing a press
conference after an event orga-
nised by French Aerospace
Industries Association (GIFAS),
an industry body comprising 482
French companies.

Owing to shortage of engine
and other components, Airbus
had in June  reduced
its 2024 delivery target from
about 800 to 770 airplanes.
Moreover, the company had in
June delayed its goal of produc-
ing 75 narrow-body aircraft per
month from 2026 to 2027.

Asked about his plans to set
up a final assembly line (FAL) for
commercial planes in India, he
said that the FAL is just the tip of
the iceberg and it is not a “limit-
ing factor". He mentioned that
the "limiting factor” is the
supply of large equipment, which
has been affected due to
fragile supply chains at the lower
end of the pyramid.

Faury stated that there are
"plenty" of opportunities for com-
panies around the world when it
comes to becoming part of the
supply chain related to aircraft
manufacturing.

"In my view, India, in particu-
lar, can contribute to debottle-
necking the supply chain in
today's environment, which
again is not limited by the (exis-
tence or non-existence of) FAL.
Actually, today, at Airbus, we are
oversized in terms of the FAL sys-
tem. And, we can't be taking more
orders knowing that we are fully
booked," said Faury, who is the
chairman of GIFAS.
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Delhi-London flight diverted to Copenhagen

An Ajr India Fight from
Diellui 1o Losdon was df
vierted ie Copenhngon on
Sunday due to 5 medical
eeTReTCy, novoredingg b an
alriine official

A& male passenger who
was feeling ill was de-
ploned nf Copenhagen
{Denmneld and taken toa
Niscal hesipuiial for med oal
witentum, Lager, the Baghi
depmrted for Londen, the
wirfine offcial sa el

“Ciur ground calleagues
i Copenhagen airport dad
Ulsedr Beesd tis makisioelse in-
ronveErienee caused 1oall
e guwssts s 1o the dives-
miorn, ™ the official addel

Flighis, usuably, cia bedi-
verter] chee in medical emer-
gimeais. When & possssggs

PR pErmTices s seous ealih
e, the fghi crew may
osess Uhie sl vl wnd de
ridde o band o the nearest
atvpurt where medical as-
ertnnee b mmilahle

The decsdion o divert s
typically bhased on thie se-
warenty ol £l ewedder | evrees-
pency and fhe ability of ihe
crew o o B in-Rizhl.
Regulations and prodomils
vy by cisiat v s m i,

Byl it mirfimes hebve g
eedures m place for these
sl tuink bstun, Oftes lovolvbsg
eonsslistbon with medi
cal professlonsla on the
mroarnd

In terms of legol con-
stderations, airlines are
prnerally reqgubred o pel-
wrilize passenger safvty
anl well-=ing This niay
inclade ohiigtions umder
terEiEl kil mvistnn bwa

A male passenger
who was feeling
il s .'fq'-f.lﬂir;r'd
it Copenbagen
{ Derimark) ancd
daker o a local
Bespoitead forr tmeelical
attertion. Later,
the fight departed
[for London, the
airiine official safd,
and regrulotlims. Despsencisie
on the droumesanees, the
adeline might alam be liahle
for ariy comin relnted m ihe
diversion, bivchsding nsedi-

el care and rebanking for
fFivtid jiod i isgees.



AIF?F! *FxlSAU? HUFHT‘I’ l'“lF INU!A

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE ECONOMIC TIMES 8 OCTOBER 2024

DELHI

DGCA Bars Landings
in Low Visibility on
Boeing 737 Planes

Airlines told to train
pilots for a scenario
In which rudder
control is suboptimal

Our Bureau

New Delhi: India’s civil avia-
tion regulator has asked airli-
nes with Boeing 737 planes not
to do landings in visibility of
lessthanls0feetandtotrainthe
pilots concerned for a scenario
in which rudder control is sub-
optimal.

This directive from the Direc-
torate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) comes after the
National Transport Safety Bo-
ard (NTSB), the accident inves-
tigator of the US, issued an ur-
gent safety alert last week for a
potential rudder failure in the
737 aircraft.

The incident was discovered af-
ter a United Airlines Boeing 737
Max 8 experienced “stuck™ rud-
der pedals while landing at Ne-
wark Liberty International Air-
port in February.

DGCA's advisory will not im-
mediately impact any airline as
low visibility conditions with vi-
sual rangeaslow as 150 feet is not
prevailing in the country, say ex-
perts. However, if the issue isnot
sorted before the foggy days of
December, airlines may face
challenges with some of their
planes barred from operating
from the Delhi Airport.

This, NTSB determined, was
due to a failure of a component
called rollout guidance actuator,
that moves the rudder. It's made
by Collins Aerospace, a unit of
aerospace giant RTX.

In India, Air India Express,
Akasa Air and SpicedJet operate
the aircraft. While SpiceJet said
that it has no planes fitted with

Sy

=

A Boeing 737 MAX at the compa-
ny's plant in Renton, US

the component under scanner,
Akasa and Air India Express ha-
ve said that they are in commu-
nication about the possible steps
required. Akasa hasn't been app-
roved by DGCA yet for landings
insuch low visibility conditions.

People aware of the develop-
ment said that Boeing is yet to
tell its Indian customers which
and how many planes are fitted
with the component. A Boeing
spokesperson said that the sy-
stem includes layers of redun-
dancy and it is working to deve-
lop additional guidance to add-
ress the potential condition

NTSB had said that potentially
faulty parts may be installed on
aircraft in service operated by at
least 40 foreign airlines. In addi-
tion, a further 75 potentially bad
parts were sent directly to airli-
nes as spares and may currently
be inservice.

Indian airlines are also requi-
red to include specific exercises
in recurrent training sessions
that stimulate scenarios invol-
ving jammed or restricted rud-
der control systems.

Discussions on potential rud-
der control system issues must
also be included as a mandatory
topic In recurrent training ses-
sions, as per the DGCA.
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Airbus to Increase Sourcing
Parts from India, says CEO

Country can helpin
‘debottlenecking’
supply chain, says
Guillaume Faury

Our Bureau

New Delhi: Airbus plans to do-
uble sourcing of components
from India every five years,
CEO Guillaume Faury said on
Monday, as the European ae-
rospace giant seeks to optimi-
se operations to cater to an

expanding aircraft order bo-

ok. “We will be continuing to

grow (sourcing of compo-
nents)...We will continue to
double around every five ye-
ars, that is in the next
decade to come. It
1s a stable pace,”
Faury told re-

porters on the

sidelines of an event of French
Aerospace Industries Associa-
tion (GIFAS).

He said Airbus doubled sour-
cingof componentsand services
from India to €1 billion during
2019-2024. Faury said India can
help “debottleneck”™ the supply
chain by becoming a more inte-
gral part of Airbus’ global supp-
lvchainasthe company isfacing
a severe supply chain crisis, for-
cing it to decline many potential

aircraft orders due
to its inability to
fulfil them.

“In my view, In-
dia, in particular,
can contribute to
debottlenecking
the supply chain
in today’s envi-

ronment, which
7 again 1s not limited
by the (existence or
non-existence

of) FAL (final
assembly li-
ne). Actu-

¥

ally, today, at Airbus, we are over-
sized intermsof thefinal assem-
bly line system. And we can’t be
taking more orders knowing
that we are fully booked,” he sa-
id. Indian carriers IndiGo, Air
India and Akasa have placed or-
ders for nearly 1,700 planes with
Airbus and US aircraft maker
Boeing. Aviation consultancy
CAPA forecast the total order bo-
ok of Indian airlines to swell to
about 2,000 by March 2025.

The growing order book of In-
dian carriers has made global
aerospace suppliersaugment so-
urcing from India.

Airbus is currently partnering
with the Tata Group to establish
India’s FAL for civil helicopters
In the country.

Bengaluru-based Dynamatics
Technologies, which recently
won a contract from Airbus to
manufacture all doors for the
A220 family of aircraft, said In-
dia will be a favourable choice
for global manufacturers due to
its large pool of engineers.
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© ADVISORY ISSUED OVER JAMMED RUDDER CONTROL SYSTEM

DGCA cautions airlines over
potential risk in Boeing 737s

veant [ Airbus to source more

=P

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MNew Delhi, October 7

AYIATION REGULATOR DGCA on
Monday issued an advisory to Indian
airlines operating Boeing 737 planes
regarding the potential risk of a
jammed rudder control system.

The move follows the recent probe
report by the US National Transporta-
tion Safety Board (NTSB) that high-
lighted satety concernsinvolving Boe-
ing 737 aircraft lanes equipped with
Collins Aerospace SVO-730 Rudder
Rollout Guidance Actuators.

Against thebackdrop of the poten-
tial risk of a jammed orrestricted rud-
der control system, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
issued safety recommendations to the
Indiancarriers.

Currently, Air India Express Akasa Air
and Spicefet operate Boeing 737 planes.

In August, Boeing informed
atfected operators of 737 planes about
the potential condition with the rud-
der rollout guidance actuator.

"Theadvisory regardingthe Boeing
737 rudder system is applicable to
only five of the aircraft in ourfleet.We
have initiated the process of compli-
ance in adherence to the regulatory
requirements.” the Air India Express
spokesperson said.

A Spicejet spokesperson said none
of its Boeing 737 NG aircraft
are impacted.

DGCAsaid all flight crews are to be
informed through a circular/advisory
regarding the possibility of a jammed

illtllll..

B Crew members
to be informed
viaa circular
regarding the
possibility of a
jammed or
restricted rudder
control system

B The move
follows the
recent probe
report by the

US National
Transportation
Safety Board

B The board highlighted safety
concerns involving Boeing 737
aircraft lanes equipped with Collins
Aerospace SVO-730 Rudder Rallout
Guidance Actuators

B Air India Express, Akasa Air and
Spicelet operate Boeing 737 planes

M Spicelet said none of its Boeing
737 NG aircraft are impacted

or restricted rudder control system.

"Appropriate mitigations must be
communicated to help crews identify
and handle such a situation," itadded.

Further, all operators have been
asked to conduct a safety risk assess-
ment foraircraft toevaluateand miti-
gate the risk associated with the rud-
der control system.

NANCIAL EXPRESS [ue: @8 October 2024

READTO LEAD

parts from India: CEO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, Cctober 7

AIRBUSWILLINCREASE sourc-
ing of components from India,
which offers plenty of opportu-
nities, according to the aircraft
maker's CEO Guillaume Faury.

The European major, which
has bagged huge aircraft orders
from IndiGo and Air India, dou-
bleditssourcingof components
andservices from India to 1 bil-
lion euros during the period
from2019-2023 he said.

Thecompanyhasmorethan
100 suppliers in India.

At a press briefing on Mon-
day, Faury,whoisalsothe Chair-
man of the French Aerospace
Industries Association
(GIFAS), said there are
plenty of opportunities
inIndia"Wewillbe con-
tinuingto grow (sourc-
ing of components)...
We will continue to
double around every 5
years, that is in the next

Guillaume
Faury,
CEOQ,
Airbus

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/76081639

decade to come. It is a stable
pace,’ hesaid.

In 2023, for the first time,
there was more equipmenttobe
placed on aircraft, helicopters
than IT services. The lines have
crossed, he added.

Companies that are part of
GIFAS make procurement
worth $2 billion annually from
India. Meanwhile Airbus has an
orderbook for around 8, 600 air-
craft and expects to produce
about 770 planes this year.

IndiGo and Air India
together have placed orders
for more than 1,000 planes
with Airbus.

About the Indian market,
Faury said it is the fastest grow-
ing civil aviation marketin
theworldand there isalso
fierce  competition
amongairlines.

A high-level delega-

&~ |} tion of GIFAS, with

more than 60 compa-
nies and over 100 peo-
ple,is on avisitto India as
ﬂ‘lE}" look to further boost

partnerships and busi-

nessopportunities

between the two
countries.

&
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NEW DELHI
IndiGoback
to normal

IndiGio's operations were
back to normal on Sunday,
a day after systems outage
atthe airline resulted in
long waiting hours for
passengers at airports. The
airline operates more than
2,000 flights daily. An airline
official on Sunday said
operations were normal.
The outage on Saturday
lasted for many hours, and
systems were back to
normal latein the night.
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Didn’'t notify anyone:
Tillotama criticises
airline after a nine-
hour delay

ctor Tibotumas Shome, who  alriine stall shared, "Everything
wiad i bowrd o Mumbai o tominkmise the icomenicnde,
Lomeon Mkght on Sunday, For any real-time assistsnce,
ook 1o X to rakse a grievance the purserieor s are reqoesied
about the 8.5 bowt delay. The reach ot o them.”
actor, who wis tavelling with a In another poss, Shooe
patient. set (o receive treatment. Cagged Alr India and
al a Losidon tal wroke. “Al DMrectorate Goneral of Civil

12, g a1 gt e Aviathon India, alleging that the
Hezthrow. Delayed as of now muwm:rnﬂdm
from 515 aon io Mens, No o b and no

rivessage, no calls from e ihsermeative Bight eplions as
. sirtines o oot pascnpers  well, ghen i higmgr was
AR of the dolay. Upon alremly checked in.

PR contactimg Al all (hey can Tt by to thee seme.

sy b sorry._{sic),” Shame todid the atrling to
v “dadrindia WHY do saspend operations “untl you
youi NOT imform your 0 VORI T Topether”,
Curstomars that vour *@DGCAInIa what s the wiy

Tlizght. is ekaywd arad ferweard? Haw are we being

that sy by L5 hoars® oompensated lor this delay?

Nol afie ol Awat g Vour bosposise,

one call {sc),” 1he 45 Sincerely, A concorned and

weear-ohl sotor sddoed. exhaanted citizen (sic),” she
I rewpodse, e e
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DGCA warns airlines over faulty rudder in Boeing 737

Neha LM Tripathi
neha tripathi@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
on Monday issued a warning to
Indian airlines operating Boe-
ing's 737 aircraft over potential
risk from a faulty rudder control
system, Three Indian airlines
have B737 aircraft, Air India
Express, Akasa Air and SpiceJet,
although it wasn’t clear how
many were fitted with the defec-
tive part,

DGCA's statement came after
it took cognizance of a recent US
National Transport Safety Board
(NTSB) Aviation Investigation
Report, which highlighted safety
concerns in Boeing 737 airplanes
equipped with Collins Aerospace
SVO-730 Rudder Rollout Gui-
dance Actuators.

NTSB is investigating a Febru-
ary 6, 2024, incident in which
the rudder pedals on a United
Airlines Boeing 737-8 MAX were
stuck in the neutral position
while landing at Newark Liberty
International Airport. Its investi-
gation has found that over 350
actuators supplied by Collins
were defective,

In its statement, DGCA asked
airlines to issue advisories and
circulars to all its flight crew
members regarding the possibil-
ity of a jammed or restricted rud-
der control system. “Appropriate
mitigations must be communi-
cated to help crews identify and
handle such a situation,” the reg-
ulator told the airlines.

The rudder is used to control
the direction of the aircraft.

“These interim measures aim
to enhance safetv and ensure

DGCA has askedtheairlinesto
conduct aSafety Risk
Assessment for aircraft. ReuTERs

that flight crews are well-pre-
pared to handle potential Rud-
der control issues effectively,
pending further detailed opera-
tional guidance to be issued by
Boeing/FAA,” DGCA's statement
added.

The reculator has also asked

the airlines to conduct a Safety
Risk Assessment for aircraft to
evaluate and mitigate the risk
associated with the rudder con-
trol system.

In its statement, it asked air-
lines to discontinue Category ITI
Bapproach, landing, and rollout
operations until further notice.
Cat ITI B refers to a precision
approach and landing method.

“Discussion about potential
Rudder control system issues
must be included as a manda-
tory topic in Recurrent Training
sessions and Instrument Rating/
Proficiency Checks (IR/PPC) dur-
ing Pre-Simulator Briefings,” the
regulator said.

Boeing spokesperson said,
“We thank the NTSB for their
ongoing investigation and are
reviewing their recommenda-
tions. In Aucust. we informed

affected 737 operators of a
potential condition with the rud-
der rollout guidance actuator,
which is part of an optional
autoland system. The autoland
system includes layers of redun-
dancy and we are working with
our supplier to develop addi-
tional guidance to address the
potential condition. We will keep
our regulator informed of our
progress. We will also ensure
flight crews have the appropri-
ate operating procedures.”

A SpiceJet spokesperson said:
“None of our Boeing 737 NG air-
craftare impacted.”

“The advisory regarding the
Boeing 737 rudder system is
applicable to our fleet. We have
initiated the process of compli-
ance in adherence to the regula-
tory requirements,” an Air India
Express Spokesperson said.
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DGCA issues advisory over potentially
faulty rudder control systems in Boeing 737s

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEWDELHLOCTOBER ¥

FOLLOWING SAFETY concerns
Mageed by the US National
Transportation Safety Board
{NTSB) regarding Boeing 737 air-
craft equipped with potentially
fauity rudder control systems,
India's aviation safety regulator
Directorate General of Civil
Avation (DGCA) has issved safety
recommendations to all Indian
airfines that operate the Boeing
T37-Air India Express, Akasa Air,
and Spicejet The measures in-
clude salety sk asesament ol the
aircraft

“All Might crews are to be in-
formed through a o reularfadvi-
sory regarding the possibilityola
jarm med or restricted Rudder con-
rod system Appropriate mitiga-
tions must be communicated o
help crews identify and handle
such a sitvation,” the DGCA said
in a statement on Monday,

“Alloperators mast conducta
Salety Risk Assessment for aircralt
to evaluate and mitigate the risk

associated with the Budder con-

trol system,” the regulator added.

On September 27 the NTSB
had issued urgent safety recam-
mendations on potential for a
jarmmied rudder control system
on some Boeing 737 aircraft fol-
lewing its investigation into a
February incident of stuck rudder
pedalsona United Airines Boeing
F37MAX 8 aircraft.

Therudder is a primary fight
control surface that controls the
rotation about the vertical axis of
the aircraft, amovement refermed
035 YT,

In the NTSB probe, it was dis-
covered that the problem was
with acomponent—the $\V0-730

midder rollout gusdance ac tuator
manufactured by Collins
Aerospace. The manufacturer dis-
covered that a beaning was incor-
rectly assembled during the pro-
duction of the actuators,
According o the NTSB, over 350
actuators delivered to Boeing by
Collins Aerospace sinoe 201 Twere
affected by this faw. The probe
findlings led the NTSE to ssue vir-
gent safety recommendations. To
bre sure, notall Boeing 737 arcalt
are fited with this actuator Itis not
clear as to how many aircralt in
India might have this potentially
faulty part

The Indian airfines have also
been asked by the DGCA to dis-

continue CATII B approach, land-
ing and mllout operations until
further notice, The CAT I B sys-
tern Gcalitates bow-visihility Land-
ings The potensally faulty actua-
tors are instalied only on Boeing
73TMNG and 737 MAX aircraft
equipped for CAT Ill Boperations,
per theNTSH.

Thelndiancarmers are ako re-
quired toindude specificexercises
in et iRining sessons that
stimulate scenarios imiolving
jarmmed or restricted rudder con-
trol syste m, Discussions on poten-
tial redder control system issues
must akobe ncudedas amanda-
WOy topic in recument fRining
SPEIONS

“Appropnate fight ¢ rew re-
sponses and mitigations should
be practiced during these exer-
cises, These Inerim e sies.am
toenhance safiety andensure that
(ght crews are well-prepared to
handle potential Rudder control
issues effectively, pending further
detailed operatonal guidance to
be issued by Boeing FAA (LS
Federal Avation Administration )"
the DGICA said
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Domestic air
passenger traffic
to touch 300 mn
by 2030: Naidu

New Defii: Inchia’s domes-
tiic air passenger traffic is
projected to touch 300
milion by 2030 and
about $11 billion i being
spent o devel opairports,
Civil Aviation Minister K
Rammohan Naidu said
on Monday,

The minister also said
India and France can
woik together todevelop
a mbust global sustain-
able aviation fud supply
chain. PTI
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DGCA issues advisory for Boeing 737 planes

Eéeﬂhack@livemint.mrn
MNEW DELHI

viation remulkator DGUA
A on Monday issued an
advisory to Indian air-
lines operating Boeing 737
planes regarding the potential
riskof ajammed rudder control
system. The move follows the
recent probe report by the 1S
National Transportation Safety
Board (NTSEB) that hizhlighted
safiety concerns involving Boe-
ing 737 aircraft equipped with
Collins Aerospace SVO-730
Rudder Rollout Guidance
Actuators,
Against the backdropofthe
potential risk of a jammed or
resiricted mdder control sys-

tem, the Directorate General of

Civil A¥iafea (DGCA) has
issued safety recommenda-
tionsto Indian carriers.

Currently, Air India Express,
AkasaAirand Spicelet operate
Boeing 737 planes. Together,
they have nearly 100 such air-
crafi.

Adr India Express operates 1
Boeing 7375, while Akasa Air
has a fleet of 25 Boeing 737

The advisory is related to the risk of a jammed or restricted
rudder contral system.

MAX aircraft.

According to data available
on planespotters net, Spicelet
has 11 Boeing 7375 in service.

In August, Boeing informed
affected operatorsof 737 planes
about the potential condition
with the rudder rollout gui-
dance actuator.

The rudder rollout guidance
actuator helps align an air-
plane’s rudder with its nose
wheel during takeolT and land-
ing. [t ensures proper align-
ment and control during criti-
cal phases of flighe

“The advisory regarding the

REUTERS

Boeing 737 rudder system is
applicable to only five of the
aircraft in our fleet. We have
initiated the processof compli-
ance inadherence to the regu-
latory requirements,” an Air
India Express spolesperson
said.

A Spicelet spokesperson
said none of its Boeing 737 NG
aircraft are impacted.

DGCA said all Aight crews
are to be informed through a
circular/advisory regarding the
possibility of a jammed or
restricted rudder control svs-
Lem.

“Appropriate mitigations
must be communicated tohelp
crews identify and handle such
asituation,” it added.

Further, all operators have
beenasked toconduct asafety
risk assessment for aireraft to
evaluate and mitigate the risk
associated with the rudder con-
trol system.

The regulator also said that
all Category 11 B approach,
landing, and rollout operations,
including practice or actual
autoland, must be discontin-
ued for these planes until fur-
ther notice. Category IITE per-
tains to operations in low visi-
bility conditions.

Among other measures, air-
lines have been asked to man-
datorily include discussion
about potential rudder control
system issues as a mandatory
topicin recurrent training ses-
sions. Itwillalsobeincludedin
the Instrument Rating/ Profi-
ciency Checls (IR PPC) during
pre-simulator briefings.

“Appropriate flight crew
responses and mitigations
should be practised during
these exercises,” the regulator
said
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Pvtjettravelup pyq

after 2-year lull

mihir mishragiivesnint. com
MEW DELHI

wilnessinga resurgence after

twi vears, riding busy busi-
ness travel in the world's fast-
est-growing large economy
and demand during general
elections.

Private jet and helicopter
activity jumped 18.2% on year
to 106,300 movements in the
April-August period this fiscal,
according to data sourced from
the Airports Authority of India
(AALL

Thats close to the record
10800 movements during the
same period in 2021, when
India's wealthy opted for char-
ters over premium classes of
commercial fights to avoid
contracting the coronavirus.
Thisspike was followed by two
consecutive vears of decline in

I ndia’s private jet market is

&

India has around 130 private
jets and a similar number of
helicopters. AFF

2022 and 2023

“India is in demand and that
isfuelling this growth—multi-
ple top executives of global
companies are flying in their
private jets to India from all
parts of the world to Delhi,
Mumbai, Chennai, Bengalur
and Ahmedabad, ™ said Santosh

TURN TO PAGE &

FROM PAGE1

Sharma, founderof Bookmyiet,
anonline platform for booking
business jets. "Many of them
are also taking business jets in
the domestic sector for some
leisure travel—say flving to
Agra”

Accordingto Sharma, corpo-
rates flving would be contribut -
ing about T0% of the increase in
demand for charters, fiol lowed
by other factors including elec-
tion-related flving.

Higher business travel mir-
rors investor and business
interest in the resilient Indian
economy amid global uncer-
tainties.

The nation is also offering
incentives to boost bocal manu-
facturing of everything from
solar panels and electrolysers
tosemiconductors. And global
and local executives from the
menufacturing and technolosgy
1o software services sectors
criss-crossing the country to

Market resurgence

jet travel up after 2-yr lull

Private jet and helicopter activity rose 18.2% year-on-year to
106,300 movements from April to August this fiscal, followed
by two consecutive years of decline.

Aircraft movements

e

Data for April-August period

evaluate opporiunities and
strike deals.

“India continues to emerge
as acritical playerin the global
ecodwoiy, attracting significant
interest from multinational
corporations, who rely on pri-
vateaviation to navigate India’s
diverse husiness landscape,
particularly when accessing
tier 2 and tier 3 cities,” said
Hanika Tekriwal, founder and

¥-o-y change
(in %)

§ 7945
a8
21
152

110,800

Source: Airports Authority of India

chief executive officer of Jet-
Set(ro, a private jet manage-
ment company.

"Domestic companies, par-
ticularly in the startup ecosys-
tem and various other fast-
growing sectors, are increas-
ingly tuming to private SVEIHGHN
to support their expansion
strategies...” Tebriwal said.

For an extended version af
this story, goto livemint.com.
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s BOEING 737
DGCA warns
airlines on
potential
rudder issue

OUR CORRESPOMDENT

NEW DELHI: Aviation regu-
lator DGCA on Monday issued
an advisory to Indian airlines
operating Boeing 737 planes
regarding the potential risk of a
jammed rudder control system.

The move follows the
recent probe report by the US
Mational Transportation Safety
Board {WT5B) that highlighted
safety concerns invalving Boe-
ing 737 aircraft lanes equipped
with Collins Aerospace SVO-
730 Rudder Rollout Guidance
Actuators.

Against the backdrop of the
potential risk of a jammed or
restricted rudder contro] sys-
tem, the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation {DGCA) has
issued satety recommendations
to the Indian carriers.

Currently, Air India
Express, Akasa Air and Spice-
Jet operate Boeing 737 planes.

In August, Boeing informed
affected operators of 737 planes
about the potential condition
with the rudder rollout guid-
ance actuator,
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Airbus to increase sourcing of
components from India, says CEO

The company has more than 100 supplicrs in India

NEW DELHI: Airbus will
increase sourcing of compo-
nents from India, which offers
plenty of opportunities, accord-
ing to the aircraft maker’s CEQ
Guillaume Faury

The European majaor, which
has bagged huge aircraft orders
from IndiCio and Air India,
doubled its sourcing of com-
ponents and services from
India to 1 billion euros dur-
ing the period from 2019-2024,
he said.

The company has more
than 100 suppliers in India.

At a press briefing in the

mational capital on Monday,
Faury, who is also the Chair-
man of the French Aero-
space Industries Association
(GIFAS), said there are plenty
of afpartu.ruhcs in India.

We will be continuing
to grow {sourcing of compo-
nents)_. We will continue to
double around every 5 vears,
that is in the next decade to
come It is a stable pace.” he
said

In 2023, for the first time,
there was maore equipment to
be placed on aircraft, helicop-
ters than 1T services. The lines

have crossed, he added.

Companies that are part
of GIFAS make procurement
worth $2 billion annually from
India.

Meanwhile, Airbus has an
order book for around & 600
aircraft and expects to pro-
duce about '.-"’Dg anes this year.
IndiCo and Air India together
have placed orders for more
than 1,000 planes with Airbus,

About the Indian market,
Faury said it is the fastest grow-
ing civil aviation market in the
world and there is also fierce
competition among airines. fi
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Domestic air
travel to reach
300 million by

2030: Naidu

NEW DELHI: Indias
domestic air passerger traf-
fic is projected to touch 300
million by 2030 and about
511 billion i bﬂl‘lt: spent 1o
develop airports, Civil Avia-
fio .!'-'[fnl_ﬂ.ﬂ K Rammahan
Maidu sid on Monday.

He also said India and
France can work lul.u.'lh:r I
dew a robust tl]uh.l -
tainable Aviation Fuel] sup-
ply chain. He was speaking
al a conletence urg,a.lﬁud h:.r
the French Aerospace Indus-
Lries Association (GIFAS) in
the mational capital.

India is one of the warlds
fastest-growing civil avia-
tion markets Ebd airlines
are neding their Qeets
as wjﬂ nﬂnkarks.ﬁ Lo treet
the rising dernand,

Maidu said the domes-
Lic air passenger traffic is

jected o touch 300 mil-
m Iy 2030 while 200 more
airports are expected to be
developed in the next 20-25
years Currently, India has
157 airports, heliports and
waterdromes. The mum-
ber af operational ai
is E:Pezr:d 1o reach m
the end of 2005

Al the eonference, Cival
Avdation Secretary Vumlun-
mang Yialnam said air trig
per capita per annurm for
India is 0.13.

“If half of the Indians
travel, we are looking ata
market podential that is fowr

times ol what it is today™ m
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Advisory issued for airlines
using Boeing 737 aircraft

assessment

Advisory directs
airlines to inhorm
thelr flight crews
about the sk of
A jamrurred of
restrcted rudder
control system
and mplement
nacassary
mitigatons

Advisory
mandates

Advisory
mandates the
suspension of
Category 11l B

operations,
which include
low-visibility
landing= and
autoland
procedurnes,
unti further
notice

ENS ECOMOMIC BUREAU @ hasw Do)

THE Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has issued safety advisory to domestic
carriers operating Boeing 737 aircmft regard-
ing potent ial risks with the rudder control ays
tem. The advisory directs airlines to inform
their Mlight crews about the risk of a jammed or
restricted rudder control sy stem and imple
ment necessary mitigatlons.

CAppropriate measures must be communicat-
od o help crews identify and manage such altu
atlons,” sakd DGCA. Alrdines have also been Ln-
structed to condect & risk assessment br their
Boeing 747 Meets and address the ruodder eontrol
lssue. The advisory mandates the suspension of
Category III B operations, which include low-
visibility landings and autoland procedures, un
til further notice. The DGCA has asked aidines
to hold discussions ahowt potential rudder sys-
tem issues a part of crew raining. The issue
will be meluded in Instroment mtingproficien-
cy checks (IR/PPC) and presimulator beiefines,
where crews will practics handl ing scenarios
invalving rudder malfumctions,

"Operators have been instructed o inelude
specilic exercises in recurrent training and TR/
PPC that simulate scenarios involving a jammed
or restricted rudder eontrol system, Iincluding
roflowt procedures. Appropriate Dight crew re-
sponses and mitigations should be practised
during these exercises ™ The advisory comes
afier the 118 National Transportation Safety
Board (NTSH) raised concerns over Boelng 717
planes Atted with Colling Aerospace SY0-730
Rudder Rollout Guidance Actuators,
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DGCA 1ssues advisory on
Boeing 737 rudder risks

PTIm NEW DELHI

Avuml.ln regubabor DA
on Monday Bsued an
advisory 10 Indian aidlines
operating Boeing 737 planes

rugard:lrlp, the r-us!c:n".:l:ﬂ risk ol

a jammed redder contral
aystem,

The move follows the recent
probe report by the US
Matianal I'ansportation
.‘iu.li'l:.' Board (NTSB) tha
highlighted safety concerns
invoelving Bowing 737 aircrafl
lanes equipped with Collins
Aprospace SVO-730 Hudder
Redloat Guidance Actuators.
Against the backidrop of the
potential risk of 2 jammed or
resiricted rudder  control
syilem, the Diirectorale
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has issued safety
recommendations o the
Iindian carriers

Currently, Air India l'.rl:rl.'ru..
Akiea Air an Spuce]et

—

operate Bosing 737 planes
DGEA said all light erews are
to be in:l'urmu..ll.\ through a
circular/advisory reganding
the poasibility of a jammed or
restricted  rudder  contral
syalem.

“Appropriale miligatinng
must be communicated 1o
help crews identify and
handle such o station” i
added.

Further, all operators have
been asked o conduct 2 safety
risk assessment for aircrafl o
evaluate and mitigate the risk
associated with the rudder
contral system.

The regulsior also said that all
Category 1l B approach,
landing, and rollo
operalions, :|m.'|uJ:|ng practice
or aciual autoland, must be
discontimsed for these planes
until further notice. Category
I B pertaing Lo operafions in
lovw wisibility conditions.
Amaong  other  measures,

airlines have been asked to
mandatorily include
discussion aboul polential
rudder contrul system issues
as a mandatory fopic in
recurrent raining sessomns

It will alsor be included in the
l o 9 &t £ o m e n t
Rating/Proficiency Checks
l:lR.'E'T"II.; during  pre
simulator briefings.

“Oiperators have been
instructed to include specific
exercises  in  Hecurrent

Training and TR/PPC that
simulate scenarios invoelvin
famimed ot restricted rudder
control  system, including
rollout procedires.
“Appropriate  flight  crew
responses and - mitigations
should be practised during
these exercises,” the :4.'3'.|J:ahsu'
said in a release.

DGCA alse said the interiom
measures aim o enhance
safely and endure that I'|i.1_,'|'|L
crews are well-prepared  to
handle potential  rudder
control  paves  effectively.
transparency and efficiency in
services provided to apple
growers, the chief miniser
said"HPMUC has enhanced its
processing cpacity, with this
years crushing capacity
Increasing fram 21,000 MT 1o
35,000 MT compared o the
previous year. Additionally,
the grading and packaging
line capacity has been
enhanced from 15,900 MT to
33,900 MT.
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India’s domestic air
passenger traffic to touch
300 million by 2030: Naidu

PTI W NEW DELHI
India':- domestic air
passenger traffic is

rojected to touch 300 million
y 2030 and abowt USD 11
billiom i being spent 1o
develop  airports,  Civil
Aviation Minister K
Rammohan Naidu said on
Muonday.

The minister alse said India
and France can work together
to develop a robust global SAF
(Sustainable Aviation Fuel)
supply chain.

He was speaking at the
conlerence organised by the
French Aerospace Industries
Association (GIFAS) in the
national capital.

India is one of the worlds
[astest-growing civil aviation
markets and airines are
expanding their eets well as
networks to meet the rising
demand. MNaidu said the
domestic air passenger traffic
is projected to touch 300
million by 2030 while 200
muore airports are expected o
be developed in the next 20-
25 years.

Currently, India has 157
airports,  heliports and
waterdromes.

The number of operational
airports is expected to reach
200 by the :mfut 2025,

The potential for partnership
between India and France is
immense, the minister added.
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Boeing 737s could be using rudder

Halt CAT 3B
Landings,
Airlines Told

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Civil aviation
regulator DGCA issued an
alert on Monday regarding
potential rudder jamming on
Boeing 737 aircratt, after a re-
cent investigation by US Na-
tional Transportation Safety
Board highlighted risks asso-
ciated with Collins Aerospace
rudders on these planes.
DGCA directed operators
of Boeing 737s with Collins
Aerospace SVO-730 rudders
to temporarily halt low visi-
bility Category III1 B(CAT 3B)
landings. This includes auto-
land operations, while risk
assessments are carried out
and special rudder control

iStock

part that may pose safety risk: DGCA

DGCA is determining the exact number of aircraft affected

fraining is provided to pilots.

The advisory applies to
both Boeing 737 Next Genera-
tion (NG) and 737 MAX mod-
els used by Indian carriers
such as Air India Express,
Akasa, and SpiceJet. The ex-
act number of aircraft affect-
ed 1s being determined in col-
laboration with Boeing. Spi-
cedet issued a statement, say-

ing: “None of our B737 NG or
MAX aircraft are impacted.”
The US had issued a simi-
lar advisory, prompting India
to take precautionary measu-
res. “Considering the poten-
tial risk of a jammed or re-
stricted rudder control syst-
em, DGCA has 1ssued interim
safety recommendations to
all Indian operators of Boeing

737 aircraft, effective immedi-
ately,” the Indian regulator
said. DGCA's recommenda-
tions include advising flight
crews about the possibility of
rudder jamming and ensur-
ing they are prepared to han-
dlesuchsituations. Operators
have been instructed to con-
duct safety risk assessments
and incorporate specific rud-
der control exercises into pi-
lot training sessions. These
exercises will simulate scena-
rios involving jammed or re-
stricted rudder systems to en-
sureflightcrewsareequipped
torespond appropriately:.

Boeing responded to the
advisory: “In Aug, we inform-
ed affected 737 operators of a
potential condition with the
rudder... Theautoland system
includes layers of redundan-
cy, and we are working with
our supplier to develop addi-
tional guidance to address
the potential condition.”
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France, India
Join Hands for
Aeronautics
Cluster, Campus

PTI

New Delhi:France and India
will be setting up an aeronautics
cluster as well as developing an
Indo-French campus for profes-
sional training in aeronautics
and space.

France's Ambassador to India
Thierry Mathouon Monday said
the two countries have been stra-
tegic partners for a long time,
especlally in the fields of defen-
ce and aerospace.

Speaking at the conference or-
ganised by the French Aerospa-
ce Industries Association (GI-
FAS) in the national capital, he
said 55% of French exportsto In-
dia are in the aeronautical sec-
tor, amounting to 2.7 billion eu-
ros in thefirst half of 2024,

While noting
R that 'the' part-
nership is not

French . -

Just  strategic
Ambassador  1,,,¢ ypjversal,
Thierry he said they are
Mathou said currently wor-
the two king on an Indo-
countries French campus
have been for professional
strategic training in aero-
partnersfor .., tics and spa-
along time ce.

“We are also working with the
civil aviation ministry to set up
an aeronautics cluster...,” he sa-
id. Specific details about the
cluster proposal could not be im-
mediately ascertained.

According to the Ambassador,
France will support India's goal
to decarbonise transport and on
developing Sustainable Avia-
tion Fuel (SAF).

At the event, Civil Aviation Mi-
nister K Rammohan Naidu said
Indiaand France can work toget-
her to develop a robust SAF
supply chain.

“Today, our partnership is not
just strategic, you should call it
universal because it goes literal-
lv from the seabed to the outer
space,” the Ambassador said.

In the civil aviation space, Indi-
ancarriersareoperatingasigni-
ficant number of Airbus planes.
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