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AAI examining DIAL's inputs on

canopy collapse at old terminal

TDE NETWORK
MEN DELH

The Airports Authority of Tndia (A AT) is ex-
armining the inputs furnished by DIAL on
the vestigation meport into the incdent of
the forecourt canopy collapse at Terminal 1
of the Delhi adrport in June kst vear,

Delhi International Asrpoct Lid (DEAL)yop-
erates the Indiva Gandhi Intermational (G
Airport in the national capital

Minister of State for Civil Aviation Murlid-
har Mohol on Monday told the Rajyva Sabha
that during heavy rain, forecourt canopy
collapsed at Terminal 1D ol 1G] Adrport on
June 28, 224,

Following the incdent, the civil aviation
ministry constituted a high-level expert
committer comprising stroctural cogineers
from ITT Drelhi to assess the incident and the
report has been submitted.

“DIAL has furnished inputs on the findings
off the investigation report of ITT Delhi. The
response of DAL is under examination by
the Adrports Authority of India. DIAL has
undertaken the reinstatement work at the
old Terminal 1, IGI Awrport,” the mimsier
said ina written reply.,

The forecourt canopy callapse incide nt
amiid heavy rains resulted in the death of
a prerson and caused njuries foal least six
people,
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The Hindon airbase.
File picture

Tussle over
commercial

flights from
Hindon

AMIYA KUMAR
KUSHWAHA

New Delhi: The legal dispute
between Delhi International
Airport Limited, the operator
of Indira Gandhi Internation-
al Airport (IGIA), and the Cen-
tre has escalated following DI-
Al's challenge to the govern-
ment’s decision to allow com-
mereial flights from Hindon, a
defence airbase in Ghaziabad.

Delhi High Court on Mon-
day asked the Centre {o file a
response on DIAL's petition.
During the hearing, Justice
Sachin Dutta was informed
that DIAL had withdrawn a
similar petition in January
2024 with permission to file a
representation before the min-
istry of civil aviation or the
Adrports Authority of India.

However, the GMR Group-
led DIAL has returned to the
court, expressing dissatisfac-
tion with the government’s
rejection of its concerns about
commercial flights operating
from Hindon.

After hearing the submis-
sion by DIAL s lawyer, Justice
Duttaissued a notice to the Cen-
treon the petition and listed the
matter for hearing on April 28,

According to sources,
DIAL filed a representation
before the authority con-
cerned on February 6 but the
government didn't agree with
the operator of Indira Gandhi
International Airport (IGIA)
and rejected it on March 11.
The sources said that one of
the requests made by DIAL to
the government was permis-
sion to manage flight services
at Hindon.

In the fresh petition, DIAL
iterated its earlier submission
on the State Support Agree-
ment (SSA) signed between
the civil aviation ministry and
the IGIA operator on April
26, 2006. Clause 3.4 of the SSA
provides for the right of first
refusal (RoFR) to DIAL con-
cerning a “second airport”
that may be planned within
150km of the Delhi airport in
acompetitive bidding process,

According to AAIL DIAL
had exhausted the RoFR in an
unsuceessful attempt tobid for
the second airport at Jewar,
Noida, where it lost to Swiss
firm Zurich AG. The Centre
maintained that DIAL had lost
the bid to develop Jewar and
had no right toobject to a third
airport within 150km and Hin-
don has been functioning as a
civil enclave since 2017.

Earlier this month, Air
India Express commenced its
services from Hindon, located
30km from IGIA.
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120 more locations under UDAN scheme, 4 crove people to
be air connected in next 10 years: Naidu

NEW DELHI, March 17:
The government plans to
add 120 new locations
through the UDAN scheme
in the next 10 years and aims
to connect 4 crore people
through it, Minister of Civil
Aviation Kinjarapu Rammo-
han Naidu informed the Ra-
jva Sabha on Monday.

Replying to supplementa-
ries during Question Hour,
the minister said the UDAN
{Ude Desh ka Aam Naagrik)
scheme is one of the most
successful schemes in the
country and many other
countries have praised it.

*“The thought process be-
hind the scheme has been to

connect all the airports to-
gether. It has been observed
that many of the airports
even after building, the via-
bility was an issue for the air-
lines to start connectivity. It
was at that point, the UDAN
scheme was envisaged and
the viability gap funding was
given,” the minister said.

“We have almost given 1.5
crore people of the county
the henefits due to the
UDAN scheme,” the minis-
ter also told the house.

In the recent Budget
speech, he said Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman
extended the UDAN scheme
for another 10 years and we

are extending it because of
the success of the scheme.

“In the last 10 years we
have connected 1.5 crore peo-
ple and in the next 10 years,
we want to connect 4 crore
more people and bring in 12()
new destinations,” he said.

Noting that we are talking
about 120 new locations be-
ing connected to the UDAN
scheme, Naidu said the way
UDAN scheme functions, we
have taken the under-served
and unserved airports which
have less than seven air con-
nectivity in a week..

He said there the govern-
ment bids the routes and the
airlines come in through a

transparent bidding process.

On complaints that UDAN
routes are not continuing af-
ter some time, the minister
said the UDAN routes are
only there for three years.

“Itis not that eternally we
want to subsidise and give
the viability gap funding to
all these routes. It is to help
kickstart that region, itisto
kickstart that route and air-
port and start connectivity,”
he said.

On the issue of deconges-
tion of major airports, he said
the bringing in of all these
unutilised airports with less
activity, once you make more
connectivity to these obvi-

ously decongestion happens,

“Congestion happens
when the connectivity flows
to one airport, which is why
we want to spread the con-
nectivity to different air-
ports. With the coming in of
more airports, congestion
happens,” he said.

On high airfares, the min-
ister said, “We are follow-
ing the international princi-
ple where the market
drives the airfares. We are
ensuring our hest from the
ministry, because we don't
want airfares to be high,”
Naidu said.

“If we have more aircraft
in the country, we from the

ministry are trying to ensure
more number of aircraft to
come in. We want more air-
lines to come in and we are
promoting the industry to
ensure that price dynamics
are ensured,” he said.

The minister also said that
we have a tariff monitoring
unit under the DGCA and it
considers the previous
year's data and if there s any
exorbitant rise, we have a
meeting with the airlines.

He said even during the
recent Maha Kumbh, the
ministry held a meeting
with the airlines whenever
the airfares were exorbi-
tant. = PTI
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Mumbai airport proposes new user fee
for passengers, discounts for airlines

—
Dur Bureau
rumibal

Mumbai International Air
port Lid (MTAL) has pro-
posed a8 user development
fee of T325-650 and a redue-
ton  of landing/parking
charges for airlines in line
with Airport Economic Reg-
ularory  Authority  (AERA)
proposal for an 18 per cent
increase in girport tariff.
While MIAL wants to col
lect 325 from domestic pas-
sengers, it has proposed an
increase of international
UDF from the current T147
to T650, At present, do-
mestic passengers are not
levied 8 UDF by the airport.
These rates would have 1o
approved by AERA
which determines acronaut-
ical charges at airport, These
include UDF and charges for
linding and parking of

planes. ‘The chargas are cal
culated by taking into ac-
count wirport capex, retum
on investment, depreciation,
tax, and sofarth,

STRIKING A BALANCE
MTAL said its propo=al at-
tempts to mitigate the im-
pact on passengers by redu-
cing landing and parking
charges by about 35 per cent,
in order to strike a balance
berween infrastructure en

hancement and  sustain
world-clagss airport opera-
tions, “This reduction is ex
pected o positively impact
airfares from Mumbai, en-
abling airlines to manage
costs more cfficiently and
maintain competitive ticket
prices,” the airpart operator
said,

The current vield per pas-
senger { YPP) at the airport is
1285, The proposal submit
ted to AERA aims 1o revise
the YPP to approximately
£332, representing an 18 per
cent increase, in line with
consultation paper isswed by
AERA.

Mumbai  airport  had
sought 675 per cent increase
in tariff but the same was re
jected by AFRA, which also
rationalised the CAPEX pro-
posed by the airport, AERA
cited ongoing litigation in
the Supreme Court for re-
jecting MIAL's tarift
demand.
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K’taka’s biggest
bust:

drug
Collusion at
Delhi airport,
says Speaker

arnataka Assembly Speaker
KU1 Khader said on Monday

that narcotics and drugs were
being brought into the state by
drug peddlers in collusion with
the authorities at the Delhi air-
port,

He made this statement while
speaking in the Assembly and
congratulating the Karnataka Po-
lice for seizing drugs worth Rs 75
crore, including 38 kg MDMA, in
Bengaluru on Sunday.

The Mangaluru police cracked
the case and arrested two South
African nationals in Bengaluru
= 31-vear-old Bamba Fanta, also
known as Adonis Jabulile, from
Agbovillae, and 30-year-old Abi-
gail Adonis, also known as Olijo
Evans, from Pretoria. Both ac-
cused were residing in Delhi.

Khader said, “1 congratulate
the Chief Minister, Home Minis-
ter, and the government for this
operation. This s a huge blow
to the drug mafia, | appreciate
the Mangaluru police for their
ground-level efforts, patience,
and commitment. The case began
with the seizure of 15 grams of
drugs, followed by 6.5 kilograms,
and now the origins have been
tracked.”

“Earlier, everyone pointed to
Mangaluru, the coastal city of
Karnataka, as the origin of drugs.
However, it is now clear that the
drugs are coming from Delhi,” he
emphasized,

“If drugs are being transported
from Delhi, there is collusion and
internal arrangements at Delhi
airport,” he added. IANS
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Bengaluru
airport rated
best again

he Kempegowda Interna-
Ttiunal Airport, Bengaluru, has

been awarded the ACI ASQ
Award for 'Best Airport for Arriv-
als Globally’ in 2024 for the third
consecutive year.

ACI World's globally recog-
nised Airport Service Quality
(ASQ) programme presents the
prestigious ACI ASQ Award, deter-
mined through direct passenger
feedback, according to a press re-
lease issued by Bangalore Interna-
tional Airport Limited (BIAL) on
Monday.

The programme evaluates air-
ports worldwide based on key
attributes such as comfort, clean-
liness, service quality, and con-
venience, the release added.

According to the press release,
passengers have consistently
praised BLR Airport for its effi-
cient arrival procedures, including
streamlined immigration and cus-
toms checks, high-speed WiFi, fast
baggage delivery, and a seamless
process that ensures a smooth,
hassle-free arrival experience, PTI
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Mumbai airport seeks userlevy ondomestic

flyers,and 3.5x hike for international travel

DEEPAK PATEL
Mew Delhi, 18 March

Mumbal International Airport Lid
{MIAL), which operates the airport in
the country’s financial capital, has
proposed introducing a “user devel-
opment fee” (UDF) of ¥325 it charges
every departing domestic passenger,
and increasing the UDF for Interna-
tional passengers to 650, more than
three times the present rate.

As abalancing measure, MIAL, run
by the Adani group, said it had pro-
posed reducing aircraft landing and
parking charges by about 35 per cent.

The tariff proposal, submitted to
the Airport Economic Regulatory
Anthoriry (AFRA), aims to fund infras-
tructure and technological enhance-
ment at the airport.

The AERA will soon take a final
decision on the tariffs airlines and pas-
sengers woulld pay MIAL In the fourth
control period — between 2024-25 and

!

| CHANGED USER
DEVELOPMENT FEE

For Mumbai airport passengers

till
arrently(in®)  2028-29(in%)
Dormestic 0 5
Imernational 187 650
Somree: ML

2028-29. " The new tariff structure pro-
poses tostrategically shift the revenue
mix, with an increase in the UDFwhile
reducing landing and parking charges.
This will ensure that Mumbai airport
remains a competitive and attractive
aviation hub for travellers.” the airport
operator added.

At present, there s no UDF on
domestic passengers but for each
international passenger it is ¥187.

MIAL said the 35 per cent reduction
in landing and parking charges was
expected to bring down airfares for
flights from Mumbai.

The operator stated the vield per
passenger (YPP) at Mumbai airport
stood at 285 and it should now be
increased to ¥332, which is in line with
the AERA's consultation paper issued
on March 10. The YPP is calculated by
dividing passenger-related revenue by

the number of passengers. The
increase in YPP is primarily driven by
the revised UDF structure.

The airport has two terminals —T1
and T2. T1 comprises three buildings:
T1A, TiB, and TIC.

T1 is scheduled to be demolished
in November this year. It is "neces-
sary” toensure public safety, the AERA
stated in its March 10 paper after a site
visit and an audit by the Indian
Institute of Technology Bombay,
which found corrosion, seepage, and
cracks in the terminal.

T1 and T2 have an annual pas-
senger-handling capacity of 15 million
and 40 million passengers.

MIAL stated the reconstruction of
Tl was expected to be done by
Seprember 2028, During the recon-
struction phase, about 5 million pas-
sengers of T1 would be shifted to T2,
while the remaining 10 million pas-
sengers would be shifted to Mavi
Mumbai afrport.
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Airport sees 25.9% passenger increase

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MARCH 17

Rajiv Gandhi
International Airport
(RGIA) in Hyderabad
handled 2.5 million pas-
sengers in February
2025, marking a 259%
increase compared to the
same month last year

Of these, 2.1 million

were domestic travelers,
showing a 28.4% rise,
while 0.38 million were
international passen-
gers, showing a 13.5%
increase in international
travel. With this surge,
the airport’s total pas-
senger count for the
ongoing financial year
202425 has already
reached 26,6 million, sur-

I]assmg the total 25 mil-
on passengers in the
previous financial year
2023-24.

This growth suggests
that Hyderabad airport’s
increasing importance
as a major travel hub,
with more people choos-
ing to fly both within
;nﬂja and international-
¥
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Operator of Delhi

airport sues govt

New Delhi, March 17:
The operator of Delhi's
International Airport Ltd
(DIAL), majority owned
by GMR Airports, is suning
the government for allow-
ing commercial flights fr-
om nearby Hindon Airpo-
rt flagging financial risks,
legal papers showed.

The Delhi airport will
become economically and
financially unviable, after

the government permitted
commercial flights from
the airbase, DIAL said in
the March 10 lawsuit,

In the lawsuit, DIAL told
the Delhi High Court that
the government had brea-
ched aviation rules bar-
ring a new airport within
an aerial distance of 150
km of an existing one,
unless there was passen-
ger demand. Reuters
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B'luruairport
wins air quality
service award
Jrdyrinarow

BENGALURU, DHNS: The
Kempegowda Interna-
tional Airport, Bengaluru,
(KIAB) has been awarded
the prestigious ACI ASQ
Award for Best Airport at
Arrivals Globally in 2024
— for the third consecutive
year — as voted by passen-
gers.

The globally rec-
ognised Airport Service
Quality (ASQ) programme
by ACI World grants the
ACI ASQ Award based on
direct passenger feedback.
The programme evaluates
airports worldwide on var-
ious parameters, includ-
ing comfort, cleanliness,
service quality, and conve-
nience.

“Passengers have con-
sistently appreciated the
KIAB forits efficient arriv-
al procedures, including
streamlined immigration
and customs checks, high-
speed WiFi, fast baggage
delivery, and an overall
seamless process that
ensures a smooth and
hassle-free arrival experi-
ence,” KIAB said in a state-
ment.



rw#ﬁﬁwr*rr;zaz;mxﬁ:zﬁm

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DECCAN HERALD

BANGAL.ORE

18 MARCH 2025

GMR sues govt over civilian flights from Hindon airbase

NEWDELHI,REUTERS: The oper-
ator of Delhi'sinternational air-
port, majority owned by GMR
Airports, is suing the govern-
ment for allowing commercial
flights from a nearby defence
aerodrome, flagging financial
risks, legal papers showed.

The airport in Delhi is one
of India’s busiest, with about
73.6 million passengers last
year, although it made a loss of
$21 million because of higher
government fees. As more and
more Indians fly, airports are a
lucrative business for the likes

of GMR and billionaire Gautam
Adani who also operates in the
sector. The Delhiairportwill be-
come “economically and finan-
cially unviable”, after the gov-
ernment permitted commercial
flights from the airbase, DIAL
said in the March 10 lawsuit.

In the lawsuit DIAL told the
Delhi High Court that the gov-
ernment had breached aviation
rules barring a new airport
withinan aerial distance of 150
km (90 miles) of an existing
one, unless there was passen-
gerdemand.
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AERA TO DECIDE AFTER CONSULTATION WITH AIRLINES, STAKEHOLDERS

Mumbai Airport Plans Upgrade,
And You Could be Paying for It

Airport plans to impose a
higher levy on flyers from
May, but likely to cut
landing, parking charges

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: Starting May, passeng-
ers taking their flight from Mumbai
airport may have to pay higher as
the Adani-owned airport has propo-
sed to levy a fee of 325 on domestic
flyers and increase that on interna-
tional travellers to 650.

However, the impact on passengers
may be lesser as the airport has also
proposed to slash landing and par-
king charges for aircraft by almost
35%, officials said. At present, the
airport collects 187 as user develop-
ment fee (UDF) from international
passengers while there are no char-
gesfordomesticflyers. UDFislevied
by airport operators to recover ex-
penses incurred on infrastructure

Managing Costs

Mumbai airport
to invest over

¥10,000 cr

over next five years
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upgradation.

The hike is necessary as Chhatra-
pati Shivaji Maharaj International
Airport (CSMIA) is set to undertake
a capital investment of around
210,000 crore to upgrade infrastruc-
ture, officials said. These include
building a new domestic terminal,
Increasing capacity in Terminal 2,
which is primarily used for interna-
tional flights, building new taxiwa-
vs, and increasing the capacity of
the runway.

To increase
capacity of
To build a new runway and
domestic terminal and | build new
increase capacity of | taxiway | -
international terminal _A
g Introduce
- body scanner
—| and X-ray
N | machines

for fasteram
check-ins

“T1isavery old infrastructure. So,
we are going to completely rebuild
it, and add both physical and digital
infrastructure and passenger con-
venience,” Arun Bansal, CEO of
Adani Airport Holdings (AAHL),
told ET. The Airport Economic Re-
gulatory Authority (AERA) will
now decide on the proposal after
consultation with airlines and other
stakeholders. AERA determines ta-
riff for airports based on various pa-
rameters including operating costs,

e

depreciation, non-aero revenues,
and taxes and fixed charges through
which an airport operator earns re-
venue. Besides Mumbai and Navi
Mumbai airports, AAHL owns se-
ven other airports — Ahmedabad,
Lucknow, Mangalore, Jaipur, Guwa-
hati and Thiruvananthapuram.

Bansal said the airport’s strategy
of evenly distributing the charges
on flyers and airlines will result ina
nominal increase in ticket fare. The
yield per passenger, he said, is going
up to 2325 from 285, which may
translate to a less than 1% increase
in the final ticket price.

Mumbaiairport’s domestic Termi-
nal1in Vile Parle is likely to be shut
down for reconstruction from No-
vember. The redevelopment plan
will involve demolishing the cur-
rent structure and replacing it with
a modern one. The entire renova-
tion project is expected to take about
three years, with the new terminal
anticipated to be ready by 2028-2029.
Once completed, the new Terminal 1
will have a capacity to handle 20 mil-
lion passengers annually, a 42% in-
crease from current capacity.
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User fee hike: Flying from
Mumbai to become costlier

SWARAJ BAGGONKAR
Mumbai, March 18

TAKING OFF

FLYING FROM MUMBAlairport
is settobecome costlierfrom the
next financial year. Private air-
portoperator, MumbaiInterna-
tional Airport (MIAL), a sub-
sidiary of Adani Airport
Holdings (AAHL), has proposed
a steep hike of 463 in user
development fee (UDF) for
international passengers, while
domestic passengers will be
charged ¥325. At present, inter-
national passengersare charged
a UDF of ¥187,which hasbeen
proposed to be raised to ¥650,
while the domestic passengers
don't have to payany such fee.
The proposal has been
placed before the Airport Eco-
nomic Regulatory Authority
(AERA), which regulates tariffs
and other charges at airports.
“MIALhas suggested a UDF of
¥325 for departing domestic
passengers and ¥650 for
departing international trav-
ellers to enable it to undertake
infrastructure development
and technological enhance-
ment projects at the Mumbai
airport,”a note from MIAL said.

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

READ Y0 LEAD

B Domestic

B Asteep

hike of 463 passengers

to T650in to be

userfeefor  charged

international ¥325,from

passengers  nil at present
m International fliers pay a
UDFof¥187 at present

mMIALplans ®mThisisto

to reduce offset &

airline landing mitigate the
and parking impacton
chargesby  passengers
about

35% g

el

B MIAL expects around
229 million fliers in 5 years

MIAL further said the fee
hike proposalattemptstooftset
and mitigate theimpacton pas-
sengers by simultaneously
reducing airline landing and
parking charges byabout 35%.

“This reduction is expected
to positively impact airfares

Wed, 19 March 2025

from Mumbai, enabling air-
lines to manage costs more
efficientlyand maintain com-
petitive ticket prices," the state-
mentadded.

Over the next five years,
MIALwill invest¥10,000 crore
increation ofairportinfrastruc-
tureand recovera total revenue
of ¥7,600 crore from an expec-
ted 229 million passengers.

Among the key initiatives
planned are domestic-to-do-
mestic transfer facility atT2,a
new taxiway Z to improve on-
time performance,introduction
ofeGatesto manage congestion
at entry to the terminal, free
inter-terminal coach transfers
and FASTag-enabled parking.

The older terminals of the
Chatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport (CSMIA),
1A and 1B,which caterto only
domestic flights, will undergo
redevelopment, which is plan-
nedlaterintheyear.

T2, the main terminal of
CSMIA, will integrate technolo-
gies like self-baggage drop sys-
tems, CTIX hand baggage scr-
eening, and full-body scanners
to streamline security checks
andimprove passenger flow.

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/7700608:; @
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From June 1,
Prepaid autos
from airport

SUMBEA]
———

Starting June |, passengers
arriving at the Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj International
Airport (CSMIA) will have
access © prepaid auto-rick-
shaw services at Terminals |
and 2. Transport Minister
Pratap Sarnaik announced
the initiative after a review
meeting at Vidhan Bhavan,
“The prepaid auto rickshow
service will offer passengers a
hassle-free and transparent
commuting option,” he said.
The minister has directed the
stakeholders to establish the
necessary  infrastructure
within two months to ensure
a seamless rollout.

During the meeting, min-
ister for fisheries and ports
Nitesh Rane mised concerns
about the MSRTC services in
Sindhudurg, highlighting the
region’s mountainows terrain
and heavy reliance on public
transport. He urged Sarnaik
to introduce midi buses. The
latter assured that necessary
steps would be taken in this
regard.
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UP govt penalises Noida airport
operator R10L a day over delays

Vinod Rajput

vinod.rajput@htlive.com

NOIDA: The Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment has imposed a penalty
of 710 lakh per day on Yamuna
International Airport Private
Limited (YIAPL)— the operator
of Noida international airport
— over delays in the construe-
tion of the key facility that is

coming up in Jewar, officials
said.

The airport was earlier set to
begin operations from Septem-
ber 2024, but the concession-
aire received a three-month
grace period due to construc-
tion setbacks caused by the
Covid-19 pandemic. However,
with the airport set to miss a
revised deadline of April, UP

chief minister Yogi Adityanath
enforced the penalty — which
will come into effect as of Janu-
ary 1 this year — under the con-
cession agreement.

Officials said the penalty will
continue till the airport
becomes functional. Opera-
tions at the airport are cur-
rently slated to begin only from
mid-May.
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Villages move HC to halt land grab under NAINA guise

Why villagers moved court

G Mohiuddin Jeddy

htmumbai@hindustantimes.com

NAVI MUMBAI: Opposition to the
state government's Navi Mum-
bai International Airport Influ-
ence Notified Area (NAINA)
project has taken a legal turn,
with five villages under the Chi-
pale Group Panchayat (CGP) in
Panvel filing a writ petition in
the Bombay High Court seeking
to quash the scheme. This marks
the first legal challenge against
the controversial urban develop-
ment plan.

NAINA is a planned city span-
ning 225.59 square kilometres
and covering 94 villages around
the upcoming Navi Mumbai
International Airport. The City
and Industrial Development Cor-
poration (CIDCO) has been des-
ignated as the special planning
authority for the project.

The petition was filed by Vilas
Phadke, a former Zilla Parishad
member and resident of
Vihighar, on behalf of five CGP
villages—Chipale, Vihighar,
Bhokarpada, Bonshet, and
Koproli. Phadke and other oppo-
nents argue that NAINA is a

Land acquisition concerns: Villagers
allege that land is being taken without due
compensation, unlike other municipal areas.

Threat to housing: Fear of their homes
being termed encroachments and demolished.

No gaothan expansion: With no
official expansion permitted, villagers were
forced to build homes on agricultural land.

e

“land grabbing scheme” that has
been opposed by farmers for
over a decade. “All 23 villages
under various Gram Panchayats
have passed resolutions against
it,” he said. “We are not against
development, but our demand is
that land acquisition should
either follow the provisions of
the Land Acquisition Actof 2013

that the scheme
benefits
developers at
the expense of
local residents.

or our villages should be
included in the Panvel Municipal
Corporation, with all homes out-
side the original villages regular-
ised.” The petition challenges the
project’s implementation, alleg-
ing violations of the Maharash-
tra Regional and Town Planning
(MRTP) Act and the 73rd
Amendment, which empowers

Loss of autonomy: They argue that the
MAINA scheme disregards Gram Panchayat rights.

Builder lobby influence: Petitioners claim

Gram Panchayats. “NAINA isa
land scam designed to benefit
the builder lobby, reducing vil-
lagers to a state of dependency,”
Phadke added. “Unlike other
municipal areas where land was
acquired with due compensa-
tion, here, the government has
simply bypassed acquisition
norms.”

Project-Affected People (PAF)
leader Sudhakar Patil raised con-
cerns that villagers” homes could
be declared encroachments and
demolished. “Now, CIDCO is
using its authority to pressure
them by restricting permissions
for any development,” he said.

Following calling attention
motion by Panvel MLA Prashant
Thakur who stated that no work
would be allowed in NAINA
unless the PAP concerns are
resolved, the state government
recently assured the assembly
that no action will be taken in
the NAINA region without con-
sulting stakeholders. A meeting
with deputy chief minister
Eknath Shinde, who oversees
urban development, is expected
soon. [ndustries Minister Uday
Samant reaffirmed, “CIDCO will
not proceed without taking
Gram Panchayats, public repre-
sentatives, and NAINA PAPs into
confidence.” Shinde, in a written
statement, clarified, “CIDCO will
include PAP houses within the
40% land area allocated to them.
Therefore, the claim that 5,038
PAP houses will be demolished is
false.”
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MIAL unveils vision to ageing modernise
infra and facilitate development at CSMIA

MUMBAI: Mumbai Interna-
tonal Afrport Lid (MIAL), a
subsidiary of Adani Airport
Holdings Lid { AAHL), operator
of Chatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Afrpart (CSMIA)
% laking a strateypic step 1o trans-
form passenger amenities for a
harmonious and streamlined
experience.

In a proposal placed before
the Airport Economic Regula-
tory Authority (AERA), MIAL
has suggested a User Devel-
opment Fee (UDF) of Rs 325
for departing domestic passen-
gers and Ry 650 for departing
international travellers o enable
MIAL to undertake infrastruc-
Luire d.c'-'dupmcm and techno-
logical enhancement projects
at Mumbai atrporL

MIALs proposal attempts to
offset this change and mitigate
the impact on passengers by

simultaneously reducing airline
landing and parking charges
by about 35 per cent, in order

to strike a balance between
infrastructure enhancement
and sustain world-class airport
operations. The current Yield
Per Passenger (YPP) at CSMIA
stands at Rs 285,

The proposal submitted to
AERA aims to revise the YPP
to approximately Rs 332, repre-
senting an 18 per cent increase,
in line with Consultation Paper
issued by AERA on 10 March
2025, MIAL 1o Strengthen

Over next five
years, the airport
will invest Rs 10,000
crore in creation of
airport infra

Mumbai's Position as a Global
Aviation Hub,

Owver the next five years, the
airport will invest Rs 10,0040
crore in creation of airport
infrastructure and recover a
total revenue of Bs 7,600 crore
from an expected 229 million
passengers.
structure proposes to strate-
E'H:a.]l}' shift the revenue mix,
with an increase in UDF while
reducing landing and parking
chargrs by 35 percent.

This osal aligns with
the la.ril'F:.-'uI:.lE.n:I:un:s Eut other

The new tariff

major airports in India and
will enhance revenue stability
as well as improve the overall
passenger experience, ensuring
that CSMILA remains a competi-
tive and altractive aviation hub
for travellers,

MIAL has been committed
to consistently improving pas-
senger convenience, operational
efficiency, and the long-lerm
sustainability of one of Indias
landmark aviation hubs.

Key initiatives include the
Diomestic-to-Domestic Transfer
Faeility at T2, the new Taxiway
Z 1o improves on-time perfor-
mance and supports sustainable
airport operations introduction
of eGates (o manage congestion
at entry to the terminal, free
inter-terminal coach transfers,
and FASTag-enabled parking,
among other passenger-cenlric
advancements. MPOET
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Govt says
n airports
identified for
ops under
public pvt
partnership

NEW DELHI: The Civil
Aviation Ministry on Mon-
day said 11 airports, includ-
ing six small airports, have
been identified for opera-
tions under the public-pri-
vate partnership. As per
NMational Monetisation Pipe-
line, 25 airports operated by
the state-owned Airports
Authority of India have been
earmarked for leasing over
the 2022 to 2025 period.
The airports are Bhu-
baneswar, Varanasi, Amrit-
sar, Trichy, Indore, Raipur,
Calicut, Coimbatore, Nag-
pur, Patna, Madurai, Surat,
Ranchi, Jodhpur, Chennai,
Vijayawada, Vadodara, Bho-
pal, Tirupati, Hubli, Imphal,
Agartala, Udaipur, Dehra-
dun and Rajahmundry.
“Eleven airports con-
sisting of select five (5)
airports viz. Amritsar, Vara-
nasi, Bhubaneswar, Raipur
and Trichy, clubbed/paired
with six (6) smaller airports
have been identified for their
operation, management and
development under Public
Private Partnership (PPP))"
Minister of State for Civil
Aviation Murlidhar Mohol
said in a written reply to the
Rajya Sabha on Monday.
Currently, there are 159
operational airports in the
country. (4]
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Development fee

hike for all fliers
sought by MIAL

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICEE Mumbal

THE Adani-run Mumbai Inter:
national Airport (MIAL) has
proposd a sharp hike in user
develbpment fees (UDF) for pas-
sengers. While domestic pas-
sengers currently pay no UDE
MIAL plans to charpe 325 per
departure. The fee for interna-
tional passengers may rise
from £187 to T6A0, Tooffset this,
MIAL has proposed a 35% re-
duction in airline landing and
parking charpes.

Adani Alrports Holdings
(AAHL) also plans to
invest 10,000 crare in redevel
oping Terminal 1 and other
infrastructure over flve years,
The Afrport Economic Regula
tory Authority (AERA)
initisted MIAL's tarifl revision
process last year: If approved,
this will be the frst UDF pro-
posal since the Adanis took
over from GVE in 2021,

AAHL said the move balanc-
es infrastructure enhancs mont
with world-class operations.
“This reduction is expected to
positively impact airfares from
Mumbali" 1t stated. UDF is di
rectly borne by passengers,
while airlines adjust fares
based on operating costs.
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Prepaid auto facility
at T1& T2 of airport
from June: Minister

Somit.Senxtimesofindia.com

Mumbai: Transport minister
Pratap Sarnalk announced on
Monday that T1 and T2 at the
airport will get prepaid auto-
rickshaw service from June L
He held a meeting with trans-
port commissioner Vivek Bhi-
manwar in the presence of
union members and represen-
tatives from the airport,

Sarnaik said it will take so-
me time for the permissions to
come from the Mumbal Metro-
politan Region Transport Aut-
hority, the airport authorities
to build infrastructure, the
Andheri RTO to preapre rate
cards. He said all thsi is is ex-
pected to be completed by the
endof May

An RTO official said the
first round of surveys for pre-
paid autorickshaw routes out-
side airports had already been
done, and a second round,
alongwith police and union of-
ficials, will be conducted to fi-
nalise the prepaid rate cards
from T2and Tl tovarious desti-
nations in the city, Thane and
Navi Mumbai.

Travellers have been requ-
esting prepaid auto booths at
theairports as many have been

exploited by unscerupulous dri-
vers, some of whom refuse o
use meters and demand exces.
sive fares ranging from Rs 500
to Rs 1,000,

A prepaid auto system will
ensure transparency and mi-
nimise incidents of passeng-
ers being deceived. In a prepa-
id System, COommuiers are gua-
ranteed they will not pay be-
vond the booking amount.
While the fare might be margi-
nally higher for longer routes,
it ensures a secure journey
without exploitation

Commuters have taken to
social media to lodge compla-
ints against unscrupulous au-
to drivers who today demand
Rs 350 for journeys from T1 in
Vile Parle East to Andheri or
Juhu. Despite the enforcement
by police and RTO, the issue
persists at both airports,

Former MP Gajanan Kirti-
kar was present at Monday's
mpeting, Kirtikar has written
several letters and pursued the
matter of prepaid auto stands
at the airport. *The decision to
set up such stands at Tl and T2
airports was taken in 2008, but
never implemented, although
prepaid taxis came up at both
airports,” he said.



AIRFOR

ISAUTH

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA

MUMBAT

18 MARCH 2025

Air India moves
booking office
fromiconic bidg
Mumbai: Air India on Mon-
day relocated its booking of-
fice from its historic Air In.
dia (AT building to CR2 Mall
in Nariman Point, marking
the final departure from

what was onee its HEL

“Therelocation is part of
our transformation  follo-
wing privatisation,” said an
Al source. The new booking
office will have an “elevated
experience” and “improved
facilities”, said anotice.

The 23-storey building,
which hasdominated Mum-
bai'sskylinesince 1974, was
sold to the state last vear for
Rs 1,600 crore.
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Operator of Delhi
alrport sues govt

New Delhi, March 17: The
operator of Delhi's
International Airport Ltd
(DIAL), majority owned
by GMR Airports, is suing
the government for allow-
ing commercial flights fr-
om nearby Hindon Airpo-
rt flagging financial risks,
legal papers showed.

The Delhi airport will
become economically and
financially unviable, after

the government permitted
commercial flights from
the airbase, DIAL said in
the March 10 lawsuit,

In the lawsuit, DIAL told
the Delhi High Court that
the government had brea-
ched aviation rules bar-
ring a new airport within
an aerial distance of 150
km of an existing one,
unless there was passen-
ger demand,

Reuters
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New seats, modern
cabins: Al reveals
Ist retrofit aircraft

AGE CORRESPONDENT
MNEW DELHI, MARCH 17

With new seats, carpets,
curtains, cabin ambience,
a three-class cabin config-
uration along with a fresh
coat of paint, and a new
livery, Air India on
Monday welcomed its
first retrofitted narrow
body alreraft, VT-EXN
(A320neo aircraft), back
Into operations, marking
an important milestone
in the airline’s transfor-
mation journey.

VT-EXN is the first of
the 27 narrow body al-
craft the now Tata-owned
company inherited at the
time of takeover that was
elected for a complete
retrofit to the new Air
India standard, Air India
sald.

VT-EXN was sent for
retrofit last yvear. lis retro-
fit is part of the $400 mil-
lion retrofit programme
announced by the Tata
group to upgrade the ajr
line’s entire Neet of lega.
¢y narrow body and wide-
body Neat.

Air India said the retro-
fit schedule will also see
more legacy aircraft,
including 40 widebody

Showcause notice
to Al soon: Govt on
wheelchair plaint

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHIM MARCH 17

The civil aviation ministry
is looking into a complaint
against Alr Indla for not
providing a pre-booked
wheelchair to an 82-year-
old woman passenger at
the Delhi airport, and a
showcause notice will be
issued to the airine.

Civil aviation minister
Kinjarapu Rammohan
Maidu said the DGCA has
spoken separately to the
family of the passenger
and the airlines, and is
looking into the CCTV
footage to ascertain what
exactly had happened.

B787 and BT777 aircraft
undergo makeover with
the first B787 flying out
for retrofit next manth.
The retrofitted aircraft
comes at a time when the
airline is facing criticism
from the general public
and politicians for its
poor quality ecabin and
soats,
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Aircraft shortages impacting industry,
may persist for 4-5 years: Air India CEO

—
Rohit Vaid

Mew Dolh

The slower rate of aircraft
deliveries due to global sup-
phy chain constraints is im-
pacting  Industry’s  growth
plans, said Air India’s Chief
Exveutive and Managing Dir-
ector Campbell Wilson,

On Tuesday, Wilson, an
industry veteran, was speak-
ing ar an event ofganised by
Shift, where he cited the situ-
ation is expectid to persist
for another four to five vears.

Last wear, Wilson had
pointed out that the recent
strike at Boging's manufac-
turing facilitics in the US and
supply chain constraints
have impacted the deliveries
of aircraft and pushed the re-
furbishment of the legacy
widebody  aircraft  unril
mid- 2027,

AIR TIME. Alr India ferried 40,45 million passengers last fscal
operating about BO0 daily flights corrymsss

While the retrofit of Air-
bus A320Neo aircraft in a
three-class configuration is
underway, the refurbish-
mert of widebody Beeing
gircraft will only start next
wear, and 5 expected to be
complete by mid-2027,

The dirline expects to see

most of its expansion in do-
mestic and short-haul inter-
national routes in 2025,
Wilson had last year said
that the airlime will see most
of the air traffic growth com-
ing from domestic and short-
haul  international  opera-
tiofis in 2025 as more nar

row-body planes are joining
the ficer and legacy wide-
body aircraft will be going for
retrofit next vedr,

£400 MILLION PLAN
In December 2022, Air India
had announced a $400 mil-
liom plan to fully refurkish its
legacy Boeing 777 and TRY
aireraft with the latest pener-
ation seats and a new in-
flight entertainment system.
Alr India had ferried 40.45
million passengers last fiscal
by operating ahout 800 daily
flights to 55 domestic and 44
international destinations,
MNotahly, Air Indis has em-
barked on a five-vear trans-
formation  journcy, “Vi-
haan AL®., Under this, the
airline completed the first
two phascs called “Taxi™ and
“Take-off” and entered the
final phase — Climb — in
2024,
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Alliance Air loss
at 535 crore in
10 months of FY25

]
Our Bureau
Mumbai

Alliance Air made a loss of
around 3535 crore in the first
ten months of FY25 ground-
ing half its fleet, the civil avi-
ation ministry informed Ra-
jva Sabha.

Between FY22 and FY24,
the airline posted a loss of
{1,633 crore.

The financial result for the
ongoing financial year is pro-
visional. Alliance Air was a
subsidiary of Air India before
its privatisation in 2022. It
remains a government-
owned company.

Alliance has 21 aircraft (20
ATRs and one Dornier). Ten
of these are operational, and
others are awaiting repair
due to a supply chain issue,
Minister of State for Civil
Aviation Murlidhar Mohol
informed Rajya Sabha. Ac-
cording to aviation analytics
firm Cirium, Alliance Air op-
erated 78 daily flights in
March, which is 23 per cent
lower than last year.

Lower revenue, mainten-
ance expenses, and finance
costs are contributing to the
airline’s loss.

Last year, the government
infused ¥600 crore in equity,
which was used to pay
lessors, oil companies, and
other vendors. While this
helped to clear part of the
backlog, the airline still owes
money to maintenance re-
pair and overhaul shops.

ROADSHOWS IN MAY

A report suggested the
government is planning to
hold roadshows in May to
gauge investor interest in a
stake sale in Alliance Air and
other former Air India subsi-
diaries engaged in ground
handling, MRO, and so on.

“We are in constant dis-
cussion with original equip-
ment manufacturers and
MROs. We are using internal
accruals for repairs and
we have overhauled three en-
gines. We will overhaul two
more engines by April. We
plan to have an operating
fleet of 15 aircraftin Septem-
ber,” said the airline’s CEO
Rambabu CH.
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Supply chainissues likely to hit aircraft
deliveries for 4-5 years: Air India CEO

DEEPAK PATEL
Mew Dalhi, 18 March

Ajfrcraft supply to airlines will remain
constrained during the next four to
five years due to the supply chain
issues being faced by plane makers
Ajrbns and Beeing and there is not
much that carriers can do bevond opti-
mising their flight network expansion,
Ajr India CEO and MD Campbell
Wilson said on Tuesday.

Ajlr India currently has about 210
planes in its fleet. Its low-cost airline
subsidiary Air India Express has about
90 planes.

While speaking at Skift India
Forum 2025, Wilson detailed the type
of supply chain issues that have been
delaying the aircraft deliveries to air-
lines."We have placed an order for 370
planes {in the last two vears). It would
be fair to say that there are pinch
points everywhere. In narrow body air-
craft, the pinch point is engines...
There is a pinch point with respect to

supply of seats in first and business
class seats for wide body planes and
that has impacted our retrofit pro-
gramme too,” he said.

“Both Boeing and Airbus have cer-
tain challenges in the production line
of their aircraft because they can't get
components or parts of the fuselage
from their suppliers. So, the reality is
that this is going to remain a supply-
constrained market, not just for India
or Air India. I am talking about global
aviation. [t is going to remain a supply

RUTHLESS WITH RESPECTTO WHERE
YOU DEPLOYYOUR AIRCRAFTTO
MAXIMISETHE RETURNS"

CAMPBELL WILSON, CED and MD, Air India

constrained market for another four
to five years.” he mentioned.

Wilson said Air India is a "victim™
of the circumstances as is every other
airline in the world.

“If you are capaclty constrained,
you have to be a little bit ruthless with
respect to where you deploy vour air-
craft to maximise the retums. It means
you can't expand to places that other-
wise you would like to expand. There
is mot a lot that vou can do beyvond
that,” he stated.

IndiGo has chance
to address long-haul
- market, says CEO

i With internationalisation as a key
i fiocus area, IndiGo chief Pieter Elbers
| said the airline has a great opportunity

to address the long-haul flight

| senvices market from India.

IndiGo, which has more than &00
planes in its fleet, is taking wide-body

| Boeing 787 airoafton damp lease and

is set to start services to Amsterdam
and Manchester later this year.
"Intemational air travel in India
probably for quite a long time was very
much taken care of by non Indian
airlines... thereis a great opportunity
to address that market {long haul)
with our planes,” Elbers said.
The airline expects to take delivery
of long range A321 ¥LR planes this
year and wide=body A350 airoaft
in 2027, ]
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M Refitof Al's Wide-body
Planes by Mid-2027: CEO

GURUGRAM Alr India,
which hasembarkedona
transfarmation path.
expects to compiete the
upgradation of all legacy wide bady
aircraft by mid 2027, its chief Camp-
bell wWilson said on Tuesday and
mentioned that the aviation market
worldwide is likely to remain "supply
constrained” for another four ta five
years. The Air India CEQ and MD alsa
said the repainting and refurbishing
of Vistara aircralt is expected to be
complated inone-and-a-half years,
Full-service carrier Vistara was
merged with Air India last year, He
said refitof the legacy Boeing 777
planes was supposed to start last year
but there were seat supply issues
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AIRBUS, BOEING CRIPPLED BY SUPPLY SNAGS

Aircraft shortage to
last at least 4 years,
warns Air India CEO

ABHUITH GANAPAVARAM
New Delhi, March 18

AIR INDIA CEO Campbell Wil-
son on Tuesday said the global
aircraft shortage hampering air-
line growth will persist for four
tofiveyearsas supplysnags hob-
ble production at jetmakers
Boeing and Airbus.

Speaking atan event organ-
ised by travel news website
Skift, Wilson said he sees pinch
points in the supply of narrow-
bodyjetengines, business and
first class seats, and some ele-
ments of aircraft fuselages.

AirIndiais inthe midst ofan
ambitious turnaround strategy,
butits restructuring etforts have
been complicated byjet delivery
delays. These setbacks have
forced the airline to operate
older jets longer than planned,
increasing maintenance costs
and slowing its modernisation
andexpansion drive.

Wilson said,“Thereis nota
lot we can do.We are victims of
circumstance, as is every other

CAMPBELL WILSON, CEC, AIR INDIA f/

There is not a lot we can
do. We are victims of

circumstance, as is
every otherairline

You need to be a little
bit more ruthless with

where you deploy

aircraft to maximise

the return

airline. If you are capacity con-
strained, you need to be alittle
bitmoreruthlesswithrespectto
where you deploy aircraft to
maximise the return. It means
you can't expand to places you
would otherwiselike to expand.”

The competitionamong air-
linestoleaseaircraftand thedif-
ferent configurations available
make leasing aircraft challeng-

&

ing,Wilson added.

In 202 3, Air India ordered
470 jets from Airbus and Boe-
ing, including 10 of the much-
delayed 777X aircraft and 190
Boeing 737 MAX jets. Late last
year, it ordered 100moreAirbus
aircraft. When asked about
deliverytimelines for 777X, Wil-
son said,"Who knows?"

— REUTERS

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

READ TD LEAD

Wed, 19 March 2025

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/77006@7 @
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IndiGo has great opportunity to address
long-haul flights market, says CEO Elbers

WITH INTERNATIONALISA-  “International airtravel prob-  ration of over nine hours. The
TION AS a key focus area, ablyforquitealongtimewas airlineexpectstotake delivery
IndiGo CEO Pieter Elberson  very much taken care oflongrange A321XLR planes
Tuesdaysaid theairlinehasa  of bynon-Indian air- this year and wide-body
great opportunity to address  lines...there isa great A350aircraftin 2027,
the long-haul flight services  opportunityto add- : Atthe Skift India Forum,
market fromIndia. ress that market /R he alsosaid itsorderbookis
IndiGo,which hasover400  (long-haul) with our E‘! / an"incredible asset”. It has

planes in its fleet, is taking  planes,”Elbers said. over 900 jets on order.
wide-body Boeing 787 aircratt Generally, He said IndiGo
on damp lease and is set to  long-haul fli- wants to have
start services to Amsterdam  ghtsarethose the cost leade-
and Manchesterlaterthisyear. having a du- \ rship. —PTI

et

b
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Retrofitted A320neo
under $400M upgrade

FPJNews Service
MUMEAM

Air India has reintroduced its
first retrofitted A320neq, V-
EXN, under Tata Groups $200
million fleet vpgrade pro-
gramme, This is the firstof 27
narrowbody aircraft sent for a
complete retrofit, including
new seats, carpets, curtains,
cahin ambience, and a three-
class eabin configuration.
VT-EXN and the remaining
26 Ad20necs will operate on
domestic and short-haol
international routes alongside
14 newly inducted A320necs,
offering a uniform passenger
experience. The retrofit pro-
gramme, set for completion
by (03 2025, includes installing
over 3,500 economy class
seats, 600+ premium econ-

omy seats, and 200 business
class seats using premium
materials for enhanced com-
fort.

The refitted aircraft fea-
tures eight lnxorious business
seats, 24 extrn legroom seats
in premium economy, and 132
comfortable economy seats
The retrofit includes soothing
interior ambience, spacious
legroom, and wider seat
pitch, along with modern fea-
tures such as portable elec-
tronic device holders and USB
poris. New carpets, curtains,
upholstery, and cabin panels
with fresh design motifs will
reinforce the brand livery,

The programme will also
vpgrade 40 wide-body B787
and BT77 aircraft with the
first B787 set to undergo
retrofit next month.
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SpiceJet to infuse ¥294 cr in co by
converting warrants into equity

GURUGRAM [HARYANA)

Spicelet an Monday
announced that its Founder
and Promoter, Ajay Singh,
through Spice Healthcare
Private Limited (a Promoter
Group Company), will infuse
Bs 20400 crore into the com-
pany through the conversion
of 13,1408 514 warrants into an
equivalent number of equity
shares (1314 crore equity
shares).

This strategic move will
increase  the consolidated
shareholding of the Promoter
Group in Spicelet from the
current  291lper cent to
J347per cent.

Further,  Ajay  Singh,
Promoter of the Company, is
disposing upto 3.5 Crore

equity shares of the Company
and utilize the proceeds o
enable Spice Healthcare
Private Limited to partially
fund the balance of 7 per cent
of the amount at the time of
allotment of the equity shares
pursuant to exercise of option
o convert said warrmnts.

The infusion underscores
the Promoter Group's con-
tinued confidence in
Spicelet’s long-term growth
potential and strategic direc-
tiomn

A  meeting of the
Board/Board Committee of
the Company will be held

shortly, on or before March 18,
2025, to approve the allotment
of equity shares pursuant to
the exercise of the warrant
comversion option.

Ajay Singh, Chairman and
Managing Director, Spicelet,
said, "This fresh infusion reaf
firms our unwavering com-
mitment to the airline and its
bright future. This investment
will further strengthen our
financial position and drive
growth. Spicelet has abways
been a resilient airline and
with this fresh capital, we are
well positioned t© enhance
our operations and seize new
opportunities.”

Meanwhile, Singh on
Monday offloaded around 2
crore shares of the company
for Rs 80 crore through an
open market transaction.
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DGCA asks airlines

toregularly inspect
serviceability
of seats

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, Mar 17

Aviation watchdog DGCA has
advised airlines to carry out
regular inspections of seats
to ensure their serviceability
during flights and Air India
has started an inspection pro
gramme tocheck seatcushions
for sagging condition every
seven days, the government
=abl an Mondlav,

Lastmonth Union Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan had
skammed Air Indi for allotting
him a "broken and sunk” seat
The airline hadl applogized for
the incident while Civl Avia
tion Minister K Rammohan
Naidu had instructed the car.
rier to take "necessary action™

In a written reply to the
Rajva Sabha on Monday, Min
ister of State for Civil Avia
tion Murlidhar Mohol said
the responsibility of regular
inspection of the seats amd
other inflight cabin equipment,
Llies with the airlines to ensure
their servieeabil ity inthe cabin
s per the approved manual

"Whenever the defect is
observedl during the flight the
cabin crew makes the entry in
the cabin defect register, Fur
ther, the non-functional seat
should be made functional
befare allotting the seat to the
passerger” he said.

Maohol also said the eivil
aviation ministry does not
maintain the data for brokenor
nonfinctional seats replaced
by all the aid mes.

“With reference to the com.
pladnts of bad quality of seats
as well as other inferiorquality
of inflightfacilities the DGCA
advised airline operators to
conduct regular inspections for
sents to ensure ssat comfort
serviceahility during operation
of mircraft
Fulltext on greaterkashmir.com
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DGCA allows HIV+ commercial pilot to fly,
but with riders. Will challenge order, he says

Rosy.Sequeira
@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: A US-trained com-
mercial pilot with HIV on
Tuesday told the Bombay HC
that Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA)’s certi-
fication deeming him fittofly
asacommander butonly with
a more experienced pilot be-
side him was “discriminato-
rv." He now plans to file a
fresh petition challenging the
rider on his licence only be-
causeof his HIV status.

“If the petitioner has any
grievance of the subsequent
developments and the fresh
certification... it is for the
petitioner to challenge the
same as may be permitted in
law,” said Justices Girish
Kulkarniand Advait Sethna.

The pilot filed the petition
last vear through his father.
In July 2021, a medical test
deemed himfittoserveasapi-
lot incommand. He had clear-

He can fly as a commander but only with a more experienced pilot beside him
as he's taking medicines which have several adverse effects, DGCA had said

ed DGCA exams to become a
civil commercial pilot. In Oct
2021, he was informed of the
HIV diagnosis and issued a
‘temporary unfit for flying’
medical certificate. In Dec
2021, DGCA informed him he
was ‘permanently unfit for
flying’ as a pilot in command.
On appeal, In May 2022,
DGCA deemed him *fit for fly-
ing as P2 (co-pilot) only’
Thereafter, he left for the US.
DGCA's Dec 18 reply said
the petitioner is on anti-retro-
viral therapy (ART), includ-

Ing medicines which have sev-
eral adverse effects. It cited
the International Civil Avia-
tion Organisation’s Manual
of Civil Aviation Medicine on
the risk of progression of the
disease after commencing
ART. “Considering repercus-
sions of disease progress, un-
predictable side effects of
ART, and frequent monitor-
ing constraints, an aeromedi-
cal disposition ismade declar-
ing him fit to fly as pilot In
command with qualified ex-
perienced pilot,” it stated.

DGCA's advocate Piyush
Shah said the petitioner ap-
plied for medical certificate
and “in respect of that we
have allowed him as pilot in
command” rostered along
with a more experienced pi-
lot. The pilot’'s advocates,
Bhoomika Vyasand Sangram
Chinappa, said if he required
a pilot with more flying hours
to be alongside, no one would
hire him. “This would render
him unemplovable,” said
Vvas, adding, “similarly
placed persons, who do not
have HIV™ face no such rider
on their licence.

To the judges’ query, Vyas
said her client has now re-
turned from the US. The judg-
es said the petitioner’s griev-
ance that the DGCA was not
considering him because of
his status as an HIV+ person
“in our opinion, would stand
redressed.” For any other
grievance, he must file a fresh
petition “makingoutacase.”
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Ajay Singh to infuse 294 crore into SpiceJet

Press Trust of India
feedback@|ivemint.com

NEW DELHI: Spicelet on Mon-
day said its founder Ajay Singh
will infuse ¥294 crore into the
airline through a promoter
group entity by way of conver-
sion of warrants into equity
shares, following which pro-
moter group's shareholding
will increase to over 33%.

Singh, also the chairman and
managing director of the car-
rier, will be infusing the funds
through Spice Healthcare Pvt
Ltd, a promoter group com-
pany.

In a release on Monday, Spi-

celet said Singh will infuse
¥294.09 crore into the com-
pany through the conversion of
13,14,08,514 warrants into an
equivalent number of equity
shares (131.4 million equity
shares).

“This strategic move will
increase the consolidated
shareholding of the promoter
group in SpiceJet from the cur-
rent 29.11% to 33.47%,” the
release said.

Besides, Singh is selling up
to 315 million equity shares of
the airline and the proceeds
will be utilised to enable Spice
Healthcare Pvt Ltd to partially
fund the balance of 75% of the

SpiceJet CEO Ajay Singh.

amount at the time of allot-
ment of the equity shares pur-
suant to exercise of option to

convert the said warrants.

The fund infusion by Singh
is related to a fundraise plan
announced earlier.

A meeting of the Spicelet
board/ board committee will be
held on or before March 18, to
approve the allotment of equity
shares pursuant to the exercise
of the warrant conversion
option, the release said on
Monday.

Singh said the investment
will further strengthen the air-
line’s financial position and
drive growth.

Against the backdrop of
headwinds that were faced by
Spicelet, Singh also said the

successful conversion of war-
rants and subsequent capital
infusion marks another signifi-
cant step in the airline’s ongo-
ing turnaround strategy.

On Thursday, the founder
divested nearly 1% stake in the
budget airline for ¥52 crore
through an open market trans-
action.

Last month, Spicelet
reported a profit after tax of
26 crore for the three months
ended December 2024, helped
by overall improved perform-
ance.

Shares of Spicelet rose over
4% to 247.30 apiece in the
morning trade on the BSE.
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Notice to Air India
over womans injury

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation has served a
show-cause notice on Air
India after an 82-year-old
woman suffered brain inju-
ries from a fall at the Delhi
airport following a delay in
providing her a wheel-
chair, Civil Aviation Minis-
ter K. Rammohan Naidu in-
formed the Rajya Sabha.

The Ministry took im-
mediate cognisance of the
incident and is inquiring
into it in-depth, the Minis-
ter said. He was respond-
ing to Congress MP Priyan-
ka Chaturvedi who asked
about measures being ta-
ken for providing assis-
tance to senior citizens and
other priority passengers.

“We assure the mem-
bers that we are looking in-
to the issue,” he said.
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‘Aircraft shortage to
last at least 4 years

ETT—

feedbacki@ivemint.com

irIndia chief executive
Campbell Wilson on
Tuesday said the global

aircraft shortage hampering
airline growth will persist for
four to five vears as supply
snags hobhble production at

jetmakers Boeing and Airbus.

Speaking at an event orga-
nised by travel news wehsite
Skift, Wilson said he is seeing
pinch points in the supply of
narrow-body jet engines, busi-
mess and first class seats, and
some elements of fuselages.

AirIndia isin the midst ofan
ambitious turnaround strat-
egy two years after Tata Group
took controlof the airline, bt
its restructuring efforts have

been complicated by jet deliv-
ery delays. The setbacks have
forced the airline to operate
older jeis longer than planned,
Increasing maintenance costs
and slowing its modernization
and expansion drive.

When asked abowut how Air
India plansto navigate delays,
Wilson told reporters: “There
isnot a lot we can do, We are
victims of circumstance, as is
every other airline. If you are
capacity constrained you need
to be a little bit ruthless with
respect to where you deploy
afreraft to mazimise retumns,”
he added. “You can't expand to
places you will otherwise like
to expand. "The competition 1o
lease aircraft and the different
configurations available make
leasing aircraft challenging.”
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Government to issue show cause notice to Air India

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B New Delhi

ivil Aviation Minister Kinjarapu

Rammohan Naidu on Mon

informed the Rajya Sabha that the
ministry was looking into the com-
plsu'm against Air India for not provid-
ing a D!im: -booked wheelchair to an 82-
year-old woman passenger at Delhi air-
port, and a show cause notice will be
issued to the airline.

Replying to supplementaries during
question hour in the Rajya Sabha, the
minister said aviation regulator
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has spoken separately to the
family of the passenger and the airlines,
and is looking into the CCTV footage to
ascertain what exactly had happened.
Noting that it was a “very unfortunate
incident’, he said the ministry has imme-
diately taken cognisance of it and is look-
ing into the incident.

In civil aviation guidelines, every air-
line has to provide wheelchair support to
whoever requires it. "Regarding this
incident, we are going indepth and ver-
ifying as to what exactly happened.

There are always two different versions,
one is from the family and the DGCA has
spoken to the family members and taken
their story, and from the airlines.

“We are issuing a show cause notice to
the airlines. We will be taking action as
per the show cause notice, whatever we
%et, We are I:akjnilhc CCTYV footage to
ind out exactly what has happened. I can
assure the member that we are looking
into the issue,” Naidu said.

After a complaint about non-availabil-
ity of a pre-booked wheelchair that
resulted in the fall of an elderly woman
passenger at the Delhi airport, Air India
had said that wheelchair or assistance was
not denied to the passenger at any point
in time and first aid was given immedi-
ately. The incident happened on March
4 at the Detlhi airport, and the passenger
later boarded the flight to Bengaluru. In
a post on X, the granddanghter of the 82-
year-old passenger said her grandmoth-
er was treated poorly by the airline and
claimed that she was not allocated a
wheelchair for almost an hour.

As per the post on March 7, the pas-
senger managed to enter the airport on

foot, but still, no wheelchair or assistance
was provided, and she suffered a fall.
Issuing a detailed statement after inves-
tigating the incident, Air India on Saturday
(March 8) said the family members
accompanying the passenger had report-
ed at the PRM (Person with Reduced
Mobility) desk located near Air India’s tick-
eting office less than 90 minutes before the
scheduled time of departure to request for

a wheelchair. The granddaughter also
mentioned in the post that complaints were
lodged with DGCA and Air India and
action was awaited.

To another question on complaints of
clogged toilets in a Chicago flight of Air
India, which had to return after eight hours
of flying, the minister said the ministry was
looking into the same too and appropri-
ate steps would be taken.
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206-yr-old offloaded
from flight at RGIA

Hyderabad: A vouth from Bi-
har, identified as Saurab Eu-
mar, was offloaded from a Var-
anasi-bound IndiGo flight at
the Rajiv Gandhi Internatio-
nal Airport, Hyderabad, on
Sunday.

The 26-year-old attempted
to remove the cover plate of
the emergency exitdoor panel
outof curiosity Knmar, is pur-
suing Business Management
ata reputed institute in the ci-
ty, according to the police.

A case has been registered
against him under charges of
endangering human life and
causing public nuisance, A
probe is underway, airport po-
lice outpost SHO J Balaraju
told TOL

When questioned, Kumar
admitted that he did it out of
curiosity The crew immedia-
telv informed the Pilot in
Command (PIC), and Kumar
wasdeclaredunruly and ofTlo-
aded from the Night. ™
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Delhi airport operator sues govt
over flights from Hindon airbase

LU LANA, MARCT 17 Deli  Intemational  Adrport

The: operator of New Delhi's
internuational airport, magarily-
e |L:. AR .Jt'tl]ntl‘.-u hai=
sued the grvernment forallow-
ing commervial fights from
the nearly Hindon defience
aerodmme,  citing  [Tnandsl
riskz and alleged breaches of
aviation miles Despite han-
ding 716 million possengess
List wear, the Delhd airgort
regoiried o 521 milion loss dus
Lo higher povermmesnt Bes,

In o wsuit Med befome the
DeThi T'Eghrull:li om Manch 10,

Larnited MITALD o guesd that the
e wiidd mender the Delhi
ILiIFIII'l. "ﬁ'."L:LII".m]h. ummviahble™
ancl aceuse] Gwe grvemament of
viokding rmules that peohibit
e auirpors within 150 km of
an existing e without sulli-
ciend passenger demand
Resgaoruling bo ke Livesl
Solicitor Genem] Tushar Mehin
tole the court thatl the Hindon
airport operaied over 1 30 Mights
weskhy, Howewver, the judgs
asledl the govemment o (e n
wintlen respirese: —TNG
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