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Commiercial tlight lands
at NMIA amid cheers

Steady Progress

NMIA is the largest greenfield airport in the tountry
Phase 1and 2 nearing completion

Indigo Airbus 320
touchdown validated
by DGCA. AAI
officials; inauguration
planned on April 17

G Mohiuddin Jeddy

himed o hindistantemec mm

PANVEL: The first commercial
flight, an Indigo Alrbas 330,
landed successfully at the
under-consiruction Mavi Mum-
bal Internatonal Alrport
(NMIA) on Sunday aftermoomn,
taking It a step closer to opera-
tionallsation by mid-May Of-
cials from the DMrectorate Gen-
eral of Clvil Aviaton (DGCA)
and Alrports Authority of Indla
{AAT) valldated the nstrument
approach procedure and touch-
down of the airerafton NMIA's
southern mmway at L38pm,
paving the way for an aero-
drome llcense clearance in the
coming weeks.

The flight, which took off
from Mupmbal alrpart at
12.32pm, was welcomed with
traditonal water salute by two
crash fre tenders (CFT) amidst
& plenie-like e ronment, with
senior officials from the DGCA,
AAl Adani Alrport Holdings
Limited {AAHL), customs. and
ather stakehodders and their
fnmilles camping at the site,

“The landing today s impor-
toant for us o get requisits per-
misslens for operations by
March. With work progressing
well, we have planned a grand
Immsguration on April 17." sald
the chief executive officer of
NMIA, BVJK Sharma.

The atrport will be handed
over to the Central Induserial
Serurity Force (CISF) following
the Inemguration mnd it will take
n manth for security amrange-
menits b be put in place. “50 we
are ponfident of staring domes-
tic passenger and cargo opers-
tions by mid-May,” sald
Sharm.

Operations will begin with
domestic fMlights followed by
Iinternatinnal Aighis around shy
moniths later. sabd Vijay Singhal,
vice-chairman and meEnsging
director of City and Industrial
Development  Corporation
(CIOCO), which is developing
the alrport jolntly with Adani
Alrports Holdings Limited
{(AAHL) under a private public
partnership

The Rs 20,000-crore alrpert,
launched by prime minister
Narendra Modi in 2008, will
have twio parallel runways and
two full-length parallel taxi-
wiys, catering anmanlly o S0
million passengers and 26 mil-
Iben tons of cargn when com-
plete. The firse two of Ave pha-
ses of constrscton, comprising
the minway and terminal on the
southern skde. are nearing com-

34%

work
completed

L

1 runway and
1 taxiway

Capacity per annum

0...:

Under ﬂes.ign

ARUN BANSAL, Group CED
‘Adani Airport Hobdings Ltd.

We are talking to 2l aifines,
bath domestic and
international, to operate here
because Mumhai airport has
|imited capacity It is sveady
handling 50 million passengers
while there i pent up demand
of &5 million passengers - the
extra 15 millian paisengers we
will cater to. A runway hem an
handle 43 sir traffic move-
ments perhooe, 50

rurmway capacity
won'tbea
limiting factor.
Oniy the v
terminal capaity
will b fimited to
3 mn pax .

-

pletion, said officiala.
Sunday's landing was pre-
coded by the specessful landing
ol an Indian Air Foree aireraft
on the 3.700-memre rmway on
October Il On December 12 the
runway's PAPl (Precision
Approach Path  Indicator)
equipment — & eritical compo-
nent of the asronautieal ground
lighting system which assists
pillots in maintaining the correct
glide shope during banding —was
calibrated snd validated by
AAFs flight inspection unit.
The landing by a commercial
aireraft holds much more sig-
nificance than that of the IAF

Juirve-Juily
Start of construction of terminal 2

. planned 2 grand inauguration

0.8

tonne cargo

I

CAPTAIN B V I K SHARMA,
CED NMLA

The landing today is important
farus toget the requisite icence
and permissians for operations
from DECA by March, With work
progressing well we have

with a large number of guests
an-April 17 Once that is done, the
sipoet will be clesred and
thanded over o the CISF, which
will have 1840 personnel here.
Fomalities and
ARty
amangements
will take Found

atreraft, as NMIA s a civil air-
port. Unlike during the LAF sir-
craft banding, no ministers were
present during Sunday’s event,
reportedly because of the
mourning perod for former
prime minlster Manmohan
Singh, who passed away on
December 26

“This isan important doy for
the airport named after our
leader DB Patll as it confirms
operational readiness,” sabd
Uran MLA Mahesh Baldi. Patil,
a leader and sctivist sssociated
with the Peasants and Workers
Party, had played a key role n
helping Farmers in Navl Mum-

April 1

4 wee
tostat of commestial

Inaugl.nﬂnn
5 h.untvswe:p pnur

mtmmuﬂ'llﬁhind:ﬂrw

aroh 029

Dperationaltsation of terminal 2

VLIAY SINGHAL, (D@D
Vice chairman and managing
director

‘Wark an the auport is
procesding on @ war fnating and
we are cnfdent of commerial
operations starting in the first
half of 2005 Domestic Fights will
be followed by international
flights. The airport wil be
ponvered by salar energy and
altaw eazy mobility between
teminak A 33-km metm line
nnected with ather
metmo cormdors has
mmm
to connect the
anbaiirdlhn

Jllll
bat get a fair price when thelr
fland was nequired by CIDCO
and other govermment entities.

atrport will increase the
srate's GDP {gross domestic
product] by 1% and provide
ample job opportunites to peo-
e here whao gave thedr land for
the project. W have been hold-
Ing meetings with the authon-

ties towards ensuring this and
are confident about in," said
Baldi.

With demand for alr travel
rising. NMIA 15 expected m
reduce the burden on Mumbal
alrport, the second busiest air-
port in the country.
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Navi Mumbai airport
set to open in May

G Mohiuddin Jeddy
htmetro@hindustantimes.com

PANVEL: The first commercial
flight, an Indigo Airbus 320,
landed successfully at the
under-construction Navi Mum-
bai International Airport
{(NMIA) on Sunday, taking it a
step closer to operationalisation
by mid-May. Officials from the
Directorate General of Civil Avi-
ation (DGCA) and Airports
Authority of India (AAI) vali-
dated the instrument approach
procedure and touchdown of
the aircraft on NMIA's southern
runway at 1.38pm, paving the
way for an aerodrome license
clearance in the coming weeks.

The flight, which took off
from Mumbai airport at
12.32pm, was welcomed with
traditional water salute by two
crash fire tenders (CFT). “The
landing today is important for
us to get requisite permissions

The first commercial aircrafi that landed at Navi Mumbai airport
on Sunday was offered a traditional water salute. BACHCHAN KUMAR/HT

for operations by March. We
have planned a grand inaugura-
tion en April 17,
executive officer of NMLA, BVIK
Sharma.

The airport will be handed
over to the Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF) following

said chief

the inauguration and it will take
a month for security arrange-
ments to be put in place. “So we
are confident of starting domes-
tic passenger and cargo opera-
tions by mid-May,” said
Sharma. International flights
will start six months later. »p3
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Air Kerala ties up with Kannur
airport, eyes launch in Q2 of 2025

Our Bureau
Murmbai

Air Kerala has signed a
memorandum of under-
standing with Kannur air-
port to build connectivity to
other cities in south India.

Air Kerala, which is pro-
moted by UAE-based busi-
nessmen, is targeting the
second quarter of calendar
year 2025 to launch opera-
tions.

It has already signed a let-
ter of intent for three
ATR-72aircraft,and hopesto
have six of them in the first
year of operations.

In the first year of opera-
tions, the airline is targeting
40 daily flights.

While Air Kerala will be
based in Kochi it will have
significant operations from
Kannur, the airline said in a
press statement.

Kannur airport, which
opened for regular opera-
tions six vears ago, is the
smallest airport in the State

AIMING HIGH. In the first year of operations, the airline will
target 40 flights daily

Airline has
signed a letter of
intent for three
ATR-72s and hopes
to have six of them
in the first year of
operations

by number of passengers. It
has connectivity with cities
in West Asia and also metros
within India.

“Our partnership with
Kannur International Air-
port Ltd (KIAL) allows us to
connect key regions domest-
ically while preparing for in-
ternational operations,” said
airline Chairman Afi Ahmad.

“We are committed to
provide all resources and
support needed for Air Ker-
ala to succeed, and we are
confident that partnership
will fulfill aspirations of trav-
ellers in the region,” added
KIAL's Managing Director
Dinesh Kumar.
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NAVI AIRPORT TO
BE OPERATIONAL
BY APRIL 17

SONU SHRIVASTAVA | DC
MUMBAI, DEC. 29

The upcoming Navi Mumbai
International Airport, which
is also referred as Mumbai's
second and the country’s
largest airport, is likely to be
functional by April 17, 2025.
An IndiGo A320 passenger
aircraft on Sunday landed suc-
cessfully at runway 08/26 of
the under-construction air-
port. This has paved the way
for obtaining an aerodrome
licence to commence commer-
cial operations, officials said.
The commercial operations
are likely to be begun in mid of
May 2025, said Arun Bansal,
Chief Executive Officer, Adani
Airport Holdings Limited
{AAHL). The aircraft was wel-
comed with the traditional
water salute by two Crash Fire
Tenders (CFT) of Navi
Mumbai International Airport
(NMIA), which is the largest
airport of the country with a
capacity to cater nine crore
passengers, Senior officials of
the DGCA, Airports Authority
of India, Customs,
Immigration, CISF, CIDCO,
IMD, BCAS, as well as AAHL
also witnessed the moment.
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‘Navi Mumbai airport
operations to begin in May’

TDG NETWORK
MV ML B

Arun Bansal, CEO of Ada-
ni Airports Holdings Lid,
on Sunday, said they are
fairty confident of inmagu-
rating the Navi Mumbai
arport stanetime in April
riext vear, and commencial
flights in the second halfof
May 2025

The Mavi Muiiviad adeport
ook s monumeniial step fo-
ward becoming operational
with its first commercial
flight validation test on
Sunday, in the presence of
regulators from the domes-
tic aviation sector, The nun
way O8/26 at the under-
corsstruetion Navi Mumba
International Alrport came
alive as an A320 airerafi
from Indigo Airlines sue-
cessfully touched down,
marking a historic mile-
stone in the international
airport's journey toward
becoming fully operational.
Mavi Mumbed Intermuational
Adrport Private Limited
said in as@tement Sunday

The Airbus C295 successfully lands d um;g the runwa]r test of
Havi Mumbai Airport, in Mumbai on Oct 1

Thee wirerafl was welcomed
with the traditional water
salute by fire tenders.

The first commercial
Might validation test exer-
vise includes technical as-
seasment, and landing and
take-off manoeuvres, pav-
inye the way [or the DGCA
torwalidate the data collect-
ed from the flight and for
the airport to receive the
aerodrome license, which
is essential o operate the
airpart.

Post the successful land-
ing, the airport's estab-
lished Might procedures
will be published in the
Electronic Asronautical

lnformation Publication
{eAlP) for international
promulgation.

Prior to the landing of the
validation Might, NMIA
successfully conducted
the flight calibration of the
Instrument Landing Sys-
tem (ILS) and Precision
Approach Path Indicator
(AP, subsequently dreaft-
ing instrument approach
procedures o prepare itsell
for thearmival of the valida-
tion flight. The greenficld
Movi Mumbai airport will
have two parallel runways,
enabling two airverafl (o
land and take off simulta-
rieoisli
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Plane
touches
down at Navi
Mumbai
Airport

eet Adani, Director, Airports of the Adani Group, on Sun-

day, hailed the pivotal landmark of Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport (NMIA) successfully carryving out its first com-
mercial validation flight with the touchdown of an IndiGo Air-
lines A 320 plane, paving the way for the greenfield
airport to become operational in early 2025. "A his- —
toric milestone as Navi Mumbai International Air- &

port welcomed its first commercial validation flight! Proud of
our team's hard work and grateful for our stakeholders' unwa-
vering support. Together, we are creating a world-class Gateway
To Goodness!" Jeet Adani said in a post on X. The validation
flight moment was witnessed by senior officials from
. the Directorate General of Civil Aviation and the
| Airports Authority of India
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NMIA AIRPORT | First commercial flight validation test a smashing success

All set for take-off in May 2025

Bhalc handra Chorghade
and Raina Assainar

N TR MBS

Navi Mumbai International
Airport (NMIA) will be inau-
gurated on April 17, 2025, and
the facility will start oper
ations from the second week
of May Arun Bansal, Group
CEQ of Adani Airports
Holding Ltd (AAHL), said on
Sunday.

Bansal was speaking to
jowrnalists at the first landing
at the airport by a commercial
aircraft.

The IndiGo A320 aircraft,
which landed at the airport at
L38pm, had taken off from
Mumbai, making it possibly
the shortest flight ever from
the city airport It was wel-
comed with the traditional
water salute by two crash fire
tenders,

“We are keen to welcome
passengers right after the
inauguration. The application
for the aerodrome permit will
be submitted on February 6,
and we expect to receive it
within 70 davs,” Bansal said.

Highlighting the strategic
importance NMIA in address-
ing the burgeoning demand
for air travel in the region,
Bansal said, “We are in dis-
cussions with all major air-
lines, both domestic andinter-
national, to ensure compre-
hensive connectivity for our
passengers.”

The airports state-of-the-
art amenities will be highly
attractive to aifines and pas-
sengers alike, Bansal said.
“We have incorporated mod-
ern facilities to enhance the
passenger experience and
meet their diverse require-
ments. Capacity will not be a
problem for us” he said.

Bhalchandra Chorghade

During the initial phase, the
airport will be able to handle
eight to nine million passen-
gers, Bansal said.

However, he noted that the

@Sameermohite285

w Ml %

current terminal at NMIA is
designed to handle up to 20
millicn passengers annually.
To  accommodate growth,
construction of a second ter-

minal is slated to commence
in March 2028. “By the end of
July, we aim to start interma-
tional operations. Last-minute
connectivity arrangements
are still under discussion, but
we are confident of resolving
these soon,” he said.

Uran MLA Mahesh Baldi;
vice chairman and managing
director of CIDCO; Vijay
Singhal; CEO of Navi Mumbai
International Airport Ltd
(NMIAL), Captain  BVJK
Sharma; and other dignitaries
were also present on the
occasion.

8-9 million
Passengersin
the initial phase

20 million
Passenger capacity
of the airport

35 km
Distance between
CSMIA and NMIA

T0%

Terminal work is over

April 17, 2025

First of four terminals to
be inaugurated

Shortest flight
from Mumbai?
Even as first commercial
landing took place at Navi
Mumbai Imtemational
Airport (NMIA) on Sunday,
aviation expert Vipul
Saxena said this was the
shortest aerial distance
covered by a passenger
aircraft fromthe
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International
Airport (CSMIA). Until
now, the shortest distance
covered from CSMIA was
to Pune. However, sources
from NMIAL said the flight
was notvery shortas it
was in the air for along
time before finally landing.
All the calibration and
testing happened before it
hit the ground, they said.

Singhal said metro connec-
tivity between CSMIA and
NMIA has also been planned
to make it easier for Mumbai
residents to reach the airport
(the distance between the two
is around 35 kilometres).

He said 70% of terminal
work is over and the first of
four terminals will be inaw-
gurated on April 17, 20257
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NAVI MUMBAI
GETS WINGS

Ajay Awtaney

HaV] MUME Al
e ——

The touchdmwn of the first
commercial flight at the Navi
Mumibai International Airport
(N MEA) on Sunday marks a pi-
votal moment for the
Mumbai Metrepoli-
tan Region (MMR).
This achievement,
following a success-
ful validation flight
represents a4 key
milestone toward the
airport’s full-scale oper-
ation, slated for nauguration
on April 17, 2025.

Developed at a cost of Rs
18300 crore, the new airport is
set too significantly alleviate
congestion at the already over-
crowded Chhatrapat Shivaji
Maharaj International Airport
[CSMIA), which has been oper-
ating at full capacity, handling
52.8 million passengers this fis-
cal vear alone.

NMIA is poised o play a

critical role in boosting re-
glonal connectivity and econ-
omic growth, easing the
pressure on the cigy’s sole in-
ternational gateway while
strengthening Mumbals posi-
tion as & global hub.
Vijay Singhal, Manag-
ing Director of
CIDCO, emphasized
the importance of
this milestone, stat-
ing, “The successful
landing of a com-
mercial fight today not
only underscores the read-
iness of NMIA'Ss infrastructure
butalso marks a major step to-
ward operationalization. This
airport is not just a trans porta-
tion huk; its a key enabler for
the region's growth”

Asa public-private partmer-
ship between Adani Airports
Heldings Limited and CIDCO,
NMIA promises to be a catalyst
for the local economy,

P Contd on | nation

Navi Mumbai...

The airport isexpected to create thousands of jobs
and stimulate substantial growth in surmounding
areas like Panvel and Kharghar, driving real estate
development and infrastructure projects.

The first commercial flight, an IndiGo A320,
showceased the airport's preparedness for oper-
aticns. The successful flight test has brought the
afrport one step closer to seauring its serodrome
permit, expected by February 6, 2025 Domestic
operations are anticipated to commence in May
2025,

The first phase of NMIA’s Terminal 1, capable of
handling 20 million passengers annually, is near-
ing completion. Expansion will continue with
Terminal 2, slated for constructon from July 2025,
which will add capacity for an additional 30 mil-
lion passengers. By 2024, the airport is expected o
accommodate 50 million passengers annually,
with the full network of four terminals ultimately

handling up to 80 million passengers per year.

This new airport is a crucial addition to the
Mumbai Metrmopolitan Region, where passenger
traffic currently stands at 85 million. The addition
of NMIA will allow the region to meet rising
demand, offering a seamless travel experience for
passengers who might otherwise need to travel tn
other airports.

Bevond passenger services, NMIA will boast
two parallel runways, parking for 350 aircraft, and
a cargo terminal capable of handling 26 million
tonnes of goods annually The airport’s catchment
area spans Navi Mumbai, Raigad, and Pune, with
plans to connect the two major airports in the
regicn via road, rail, and metro systems, ensuring
a seamless travel experience for passengers.

As the countdown o its full operational launch
begins, NMLA is set to reshape the future of air
travel and economic development in the MMR,
ushering in a new em of connectivity for the
regiom.
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Navi Mumbai airport conducts

first flight validation test

The Navi Mumbai International Airport (NMIA)
successfully conducted its first commercial flight
validation test on Sunday in the presence of
DGCA ofhcials. An IndiGo A320 aircraft landed
on Runway 08/26 at the NMIA. The aircraft was
welcomed with the traditional water salute by
two crash fire tenders. “The successful
completion of the validation flight is a major
milestone. We are now one step closer to
operationalising the airport, prioritising safety at
every step,” said Arun Bansal, chief executive
officer, Adani Airport Holdings Ltd.




,ﬂ.IF?PUH ISAUT HUF’#T‘%’ ILJF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

LOKSATYA

DELHI

31 DECEMEER 2024

m e 3ilten & epes St v wawen

{ofetIoTol daforil I SRR AIDRI P AR AT Dol ol

7% faoett, A

A fammm FafE =1 9
E ke e e 7 i e i )
ferastt anfarat =it wevenT s S
w1 siFEE e e FEE
e = A T A T
ST | A% WA 1 s,
2025 T WITE EIW

A e T S
[ 9IS (AR ) &
TR, 9 H/9RA F foo
T daferd 1 G wd
TaTE T e 5
WHTTFA T ST B9 6
fem 10 w1, 2025 W W
T I[eh FRATERT dg- A
Rsticic ﬂm:r}'uﬁ'ms:r
TR0 AT B0 | ST
mﬁ?mnﬁz-m%ﬂ%ﬁ
HETEe A4 3N A & TS
 THT TH FHEHH TF F

-

T siftrat 3 =g amn
T B AT A A
AT, 2022 1, ‘G AN
e e faferm, 2022
yfergfem fam

T A TITERA A
=l HIE I (99 & |9
feereft orit = e
(Jro= ) faao wEn
T IMETIEA 41 | 3T WO
T st = e A
TS et & |-y At
F iy fvemm F 3@
F79H fawea vl 2, 9
¥ S, H e T -
S % WoT F & oy
25,000 § 50,000 90 7%

SHI W A |
Hieftard A frgs aw
ST T | e ol

1 AR A F A
T - e fata e =

T 34 SET, 2025 € WS

i1 B ] f s # | e
v fo = 9w oft e e
I T AT U
% for oSt v
F1 3 Fo faum= Foft &
Y IR 3T T ]

10 TGt 2025 e AERT AT
Aedfieurds-ani >
TR STl oT el 2P

Pl S R, dla -
25,0009

50,000 ST 75 I SeATe oo el &

s et T8 wifee B
F T A 7 | W S
e 5 IrEe =T 10 wIEd,
2025 THE TN B AR |
T AR ST TR
fou o= e, 2025 H 3
ety (Afvas faa v )
IS O g e
TR T aTel TIEEa
fmuwF, 2025 @
TE WA FHIA i AT R
™ #1 T ae fE T=

fafme, 2022" % H9ER,
TEES F IEE F WEH H
24 ¥ YEE O FETOrE
et & S S d
T e & T =
AT BN | 3 ST el
ZF1 ST I2E F A
TATEATEA FAET FAE |
T A Jel STEEE
=7t = =, e apEa
S (g o Ha),
forare 91T %7 1 A A
T SR A 2 = A
T A T =

A Tfeet €1 T S,
w1 fagm, A
HEA 3T FE I A
(7 U TR g
TATEE F TS 9 e A
) S s faao oft wen g
A FA F A FE R



;ﬁ”?PLHiISu&UJP1 HWTWEJFINLH&;

Corporate Communications Directorate

MILLENNIUM POST DELHT 31 DECEMBER 2024

203 arrests in IGIA’s
record visa fraud bust

MARESH BISWANI

NEW DELHI: IGI Airport
Palice have marked a record of
arresting 203 persons in a single
year cracking visa and passport
frauds against 98 arrested in the
year 2023. The feat stands as
lestimony Lo the new policy of
zeroing in on dismantling ille-

syndicates and high-profile
ﬁrﬂﬁml‘nhﬂ in I]';?Lui.rll-:ul'wr
than the victim of fraud itself,
The operations unveiled com-
plex networks of fraud, causing
some counterfedt visa factories
to collapse and putting long-
s‘la.nd.lné:::ffrnd.cg bf]ﬁnﬁd hall:}s.
This was indeed a milestone in
enhancing Indias immigration
system inlegrity,

Usha Rangnani, DCP, IGI
Airport, stated that the year
saw significant accomplish-
ments, such as the breakdown
of Lwo major fake visa faclories
in Delhi and Gujaral. A raid
in Tilak Nagar, West Delhi,
unearthed a highly sophisti-
cated furgl:r:,' aperation, which
was producing fake visas, coun-
terfeit immigration stamps,

and forged travel documents
to Canada, the United States,
and Europe. The police arrested
eight people including the mas-
termind, Manoj Monga, while
high-tech printing equipment
along with more than 800
counterfeited visa stickers was
recovered. Likewise, in Surat,
Gujaral, a factory of Prateek
Shah was unearthed, producing
counterfeit PR cards, work per-
mits, and student visas. During
this raid, seven persons were
arrested and passports and
blank PR cards along with the
most advanced equipment used
in making counterfeit were
seized. Investigations revealed
the use of advanced tech-
niques for visa forgery, pass-
port alterations, and fraudulent
travel documents.

Notable cases included a Rs
50 lakh scam and fake *Guaran-
teed Canadian Visas”™ on Ins-
tagram. The crackdown led to
121 Look Out Circulars and
the arrest of 56 long-standing
offenders. Public awareness
campaigns warned travellers
of immigration frand.
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Digi Yatra passengers’ data not shared
with I-T dept: Civil Aviation Ministry

NEW DELHI: The Civil Avia-
tion Ministry on Monday said
data of passengers who nse Digi
Yatra are mot shared with the
Indian tax authorities.

Earlier in the day, the I-T
Dy ent refuted reports
that Digi Yatra data will be used
to crack down on tax evaders.

Based on Facial Recognition
Technology (FRT), Digi Yatra

rovides for contactless, seam-
£55 movement of passengers at
various check points at airports.

The data shared by o passen-
ger for Diigi Yatra is stored inan
encrypted format. E: avail the
SETVECE, @ pas! r has bo regis-
1erhisorﬁcrmun ﬂ'l.cl:l?hl;
Yatra app using Aadhaar-based
validation and a self-image cap-
ture. In the next step, the board-

ing pass has to be scanned and
the credentials are shared with
the airport.

In a post on X, the minis-
try said there is no sharing of
Drigi Yatra passengers’ data with
Indian tax authorities.

“The Digi Yatra app follows
the Self-Sovereign Identity (S5I)
maodel, where Personally Iden-
tifiable Information (PII) and
travel credentials are stored
exclusively on the users device.
not an any central repository.
Furthermore, if a user unin-
stalls the Digi Yatra app, the
data is deleted entirely,” the
ministry said in a post on X

Further, the ministry said
girport systems autematically

purge passenger data within 24
hours of the tlight's departure.

The I-T Department, in
a Ec;l on X, refuted reports
which stated that Digi Yatra
data will be nzed to crack down
on tax evaders.

“In this connection, it is
clarified that as on date there
is mo such move by the @lnco-
meTaxIndia department,” it
said

Digi Yatra is managed by
the Digi Yatra Foundation.
Its shareholders are Airport
Authority of India {AAT),
Cochin International Airport
Ltd (CIAL), Bangalore Inter-
national Airport Lid (BIAL),
Dielhi International Airport Ltd
(DIAL), Hyderabad Interna-
tional Airport Ltd (HIAL) and
Mumbai International Airport
Lid (MIAL). m
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Navi Mumbai Airport
conducts commercial
flight test, to be functional
from early next fiscal

MPOST BUREAU

MUMBALI: The Navi Mumbai International Air-
port is expected to become operational early in
the next fiscal year, with its inauguration slated
for April 17, a senior official from the Adani
Group announced on Sunday.

Earlier that day, an IndiGo A320 aircraft
successfully landed on runway 26/08 of the
under-construction airport, marking a signifi-
cant milestone toward obtaining an aerodrome
licence for commercial operations.

"Our ambition is to do the commercial inau-
guration of the airport by April 17" Adani Air-
port Holdings Ltd CEO Arun Bansal told media
after the successful trial landing of the first civil
passenger aircraft. Bansal said that the domestic
operations will start from the second half of May
asafter the inangural flight some procedures will
have to be followed which will take about four
weeks time. And by the end of July, he said, "we
expect to start international operations.”

Navi Mumbai International Airport (NMAT)
took a further step toward becoming operational
with its first commercial flight validation test,
with the successful touchdown at 1.32 pm at
runway 26/08, it said. Continued on P&

Mumbai

The aircraft was wel-
comed with the traditional
water salute by two Crash
Fire Tenders (CFT) of
NMIA.

“This is a momen-
tous day for Navi Mum-
bai International Airport.
The successful completion
of the validation flight isa
muajor milestone, and we
are now one step closer to
operationalising the air-
port, prioritising safety at
every step,” said Bansal.

The touchdown of a
commercial aircraft vali-
dates and establishes the
synchronised functioning
of Instrument Approach
Procedures at NMIA.

The exercise includes
technical assessment, land-
ing and take-off manoeu-
vres, paving the way for the
DGCA to validate the data
collected from the flight
and for NMIA to receive
the aerodrome license,
which is essential to oper-
ate the airport.

Post the successful
landing, NMIA’ estab-
lished flight procedures
will be published in the
Electronic Aeronautical
Information Publication
(eAIP) for international
promulgation.

Prior to the landing of
the validation flight, NMIA
successfully conducted
the flight calibration of the
Instrument Landing Sys-
tem (ILS) and Precision
Approach Path Indicator
(PAPI), subsequently draft-
ing instrument approach
lr:rrocedures to prcLEcarc itself

or the arrival of the valida-
tion flight.
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First civilian jet test-lands, Navi
Mumbai airport ops from May

ManV A time s india gom
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After first civilian test flight landing,
Navi Mumbai airport set for May ops
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Much-awaited Navi Mumbai

airport

to start domestic flights from May
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First civilian jet test-lands, Navi
Mumbai airport ops from May

Manju¥atimescfindla.com
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21 days on, wandering Odisha tigress
Zeenat sedated & captured in Bengal

Was Tranquillised
After Five Failed
Attempts Since Sat

Krishnendu Mukherjee &
Riyan Ramanath | rw

Kolkata/Bhubaneswar: Tigress
Zeenat's 21-day hide-and-seck with
forest officials of three states since
straying out of Similipal in Odisha
on Dec 8 came to a close at 3.56pm
Sunday when she was tranquillised
and captured in a village of Beng-
al's Bankura after five failed at
tempts since Saturday afternoon.

Zeenat's walk on the wild side
took her ona nearly 300km journey
through Odisha, Jharkhand and
Bengal as forest personnel tracking
her tried every possible stratepgy to
keep her from entering human ha-
bitation, After her capture at Gosa-
indihi village in Bankura, the
drowsy tigress embarked on anot-
her 200km trip - this time on wheels
- toKolkata’s Alipore zoo,

Onee a basic health check is do-
ne, she will be “sent to the right des.
tination”, a source in the Bengal fo-
rest department said.

Odisha’s chief wildlife warden
Prem Kumar Jha said Zeenat would

lLeft} Tigress Zeenat, brought from Tad-uha to Snmllupal in 2023 pholugra.phed ciunng
the operation on Saturday. (Right} Some members of the team from the Sundarbans

Blinded by mob, 3-yr-old tigress finds home in Assam zoo

three-year-old Royal Bengal Tigress, battered and blinded by a mob with

stones and sticks in Nagaon district’s Kaliabor, Assam, in Nov, has found a
new home at Assam State Zoo cum Botanical Garden, where it will spend the rest
ofits life in captivity. The tigress was attacked by of villagers on Nov 21 after it
came into human habitat. it lost full vision of the right eye. The tigress's eyesight
could not be restored and it has been deemed unfit to returmn to the wild. The
tigress was recently relocated to the state zoo after it showed significant
improvement after treatment. Dr Pranab Das, forest veterinary officer at the zoo,
told TOI the tigress will be used for breeding once it attains its breeding age. T

be escorted “back to Similipal”. He
said the tigress was being taken to
Alipore zoo only for a health check
and to complete some official for-
malities “since she was captured in
Bengal territory”. Zeenat, he ad-
ded, was active and healthy
Bengal's chiel wildlife warden

Debal Roy said Sunday’s operation,
which started after 3pm, involved
firing a lone tranguillising dart.

Of the previous five shots since
Saturday, two were misses, “At one
point, she became sluggish from
the effect of the tranquilliser but
kept moving. We decided to abort

the operation around 4.30am Sun-
day " Roy said.

Remarkably, the tigress mana-
ged to remove one of the first three
darts thatstruck her. “Wewanted to
avoidany risk ol overdose, and hen-
ce resumed operation only after
Apm Sunday” said chiefl conserva-
tor of forests (south-east) 8 Kulan-
daivel. In the afternoon, foresters
elevated the net fence around the
1L5-hectare operational area. “Theo
forus was on preventing the big cat
from leaping across it and esca-
ping,” an official said.

Around 250 personnel from
Odisha and Bengal were involved
in the operation to capture Zeenat
amid growing fears of her possibly
straying into human habitation
From Bengal, 200 police and forest
personnel were on the job since Dec
20, when Zeenat sneaked into Bel-
pahari from Jharkhand, During its
nine-day stay In the state, she tra-
versed three districts — Jhargram,
Purulia and Bankura.

Zeenal had been brought to Si-
milipal from Maharashtra's Tado-
ba, and was released in Similipal
North's core area on Nov 23, CM
Mamata Baneriee congratulated
the foresters on the successful re-
scue operation ina poston X. (With
inpuats from Tanuja Singh Deo, Fal-
guni Banerjoe & Sujoy Khanra)
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‘Navi Mum airport to start
with 10-12m flyers per year’

P Creata
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Navi Mumbai Airport  indian air rorce's ¢-295 aireraft
gets the traditional ‘water salute’ to mark the inaugural flight
landing at the Mavi Mumbai airport on October 11, The city's
second airport will open to the public in May next year
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Ist civilian jet test-lands, Navi
ops from May

Mum airport
Mumbai: Two months ago
when an IAF jet landed on the
runway of the upcoming Navi
Mumbal international alr-
port(NMLA) ahead of thestate
election, nayvsayers said “but
ol air force planes can land
even on expressways’. On
Sunday, crossing a major mi-

Nitin Son i

INT'L FLIGHTS IN JULY

lestone towards the opening » Technical data collected by

of the long-delayed airport, an | Sunday’s flight (above) to be

IndiGo A320 aircraft touched used for aerodrome licence

down on the runway 08-26 as SR i

part of a series of tests, beco- mﬂm"mu&mmn‘

mingthe firstairine jet toland security
| processes for ops to begin

at NMIA, reports Manju V.
The city’s second commer-
cial airport is expected to have
a ceremonial inauguration on
April 17— missing the March-
end target by a fow weeks—
and in the second half of May,
airlines will commence do-

mestic flights, along with car-
go operations, By Julv-end, in-
ternational flights will start,
said Arun Bansal, CEQ, Adani
Airport Holdings Lid.

»10-12m flyers per yr', P 3
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SpiceJet to talk to Boeing for B737 deliveries

Chairman and MD Ajay Singh apprises investors of his plans at the company's AGM

DEEPAI PATEL
New Delhi, 30 December

US-based aircraft manufacturer Boeing

to resume deliveries of B737 Max planes

from its 2017 order, the airline's chairman and

managing director Ajay Singh said on Monday.

In January 2017, SpiceJet had signed a deal

with Boeing to purchase 205 planes, including
100 B737 Max aircraft.

Boeing sent about 13 planes from the order
before ceasing the deliveries as the airline start-
ed facing financial difficulties.

SpiceJet conducted its annual general
meeting on Monday wherein Singh told inves-
tors about his plans to restart the deliveries.
“We placed an order for 200 aircraft with
Boeing in 2017, and received 13 aircraft...we
will talk to Boeing to restart deliveries,” he
added. Singh said about 30 planes of the airline
are currently grounded and they will be
brought to service in “12 to 15 months.”

S piceJet is set to initiate discussions with

The airline has a full fleet of about 60
planes.

“At this point, the purpose of the secured
funding is to strengthen the company. Money
will be invested for growth and investors need
to have patience on interim dividends. We do
hope that shareholders will be rewarded with
a higher share price in the future,” he stated.

For the last several quarters, the low-cost
carrier has been grappling with a cash crunch
amid multiple legal battles over unpaid dues
to aircraft lessors, engine lessors and lenders.

The airline has been making losses for the
last six years.

The Gurugram-headquartered carrier
reported a 20 per cent year-on-year (Y-0-Y)
decline in consolidated net profit to ¥158.1
crore in the first quarter of 2024-25.

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) had, in October, removed SpiceJet
from “enhanced surveillance.” This was after
the airline successfully raised 3,000 crore
through a qualified institutional placement.

ROAD TO
RECOVERY

M [n 2017, the airline
signed a dealwith Boeing
to purchase 205 planes,
including100 B737 Max
aircraft

M Boeing sentabout13
planes before ceasing
deliveries due to airline's
financial difficulties

M 30 planesofthe airline
are currently grounded, will
be operational inthe next
12-15 months

B The airline reported a20% year-on-year declinein
consolidated profitto ¥158.1 crore in Q1FY25

Jgi‘uﬁiﬁ
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Air Kerala set to
start operations
by June 2025

Upcoming airline Air Kerala
on Monday said it is planning
to start operations by June
next year with the first flight
from the Kannur
International Airport.

Without disclosing the
maiden destination, the air-
line, which has already putin
place all key positions,
including of the CEO and
CFO, said it has inked a pact
with private airport operator
Kannur International Airport
Ltd (KIAL) to start flight serv-
ices on regional routes.

As part of the agreement,
Air Kerala initially will have
a substantial number of
departures from Kannur, to
nearby domestic destina-
tions within a flying range of
one-and-a-half hour. PTl
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Airlines have to share
int'l passenger data
with Customs from Apr

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 30 December

Airlines will have to mandatorily share
details of foreign travellers with the Indian
Customs authorities from April 1, 2025, and
non-compliance can attract penalties.

All air transport service providers oper-
ating flights to/from India will have to reg-
ister with the National Customs Targeting
Centre-Passenger (NCTC-Pax) by January
10, 2025, in order to comply with the require-
ment, according to a communication issued
by the Central Board of Indirect Taxes and
Customs (CBIC).

Details ranging from mobile number,
and payment mode to travel itinerary need
to be shared with the authorities 24 hours
before the departure of an international
flight. On August 8, 2022, the CBIC notified
the ‘Passenger Name Record Information
Regulations, 2022° under which airlines
were required to share passenger name
record (PNR) details of foreign travellers
with the Customs department.

This system is intended to enhance inter-
diction capabilities of authorities as well as
risk analysis of passengers.

In case an airline fails to share the data,
the Customs department can impose a fine
ranging from 325,000-50,000 for every act
of non-compliance, as per the regulations.

The CBIC had said the system to imple-
ment the regulation is being developed by
NCTC-Pax and the latter’s phased rollout is
envisaged from January 2025. The Customs
department also said that the PNRGOV sys-
tem — to collect requisite passenger infor-
mation — will be implemented on a pilot
basis with some airlines who have expressed
willingness to participate.
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Disruptive flier taken

off flight to Mumbai

HYDERABAD, DEC. 29

The RGIA police on Sunday
booked a woman for allegedly
behaving in an unruly man-
ner on a flight to Mumbai.

Police identified the woman
as Afreen Khan, 35, a home-
maker from the Charminar
area. She was heading to
Mumbai to meet her husband.

Before take-off, she report-
edly quarrelled with her hus-
band over the phone. She
later started quarrelling with
the cabin crew and the pas-
sengers for changing her seat,
police said.

The crew reported the mat-
ter to the RGLA police, who
registered a case under the

City Police Act. The police
made her deboard the flight,
she was tnken into custody
for a while and then let off. It
was suspected that she was be
under the influence.

Indige Airlines released a
formal statement regarding
this issue. They said, "A cus-
tomer on flight 6E 5195, sched-
uled to operate from
Hyderabad to Mumbai, was
declared unruly due to their
inappropriate behaviour
towards fellow passengers
and crew. As per protocol, the
individual was deboarded
and handed over to the secu-
rity agencies. We remain
committed to ensuring a safe
and respectful environment
for all and regret any incon-
venience caused.”
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Air Canada flight catches fire,
all passengers evacuated safely

Ottawa, Dec. 29: An Air
Canada flight coming
from St John's city on
Newfoundland Island had
a rough landing at the
Halifax airport in Goffs in
Nova Scotia province that
saw the aircraft skid down
the runway and part of it
catching fire.

A statement issued by
the airport sald the inci-

dent involved Air Canada
Flight 2259, which was
operated by PAL Airlines,
CBC News reported.

The incident happened
around 9:30 pm local time.
The statement does not
say how many people were
on the plane. The people
on board were evacuated,
and then takem to a
hangar.
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Jeju Air flight veers off the runway.

Flight slams into a wall.

Planeis engulfed in flames. reuters

South Korea’s worst plane
crash kills 179 passengers

Whatwe know  soutH

2lucky survivors;
plane was warned of
bird strike minutes
beforecrash

.

MUAN/SEQUL (SOUTH KOREA),
AGENCIES

passenger plane skidded

off a runway at a South

Orean airport on sun-

day, slammed into a concrete

fence and burst into flames

after its fronr landing gear

apparently failed to deploy.

Allbuttwo of the 181 people on

board died in one of the coun-
try’s worst aviation disasters.

The Jeju Air plane crashed
while landing in the town of
Muan, about 290 kilometres
south of Seoul. The Transport
Ministry said the plane was a
15-year-old Boeing 737-800 jet
thathadarrived from Bangkok
and that thecrash happened at
9.03am.

A bird strike was cited by
authorities as the likely cause
of the crash, which flung pas-
sengers out of the plane and
left it "almost completely
destroyed”, according to fire
officials.

Video showed the Boeing
737-800 landing on its belly ar
Muan International Airport,
skidding off the runway as
smoke streamed out from the
engines, before crashing into
awall.

“Of the 179 dead, 65 have

sofar
1] Jeiu Mrﬂlsht.ﬂylng =
I rt.i I!dnf bIrd $
airport, iswarn a
strike by the control tower 9 mﬁ"
duringits firstattemptat ¢
tanding shortly after 4 m‘ﬁ,’:“
9:00am 3’ landing gear
4 @ Plenesics
Minutes along the
ater,with  runway with
thepilotissuing  smoketrailing
out, untilit hitsa
wamim.ittries wall and bursts
toland again into flames
@ Officials suspect the accident
could have been caused by bird
strike and adverse weather conditions

Passengers were ejected

from the aircraft after it

collided with the wall, leaving little chance of survival

been identified,” the country's
lire agency said, adding that
DNA retrieval had begun.

All of the passengers were
Korean apart from two Thais,
with the youngest a three-
year-old boy and the oldest a
78-year-old, authorities said.

Only two people — both
Might attendants — were res-
cued from the crash, the fire
department said.

“Passengers were ejected
from the aireraftafter it collid-
ed with the wall, leaving little
chance of survival,”a local fire
official told families at a brief-
ing, according to a statement
released by the fire brigade,

Both black boxes — the
flight data recorder and the

-Local fire official

cockpit voice recorder — have
been found, deputy transport
minister Joo Jong-wan said at
a briefing. He said it may take
months for investigators to
complete their probe.

Bits of plane seats and lug-
gage were strewn across the
field next to the runway, not far
from the charred tail, offering
aglimpse intothe catastrophic
impact of the crash.

Boeing said in a statement
that it was in touch with Jeju
Airand stood “ready tosupport
them”,

South Korea's acting Presi-
dent Choi Sang-mok convened
anemergency cabinet meeting
and then visited the crash site
atMuan.
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M ‘Airlines Must Share Int'l
Flyers' Data with Customs’

NEW DELMI Airlines will
“ have to mandatorily share

details of foreigntravel-

lers with Indian customs
authorities from April 1, 2025, and
non-compliance can attract penalties
All air transport service providers
operating Nights to/from India will
have to register with the National
Customs Targeting Centre-Passenger
by January 10, 2025, Inorder (o
comply with the requirement, accor
ding to athe Central Board of indirect
Taxesand Customs,
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Spicelet holds

general meeting

Epicelet sharehalders an Monday
sought to know about the
airline's funding and expanson
plans dunng the anrueal general
meetng. At the AGH, the airline
said vanous guestions were
raised by the members T
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MUMBAI

Akasa Air
pilots seek
DGCA audit

Resentment among a sec-
tion of Akasa Alr pilots
continued allegedly over
training ssues with these
pilots seeking a detailed
DGCA audit of the airline
a day after the regulator
crdered suspension of two
senior airline officials for
certain |lapses, according
to a communication.ln a
detailed communication
to the civil aviation minis-
try and the DGCA on
Saturday, the section of
pilots has also mentioned
that they are in the pro-
cess of forming a pilots’
union at the airline,
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S Korea to inspect all Boeing
737s amid hunt for answers

During its second
landing attempt, the
Jeju Air jet received a
bird strike warning
from ground control.
Minutes later, pilot
issued distress signal

Associated Press

letters@hindustantimes.com

SEOUL: South Korean officials
said on Monday they will con-
duct safety inspections of all
Boeing 737-800 aircraft operated
by the country’s airlines, as they
struggle to determine what
caused a plane crash that killed
179 people a day earlier.

Sunday’s crash, the country’s
worst aviation disaster in dec-
ades, triggered an outpouring of
national sympathy. Many people
worry how effectively the South
Korean government will handle
the disaster as it grapples with a
leadership vacuum following the
recent successive impeachments
of President Yoon Suk Yeol and
Prime Minister Han Duck-soo,
the country's top two officials,
amid political tumult caused by
Yoon's brief imposition of mar-
tial law earlier this month.

New acting President Choi
Sang-mok on Monday presided
over a task force meeting on the
crash and instructed authorities
to conduct an emergency review
of the country's aircraft opera-
tion systems.

“The essence of a responsible
response would be renovating
the aviation safety systems on
the whole to prevent recurrences
of similar incidents and building
a safer Republic of South Korea,”
said Choi, who is also deputy
prime minister and finance min-
ister.

The Boeing 737-800 plane
operated by South Korean bud-
get airline Jeju Air aborted its
first landing attempt for reasons
that aren't immediately clear.

Then, during its second land-
ing attempt, it received a bird
strike warning from the ground
control centre before its pilot
issued a distress signal. The
plane landed without its front
landing gear deployed, overshot
the runway, slammed into a con-
crete fence and burst into a fire-
ball.

Alan Price, a former chief
pilotat Delta Air Lines and now
a consultant, said the Boeing
737-800 is a “proven airplane”
that belongs to a different class
of aircraft than the Boeing 737
Max jetliner that was linked to
fatal crashes in 2018 and 2019.

But South Korea's Transport
Ministry said on Monday it plans
to conduct safety inspections of

all of the 101 Boeing 737-800 jet-
liners operated by the country’s
airlines as well as a broader
review into safety standards at
Jeju Air, which operates 39 of
those planes. Senior ministry
official Joo Jong-wan said repre-
sentatives from the US National
Transportation Safety Board and
Boeing were expected to arrive
in South Korea on Monday to
participate in the investigation.

Ministry officials also said
they will look into whether the
Muan airport’s localiser —a con-
crete fence housing a set of
antennas designed to guide air-
craft safely during landings —
should have been made with
lighter materials that would
break more easily upon impact.

Joo said the ministry has
determined that similar concrete
structures are in other domestic
airports, including in Jeju Island
and the southern cities of Yeosu
and Pohang, as well as airports
in the United States, Spain and
South Africa.

Video of the crash indicated
that the pilots did not deploy
flaps or slats to slow the aircraft,
suggesting a possible hydraulic
failure, and did not manually
lower the landing gear, suggest-
ing they did not have time, said
John Cox, a retired airline pilot
and CEO of Safety Operating Sys-
tems in St. Petersburg, Florida.

Despite that, the jetliner was
under control and travelling ina
straight line, and damage and
injuries likely would have been
minimised if not for the barrier
being so close to the runway, Cox
said.

Other observers said the vid-
eos showed the plane was suffer-
ing from suspected engine
trouble but the landing gear mal-
function was likely a direct rea-
son for the crash. They said there
wouldn't likely be a link between
the landing gear problem and
the suspected engine issue.

Earlier on Monday, another
Boeing 737-800 plane operated
by Jeju Air returned to Seoul's
Gimpo International Airport
shortly after takeoff when the
pilot detected a landing gear
issue.

Song Kyung-hoon, a Jeju Air
executive, said the issue was
resolved through communica-
tion with a land-based equip-
ment centre, but the pilot
decided to return to Gimpo asa
precautionary measure.

Joo said officials were review-
ing whether there might have
been communication problems
between air traffic controllers
and the pilot. "Our current
understanding is that, at some
point during the go-around proc-
ess, communication became
somewhat ineffective or was
interrupted, ahead of the landing
and impact,” he said.

Mourners pay their respects at amemorial for the victims of the Jeju Air Co. Flight 2216 crash, that

killed at least 179 people, in Muan County, South Korea, on Monday.
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Investigators inspect the wreckage of Jeju Air Co. Flight 2216, to determine the cause of the worst

civil aviation accident ever in South Korea, at Muan International Airport, on Monday.

BLOOMBERG

South Korea seeks warrant to
detain impeached prez Yoon

SEOUL: South Korean law
enforcement officials requested
a court warrant on Monday to
detain impeached President
Yoon Suk Yeol as they investi-
gate whether his short-lived
martial law decree on Decem-
ber 3 amounted to rebellion.
The Corruption Investigation
Office for High-Ranking Offi-
cials, which leads a joint investi-
gation with police and military
authorities into the power grab

that lasted only a few hours,
confirmed it requested the war-
rant from the Seoul Western
District Court.

They plan to question Yoon
on charges of abuse of authority
and orchestrating a rebellion.

Yoon Kap-keun, the presi-
dent's lawyer, strongly
denounced the attempt to
detain him and filed a challenge
with the same court, arguing
that the warrant request was

invalid and legally flawed.

He also claimed the anti-cor-
ruption agency lacked the legal
authority to investigate rebel-
lion charges.

Still, he evaded answering
how the legal team would
respond if the court approved
the warrant for the president’s
detainment.

“An incumbent president
cannot be prosecuted for abuse
of power,” the lawyer said. ap
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SPICEJET AIMS TO
OPERATIONALISE
30 GROUNDED
PLANES AGAIN

Daanish Anand
daanish.anand@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Budget carrier Spi-
ceJet Ltd. aims to operationalise
30 Boeing 737 MAX aircraft,
grounded for reasons ranging
from payment default to lessors
and component shortages, in
the next 12-15 months as it seeks
to expand its services.

Speaking at the company's
annual general meeting on
Monday, chairman and manag-
ing director Ajay Singh also
hinted at resuming talks with
aircraft manufacturer Boeing
for pending deliveries. The air-
line had placed an order for 200
B737 MAX aircraft with the
American firmin 2017.

Singh said, “We will restart
our talks with Boeing, we
received 13 aircraft, we will talk
with the company to restart
deliveries, hopefully we can do
this in the upcoming months.”

India needs to have more air-
lines to prevent the market from
becoming a duopoly, Singh said.
The airline aims to havea fleet
of 100 aireraft by 2026-end,
from the current 28 operational
aircraft. India’s aviation market
is dominated by IndiGo, the
country’s largest airline, and the
Tata Group-owned Air India.

Experts see Spicelet's
announcement on its grounded
planes and restarting delivery
talks with Boeing as a welcome
step for the market. Sanjay
Lazar, CEO of Avialaz Consult-
ants, said, “The announce-
ment...is a bold move in the
strangled Indian aviation mar-
ket. The current duopoly needs
to be challenged by both Spice-
Jet and Akasa and more new-
comers. The addition of fresh
capacity and accelerated deliv-
eries by Boeing would mean a
significant uptick in SpiceJet’s
flying portfolio. It could also
lower airfares and add more fre-
quencies on demand-hungry
sectors.”

Lazar feels that Spicelet
needs a stronger operations
team to regain its position. He
added, “While ramping capac-
ity, if SpiceJet can improve pas-
senger services and tighten
on-time performance, they will
rebuild consumer confidence
with the brand.”
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Incidents on loop, but it’s escape for regulator; airlines

he recent incident, on December 5,

2024, involving an Air India Airbus

A320 aircraft at Goa’s Mopa airport is

another wake-up call for Indian
aviation. The crew of the Hyderabad-bound
aircraft had to reject takeoff after entering a
parallel taxiway instead of the main runway. This
is not the first time an event such as this has
happened to airlines in India. This falls under the
category of runway confusion. The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA), the regulatory
body that primarily deals with safety issues, as we
have seen during the past 20 years, will blame
the pilots and sweep the report under the carpet.
The blame, squarely, points to the regulator and
the airlines. It has failed to learn from earlier
events.

The International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO)’s Annex 13 makes it mandatory for a
member-state to investigate accidents, serious
incidents and also incidents and identify the
cause and take corrective steps to prevent a
recurrence.

Series of incidents

The history of runway confusion errors by Indian
carriers is long. In 1993, a Jet Airways Boeing 737
inaugural flight to Coimbatore landed at the Sulur
air base of the Indian Air Force instead of
Peelamedu civil airport. In September 2002, a Jet
Airways Boeing 737 landed on the taxi track in
Dabolim airport in Goa. In June 2007, a Spicejet
Boeing 737 landed on the wrong runway at Delhi.
In December 2008, a Spicejet Boeing 737 landed
on a wrong runway at Kolkata. In March 2009, a
Jetlite CR] landed on a wrong runway at Kolkata.
In September 2018, an Air India Airbus A320 on
the Delhi-Thiruvananthapuram-Male sector
landed on a wrong (under construction) runway
in the Maldives.

Just a month earlier, a Jet Airways Boeing 737
had to abort takeoff while on a taxiway at Riyadh
in Saudi Arabia. In January 2014, an Air India
Boeing 787 almost landed at Melbourne’s
Essenden airport before air traffic control
directed the crew to Melbourne Tullamarine
airport. And in December 2020, a Spicejet Boeing
737 had a hard touchdown short of the runway
threshold in Guwahati, Assam.

Captain A.
(Mohan)
Ranganathan

a former airline
instructor pilot and
aviation safety
adviser. He is also a
former member of the
Civil Aviation Safety

Advisory Council
(CASAC), India

That frequent
and the same
kind of serious
aviation
incidents keep
recurring in
India points to
deficiencies in
regulation and
training
standards

Had the DGCA and the airlines concerned
taken proactive and corrective steps, India would
not have to cut a sorry figure in international
aviation. India is lucky that none of these events
resulted in fatalities. The blame is apportioned to
pilot error while the airlines and the regulator
walk away without accountability:.

In June 2010, in the first meeting of the Civil
Aviation Safety Advisory Council (CASAC),
formed after the Mangaluru crash of an Air India
Express flight (May 2010), this writer had
highlighted some of the events, between 2002
and 2009, in a presentation before the Union
Minister of Civil Aviation. If such serious incidents
are still taking place in 2024, the blame falls
squarely on the Ministry of Civil Aviation, the
DGCA and the airlines for their failure to prevent
a recurrence.

Singapore took corrective measures

Contrast this with an incident involving a
Singapore Airlines flight in Taiwan on October 31,
2000. The crew were trying to expedite their
departure before the airport closed due to a
typhoon. They took off from a wrong runway
which had been partially closed. The aircraft
crashed into construction equipment, exploded
in a fire and several passengers died. It was night,
in heavy rain and with strong winds. Singapore
took corrective measures and there has not been
a serious incident till date. Can India not learn
from them?

Airlines in India have had a repeated number
of accidents involving high and fast approaches,
resulting in runway overruns since 2005. In
October 2005, an Air Sahara Boeing 737 went off
the runway at Mumbai and there was serious
damage to the aircraft. In March 2015 a Spicejet
DHS-D sustained damage during a runway
excursion on landing in Hubli. In July 2019, a
Spicejet Boeing 737 overran the runway in
Mumbai on landing and was damaged. In
December 2016, a Jet Airways Boeing 737 went off
the runway at Goa after a rejected take oft

A majority of those aircraft have resulted in
hull losses and some such as the Mangaluru and
Kozhikode (2020) crashes have resulted in the
loss of 179 lives. In all those overrun accidents,
pilots have been blamed but never the poor

training and safety standards of airlines, the
non-compliance with ICAO standards on
aerodrome infrastructure and the failure of the
DGCA’s and Airport Authority of India’s safety
audits that have covered up serious deficiencies.
The Flight Standards Directorate of the DGCA —
which is supposed to oversee standards — has
failed miserably, as it is the same type of
accidents that have occurred and aircraft have
been written off.

Pressure on crew

India has one of the worst set of regulations on
flight and duty time limitations for flight crew.
Pilots and cabin attendants are pressured to
operate in violation of flight time limits, flight
duty limits and rest periods. The new addition to
pressure on flight deck crew is the hydra-headed
monster called “on time performance”, or OTP.
Many of these errors can be attributed to the OTP
pressure and failure of crew resource
management in the cockpit.

In the Kozhikode crash, the captain was in a
hurry to land because he was required to operate
the next day’s flight. The accident is a classic case
of “press-on-it is” where, once the pilot gets fixed
on to the landing strip, no inputs are received
from the other pilot. The same happened in the
Mangaluru accident. Repeated calls by the
co-pilot to go around were ignored.

The incident, in Mopa, Goa, shows a lack of
knowledge of runway markings by the pilots.
Runways and not the taxi track have specific
markings. Pilots landing short is also an
indication of a lack of knowledge of runway
markings and non-compliance of stabilised
approach criteria. Airline training and safety
departments should wake up and address these
serious training deficiencies.

India has to move from the old adage,“If a pilot
is alive, blame him. If he is dead, bury him”. The
recent deferment of flight and duty time limits at
the behest of airline managements is a serious
safety issue. To add fuel to the fire is a High Court
decision asking the DGCA to negotiate with the
two sides to find a suitable solution. Safety and
fatigue are not negotiable. This is another
instance of the judiciary having no clue about
aviation safety.
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FINANCIAL STABILITY REPORT OF THE RBI

After slowdownin HIFY23, prospects of
economy toimprove, says RBl Governor

HITESHVYAS
MUMEA| DECEMBER 30

FOLLOWING A period of slower
growth amid continued global
uncertainties, the prospects of
the Indian economy arelikely to
improve hereon, Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) Governor Sanjay
Malhotra said on Monday.,

The gross domestic product
{GDP) growthslowedto a seven-
quarter low of 5.4 per centin
July-September, comparedto 6.7
per cent in April-June 2024, The
GDPgrowth inboth thequarters
were much lower than the RBI's
estimate of 7.1 per centinQ1 and
7 per centin Q2FY25,

“Notwithstanding the uncer-
tainties shrouding the global
macrofinancial ethos as it un-
folds, prospects for the Indian
economy are expected toim-
prove after theslowdown in the
pace of economic activity in the
first half of 2024-25," Malhotra
wrote in the foreword of the
Financial Stability Report (FSR)
of the RBL, released on Monday.

Consumer and businesscon-
lidence for the year ahead re-
main high and the investment
scenario is brighter as corpora-

$The Indian EXPRESS

Express File

tions step into 2025 with robust
balance sheets and high prof-
itability, Malhotrasaid in his first
communique after taking over
asthe chargeof RBIGovernoron
December 11.

Against an uncertain global
backdrop, theIndianeconomyis
exhibiting steady growth, under-
pinned by solid macroeconomic
fundamentals and strong do-
mestic growth drivers, the
Financial Stability Report said.

Real GDP growth is expected
torecoverinQ3and Qdof2024-
25 supported by pick up in do-

Tue,

Notwithstanding the
uncertainties
shrouding theglobal
macrofinancial ethos asit
unfolds, prospects for
thelndian economy are
expected to improve after
theslowdowninthe pace
of economic activityinthe
firsthalf of 2024-25"

—SANJAY MALHOTRA
RBIGOVERNOR

INTHE FOREWORD OF THE
FINANCIAL STABILITY REPORT

mestic drivers, mainly public
consumption and investment,
strong service exports and easy
financial conditions, the report
said.

As the RBlstrives to preserve
financial stability to support a
higher growth path for the
Indian economy, its focus re-
mains steadfast on maintaining
stability of financial institutions
and, more broadly, systemic sta-
bility, Malhotra said.

“We continue to secure and
anchor public trust and confi-
dence to support India's aspira-
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tional goals. We remaincommit-
ted to developing a modern fi-
nancial system thatiscustomer-
centric, technologically
leveraged and financially inclu-
sive,"the Governor said.

Financial sector regulators in
the country too are intensifying
reforms and sharpening their
surveillance against the back-
drop of the soundness of the fi-
nancial system bolstered by ro-
bust earnings, low levels of
impaired assets and strong cap-
ital buffers,

The report showed that the
asset quality of banks improved
further, with their gross non-per-
forming asset {GNPA) ratio de-
dining toa 12-yearlow of 2.6 per
centin September 2024 net NFA
ratio at around 0.6 per cent. As
per the macro stress test, banks
GNPA may rise to 3 percentin
March 2026 under the baseline
scenario. In adverse scenarios,
GNPAs may further increase to 5
percent or 5.3 percent.

“Stress test results reveal that
capital levels of the banking sys-
tem as well as of the non-bank-
ing financial companies(NBFCs)
sectorwill remain well above the
regulatory minimum even un-
deradversestressscenarios,” the

Governor stated.

As per the stress test, the ag-
gregate Capital to Risk-Weighted
Assets Ratio(CRAR ) of46 major
banksmayfall from 16.6 per cent
in September 2024 to 165 per
cent by March 2026 under the
baseline scenario. No bank
would fall short of the minimum
capital requirementof 9 per cent.

The F5R report said that vul-
nerabilities in the form of
stretched equity valuations,
pockets of stress in the microfi-
nance and consumer credit seg-
ments and risks from external
spillovers require close moni-
toring,

On the global economy, the
RBI Governor said as monetary
policy gains headroom to further
support economic activity, fi-
nancial conditions can be ex-
pected to remain easy and con-
tributeto animprovement inthe
trajectory of global GDP from a
prolonged phase of low growth.

The medium-term outlook,
however, remains challenging,
with downside risks from possi-
ble intensification of geopoliti-
cal conflicts, sporadic financial
market turmoil, extreme climate
events and rising indebtedness,
he said.
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Stress test: Banks’ GNPA
ratio may rise to 3% in Mar
2026 from 2.6% in Sept 2024

ENSECONOMICBUREAU
MUMEAI DECEMEER 30

THE GROSS non-performing as-
sets (GNPA) rato of scheduled
commercial banks (SCBs) which
declined to a 12-year low of 2.6
per centin September 2024, may
riseto 3 per centinMarch 2026.

The estimate for GNPA ratio
for March 2026 is based on the
macro stress tests, performed to
assess the resilience of banks' bal-
ance sheets tounforeseenshocks
emanating from the macroeco-
nomic environment.

“The aggregate GNPA ratio of
the46 banksmay rise from 2.6 per
cent in September 2024 to 3 per
cent in March 2026 under the
haseline scenario,” the RBl saidin
its Financial Stability Report for
December 2024,

The GNPA ratio of banks may
further rise to 5 percent and 5.3
per cent, respectively, in March
2026, under adverse scenario 1
and adverse scenario 2. While the
baseline scenario is derived from
the forecasted path of macroeco-
nomic variables, the two adverse
scenanosare stingentconserva-
tive hypothetical stress scenarios.

The GNPA ratios of public sec-
torbanks(PSBs) mayrisefrom3.3
percent inSeptember 2024 to 73
percentin March 2026 whereas it
may go up from 1.9 per cent in
September 202410 29 percentin
March 2026 for private sector
banks (PVBs) and from 09 percent
to 1.4 per cent for foreign banks.
The stress test results revealed that
the aggregate capital to risk-
weightedassets ratio ((RAR Jof 46
major SCBs may fall from 1656 per
centinSeptermber 2004 t0 165 per
cent by March 2026 under the
baseline scenarioand to 157 per
centunderadversescenano 2.

No bank would fall short of the
minimumecapital requirement of

$The Indian EXPRESS

Macro
@ stresstest

EXPLAINED

UNDER BASELINE sce-
nario, banks' gross NPA
may increase to 3 per cent
in March 2026 from 26
per cent. However, the
bad loan ratio may further
rise o5 percentand 5.3
per cent, res pectively, in
March 2026, under two
adverse scenarios.

9 per centunder both the scenar-
ios. However, under adverse sce-
nano1,SCBs aggregate (RAR may
deplete to 14.3 per cent and four
banks may breach the minimum
capital requirement of 9 per cent,
the report said.

Therepart showed that the as-
set quality of SCBs improved fur-
ther, with their GNFAratio dedin-
ingto a 12-year low of 2 5 per cent
inSeptember 2024.

The half-yearly slippage ratio,
measuring newaccretions toNPAs
as ashare of standard advances at
the beginning of the half-year, in-
creased marginally to 0.7 percent
as at Septernber 2024. The provi-
sioning coverage ratio {PCR ) of
banks improved further to 77 per
centin September 2024, largely
due to proactive provisioning by
PSBs, The write-off to GNPA ratio
for foreign banks rose in
September 2024 while that of
PSBs and PVBs dedined margin-
ally. "Disageregation of NPA move-
ments reveals that write-offs re-
main a significant component of
NPAreduction,” the repont said.

Thereport further said theim-
provementinassetquality of SCBs
was broad based across sectors
and bank groups. [n the personal
loans segment, asset quality re-

mained larzely stable, except for
a marginal uptick in respect of
credit card receivables across bank
groups, whichrecorded the high-
est credit growth within the per-
sonalloanssegmentandmay re-
quire careful monitoring

Delinquency levels in con-
sumer credit remained stable for
banks and NBFCs. However, rising
impairment was seen in the un-
secured retail Inan portfolios, it
said Moreover, upgradationis de-
clining and slippage from spedal
mention account 2 (SMA-2) to
MPAs areon the rise.

“Mearly half of the borrowers
availing credit card and personal
loans have another live retail loan
outstanding, which are often
high-ticket loans(i.e,, housing
and/or vehicle lnan),” the report
said. Giventhat a defaultin any
loan category results in other
loansofthe same borrowerbeing
treated as non-performing by the
lending financialinstitution, these
largerand secured loans are at sk
of delinguency fromslippagesin
relatively smaller personal loans,
itsaid.

First default i1s mostly ob-
served inunsecured advances;
among the borrowers at nskofde-
fault (i.e., advances in SMA cate-
gory ), risk ofdelinquency is trend-
ing highamongst bormowerswho
inaddition to a personal loan or
credit card outstanding have
availed other retail loans, itsaid.

According to the FSR, 11 per
cent of the borrowers originating
a personal loan under Rs 50,000
had an overdue personal loanand
over 60 per cent of them had
availed more than three loans
during 2024-25 0 far.

hMoreover, nearly three-fifths
of customers who have availed
personal loans in Q2 of 2024-25
had more than three live loans at
the time of origination, thereport
said.

Tue, 31 December 2024
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Airlines must share int’l flyers’
data with Customs from 1 April
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SpiceJet’s grounded planes to fly again

dannigh anandEhvemintcom
MNEW DELHI

wdgel carrier Spicelel
B Lzl aimes to operational-

i 3 Boeing 737 MAX
aircraft. grounded for reasons
ringing from payment default
1o lessors and Componeni
shortages, in the next 12-15
ot hisas it seeks to expand its
SETVICES,

Speaking at the company's
annual general meeting on
Moncday, chairman and man-
dging director Ajay Singh also
hinted at resuming talkswith
gireraft mamifaciurer Bocing
for pending deliveries. Tho
atirtine had placed an order for
200 BV37 MAX aircrafl with
the American firm in 2007,

Sirngh sauied, “Wee willl restard
our talks with Bocing, we
received 15 aircrali, we will
talk with the company to
restart deliveries, hopefully we
can do this in the upeoming
months,”

Inelia peeds (o have more
girlinestoprevent the market
from becoming a duopaly,
Singhsaid, Theatrlineaimsin
Bave a feet ol 100 aircralt by

The airline currantly has 147 daily flights and connects 28 domestic

and dinternational destinations.

2026-cmul, from the curment 28
operational aircraft. India's
aviation marken isdominated
by IndiGo, thecountry's lang
est airline, and the Tarta
Group-owned Air India,
Experts see Spicelot's
announcement  on  ifs
grounded planes and restart-
ing delivery talks with Boeing
as aweleome step for the mar
ket Sanjay Lazar, CEO of Avia-
laz Consultants, said, “The
announcement..is a bold
move inthe strangled Indian
aviation markel, The current
duapaly needs o be chal-

REUTERS

lenged by both Spiceet and
Akasa and more newcomers.
Theaddition of firesh capacity
aned secelemtbed deliveries ly
Boeing would mean a signifi-
catntuptich in Spioetet's Dving
portfolio. It could also lower
girfares and add more fre-
quencies on demand-hungry
SeCtors.”

Lazar feels that Spice.Jet
needs a stronger operations
fezaem (o regzain its position, He
added, “While ramping capac-
ity, if Spicelet can improve
puarssenger services amd tighten
on-time performance, they

will rebuild consumer confi-
denee with the bramd.™

Earlier this vear, the cash-
strapped airline mised $3,000
crore througha gqualified insti
tutional placement to opera-
tiomalize itsgrounded planes,
and expand into new markets.
Singh also emphasized that
the purpose of the secuned
lunding is to stremgthen the
girline and imvestors need (o
have patience on interim divi-
dend. Singh hopes that the
shareholders will be rewarded
witha ligher shame price in the
Muture as the airline rebuoilds
itself.

The airline currently has 147
dailv flights and connects 38
dlomestic and 3 internationml
destinations, At present, the
dirline has 30 Boeing, 24
Q00 mirerall and Gwet leased
aircraft in its fleet. with ondv 28
aireraft being operational. The
airline earlier this month
entered into an agreement
with US-based maimtenanoe,
repair, and overhaul company
Stamdard Aero Ine. (o restore
grounded Boeing T37-8 MAX
fleet. Three alrerafi are
expected (o join the Meet by
Apil 2025,
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Airlines to mandatorily
share int’l passenger data
with Customs from April

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: Authorities
have mandated that all air-
lines operating international
flights to and from India
must share detailed passen-
ger information with customs
officials sla.'rhng}.]:rri] 1, 2025,

The Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and Customs
{CBIC) has issued a directive
requiring air carriers Lo regis-
ter with the Mational Customs
Targeting Centre-Passenger
{NCTC-Pax) by January 10,
2025. Aidines musl pro-
vide comprehensive passen-
ger information, including
mobile numbers, payment
details, and travel itineraries,
24 hours before |nl£mﬂ-|r.1na.1

flight departures.

This initiative stems
from the ‘Passenger Name
Record Information Regu-
lations, 2022, which was
initially notified in August
2022, The regulation aims Lo
strengthen the authorities
ability 1o conduct risk analy-
sis and improve interdiction
capahilities at borders.

Non-compliant airlines
face substantial p:.TlaJ.li::i.

_with fines Continued on P4

Airlines

ranging from Rs 25000 1o
Bs 50,000 for each instance of
violation. The implementation
will proceed in phases, begin-
ning with a pilot pro in early
11]2%. Sc]tclﬂLrIm]:::s ﬁ!ﬂ‘ﬂ.‘ vol-
unteered will participate in the
PNRGOV system pilot phase,
scheduled to conclude by Febru-
ary 10, 2025, The full-scale opera-
tion will commence on April 1,
2025, for individual airlines, while
those operating through global
distribution systems (GDS) will
b:gi:n Lump]ia.ru:a: from June 1,
2025. Required passenger infor-
mation includes comprehensive
details such as passenger names,
payment information including
credit card numbers, ticket issu-
ance dates, travel itineraries, and
associated traveller information
within the same PNR. Alrlines
miust also provide contact details,
including email addresses and
mobile numbers, travel agency
information, baggage details, and
code-share arrangements.

This new system represents a
significant step forward in Indias
efforts 1o modernise its customs
and border security infrastruc-
ture, aligning with international
practices for passenger data col-

lection and anai)—'sls.
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179 killed as airliner
crashes in South Korea

SEOUL, Dec 29: A passenger
plane skidded off a runway at a
South Korean airport on Sunday,
slammed into a concrete fence
and burst into flames after its
front landing gear apparently
failed to deploy. All but two of the
181 people on board died in one
of the country's worst aviation
disasters.

The Jeju Air plane crashed while
landing in the town of Muan, ahout
290 km south of Secul. The Trans-
port Ministry said the plane was a
15-year-old Boeing 737-800 jet that
had arrived from Bangkok and that
the crash happened at 9:03 am local
time,

A total of 179 people - 85 women,
#4 men and 10 others whose genders
weren't immediately identifiable -
died in the fire, the South Korean fire
agency said. Emergency workers
pulled two people, both crew mem-
bers, to safety. Health officials said
they are conscious and not in life-
threatening condition.

Among the 177 bodies so far found,
officials have so far identified 88 of

— s ' 1=
The wreckage of the plane at Muan Intema

AR

them, the fire agency said. The pas-
sengers were predominantly South
Korean as well as two Thai nationals,
Thailand's Foreign Ministry said its
embassy in Seoul received confirma-
tion from South Korean authorities
that the two Thai passengers were
among the fatalities,

The fire agency deployed 32 fire
trucks and several helicopters to con-

Air Canada flight
catches fire

OTTAWA, Dec 29: An Air Canada
flight coming from St John's city on
Newfoundland Island had a rough land-
ing at the Halifax airport in Goffs in
Nowva Scotia province that zaw the air-
craft skid down the runway and part
af it catching fire,

A statement issued by the airport
said the incident involved an Air Can-
ada flight operated by PAL Airlines,
CBC News reported. The incident
happened around 9:30 pm local time.
The statement did not say how many
people were on the plane. — PTI

tional Alrport in South Korea on Sunday. — AP/PTI

tain the blaze. About 1,570 firefight-
ers, police officers, soldiers and other
officials were also sent to the site, ac-
cording to the fire agency and trans-
port ministry.

Footage of the crash aired by South
Korean television channels showed
the plane skidding across the airstrip
at high speed, apparently with its
landing gear still closed, overrunning
the runway and colliding head-on with
a concrete wall on the outskirts of
the facility, trigeering an explosion.
Other local TV stations aired foot-
age showing thick plumes of black
smoke billowing from the plane,
which was engulfed in flames.

Lee Jeong-hyeon, chief of the
Muan fire station, told a televized
briefing that the plane was complete-
Iy destroyed, with only the tail as-
sembly remaining recognisable
among the wreckage. He said that
workers were looking into various
possibilities about what caused the
crash, including whether the aircraft
was struck by hirds.

# SEE PAGE 2

179 killed ...

(Contd from page 1)

Transport Ministry officials later said their early assessment
of communication records show the airport control tower is-
sued a bird strike warning to the plane shortly before it intend-
ed to land and gave its pilot permission to land in a different
arez. The pilot sent out a distress signal shortly before the
plane overshot the end of the runway and skidded across a
buffer zone before hitting the wall.

Senior Transport Ministry official Joo Jong-wan said work-
ers have retrieved the flight data and cockpit voice recorders of
the plane’s black box, which will be examined by government
experts investigating the cause of the crash and fire. He said it
may take months for investigators to complete their probe.
The runway at the Muan airport will be closed until January 1,
the ministry said. Jeju Air in a statement expressed its “deep
apology” over the crash and said it will do its “utmost to manage
the aftermath of the accident”.

In a televised news conference, Kim E-bae, Jeju Air's
president, bowed deeply with other senior company officials as
he apologized to bereaved families and said he feels “full re-
sponsibility” for the incident. Kim =aid the company hadn't
identified any mechanical problems with the aircraft following
regular checkups and that he would wait for the results of gov-
ermment investigations into the cause of the incident. Boeing
said in a statement an X it was in contact with Jeju Air and is
ready to support the company in dealing with the crash, - AP
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IT Department denys reports
linking DigiYatra to tax data

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B MEW DELHI

Thr: Income Tax Depariment has dis-
missed media reports claiming that
data from the DigiYatra app would be used
to track tax evaders. In a statement on
Monday, December 30, 2024, the d::pa.rl
ment clarified, “Mews articles are circulat-
ing aboul DigiYatra data being used to
crack down on tax evaders. We wanl to
confirm that, as of now, there is no such
initiative by the Income Tax Department.”
The clanlicalion came after a media
report alleged that the tax department had
aceessed passenger data from the Digi'Yatra

app. The article claimed this data was being
Lmnpmd with tax lings to identify dis-

erepancies, particularly focusing on fre-

quent flyers and those taking high-value
indernational trips. According to the report,
notices were expected to be issued in 2025
targeting individuals who either don't fle
tax returns or underreport their income.
Responding to the concerns, Surésh
Khadakabhavi, CEO of DigiYatra, also clar-
ified that the app does not centrally store
passenger data. In a post on X, he
explained, "DigiYatra ensures data securi-
ty and privacy. There is no central storage
of biometric or personal information. All

data remains on users’ devices, and facial
authentication is decentralized. With over
% millicn users and 42 million secure jour-
neys, privacy is our top priority” Press
Inlormation Bureau’s Fact Check Unit also
described the media report as “fake news”
DrigiYatra is a Government initiative under
the Ministry of Civil Aviation aimed at mak-
iy air travel paperles and more convenient.
The app wses facial recognition technology
along with passengers’ [0, biometric, and
flight details 1o enable faster access through
airport checkpoints. However, it is impor-
tant to note that using the app is entirely
aptional for travelers.
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179 die in Korea runway inferno

Seouk A passenger planeskid-
ded off a runway al a South
Korean alrport on Sunday,
slammed into a concrete fence
and burst into ames aller its
front landing gear apparentily
fniled to deploy, All but two of
the 181 people on board died in
one of the country’s worst avi-
ation disasters,

The Jeiu Alr plane crashed
while landing in the town of
Muan, about 200km south of
Seoul The transport ministry
sald the plane was a 15-year-
old Boelng 737-800 jet that had
arrived from Bangkok and that
the crash happened a9 0&am.

A total of 179 people — 85
women, 84 men and 10 others
whose genders weren't im-
mediately identifiable — died
in the fire, the South Korean
fire agency said. Emergency
workers pulled two people,
both erew members, to safie-
ty. Health officials said they
were consclous and nol In
life-threatening condition.

Among the 177 bodles so
far found, officials have lden-
tified 88, the fire agency sald.
The passengers were predom-
Inantly South Korean, as well
as two Thai nationals. Thai-
land’s forelgn ministry said
its embassy in Seoul received
eonfirmation firom South Ko-
rean authorities that the two
Thai passengels were among
the fatalities.

The fire agency deployed
32 fire trucks and several hel-
leopters lo contain the blaze

Firefighters and rescue workers near the wreckage of the

plane at the Muan alrport in South Korea on Sunday.
IAFPTL

About 1,570 firefighters, police
officers, soldiersand other offi -
cials were also sent to the site,
according 1o the fire agency
and trans port ministry.

Footage of the crash aired by
South Korean television chan-
nels showed the plane skidding
across the airstripat high speed,
apparently with its landing
gear still closid, overrunning
the runway and colliding with
a concrede wall on the outskirts
of the facility, triggering an ex-
plosion. Other local TV stations
aired footage showing thick
plumes of black smoke billow-
ing from the plane, which was
engulfed inflames.

Lee Jeong-hyeon, chiefl

of the Muan fire station, told
a televised briefing that the
plane was completely de-
stroyed, with only the tall as-
sembly remaining recognisa-
ble among the wreckage, Lee
sald workers were looking into
various possibilities about
what caused the crash, includ-
ing whether the aircraft was
struck by hirds, Lee sald.
Transport ministry offi-
cials later said their early as-
sessment of communication
records show the alrport con-
trol tower issued a bird strike
warning to the plane shortly
before it intended to land and
gave its pllot permission to
land in a dilferent area. The

pllot sent out a distress signal
shortly before the plane over
shot the end of the runway
and skidded across a bufler
zone before hitting the wall,
the officials said.

Senjor transport minis-
try afficial Joo Jong-wan said
warkers had retrieved the
Might data and cockpit voice
recorders of the plane's black
box, which will be examined
by government experts inves-
tigating the cause of the crash
and fre. He sald It may take
months for Investigators to
complete their probe. The run-
way at the Muan alrport will
be closed until January 1, the
ministry said,

Thailand’s Prime Minister,
Paetongtarn Shinawatra, ex-
pressed deep condolences to
the families of those affected
by the accident in a poston X
Paetongtaorn sakd she had or-
dered the ministry of foreign
affairs to provide assistance
immediately.

Kerat] Kijmanawat, the
director of Alrports of Thal-
land, confirmed in o statement
that Jeju Alr Night 7C 2216 had
departed from Suvarnabhu-
mi alrport with no reports of
abnormal conditions with the
aircraft or on the runway,

Jeju Alr in a statement ex-
pressed its “deep apology " over
the crash and said it would do
its “utmost to manage the aflter
math of the accident”.

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2 b

Flames and smake emanite fron (he plane after the runway accldent at the Mian alrport

I South Korea on Sunday. (Reasen)

179 die in runway inferno

P FROM PAGE 1

i tedevised news conference,
Kb E- b, Jerfun Adr's presdelend,
bowed deeply with ofhier sendor
eompany officlils as he spale-
glsed 10 bereaved Guiles and
said he el “Tull responsibili-
%" for the incident, Kim said
the company hodn't idemnt{fied
any mechanicil problems with
the mdicralt following regular
checkups and that he would
will for the resulis of govern-
ment investigallons lnto {he
eaise af he incldent,

Family members walled i
officials announced the names
of some victims al o lounge in
the Muan alrport.

Boelng sabd in a sistement
on X it was incontact with Jeju
Adr anel was ready (o support
ihe company In dealing with
thecrash.

“We extend our despest
condolences (o the Tamilles
who lost loved ones, and our
thoughts remain with the pase
sengers and crew,” Bostng sajd

The incident came as

South Korea 18 embrolled In
A huge political erisis trig-
gered by President Yoon Suk
Yeol's stunning impositlon of
martial law and ensuing im
peachment. List Friday, Sauth
Koresn lwmakers (mpeached
acting President Han Duck-
so0 and suspendasd his duties,
leading deputy Prime Minister
Chaot Sang-mok io take over

Chaol, who travelled 1o the
site in Muan, called for ofli-
clals o employ all availahie me-
soutroes bo find the missing and
idemtily the victims as soon as
possible. The government de
clared Muan o special disaster
wone (o provide assistance (o
{he fmiles of vetims and des-
fgnated a weeklong national
mourning period il Saturday.

Yoon's affice said his chief
secretary, Chung Jin-suk,
presided over an emergency
meeting betwoen senjor pres-
identind stafl fo discuss the
erash and reportal the details
to Chol, Yoon expressed con-
dolences to the vietims in a
Facehnook post,

Thi Muan crash b8 ono of
the dead st disasters in South
Korea's avintion history, The
Lt thine South Kot sufTered
1 large-scale air disasier was
in 1997, when a Korean Alp
line plane crashed in Guam,
Killing 228 people on board, Tn
13, an Astana Alrlines plane
crash-landed in San Franctsco,
killing three and injuring ap-
prnchnumbely 200,

Sundy s accidem was also
one of the worst landing mis-
haps slnoe a July 2007 crash
that killed all 187 peopls on
bourd and 12 others on (he
ground when an Airbus AJ20
slid off o slick alrstrip in Sao
Panlo and collided witha near
by buallding, aceording o diuta
compilad by the Flight Safoty
Founilation, s nomprofit group
almd ot lmproving alr safety
In 2030, 158 people died when
an Adr Indls Express atrerafl
overshol o runway in Man-
galore and plummetsd into
a gorge before erupting inlo
fnmes, aooording to the safety
foundation: ar
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ENTITLED TO PAYOUT IF DENIED BOARDING?
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS AS A DOMESTIC FLYER

The aviation regulator has imposed a penalty of Rs 10 lakh
on Akasa Air for failing to compensate 7 passengers denied
boarding on a Sept 6 Bengaluru-Pune flight. TOI looks at
compensation norms for being denied boarding

SEPT INCIDENT

The aircraft scheduled for the route was grounded and the
replacement aircraft had nine non-operational seats. So
Akasa transferred 7 passengers to an IndiGo flight that
departed nearly two hours later. The question is: how does
flight time difference between original and alternative

Pic for representation

flights decide quantum of compensation? % T————
THE RULES » Airlines can legally deny » When more passengers departure, the airline need not
boarding. To reduce the report than the number of pay compensation
possibility of flight departing  available seats, the airline must 3 Else, the airline must pay
with empty seats (some deny boarding to some compensation that is equal to
passengers don't show 5 fthe offloaded passengeris  200% of the booked one-way
up) airlines can booked on an alternative flight basic fare plus airline fuel
overbook flightstoa  that departs within an hour of charge, or Rs 10,000, whichever
limited extent the original flight's scheduled is lower
= The
- FOR MUCH DELAYED DEPARTURE Akasa case
» If a passenger The 7 passengers
400% of booked one-way  does not opt for should have

basic fare plus airline fuel charge  alternate flight, been paid

or Rs 20,000, whichever lower,  full ticket refund ?10,0{)0
should be compensation if and compensation each

the alternative flight equal to 400% of

departs more than 24 booked one-way basic

hours after the original  fare plus airline fuel charge or ?20 000
flight's time should be paid
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