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MUMBAI
DGCA license
L]
toairport
The Amravati Airport,
developed by the
Maharashtra Airport
Development Company,
has received an
gerodrome license from
the DGCA, officially
making it a licensed
Regional Connectivity
Scheme airport.
Announcing the
development, CM
Devendra Fadnavis called
it the start of a "new era of
enhanced connectivity,
economic growth, and
tourism”.
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INBRIEF

Tourism push: Rameswaram

set to get a new airport

Finance Minister Thangam Thennarasu on Friday
said that to boost tourism in south Tamil Nadu
and promote the overall development of
economically backward regions, a new airport
would come up in Rameswaram. The State will
also expedite the work to set up a second airport
at Parandur near Chennai. Presenting the Tamil
Nadu Budget 2025-26, he announced the Tamil
Nadu Maritime Transport Manufacturing Policy,
2025, to revive maritime heritage and position
the State as a global ship-building hub. The policy
would promote investment and innovation in
ship and boat designing, ship hull fabrication,
and engine production. This industry’s growth
would generate 30,000 jobs in several districts.




AN

g fA9=9as uifSevor

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDILA
Corporate Communications Directorate

b PIONEER

DELHI

16 MARCH 2025

R ars 3153 A 3G 2 Biof 33M

verRul¢ 3rRiitedt 30t 3fsan A firen Aarer o1 cirseld, Ard aul &I el SdsTe 31 S

THfTaT  HETER g9
q.J-E:] "'.;.":F.’Tfa ElFH

el s <hem @ TR

F OAEHO OWE OF T BN TR A
Iy gEd e e T e
UH T F e I W -
ferqe virger &% wardi #1 g

& 9= nyHYs 9 95 F=
s 32 W w AW
AMAE (F2F) T F AFA
TR F fAw = oA #=3
YT Wi o T
IEATH w0 F 5 W A
wEm fmw e fTn
AT § e, W, S
feerl 2 aemEER ¥ A
FergrT =1 FaTd Wy = e |

Heag &1 /vl Tl Tnam
T HHE B

ve T =i &
frotor =rft: foam wamE &
Tarem, & 927 503 FIE T H FH
A A T =i =
B i R A e e
mimnﬁmwxw
A | A, wfv giEm w5
TR WG w1 TadEr
i 7 B

mﬁ'm‘aﬁﬂﬂm::

AT % o o v 1E
4 & fomd ol =1 afaw
ofaw fa| = TR
AT F oW = AT
e AfFR T O
o it o wiwma
H F e | femm v w5
HiEd wE ° A g

. gfeamon @l firel uaen 3R veRué

 fimm vt = wdE faer & e @ T eiEmm & O
| TR = T, T 8 P e SEn e = e
| 3w it Frota & e = & w0 e F wen
3T T WO W R W T A
| T 3w fR Ty wivrefed & fao e w5 A oo
- fipm & v A = vreemA 6 v ¥, P efamom =5
At w1 ¥ fom frend

I W fage

1 gy § T, 79 3w
A - A - e
T Aow AN T F
T ATETER T8 T9 TR &
mEI
wramm & anfids fawm
=1 foemm T amamm: feom
TR ] YFEAR A 7 FaEA
T4 F1 TR w1 g

TafafeE w1 0 T WA
e | =M, T S e
= dEE g4 § UE TAE
Heeqn T e e
BT T T AP NN F
=i w1 BN & = fei g
HrEd % A f9m § ) Tw fEwm
= UF T IR T W =
=1 WA & A, Tt 7 vEEE



A
e =g wifsewor

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA,
Corporate Communications Directorate

PUNJAB KESARI DELHI 16 MARCH 2025

fecell TRUIE W BaR | 311 deA
air?-mwﬁwﬁﬁsoo B!

o faet, (ommadeen ) foeeht
T 3 2hEE 3 W faeam
&1 AT fa e & S
FTEIT T STIE A GeTE
& g w0 # 1 T 5 S
# FiE e o ke off =i
500 FH] T =10 W1 FAT 6
0 ¥ T §1  aen
e w9 & w5 T,
T e =E 7 e
T A # T T TR
feeire o T

TH U F1 FE UF 9
i 3 e w1 farwem #)
Ko formn, famaae & I-27
HTETT W ORPET ST #)
T 500 T Ui S w7
s smaaE # g
w1 T e 1 fe wra
FEH W A wan w5
T | S E ] T
e v wE A 2w
dfedm & = fFm, A
TS 2T 3 2 IS T
St =tz fette 50 & fom
=T =T O T @ e s
ﬂﬁmﬂﬂﬁnwmmﬁ
U st d@we dfza oW
st 7 9§ w4 foam
& =, foeet uvmmE &
sfesfrs fEa swre A

erer #ifsen ok aean
A AR mmmmmmmm
afed 4 frroe 3 el oo e 2 srimoTEl @
[ JoM ¢ | Wi 3 TR 5w e wae TEe,
ufte med ot 38 TRETA © BEE W g a9 0 yeme
R WETE SH© T § | 3 WA 48 Sl & 6 o e
5 weerar i Reans o orfas a3h 7 o o woaid

W
Lk

3
8m | wfd
# 3l
sa

:samﬂu TR L

ool & e v o e ? @ i afed o
7 A oo 3 weA & B o e A
@ o & i v 3R e © w5 e

T W ) v & (o wme s e | dEe dm
mﬂﬁﬁmmmmamzﬁmﬁwm

srera #fEm o S A

=T feen Fm EE T
fr s o s & foe
il T 1 O T e
3 #73 wEE sfesfon @
e ) e &) wTereE, Ew
AT e 9 A =R R
femz s, S%-17 @t

waee, Sfdn sty ofefsfen
oft weE & e warengs Tm
et &1 = %1 foesl
TAdTE 5 T =EE A =)
Hie T F A, il 6
qEE § O TTEns #®)
Farird 7 w1 =)



_ AN
W =g wifdsvon

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

TIMES OF INDIA

MUMBAI

2 airport staff
among 4 held
for smuggling

Mumbai: Customsat theair-
port arrested four persons,
two of them airport staff, for
smuggling gold worth Rs 4
crore, in two cases,

In thefirst case, three peo-
ple — Pradeep Pawar, Mo-
hammed Imran Nagorl and
airport employee Anshu
Gupta — were arrested in
connection with smuggling
two pouches with 1.61 kg gold
dust worth Rs 1.31 crore,

Another airport staffer,
Sayyed Mehtab, a manager at
an eatery at the airport, was
found with 2.9 kg of gold dust
worth Rs 2.36 crore. He has
been remanded in judicial
custody, v

15 MARCH 2025
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Derremen DiEswa
HISAR, MARCH 15
The Dirertorate Geneeal of Civ-
i Aviation [DGCA), Govemn-
ment of Iradin has officially
granted an semdmme licence
for public use o Maharga
Agrasen Alrport in Hisar The
licence, issued to the Airports
Auitharity of Indis (AATL allows
thee girport Lo be used a4 regu-
lor lsnding &nd departure site
for aircraft

The Aimports Authorty of
Inlia (AAT) issued the licence
on Mirch 13, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is expected o
mugurae the fights from the
girport soon, the soumres
revenled I o expecled o
enhance the svistion conneg
ity in Horvana The oonds
tions atisched with the boenee
stated that the complinnee with
the Alrcralt Artand the Alremit
Huoles remains mandatory, as
any violations eould result m
meodifications, suspension or
revoeation of the Brenee, which
is o transfrable and subject
to condibons outlined n the
aemdmome mimal

T maintin vabdity, the
Bomesee must submit guarterdy

DELHI

Prime Minster Narenidra Mod| [ expedad to inaugurats Mights, i

pmgress reports  addressing
pending olservations  from
DECA inspections and self
assessed non-omplsnces as
per the Cinil Awistion Hesqiime-
ments (CAR)L

The Boence came after o pro-
longted wait and the commer-
cal flights from Hisar Alrport
am expected to commenoe n
the first wesdt of Apdl The
Haoyano Government  has
partnered with Alhance Atr to
operete fhghts connecting His-
ar to Jopur Ahmedabad,
Chandigarh, Awodhya  and
Jammit The Boensing process

foced delavs after a DGCA

M e gy JEEl, fRame
MARARAIN AGRASEN AINFOAT MSAR

imspection n August 20M
nuised smme objections,

The Hisir airport is poised to
berome one of Indis's larpest
aviation hubs Initislly span-
ning just 200 acres in 2014 e
project has expanded to 7,200
oS in bwo phases, malong it
the Irpest. airpart in Indim by
land mroa. The development
aims o boost regonal cormee
thaty, stimlale economic
growih, and pestion Harvan
s a ey plivyer in the country's
aviation secioc

Mmmnwhile, Hisar activists
have taleen eoreption o the
name of the aippot in the

16 MARCH 2025

DGCA aerodrome licence to Hisar airport

MROTOE ASHOR LN

licenoe stating that it did not
mention the name “Moharja
Aprasen Awrport Hisar” but
instend mefers to it as “Hisar
Aspodrome”.  Apgrawal Seva
Samiti Hissr sendorvice-pres-
dent Sitaram Smpgal said the
mrport was ing hally mirodoeced
as Mehamja Agrsen Airport,
Hisar, bast nesay the heence had
been wsued under o different
nme. He has demanded that
the povernment issuse arevised
boemee with the “ongmal
name”. He also urged the pov
emment to clanfy the distme
ton betwren the terms “aero-
drome’ and “aitport.”
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Rules for portable batteries on planes are changing

Some airlines in Asia are
tightening restrictions.
You may have to repack
or turn off batteries
before boarding flights
with certain carriers

YAN ZHUANG

THE RULES AROUND{Tying with portable
battedesare becoming increasingly con:
fusing as some airlines in Asia change
theirpolicies, cting the risk of fires,
Alrlines in South Korea, Tabwan and
Thailand have tightened restrictions
since a fire destroved an Air Busan plane
on the tarmacin South Koreain January,
one of several recent aviation accidents
that have made travellers anxious.
There is no definitive link between
portable batteries and the Air Busan fire,
and an investigation is underway, But
because rules vary across airlines, you
may find yourself having to repack or
turn off such batteries when you board a
plane. Here's what you need to know.

Which airlines havechangedtheirrules
and why?
Asof March 1, passen gems on allS outh

Korean airlines must keep theirpontable
chargers within arm's reach and out of
overhead bins. The government im ple-
mented therule to easeanxiety about the
risk of battery fires, the Transportation
Ministry said.

Some Taiwanese airlines imple
mented similar changes that also took
effecton March 1L EVAAIrand China Air-
linesannounced aban on using orcharg-
ing power banks on their planes,
although the batteres can still be stored
in overhead compartments.

Thai Airways, Thailand's flagship air-
lime, announced that itwould implement
asimilarban. The airlinecited "incidents
ofin-flight fires on international ai dines,
suspected to be inked to power bank
usage” Sinee 2016, the International
Civil Aviation Organization, the United
Nations agency that coordinates global
aviation regulations, has banned
lithium-ion batteries, the kind com-
monly found in power banks, from the
cargo holds of passenger planes.

But there is no industry standard on
how airlines regulate power banks, said
Mitchell Fox, the director of the Asia
Pacific Centerfor Aviation Safety.

Theyhave become a part of everyday
life only in recent years, and some con-
sumers may be unaware of the risks, he
said."When you havean emerging issue,
it takes a whilefor everyone to catch on

What are the
these batteries?
Lithium-ion batteres have been usad

risks behind

for decades to power smartphones and
laptops, and are commonly used in
portable power banks.

Each lithium-lon battery has a cell
that can heat up quickly in a chain reac-
tion that causesit to catch fire or explode

The Federal Aviation Administration

wams that this rraction canhappen if the

battery isdamaged, overcharged, over-
heated or exposed to water. [t can also
happen ifthe battery hasa manufactur-
ingdefret

Some products that use lithium-ion
batteries, including smartphones, lap-
topsand electricvehicles, have strict reg -
ulations and quality control standards,
said Neeraj Shamma a professorof chem -
istry at the University of New South
‘Wales in Sydney, Australia who studies

batteries. Others, like powerbanks, e-cig-
areties and vehicles such as e-likes and
scooters, are less repulated, he said, rais-
mgthe risk of malfunction,

"Make sure you get vourdevices froim
reputable manufacturers, professor
Shamma said.

How often do batteries catch fire
onplanes?

Incidents involving lithium-ion bat-
teries on US aklines have been
increasing. There were §4 last
year, up from 32 in 2016,
These includedcases, inthe
cabins of both passenger
and cargo planes, where
batteries caught fire,
emitted smoke or over-
heated. Portable chargers
were the biggest culprit in
these incidents, followed by
e-cigarettes, according to the
FAA. Airlines around the world
require passengersto packspare lithium-
ion batteries in their carry-on luggage
instead of in their checked bagsso that
any smolke or fire from the batteries can
be noticed quickly. In the cargo hold, a
firr may not be detected by a
plane'sautomatic fire-extinguishing sys-
tem until it has already become a
critical problem.

"Ifthereis afire, you'd rmtherhaveit in
cabin than checked baggape, and you'd

LITHIUMAOM
BATTERIES, USED IN
PORTABELE POWER
BAMKS, HAVE A
CELLTHAT CAM HEAT
UPQUICKLY IN &
CHAIN REACTION

rather have it closerto a person rather
than in the overhead bin, whereit's more
difficult to get it out and manage the fire;
said Keith Tonkin, themanaging director
of Aviation Projects, an aviation copsult -
ing company in Brishane, Australia.

What do flight crews do when there
isafire?

Fires in plane cabins that are caused
bylithium-on battenesare rarely deadly,
and flight crews are generally well
prepared to deal with them,
Tonkin said.

In many cases, passen-
gerswill notice their elec-
tronics overheating and
inform crew members,
who will put the deviceinto
athermal contaimnment bag
or into water, with little dis
miption to the flight according
to the FAA.[n some cases, flight
attendants or passengers will notice
smaoke in the cabin and discover that a
device has overheated orcaught fire,

In 2024, two portable batteries that
weme connected toeachothercmised a fire
aboard a flight from Bangkok to Seoul
operated by Eastar Jet, a budget South
Korean carrier, according to Yonhap, a
South Korean news agency. The flight crew
noticed the smoke and Immediately
poured wateron the batteriesto dousethe

fire, theagency reported, —HNYT
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AILING AIR INDIA NEEDS INVASIVE SURGERY

PRABHU CHAWLA
DR T B e RS (D
Fialisihiman § BPabtul Rawla

M the new Niomament of Indian
incle pendence, a new maharja
conquered the sky Deslgned by
Bobby Kuka, Alr Indin’s im
morial masest with a twirling
mosiache and decorated tur-
ban was the country’s symbsaol
for a welcomnes in the sky Over the years,
this gorious image became tarnished
thanks to public-sector nepotism and
indifference, accumubating total losses
of 70,0600 crove, more thana king's ran-
g, Then, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi did what others belfore him had
promised: unshackle the overweight
mmaharala fom incompetence And nsz

The ISP of royals is cachet. Air In-
dis, with over 17,000 cmployees, was
taken over by one of Indian indostrys
oldest maharags—the Tatas Everyone
expected the king of the skles to get a
shinimgnew look and fieel, Unfortunnt e
Iy the reverse has happened. Al's mon-
trch became even more shabby and a8
efficient and friendly as the purveyor ol
a rogdside eatery. There is hardly a day
when Aldoesn’t [noe pessengers” wrath
for mismanapement From inadequate
and horrendous in-flight services to
techinical flts, Night delays and aro
gant staff, India's premier airline is
plagued with multiple malaises.

In his message o shareholders a yenr
after taking charge company Chairman
N Chandrasekaran wmte: “The eam at
Alr India has been working hard to
transform this ‘national institution'
Into & ‘natlonal inspiration’. 5o aon be
half af the board, 1 would like to ac-
knowledge their effort and that of el
Tow directors. Much has been achileved,
but there is much more yet o be done.

Expectations for the new Al are high,
baut the resolve. enthusiasm and foous
on dellvering burns bright.” But thme
vears after the akeovern, Al 1=n't an in
spiration but & source of melancholy
As the new owners with o phalany of
crackerjack officials track the faoli-
lines, many more surface with menae-
ing celerity. Early this month, Union
Apgriculiure Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan was horrified io find thai he
bl Been allocated a broken seatl, Chou
han 1sn't known for angry outhursis;
but he was so incensed that he even
questioned the ideaof handing over Al
to the Tatas, He posted; “1 had the im-
pression that AT's service would hawe
Improved ones Tata took over Hs man
agement, but it turned out o be my mis-
conce ption. [ don't
careaboit my dis
comfort while sit-
ting, but 1t iy un-
ethical to charge
the full amount
from passengers
and then make
them sit on bad
and uncomforia
e sesits Isn'tihia
cheating the
passengoers’”
Chouhan wWas
reflecting the ex-
asperation of a
large section of
Al's over-15mil-
lon fbers. The ne
thon's Mag carrier
has long been considered & symbol of
pride with a maharajs as 188 masool
However, its reputation has been
marred by persistent operational and
service-related poolups sinee the Tata
takeover The numerons challenges in-
clude recurring Might delays and can
celations doe to Nest deflclencles that
undermine its ambitious plan for
growth and global competitivens s
Theairline's | nexplicable deflciency
in inlight service has drawn consist-
ent passonger re. Frequent reports of
outidated cabin interiors, malfonction
Ing amenities and poor service palnt a
pleture of an alfine owned by the
Tatas strugeling to modernise. For in-

stanee, an March &, Al Mght 126 from
Chicagn o Delhi was foreed to return
to O"Hare International Alrportdue to
malfunctioning lvatories. The stink
ing incident pointed towards inade-
quate oversight by crew and under:
scored a broader problem: ageing
aircraft with substandard mainte-
nance and insuffcient upgrades to
passenger-fac ing sysiems,

Amother pestilential experience oc-
curred in Inte 2024 when passengers on
beng-hanal Nlights to the U8 complained
of broken in-ight entertainment sy s
tems and worn-out seats on legacy Boe
ng 777s, [t exposed Al's promis o &
"heavy refreshment” plan o install new
sent eovers, cushlons and carpets by
mid- @25, The slow pace of retrofitting
has left many trw-
oliers having to ol
erate the inferior
Oying experience.
It 1= perhaps to do
with Tata's inakbil-
ity to correct the
idecades of under

senger facillities
diuring thes idine's
state-oymed era.

Al suffers from
technlcal Maws as
well, raisimg eon-
corns about safety
and operational
reliahility On Jan-
uary 5. Oight 28320
Prom Bengalum to
Dedhimade an emergency landing back
in Bengaluru after one of 1S engines
shut down mid-air The incident added
toa growing list of mechanical failures,
In 2024, an Al Boeing 777 Nying from
Delhi to San Francisco was diverted
due to a ydraulic fillure. ond mioltiple
Nights faced delays from minar gliteh-
es, foreing the Directorate General of
Ciwil Aviation to Mne the airline

Al admirers claim tha these are iso-
lated incidents that are being ad-
dressed. These 18500 Just can't be ot
tributed io the painsof anairline which
is In tramsitional ransformation. Al's
Mot shirtage 18 one of the primary rea
aona for s woes, The alrline operates

SR E

o mixed Aeet of apgroximately 14 air
craft, anumber dwarfed by competitors
1ke Ind 1Go with owver 425 alreraf and
global plyyers ke Emirates, Inoaddi
tion, a significant portion of its Deet
especially the legacy Boelng 777s and
older Al2Ms—is ouldated

Even configurat ioms of it feet sulfer
from operational Infirmities. Its Deet
renewal programme, inuled as a game
changer, includes a historic order for
470 news plines In 223, BlHowed up by
another arder for a 100 more aireraft
the next year. Deliveries began with the
AJ50500 entering service on the Delhi
New York route in November 2024, fol-
Towed by Delhi-Newark in Janusry 2025
Yol progress (s slow

To be fadr, Al has shown some positive
results as well. Tata's stewardship has
led o operntional improvements a 26
percent revenue increase, 5 percent
loss reduction and the massive aircrafl
order s gnalling ambition and Onancial
recovery s domestic market share rose
[romA.7 percent in 5022 t0 9.7 percent in
202, and on-time performanes Lm
proved from 70 percent in 2021 to 9 per-
cent in 412 partially balstersd by Tata's
repuitation for dissipline and scale

But the Tata group is yet to erase the
publle-sector mindset that still dictates
40 percent of Al'S staffl, Internal sabao
tage by the old employess isn't ruled owm
as well, The Tatas may havebrought In
o reputed forelgner o lurn aroand a
sick aml maimed monster: But paing by
the mesponse mechanlsm, it is evident
that the company lacks an architechare
that can provide the management with
genuine feedback from the ground.

Al has an advantage over other
international airlines. Since it bas not
wvetused allof it shareof internation
al slots, a refurbished Al can be the
durling of the larpest number of com-
pulsive Indian travellers, I 115 1o be-
come a global leader in aviation, it
should Inject a massive dose of Tata-
i=m inthe T9yvearold baby erawling on
itg knees. Or elge, [ndia's most vaunted
palace in the sky could become & mork
burne] velic with its head in the elouds.
Instead of saying ‘ta’. it could be saying
ta-to toan avist lon heritage cstabllshed
by JRIY himself



Corporate Communications Directorate

‘TIMES OF INDIA

MUMBAI

15 MARCH 2025

Holi weekend air travel surges
but fares static in lean March

Tisaes News NeTwork

Mumbai: For the weary offi-
ce-goer, there is probably not-
hingquite asfetchingasafes-
tival holiday that falls close
to a weekend. This vear, Holi
fell on a Friday making it
possible to extend the wee-
kend as revelers flew out on
Thursday to places such as
Vrindavan, Varanasi, Dubai
or Goa, Mumbaikars' peren-
nial favourite destination,
said travel companies.

As March is alean month
for air travel, there was not
much of an impact on airfa-
res to these destinations for
travel during the Holi wee-
kend. Even the 24-hour ad-
vance purchase fares for tra-
ve] during the Holi weekend
were not high.

Skyscanner said its data
showed a 353% surge in sear-
ches for flights to Agra for
March 12 compared to the
same day in Feb. Agra is the
nearest airport to popular
Holi destinations of Vrinda-
van and Mathura, Searches
for March 11 alone spiked
417% compared to the previo-
us day, it said. The data sho-
wed March13and March15as
the popular travel dates. “Ho-
11 in Vrindavan and Mathura
is celebrated as a multi-day
spectacle, steeped in history,
devotion, and an explosion
of colour. From Barsana's
‘Lathmar Holi’ where wo-
men playfully chase men

FLIGHT SEARCH SPIKE FOR AGRA NEAR VRINDAVAN, MATHURA

» On March 12, the

11,600 and 11,800

cheapest 24-hour respectively

advance purchase » For travel next week
ticket price for a return from the two metros,

trip from Delhi to Agra the one-week advance
started at 723,000 { purchase fare available
while from Mumbai and on Friday was ¥11,600
Bengaluru it was 18,000 and 710,000 respectively
0 18,08 rexpectively N | > The cheapest retur

» Cheapest does not - S — fares for Goa were ¢8,500
necessarily mean for it was 720,000 and weekend were priced  for travel from Dedhi and
non-stop flights 719,000 respectively,  around ¢12,000 Bengaluru respectively

» By comparison, showing fares didm't > For travel next and *12,000 from Mumbai
for travel next week, rise much due to Holi week, these are priced  » For travel next week
Thursday to Sunday, traveldemand ~ ateT,500forreturn  from Mumbai to Goa, the
the cheapest fare to » Fares on return » For travel from cheapest return fare was
Agra from Delhi started  flights from Delhi to Mumbal or Bengaluru  priced at 8,000 while

at ¥31,000 while for Varanasi for travel to Varanasi, the Holi  from Delhi and Bengaluru
Mumbai and Bengaluru  during the Holi weekend fares were it was 711,200 and 25,000
Source: Skyscanner for Holi weekend Note: The Holi weekend fares provided by Skyscanner ane 24-hour

fares. Skyscanner and other travel

| portals, for next week's fares

advance purchase fare

advance purchase fares while next week's fare is a seven-day

with sticks to ‘Phoolon wali
Holi" at the Banke Bihari
Temple where petals replace
coloured powder,” saida Sky-
scanner spokesperson,
There were also
international trips. “The
long weekend spurred a
27.2% increase in family tra-
vel compared tolast vear," sa
id Atlys, a visa-processing
platform. The data also high-
lights a broader trend: 55%
of Holi travel applications
span four to seven days,
showeasing the rise of festi-
val-linked tourism.

Digital travel platform

Agoda said it observed a 25%
rise indomesticaccommoda-
tion searches and a 16% in-
crease in outbound this Holi
month compared to the same
period last year For interna-
tional travel, Dubai leads the
list of most-searched dest-
inations, followed by Phuket,
Bangkok, Singapore and Ba-
Ii. Domestically, Goa claimed
the top spot with Udaipur,
New Delhi, Mumbai and
Vrindavan rounding out the
top five, it said, Krishna Rat-
hiof Agoda said: “Holi isone
of India’s most important
festivals. And with the long

weekend, travellers are ea-
ger to celebrate it in new and
exciting ways.”

Rajesh Magow of Make-
MyTrip said, “Bookings for
accommodations in cultural
hubs like Jaipur and Udai-
pur; temple towns such as
Amritsar, Varanasi, Ujjain
and Madurai, and beach des-
tinations like Pondicherry,
Alibaug and Mandarmani
show steady growth. Inter-
nationally, we are observing
the highest growth in short-
haul destinations like Viet-
nam, Malaysia, Azerbaijan,
and Georgia.”
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