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IndiGo flight
passengers
miss storm
narrowly

Srinagar, May 21: A
Srinagar-bound IndiGo
fight from Delhi with
more than 220 people,
including TMC MPs, on
board encountered sud-
den hailstorm an
Wednesday, prompiing
the plilot to report the
“pmergency” to air traf
fic control at Sri ;
The aireraft later landed
safely here and has been
grounded, officials said.

Videos of the moments
of turbulence shared on
social media showed
panic-stricken passen-
gers could be heard mak-
ing religious suapplica-
tions ag the plane
swayed. Some passen-
gers claimed that the
noge of the plane was
¥ but there was
nao officlal werd on it

“IndiGo flight 8E2142
en route Delhi to Srina-
gar experienced bad wea-
ther (hall storm), emer-
gency reported by Pilot
o ATC S?R (Srinagar),”
an afficial of the Alrports
Authority of India (AA)
said here.

He =aid the flight land-
ed safely at Srinagar al
5.30 pm, “All aircrow and
227 passengers are safe
and the flight is declared
AOG by the airline.” he
cald. "Alreraft on ground’
(AQG) refers to a plane
that ls grounded and
unable to Ny due to tech-
nical lssues,

W Page % It was near-death
experience, says Ghose

GHOSE: IT WAS
NEAR-DEATH
EXPERIENCE

FROM PAGE 1

TMC MPs Derek O'Brien,
Sagarika Ghose, Nadimul
Haque, Mamata Thakur and
Manas Bhuyan, was on board
the plane, “It was a near
death experience. | thought
my life was over: People were
screaming, praying and pan-
icking. Hats off to the pilot
who brought us through that.
When we landed we saw the
nose of the plane had blown
up,” Sagarika Ghose

“]l was in the plane and
heading back home from
Srinagar..It was a mnear-
death experience.. the nose
of the plane is damaged,”
Owais Maﬁuﬂr}l Hakeem
g;ﬂ owaismagbool) posted on

“The Nose and Right side
of the plane was damaged...
And we were not allowed to
see much as airforce police
was there,” Hakeem claimed
in another post.

Another passenger said
that around 20-30 minutes
before landing at Srinagar,
there was an announcement
to fasten the seat belts as
there was turbulence.
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IGI runway work may hit 100 tlights daily

Neha LM Tripathi

etters @b ndustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Passengers {lying
through Delhi's Indira Gandhi
International (1GI) airport could
face significant inconvenlence
starting next month, with air-
port authorities deciding to can-
cel and reschedule about 100
flights daily during a crucial
runway maintenance period.

Approximately 50 lights will
be cancelled and another 50 res-
cheduled starting June 15 until
mid-September, three officials
aware of the matter told HT,
detailing plans for when run-
way 28/10 will be shut to
upgrade the Instrument Land-
ing System (ILS) to CAT 11 B
standards—instruments  that
help pilots land in low visibility
conditions common during
Delhi's fogey winters,

The slashing of services
comes after a similar atiempt in
April led to widespread chaos in
Right schedules at the country’s
busiest airport, forcing authori-

ties to abandon the work.

An average of 721 ardvals and
around an equal number of
departures have been scheduled
for the typical day during this
period, one of the officials said.
"Alter reviewing ulr traffic flow,
gircrafl rotations and opera-
tional dependencies, about 100
Nights will need to be cancelled
or shifted w off-peak hours,” the
official cited above said.

A second official said during
a meeting chaired by the Air-
ports Authority of India (AAL)
chairman Vipin Kumar on
Wednesday, major airlines (Air
India group, IndiGo, Akasa Air
and Spicelet) presented a
revised flight schedule, “The
new schedule is expected to be
filed (with the minlstry) in the
next week,” the official added.

IndiGo and Air India, which
have the largest number of ser-
vices at IGl and therefore need
to make most of the adjust-
ments, did not respond to
requests for a comment,

The April crisis exposed criti-

— -

A similar attempt to curtail fights in April had led to widespread

chaos inschedules at the coumiry's busiest airport.

cal epordination gaps in India’s
aviation ecosystem. Despite
being Informed in advance
about the runway closure, air-
lines did not reduce their flight
operations, triggering delays
that cascaded throughout the
country, The work, which began

HT ARCHIVE

on April 8 was stopped and the
runway reopencd on May 5
after civil aviation minister Ram
Mohan Naidu intervened [ol-
lowing widespread passenger
complaints and a parliamentary
standing committes expressed
concerns over the disruptions.

The decision to suspend the
work and reopen the runway
was made keeping in mind the
peak travel season In April and
May, officials said. The elosure
resulted in Delhi airport's
arrival capacity dropplng [rom
46 Nights per hour to around 35,
with operations further affected
when easterlies were in effect.

A third official said the June
15 to September window may be
leaner, *It's better to take a
small hit now than face large-
scale delays when the fog sets
in. This is all about being better
prepared for winter,” this offi-
cial, with the aviation ministry,
said, asking not 1o be named.

“Authorities have worked
closely with airlines to ensure
these adjustments have mini-
mal impacton passengers,” the
first official cited said. “Cancel-
lations have been targeted on
routes where airlines operate
multiple daily flights and where
demand is lower, 5o seat availa-
bility remains sufficient.”

“We will be in the non-peak

summer period, which means
flights are operating with lower
load factors; around 70-75%,
compared to 85% or more dur-
ing peak travel times." a minis-
try official said.

“Flights are mainly being res-
cheduled from peak to non-peak
hours to stay within the air-
port's limited capacity during
critical periods,” an airline offi-
cial requesting anonymity said.
“Airlines are acting in coordina-
tion with airport operators and
the civil aviation ministry to
prevent major disruption later
in the year (in the winter).”

The coordinated approach
this time contrasts sharply with
April, when airlines maintained
full schedules despite advance
notice of the runway closure.

Ministry officials said that
the updated schedules expected
to be filed by alrlines next week
will give passengers weeks'
notice to plan their travel
accordingly—unlike April when
passengers faced last-minute
delays and cancellations.
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LGBI Airport registers
significant growth

The airport successfully managed 6.57 million
passengers, with 3.26 million domestic arrivals and
3.30 million domestic departures, and 91,594
international passengers — a record high for
international passengers

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, May 21:
Lokpriva Gopinath Bordoloi
International (LGBI) Air-
port, Guwahati, has wit-
nessed significant growth in
FY 2()24-25.

The airport successfully
managed 6.57 million passen-
gers, with 3.26 million domes-
tic arrivals and 3.30 million
domestic departures, and
91,594 international passen-
gers —a record high for inter-
national passengers. On De-
cember 12, 2024, the airport
achieved a single-day record,
serving 21,444 passengers,
including transit travellers.

LGBI Airport — managed by
Adani Airport Holdings Limit-
ed (AAHL) - has expanded its
international route network,
introducing direct flights to
Paro (Bhutan), Malaysia and
Singapore, contributing to in-
creased international passen-

ger traffic and Aircraft Traffic
Movements (ATMs), The air-
port recorded 45,409 domes-
tic ATMs and 1,008 internation-
al ATMs.,

The airport has also
launched three new domes-
tic routes: Guwahati-Ahmed-
abad, Guwahati-Durgapur,
and Guwahati-Ziro, enhanc-
ing connectivity and fostering
trade, tourism, and cultural
exchange, official sources said.

LGBI Airport achieved
substantial growth in cargo,
with 12,893 metric tonnes
(MT) of cargo handled in FY
24-25, compared to 4,550
MT in FY 23-24, marking an
impressive 183.91% increase
year-on year — the highest
volume processed since
COD. Notably, LGBI Airport
handled 225 metric tonnes of
perishable cargo in Decem-
ber 2024, among the high-
est-ever volumes managed
in a month.

In recognition of its com-
mitment to cxccptionai Ccus-
tomer experiences, LGBI
Airport has attained Level 2
ofthe Airports Council Inter-
national (ACI) Airport Cus-
tomer Experience Accredita-
tion. Additionally, LGBI Air-
port has been recognized for
its sustainability efforts, win-
ning the Greentech PCWR
Award 2024 in the Waste
Management & Recycling
Leadership category.

LGBI Airport has en-
hanced its DigiYatra facilities
with a dedicated DigiYatra
lane featuring four DY-en-
abled e-gates, ensuring a
more streamlined passenger
experience. Additionally, one
more e-gate has been in-
stalled in the pre-security
check area, bringing the to-
tal number of e-gates in this
section to six, further im-
proving efficiency and conve-
nience for travellers.



AIRPORTISAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

EUSINESS STAMNDARD LELHI 23 -MAY 2025

Celebi's clearance
revoked amid
unprecedented
situation: Centre
BHAMTHI MISHRA

Blawy Dulhy Z2 My

Thee Centre on Thitmmsday told
the Defhi High Court that it
ool ot give Turkey-based
Celebi Airport Services Pri-
vale Limited reasons for
revoking it securily clear-
ance a% il would have
"l the purpose of the
o™

“The country sometinmes
Mces & sStuation that s so
unprecedented that meither
an opparinily of hearing &
pasibile beraice detay tself
might defeal the object ol the
a1, nar # is possibile to give
rexsomd for  the  adson
because thal again deleals
the purposs of the action.
Thst B when plenary pawer
cnmesEn, said Solicior Gen-
eral Tushar Mehta appearing
Tor the Centre.

The court was hearing a
plea filed by Celebi Adrpart
Bervices Private  Limited
challenging the decsion of
Burean af Gvil Aviatson
Security (BEAS) nevoking ils
securily ceamnee
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IGI runway work may
affect 100 flights a day

Neha LM Tripathi

Lt oL b wghin s o), dam

HEW DELHE: Passengers fiyving
throwugh Delbl's Indirn Gandhi
bstermmbonal (1G] ) airport conld
Inoe slgnificant inconvenicie
alafting mext month, with adf
port aychor ities dociding 5o can
cel and rescheduls aboat 00
rl-}:hh |1.Ir|p duding o cracial
rEnway mainiename period
Approximaiely 50 Deghts will
b capccilod and anotber S0 res
cheduled starting June 15 amil
muid-Seplember, thiee ollicials
wware of the matter 1old HT
detailing plans for when ru
way JR/10 will be shul to

upgrade the lastrumsnl Laud-
g System (ILS) wo CAT 1 R
standandi—imtruments tha
hichiy pilots. bamd b v visdbelic
conditions common during
Dl "s ey winbers

The slashing of servioes
s afler @ slirdlar anemg in
April In‘lhlup.}:'lrn,-ﬂl cluwm (5
Mgt scbwrduibis a2 the country’s
o st abpeont, fowcing wwthosrt
s o abandon the work

“Alter reviewing air traffic
flow and srcraft rotsisons and
operationsl  dependendoies
abwosuat N0 hmdividu] Rights will
need to be elther canoclled or
shifsed 10 offperak hours.” one
official citod aborve said. e
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Celebi moves Bombay

HC against India security
clearance revocation, airport
contract cancellations

SUKALPSHARMA
NEW DELHI, MAY 22

TURKEY-HEADQUARTERED air-
port ground handling services
major Celebi has moved the
Bombay High Court against the
revocation of its security clearance
by the Centre and the consequent
termination of its contracts with
Mumbai International Airport Ltd
(MIAL), the operator of Mumbai's
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport The lawsuits
—three in total —have been filed
by the Celebi's subsidiary Celebi
Nas Airport Services India, which
operated at the Mumbai aimport.

The lawsuits follow a case filed
by two other Celebi subsidiaries
— Celebi Airport Services India
and Celebi Delhi Cargo Terminal
Management India — before the
DelhiHigh Court against the secu-
nity clearance revocation and the
resultant cancellation of Celebi
contracts by the Delhiairport op-
erator. The matteris being heard
bythe Delhi HighCourt.

“Now, regarding our Mumbai
operations; our subsidiary Celebi
Mas Airport Services India Pvt Ltd
(‘Celebi Nas') in which our
Company holds 59per centofthe
capital filed three different law-
suits before the High Court of
Judicature atBombay, Mumbaion
21.05.2025," parent company
Celebi HavaServisi said inaregu-
latory filing in Turkey on Thursday.

The threecases include alaw-

SThe IndianEXPRESS

THREE LAWSUITS FILED BY CELEBI

CELEBI AIRPORT Services
India and Celebi Delhi
Cargo Terminal
Management India fileda
case before the Delhi High
Court against the security
clearance revocation and
the resultant cancellation
of Celebi contracts by the
Delhi airport operator

THE THREE casesinclude a

suit seeking the suspension and
annulment of the security clear-
ancecancellation by the Bureauof
Givil Aviation Secunty(BCAS ).and
two arbitration applications
against Adani group-owned MIAL
seeking the annulment of itster-
minationof contracts with Celebi
Nas, and urgent interim measures
to restrain MIAL to conclude the
tenders for selection of new
ground handling agency for the
Mumbaiairport.

The first case has been filed
against the Union of India, BCAS,
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), Airports
Authority of India (AAD), and the
regional office of the Ministry of
Civil Aviation (MoCA ).

Amidthe backlash in India
over Turkey's support for Pakistan
in the India-Fakistan conflict,
India's aviation security regulator

Fri, 23 May 2025

lawsuit seekingthe suspen-
sionand annulment of the
security clearance cancell-
ation by the BCAS, and two
arbitrationapplications aga-
inst Adani group-owned MIAL
seeking the annulment of its
terminationof contracts with
CelebiNas,and urgent interim
measunes o restrain MIALt
conclude thetendersfora
new ground handling agency

BCAS last Thursday revoked the
security clearance of an Indian
arm — Celebi Airport Services
India —of Celebi on grounds re-
lated to “national security” with
immediate effect. The revocation
also applies tootherassociateen-
tities of CelebiinIndia. Thisled to
Indian airports where Celebi
groupoperated terminating their
contracts with group companies,
Defending itself, Celebi Airport
Services Indiasaid that itis“truly
an Indian enterprise” led and
managed by Indian professionals,
andis "nota Turkishorganisation
by any standamd”,

The airports and airlines that
were working with Celebi are
tuming to the other major ground
handling players in India’s avia-
tion sectorlike Al Airport Services,
Air India SATS Airport Services,
andthe Bird group.

https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/’ @
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YEIDA to develop 35-km green
corridor to Noida Int’l Airport

DIPIKA KIROLA

GREATER NOIDA: The
Yamuna Expressway Indus-
trial Development Author-
ity (YEIDA)} has proposed
to develop a green corridor
along the Yamuna Expressway
enabling visitors to experience
a green and beautiful corridor,
said officials.

As per officials, the author-
ity plans to establish a 35 km
green belt leading 1o Noida
Airport, with an investment
of Bs 692, A sixty-metre wide
road connects to the Yamuna
Authority sectors, running par-
allel to the Yamina Expressway,
separated by a hundred-metre
wide green belt.

The green belt transforma-
tion will stretch from the Sector
17 A entrance to Noida Adrport.
According to Chiel Executive
Officer Dr Arunvir Singh, the
authority will introduce diverse
plant species to enhance the
aesthetic appeal.

The development includes
musical fountaing, sealing
arrangements,  sculptures,

The development
includes musical
fountains, seating
arrangements,
sculptures, theme-
based landscaping
with pedestrian
footpaths: YEIDA

and theme-based landscap-
ing with p::d.cﬁlr'ta.n ﬁ:ul]:rat]'u..
Local residents will have access
to these green spaces for
letsure activithes.

YEIDA officials  also

informed that the fuel pipe-
line project from Faridabad,
Haryana to Jewar is in its final
stage of completion. Bharat
Petroleum has installed a
34-kilometre mdrrgruund
plpr_'].m.l: for aviation turbine
fuel (ATF), connecting Pyala
depots 1o Noida Airport. The
pipeline installation beneath
the Jewar canal to the airports
oil depols, spanning 1.2 km, is
nearly finished.

The fuel supply system will
be operational once the con-
nection is established. Follow-
ing a recent review, the Chiefl
Secretary has set June 30 as
the deadline for completing all
construction work.
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Domestic air tra

fic up 84%,

143L passengers fly in April

New Delhi, May 21: Indian
airlines flew 143.6 lakh
passengers on domestic
routes in April, 845 per
cent more as compared to
compared to 132 lakh in
the same period a wvear-
ago period, amid rising
air traffic demand.

In terms of domestic
market share, IndiGo
topped the st with 64.1
per cent of the pie, fol
lowed by Alr India Group
(27.2 per cent), Akasa Alr
(5 per cent) and SpiceJet
(2.6 per cent), according to
Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA)

“Passengers carried by
domestic airlines during
January-April were 575,13
lakh as against 523.46 lakh
during the corresponding
period of previous year
thereby registering an
annual growth of 9.87 per
cent and monthly growth
of 845 per cent.” DGCA
said in its monthly report.
The on time perform-
ance (OTP) of scheduled
domestic airlines - com-
puted for airports at Beng-
alury, Delhi, Hvderabad,
and Mumbai IndiGo"
OTP stood at 808 per cont
while that of Akasa Adlr
and Air India was 77.5 per
cent and 724 per cent,
respectively.

SPICEJET

-, 2.6%

DOMESTIC AIRLINES
JAN-APR CARRIED

2025 575.13 Lakh
jz———————————]
znu 523.46 Lakh

InterGlobe Q4 net
up 62% to 3,067 cr

New Delhi, May 21:
InterGlobe Aviation, the
parent of IndiGo. on
Wednesday  posted  its
highest-ever fourth quar-
ter profit after tax (PAT) of
T3.067.5 crore, mainly
helped by strong air travel
demand.

The company’s PAT In
the three months ended
March 2025 jumped 62 per
cent from 21,8948 crore in
the year-ago period.

Total income rose to
1230975 crore in the

fourth quarter of the 2024-
25 financlal wear from
£18.505.1 crore in the same
period a vear ago.

“Driven by  strong
demand for air travel and
execution of our strategy,
for FY25, IndiGo reported
a healthy net profit of
72,584 million. Excluding
the impact of foreign exc-
hange, IndiGo reported a
net profit of TB8.676 mil-
lion, maintaining similar
strong performance to the
last year,” it said. T
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‘Star Air to expand domestically before going global

—
Rohit Vaid
Mew Delhl

Regional airline Star Air will
focus on expanding its do-
mestic network wnd increas
ing flight frequencics before
pursing infernational oper-
ations, the airline’s Chief Ex
ecutive Officer Simran Singh
Tiwana told hwsrinessiine,

"W will first commence
Right operutions to new do-
mestic destinations and in-
crease frequencies. We are
looking at starting fights w
four-five new cities  this
vear," Tiwana said.

The airline currently oper
ates to 25 cities,

“However, under our
three-year strategy, we are
progressively making pre
parations for international
operations by inducting air-

craft and increasing capaciry,
These operations are expee-
ted to rake place by the first
quarter of FY28," he said

Star Air is set to cxpand its
fleer to 25 aircraf over the
next 36 months o enhince
domestic connectivity and
suppart the regional air con-
nectivity  UDAN  scheme,
suid the CEQ.

“Az part of this growth
plan, the airdine will induct
two Embraer E175 wireraft in
FY26, followed by four addi-
rional airceaft in FY27, Cur-
rently, we are operating i
fleet of 10 Embraer jets,”
Therana said.

ROOM FOR GROWTH

He pointed to the untapped
potential in regions such as
north  Karmataks, Andhra
Pradesh, eastern Maha-
rashtra, Punjab and Haryana,

Star Air's CEQ
Simran Singh Tiwana

where economic sctivity is
om the rise.

“Industrial corridors and
emerging tler-3 cities like
Kolhapur, Smdhudurg, Jam-
nagar and Belagavi are prime

examples of where enhanced
comnectiviry can catalyse re-
giomal growth, Similarly, reli
gricus and cultural hubs such
as Ayodiva, Shirdi, Tirupati,
and MNanded are witnessing
increasing  footfull as do-
mestic tourism surges,” he
zaid.

“With a fuel efficlent Em
braer fleet and the agility to
operate from smaller abr-
ports, we are uniquely posi
tioned to serve these muar-
ks, Qur scrategy is to be the
first mowver in regions where
demund exists but remuing
underserved by farger
carriars."”

Some of the new destina
tioms expected in FY26 in-
clude parts of Odisha , Muha-
rashtra and Madhva Pradesh,
Tiwana hinted.

Further, he estimated that
the industry is poised for

STTOng grml.rrh with do-
mestic air |1al1=u:'n.g|:r rralﬁu_
o rise approxamarely 7 per
cent in 2025-26.

RAPID ROLL OUT
Om the other hand, Tiwana
cited that the global eco-
nomic uncerrainties could
create headwinds for the
travel and tourism sector,
potentially dﬂm.pn:njng dia-
cretionary s-Eending and
business travel

“tdding to this complex-
ity iz the slowed pace of air-
craft inductions by severul
Indian carriers, due to the
supply chain Lnnwrramn and
financial pressures,” Tiwana
said, *We are  well-posi-
tioned on this front, with a
steady fect expansion plan
in place and no disruptions
to our aircreft  induction
pipeline,” he said.
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IndiGo soars despite
valuation air pocket

Geopolitical risks cloud InterGlobe Aviation's near-term outlook

RAM PRASAD SRHLY
Wb, T oy
IntesGlobe  Avition,  Iodia’s

|argest airine and the opermsior of
IndiGo, posted s highest =ver

fourth — quarter  prafi,
bobszered by kwer unit costs and
higher plelds

The addine’s healthy operating
pesformance was lapely devvenby

B 24 Per cont yeRr-on-year (Y-
Increass in revenue, with passen-
BET EEveme fsing 35 per cemst and

ancillary income growing ar @
stmidar pace.
Operating  profit  marging

before remtals and adjusted for
farex changes stcod ai & robusi
0.5 per cent. Thels was under-
pinred bya ToEnt increase
vields to #9435 added in panr by
strong demand during the Maha-
kumbh.  Fassenger volumes
sarged 26 per cent Y-o-¥, while
revenue passenger kdlnmetres rose
Ijpercent.

Alkey contribamor o themargin
ENJIAMEINN Wis 3 A6 per cent drop
Im fuaed it oot to 060 per seat
kilometre, thanks to a G per cent
decline in avimion turbene foed
|ATF) prices.

Analyes l=d by Aditya Mongin
of Kotak Research noted that this
marks the second consscutive
quarter in which IndiGo has
retabned the full bensfhit of Rlling
crude prices — a trend that may
persist as current ATF prices
remain 1o per cent below the Qu
EVETHRE.

Diespie the robust Q4 showing
and encouraging medium-term
proGpecis, some  brokemges
PEMLAET CItions (o the nenr term.
The ongoing India-Pakistan con-
fiict has rriggered o wave of fight
canceliaHons and weakensd honk
img trends, which are bkeh to
Impact the Junequaneri{ChF Y.
Paszenper traffic outiook remains
unceriain, though copachy &
expecied togrow in the m
VEQT-0n-ear

Turbulence ahead

— il ok Avlafiens — EEE i

B0

|:'11|_1I:||]

B = 100

Exchargin

Jal imand of Kuvama Eesearch
expressed concern that capacity
expansian may outpace demand
in the short term, exerting press-
ore on yields Novama  has
trimmied s FY6 operating profic
forecast by 3 per cent. oiting the
expected  adverse impact oo
demand and pricing. The broker
npemaintaing o “hold " meing sig-
pesting current valumtions limit
upside potential despite underty-
iy positives.

O the other hand, Prabbudas
Lilladber remains opbeat with a
“buy” raung Analysts led by
Jdinesh Jpshi highlight several
kang-term growth levers, nclad-
mg IndiGo’s smategy to deepen

imtemations] opemtions — with
global capacity set 1o rise 40 per
cent by F¥30 — and iis fooos an
prentium odferings.

The recent mdlom: of InddGo
Sireich’ across five roaies and the
decrensing count of gronnded adr-
craft are also seen s key enablers
four growsh and margin fmprove-
ment. While shon-term furb-
lence remains, i) Go's stracturml
streagths and srategic indtasives
continue to positicn it weldl foe
long-term gains

Elara Securities is positive on
the stiock given the softening crude
ail price, higher primary atreraft
delivery to ImdiGo,  capaciy
expansion at major akrports, and
thie petarn of the grounded Pratt &
Whizney flest.

On theotherhand, compeifions
face constraints to agzressively
add capacity unless Boetng
impeoves its globalopermions in
susainsd manrer. Anahystsled by
Gagan Dixit bave reitcated a
“buy” maing and increased earm:-
ings by 14 per cemt in Fy'oh and 13
percent in Fyaz

The firm's profit rose &1.0 per
cent Y-0-¥ oo tovich € 10688 crore,
driven bya surge in travel demand
during the Mahakumbh n
Pruyugral. an extended wedding
seasor, a sharp reduction o the
numer of grounded atreraft over
thelest few quasters, and effective
cost cantrol.

The consclidated net profis for
F¥34 stood at £}, 258 crore, a drop
of 2 percent Y-orY. “Themr wasa
tempomary  moderation in
demand, led by electhons and
heatwave, in the first balf of the
yvear® IndiGo Chisf Execotive
Dffficer (CEQ) Pieter Efbers said
dimringthe post-reslis conference
call with anah=is.

“In the fourth quarier we
served the highest rumber of pas-
sengers in amy quarter. We alsy
posted the bighest foamb-quaries
proén for any year since our incep-
than, " he adoed.
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Domestic air traffic up 84%,
143L passengers fly in April

New Delhi, May 21:
Indian airlines flew 143.6
lakh passengers on
domestic routes in April,
8.45 per cent more as com-
pared to compared to 132
lakh in the same period a
vear-ago period, amid ris-
ing air traffic demand.

In terms of domestic
market share, IndiGo
topped the list with 64.1
per cent of the pie, fol-
lowed by Air India Group
(27.2 per cent), Akasa Air
(5 per cent) and SpiceJet
(2.6 per cent), according to
Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA).

“Passengers carried by
airlines during January-

SPICEIET

<, 2.6%

DOMESTIC AIRLINES
JAN.-APR CARRIED

2025 575,13 Lakh
2024 523.46 Lakh

INDIGD M

April were 575.13 lakh as
against 523,46 lakh during
same period of previous
year thereby registering

an annual gr-owth of 9.87
per cent and monthly
growth of B.45 per cent,”
DGCA said. — PTI
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IndiGo posts highest Q4 profit of Rs 3,068 crore

TDG HETWOR K

MEW DIEL 1

InterGlobe Aviation, the
parent of the country's
largest airline IndiGo, on
Wednesday posted ils
highrst-cver fourth querter
profit after tax of Rs 30673
crore, mainly helped by
strong air travel demand,
The company's profit af-
fer tax in the three months
roded March 20025 pmped

2 per cent from Ra 18940
crorein the year-ago period,
Lis boand bas recommended
adividend of Rs 10 per eq-
uity share.

In the fourth quarter of
Uhve 2024-25 [iecul, IndiGo's
capacity increased 21 per
cent to 42.1 hillion while
the number of passengers
carried rose 19.6 per cent fo
319 million, according to a
release. Total income rose
to Rs 230475 crore in the

fourth quarter of the 2024-
2 financial vear from Rs
18,505.1 crore in - the same
periced a year o,

“Diriven by strongdemand
for air travel and execution
of oo strategy, for the finan-
cial vearended March 20025,

IndiGo reported a healthy
net profit of Ra 72,5084 mil-
lion. Excluding the mmpact
of foreign exchange, IndiCGo
reported a net profit of Bs
Baa76million. maintaining
similarstrang performance
to the last vear.

“For the guarter ended
March 2035, IndiCio report-
ed a net profit of Rs 30675
million, the highest fourth
guarier ever,” the release
said.
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PAKISTAN EXTENDS AIRSPACE BAN

The Daily Guardian

epaper.thedailyguardian.com

22 May 2025 - Page 11

INDIAN FLIGHTS BY ONE MONTH

The ban was imposed for a month until May 23, as under
International Civil Aviation Organisation rules

AGENCIES
ISLAMABAD

akistan has decided
Pto extend the closure

of its airspace for
Indian flights by another
month, a media report said
on Wednesday.

Pakistan banned its air-
space for India last month
after steps taken by New
Delhi in the wake of the Pa-
halgam terrorist attack on
April 22.

The ban wasimposed fora
month until May 23, as un-
der International Civil Avia-
tion Organisation (ICAO)
rules that airspace restric-
tions cannot be imposed for
more than one month at a
time.

Quoting sources, Geo
News reported that the de-
cision to extend the ban is
expected to be announced
on Wednesday or Thurs-
day, and a Notice to Airmen
(Notam) will be issued. The
development comes amid
heightened tensions be-
tween the two neighbours

following India’s precision
strikes under ‘Operation
Sindoor’ on terror infra-
structure in Pakistan and
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
on May 7 in response to the
April 22 Pahalgam terror
attack that killed 26 people.

The Indian military has
been maintaining that
Pakistan pleaded for stop-
ping the military actions
after India hit eight military
installations in Pakistan on
early May 10 in response to
Pakistan's attempts to target

Indian military bases.

This is not the first time
Pakistan has imposed such
restrictions. Pakistan closed
its airspace for Indian flights
during the 1999 Kargil con-
flict and the 2019 Pulwama
crisis. In retaliation for the
Pahalgam terror attack that
killed 26 people —mostly
Hindu tourists—India
launched strikes on Paki-
stani military installations.
The attack, which India
blamed on Pakistan-backed
militants, prompted a swift

response. On May 10, In-
dian forces targeted eight
Pakistani military sites af-
ter Pakistan attempted to
strike Indian military bases.
Pakistan, while denying in-
volvement in the Pahalgam
incident, requested a halt to
escalating hostilities.
Amid rising tensions,
Pakistan closed its airspace
to Indian flights—an action
consistent with past con-
flicts such as the 1999 Kar-
gil War and the 2019 Pul-
wama crisis. In a reciprocal

move, New Delhi banned
Pakistan-registered aircraft,
including military planes,
from Indian airspace start-
ing midnight on April 30. It
remains uncertain whether
India will extend or modify
this airspace restriction.

The airspace closures have
disrupted flight routes, par-
ticularly affecting services
from North India to regions
such as Central Asia, the
Caucasus, West Asia, Eu-
rope, the UK, and North
America. Airlines are now
forced to take longer flight
paths, leading to increased
fuel consumption and high-
er operational costs. These
changes are also complicat-
ing payload management
for many carriers.

Industry insiders estimate
that the rerouting could
push international airfares
up by 8-12 percent for In-
dian carriers. The situation
has introduced significant
logistical and economic
challenges for airlines, pas-
sengers, and cargo services

alike.
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The Delhi-Srinagar IndiGo flight that hit turbulence mid-air due to inclement weather. /11

Srinagar-bound IndiGo flight caught in
hailstorm; narrow escape, say passengers

SRINAGAR, PTI: A Sri-
nagar-bound IndiGo Right
from Delhi with more than
220 people, including TMC
MPs, on board encountered a
sudden hailstorm on Wednes-
day, prompting the pilot to
report the “emergency” to
air traffic control at Srinagar.
The aircraft later landed safely
here and has been grounded,
officials said,

Videos of the moments of
turbulence shared on social
media showed panic-stricken
passengers could be heard
making religious supplications
asthe plane swayed

Some passengers claimed
that the nose of the plane was
damaged, but there was no of-
ficial word onit.

“IndiGo flight 6E2142 en

route Delhi to Srinagar ex-
perienced bad weather (hail
storm), emergency reported by
Pilot 1o ATC SXR (Srinagar),”
an official of the Airport Au-
thority of India said here. He
said the flight landed safely at
Srinagar at 6.30 pm.

“Allaircrew and 227 passen-
gers are safe and the flight is
declared AOG by the airline,”
he said. ‘Aircraft on ground’
{AOG) refers to a plane that is
grounded and unable to fly due
totechnical issues.

Five Trinamool Congress
MPs, who were flying to meet
people affected by the recent
cross-border shelling near
the LoC, were also in the air-
craft. “It was a near death ex-
perience,” TMC MP Sagarika
Ghose said.

A passenger said that around
20-30 minutes before landing
at Srinagar, there was an an-
nouncement to fasten the seat
belts,

“Within two tothreeminutes
oftheannouncement, there was
somuch turbulence that all felt
itwould be our last flight... Iam
a frequent flyer, but [ have nev-
erexperienced such turbulence.
Butlam very thankful to the pi-
lot for making a safe landing,”
the passengersaid.

Later,inastatement, IndiGo
said its flight from the national
capital to Srinagar encoun-
tered a sudden hailstorm and
the plane landed safely at the
Srinagar airport.

“Theaircraftwill be released
post-necessary inspection and
maintenance,” it added.
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Strong air travel props IndiGo's
Q4 profit to its highest

NEW DELMI, PTI

InterGlobe Aviation, the par-
ent of the country’s largest
airline IndiGo, on Wednes-
day posted its highest ever
fourth-quarter profit after
tax of R 3,067.5 crore, main-
ly helped by strong air travel
demand.

The company’s profit afrer
tax in the three months end-
ed March 2025 jumped 62%
from Rs 1,B94.8 crore in the
year-ago period. [ts board has
recommended admvidendofRs
10 per equity share,

In the fourth quarter of the
2024-25 fiscal, IndiGo's ca-
pacityincrensed by 21% o 42.1
billion while the number of
passengers carried rose 19.6%
to 31.9 million, according to a
release.

Total income rose to Rs
23,087.5 crore in the fourth
quarter of the 2024-25 finan-
cialyear from Rs 18,505.1 crore
in the same period a year ago,

“Diriven by strong demand
for air travel and execution of
our strategy, for the financial
year ended March 2025, In-
diGo reported a healthy net
profitof Rs 72,584 million. Ex-
cluding the impact of foreign
exchange, IndiGo reported a
net profitof Rs 88,676 million,
mamtaining similar strong
performance to the last vear.

“For the quarter ended
March 2025, IndiGo reported
a net profit of Rs 30,675 mil-
lion, the highest fourth quarter
ever,” the release said.

In the March quarter, Indi-
Go's passenger ticket revenues
climbed 25.4% to Rs 195,673
million and ancillary revenues
increased 25.2% to Rs 21,525

‘Govt to decide on renewing IndiGo’s

lease of Turkish Airlines planes’

IndiGois fully compli- aviation watchdog BCAS,
antwith all regulatory on May 15, revoking the
frameworks and regula- security clearance for
tions foroperating Mights  Turkish company Celebi
with planes leased from Airport Services India
Turkish Airlines, IndiGo ~ PvtLtd in the “interest of
CEO Pieter Elbers said national security”.
on Wednesday and also IndiGo is operating
mentioned thatitisforthe  direct Mights to lstanbul
government to decide on with two leased Boeing
therenewaloftheleases. 777 aireraft from Turkish

This,even ashe declined  Airlines having over 500
tocommenton thereports  seatseach, Italso offers
that rival Air India has codeshare seats to more
asked the government to than 40 points in Europe
review IndiGosparmer-  and the US through the
shipwith Turkish Airlines. codeshare partnership
He deflected on the sub- with the Turkish carrier.
Jject saying, “we move on The current leases
serving our customers”, for the two Turkish

The comments also Airlines planes are ending
comein the backdrop of this month.

million compared to the same According to Elbers,

period a year ago.

Ar a briefing about the re-
sults, IndiGo CEO Pieter El-
bers said the airline carvied 118
million passengers in 2024-25.

the number of grounded air-
eraft is currently in the 40s,
declining from the 50s in the
fourth quarter and 60s in the
third quarter.
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AS DELHI-SRINAGAR FLIGHT ENCOUNTERED HAILSTORM...

Pak Rejected IndiGo Jet’s Request to Use Airspace

MNow Delhl | Mumbid: An IndiGo pllot
opernting the Delhi-Srinagar ight,
which encountered a sudden hailstarm
on Wednesday, initially sought Lahore
AlrTrafTic Control's permission to brief-
I¥ use the Pakistan alrspace to avoid the
turbulence, but the request was rejected
sources sald on Thursday

The incident of flight 6E 2142 encounter-
ing severe turbulence is being probed by
the Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), thesources said

The Night, carrying more than 230 peo
ple, including Trinamool Congress MPs
encountered a sudden hailstorm, and the
pilot reported the “emergency”™ to alr
traffie control at Scinagar airport. The
Might had landed safely on Wednesday,

When the airerall was overflying Am-
ritsar, the pllot notieed turbulence and

PLANE FACTS

Whenthe aircraft
w wasoverflying
Amritsar, the pilot
noticed turbulence & sought
Lahore ATC nod totakea de-
viation through Pak airspace

sought Lahore Alr Traffic Conirol's
{ATC) permission to take a deviation
throtigh the Pakistan alrspace on
Wednesdoy, The request was made (o
mvold the turbulence, but it was pejodbid
by the Lahore ATC, the souroes sald

Asa result, the alreraft operated on the
original fNight path, where |t encoun-
tered severe turbulence, they added

In the wake of tensions between India
and Pakistan following the Pahalgam
terrorattack that kKilled at least 26 people,
Pakistan alrspace is closed for Indian
carriers. Indln has also shut its airspace
for Pakistan airlines

In a siatement on Wednesday, IndiGo
=aid it= flight 6E 2142 operating from Del-
hi o Srinagar, encountered a sudden
|I;H.l‘: Log m &n rouate

Afve-memberdelegation of Trinamool
Congress comprising Derek O'Brien, Na-
dimul Hague, Sagarika Ghose, Manas
Bhuriia and Mamata Thakur was on the
Might. “Tt was a neardeath experience
Pl w10 seroaming, praying and pan-
jeking.” Ghose sajd. - PTI
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RUNWAY CLEARED

As IndiGo Planes

Return, Changein

Fares on Horizon

Airline set to add Taking Off
80tofleetinFy26 |2 iraaist

but route additions 5 410 437 434

may limit price drop

38

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: IndiGo is expec-
ted to bring most of its gro.
unded alreraft back into ser-
vice by early next vear, incre-
asing its active fleet count by
nearly 80 planes in
FY26—double the average 40
aircraft it adds each year—a
person aware of the develop-
ment said.

Analysts said this could le-
ad to softening of airfares,
which have remained high
due to shortage in supply of
aireraft, but industry execu-
tives said the impact on fares
may be limited as part of the
increased capacity would be
diverted to new and interna-
tional routes.

40 Alrcraft on Ground »» 13

40 Alrcraﬂ on Ground

»» From Page 1

India’s Targest airline currently has a
fleet of 434 active aircraft.

Around 70 IndiGo aircraft were gro-
unded starting December 2023 after US-
based RTX, which makes the Pratt &
Whitney engine, found that there wasa
contamination of powder metal usedto
maketheengine—a defect that could le-
ad tothe cracking of components.

Currently, the airline has around 40
aircraft on ground, as its chief financi-
al officer Gaurav Negi told analysts at
its Marchquarterearnings call on Wed-
nesday.

With Pratt's supply chain improving
significantly and engines staying on
wing without requiring repairing
longer than initially anticipated, “it is
expected that all aircraft will be out of
grounding by the end of this year or
early next year,” the person cited on
top said.

Around 30 of these planes will join the
airline’s fleet while 10 will be returned
to lessors as their lease period will be
over. “Along with the new addition, it
willbeagoodboost tocapacity,” the per-

son added.

This year, IndiGo has so far added 14
new aircraft while it has returned aro-
und 11 planestolessors.

“There will be a gradual easing of ca-
pacity crunch as these planes come
back and new planes are added,” an
analyst tracking the sector said on con-
dition of anonymity.

A spokespersonof IndiGodidn’treply
to queries on the number of planes the
airline will add but redirected to the la-
test capacity guidance.

DELIVERY DELAYS
CFO Negi told analysts that in FY26, the
airline expects its capacity to grow by
early double digits as compared to FY 25
while for the first quarter of FY 26, it ex-
pects capacity growth of mid-teens com-
pared to the same period last year.
Delivery of new aircraft has been signi-
ficantly delayed as thetwoleading manu-
facturers, Airbus and Boeing, have
struggled to keep up production due to
supply chain problems. Thishasled toan
increase in airfare as the number of air-
craft wasn't enough to cater to increased
passenger demand.



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE FINANCIAL EXPREESS DELHI 23 MAY 20425

Centre defends Celebi move,
cites ‘unprecedented’ threat

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Mew Delhi, May 22

THE CENTRE ON Thursday
defended its dedsion to evoke
the securityd eamnee to Turkey-
based aviation ground handling
company Celebi without warn-
ing,given the “unprecedented”
threat to adation securkty.

Appearing before |ustice
Sachin Datta, solicitor general
Tushar Mehta said during
“unprecedented " times, giving
ahearing orreasons before tak-
ing action defeats the purpose
and in matters of national
security, "either we do some-
thing orwedon't"buttherewas
“nothing in between®

Celebi Arport S ervices India
and Celebi Delhi Cargo Termi
nal Management India have
moved court against the Cen

tre’s move. The Bureau of Civil
Aviation Safety (BCAS) on May
15 revoked the security clear
ance,days after Turkey backed
Pakistan and condemned
India's strikes on temror camps
in the neighbounng country.
Mehta said the petitioners
were invohved in ground and
cargohandling havingaceessto
aircraft and soreening of cargo
in seveml airports which also
handled VIF movements,
prompting authorities tomeoke
their*plenary powers™ inderthe
relevant lawtotakeaction.
“Thecourt is dealing witha
sul generis situation where
thereisa potential threat to the
country’s civil aviation secu
rty at wvarious airports...,
Mehtasaid Withrespect to the
petitioners’ objection to the
Centre furnishing some

"inputs” to court in a sealed
cover,hesaid national security
concemsoutweighed the right
to know. The court would con-
tinue the heardng on May 23,

Celebi subsidiary
moves Bombay HC

A Celebi subsidiary has
moved the BombayHigh Court
against the revocation of its
security clearance and subse-
gquent termination of its con-
tract with the Mumbai Inter-
national Airport  Limited
(MIAL). Three petitions were
filed on Wednesday by Celehbi
Nas Airport Services India,
which operated at the Mumbai
airport, challenging the Cen-
tre’s decision to revoke the
security clearance and con-
tract termination.
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Domestic air passenger traffic
grows 8% to 143.16 lakh in Apr

WEW DELHI

Indian airines flew 1436 lakh
passengers on domestic routes
in April, 845 per cent more as
compared to the year-ago
period, amid rising air traffic
demand. In terms of domestic
market share, IndiGo topped
the list with 84.1 per cent of the
pie, followed by Air India
Group (272 per cent), Akasa
Air (5 per cent) and SpiceJet
(2.6 per cent), according to the
latest data from the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation

(DGCA)

“Passengers carried by

domestic  airlines  during
January-April 2025 were 575.13
lakh asagainst 52346 lakh dur-
ing the carresponding period
of the previous year thereby
registering an annual growth
of 9.87 per cent and monthly
growth of 845 per cent,” DIGCA
said in its monthly report.

Domestic air passenger traf-
fic was at 14316 lakh in April
compared t© 132 lakh in the
same period a year agn

In terms of On Time
Performance (OTP) of sched-
uled domestic airlines — com-
puted for the four metrmo air-
ports at Bengalurw, Delhi,
Hyderabad, and Mumbai —
IndiGo's OTP stood at 80.8 per
cent while that of Akasa Air
and Afr India Group was 72.5
per cent and 724 per cent,
respectively. The OTP aof
Spicelet was at the lowest at 60
percent, as per the data.
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Srinagar-bound flight

declares 'emergency’

Srinagar-bound IndiGo flight from Delhi, with

more than 220 people, including TMC MPs, on
board encountered sudden hailstorm on Wednesday,
prompting the pilot to report the "emergency" to air
traffic control at Srinagar. The aircraft later landed
safely in Srinagar and has been grounded. Videos of
the moments of turbulence shared on social media
showed panic-stricken passengers could be heard
making religious supplications as the plane swayved.
"All aircrew and 227 passengers are safe and the
flight is declared AOG by the air-
line,” an IndiGo spokesperson
said. 'Aircraft on ground
(AOG) refers to a plane that
is grounded and unable to
fly due to technical issue.

.......
................



AIRPORTS

Corporate Communications Directorate

ALHHUPH Y OF tNUiﬁ.

HINDUSTAN LELHI 23 MAY 2025

U i dote A HAR U
st 227 BRI B STIe

2 fegeet, watedt| e
H’Hﬁ""-—ﬁl’lﬂ_[ 'F R _-i_-l'!ﬂ'
mﬂ‘rmww:'ﬂfmrﬁmmw
&% ot e R
8 o | Tt S e T
FAAF AT T A
fiera & = 3fEm % e A
e e g e e
1 R EEE AT W
#en FE| AR # fane
afaFiE F O A T
AHEHT

fewelt & i o 78 dEm
M 632142 RN E T IE
L L e L e
o o 2 orEeE 3 el
T A o T el o o
TR o WS A e R
Tt ST T T S {Ee
A AT e
TR R i =
0] FEe = T ' W
T T S = o e
T F=TATE

= ¥ o o e 227
Tl A= a1 1E
ELICE G E o e ke o
i A | e e N
AT | SFE A A T
fr vAmEE 9 A T MR
ARt ST 7w = R
7 I e e
AR T e i faam =

m e vett < el et
e A Efeal
ORI @ IER

RS GE Bl ECE G
015 T 5
e aft Beet- e =m
TEHE! W UEA] W A AT
FETA T | St )

mﬁlﬁ_‘l 1 IR B
SR A

THA & 1% W AR
T o e A o fear 2|
S 3 THAT o 0 A 5
Bk A R C U (T
TOF TEH HEA 682142 W
T H HEeE e
AT == T | e e A
TR TR o B | e e
e A e



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDU

LELHI

23 MAY L2025

Aircraft windows should
remain shut during take-off,
landing at defence airfields

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
issued a directive to air-
lines, helicopter and char-
tered plane operators,
mandating that window
shades for passenger seats
remain closed for flights ar-
riving into and departing
from defence airfields until
the aircraft reaches an alti-
tude of 10,000 feet during
ascent or after it descends
below that height.

“The order was issued
on the recommendation of
the Ministry of Defence,” a
senior DGCA official told
The Hindu on the condi-
tion of anonymity:.

The May 20 order says,
“All passenger window
shades, where applicable,
(except at emergency exit
windows) shall remain
closed during the take-off
and landing phases specifi-
cally, until the aircraft is
airborne and has crossed
an altitude of 10,000 feet
during departure, or dur-

DGCA issues order to airlines on

the recommendation of Ministry
of Defence. GETTY IMAGES

ing arrival, it descends be-
low 10,000 feet and reach-
es the parking bay at the
civil terminal.” Airlines will
also have to remind pas-
sengers that photography
and videography are prohi-
bited at military bases.
Several defence airfields
in India double up as com-
mercial airports and are
known as civil enclaves.
Airlines have been in-
structed to prepare stan-
dard operating protocols
for their crew to address
safety risks, including mak-
ing announcements before

take-off and landing at all
Defence airports, “particu-
larly those near the west-
ern Indian border”. Violat-
ing these rules will lead to
legal action against passen-
gers, says the order.

Flag concerns

Several pilots, while speak-
ing anonymously, flagged
that keeping windows
open during landing and
take-off is a mandatory sa-
fety requirement as it helps
visually monitor external
environment and identify
potential hazards such as
an engine fire from either a
technical fault or a bird
strike, which are known to
happen during the take-off
and landing stages of a
flight. The open windows
also help ensure situation-
al awareness in an event of
emergency.

In response, a senior
DGCA official said that the
emergency exit windows
were being kept open for
these reasons, adding that
the order will be reviewed
in a week’s time.
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Turbulence on IndiGo’s
Delhi-Srinagar flight:
DGCA begins probe

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has begun a prelimi-
nary investigation into the
severe turbulence episode on a
Srinagar-bound IndiGo flight
that took place on Wednesday
evening, officials said on
Thursday.

The airline has submitted its
report to the regulator, the offi-
cials said.

“The turbulence experienced
by 6E 2142 is massive and is
being probed by theDirectorate
General of Civil Aviation,” offi-
cials cited above said on condi-
tion of anonymity. “The airline
has submitted the incident
report to the regulator after
which preliminary investiga-
tions are on-going.”

The Srinagar-bound IndiGo
flight encountered severe tur-
bulence after take off from
Delhi’s IGI airport at around
4.55pm, and landed in Srinagar
at approximately 6.25pm.

While IndiGo spokesperson
did not comment on the inves-
tigations, a statement from the
budget carrier on Thursday
said, “IndiGo flight 6E 2142
from Delhi to Srinagar on May
21, 2025 navigated a sudden
hailstorm and landed safely at
Srinagar International Airport.
All customers were attended to
upon landing and no injuries
were reported.”

“The aircraft is currently
undereoine necessary inspec-

THE FLIGHT WITH
220 PEOPLE ON
BOARD, HOWEVER,
LANDED SAFELY
AFTER WHICH THE
AIRCRAFT WAS
GROUNDED

tion and maintenance in Srina-
gar and will resume operations
once all clearances have been
secured. We sincerely thank
our customers for their cooper-
ation in ensuring the safe com-
pletion of this flight. As always,
the safety of our customers and
crew remains our highest pri-
ority,” the statement said.

According to Flightradar24,
a live flight tracking website,
the aircraft registered as
VT-IBJ, overflew Pathankot,
that is very close to Lahore air-
space before it could descend
to land at its scheduled destina-
tion.

The flight with 220 people on
board, however, landed safely
after which the aircraft was
grounded.

Meanwhile, news agency PTI
quoted unnamed sources as
saying that the pilot operating
the Delhi-Srinagar flight ini-
tially sought Lahore Air Traffic
Control's permission to briefly
use Pakistan airspace to avoid
turbulence, but the request was
rejected.

Hindustan Times could not
verify the authenticity of the
renort
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INDIGO TO FLY
DIRECT FROM CITY
TO MANCHESTER,
AMSTERDAM

MUMBAL: IndiGo has announced
its first-ever long-haul route con-
necting Mumbai with Manches-
ter, United Kingdom, on July 1
and Mumbai to Amsterdam,
Netherlands, from July 2.

The airline will use its Boeing
787-9 Dreamliner aircraft to
operate three weekly flights on
the route, This will make IndiGo
the only airline offering direct
connectivity between India and
the Northern UK. Erstwhile Jet
Airways operated the Boeing 777
on Mumbai to Manchester route
before its operations were shut
down in 2019,

The Mumbai to Manchester
flights will operate on Tuesday,
Thursday, and Saturday. The
Mumbai to Amsterdam flights
will operate on Wednesday Fri-
day, and Sunday.

Pieter Elbers, IndiGo's chief
executive officer, said, “The
Netherlands and India share a
sitrong and thriving bilateral
relationship, and this new non-
stop, thrice-weekly service
between Mumbai and Amster-
dam will only deepen the grow-
ing ties between the two
nations.” A spokesperson said
this service will unlock new ave-
nues for bilateral trade and col-
laboration.

Manchester Airport's manag-
ing director, Chris Woodroofe,
said, “This route makes us the
only Northern airport with a
direct connection to India and
cements our position as one of
Europe's best-connected air-
ports.” YOGESH NAIK
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IndiGo’s shaky Q1 a one-off blip

I AT T T L

hinrsha jhtlve oo

ntertilobe Aviation Lid {(IndiCio)
landed smoothly in the March
quarter. A demand surge, led
largely by the Mahakumbh fes-
tivities in January-February,
hedped the airine's capacity, meas-
ured by available seat kilometers
(ASRKY, increase by 21% vear- on-vear.
Yiekls a measure of pricing, were
better than expected, up 2.4% at

benipn jet fuel expenses ualll.hLLd
into Fhitdar—a key metric for air-
lines—rising almeost 6% on-year to
abwout 464950 crome, shead of the con
sersus estimate. Ebitda is carmings
before interest, tax, depreciation,
amorisation and lease rentals.

But Inditzo investors may have (o
buckde uplorsome turbulbence in the
June gquarter L of FY26), Due tothe
closure of Pakistan's aimspace, IndiCio
had tosuspend fighis to Almaty and
Tashkent. The imypact will alsobe felt
on severil roules and daily Mights,
which may bead to additional flying
tirries of 20-30 mirmites,

Cancellations in May weighed on

Spreading wings

Indizo eyes double-digit grawth in available seat kilometres,

a measure of capacdity, in FY2a

B Available seat kilometers (in milkon) A Year-on-year change {in %) {right-tand sale)

Iooa
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QFYH

CuiFY24 QP

passenger volumes and pricing. 1
capacity outpaces demand, yiebds
miay corme under pressore in QL
Analystsat Jefferies Indiasaid the
negative impact ontravel demand in
Qleould bea one-offblip, Also_softer
enede privces will help the aidine ride
out near-term demand weakness.
Jetteries rased its earnings per shane

muint

kL

n

a
CaFvs QFYS QEFY2s
Souroe. Compamy, feffenes India

O AKLMA R WOARTIER]RMNT

estimate by about 6% on a lower
crudeestinuie ol 572 perharrel o be
offset by expected weakness in CL

Inditiois hoping for some recov
ery in trave] booking trends and
vields i June but refrined from gy
img vield puidance.

“We expect the overall pricing
environment to remain stalde with

vields of Y5 lover thenext fwoyears
as the aviation markel is now a duop
oly with limited threat of predatory
pricing,” PL Capital saiel in a repori.

The airline guided for mid-teen
capacity growth for QL ltmaintained
early double-digit capacity growth
guitlance for FY 46 Airoradi additions
as wiell as new routes are
expected io coniribule.

lomgz-haul operations have vielded
mixed results globally. Also, it can
tiomed that competition is relmtively
higher oninternational routes,
Still, IndiGio's efforts todeepen its
international presence, increased
thrust on “IndiGoStretch,” a pre-
miumseating option, and declining
rovmled aireraft count
are seenas mangin levers.

IndiGio added three o R SKIEES In FY26, IndiGo
destimations o domestic expecis the cost peravail-
network and seven toits IHDIEDthestr.a able seat kilometer
margin-aometive inber ”EkwE s CASK)ex fusel i be Litthe
national network. The gy ,.E,,EH.,E,, #c'm changed. This would be
company had M domes:  giving guidance diriven by expected cost
tic destinations and 44) 3 escalations for airport
international in Fy25. 1 THE sirline added reniabsand muintenasce,

thres domestic

expects $0% contribu-
tion ofintermational ASK
2050 from 30% now:.

Also, IndiGo
anmounced direct fiches

1o Amsterdiom and Manchester from
Mumbi starting July, According to
Nuvama Research, wide-body long
haul direct fights on these routes
iy be riskoy for InciGo.
Wide-bodv aircraft are brge comm-
mervial mirplanes mede for bong-du-
raticm flights. N vama sad Low-cost

networks and seven
margin-accretive
international routes.

offset by the scaling
down of damp-leases.
CASH-ex fuel was 132 in
FY25, up from $2.66 in
FY24,

The Inditio stock hit a 52-week
high of 5,665.50 on 149 May follow
ingz the easing of India- Pakistan ten
sioeres and 15 now anly 5% shy of this
pealk. livestors cian hardly complain,
with the shareshaving gained 21%so
farin 2025 The potential sofinessin
(1 may be ashort-term hurdle.
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‘Absolute power with
govt to protect nation’

Govt to HC: Ground handling firms’ access to airport, aircraft is risky

MLUNBALHEW DELHI

T Ul gowvermmient clarifed
Eedisre thee Dielii High Coarn (HC
o Tliuesclay that i1 has plesary
lahsodute) powers lo protect the
nation’s nathonal security.

The government's CommenLs Come o6 &
preetition Aled by Celelil, a Turkish groumd
and cargo hand ling comgpany, whichchol-
lemagend the govermamient smove o revolie lis
securiy clearanee boenoe Solicilorgenerd
Tushar Mehin, appearing on behalf of the
wovermend, sabd, “Plenary powers rest
wlith the govermeent lomvald aoy poiential
threat to the country. Ground handiing
companies have sccesstothe entire alrport
and alreraft. Henee, the director general of
BCAScanuse hisan genert powers iocllm-
Lrete il mmnediate threat.”

Mehta's comments follow Turkey's
receit puiblicly shorwm suppont for Pakdston,
whille there are serious cross-bosder lon-
sions between India and Pakdstan,

Following this, on 15 May, the director
general of the Burnan of Civil Aviation
Securiy {BCAS) mmedintely sceapped Ced-
ehi'ssecurity loence, eltlig eoncerms sur-
ol this conmntry's nateonal securiy
aned soverebgnty. Mehia further argued,
“Umie thilng ks clear, i0UCs not plenary power,
thien i huas to be provided and ns-
sons have to be recorded.”
However, the country soma-
Ll Faces iy sbtvut o that s so

In & rriesdiis satement issued on 15 May, Celebi a Turkish ground and cargohanding ficm,
refutad all allegations and ssid it is a globally operated siation Services company I

ter will e tahen up for hearing on Friaksy.

Fuartbuer, Medita abso bnfurmeed the coart
ithat the Turkish Arm has divect aooess o
alreraft 1 Cedebi) also has secess 1o coms-
e et dncloding e VIF osovemeni
and Might movement of both domestic and
Intermeitional flghts, hintbng that this can
caneern thie security of aviation aml

Muba] Rofusrgl who is represent g the
coamgruny o Uhe peatter. Thesendor counss]
arguedd that the government s movewasin
viodstioaof the principles ol noiuns justioe.

Ihe gewermman, however, stated tha
hawing plenary poswers aflows it to revole
any leence witloul asslgring any reasons

I smeedis stasemint e on 15 Sy,
Cielehl refimed all allegations
il saled i g5 a plobadly oper-
med avintion services com-

wnprecedented thatneitheran - THECOmmenisby  TUSHAR Melis siso  CELEBE allege=s |t pany. “Celeb Aviation India
opportunivollearingispos.  {SSoltorgenensl  rloedihenslh  vasnotalowedan  ypequivocally refutosall k-
slile becase the delay itsell thi!'_'P_,'s.hc'L'l T has access o hesdirg herg“ﬂs gathons circulating on social
might difeat the object ol the  support for Pakistan  Flght movernen licence wasrevoked  medin regarding the com-

act, nor Is it posalhle 1o gve

prny's ownership and opers-

reasons fof the revocation
biscauseagain it defeats the purpose of the
avtien, Meduasald sdiling thaithis swhen
‘plenary” power comes bn.

The saliciior general’s remarks follow
Celebl's allegations that it was never
alborwed an opporiunliy fora hearing bedoee
the povernmend revohed Bs seceurity
lienace, citing security coneems, The mo-

ruthonal securty, On Wednesday, Celehl
argued thert itsbusless and contracts with
alrport operalons across the country are
now bedng cancelledl. I sald this was due o
the Lnbomginvermment’sdecision o ol
the firm's security clearnce.

= (Celebis) business and contrmcts
Tnawe s affected.” okl sendor counss]

st b Dl The coumguany s
b5 owmiend by intemational institutbonal
Investors froam acooss Consdn, the U8, the
UK, Singupore, the United Armb Emirates
and Western Eunope,” sald the company in
amedin statement.

prteraker genaemdesa fivenint com
For e evtessded perston of e starye godo
[ emilntcoim
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Domestic air passenger
traffic grows 8% in Apr

NEW DELHI: Indian airlines
flew 143.6 lakh passengers on
domestic routes in April, 8.45
per cent more as compared to
the year-ago period, amid ris-
ing air traffic demand.

In terms of domestic mar-
ket share, IndiGo topped the
list with 64.1 per cent of the pie,
followed by Air India Group
(27.2 per cent), Akasa Air (5
per cent) and Spice]et (2.6 per
cent), according to the latest
data from the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA).

“Passengers carried by
domestic airlines during Jan-
uary-April 2025 were 575.13
lakh as against 523.46 lakh dur-

ing the corresponding period
of the previous year thereby
registering an annual growth
of 9.87 per cent and monthly
growth of 8.45 per cent’
DGCA said. Domestic air pas-
senger traffic was at 143.16 ELh
in April compared to 132 lakh
in the same period a year ago.

In terms of On Time Per-
formance (OTP) of scheduled
domestic airlines -- computed
for the four metro airports
at Bengaluru, Delhi, Hyder-
abad, and Mumbai -- IndiGo's
OTP stood at 80.8% while that
of Akasa Air and Air India
Group was 77.5% and 72.4%,
respectively. MPOST
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DGCA asks airline to submit
report on Del-Srinagar plane

5 LALITHA 05 s el

THE Firectorate Crenerul al
Civil awintion (MGCA) on
Thursday asked Indigo Aldines
o swhmit o neport on the hail
slarm lmpact ing the Delhl-Sr)
g flipght GE 2142 on Wodnes
dliy evenid g, AL EET bl se e s
o boord marrow ]y escnpend of
per the Might encountered the
hailsorm midway

The director of IMGCA. Falz
Ahmed, okl this newspaper,
e have askmd Indigo o sl
Ul 8 reporton e incidenl We
willdecide whether io order an
Inguiry after Roding oul what
thie ndrline hos o sy oboot 3"

Former pilofs and aviaton
snfoty oxpiris, howeyer, smid
e sLation could hive been
Funmil lerd bt

Caplain C SRandhows, pres
ilent of Federntion of Indinmn
Pllots, tald thls aéwsphper
The wenther in nn nppranch
1ngs A 15 plde e i very midch
i pelvance by two wealher ra-
iinrs which arve supesrimpaossd
on thee mav igal o display: There
18 mred area which is dlspiayed
o cantion the cockplt crew 11
e manarr hinpgen thit beth m
dars Latl simultanemasly. This
gives the plilot o chanos ta di
wert e Might well in advance
tai syl sommrthing in the mouie
by connecting with ATC and
taking thair guidomcr ton

e adled that the pilot can
ot farn diwrsion 8 miles or
even 00 il belfobe tie spot
where there Isan lsmie Inthis
cige, the Dight was conlranted
v pre-monsonn conditions on
the Delhl-Srinsgar route. He
sald that steps should have
been taken to avert the hail
o m com Eletely,

227 passengeTs on
board narrowly escaped
AL 227 passengers on board
naroswly ascaped after the
flight encountesd the hailstomm
rmicvweny. DGEA divector Falr
Abrned aid, “ie have aksd
Inclif=a 1o sehimit o repoct, Wi
will detide whether ta ander an
Irequdry aftor finding out wha't
the anline has to say about (1°

Arlaton Safety Consuliant
anil Former pllot Captain Mo-
Tk Basgnsathan posied an ex-
panation an X' with plisdc
graphiedota lling (e precal jons
st pllots miiksl tale 1o siich od-
verse wenller condiions

Sharingdetoils abuat nirain
img CI¥ he haed rend jed for the
GOA, he staled that all nir
linies must mandatorily carry
aut an ALAR (Appranch nmd
Lamdklapg Reductlon) traning
for pilats, “Mever fly in the
dlear abis hefow the anvll of &
mutarg OB {Coumulonimbus
eloid). There 18 & very sirong
likelihomt of hail damage (o
alreral, especlally during pre
miisoon and posi-meEseon
thumedersbnrms,”

Fegarding Wedresdays mel-

Pakistan rejected pilot's
request to wsaits airspace

The IrdiGo pilot mitially scught
Lahare 4TC s permit to brefly use
the Pakstan airipace Do &nded the
turbulenoe, g the regoest was
risjectad, sources said. A TML
drlegation of ek O'Bden,
Ml Hagie, Safaiks Ghods,
Manat Bhuni, and Mamata
Thakur wasd on the flight.

ek, b el 0 P Ehee webnad
abield, wing leading edges or
engne cowling show na damn:
ape Only the hose cone damaps
dogs nol point to o severs
hailatorm."

Asked For 1t mesponss to the
whowes e messa] by e inition ox
perts, an Indito spokesperson
sanid, "W do not want o com
ment on specilatons,”

Inin freih statement mlensed
Thursday, the aldine said that
]l g gern wern ottt endid o
upon lamdlng, and bo injuckes
whern roportad

“The alrcral 1§ currently -
dergning necessry (nepect ion
and malnenaice in Srinagar
and will resums operations
ance Al clearances have een
secured,” 1t skl
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IndiGo flight hit by hailstorm,
DGCA launches investigation

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m " -!

New Delhi

he DHrectorate
TGrn:raJ of Civil
Aviation (DGCA)

has started pmbi::g the
incident of IndiGos Delhi-
Srinagar (light encounter-
ing turbulence due to a
sudden hallstorm on
Wednesday. The flight, car-
rying maore than 220 peo-
ple, including Trinamool
Congress MPs encounterad
sudden hailstorm and the
pilot reported the “emer-
geney” to afr traffic control at Srinagar airport. The Might landed safely.

The sources said the incident is being probed by the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation {DGCA). Specific details could not be immediately ascertained.

In a statement on Wednesday, IndiGo sid its light 6E 2142 pperating from Delhi
to Srinagar encountéred sudden hailstorm en route.

“The flight and cabin crew [ollowed established protocol and the atreralt landed safe-
ly in Srinagar. The airport team attended to the customers after arrival of the aireraft,
prioritising their wellbeing and comiort. The airerafi will be released post necessary
inspection and maintenance,” it had sald A five-member delegation of Trinamool
Congress comprising Dierel O'Brien, Nadimul Haque, Sagarika Ghose, Manas Bhunia,
and Mamata Thakur, was on the fight.

“It was a near-death experience. I thought my life was over. People were screaming,
praving and panicking,” Ghose said on Wednesday. *Hats off 1o the pilat who brought
us through that. When we landed we saw the nose of the plane had blown up,” she
had said and added that the delegation thanked the pilot after the landing.
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Flight emergency

B SRINAGAR: A Srina-
gar-bound IndiGo filght
fronm Delhl with more
than 220 people on board
axperienced turbulence
on Wadnesday hecause
of Inclement wenther,
promping the pllot to
report the emergency”
to alr traffic control at
Srinagar The aircraft
later landed safely hars
and has baen groundead,
officials sald. Fm
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FLYING HIGH
Domestic
air traffic
soars 8%

New Delhi: Indian airlines
flew 1436 lakh passengers on
domestie roues I Apci com-
pared with 132 lakh in the
same pertod a year ago, an2.46
per cent increase, amid rising
air trafic demand.

“Passengers carried by
domestic airlines during Jan-
uary-April 2026 were 575.13
lakh against 523.46 lakh dur-
ing the corresponding period
of the previous year, reglster-
ing an annual growih of 887
per cent and monthly growth
of 3.45 per cent,” DGCA sald in
Its monthiy report

In torms of demestic mar-
kot share, IndiGo topped the
st with64.1 per centof the ple,
followed by Alr Indla Group
(27.2 per coent), Akasa Alr (5
per cont) and Splealet (26 per
cent), aceonding to the latest
data from the Directorate Gen-
eral of CIvi Aviation (DGCA ).

IndiGo net up 62%

InterGlobe Aviation, the par-
ent of the country's largest
alriine IndlGo, on Wednesday
posted a B2 per cent rise in
profit after tax at #3,067.5 crore
for the quarter endad March

The company's profit after
tax in the three months ended
March 2025 jumped 62 per cont
from 21,8948 crove in the year-
ago pariod.

m
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Pak refused to bail out IndiGo
flight hit by sudden hailstorm

Tinmes News NeETwoRrk

New Delhi: The pilotof Indi-
Go's Delhi-Srinagarflighton
Wednesday requested per-
mission from Lahore ATC to
briefly enter Pakistan air-
space to escape turbulence
after being caught in a sud-
den hailstorm. Sources said
Lahore ATC denied the re-
quest, prompting the Airbus
Al pilot todeclare an emer-
gency with Srinagar ATC.
The flight, carrying over
220 passzengers, including Tri-
namool MPs, landed safely in
Srinagar, but not without
damage — the aircraft’s ra-
dome, or nose cone, was left
badly battered by the storm.
A senior official from Di-
rectorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA)  said,
“We've asked IndiGo for a de-
tailed report and a probe is
underway, The aireralt (VT
IMD) remains grounded in
Srinagar. The pilots are being
praised for their presence of
mind and professionalism in
ensuring evervone's safety”
IndiGo, in an official
statement, said: “Flight 6E
2142 from Delhi to Srinagar
on May 21 encountered a sud-
den hailstorm and landed
safely at Srinagar Interna-
tional Airport, All passen-

Window shades must remain shut during
take-off, landing at defence airports: DGCA

ndia's aviation regulator DGCA has directed commercial

airlines and charter and private jet operators to ensure
aircraft window shades, barring those for emergency exit-row
seats, are closed during take-off and landing at defence
airports, “particularly those near the western border™.

The rule is meant to “enhance operational safety and prevent
unintentional sharing of security-related information by general
public/crew”, Failure to comply will invite legal action, DGCA said.

Pakistani drone and missile attacks in the aftermath of
Operation Sindoor led to 32 airports in north, central and
western India — including defence airbases with civil enclaves
inSrinagar, Jammu, Leh, Amritsar, Chandigarh, Gwaliorand
Hindon — being shut for a few days. While operations atthese
airports have resumed, security concerns remain. “These
instructions shall apply post opening of Indian airspace for
commercial operations to all scheduled, scheduled commuter,
and non-scheduled aircraft operating from defence airfields. All
passenger window shades, where applicable, shall remain
closed until the aircraftis airborne and has crossed an altitude
of 10,000 feet during departure, or during arrival, afterit
descends below 10,000 feet and reaches the parking bay at the
civil terminal,” the order states. In normal circumstances, safety
protocol mandates all window shades remain open during
take-off and landing. This is to ensure passengers and crew can
assess external conditions, such as fires or debris, and identify
exitsin case of an emergency evacuation. DGCA order for civilian
operations at defence airfields also bars photography.

Although Pak airspace is
shut for Indian carriers, avia-
tion experts argue that emer-
gency requests like the one
made by the IndiGo pilot
should not be refused in the
interest of passengersafety

gerswere well attended toup-
on landing and no injuries
were reported. The alreraft is
undergoing inspection and
maintenance, and will re-
sSUme service once it receives
the necessary clearances.”
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