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Telcos’ body
flags denial of
RoW nod by
Navi Mumbai
Airport

Press Teast of Indis
Huw Doy

Telcns® body COAL on Toes-
dav souggitt the Telecom De
partment’s (DaT} intereen
tion over alleged denminl of
right of way (RoW") permis-
siom and slammed the im-
position ol exclisive n-
butkling velecom  arrange-
mepns and infrasracnee h:,'
the Navi Mumbal Encerna-
tiomal A (MMIALY

lnlmu the Telecom
Spcretary, COAD said DnT's
intervention is critical boocn-
sire ddherence 10 the stat-
utory RoW framework, pre-
servation  of  competitive
neutraliry, and to prevent in-
convenience 0 CONSINETS
anul prisssengers using th air-
pors facilitles

THI SEEK NOD

In telecom parlance, Right of
Way (Ro'W') defines the naless
and rights with regand to de
plovment and operation. of
lelbecom  infrastructure by
serviog prondders on puhlic
andl private property.

COAT aid (s member
telecom  service  providers
([ THPs), Imclnding Bharti Adr-
tel, Heliance Jio Infocomm
amd Vodafone 1den, had ap-
proached NMIAL secking re-
fuisite approvals o deply
their  own  oetworks 10
prowide 4G snd S0 oon
necinity inairport premises.

“Horwener, NBMLAL bas de-
chined 1o grant the tecessary
permissons,” COALalleged.
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Chennai airport scores

EYNERGY IN ACTION. Optimal resource utilisation and
coordimation among stakehodders help I:i'mrl:,.- departures

(—
Ancesh Phadnis
Mumba

Chennai airport has topped
in punctuality among  the
metros for three months ina
row  (September-  Novem:
ber), nccording to the Direct-
orate General of Givil Avi:
ation (DOGCA) datn.

Bengaluru airport took the
lead in July and August after
the civil sviation regulator
started publishing airport-
wise OTP figures in i1
monthly traffic bulletin
Chennni girport  registered
on Time performance af 91.6
per cent (September), 914
per cent (October) and 86.4
per cent { Novermber ), DGOA
data shivw.

The capacity congtrainad
Mumbai mirport lagged in
punciuality rankings for all
the five months. The airport-
wise ranking considers the
on-thme performance of Alli-

ance Air, the Air India group,
Akasa  Air, IndiGo  and
Splcelet.

According to an Afrport
Authority Er India official,
optimum wtilisatien of avall-
able resources and effective
coordination with all stake
holders is helping In tmely
departures. Use of 20 bar-
code scanners ot entry gakes
& making erminal acoeds
smoother for pnssengers. Ef-
forts are also being made to
decongest the check-in area
a1 the terminals, e added,

On Tuesday, Mumbai ais-
port nnounced opening of a
new taxiway that will facilit-
ate edocation of overall tasxd

high on punctuality

time for pircrafis, improve
arrival and departure flow
during peak hours and thus
improve airline on-time per-
formance. Bengaluro sirport
didn't respond to a guery,

FEWER FLIGHTS

While these measures are
helping  fAight punctualicy,
Chenmal also performs bet-
ter becawse it handies fewer
fMights compared 1w other
metros [with the exceprion
of Kolkata). Also, it sees
fewer weather-relaned delays
or disruptions compared to
airports in North India, such
a8 Delhi, or even Bengaluru.

On an average, 408 daily
flight movements are sched-
uled ar Chennai in Decem
ber, sccording to sviation
analytics firm Clriuem, Thizis
i per cent lower on a year-
on-vear basls. 'The alrport 8
handling 425475 move-
ments  daily, including
charuers,

At Chenmai, Hyderabad
and Kolkata, over 60 per cent
af all scheduled flights are
operated by IndiGo.  In-
dustry executives =y Indi-
Go's en-time performance
greatly influences an air-
port’s record.

Alrlines factor kn aspects
such. as airport infrastmoc-
ture, parking bay ovailsbility
and on-ground congestion
while preparing fight sched-
ules. “Given that Chenmal
handles fewer flights com-
parest to other metros, the
pressure on infrastructure is
lower and hence it scores
better on punctuality,” an
alFporT executive said.
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AVIATION INDUSTRY STAKEHOLDERS ON DIVERGENT PATHS

Adani Calls for More Flying Rights,
Eyes More Traffic at its Airports

Air India, IndiGo remain cautious, reiterate competition from West Asia rivals
Sky with Limits

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: The Adanl Group s
pushing the Centre to grant addi
tional fying rights to pirlines ns
the Infrastructure conglomernte
seels to boost traffic at iseight air
ports, whers it is investing billions
of dollors to upgrade terminals
and runwavs

The stance runs counter to that
of Indin's two bigpest airlines Ta
ta-owned Air India and IndiGo
which want New Delhi to be can-
tious with opening the local skies
tooverseas airlines. Alr Indin has
sald that doing so would expose
the carrier to what it has descri
bed as ‘unfair competition’ from
cash-rich carriers in West Asia

Adani Alrports Holdings, which

runs eight airports, has urged the
Centre to start negotiations with
UAE. Saudi Arabin, Gatar, Singapo-
re, Indonesia, and Malavsia, among
others, for increasing Nying rightls,
The group, which opened the new
alrport ot Navi Mumbal to com-
mercial traffic on Christmas Day;
told the governiment last month
that allow ing more capacity would
allow India’s financial capital to
bircome a global aviamtion hub, do
cumenis reviewed by ET showed.
The Adani Group plans to spend
$11.1 hillion on terminals,
runways and aircraft
handling [acilitios
[ILI,‘i.F-I'l'lPJ"r LS| H'““ Il"h, tl}
2030, Jeet Adanl, director at Ada-
nl Adrport Hold ings recently sald.

Allocation on Reciprocal Basis s 14

Adani stepping | Says limited
up investments = Mights rajse
for airport PRSSENEEr
upgrades fares
I.n'gesgfeﬂ to | Alrindia,
negotia IndiGo oppose
fying rights | rapid sky
with LIAE, liperalisation
Saudi Arabla,

tar S Govt policy
Qatar, Spore forith

Indian airlines

F 11

Allocation on Reciprocal Basis

»+From Pagel

“This will beacriminnl wasteof assels be-
img budlt by nirports and penalising the In
dian customers who will have to pay hig-
her prices dus to lack of flights,” an Adani
Group official said, referring tothe invest-
ments, “Increasing access and options for
passengers is a crucial nspect of transfor-
ming Indinn airports into global hubs, and
that should not just depend on when Indi-
an airlines are ready to compete.”

Both the companies didn't respond io
ET s queries on the subject.

International ying rights are allocated
an a bilateral reciprocal basis. Sinee nssu
ming power In 204, successive govern
ments [ed by Narendra Modi have token a
hawkish stance over extending fying
rights to international aifines, primarily
those Mrom West Asia

This, the povernment said, was to protect
Indian aidines and to convert local alrports
imto transit habs like Dubad and Changl, In
M6, in its Mational Clvil Aviation Policy
Inekin framed the guldelines saying that un-

L less the utilisation from the Indi-

an side reaches 80%, additional
flving rights would not be gran-
ted Lo oversons carriers

CAPACITY CONSTRAINTS

Due to such a stance by the government,
overseas airlines have boen unable to de-
ploy additional capacity despite an expo-
nential growth intraffic, leading to a spike
in alr teket prices. For instance, the last
increase In seats for Dubal was In 2014,
While both Indian carriers and those from
theotherside, suchas Emirates and Flydu-

bal, have exhausted their rights, the go-
vernment hasn't vet allowed an increase.

India’s reluctance is due to the [ikely
threat of passengermigration tocash-rich
Gull alrlines, which would press into ser
viee thelr large wide-bodled alrerall In-
ventories to flv travellers to Europe and
North America via their home bases —
Dubai, Abu Dhabior Doha,

“For some of the other carriers, more
than 70% of traffic they are carrying from
Indin is transiting and going somewhore
else. So, | firmly believe that it's in India's
interests to make sure the pace of Iibwrali-
sation is such that it doesn't undereut in-
vesiments being made by Indian entities,”
Air India CEOQ Campbell Wilson recently
said in o publicevent

This, however risks invesiments undertn-
ken by airportslike the Adani Groupfor bu
ildinenew runwaysand terminals, asthere
are noaggressiveexpansion plans from the
Indian carriers Alr India or IndiGo.
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TELCOS' BODY,
ADANI-OWNED
NAVI MUMBAI
AIRPORT CLASH
OVER RoW ISSUE

Prss Trust Of India

lefters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Telcos' body COAT
on Tuesday sought Telecom
Department's intervention over
alleged denlal of Right of Way
(RoW) permission as well as
higher charges at the Navi Mum-
bal International Airport, evok-
ing a strong response from the
Adani Group-owned airport,
which rejected the claims and
asserted that it will not give in to
“cartelisation” on rates.

In a letter to the Telecom Sec-
retary, the Cellular Operators
Association of India (COAT) said
that the Department of Telecom-
munications’ intervention is crit-
ical to ensure adherence to the
starutory RoW framework, pres-
ervation of competitive neutral-
ity, and to prevent inconven-
ience to consumers and passen-
gers using the airport facilities.

(OOAT said its member telecoim
service providers, [ncluding
Bhartl Alrtel. Reliance Jio Info-
comm and Vodafone Idea, had
approached Navi Mumbai Inter-
national Alrport Lid (NMIAL)
seeking requisite approvals o
deploy their own telecom net-
works, Including in-building
solutions (1BS) infrastructure, to
provide seamless 4G and 5G
connectivity within the airport.
"However, contrary o the sta-
tory framework under the Tele-
communications Act, 2023 and
the RoW Rules 2024, NMIAL has
declined to grant the necessary
permissions,” COAl alleged.

In a strongly-worded state-
ment, NMIA sald the 1BS infra-
structure for mobile network
was procured and installed after
multiple discussions with indi-
vidual TSPs, and In fact, govern-
ment-owned BSNL is already In
the advanced phase of testing for
the use of IBS at the alrport.

"Owing to the delay by other
TSPS, NMIA Is providing free,
high-speed wi-fi services re-iter-
ating ifs commitment o provide
high-speed connectivity to all the
passengers.

“We are rigorously following
up with T5Ps to conclude the
discussions. We welcome indi-
vidual TSPs to discuss and mut-
ally agree on rates. However, we
will not give in to any carteliza-
tion in this regard,” NMIA said in
the statement.
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INBRIEF

L. Murugan urges Union govt.

to rename Tuticorin airport

Union Minister of State L. Murugan has urged the
Union government to rename Tuticorin Airport
as Thoothukudi Airport, in line with the city’s
official Tamil name. In a letter to Union Minister
for Civil Aviation K. Ram Mohan Naidu, Mr.
Murugan said the demand reflected a
long-standing public sentiment. He said
Thoothukudi was a historically and economically
significant district, known for its ancient port,
maritime trade, salt production, fisheries, and
growing industrial activity. Renaming the airport,
he said, would honour the city’s heritage, reflect
its cultural identity, and align with the
government’s emphasis on promoting Indian
languages. He also cited Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s initiatives to promote Tamil language and
culture, and requested the Ministry Civil Aviation
to consider the proposal.
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SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS LIKELY IN REAL ESTATE SECTOR

Noida, Gr Noidalook
at Jewar airport,
infraboostin 2026

Saman Husain
Nolda, December 30

AS2025drawstoaclose, Nolda
isset for one of its largest infra-
structure expansions in recent
years, fueled by the opening of
the long-awaited Nolda Inter-
national Airport at Jewar. The
alrport has sparked a serles of
development projects along the
Yamuna Expressway corridor.
Speaking to The Indian Ex-
press, Shallendra Kumar Bha-
tia, Nodal Officer of the alrport
project, sald, "Development of
Noida International Alrpori is
complete and the process of is-
suing the acrodrome license is
underway.” While Initially, the
alrport will open with one un-
way and an annual passenger
capacity of around 1.2 crore, in
the long-term, It is set to be
spread over 11,730 acres_ featur-
ing five runways, and handling
up to 30 crore passengers an-
nually - making it one of the
biggest alrports globally.
Currently, agricultural fields
and village settlements sur-
round the alrpart. though the
appreach from Noida and
Greater Nolda shows increasing
real estate activity. Workon pro-
jects like the extension of Re-
gional Rapid Transit System rail
links to Delhi and the airport, ks
alsoslated to begin next year.
The Yamuna Expressway In-
dustrial Development Authority
{YEIDA) s focusing on develop-
ing the area around the airport
intoa large manufacturing hub
as an extension of Noida, par-
ticularly targetine industries.
Several industrial units
have received approval to start
work, Including Pine Valley
Venture Pyt Ltd for readymade
garments, Deki Electronics for
passive electronic components,
NWeenjas Electricity Pvt Lid for
electric vehicle chargers and
LED panels, Escort Kubota for
tractor manufacturing, Minda

Thi Noida International Airport is expected to be one of the biggest
airports in the world in the long term. n.e

Corporation for wiring har-
nesses, as well as solar power
players like SAEL Solar P6 and
Amber Enterprises India.
Electronics and semicon-
ductor manufacturers like Adi-
tech Semiconductors, Dixon

ofthe pending projectsare grad-
ually being executed now and
Insolvency is also reaching its
final end. So, weshould seea
boom in construction happern-
ing in the coming year..”
Major residential projects

Technologies, and Ascent KCir-  slated forcompletion included
cunitarealsosetto startoper-  Nirala Greenshire Phase I1 in
atonsnear theairport. The Elec-  Noida Extension, North Eve in
tric Vehicles Manufacturers Nolda Sector 74 and Godre|
Welfare Trust is fo- Tropical Isle in
hictes and compa | NEWINTHE | Onecon
nents, and Havells NEW mercial tower in
India & bringing Nolda Sector16B s
consumer goods YEAR also set for comple-
manufacturing to tion.

the maAmcri:ling 2026 Mer, several
to YEIDA officials, | previously-stalled
these ATE BX- residential projects
pected tobe completedin 2026, of Unitech, JP Group, Amra-

While basic amenities in
Jewar are still limited, they are
zet to improve: a 100-bed
trauma centre and mult-
speciality hospital isunder con-
struction near the alrport.

On the real estate front,
2026 is set to see significant
progress after 2025 was marked
by stalled projects and insol-
vency Issues. Realestate lawyer
Chaitanyzshil Privadarshi of Mi-
mansa Law Offices said, "This
vearwnas not good when it came
to real estate project handovers
In Nolda as most were stuck in
insolvency. But for2026, therels
an exhauvstive list of projects that
are close to completion... Mary

pall, and Supertech are ex-
pected to resume of complete
construction by 2026-27 follow-
Ing court interventions. Super-
nova, a key Supertech project -
planned to be the tallest tower
inDelhi-NCR - isclose tocom-
pletion after the Supreme Court
lifted its insolvency stams,
Work on expansion of the
Metro network, which include
three new extensions, are
slated tostam in 2026, Also, land
has been allotred by YEIDA for
the Employees’ State Insurance
Corporation’s (ESIC) medical
college near Jewar, as part of
ESIC's plan to establish 10 new
medical colleges nationwide.
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Mumbai exporters may reroute
air cargo through Delhi, B'luru

AT T A

clipsali byt hasFl hvermint coem
MUMBAI

aharashira-based
exporiers may
reroule air cargo

through Delhi or Bengaluru
following a proposed
10-month suspension  of
freighter operations at Muom
bt airport, an industry body of
air carpo agents swid, adding
that the new Navi Munmbai air-
port isnot vet aviable alterna-
tive for internaticnal cirgo.

“Exporterswhoare alresdy
under pressure from tanffs (US
tarifls) will face a sharp and
significant increase inoperal
ing expenses,” said Vikram
Bumar, vice president of Air
Cargo Apents Association of
Inadia (ACAAL, a mational body
for the air cargo industry.
“Thiscould force exporters o
shift carpo to Delhi or Bengra-
i atrports, which muy prove
cheaper than operating out of
Navi Mumbai.”

Alfreighteraircralfl, orcargo
plane, carrices goods instead of
PASSENEErs.

IFfreighiter operations menve
ot of Mumbai, cargocapacity

Freighter shutdown at Mumbai
airport has been proposed. W

will shrink sharply, pushing up
air fredght rates, Kumar said.
Shipping from Navi Mumbai
worald also be more expensive
asthe airport haslimited cargo
fregshters and no international
passenger fights, reducing
availablbe bedly space and creat
ing supply constraints.

In contrast, Delhi operates
under an open sky policy,
allowing a higher number of
cargo flighis,

As a result, freight rates
there are likely to remain more
stalde.

Exporiers can move goods
domestically from Mumbei to

Delhi at a fraction of interma-
tional freight costs, and then
ship them overseas more
cheaply, humaradded.

The concern stems froom
operational limitations at Navi
Murmibai Intermational Airpon.
Though cleared to handle
witle-body aircraft, intermna-
tional passenger fights have
niotvel bepun, and underbelly
cargo from such Mights is criti
cal to making freight oper
tions economically viable,
Kumiarsaid.

In an emailed response to
Mn's queries, an Adani Air
port Holdings Lid spokesper-
son said, “We have consist
ently engaged with stakehold
ers and regulators regarding
the strtegic infrastruciure
uperrades at Chhatrapati Shiv
aji Maharaj Intermational Air-
port (CSMIAL._With interna
tional Right operations at Navi
Mumbai Internstional Airport
(NMIA) set to commence
before the scheduled airside
wors at CSMLA, we are confi
dent about Facilitating the
transition for the cargo
freighters.”

For an exvtended version of
Heis xtory, o fo livemint.com.
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Al Express pilot
arrested after 1GI
Airport assault

PRAJYOT DEOGHARE

NEW DELHI: An Air India
Express pilot has been arrested
by the Delhi Police for allegedty
physically assaulting a passen-
ger al the Indira Gandhi Inter-
national (IGI) Atrport in Delhi.

According 1o the police,
the complainant, identified as
Ankit Dewan, had posted on
X i:laiminj._:‘ he was assaulted,
which prompted the police
to take cognisance of the
matter evien before a formal
complaint was filed.

No complaint was initially
lodged either by Dewan or by
the airline with the concerned
police station. The malter came
1o the notice of the depariment
only after Dewan’s social media
post began dreulating online.

The police said they had
clarified that appropriate legal
action would be initiated once a

wrilten complaint was received
from the alleged victim.

Subsequently, a formal
complaint was received via
email from Dewan. Follow-
ing this, an FIR was regis-
tered under relevant sections
of law and an investigation was
launched.

Police said the complainant
was called to record a detatled
staternent, and his medical
examination was also facili-
tated as part of the evidence-

I.._ — aap}ﬂhb vy

» Police said they had
darified that appropri-

ate legal action would
be initiated once o

written complaint was
received from the victim
¢ Subsequently, a formal
complaint was received
via emall from Dewan.
# Following this, an FIR
was registered under
relevant sections of law

gall'n:r'mg process. Statements
of other relevant individuals are
being recorded, officials added.

As part of the pml:u:, ves-
tigators collected CCTV foot-
age from the airport terminal
and other locations linked

to the incident.

Police confirmed that the
accused pilot was also sum-
moned for questioning during
the inquiry. Based on the find-
ings and available evidence, the
pilot was arrested a few days
ago, officials said,

The police emphasised that
the tnvestigation is being con-
ducted strictly on the merits
of the case and on the basis af
available evidence.

They added that informa-
tion woild be shared with the
public as and when possible,
provided it does not compro-
mise the outcome of the inves-
tigation. Further examination
of CCTV lootage, witness
staterments and documentary
records is ongoing,

The incident has drawn
public attention as it emerged
through social media rather
than the routine law-and-order

reparting mechanism. Police
clarified that while social media
posts can alert authorities, tor-
mal action is initiated only after
a complaint is received.

Air India Express has not
tssued any formal statement
on the matier so far. Police
said further details regarding
the allegations or the eircum-
stances leading to the arrest
would be shared after key
aspects of the investigation are
completed.
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Dense fog disrupts flights, over
118 cancelled at IGI Airport

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delhi

Dense fog blanketed Delhi
early Tuesday, causing visi-
bility to drop sharply in
several areas which led to
large-scale flight cancella-
tions and delays at Indira
Gandhi International (IGI)
Airport. As of around 9.30
am, a total of 118 flights had
been cancelled, while over
200 flights were delayed. At
least 18 flights were also
diverted, officials said.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD}) had
issued a ‘yellow' alert for the
city till 9 am in view of the
fog. According to the
weather office, visibility at
safdarjung stood at 100
metres at 7.30 am, which
improved to 200 metres by
£.30 am. At Palam, moderate
fog was observed with visi-
bility registered around 300
metres at 8.30 am, it added.

An official said 60 arrivals
and 58 departures were can-

celled while 16 flights were
diverted at the airport. The
Indira Gandhi International
Airport (IGIA), operated by
DIAL, handles around 1,300
flights daily.

Against the backdrop of
fog and low visibility condi-
tions, the civil aviation min-
istry on Tuesday said airlines
have been instructed to
strictly comply with passen-
ger facilitation norms.

These include “"timely
flight information, meals for
delayed passengers, rebook-
ing or refunds in case of
cancellations, no denial of
boarding after timely

check-in, baggage facilita-
tion and prompt grievance
redressal”. Information from
flight tracking website
Flightradar24.com showed
that 130 flights were delayed
on Tuesday morning at the
airport and the average
delay time for departures
was around 28 minutes. In
a post on X in the morning,
Delhi International Airport
Ltd (DIAL) said all Rlight oper-
ations continue as normal
and flights that are not CAT
Il compliant may get affect-
ed. CAT lll compliance allows
pilots to operate flights in
low visibility conditions.
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Densefogcovers Delhi, 118 flights cancelled

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
New Delhi, 30 Dece mber

Dense fog continued to
envelope the national capital
during the early hours on
Tuesday, affecting arrivals and
departures of Aights at Delhi's
Indira Gandhi International
Alrport.

Visibility dropped as low
as 50meters at Palam, impacting
the landing of flights.

A total of 134 flights were
affected in the early hours,
including 118 cancellations
and 16 diversions. Among
these, 60 arrivals and 58
departures hadto be cancelled.

In its advisory for the
passengers, the Ministry of
Civil Aviation stated, "Amid
prevailing fog and low-visibility
conditions impacting flights
in parts of Northern India,

The Statesman

passengers are advised to
proactively checkflight status,
remain in contact with their
airlines and allow extra travel
time."

"Airlines have been instructed
tostricthy comply with passenger
facilitation norms, including
timely flightinformation, meals
for delayed passengers, rebooking
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or refunds in caseof cancellations,
no denial of boarding after
timely check-in, baggage
fadilitation and prompt grievance
redressal,” the advisory added.

The ministry assured
passengers that it remains
committed to their safety,
comvenience and well-being,
and is closely monitoring the

situation.

Meanwhile, the visibility
wasthelowest between 0000
hours to 0230 hours, as per
the weather agency.

In its advisory to the
passengers on Tuesday moming,
Delhi airport said that, "All
flight operations continue as
nomal at Delhi Airport, flights

that are not CAT I compliant
may get affected.”

During dense fog conditions,
thestandard landing procedure
is switched to CAT-II mode,
allowing compliant flights to
land amid low visibility.

According to the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD), thereis a likelihood of
dense fog on Wednesday
morning. The Regional
Meteorological Centre, New
Delhi, predicted moderate fog
at many places in the city,
with dense fog at isolated
lncations during the morning
hours.

A commuter who travels
for work from Noida to Delhi
told the news agency that
visibility on the road was
affected due to fog, while
people drove cautiously with

the blinkers on.
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Over 30 flights
affected at
city airport

Ahmedabad: Departures
and arrivals of at least 30
flights were affected due to
operational and airtraffic-re-
lated constraints at Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel Interna-
tional Airport on Monday,
According to airport so-
urces, departures to key do-
mestic and international
destinations — including
Bangkok, Dubai, Delhi,
Mumbai, Bengaluru, Kolka-
ta, Jaipur, Chandigarh, Ko
chi, Bhubaneswar, Guwaha-
ti, Dehradun and Belagavi —
were impacted through the
day Several sectors, particu-
larly Delhi, Mumbai and
Bengaluru, witnessed multi-
ple delayed departures, indi-
cating cascading effects on
aircraft rotations. Arrivals
from cities such as Mumbai,
Bengaluru, Delhi, Dehradun
and Bangkok were also affec-
ted, with passengers repor-
ting extended waiting times
and rescheduled landings.
Adding to the disruption,
an IndiGo Srinagar-Ahmed-
abad flight was diverted to
Delhi. The flight, scheduled
todepart Srinagar at 10.50am
and arrive in Ahmedabad at
1.05pm, had not reached the
city at the time of reporting.
Airlines cited weather dis-
ruptions and poor visibility
in northern India as contri-
buting factors for delays. mn
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Pilot arrested
for assaulting

passenger at
IGIA, gets bail

Devanshi.Mehta
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The off-duty Air
India Express pilot, accused
of assaulting a passenger at
the Indira Gandhi Internatio-
nal(1GI) Airport’s Terminal 1,
wasarrested, daysafter thein-
cident sparked outrage on so-
cial media and prompted a
govt-ordered probe. The pilot
was released on bail the same
day as his arrest, Delhi Police
said on Tuesday.

Captain  Virender Sejwal
was arrested following a probe
into the incident that occurred
on Dec 19, when he allegedly as-
saulted Ankit Dewan, who was
travelling with his family, said
police. He was booked under
sections 115 (voluntarily eau-
singhurt), 126 (wrongfulrestra-
int)and 351 (criminal intimida-
tion) of BNS.

Deputy commissioner of
police (IGI) Vichitra Veer said
CCTV footage was collected
and statements were recorded
during the investigation.
“The accused was called for
questioning and arrested a
few days ago. Since the offen-
ces are bailable, he was gran-
ted bail on the same day,” the
DCP added.

According to police, the al-
tercation took place near the
staff entry gate at Terminal 1.
Dewan, who was travelling
with children, was allegedly
directed by CISF personnel to
usethestaff entry gate. Capta-
in Sejwal, who was “deadhea-
ding” to Bengaluru to operate
another flight, was also using
the same gate,

An argument reportedly
brokeout when Dewan questio-
ned the airline crew members
moving ahead in the gueue.
Theverbal exchange escalated,
and the pilot allegedly assaul-
ted the passenger. CISF person-
nel intervened and separated
the two, Police said Dewan was
asked at the airport whether he
wanted to file a complaint but
he declined it in writing at the
time and continued his jour-
ney with his family. The pilot
also proceeded with his travel.

However, after reaching his
destination, Dewan shared de-
tails of the incident on social
media, alleging that he was
physically assaulted, left blee-
ding and had to seek medical at-
tention. He also claimed that
his young daughter had been
traumatised by the incident.

Following the incident, De-
wan posted regular updates on
socialmedia platform X, deman-
ding that the CCTV footage be
released and made public.

Taking serious note of the
matter, the ministry of civil av-
iation ordered a probe and di-
rected Air India Express to gro-
und the pilot with immediate
effect. Reports were sought
from the Bureau of Civil Avia-
tion Security and the Central
Industrial Security Force,

Condemning the incident,
Air India Express siated,
“Appropriate disciplinary ac-
tion will be initiated based on
the findings of the probe.”
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1181lights cancelled, 16 diverted due to lowvisibility

Around 1001trains running behind schedule, passengershit

TriBUNE NEWSs SERVICE

NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 30
As many as 118 flights were
cancelled, while 16 were

remain in touch with air-
lines for the latest updates
and to factor in extra time
for airport procedures.
“Due to prevailing fog

diverted at the Delhi Air- conditions on  Tuesday,
port on Tuesday morning visibility levels across
due to prevailing fog condi | Northern India Thave

tions. Several trains were
running behind schedule
due to poor visibility,

Apcording to the India
Meteorological Depart-
ment, visibility at the IGI
Airport in Palam dropped to
50 meters at 5:30 am. It sub-
sequently improved to 300
meters at §:30 am.

As per Railway officials,
nearly 100 trains were
running behind schedule
due to poor visibility, pri-
marily in the northern
part in the country.

The Airport Authority of
India { AAT) issued an advi-
sory on Tuesday warning

of possible flight delays at
the select airports in the
Northern India due to

Poor visibility at the 1G] Airport runway due to dense fog, in New Delhi on Tuesday. ax1vIDED GRAE

reduced visibility
In a post on X, the AAT

urged

passengers

to

reduced at select airports.
This may impact flight
operations, including pos-
sible delays. Passenpgers
are advised to stavin close
contact with their respec-
tive airlines through offi-
cial communication chan-
nels for latest flight
updates. Travellers should
also plan their journeys
accordingly by allowing
additional time for airport
arrival and check-in pro-
cedures,” said the Airport
Authority of India.
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HAL'’s Dhruv takes flight, Naidu
calls it symbol of India’s power

Bengaluru, Dec. 30:
Markinga rm[wmw in the
country's indigenous asro-
space manufacturing, the
next generation, multi-role
civil helicopter Dhruv NG,
billed as an alternative
to imported light twin-
engine helicopters, made

Its maiden fNight on
Tuesday here.
Unlon minister Ram

Mohan MNaidu flagged off
the HAL-made helicoptor
and called it a symbol of
the country's capability
The minister also per-
formed aarti and partici
pated in the puja before
the flight inaugural cere-

mony

Designed and manufac
turedl by Hindustan
Asronautics Limited

(HAL) to meet the require-
ments of the civil aviation
market, the helicopter
boasts of modern leatures
in terms of ride quality as
well as safety, according to
officials, It includes a
world-class civil-certified
glass cockplt and a mod-

A Dhruv-NG helicopter during its inaugural flight in
Bengaluru on Tuesday.

ern avionies sulte for
superior situational
awareness, they sajd.
Dhruv NG, a sophisticat.
ed 55tonne, light twin-
engine helicopter engi-
neered to  master the
diverse and demanding
requirements of  the
Indlan terrain is specifi-
cally upgraded to meet the
rigorous demands of the
global eivil aviation mar
kat, they said.

Addressing a gathering

—PTI

after witnessing the inaw-
gural flight, Naidu said
the event marked a "very
important milestone in
Indian aviation history™
and congratulated the
entire HAL workforee,
from designers and engi-
neers (o technicians, for
the achlevement.

He said HAL had long
functioned like a bicycle
with one dominant
wheel —defence, but was
now evolving into a bal-

anced organisation riding
on two equal wheels
defence and civil aviation.

“This is an especially
prowd moment for me as
the civil aviation minis-
ter,” he sald, adding that
the development reflected
India’s growing confi-
dence In Indigenous aero-
space manufacturing.

He emphasised that the
Dhruv-NG was not just a
machine but a symbaol of
India’s capability, confi-
dence and commitment to

Aatmanirbhar Bharat
(sell-reliant India).
Mr {aldu  recalled

inspecting the aircraft at
Aero India earller this
yvear and expressed satis-
faction that the long.
awaited Inaugural flight
had been completed with
in a year

Before its takeoff from
HAL here, the minlster
joined the pilot in the
cockpit to gain first hand
insight Into the hell-
copter's advanesd systoms
and leatures. T
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Air turbulence

025 has been the most turbulent year in India’s avia-

tion history, the travails being compounded by two

catastrophic events — the deadly Air India crash at

Ahmedabad in June 2025 of a London bound plane
that sparked safety fears and led to calls for thorough in-
vestigation, and the IndiGo fiasco of December 2025, when
India’s largest carrier faced chaos after struggling with
new Flight Duty Time Limitation (FDTL) rules, and was
forced to cancel thousands of flights! Not surprisingly, the
aviation ministry has reacted to the crisis after it occurred,
with the Civil Aviation Minister Ram Mohan Naidu Kinjar-
apu declaring in Parliament that India must break the pre-
vailing duopoly, a solution which is obvious even to layper-
sons. One notes that IndiGo enjoys a 64.5 % dominance in
the Indian aviation sector, a stature it should never have
been allowed to attain. Given that its competitor A India
enjoys 26.7% of the aviation market, thereby converting
the scenario to a duopoly, the vulnerability of the aviation
sector is clear for all to see. One also notes that in coun-
tries like the US and China, there are several peer-sized
airlines, which enable them to absorb a shock that might be
faced by anyone in the pack, the lack of this being respon-
sible for the turbulence that India experienced and the
harassment confronted by travellers.

The Aviation Minister articulated the sole solution to
India’s problem when he asserted that the nation needed
to have five big airlines. However, such an outcome ap-
pears at the moment to be difficult to attain, unless the
struggling aviation sector receives assistance at multiple
levels. Since 2004, the country has witnessed more than
15 airlines going bankrupt and the players cumulatively
losing over 22 billion dollars. Given that, according to esti-
mates by experts, a new airline would need at least a bil-
lion dollars if 1t 1s to survive the five-year gestation period,
and that, apart from IndiGo, other stakeholders have been
facing unsustainable fmancial losses, banking and other
regulators would have torelax their norms without sacri-
ficing fiscal viability. While Indian fliers have become ac-
customed to low-priced tickets, the cost of operating an
airline continues to soar. Thus, it 1s imperative that the
government extends fuel-subsidy to airlines since avia-
tion fuel accounts for over half of operating expenses.
Other barriers, such as the enhancement of usage fees
after the privatisation of many airports by the new owners,
have to be removed by the government. The need of the
hour are long-term solutions to recurring problems like high
fuel taxes and infrastructure constraints, if new players are
encouraged not only to venture into an arena that very few
dare to tread, but also to survive the turbulence currently
being experienced by the aviation sector.
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IndiGo faces T458 crore
GST demand

Mwmbaiz The g.';cd-\. and servce
tax commissionerats raised a
T45E crore tax demand

on Indilzo m relation to the
compensation received fram a
forelgn supplier and danial of
input tax credit, The aidine
driclosed the order in a stock
exchange niotifcation, It sad, it
mll:curalagmn'.: the order
calling it erronscus

The tax demand pertains o-FY
2019-3023, "G5T department
has pasted an order imposing
GST dermand along with
interest and penalty on
Compensation recelved From
foreign supplier and denial of
Ingut T credd,” the airkne
@i, oum sy
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Govt reviewing confidential report on IndiGo disruption

Rnﬂh Waid
New Dalhi

The Centre has begun re-
viewing a “confidential™ re-
part by @ committee consti-
tuted by civil aviation safety
repulator, the Directorite
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCAY, on the operational
disruiption at IndiGo enrier
this month,

“The review is expected to
resilt in recommendations
and actions 1o avert such in-
cidences in the fomre,”
sources told betnessling,

The report deals with the
causes behind the large-scale
flight cancellations wit-
nessed during the incident,
“There were a few reasons
for the incikdent and it is very
important 1o determine a
strategy to avert such hap-
penings agwin,” the sources
said,

The fimal recommenda-
tions on the action necessit-
aved due to the incident are
expected o be finalised

FLIGHT PLAN IndiGo had been asked to share its recruitmant
plan for pilots and cabsn crew, including updated strength, and
training pipeline for the coming months

“soon”, they added. The
sources added that IndiGo
h:u.i submitted  exensive

ints, which required
d:tt.:l ed analvsiz. “The com-
mitter examined IndiGo’s
flight cancellations, includ-
ing aspects related to plan-
Ning, crew management and
regulatory oversight,” they

said. Furthermore, IndiGo
had been asked to share its
recruftment plan for pilots
and cabin crew, including up-
dated stremgth, and training
pipeline for the coming
mosths.

Even measures taken to
prevent roster shortages and
pssues linked to Flight Duty

Time Limitations were asked
tor e presented.

INDEPENDENT REVIEW
IndiGo appointed interna
tional avistion expert Johus
lison o conduct un inde-
pendent review and asscss-
mienit of the disruptions
IndiCio mabnrained thar
the disruption was the result
of a combination of factors,
including minor rechnical
itches, schedule changes
iriked to the start of the
winter season, adverse
weather, increased conges-

tion and |m|:||.rm|:ntatiun of

updated fight duty time
rules. The Centre has direc-
ted IndiGo to reduce its
flight schedule by 10 per cent
AcToss sectors to help stabil-
ize operations and reduce
cancellations,

CREW ALLOWANCES

The MGCA also asked the nir-
line to avoid fights on high
demand, high-frequency
routes and single-flight sec-
tors, and instructed it to sub

mit a revised Aight schedule.

Consequently,  IndiGio
lowered its capacity and rev-
enwe guidance for the third
quarter of the Anancial year
)26, Meanwhile, to wplift
the mormle of its pilots, In-
diGo revised cockpit crew al-
lowances with effect [rom
January 1, 2026, as per an in-
termal communication.

Under the revised do-
mestic  layover allowance,
captains will receive T3,000
for lavovers ranging from 10
hours and @ne minute o 24
hours, comypared with 2,000
eartier, while first olfficers
will receive $1,500, up from
1,000,

The revised deadhend al-
lowrance provides for $4,000
per scheduled block hour for
captaing ond T2,000 for first
officers, compared with
T3,000 and T1, 500 carlicer.

IndiGo has also revised its
night ellowance, effective
Januwry 1, 2026, with cap-
tains o be pald T2000 per
night hour and first officers
11,000 per night hour.
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180 flights
cancelled due
to fogin
North India

Dense fog continued to dis-
rupt flight operations across
northern India this month,
with over 180 flights can-
celled in the region and
hundreds more delayed on
Tuesday, industry sources
said. About 200 flights were
cancelled on Monday due to
dense fog. At Delhi airport,
about 118 flights were can-
celled and at least 16 flights
diverted due to bad weather
by 9:35am on Monday. “Due
tolowvisibility, 58 departures
and 60 arrivals have been
cancelled at the Delhiairport
between 12 am and 9:35 am
onMonday,” a sourcesaid.

The Delhiairport handles
around 1,360 flights a day.

IndiGo, India’s largest
carrier, said on its website
that 72 flights were cancelled
on Tuesday due to adverse
weather conditions across
northern India. The airline
cancelled 13 flights, which
were scheduled for Wednes-
day, on Tuesday itself due to
bad weather.

Currently, overall 3,320
domestic flights operate daily
within India, while around
1,315 international flights
operate to and from the
country, according to avi-
ation analytics firm Cirium.

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
designated December 10 to
February 10 as the winter fog
season for aviation oper-
ations this financial year.
During this period, airlines
need to follow regulator’slow-
visibility (CAT-IIIB) operating
procedures. DEEPAK PATEL
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Analysing pancl’s
report on IndiGo
disruptions: Minister

Civil Aviation Minister Ram Mohan Naiduon
Tuesday said the ministry iscurrently analys-
ing the report submitted by the panel that
probed the massive flight disruptions invol-
ving IndiGo earlier this month. While speak-
ing to the reporters on the sidelines of an
event here, he said, “The report has been sub-
mitted to the ministry. We are analysing the
report, taking further comments from the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA),
and we will follow up on the action on
that”.Earlier this month, IndiGo cancelled
more than 1,600 flights in a single day, fol-
lowed by several days of bulk cancellations.
The inadequare planning in implementing
the revised pilot rest norms wascited asa key
reason for the disruptions. PTI
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INDIGO FACES
¥L58 CRORE
GSTPENALTY

; INDIGO,

! IMDHA'S
largest
airline, on
Tuesday
said

autharities have slapped
a G5T penalty of over
458 crore, and that it
would contest the
decision. The Additional
Commisioner af CGST-
Delhi South
Commizsionerats has
slapped the penalty.
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Awatlon industry to post 18K crloss

MUMBAI
e

The domestic aviation indus-
tryis estimated to post
around Rs 17,000-18,000
crore niet loss in the current
fiscal vear on account of a
likely lower passenger traf-
fic, among other factors, rat-
ings agency ICRA said on
Maonday. Earlier, the indus-
try was projected to post a
loss of Rs 9,500-10500 crore
during 202526

ICRA has also revised
dowmward its forecast for
domestic air passenger traf

fic growth to 0-3% in FY26
on account of multiple fac-
tors, including Air India
Boeing 787-8 plane crash in
Jume this vear and thou-
sands of flights cancellations
by IndiGo earlier this
month, among others.

ICRA has revised its fore-
cast for domestic air passen-
ger traffic growth o 0-3% in
FY26 against its earlier pro-
jection of 4-6%, the ratings
agency said.

This revision reflects a
slower-than-expected traffic
growth in April-November
period of FY26, which was

impacted by cross-border
escalations that led to flight
disruptions and cancella-
tions during the vear, along
with the (Air India) aircraft
accident tragedy in June
that made travellers hesitant
atleast during the period
immediately post the acci-
dent, ICRA said.

It also reflects the impact

on business travel owing to
headwinds stemming from
US tariffs, the ratings agency
said, adding that downward
revision is also due o the
impact of operational dis-
ruptions at IndiGo from
December 3-8, which
resulted in cancellation of
around 4,500 flights.

While the IndiGo flight
cancellations accounted for
only about 0.4% of the total
annual industry departures,
ICRA said it expects the
travel sentiments to dampen
in the aftermath of the
IndiGo episode.
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IndiGo hikes
allowances for
pilots

IndiGo has hiked allow-
ances for pilots by up to
Rs 2,000 with effect from
January 1, weeks after the
country's largest airine
faced severe flight dis-
ruptions due to pilat ros-
tering challenges, sources
said on Monday. A lack of
edeguate planning in
implementing the revised
Flight Duty Time
Limitations (FOTL} nerms,
which permit a lesser
number of night landings
for a pilot, has been
attributed as a key reason
for the disruptions that
have forced the airine to
cancel more than 1,600
flights on a single day.
Against the backdrop of
new narms necessitating
the deployment of more
pilots for night operations,
IndiGo has revised higher
allowances doled out to
the pilots.
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80 IndiGo
flights

cancelled
New Delhi:IndiGo has
cancelled 80 flights
across its network on
Monday due to bad
weather. Half of these 80
cancelled flights are from
Delhi airport, which ear-
lier issued a passenger
advisory stating that
flight operations from its
facility were being car-
ried out under low visibil-
ity conditions. Flights
have also been cancelled
to and from other air-
ports such as Mumbai,
Bengaluru, Cochin,
Hyderabad, Kolkata,
Amritsar, Chandigarh,
Jaipur, Dehradun, Indore,
Patna and Bhopal, amaong
others, as per the IndiGo
we bsite. —Agencies
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Pune sees flight delays due to fog

HT Correspondent

puneletters@hindustantimes.com

PUNE: Flight operations at
Pune International Airport wit-
nessed minor disruptions on
Monday due to dense fog con-
ditions prevailing across sev-
eral parts of north India, affect-
ing air traffic movement, espe-
cially on routes connected to
northern destinations.

At Pune airport, poor visibil-
ity at destination airports led to
delays and rescheduling of a
few flights, though no cancella-
tions were reported.

According to airport author-
ities, passengers travelling on
these routes had to wait longer
than scheduled, while the air-

lines made operational adjust-
ments.

Providing more details, Pune
Adrport director Santosh Dhoke
said that three to four flights
were affected on Monday due
to fog at their respective desti-
nations. These included flights
bound for Delhi, Varanasi, and
Bengaluru.

However, Dhoke clarified
that no flight was cancelled and
all delays were managed
smoothly by the airlines opera-
tors in coordination with the
air traffic control.

“Due to dense fog at some
destination airports, three to
four flights were delayed today.
However, no flights were can-
celled, and the airlines handled

the situation efficiently to
ensure passenger safety and
convenience.” said the Pune
Airport director.

Dense fog during winter
months frequently impacts
flight operations across north
India, leading to delays at air-
ports across the country.
Hence, aviation authorities and
airlines staff remain on high
alert during this period, closely
monitoring weather conditions
and adjusting flight schedules
accordingly.

Pune airport officials stated
that they are in constant touch
with airlines to manage opera-
tions and passenger flow dur-
ing such weather-related dis-
ruptions.
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INDIGO SLAPPED
WITH 7458-(R GST
NOTICE, SAYS WILL
CONTEST MOVE

Press Trust of India

Iettervihindustanimes com

NEW DELHE: IndiGo, the country’s
largest airline, on Tuesday said
authorities have slapped a GST
penalty of over 3458 crore, add-
Ing it will contest the decision.

The additional commissioner
of CGST-Delhi South commis-
sionerate imposed the penalty. It
pertains to the assessment onder
under Section 74 of the Ceniral
Goods and Services Tax Act,
2017, for FY18-19 to FY22-23,
according to a regulatory filing.

The total GST penalty is
1458,26,16,980.

"GST department has passed
anorder imposing GST demand
along with interest and penalty
on compensation recejved from
forelgn supplier and dental of
Input Tax credit The company
strongly believes that the order
passed by the GST depariment is
erroneonus and not in accordance
with law, backed by advice from
external tax advisors.” the filing
said on Tuesday.

“Accordingly, the company
will contest the same and shall
take appropriate legal remedies
against the aforesaid order. The
company is already in appeal
before the commissioner
(appeals) in a similar matter for
FY 2017-18,” itadded.

Further, IndiGo said since it
will contest the order, the move
does not significantly impact the
company’s financials, operations
or other activities,

Separately, the office of the
joint commissioner, Lucknow,
has imposed a penalty of
#14.55,527 on IndiGo for 2021-22,

“The department has denied
Input tax credit availed and has
raised a demand along with
interest and penalty on the com-
pany. The company believes that
the order passed by the authori-
ties is erroneous. Further, the
company believes that it has a
strong case on merits, backed by
advice from external tax adwvis-
ors,” InterGlobe Aviation, the
parentof IndiGo, said in another
regulatory filing.
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Al Express pilot arrested in
assault case; released on bail

Jignasa Sinha

jignasa.sinha@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi Police have
arrested an Air India Express
pilot, Captain Virender Sejwal,
accused of assaulting a passen-
ger at Delhi's Indira Gandhi
International (IGI) airport ear-
lier this month.

Police said he was arrested
on Monday night after being
detained and then released as
the sections under which he
was booked are bailable. An
investigator said, “He was ques-
tioned at length about the inci-
dent and the footage we had
received. He has said he was off
duty that time and was travel-
ling to Bangalore. We have
taken action as per technical

and medical evidence.” The
deputy commissioner of police
(IGI), Vichitra Veer, said, “In
the process of investigation,
after the registration of the
case, the relevant CCTV foota-
ges had been collected and
statements had been recorded.
The accused was also called for
questioning and he was
arrested.”

The incident took place on
December 19. Passenger Ankit
Dewan posted that Sejwal
assaulted him at Terminal 1,
leaving his seven-year-old
daughter traumatised. He
posted a photo with blood on
his face, alleging that after he
called out staff for cutting a
queue, Sejwal asked him if he
was “anpadh (uneducated)”.

The men then fought.

After Dewan’s post, Sejwal
was suspended and the Minis-
try of Civil Aviation ordered an
investigation. Based on
Dewan'’s complaint, Sejwal was
booked under sections 115 (vol-
untarily causing hurt), 126
(wrongful restraint), and 351
{criminal intimidation) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita. A
senior officer said the collected
CCTV footage shows the assault
and the medical report shows a
nasal fracture.

Sejwal also filed a complaint
against Dewan, alleging Dewan
initiated the fight with abuse
and casteist remarks, and that
he too sustained injuries. Police
are yet to take action on Sej-
wal’s complaint.
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IndiGo parent faces GST
penalty order of 458 crore

IndiGo’s parent company InterGlobe Aviation
Limited faces a massive ¥458.26 crore GST
penalty order from the central authorities, it
informed the BSE on Tuesday calling the order
“erroneous”. InterGlobe said it * strongly
believes the order passed by the GST department
is erroneous and not in accordance with law,
backed by advice from external tax advisers.
Accordingly, the company will contest the same
and shall take appropriate legal remedies against
the aforesaid order.”
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IGI AIRPORT ASSAULT CASE

Air India Express pilot arrested; granted bail

Express News Service
New Delhi, December30

THE OFF-DUTY Air India Ex-
press pilot accused of assault-
ing a passenger at the Indira
Gandhi International Airport
was arrested and later released
on bail from the IGI police sta-
tion, police said on Tuesday.
Captain Virendra Sejwal
was booked under sections 115

(voluntarily causing hurt), 126
{wrongful restraint) and 351
(criminal intimidation) of the
BNS in connection with the al-
tercation that took place at Ter-
minal1lonDecember 19,
“...after the registration of
the case, the relevant CCTV
footage had been collected and
statements recorded. The ac-
cused was also called for ques-
tioning, and his arrest was ef-

fected,” an officer said.

He added that the accused
later secured bail from the po-
lice station. "In bailable of-
fences, the accused has a right
to get bail from the police sta-
tion itself," said the officer.

The case stems from a com-
plaint filed by passenger Ankit
Dewan, who alleged that the
dispute began after he objected
to Sejwal — who was off-duty

and travelling by IndiGoairline
at thetime - purportedly jump-
ing the queue at the security
checkpoint. Dewan claimed
that Sejwal abused and as-
saulted him in public, causing
injuries and traumatising his
seven-year-old daughter, who
witnessed the incident. Later,
Dewan said a CT scan con-
firmed a displaced fracture of
his left nasal bone.
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Multi-role copter Dhruv
completes maiden flight

Express News Service
Bengaluru, December 30

SETTING ITS eyes on the civil
aviationsector, Hindustan Aero-
nautics Limited (HAL) com-
pleted theinaugural flight of the
multi-role Dhruv New Gener-
ation helicopter on Tuesday.
During an event, HAL re-
ceived certification from the
DGCA for the “indigenous
manufacturing of the Shakti
civil engine”, paving the way for
the certification ofthe helicopter
before its commercial release.
Afrer the event, HAL Chair-
man and MD DK Sunil said the
helicopter could carry 14 pas-
sengers and offer various ser-
vices, such as VIP movement,
heli-tourism, and medical am-
bulances. The Dhruv NG fea-
tures a highly configurable
cabin (733 cubic metres) adapt-
able for various civilian roles.
AsforitsHelicopter Emerg-
ency Medical Service (Air Am-
bulance) role, the helicopter is
equipped with a layout for four
stretchers along with a doctor
and attendant. Its specialised
roles include offshore oper-
ations, law enforcement, and
disaster relief (SAR).
Although the helicopter is
yel to receive complete certifi-
cation from the DGCA, Sunil

Dhruv-NG receives a water salute after its maiden flight in Bengaluru on Tuesday.an

said HAL had received orders
for eight Dhruv-NG helicopters
from the state-run Pawan Hans
Helicopter Ltd. “These will be
used to transport men and ma-
terials to Bombay High (an oil
field run by ONGC off the coast
of Maharashtra),” he said.

“Over the next two months,
HAL will complete around 150
flightsin two Dhruv helicopters
tocomplete certification for the
whole aircraft,” Sunil said.

To a question regarding the

costofthe aircraft, Sunil said that
the price would be competitive
as 65% of the aircraft was in-
digenously produced.

“There is a current market
for 1,000 helicopters. This can
help us generate good revenue
for a long period of time. Esti-
mates are there will be a
requirement for around 15,000
helicopters in next 10 years.
Once heli-tourism picks up in
places like Char Dham, the
numbers (of helicopter sales)

will pickup,” he said.

Toanother question, he said
while 65% of current aircraft is
indigenous, HAL is looking to
achieve 80% indigenisation
over the next 10 years, he said.

Union Civil Aviation Min-
ister Kinjarapu Ram Mohan
Naidu said the internal design
of HAL had changed. While
HAL used to focus mostly on
the defence sector, it was now
looking at civil aviation and de-
fence in equal measure.
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Airlines set
to begin
operations
next month

e
leectha ki ivesrant com
LU MO

hankh Airlines s likely 1o
S begin flight sperationsin

thie first half of fanuary
with an initial Deet of three
Airbus aircraft, focusing on
connecting Lucknow with
Delhi, Mumbai and other
metrn cities, chairman Shm
van hoummar Vishsvalearma said
i Tuesday.

Theairline will also operate
Rights to destinations across
Llttar Pradesh inits first phase,
Vishwalarmasaid, adding that
twormnore amrcralt are expected
to join the fleet within the nexi
one-and -a- half months.

“At present, the fleet size is
tirmated, but asat prows, we will
cover the entire country,” he
told PIT Videos, noting that
intermatiomal operations are
plnned for 2028 or 20029,

The 35-year-old entrepre
neur said Shankh Airlines®
core objective is 1o make air
trived accessible 1o middle-
class passeoprors and first - timae
flvers, and to break the per
coption thst Ayving sa loxury.

ST e -

“An aircrall s just a means of
transport, like a bus or a
tempo. 1t should not be semas
something e losive,” e said

Hewalling the aidine's ori
gin, Vishwitkarma snd the idea
ol entering the aviabion sector
came to him about four vears
ago. “l drove autos with
aouaintances and tried a fow
small businesses, many of
which failed,” b said, adding
his business journey gained
mwrment in 2004 wath entry
into the cement trade. This
was followed by ventures into
TMT stewl, mining and the
transpor sectors, “Today, we
have a feetl of over 400
trucks,” he said, describing the
prowth as rradual and crpsanic.
The airdine has full backing
from its parent company.
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*‘Aviation ministry analysing
panelreport on IndiGo probe’

Bengaluro: Civil aviation minister Ram Mohan Naidu
on Tuesday said the ministry is currently analysing the
| report submitted by the panel
that probed the massive flight
disruptions involving Indito
earfier this month. According
to officials, an inguiry com-
mittee was constituted on 5
December to conduct 2 com-
prehensive review of the dis-
ruptions. PTI
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IndiGo faces
Rs 458 crore
GST penalty

NEW DELHI: The coun-
try’s largest airline IndiGo on
Tuesday said authorities have
slapped a GST penalty of over
Rs 458 crore, and that it would
contest the decision.

The Additional Commis-
sloner of CGST- Delhi South
Commissionerate has slapped
the penalty.

I pertains to the assessment
order under Section 74 of the
Central Goods and Services
Tax Act, 2017, for FY-2018-19
to FY 2022-23, according to a
regulatory filing.

The ttal GST penalty is Rs
458 .26, 16,980,

“GST department has
passed an order imposing GST
demand along with interest
and penalty on compensation
received from foreign supplier
and denial of Input Tax credit.
The company strongly believes
that the un:r:r passed by the
GST department is erroneous
and not in accordance with law,
backed by advice from external
Lax advisors.

“Accordingly, the compan
will contest the same and s
tike appropriate legal remedies
i.IE.‘iII.El the aforesaid order. The
company is already in appeal
before the Commissioner
{Appeals) in a similar matter
for FY 2017-18" the filing said
on Tuesday.

Further, IndiGo said that
sioce it will contest the order,
the arder does not have any siy-
nificant impact on financials,
operations or other activities
of the company.

Separately, the Office of the
Joint Commisstoner, Lucknow,
has imposed a penalty of Rs
14.59.527 on IndiGo for the
period 2021-22. AGERCIES
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118 flights cancelled, dense
fog expected to continue;
light rain on New Year day

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ New Delhi

FOR the second consecutive
day, Indira Gandhi Internation-
al Airport bore the brunt of the
severe fog, which started en-
gulfing the capital early Tues-
day A total of 118 flights were
cancelled to and from Delhi
during the fog window of 4 am
and 8.30 am and over 100 suf-
fered delays.

The India Meteorolog-
ical Department (IMD)
has predicted that the
dense fog is likely to
persist on Wednesday.
The visibility at Safdar-
jung was recorded at 100 me-
tres at 7.30 am and it improved
to 200 metres by 830 am. At Pal-
am, moderate fog was obzerved,
with visibility 300 metres at
#.30 am. The minimum temper-
ature is expected to settle at 87
Celsius and the maximum at
230 Celsius. It has forecast gen-
erally cloudy skies with light
rain on New Year's Day

Air India was the worst im-
pacted airline, which cancelled
38 flights on Tuesday “The 19
departures and 19 arrivals
which did not operate were all
planned cancellations. Since
we recelved forecast of severe
fog from the Met department
early morning, we intimated
passengers by Monday itself

about the cancellations,” said
an airline source.

But international
travelers were saved
from inconvenience.
“Since most of our in-
ternational flights de-

part by late night, the
morning flog didn't impact.”
the source said.

IndiGo cancelled 15 flights
across the country, with eight
flights to and from Delhi air-
port getting impacted. Flights
on the Delhi-Pune and Chen-
nai-Kolkata routes were can-
celled in both directions due to
fog at the Delhi airport, the In-
diGo website stated.
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IndiGo
hikes pilot
allowances

B NEW DELHI: IniliGo has
hiked allowances for
pllots by up to F2,000 with
effoct from January 1,
wooks after the commiry's
largest alrline faced
severe flight disruptions
due to pllot rostering
challenges —in a sign
India’s largest alline
15 peeKINE t0 Doost
pilot morale weaks
after mass flight cancel-
lations Nnked 10 poor
Toster planning left pas-
sonees stranded. e
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‘Aviation industry
estimated to post

up to 18k cr loss’

Mumbai: The domestic
aviation industry is estimated to
post around Rs 17,000-Rs 18,000
crore net loss in the current
fiscal year on account of a likely
lower passenger traffic, among
other factors, ratings agency
Icra said on Monday. Earlier, the
industry was projected to posta
loss of Rs 9,500-Rs 10,500 crore
during 2025-26. Icra has also
revised downward its forecast
for domestic air passenger
traffic growth to 0-3% in FY26
on account of multiple factors,
including Air India’s plane crash
in June, Acencies
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IndiGo slapped
with 7458cr GST
penalty, to appeal

New Delhi: A GST penalty of Rs
458.3 crore has been imposed
on IndiGo by the additional
commissioner of CGST (Delhi
south commissionerate) on
Monday. In a regulatory filing on
BSE Tuesday, IndiGo said: “..The
company strongly believes that
the order passed by the GST
department is erroneous and
not in accordance with law,
backed by advice from external
tax advisors. Accordingly, the
Company will contest the same
and shall take appropriate legal
remedies against the aforesaid
order. Tun
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Dangerously low on fuel, Al flight sent Mayday call in 2023

SHEKHAR SINGH
WSS 0 WU & mil R
NEW DELII, DECEMBER 30
An Air India fight issued a
desperate “Mayday fuel” call
after flying in arcles for
more than an hour amid
deteriorating weather, miss-
ing key warnings and run-
ning dangemusly low on fuel
before making an emer-
gency landing, a government
investigation has found.

The incdent took place on

May 25, 2023, when Air India
flight AI-850 from Pune to
Delhi, acurrying 148 passen-
gers, wits forced to divert and
hind at Gualior with fuel
almost exhausted. When the
Airbus A320touched down, it
had just 464 kg of fud left. By
the time the engines were
shut down, fuel had dropped
further to 348 kg leaving vir-
tually no margin for delay,
diversion ortechnical trouble.

The investigation shows

PILOT HELD FOR
"ASSAULT', GETS BAIL

An Air India Express pliot, who
viers accused of assaulling a pas
senger at the Delhl alrport eatfier
this month, was arested after
questioning, the Delhi Police said
on Tuesday. Captain Virendra
Sejwal was later eleased on ball

this was not a sudden mmisis
but a slow-bullding Giilume.
Bad weather, including thun-

derstorms and strong winds,
had already been forecast
over Delhi before the Might
departed. Aviation rules
require two alternate sirports
in such conditions, Air India,
however, cleared the flight
with only one alternate,
Jaipur, weakening safety
buffers from the outset.

As the aircraflt approached
Delhi, landings were suspend-
ed due to severe weather, Air
traffic control instructed the

flight tohald. foreimg it to keep
flying in loopswhile conditions
were neviewed., The aireraft
remained airborneforover me
howir ind eight minutes, bum-
ing nearly 2.8 tonnes of fuel
during this penod alone,
Despite the pmlonged delay
and warsening conditions, the
deasion to divert was delayed.
When the crew fmally diverted.
fuel levels had already dropped
to about 299 kg, bardy above

CONTINUED DN PAGE 8

Dangerously low on fuel..

the minimum required to
reach Jaipur, The situation
worsened when the aireraft
diverted to Jaipur without
checking the latest weather
update, missing a erueial
report that showed a sudden
deterioration. Thunder-
stomms, strong pusts and
wind shear made landng
unsafe, Several aireraft
ahead  sbandoned  their
approaches, and AT-B50 was
also fomed to discontinue its
landing attempt.

By then, fuel had fallen to
around 1600 kg Jaipur was
o longer viable, Delhi
remamed shut, With no
planned safe landing airport
left, the pilots declared a full
“Mayday fuel” emergency.

The atreraft diverted again,
this tmme to Gwalior, an air-
port that was never part of
the flight plan. The jet camied
out a visual landing and
touched downwith fuel bare-
Iy above exhaustion levels,
The nvestigation conduded
that the fuel emergency
occurred because the aircraft
continued operations in dete-
riorating weather, remained
in pralonged holding, and
diverted to an alternate air-
port without venfying updat-
ed weather conditions. The
report flagged multiple short-
comings on Air India’s part.

The fight was released
without adequate alternate
planning despite known
adverse weather.



	BL DL 31DEC2025.JPG
	BL DL 31DEC2025A.jpg
	DJ-KAN-30 DEC.JPG
	ET DL 31DEC2025.jpg
	HH DL 31DEC2025.JPG
	HT-ND-31 DEC.JPG
	HU-CH-30 DEC.jpg
	IE-ND-31 DEC.JPG
	MINT DL 31DEC2025.JPG
	MP DL 31DEC2025.jpg
	PIO-ND-31 DEC.JPG
	ST DL 31DEC2025.jpg
	TOI-AHM-30 DEC.JPG
	TOI-ND-31 DEC.jpg
	TRI DL 31DEC2025.JPG
	AA DL 31DEC2025.JPG
	AT-GUA-30 DEC.JPG
	AU DL 31DEC2025.JPG
	AU DL 31DEC2025A.JPG
	AU DL 31DEC2025B.JPG
	BL DL 31DEC2025.JPG
	BL DL 31DEC2025A.JPG
	BS DL 31DEC2025.jpg
	BS DL 31DEC2025A.jpg
	BS DL 31DEC2025B.JPG
	DB DL 31DEC2025.JPG
	DBU DL 31DEC2025.JPG
	DBU DL 31DEC2025A.JPG
	DJ DL 31DEC2025.jpg
	DN-JAI-29 DEC.JPG
	FE DL 31DEC2025.JPG
	FPJ-MUM-30 DEC.JPG
	FPJ-MUM-30 DEC-A.JPG
	FPJ-MUM-30 DEC-B.JPG
	HB DL 31DEC2025.jpg
	HH DL 31DEC2025.JPG
	HH DL 31DEC2025A.JPG
	HH DL 31DEC2025B.JPG
	HH DL 31DEC2025C.JPG
	HH DL 31DEC2025D.JPG
	HH DL 31DEC2025E.JPG
	HT-MUM-30 DEC.JPG
	HT-ND-31 DEC.JPG
	HT-ND-31 DEC-A.JPG
	HU-ND-31 DEC.JPG
	IE-ND-31 DEC.JPG
	IE-ND-31 DEC-A.JPG
	JS DL 31DEC2025.JPG
	JS DL 31DEC2025A.JPG
	LS DL 31DEC2025.JPG
	MINT DL 31DEC2025.jpg
	MINT DL 31DEC2025A.JPG
	MP DL 31DEC2025.jpg
	MS DL 31DEC2025.JPG
	NBT DL 31DEC2025.JPG
	TG-KOL-30 DEC.JPG
	TOI-MUM-30 DEC.JPG
	TOI-ND-31 DEC.JPG
	TRI DL 31DEC2025.jpg

