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Reopening HAL airport: Minister

promised to hold meet, says MP

NEW DELHI, DHNS

angalore South BJP Lok
BSabha member Tejasvi
Suryasaid on Wednesday
that Union Civil Aviation Min-
ister K Rammohan Naidu had
assured himthatastakeholders’
meeting would be convened
soon to explore the possibility
of reopening the HAL airport
inBengaluru forciviloperations.
Surva, who met the minister
here, told OH that Naidu ac-
knowledged itwasanimportant
issue and assured to convene a
meeting to deliberate on the
matter soon. T requested for a
meeting with all stakeholders
soon to discuss the modalities.
Grateful that the minister is
keen on supporting this for
Bengaluru,” Surya posted on X.
TheMPF,inhismemorandum
to the minister, said holding a
meeting of key stakeholders
— Hindustan Aeronautics Lim-
ited (HAL), Airports Authority
of India (AAT) and Kempegow-
da International Airport Lim-
ited (KIAL) would provide a
platform o comprehensively
address all outstanding con-
cerns and pave the way for the
immediate resumption of civil
operationsat HAL airport.
“The reopening of HAL air-
portwillmarkalandmark devel-
opment for Bengaluru, signifi-

e el

MP Tejasvi Surya, who met Union Minisl:er Rammohan Naidu,

said that the latter acknowledged that the HAL airport is an
important issue and assured to convene a meeting soon.

cantly enhancing connectivity,
reducing travel time for citizens
and further fuelling the city’s

- growthtrajectory. Thisstepwill

not only address the pressing

needs of our residents, but also
reinforce Bengaluru’s position
as a global hub for technology
and innovation,” the memoran-
dumsaid.
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{ 400 BUILDINGS TO BENEFIT }

Govt to relocate transmission
towers of AAI in Andheri West

Linah Baliga

leena baliga@htlive.com

MUMBAL: In a significant relief
for around 400 residential
buildings in DN Nagar and Gul-
mohar area of Andheri West,
industries minister Uday
Samant on Wednesday
announced that the government
would complete the land alloca-
tion process to relocate the
high-frequency transmission
towers of the Airport Authority
of India (AAI) to a new site
within the next three months.
The government's announce-
ment follows BJP MLA Ameet
Satam’s raising of the issue
through a calling attention
motion in the legislative assem-
bly. Satam stated that the high-
frequency transmission towers
of AAI had limited the permit-
ted height of buildings within
their radius, preventing the
redevelopment of old residen-
tial buildings in D N Nagar.
There are currently no takers
for redevelopment, as the height
restriction in D N Nagar is 32
metres or seven to eight floors.
“Due to this height restric-
tion, the redevelopment of sev-
eral buildings has been stalled

permitted height of buildings within their radius, preventing the
redevelopment of old residential buildings in DN Nagar. HTPHOTO

in D N Nagar, Juhu, and the Gul-
mohar area,” said Satam in the
assembly. “Tt has been over four
years since the government's
response on December 17, 2020,
People who have bought their
own homes with their hard-
earned money, and whose
buildings have completed 45
years, will be issued notices for
their buildings being dilapi-
dated. Middle-class families will
be out on the streets.” Satam
said they had been pursuing the
matter with both the central
and state governments but

there was still no solution. “The
towers in D N Nagar cannot be
shifted to Gorai so we need to
kmow where they will be relo-
cated,” he said. “I want to know
if a solution will be provided in
a time-bound manner. Specifi-
cally, I want to know the time
frame for shifting these trans-
mission towers and when the
BMC will scout for land and
hand it over to AAL"
Responding to the issue,
Samant said that a committee
needed to visit the location to
plan the shifting of the towers.

“After the committee visits the
alternative plot, we can immedi-
ately start the process of relo-
cating the towers,” he said. 1
spoke to civil aviation minister
Muralidhar Mohol today, and
he is also positive about resolv-
ing the issue. Our chief minister
Devendra Fadnavis has also
communicated the strong feel-
ings of the elected representa-
tives and the local people to the
union government. Before the
next assembly session, we will
complete the process of land
allocation for shifting the tow-
ers to a new location. We will
then immediately work towards
relaxing height restrictions.”

Parag Sawant, an affected
resident from D N Nagar, said,
“Our building was planned with
16 floors and the agreement was
signed with the developer in
December 2020. The height
restriction from AAL came in
July 2021. Now it has been con-
structed up to 12 floors but not
as per the agreed height and
hence it has come to a standstill.
But at least it has been redevel-
oped—there are so many build-
ings in D N Nagar where devel-
opers are not even willing to
take up projects due to AAl's
height restrictions.”
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DGCA to meet airlines, airports to review accessible travel policies

— cident at Delhi where an oc- DGCA has asked Air India  during air travel. while Bengaluru airport has Air India claims that octo-
Aneesh Phadnis togenirian passenger was  for an explanation and its of- It lays down specific facil-  sign language trained staff  genarian passenger, who had
Iumbal denied a wheelchair by Air  ficials have also met family  ities that airlines and air-  along with various other  to be hospitalised after a fall

Officials from the Director
ate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) will meet repres-
encatives of airlines and air-
ports next week to review
policies to make air travel
more accessible to persons
with reduced mobility and
disabilities. This comes in
the backdrop of & recent in-

India.

‘The airline has denled the
charges but the incident has
highlighted the excessive de-
mand for wheelchairs that is
impacting  its  servied
delivery,

“Our concern is that pas-
sempers in real need are not
deprived of the facilities,” a
senior official said.

members of the passenger
who lodged a complaint
against the airline,

THE 2014 RULES

In 2014, the civil aviation
regulator framed rules to
protect  phvsically  chal-
lenged persons from  dis-
crimination and ensure they
get all possible assistance

ports need to provide to per-
aons with reduced mobility,
This inchudes provision of
wheelchairs (by girlines/air-
ports), dedicated drop off]
pick up points, sipmage,
ramps, accessible wash
rooms ot girports among
others. Akasa Alr has intro-
duced in-flight safery manu-
ils and menu cards in braille

facilities,

While airlines can't refuse
carrving  phvsically  chal-
lenged persons, they need 1o
be notificd of the cxtra re-
quirements at least 48 hours
before the fight.

While airlines provide free
wheelchair service, they have
requirements related to re-
porting time by passengers,

at Delhi airport, armived at
the rerminal much later than
recommended two hours be-
fiore departure.

The airline said it could
not  provide wheelchair
within 15 mingtes due
“unprecedented  peak  de-
mand” and denied charges
that passenger was made 1o
wait tor an hour,
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Rohit Vaid
Mew Dekhi

Dashing hopes for an early
start to full-fledged opera-
tions at the upeoming Noida
International Airport, highly
placed sources revealed to
businessline that the facility’s
terminal  building  under
phase 1 of the project will
only be completed by June.

However, the airports key
stakeholders are contem-
plating a partial opening of
the facility with select sec-
tions, catering 1o cargo and
the domestic E'tghu.

The proposed move for a
partial opening assumes sig-
nificanee as the current pace
of construction will render
the operator with the option
to either partially open the
airport by May, whereas the
full construction and opera-
tionalisation of the facility
might stretch up to August,

Under the process, even
after the full completion of
the terminal building, which
is expected by June, the air-
port operator will still re-
quire ancther eight weeks to
operationalise  the whole
faciliry.

Notably, this entire exer-
cise, sources said, will

GETT'IHE READY. Cﬂnstruu-.m work in prugre-ss at Lhc Moida
Internatianal Airport

stretch the opening
timelines o July or August,

LIMITED OPERATIONS
At present, sources told busi-
nesslime that the construc-
tion work is in progress o
create parking standards,
roofing work, and the install-
ation of conveyvor belt-re-
lated equipment, as well as
other key features at the
terminal.

“The airport can start par-
tial operations from May on-
wards. However, these oper-
ations will only be |i:l'|'|'il:td {4
the cargo segment,” sources

said.

“A cordoned-off arca
needs o be created for do-
mestic operations. This area
would require inspections

and clearances from BCAS
(Hurean of Civil Aviation Se-
curiry) and DGCA (Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation)
before opening.”

A BCAS inspection i8 re-
quired for anti-saborage
checks.  Thereafter, the
DGCA is expected to grant
the regulatory lieence, Gen-
erally, it takes 90 days for the
regulator to process the
aerodrome application for li-
censing.  Accordingly, a
stakeholders’ meeting on the
various options to start the
operations will be held on
Monday, March 17,

It was widely speculated
that the airport might be in-
augurated and made opera-
tional by May, however, in-
spections by the central

aviation safety regulator and
other authorities have not
led w a definite timeline,
“Several construction mile-
stones have been achieved
till now. The airside works
have almost been completed;
however, work remains on
the city side, and the ter
minal building is not yet
completed,.. The final clear-
ances, including the zero-
drome license might be gran-
ted anytime between May
and beyvond.”

MISSED DEADLINES

The airport had already
missed one completion
deadline scheduled for 2024
end due to sourcing con-
straints  of materials  like
structural steel

In terms of the airport’s
readiness, the Acronautical
Information Publication
{AIP) will become effective
from May. Besides, the Air
Control Tower (ATC) is ox-
pected to become opera-
tional by April 15,

When contacted, the of-
fice of the Minister of Civil
Aviation and the officials at
the Ministry of Civil Aviation
clarifiecd that no official
statement on the date of the
inauguration has been given
as the due process is under

‘Noida Airport’s terminal to be completed by June’

progress. On its part, Noida
International Airport said
that it is making steady pro-
gress towards operational
readiness.

“The Airports Authority of
India (AATl) is advanecing its
work in the air rraffic control
tower, while construction of
the passenger terminal and
associated infrastructure is
progressing well,"a NIA offi-
cial said.

“The next majnr mile-
stone is the granting of the
aerodrome license, expected
in Mary. The airport will begin
operations  with  domestic
flights, with internarional
routes to follow in the sub
sequent  months,  Discus-
sionsg are ongoing with the
state and cemtral govern-
ment regarding the start of
commercial operations.”

In its first phase of devel-
opment, the airport with one
runway and one terminal will
have a capacity to handle
traffic of 12 million passen-
gers annually. After the com
pletion of the fourth phase,
the airport will have the ca-
pacity 1o manage 70 million
passengers per vedr.

Airline major IndiGo is ex-
pected to be the first passen-
EEr carrier 10 Start services

from the airport.
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DGCA, IIT audit findings put T2 on repair runway

DIAL halts plan to
build Terminal 4

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 13 March

Delhi International Alrport (DIAL),
which operates and manages the
alrportin the national capital, has
halted plans for a new Terminal 4
(T4} and will instead fast-trackthe
refurbishmentofthe old Terminal 2
{T2)after Directorate General of
Civil Aviation{DGCA)and ITT
Madrasandits flagged issues with
it= apron and boarding bridges.
DIAL Chief Executive Officer (CEQ)
Videh Eumar Jaipuriar revealed this
inaJanuary mesting with aviation
stakeholders, Business Standard
hasleamt.

These audit findings have come
tolight just months afierthe
collapseof Terminal 1's(T1's)
canopy at Delhi Alrport, which
resulted in the death of a 45-vear-
old cabdriver, Ramesh Kumar, and
leftat least eight others injured.

o i 1
Dedhi Airport has three terminals: T1with a capacity of 40 million passengers

per year, T2 with 15 million, and Terminal 3 (T3) with 45 million

Last month, the newspaper
reponed that a DGCA-appointed
expert committee — comprising two
professors from [T Delhiand one
from T Jammm — found that fawed
design, poorworkmanship,
inadequate maintenance, and major
discrepancies between designand
construction were likely kev factors

inthe canopy collapse. Delhi Airport
hasthreeterminals: Tiwitha
capacity of 40 million passengers per
vear, T2with 15 million, and
Terminal 3({ T3y with 45 million.
According to DIALs 2016 master
plan. T2 was tobe demolished and
replaced by T4, designed to handle
40 million passengers annually.

However, the collapse of T1's canopy
and subsequent investigations have
disrupied this plan.

In March last yvear, DIAL said
T4 wasexpected tobe operational by
2028-29. However, during a Jamnmary
6 meeting, Jaipuriarsaid the
opemtor is now prioritising T2's
refurbishment asa shom-term
solution tomeet current demand. In
thesame meeting, an airline
questioned why T4, once central to
DIALs expansion plans, is now
absent fromthe latest project file.

Jaipuriarsald that the "life” of T2
can be extended by a fewvearswith
justa$idd crore investment before
T4 is built, whichwould require high
capitalexpenditure.

"Currently, the masterplanis
under review. Inputs fromairlines
arebeingtaken. Ifthereisa
requirement for T4 development
afier the current master plan
exercise, stakeholdersand the
regulator will be informed and
consulted.” hesaid. The DIAL CEQ
mentioned that T2's refurbishment
= notbelngundentaken to increase

itscapacity. “The DGCA audited T2
and made observations regarding
apron refurbishment and boarding
bridges. A stmactural audit hasalso
been conducted by IIT Madras,
which sugpested certain
Improvements. DIAL isplanning to
continue with T2 instead of
constructing a new terminal {T4)
with the required refurbishments,”
heexplalned. Jaipuriarsaid during
themeeting that, based on DGCAS
observations and nearly 40 vears of
operation, T2 requires major
refurbishments onthe airside and
terminal toremainoperational. He
mentionad that T2 is expected to
operate for no more than five years.
DIAL T Madras, DGCA, and the
Ministry of Civil Aviation did not
respond to Business Standard's
queries regarding this matter.

At apressconference earlier this
month, Jaipuriar said renovation
wiork at T1 would becompleted by
March 15, and, subject toapproval
fromsecurity agencies, operations
areexpected tobeginin April.

Tusn to Page 64

With Jewaron
tarmac, Delhi
Airport prepares for
95 million fliers

Once fully operational, T1 will handle its full capacity
of 40 million passengers per year. Following this, T2
will be closed for four to six months for repair work,
with its entire 15-million-passenger capacity shifting
toTL

Plarmed upgrades for T2 include apron refurbish-
ment, new fooring, renovated washrooms, and replace-
ment of boarding bridges, he mentioned.

T3s anmial handling capacity is corrently A5-50
million passengers. Jaipuriar also spoke about the proj-
oot to comvert Fier C of T3 from domestic o interma-
tiomal, which will sradually shift 10 million passengers
from T3 ta TL

During the January meeting, Jaipuriar provided
more details about the Fier C conversion, which will
be carried out at & cost of 70 crore. T3 comprises four
piers — two domestic and two intemational.

“After Pier C conversion into international, the
domestic capacity of the airpart would drop to 70 mil-
licn {from the current 80 million passengers per year),
whereas the intemational capacity would increase (o
30 million (from the current 20 million passengers per
year]. This would be sufficient to accommodate the 25
million international passengers expected in 2028-29
(FY29)." Jaipuriar said during the January meeting.

Drelhi Airport can currently handle 100 million pas-
sengers per anmum. However, it is handling about 73
milikon passengers annually 4t present.

Acconding to DIAL, by FY29, ectual passenger traffic
is expected to reach 95.6 million per anmum. “This
inchudes the impact of Jewsr Airport’s operationalisa-
tion,” Jaipuriar mentioned at the January meeting.

Along with the refurbishment of T2, DIAL is also
upgrading the instrument landing system for coe run-
way (WY 10/28) by Seplember so it can handle more
flights amid low visibility.
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2 airport staff steal $2,500
from US citizen, arrested

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
KEWDELH MARCH13

TWO EMPLOYEES of the Delhi
Adrport have been arrested for al-
legedly stealing 52,504 from a
passenger's g

The accused, Gauray Kumar,
38, and Frakash Chand. 59, work
inthe Logt andFound department
at the Indira Gandhi lnie mational
(ICT Alrpart

Police said a case was regis-
teredunder Sectaon 3032 ) (thedt)
of the Bharatiya Myaya Sanhita
(BNS ) alter a complaint was fled
by the passenger, Roshan Paiel, a
LS cigzenand Overseas Ctizenal
Inelia (OCTycard holder.

Faie] had arrived m Cedhi from
ther Uirtesd SLawes on Sepiember
11, 2024, and realised her green
camouflage bag, containing
§2 500 and ot her personal be-
longimgs, was missing. The bag
weas later recovered and deposited
in the Log & Found deparment
by Central Industrial Security
Force [CISF) personnie], but upon
retrieval, the cash wars found miss-
ing. said pobice on Thursday:

A police team metculously
anatysed CCTV Iootage from var-
ious cameras at the airpor;
ootage confirmed the bag was
niot tanpered with at the eermi-

mal Pofice then shifted the focus
of the iInves Eganion io the Lost and
Found department stafl After
theroughquistioning o f the stall
suspicion eventually fell on
Khsmar and Chand.

Pobce sad the dun initially de-
reeddtheirimobement but admi-
ted o the crime when conffronted
with CCTV evidence showing
them tampering with the bag in-
siclethe Lost and Fouwnd oflice

During questioning, police
saned Kurnar alleged y revenled de-
Lails of thethet

"On September 1.2 2024, a
O5F gafl member deposited the
alleged bag in thar olfice, While
e {Gasrw Kumar) was handing
the bag over o Prakash Chand in
the T-2 LP room, he discovered
£ 500 inside the bag. Overcome
with greed, he suggested to
Prakash that they could keep the
mon ey and divide it between
them, Prakash agreed, and they
each ook $1.250 Gaurav also re
veaed he haddeleted the entry of
the 52500 from the system with
Prakash's complicity, Later, they
exchanged the siolen curmency at
a money exchange office in
Connatight Mace, Deihi and
equally distributed it between
them,” said Usha Rangnani,
Additional Commissioner of
Pobice! H'.]Ajrpwt]
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Airlines seek lower levies to move to Jewar

dhaamsh BnandiE ivemmioom
MEW DELHI

ir pussengers i Delhi's
natiomal capital region
can expect cheaper

fares if they fly out of Noida's
Jewar airport, as airlines are
seeking discounts on various
charges forshiftime toLhe new
airpeort tht is likely to begin
operations in the second half
of 2025,

Airports impose several
charges on carmiers for using
their amenities, incloding
landing fees and parking fees
(based on weight of the air-
craft), charges for air traffic
control services, pround han
dling fees (like baggage han
dling}, and terminal charges
for using passenger fcilities.
All theese charges are buill into
the tickets sold by airlines,

jacking upairfares.

The Noida International
Airpart (NLAYat Jewar, which
isrunning behind schedule by

Jewar airport is running behind schedule by about six manths wn

about six months, is operated
by Yarmuna International Air-
port Pyl Lid, a whollyowned
arm of Switzerland’s Zurich
Airport Intermational Ats,

“These discountsincharpes
by the airport operator will
beedps wes slfer cheaper fares thi
is likely to helpattract passen
ereers by the airpent,” s am air
line: official, who did not want
to be identified.

Another official at a low

vost carrier said airflines can
bring passeryrers to Jewar air
port if the Fires are low. “No
other incentive can bring pas-
serrers to Jewar.”

Analyvsts say discounts will
help keep airfares low.

“While we have low-cost
carriers (LOC), their fares are
hardly low in comparison to
other airlines, This is bevause
wer thon't hawve low-cost termi
nals, these aidines are paying

same charpes just like legacy
airlines, This should be an
oppartumity o create bow-cost
terminals for LOCsto make fly
ingcheaperamd toachicve the
vision of Udan, ™ said Ajay Pra
kash, president of the Travel
Agenis Federation of Tndia.

Udan is a povermment
scheme to connect under-
served citiesof the countryvia
affordabibe air travel

There are many ways an air-
port operrtor cian provide dis-
coants o e aidine. Somee dis-
countsare linked toa turget of
achieving acertain numbserof
passengers and soime are pro
vidid ona per-passerngner basis.

Theother reason that could
hielp cheapen airfares in Jewsr
is a value-added tax (VAT) of
juest 1% omjet fuelm Uttar Pra
desh. By comparison, Delhi
charpesa:
which makes up two-filths of
thir cost of mnning an airline
in India.

For an extended version of
thisstory, gotolivemint com.
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Airport Lost & Found turns into
loot and split for two employees

1GI Airport staff caught stealing 82,500 from lost bag

PRAJYOT DEOGAHRE

NEW DELHI: The IGT Ajlr-
port Police team has arrested
twio Delhi International Air-
port Limited {DIAL) employ-
ees for allegedly stealing $2,500
from a lost and found bag.

The police were informed
about the incident through a
complaint registered at the 1GT
Airport Police Station

The accused were identi-
fied as Gaurav Kumar (38),
a resident of Nidhi Khand,
Indrapuram, Ghaziahad, Uttar
Pradesh, and Prakash Chand
{59). a resident of Raj Nagar,
Palam Colony, Drelhi.

According tothe police, the
accused were working in the
Lost & Found Articles Depart-
ment when they committed the
thieft. Both were taken into cus-
tody following an investigation
that uncovered their involve-
mient in the crime.

The incident came to light
when Ms. Roshan Patel, a US.
citizen and Overseas Citizen
of India {OCI) cardholder,
reported her missing bag on
Septentber 11, 2024,

Upon arrival in Delhi from
the United States, she lost track
of her green army which
cnntaiETcd 52,5(!3 ;?:ﬁ"lg with
other onal belongi

ThEcIJT:g was btcﬁanf:d by
CISF personnel and depos-

ited in the DIAL Lost Property
Department.

However, when Ms. Patel
retrieved it, the cash was miss-

ing. She subsc:ilu:nli}' lodged

an e-FIR with the 1G] Airport
Police Station on Fehroary 5,
under Section 303(2) BN5.

To solve the case, a special
investigative team was formed
under Inspector Sushil Goyal,
SHO of 1G] Airpart Police Sta-
tion, with 51 Amit and Con-
stable Sumit leading the probe.

CCTV footage from mul-
tiple cameras across the termi-

nal was thoroughly analysed,

revealing that the bag remained
untampered with  while
at the terminal

This led investigators to
scrutinise the emplovees of
the Lost & Found department.
After detailed questioning, sus-
picion fell on Gaurav Kumar
and Prokash Chand.

Initially, both emplovees
denied any wrongdoing. How-
ever, when confromted with
incriminating COCTY footage
from their office, they con-
fessed to the theft

CGauray, a B.Com gradu-
ate working as a Lost Pr v
{Jp:mtnr,nr-%"wn!ed that uﬁ?—
tember 12, 2024, a CISF staff
member sited the missin
bag in I:lmli'ch:Hifc. "

While transferring the
bag to enother Lost Property
room at Terminal 2, he found
the 2,500 inside. He then con-
spired with Prakash Chand. a
Junior Manager in the depart-
ment, to steal the money.

Gaurav admitted to debet-
ing the cash entry from the sys-
tem with Prakashs assistance.
Thiey later exchanged the stolen
currency at a money exchange
outlet in Connaughi Place,
Delhi, and split the amount
equally. Both men confessed
to using the stolen money for
personal e 5. Following
their arrest, both accused were
presented in court and sent to
judicial custody. The police
hawve assured that strict action
will be taken against employees
found misusing their positions
at the airport.

The investigation remains
ongoing to determine if the
acc were involved in any
other similar incidents.



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE MORNING STANDARD DELHI 14 MARCH 2025

2 airport employees
amested fortheft

MNew Delhi; Two
employees of the Dalhi
airpornt have been arrested
for stealing USD 2,500
frama passenger’s bag.
police said on Thursday.
The accused were
identified as Junior
Manager Gaurav Kumar
{38) and Operator
Prakash Chand (59) of
the Delhl international
Alrport Limited"s (DIAL)
Lost and Found
Department, they sald.
Humar and Chand stole
the money from a bag
depocited In thelr office.
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CONSTRUCTION OF 366m VIADUCT AT CHINGRIGHATA REMAINS

Last hurdle for New Garia-Airport Metro

SANJAY MANDAL AND
DEBRA.I MITRA

Calcutta: The unavailability
of land and other issues
that stalled work on a large
stretch of the New Garia-
Airport Metro project have
now been reduced to a mere
B366m on EM Bypass, which,
the authorities said, was the
only remaining hurdle for
the project delayed by sever-
al years.

The construction of the
366-metre viaduct at the
Chingrighata crossing on
EM Bypass now awaits per-
mission from the state gov-
ernment for a traffic block
toliff concrete segments for
two spans, from pier 317 to
318, and pier 318 to 319.

“We have formally
sought a traffic block at the
Chingrighata crossing in two
phases to complete the work,
each for three nights, be-
tween 10pm and 8am. We are
awaiting the nod from the
state authorities.” a senior
official of Rail Vikas Nigam
Litd. the implementing agen-
cy for the project, told Metro.

He said the traffic blocks
would be taken on weekends
when the traffic volume is
relatively lower.

A state government offi-
cial said the proposal for the
traffic block had been sent to
Nabanna for clearance. “It is
abustling road, and a lot of
aspects need to be taken into
account before the clearance
is given,” said the official.

The 32km project from
New Garia to the airport
was originally supposed to
be wrapped up by 2016-17
but was delaved because
of land logjams at several
places.

“Now, most of the land

problems have been re-
solved. The construction of
the 4.46km Beleghata-Sector
Vsection is almost complete
except for this 366m gap on
the Bypass. We are looking
ataJuly 2025 completion for
this section, but it depends
on bridging this gap,” said
the RVNL official.

The Orange Line is
now functional on a 5.4km
stretch between New Garia
and Ruby. Trial runs are
underway in the next
4.4km streich from Ruby
to Beleghata. Construction
is on from Beleghata to the
airport, a distance of just
over 19km. The current tar-
get to complete the project is
March 2026, officials said.

The gap in the viaduct
lies between Beleghata
and Gour Kishore
(Chingrighata) stations.
The viaduct would cross the
Bypass. Sources said the
work has remained stalled
since February 2, though
construction materials are
ready at thesite.

“Initially, we were told
that the traffic block could
not be given because of the
Bengal Global Business
Summit and Madhvamik
examinations,” said a
Metro official.

The RVNL has built a 600-
metre diversion road follow-
ing a communication from
Kolkata Police. The road
through Captain Bheri, the
water body off the Bypass,
will allow Ultadanga-bound
vehicles to avoid the stretch
where the traffic block has
been planned. When the
work starts on the Garia-
bound flank, vehicles using
that lane will also be divert-
ed through this alternative
road, said RVNL officials

An aerial view of the 366m gap in the Metro viaduet at Chingrighata,
The elevated Gour Kishore Ghosh station is on the left

Using the Salt Lake By pass,
those vehicles bound for the
airport can take the right-
turn flvover at Chingrighata
towards New Town.

“We will dismantle the
road as it cuts through the
water body, part of the East
Calcutta wetlands and a
Ramsar site. The environ-
ment department has per-
mitted the building of the
road under this condition,”
said an RVNL official.

Metro Rail and RVNL of-
ficials said several meetings
were held with the police
and urban development
department to resolve the
impasse. Some of the min-
isters and senior officers
of Kolkata Police have also
held meetings with the rail-
ways al the site.

“The state govern-
ment has helped us a
lot. Construction in the
Beleghat a-alrport section is
in full swing. We are hope-
ful the permission for this
traffic block will be issued
soon,” said an official.

Barricades at the Chingrighata crossing. The construction
of the 366-metre viaduct at the crossing on EM Bypass now
awalts permission from the state government for a traffic

blodk to lift concrete segments
had cccurred while con- has been resolved.
structing a 300m stretch “We have paid 230 crore
at Nabadiganta station at to Metro rail authorities for
Salt Lake, where land was constructing a 90m tunnel

unavailable,

*“The land problem has
been resolved, and work
has started.” said the RVNL
official.

Another problem area
was building the tracks from
VIP Road toJai Hind or
NSCBI Alrport station.

Calcutta airport

under VIP Road,” said an
airport official. “We have
also provided land inside the
alrport premises for laving
tracks.” he said.

The tunnel will connect
the Airports Authority of
India residential colony
and the airport. The Metro
tracks would be built above

! ’ ; i i the tunnel, said the official.

A similar problem

officials said the problem
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2 IGIA staffers
held for stealing
money from

passenger’s bag

New Delhi: Two
employees of the
Delhi airport have
been arrested for
stealing $2,500 from
a passenger's bag,
police said on
Thursday.

The accused were
identified as junior
manager Gaurav
Kumar (38) and
Operator Prakash
Chand (59) of the
Delhi International
Airport Limited's
(DIAL) Lost and
Found Department,
they said.
According to police,
Kumar and Chand
stole the money
from a bag
deposited in their
office and split it
equally. Roshan
Patel, a US citizen
and an Overseas
Citizen of India
(OCl) cardholder,
arrived in Delhi on
Sept 11, 2024, and
found her bag
missing. It was later
found and deposited
at the airport's lost
and found
department. After
retrieving the bag,
she found the cash
missing and filed a
complaint in the
matter, police said.
CCTV footage
showed Kumar and
Chand handling the
bag suspiciously,
they said.

The accused later
told police that
Kumar discovered
the money while
transferring the bag
and convinced
Chand to steal it. To
cover the crime,
they deleted the
cash entry from the
system and
exchanged the
money in
Connaught Place. pi
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Adaniairports cross 6.8m
DigiYatra transactions:
Adani Airports Holdings
Limited integrated Manga-
furu and Thiruvananthapu-
ram airports into the
DigiYatra initiative, comple-
ting the rollout across all
seven AAHL-operated
airports. Jeet Adani, direc-
tor, AAHL, said, “Since Aug
2023, DigiYatra adoption
spared, with some airports
recording 37% usage in a
single day."
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8 exotic animals seized at
Chennai airport, 2 flyers held

Chennai: Customs sleuths
seized eight exotic animals,
three of them dead, from two
flyers who arrived at the city
airport from Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia. The seized animals
include four Eastern Grey
Gibbons — two of which were
dead. The other animals were
two marbled polecats, a sil-
very lutung, both vulnerable
in conservation status, and a
dead Sumatran white-beard-
ed palm civet.

The fMyers were intercept-
ed on March 7. The duo con-
cealed the animals in ventilat-

ed boxes in their check-in lug-
gage, Officers of Wildlife
Crime  Control Bureau
(WCCB) visited the airport
and identified the species. The
dead animals were incinerat-
ed, while the others were fed
well before being deported to
Malaysia. Inquiries showed
the arrested flyers are part of
a smuggling cartel bringing
in exotic species from abroad
to supply the pet trade. Police
produced both the suspects
before Alandur court, which
remanded them in judicial
custody. T
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8 exotic animals seized
at Chennai airport,
two flyers arrested

o e NN Times News NeTwonrk
. 1 -

ustoms sleuths at
Chennai airport
have selzed eight
exotic animals
three of them dead from two flvers
who arrived from Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia. The seized animals in-
cluded four Eastern Grey Gibbons
an endangered species protected
under the Convention on Interna-
tional Trade in Endangered Spe-
cies of Wild Fauna and Flora two
af them dead, The other animals
were two marbled polecats, a
silvery lutung both vulnerable in
conservation status and a dead
Sumatran white-bearded
palm civet,

The flvers, who
reached Chennai on a
Malaysian Airlines

« | fight, were intercepted
based on informationon
March 7. The animals

were hidden in ventilated
boxes in the check-in lug-
gage. Wildlife Crime Control
Bureau (WCCB) officers visited
the airport and identified the species
with their scientific names. The

- dead animals were safely in-

cinerated, while the oth-
ers were fed well
before

e

The Animals Were Hidden In Ventilated Boxes
WS ., x "
)

SEIZED: Marbled polecat, silvery
lutung, eastern grey gibbons,
Sumatran white-bearded palm civet

ing departed to Malaysia. Inquiries
showed the arvested flvers were part
of a smugpling cartel bringing ex-
otic species from abroad to supply
the pet trade. Both were remanded
in judicial custody:

While Chennai was onee a hub
for illegal pet trade due to its proxim.
ity to countries such as Malaysiaand
Thailand, smugglers of late have
started bringing in wildlife into the *
country via different airports due to
intensified checking at Chennai
Customs sleuths recently seized six
black-collared starlings from a fiyer
from Malaysia, after which vigil was
tightened, as sleuths believed smug-
glers were testing if Chennai airport
remains tough for their trade,
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Spicelet MD Ajay
Singh sells nearly 1%
stake for 52 crore

AJAY SINGH, ONE of the
promoters and MD of Spicelet,
on Thursday divested nearly 1%
stake in the budget airline far
252 crore through an open
market transaction

FE BUREAU/AGEMCIES
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Two air passengers arrested for
bid to smuggle exotic animals

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Chennai Customs officials
recently arrested two pas-
sengers at the Chennai air-
port and rescued five exot-
ic animals from them.

Based on information,
the customs officials inter-
cepted two passengers
from Kuala Lumpur and
found exotic animals in
their baggage.

Three of the exotic ani-
mals in their possession
were dead.

Species identified

Officials of the Wildlife
Crime Control Bureau
identiied the species
found in the baggage as a
Silvery Lutung (Silvered
Leaf Monkey), a dead Su-
matran White Beard Palm
Civet, two Marbled Pole
Cats, and Eastern Grey Gib-

bons (two dead and two
alive). The two passengers
were arrested under the
Customs Act and sent to
judicial custody by the Cus-
toms officials.

Animals rescued

The rescued animals were
given food and water, and
returned to the country of
their origin, a press release
from Chennai Customs
said.
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Ajay Singh sells
nearly 1% stake
in SpiceJet

Mew Defti: Ay Singh, one of
the promoters and MD of
Spicejer, has divested neary |
percent stakeinthe budset air-
lime far B 52 crope thnoughan
open market transaction. PT
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Promoter Ajay Singh sells nearly
1% stake in Spicejet for 352 crore

NEW DELHI: Ajay Singh. one
af the promoters and MD of
Spicelet. on Thursday divested
nearly | per cent stake in the
budget airline for Bs 52 crore
through an open market
transaction.

According to the bulk deal
data on the BSE, Afay Singh sold
over 1.15 crore shares, amount-
ing to a 0.9 per cent stake in
Gurugram-based Spicefet.

The shares were disposed of
at an average price of Rs 45.34,
taking the transaction value to
Bs 5231 crore: After the stake
sale, Singh's holding in Spice-
Jet has come down to 22 per

cent from 22 90 per cent. Also,

the combined sharcholding of

promoters and promoter group
of the company has declined
to 28.23 per cent from 29.13

per cent.

Dretails of the buyer(s) of

Spicelets shares could not be
ascertained on the exchange.
Shares of Spicelet on Thursday
declined 6.38 per cent to close
at Rs 4548 apiece on the BSE.

Earlier, the budget airline

was facing a fresh round of

troubles as three Ireland-based
aircraft lessors and a former
pilat filed insolvency pleas in
NCLT against the budget car-

rier, daiming defaults. Three les-
sors - NGF Alpha, NGF Genests
and NGF Charlie - filed peti-
tions under Section 9 of IBC,
seeking initiation of insabvency
]:rmcn:eding; against Spicelet
claiming dues totalling $12.68
million {2bout Rs 110 crore).
Later, the company darified
that during the proceedings of
MCLT, it sought some time to
resolve the matter as settlement
talks were going on. Last month,
Spicefet reported a profit after
tax of Rs 26 crore for the three
months ended December 2024,
helped by overall m1pruvcd

pcrtarm.am:e
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Riyadh Air eyes tieups
with Air India, IndiGo

New Delhi: Rivadh Air, which
plans to start commercial
flights this year, will explore
partnerships with Air India
and IndiGo, the Saudi Arabian
carrier's CEO Tony Douglas
said on Wednesday, describing
the Indian subcontinent as a
“super important” market.
With ambitious plans to
connect Saudi Arabia to over
100 destinations globally by
2030, Rivadh Air has already
entered into partnerships
with various global carriers,
including Singapore Airlines,
Turkish Airlines, Virgin At-
lantic, and Delta Air Lines.
Riyadh Air, which will be
the second national carrier of
Saudi Arabia after Saudia, will

TAKING OFF

have wide-body B787-9 Dream-
liners and narrow-body A321
neos in its fleet. It will also
have extra wide-body B777Xs
or A350-1000s.

At a select media brief-
ing in the national capital on
Wednesday, Douglas said the
Indian subcontinent is “super
super important” and that the
airline will explore pariner-
ships with Air India and Indi-
Go. rm
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IndiGo to start
direct Krabi flights
on March 30

Times News NETWoORK

Bengaluru: IndiGo is ex-
panding its international
network by launching daily
direct flights between Beng-
aluru and Krabi, Thailand,
starting March 30.

The new route is expec-
ted to enhance connectivity
to one of Thailand’s most-
picturesque beach destina-
tions, offering travellers a
seamless travel experience,
theairline said.

Bengaluru will be the se-
cond Indian city tohavea di-
rect flight to Krabi after
Mumbai. T
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