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Govt begins consultation to lease
10 more AAl airportsin PPP mode

———
Rohit Vaid
Mew Delhi

The Centre has kicked off the
consultation process for leas-
ing out (privatise) of more
than 10 airports under the
public-private  partnership
(PPP) model, sources told
businessline.

According to the sources,
an inter-ministerial consulta-
tion process was initiated re-
cently,and a Cabinet note cir-
culated to seek the opinion,
and address any concerns, of
different ministries on the
proposal.

“We have received replies
on the note and are now in
the consultation phase,” a
source told businessline.

As per sources, the Cabinet
will decide which airports
will be leased out and if any
new terms and conditions
should be added in the con-
cession agreement for the up-
coming round.

REGIONAL HUBS
Speculation is rife that air-
ports under consideration
may include key regional
hubs such as Amritsar,
Varanasi, Bhubaneswar, In-
dore, Raipur and Tiruchi.
Airports in Kushinagar,
Gaya, Hubli, Aurangabad and
Tirupati could also be con-
sidered for leasing out. Be-
sides, the Centre is contem-

FLIGHT PLAN. Under the National Monetisation Pipeline,
25 airports were earmarked for leasing out between 2022-2025

plating bundling profitable
and non-profitable airports
for the bidding process,
which is expected to attract a
variety of bidders, sources
said.

This bundling approach,
the sources said, aims to en-
sure a “balanced and compet-
itive” outcome.

The initiative falls under
the National Monetisation
Pipeline (NMP), which seeks
o tap into the private sec-
tor’s expertise to revamp and
operate key assets, thereby
improving passenger experi-
ence and driving economic
growth.

Under the NMP, 25 air-
ports belonging to the Air-
ports Authority of India were
earmarked for leasing out
between 2022 and 2025.

These included airports in
Bhubaneswar, Varanasi, Am-
ritsar,  Tiruchi, Indore,
Raipur, Kozhikode, Coim-

batore, Nagpur, Patna,
Madurai, Surat, Ranchi, Jodh-
pur, Chennai, Vijayawada,
Vadodara, Bhopal, Tirupati,
Hubli, Imphal, Agartala,
Udaipur, Dehradun and Ra-
jahmundry. Since 2014, AAI
has leased out six of its air-
ports for better operations,
management, and develop-
ment under the PPP model.

50-YEAR LEASE

These airports have been
leased out for 50 years, with
AAl remaining the owner of
the airport land throughout
the lease period. Accordingly,
the land and other assets
would revert to AAl on expiry
of the lease period.

In the last round of airport
leasing (privatisation) in
2019, Adani Group won bids
to operate sixairports — Luc-
know, Ahmedabad,
Mangaluru, Guwahati, Jaipur
and Thiruvananthapuram.
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Centre plans
to lease over
10 airports
under PPP
mode, begins
consultations

Rohit Vaid
NEW DELHI

The Centre has begun con-
sultations on leasing (priv-
atise) over 10 airports un-
der the public-private
partnership (PPP) model,
sources told businessline.

According to the sourc-
es, an inter-ministerial
consultation process was
initiated recently with the
circulation of a Cabinet
note seeking opinion from
different ministries.

“We have received re-
plies on the note and are
now in the consultation
phase,” a source told
businessline.

As per sources, the Cabi-
net will decide which air-
ports will be leased out
and if any new terms and
conditions should be ad-
ded in the concession
agreement for the upcom-
ing round.

Speculation is rife that
AAI airports under consid-
eration may include key re-
gional hubs such as Amrit-
sar, Varanasi,
Bhubaneswar, Indore, Rai-
pur and Tiruchi.

Airports in Kushinagar,
Gaya, Hubli, Aurangabad
and Tirupati could also be
considered. Besides, the
Centre is contemplating
bundling profitable and
non-profitable airports for
the bidding process.

The initiative falls under
the National Monetisation
Pipeline (NMP), which
seeks to tap into private
sector expertise to revamp
and operate key assets, im-
prove passenger expe-
rience, and drive econom-
ic growth.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)
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HC to AAL Give
height clearance
for SRA project

Karuna Nidhi

karuna_nidhn@hindustantimes com

MUMBAL: The Bombay high
court has directed the Airport
Authority of India (AAT) to issue
a no objection certificate (NOC)
for height clearance to develop-
ers undertaking a slum rehabili-
tation project in Chembur, The
appellate committee had already
approved the height, and it can-
not be reversed owing to minor
discrepancies in undertakings
and certificates, the court clari-
fied.

Three developers —Paradigm
Dotom Buildheights LLP, Jai
Bhagwati Developers & Builders,
and RK Madhani & Co - are
jointly executing a slum rehabili-
tation project in Chembur. The
developers had applied for an
NOC from AAL seeking sanction
for 84.92-metre tall buildings.
The application was approved
by the appellate committee of
the ministry of civil aviation in
2015, subject to filing of an
undertaking.

However, the NOC was subse-
quently refused due to technical
deficiencies. The ministry of civil
aviation, on December 17, 2020,
notified amended rules pertain-
ing to height restrictions, sub-
jecting developers to acquire a
revised NOC.

The developers approached
the AAL saying if the height of
£4.92 metres was not utilised,
three floors of rehabilitation and
sale buildings would be reduced
and rehabilitation of approxi-
mately 142 slum dwellers would
be affected. But the AAI refused
to give approval citing time lapse
and changes in rules, prompting
the developers to approach the
Bombay high court.

Senior advocate Dr Virendra
Tulzapurkar, representing the
developers, submitted that the
NOC could not be denied to them

since they had fulfilled the basic
terms and conditions required
for the approval of the height of
84.92 metres,

“Now that the petitioners have
complied with the requirements,
the AAL or its appellate commit-
tee cannot categorise their appli-
cations as if it was a fresh one,
and of a category which would
be required to be treated as per
the changed norms, notified sub-
sequent to the proposal of the
petitioners”, he said.

Advocate Mayur Shetty, rep-
resenting AAL reiterated that the
permissible height of the build-
ings is required to be re-decided
as per the current norms, based
on fresh aeronautical studies.
Moreover, revalidating the NOC
would lead to a number of par-
ties approaching the court
whose NOCs have lapsed, and
the AAI would be required to
grant approval in respect of such
lapsed cases, he added.

After perusing the facts in the
case, the division bench of just-
ces GS Kulkarni and Advait M
Sethna observed that while the
developers never abandoned the
project, an occupation certificate
was granted for the approved
height. Developers cannot be
dis-entitled [rom benefits of
revised NOCs based on ministe-
rial lapse, particularly after the
appellate committee had taken
the decision to permit the height
of 84.92 metres.

Subjecting the developers to
new norms would be arbitrary,
the bench said it its order on
Monday, rejecting the conten-
tions of lapsing of either the
developer's application or the
decision of the appellate com-
mittee in approving the height of
84.92 metres. The court directed
the AATL the general manager,
the appellate committee, and the
regional executive director, to
issue an NOC within four weeks,
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‘Digi buddies’ to help flyers cut the queue

WillHelp  HOW DIGIYATRA WORKS

Passengers
Use DigiYatra

At Airport

Times News NeTwonk

Chennai: Domestic flvers
waiting in long queues to get
thedir ID cards and flight tick-
ets checked by CISF person-
nelat the departure terminal
will soon be taken to the nea-
rest e-gates to register with
the DigiYatra portal.

‘Digi buddies' near these

¥ Pre- » Facial Scan | The
register on the Digivatra app system verifies identity through
using their Aadhaar-linked facial recognition and matches
mabile number and upload their | it with flight details

ID and a selfie » Security Check | After entry,
» Flight & Passenger passengers can move throug
Verification | Passengers enter security checks using the same
PNR details to link their identity | biometric validation without
with the flight booking showing documents repeatedly.
* Airpori Entry | At the airport, » Boarding | At the boarding
passengers ga to the Digivatra | gate, facial recognition allows
entry gate and scan their quick verification, eliminating
boarding pass or QR code on the need for physical boarding
the app. passes.

gates will assist flvers 1o get
digital security clearance,
Sources in the Airports Aut
hority of India (AAT) said fo-

ur ‘digi buddies’ will be pos-
ted near each gate from the
first week of March. The
third-party contract is in the

final stages of approval, an
official said. *The airport
will have 112 ‘digi buddies’
working in shifts. They can
be identified by their uni-
form and identity card,” he
said,

DigiYaira, a biometric-
based digital boarding sv-
stem introduced at airports,
uses facial recognition tech-
nology to verify a traveller’s
identity for seamless entry
security clearance and boar-
ding without the need for
physical documents, Pas
SENgers can register on the
DigiYatra app, link their
flight details and use biomet-
ric authentication at desig-
nated airport gates.

Chennal airport handles
approximately 25,000 domes-
tic flyers on a daily basis, of
which only 2,300 passengers
use DigiYatra, said an offici-
al. On average, less than 15%
of flvers use DigiYatra on we-
ekdays. During weekends,
sape increases to 18%. The
ministry of civil aviation set
a target of 10% usage, which
most airports across the co-
uniry achieved. Chennai air-
port authorities encourage
more passengers to use Dig-
Yatra as it reduces queues
and waiting time forsecurity
clearance.

In the T1 domestic termi-
nal, all gates have three dedi-
cated DigiYatra lanes, exoept

Gatel, which only hasone, At
the T4 domestic terminal, all
gates, barring Gate 16, have
DigiYatra lanes.

Some privately-managed
alrports have already deploy-
ed digi buddies. Apart from
aidingflvers toregister them-
selves on DigiYatra, the “bud-
dies” will also help redress
complaints regarding boar-
ding passes not being recog-
nised in the system. They
will also guide passengers
who want to use DigiYatra
onee without getting their
biometrics recorded.

Chennai airport authori-
ties also plan to extend the Di-
gi¥atra facility for interna-
tiomal flvers.



AIF?PUH ISAUT HDRIT‘:’ DF lNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DESHBANDHU DELHT 21 FEBRUARY 2025

AR TERaE A 9 sRamon

zkuguw g T

20 RIE
fé’?ﬁ'ﬂ:lmmﬁ
HArenfrs fawm  wivwm
9 W F U T T
# a3 T F 5w W
41 ¥z WA TER H®
s = s e
YT TEE (TR
% 99 79 wARES #
fom el o9 W TEE
few T TEE F wE
el w1 99 9 wrsA & fom
A= TR TEH IEE
witasa f7m &+ e Tei@
L IH B | AR =TT
TATNE, WA O AiE-2025
T IHE IF T A S
WM I F TR
oo &1 Wi ow
TN & A= 3EeA
T eEE, WieEE, A,

m e dste A Fivs SeedEE IR o din Sae
ol e 3N Hesh

m e @ il o mRd & aftfes 3 & oo,
e e 3 sl oo il @ da et

S A=l e 99 "
Ay A e TEE w1

I THAET # Wieasm F
HTET T | A U A
fem foem 9w uEaE
Tarell TR i gfem
ofea T=rH 7= F o v
TS VAW BN F P9 H
T BT

ot = Faern gore-
T AT B T
T uitaga faum (sfEm
EA9) & Hiniw fFErE A
e W oFwm fE o =n11?.r
ECistis! Wﬂ-‘mﬂm
HEEH F 9 w9 T E 8
™ %W ArE R wEs,
wigEE, e, q‘:m
TEmE, fEOm, AEm, TE
S s ¥ T T %
oY A T 95§ mm g
TE TiEdTER ¥EA Bl T
TEM TR & HEE ThEe
F Geam ¥ UREA HO,
Toros e F1 U g, 9
T e T T A
STTAE TR % AR
e TeaEs 3 wE f®
sfmm EEW % Wy W
HERH A= 32 TR
¥ § E 4 F U 7
=] fom § v veEg #2502



TS ﬁrmrﬁﬂmﬁdm

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS DELHT 21 FEBRUARY 2025

Fairfax raises stake
in BIAL to 74%

FAIRFAX INDIAHDLDINGS &n
Thursday annownced that it has
completed the acquistion of an
additional 10%: equity in
Bangalore International Airport
(BAL) through its wholly-owned
subsidiary, The stake was bought
fram Siemens Project Ventures
GmbH, part of Siermens Financial
Services, for 82,220 crore. Asa
result of the closing af the
transaction, Fairfax India's
aggregate share ownesshipin
BlaL has increased to 74%
-FEBUREAL
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20kg hydroponic
weed seized
from five at KIA

Bengaluru: Narcotics Cont-
rol Bureau arrested five per-
suns at Kempegowda Interna-
tional Alrport and seized 20kg
of high-grade cannabis (hyd-
ropanic weed) from them,

Interrogation of the five,
in the age groupof 25-35 years,
revealed they were being used
as mules to bring the contra:
band from Thailand by people
unknown to them,

According to NCB, the
unknown persons, believed to
be part of a trans-national
drug trafficking svndicate,
sponsored leisure trips for the
arrested individuals to Thai-
land. They were promised
that while returning to India,
they would have to carry a
bag. containing cannabis.
They were led to believe that
the business of cannabis was
not an offence in India and, in
case they were intercepted,
arrangements would be made
for their release. ™
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Air India partners
with Lufthansa to
offer new routes

Air India announced the expan-
sion of its codeshare partner-
ship with Lufthansa to offer 60
additional routes across 12
cities in India and 26 in Europe.
Air India entered into a new
codeshare agreement with
Austrian Airlines and expanded
existing codeshare agreements
with Lufthansa, and Swiss
International Air Lines. Air Ind-
ia will now offer its customers
a total of 26 destinations
across Europe and 3 in the US.
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Singapore Airlines posts 1467 rise in
Q3 profit on non-cash accounting gains

—
Rohit Vaid
heow Dhedru

Singapore  Airlines  {SIA)
Group on Thursday, repor-
ved a rise of over 146 per cent
in its net profit during the
third quarter of FY25, pre-
dominantly due o non-cash
sccounting gains  resulring
from Vistara's merger with
Air Indin.

BIG GAINS

Accordingly, Singapore Air-
lings Group’s net profit rose
967 million 1o SLA26 mil
liom, on the back of a 51,098
million non-cash accounting
g2in resulting from the mer-
per that wok place in
November 2024,

“Diespite the loweroperat-
ing profit, the Group's net
profit was 3268 million (128
per cent) higher on the back
of the non-cash accounting
gain following the merper of

Last year, 514 and Tatz Sons
completed the merger of Air
india and Vistara, giving the
Tormer a 25,7 per cent stake in
the enlarged Air india Group.

Vistara with Air India in
November 2024, the arrfine
group ssid in 2 reguiatory
filing.

Last year, SIA and Tata
Sons completed the merger
of Air India and Vistara, grv-
ing the formera 25.1 per cent
stake in the enlarged Air 1o
dia Group.

Besides, the airfine group

cted that Air India and SI4
added 51 new codeshare des
tinations from October
2024, “offering customers
enhanced wravel options
betwern Singapore and In-
dia, as well as bevond.™

“Both sirlines are explor-
ing opportunities to despen
their strategic relationship
SCT0ss A wide ranpe of com-
mercial activities.”

In 2024, Sinpapore Air-
lines Growp had said thae it
CXpects 3 non-cash accoant-
ing gain of approcmtely
Sz 1.1 hillion ($832 45 mil-
Hony once the Alr lodia
Vistara merger iscompleted.

In addition, the proup
pointed out that rewenoe
reached a record $5,21% mil
Hon in the three monthe
cnded 31 December 2024, up
$137 million (2.7 per cent)
from the ssme perind last
vear, “spurred by robust de
mand for air travel in the
third quarter of FY2024-25."
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PE funds seck CCI nod
to pick stake in Akasa Air

—
KR Srivats
M Dl

Private oquity bvestors I']
Opportunitics Fung-
Scheme-11, Claypond Capital
Partners and 360 ONE
Privatc  Equity Fund have
submitted & combination no-
tice 1o the Competition
Commission of India (CCT}
secking approval for their
proposed aequisition of o
stuke in Akuasa Afr.

The investment wims to
strenpthen the airdine's fin
ancial position and support
its expunsion in both do
mestic  and  intermational
markets,

Ak Adr, a relatively new
entrant in the aviation in
dustry, commenced operi
tions in 2020 and provides
domisstic and intermitiomnal
PUSSCOEEr  LROSport  SeT
vices, air canny, and oher
aviation-seluted services,

The sirline hus been rap
idly expanding its feet and
rate network, positioning
irself a8 a competitive player

in the bow-cost carricr scg-
ment. The investors bring di-
verse financial expertise to
the table. I'IOF, an altcrnat-
ive iowvestment fund  re-
gistered with SEBL, focuscs
on long-term cquity nvest-
ments in high-growth com-
panics.

Claypond Capiral Part-
ners, linked to the Pai Family
Group, has  investments
across midliiple sectors, The
360 DONE Private Equity
Fund, another SEBIre
wistered AIF, is active across
various industries in India
anied grlosbally,

DIRECT COMPETITION
The transaction does not
pose any direct competition
Cencerns, as the imvestors di
oot hive any existing avi
ition businesses,

However, there may be po
tentinl  vertical  overlaps
between Akasa Air's vpera
ticens amd portfelio conpan-
ies of the soquirers in ureus
such as trovel amemcy ser-
vices and corporate travel
solutions.
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Electronic Personnel License

DISITAL LICENCE. Union Minigher for Chell Svasion Rem Makan Haidu beinching the Elsctrane

Perscnnel Lcenics For pllots o Mesw Delhl o

India will require 20,000 pilots in the
near future: Civil Aviation Minister

—
Rohit ¥aid
Hew Dl

The aviation secior will need
Jﬁmxl.il‘niLlr.‘h 20 nalirts
im the mear fulire ox the i
dimrry i wilhesshig expo-
pentlal prowrh, Civil Avi-
ation Minkster Ram Mohan
Suidu sald on Thursday,

The Minlster was epoaking
ar the launch of che ‘Ebec-
tronic  Personnel  Licence
{EPL} for Pilots', which is &
tigital versipn of a personnel
licenoe, that will replace re-
dirional phvsical licenees.

The new system will be se-
curcly accessible vin the
WY Mobale .'||1F|I".'a
tion' o ensure @ senmless
and tranaparent process iy
alignmens with dhe Centre's
‘Ease of [maing

Ausiness and 'Diggital
Indii Initiatives.

HEALTHY GROWTH
The avigtion sector is wit
niessing healthy prowth, The
comintry plans b crente 50
airports during the next five
years. Besldes, domestic als-
lines have ordered 1,700 air
craft. Lndls has over B0 als-
crafic

“Pilots are the backbone
of civil awiation, and with
eGOA and EPL, wie ire lever
aglig  Innovatbve,  tech
driven soluthons o cobanoe
thelr comfiort and employab-
iliry ghobally, while providing
real-time access to their cre-
dentinle to suppart BGFI.'II'I'it'\:.'
|1'p|.'ri|Li-:::|v.." the Dinister
s, Per vthe Minlstey af Chell
Aviation, Indis has now be-
come the secomd couniry,

ufter China, to fmplemen
this advanced svetem follow
Lnyg approval from the Inter-
natkonal Civil Aviation Ok
g.m:-:c.'.rinln [TCALE

.-'M:.':|:|r\-:I1:r|-*,I by Bl A, prr'-l:rr
tu the EPL, the Derecinrite
Cremeral of Civi] Aviatson was
lameing Noenoes o pilots in
the smart eard format, The
regulator had {esoed 62000
card loenocs. to date.

FRINTED CARINE

The total lkcences ssied in
the 2024 reguiring printed
cards stood a1 approxmately
20,000, which is an sverage
of LeaT cards per momnth.
"With the laumch of EPL, the
need for printed cards will be
rehuced in o |1|'II:IM'.|J AR,
plgnificantly  sreamlinkng
the licensing process,” the
Ministrysnid in a statement
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DGCA sticks to
pilot duty norms,
Proposes
2-phased rollout

—
Cur Bureau
tymbai

The Dlrectorawe General of
Ciwil Aviation {IMACA) has
proposed fwo-phased imple-
mentation of piiu! -.'I|.|I::."|in|e
s, Lk divwn &ir
lines* pless for sFovision
However, alrlines have dome
tll November 1 wo cxccune
the rules regarding night op-
erarkns,

The regulator his submit-
{ed the ]1I.'|r|-'ir| an affidmdt to
the Delhi High Court which
i heuring petitions aygiins
the eurlier version of the
rules.  Last  January, the
DGEA inrodueed new duty
g For pl'llrh bt thess
were it on hold folhnving
apposition from the wirlines,

'I'hu'rul!npnnﬂlr-lﬁhlmn
of weeldly rest {lnstesd of the
current 36) and restrict the
manmieT r|r'l'lig'h11 a |'ri|r|r oan
operate during might.

Ax per DGOAS affubvie,
15 clauses, lnclsding the one
for enhancing weekly rest 1o
48 hours, will be implemen-
ted from July 1.

Sewven clsuscs, incloding
those on night dury, would
come  inte  efect  from
Movember 1,

IreliCGioy und Spicelet had
opposed the amendment 1o
the males governing nigho
dary.

Also, the number of land:
imps a1 pilot can make will e
restracted 1o two, and the
definktlon of mght will ke
changed From midnisht 1o &

am insread of 5 am.
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Premiji Invest, Ranjan Pai await
(Cl nod to invest in Akasa Air

Tech tycoon Azim Premiji's global investment arm, Manipal
Group Chief Ranjan Pai's family office, and 360 OME Asset

have sought approvat from the Competition Commission of India
{001 to acquire stakes in domestic carrier Akasa fir's parent
company SNV Aviation. "The proposed transaction involves the
acquisition of certainshareholding by each of PIOF, Oaypond and
360 Fund (through its various schemes and affillates) in Akasa Adr,"
said a notice filed with the (0 on Wednesday. PIOFis a
Sebi-registered alternative investment fund owned and
controlied by Premiji invest, while Oaypond is an arm of

the Pai family group. M
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Airbus sees
jet deliveries
rising 7% in '25

Airbus CEO Guillamame Faury
hints at MEDA-like venture
for European space merger

Airbus flagged short-term
production pressures and
confirmed adelay to its A350
freighter 25 it predicted a 7
percent incressein deliveries
to around 820 jets this year.
while continuing to clean up
troubled space and defence
projects. Europe’s largest
aerospace group took a fresh
chareeof 531284 million for
its troublad Space business,
while highlighring potential
rigks (o the long-term future
of its slow-selling A400M
military transport airerafi.
Guillaume Faury, the CED
of Airbus said he would be
happy il space menger alks
with Thales and Leonardo led
o a venture like the MBDA
European missile project and
hopes EU antitrist regul ators
will take a looser stance than
in the pasc. REUTERS



WA fAaaaes -
AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIK BHASKAR DELHI 21 FEBRUARY 2025

Ugcil aR B fad el veRens A W U oE
Wr 2 & abri &b
1%11!60 FIUEEIHR@?I

e
wﬁ% '

wIn #em & Oiad w1 9w
9 & 12 ol M F 26 T
i &0 wfefmm weq ™
e e = e g 3
TEER 1 o T A
TRERE § A w9
HAghel e #1 E™ #, S

T e e 55 |
irmmﬂirmﬁﬁ%um
ffzm sl sffeas owenda
F d9 26 3 FE VA =2
w7 mushen gan #1 usw 2
F RS TSN, TR
FE, RN TEE, TR
tels, FEE A i
afeq sitefemn #fea w09 20
YA TR & O o
100 7 =978 F28 W W
1 W A S e

mﬁﬁﬁiaﬂﬂm
s UOISC Al Tt 3 2D

U3 S29 1 e U HigA
HhE B SR w30
SR Uk HiT Wit
3t %1 famiz a9 AER

o g S B
TS T W 2 39
3 H | A T 313 FA
1 T 3fe 3m 48 O
. B o A R,
g 39 ) TR ATEER Ui,
Tt sk, S iR
[ 31 790 F Fe £

T T §E dEs W
‘wag e w8
U EW F OSF e
siffeeer oo soEr 3 W,
"5 T o T F W
1 W I F R W
i o vee © v 2
T 25 1 g me



AIRPORISAUTHORITY OF INDLA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE ECONOMIC TIMES DELHI 21 FEBRUARY 2025

DGCA Telis HC
to Dismiss
Pilots’ Petition
on Rest Norms

Regulator to start rolling out
pilotrestrules from July 1

Our Bureau

Mumbai: The Directorate Gene-
ral of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
urged the Delhi High Court to
dismiss a writ petition filed by
the Federation of Indian Pilots,
sayingthatitisready with a two-
phased timeline for the roll out
of pilot restregulations.

The pilots’ body had petitioned the
court about a delay in the imple-
mentation of the new rules. The
DGCA, in its affidavit filed with the
court, said 15 clauses of the revised
Civil Aviation Requirements(CAR)
will come into effect July 1. The re-
maining seven clauses will be imp-
lemented by November 1, it said.

The DGCA unveiled the new duty
rules for pilots in January last vear;
but paused their implementation
afterairlinesraised objections. The
proposed rules increase the weekly
rest time to 48 hours from the exis-
ting 36 and limit the number of
night flights a pilot can operate.

No-ftills carriers IndiGo and Spi-
ceJet opposed the changes to night
duty regulations. The revised rules
cap night flight time at eight hours
with a maximum of two landings,
and redefine the night period as
midnight to 6 am, instead of the
current midnight to 5 am. IndiGo
warned that expanding the night
window would cause a “‘severe ope-
rational impact”.

Airlines have time until Novem-
ber 1to comply with the new night
operation rules. The DGCA outli-
ned this phased rollout in its affida-
vit to the Delhi High Court, which
is reviewing petitions against the
earlier version of therules.

The second phase, from Novem-
ber 1, 2025, introduces complex ope-
rational limits. “Clauses concer-
ning night duty, maximum flight ti-
me and duty period extensions du-
ring unforeseen circumstances
will be enforced from 0L11.2025,"
the affidavit said. Pilots on ultra-
long-range routes will receive “a
period of at least 120 hours free of
all duties”. In case of unforeseen
delays, “flight time may be exten-
ded by a maximum of 1 hour and
the flight duty period by a maxi-
mum of 2hours,” with caps to cont-
rol cumulative fatigue, it said.
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M Al Expands Codeshare
Pact With Lufthansa

MUMBAI Privatecarrier
“ Air India on Thursday
announced the axpansion
of its codeshare partners-
hip with Lufthansa Group tooffer 60
additional routes across 12 citiesin
Indiaand 26 in Europe. Air India, In a
statement, said that as part of this
expansion, it has entered intoa new
codeshare agreement with Austrian
Alrlines and expanded its existing
codeshare agreements with Lufthan-
s5a, and Swiss International Air Lines
(SWI55). The Tata Growp-owned Alr
India said it will now offer its custo-
mersa total of 26 destinations across
Europe and three destinations In the
Amearicas beyond its gateways in
Europe (Frankfurt, Vienna, and
Zurichy, with the ‘Al' designatar cade
placed on certain services operated
by airlines in the Lufthansa Group,
including Austrian Airfines for the
first time, Alr India and the three
Lufthansa Group carriers ane mem
bersof Star Alliance,
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Airbus sees deliveries

rising 7% in 2025,
unveils new charges

GIANLUCALD HOSTRO
& Tid HEPHER
February 20

AIRBUS FLAGGED SHORT-TERM
production pressures and con-
firmed a delay to its A35 0 freighter
as it predicted a 7% increase in
deliveries to around 820 jets this
year, while continuing to clean up
troubled space and defence projects.

Eirope’s  largeit  Aerospace
group took a fresh charge of 300
million euros (53 12,84 million) for
its troubled Space business, while
highlighting potential risks to the
long temm futureof s slow-selling
A400 M military transport aircraft

Airbus reported adjusted oper
ating income of 5.3 5 billion cums
for2024, down §b and inline with
expectations, including 2 56 hil-
lion in the fourth quarter as it
grappled with ongoing snags n its
sitpply chains,

Annual revenue rose &% to
69 2 5 billon euros, of which 24,72
hillion was generated in the three
months to December 31,

Analysts had onaverage cxpected
fourth-quartercore opemating prafit
of 1.6 billion euros on sales of 24.68
billion, according to a company-
compiled consensus survey,

The planemaker,whichdelvered
766 jetslastyearroughbyin incwith
its target. has been facing mdustoal

-y

delays due partly to probloms in the
aerospace supply chain, which have
abko hampered the recovery of
embattled US dval Boeing.

“Specific supply chain chal
lenges, notablywith SparitAeroSys
temnsare cumrentl £ Pressume
on the ramp up of both the A3 50
and the AZ20," Alrbus CEQ Guil -
laume Fanry said.

Airbus said it was delayinga new
freaghier version of its A3 50 wide
body jet by around ayear to the sec-
ond half of 2027, canfirming a
development  delay  previously
reported by Reuters,

—REUTERS
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Pilots could get weekly rest of 48
hours from July 1: DGCA affidavit

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The weekly rest for pilots
could be raised from 36
hours to 48 hours with ef-
fect from July 1, and re
vised night flying hours
"rolled out’ from Novem-
ber 1, the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation said in
a detailed scheme for im-
plementing relaxed duty
norms for cockpit crew
submitted before the Delhi
High Court on Thursday.
The liberalised norms
governing duty and rest
periods for pilots to com-
bat concerns over rising fa-
tigue levels were an-
nounced in January 2024,
and were to be implement-
ed from June 1, 2024, But
they were put on hold after
stiff opposition from air-
lines, forcing pilots” unions
to approach the court. AF
ter several rounds of court-
ordered mediation held by

Pilots have been demanding
the scrapping of two
consecutive nights of flying.

the DGCA between Air In-
dia and the pilot bodies,
the regulator agreed to a
phased implementation.
“Out of 22 clauses, 15
clauses would be imple-
mented from 01072025
and the remaining 7 claus-
es would be rolled out
from 01.11.2025" said the
affidavit before the Delhi
High Court signed by the
DGCA's Assistant Director

{(Operations), Himanshu
Srivastava. The next hear-
ing is on Monday.

Key among the provi-
sions recommended for
implementation from July 1
is the weekly rest period of
“continuous 45 hours”.
Night duty will be during
the houwrs between mid-
night and 6 a.m. instead of
the present midnight to 5
a.m. As airlines are allowed
to assign pilots only to two
consecutive nights of fly-
ing, this provision will
bring down the time of
night flying. Further, the
DGCA has capped the
number of night landings a
pilot can do to two.

Pilots have been de-
manding the scrapping of
two consecutive nights of
flying, introduced in April
2019, as night duties dis-
rupt the natural sleep-
wake cycle, cause fatigue
and impact alertness le-
vels. They say that in the

recent past, due to in-
creased international fly-
ing, the quantum of night
flying has increased
exponentially.

The DGCA has used the
term “roll-out” and not im-
plementation for the set of
rules delayed until Novem-
ber 1, sources in pilots” un
ions said, indicating that
the regulator could be
planning a staggered enfor-
cement. Airlines have
strongly opposed  the
DGCA's proposal for res-
tricting night flying. IndiGo
had said in a submission to
the DGCA in December
that expanding the defini-
tion of night flying would
have “a severe operational
impact” and it should the-
refore remain unchanged.

Air India said it would
implement the new defini-
tion after the regulatar
brought a modern, data-
based fatigue risk manage-
ment system.
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DGCA phased roll out:
More rest for pilots,

tighter limits for night

Shruti Kakkar
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India’s aviation reg-
ulator has proposed a new,
phased roadmap to introduce
stricter limits on when and how
long pilots can fly in order to
minimise fatigue among air
crew in a submission to Delhi
high court.

The Director General of Civil
Aviation’s (DGCA) roadmap,
submitted to the Delhi high
court, proposes increasing pilots”
weekly rest from 36 to 48 hours
starting July 1, 2025, and phasing
in reduced night [lying from
November 1, 2025, as part of
relaxed duty norms for cockpit
crew.

DGCA, in its affidavit before
the high court, stated that of the
22 proposed clauses pertaining
to Flight Duty Time Limitation
(FDTL), 15 would be imple-
mented from July 1, 2025, while
the remaining would be rolled
out from November 1, 2025.

The regulator's phased
approach follows stiff opposition
from airlines, which led to the
postponement of the original
implementation date of June 1,
2024. The revised timeline was
submitted after several rounds
of court-ordered mediation
between Air India and pilot
unions, facilitated by DGCA.

The next hearing on the mat-
ter is scheduled for February 24.

Among the provisions
deferred to November 1 is a
revised definition for night duty,
wherein duty periods falling
between midnight and 6am will
be classified as night duty,
instead of the current midnight
to 5am standard.

Given thatairlines can assign
pilots to only two consecutive
nights of flying, this modification
is expected to reduce the extent
of night flying. Additionally,
DGCA has capped the number of
night landings per pilot to two if

DGCA said that 15 of the 22
proposed clauses would be
implemented by July 1. HT pHOTO

their duty period extends into
the night duty window.

For ultra-long-haul flights,
pilots operating across two con-
secutive nights, including routes
toand from the US, will receive
an additional 24 hours of rest,
increasing the mandated rest
period from at least 120 hours to
at least 144 hours. Pilots have
long demanded the elimination
of two consecutive night duties,
arguing that they disrupt natural
sleep cycles, induce fatigue, and
compromise alertness.

Airlines, on their part, have
strongly opposed the DGCA's
plan to restrict night flying. Ina
submission to the regulator last
December, IndiGo warned that
the broader night flying defini-
tion would have a “severe opera-
tional impact” and urged for the
current standard to remain
unchanged. Air India, too, has
resisted the new norm, stating it
would implement the change
only after a modern, data-driven
fatigue risk management system
is introduced.

DGCA first announced the
new FDTL rules in January 2024
to address rising fatigue con-
cerns among pilots, initially
planning for implementation by
Junel, 2024, However, the regu-
lator deferred the rollout in
March 2024 following resistance
from airlines, which argued that
the changes would require hir-
ing 10-20% more pilots and could
lead to flight cancellations dur-
ing peak travel periods.

21 FEBRUARY 2025
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A case of multiple failures,
at too many checkpoints

n yet another instance that raises more

questions than it answers, the director

general of civil aviation (DGCA) trans-

ferred the director in the directorate of
flying training (DFT) to drone operations
with no explanation or reason. The director
had taken charge of flying training only in
August 2024, but he was transferred on Jan-
uary 30, well before his three-year term was
over.

Nobody barring a few might know the
actual reason, but here’s what the industry
has surmised. A complaint letter by the
president of the association of flight train-
ing organisations (FTOs) sent on January 21
to the head of flight safety raises a red flag
with regard to the training operations of a
Kanpur FTO. The FTO in question was
using its aircraft to train students and vio-
lating a few civil aviation requirements in
the process.

Three primary violations were brought to
the attention of the authorities: One, the air-
craft of the flying school were not
equipped with transponders, an
electronic device that sends and
receives signals with air traffic
control (ATC) and other aircraft.
Transponders are essential for safe
and efficient flight operations and
acivil aviation requirement (CAR)
was issued over two decades ago in
2003 that all aircraft must be fitted
with these. Two, the FTO's aircraft
were flying at times when the visibility was
below the required level, stoking the possi-
bility of collision with both India Air Force’s
fighter aircraft and civil flights operating
from Kanpur, The aircraft of the FTO oper-
ated on a different VHF band from the IAF
fighters and commercial jets, which meant
aircraft within its vicinity would not even be
able to hear them. What is also of concern is
that trainee pilots typically start flying solo
with as little as 25-30 hours of experience,
as per the DGCA and international norms —
probably safer when done in low-traffic
environments.

Low visibility, aircraft operating on dif-
ferent frequencies and no transponders on
some aircraft are a recipe for disaster and
could lead to a serious incident or even acci-
dent, according to experts in the sector.

Low visibility, aircraft operating on
different frequencies and no transponders
onsome aircraft are a recipe for disaster
and could lead to a serious incident. HTPHOTO

Anjuli
Bhargava

Equipment and machines can only enhance
safety to a degree and cannot substitute self-
discipline and internal checks by those con-
ducting operations. While the letter from
the association head refers to and tries to
establish collusion between DGCA officials
and the violating FTO, I will stay off this
subject as the bigger concern is with sys-
temic flaws and failings rather than the
individuals in question.

Ever since the complaint was filed and
the matter came to the attention of the
DGCA, ministry of civil aviation and the IAF,
many actions have followed, including the
transfer of the director of flying training.
But many questions remain, which I will
raise here,

Why was the FTO operating in visibility
conditions that are less than optimal for safe
flying in the prescribed airfield? What is the
desperation and why can't this training be
carried out during better visibility? Is it
worth risking the lives of your instructor,
students and the lives of the occu-
pants of other aircraft in the vicin-
ity, be it a commercial aircraft full
of passengers or a fighter aircraft?
If an incident or accident were to
occur, would it not mar the credi-
bility, or even mean the end, of the
FTO in question? Many global air-
line accidents with fatalities have
marked the end of the business in
the past, Seen against these, the
FTO’s actions defy logic.

But a lot of things in India are left to fate
and defy logic. So, I will ask this: Why were
the aircraft of the said FTO not meeting the
most basic requirement of being equipped
with transponders? This CAR, after all, has
been around for so long that no FTO can
claim ignorance or unfamiliarity with it.

But, in India, special exemptions are
always possible, even the norm in certain
cases. It appears that some of the FTOs in
India who did not want to bear the extra
cost or pull aircraft out (thus foregoing reve-
nue) to get these retrofitted with transpon-
ders had sought special exemptions from
the authorities, which sounds penny-wise
and pound-foolish. Also, as someone flying
such an aircraft on a daily or weekly basis to
train students, why would a commander or
instructor not insist on something that
makes his own situation safer?

Further, why would the air traffic person-
nel involved or functioning in the area not
be vigilant to this? Would they not be held
accountable il some mishap took place
involving two aircraft? How could this have
happened under the very nose of the IAF,
known for its adept management of almost
all things under its ambit? And what do the
commercial airlines operating in the area
think of this if they were aware?

Last, but not least: Is the DGCA seized of
this case? What actions have been taken
against the FTO that violated the CARs? Has
the regulator examined how many other
such cases there are, operating flouting the
rules across airfields and in the airspace of
our vast country? Are people only to be
transferred or held accountable when an
infraction comes to light or enters the pub-
licdomain? In general, are passengers sup-
posed to fly on a wing and collective
prayers? I'll end here with this series of
questions in the hope of some answers.

Anjuli Bhargava writes about governance,
infrastructure and the social sector.
The views exnressed are personal

21 FEBRUARY 2025



S EGIE R

AIRPFPORTSAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

MINT DELHT 21 FEBRUARY 2025

Premji arm, others
eye Akasa Air stake

|
feed backi@@vemintcom
NEW DELHI

ech tycoon Azim
Premji's global invest
ment arm, Manipal

Grroup chiefRanjanai's fam-
ily office and 360 ONE Asset
have sought appeoval from fair
trade regulator CCHo acguire
stakes in domestic carrier
Akasa Air's parent company
SNV Aviation.

“The proposed transaction
imvolves the acquisition of cor-
tain sharcholding by each of
PIOF, Claypsond and 360 Fund
(through its various schemes
and affiliates) in Akasa Air,”
sapd a notice Tiled with the
Competition Commission of
[nclia (CCT on Wednesday,

PIOF is a Sebi-registered
alternative investment fund
owned and controlled by
Premyji Invest, while Clayponed
is an arm of the Pai family
g, The 360 Fundisa Sebi-

reggstered aliermative inves
ment fund.

SNY Aviation Pyt Ltd,
which operaies Akasa Air, is
engaged in domestic and
international schedaled air
PASSENZET TANSPOrT SeTViees
and air cargo transport servi-
Ces.

Imits submission to the CCL
for the assessment of the pro-
posed transaction, PIOF, 360
Fund and Claypond said the
transaction does not lead to
any competition concerns
whaisoever, as there are no
overlaps between the parties.

However, the application
acknowledges a notional verti-
cal relationship hetween
Akasa Air and the por folio
companies of one of the
acrpuirers in the upstream and
st resam markets,

These include the markets
for domestic and intermational
air transportation, as well as
travel agency and corporate
travel services,
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$30,000

THE COMPENSATION Delta Arlines said
it would pay to each passenger invoked in
the plane crash at Toronto Pearson
International Airport on 17 February.
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