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New flights at city airport push
int’l passenger traftic up by 15%

Niyati.Parikhi@timesofindia.com

Ahmedabad: The Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel Internatio-
nal Alrport (SVPI) recorded a
15% rise in international pas-
senger traffic in the first half
(H1) of FY 2025. This increase
was driven by the introduc-
tion of new flights, new desti-
nations and improved con-
nectivity to existing destina-
tions,

Between April and Sep
2024, the SVPI airport hand-
led 10 lakh international pas-
sengers compared to 8.5 lakh
during the same period last
vear: according to data furnis-
hed by the Airports Authority
of India (AAI). The airport
handled 60 lakh passengers
during Hl, recording an 8%
growth. Of these, 50lakh were
domestic travellers, compa-
redtod7 lakhlast vear, a6% in-
erease, Dubai, Abu Dhabiand
Kuwait were among the most-
travelled destinations, accor-
ding toairport sources,

“Several people travelled
to the US, Canada and Europe
via Dubai and Abu Dhabi,
especially in summer when
leisure travel went up signifi-
cantly Last year, a direct
flight to Kuala Lumpur in Ma-
laysia was launched in addi-
tion to more flights to Thai-
land. As a result, the overall

passenger traffic increased,”
an airport source told TO1.

In Q2 (July to Sep), SVPI
Alrport saw a significant 10%
rise in passenger movement,
with 29 lakh passengersusing
the airport — up from 26 lakh
in the same quarter last year.
Motably, international pas-
senger numbers rose from 4
lakh to 5 lakh during this pe-
riod.

Air transport movement
{ATM) also grew by 14%, with
24,000 landings and take-offs
in @2, compared to 21,000 pre-
viously, reflecting the expan-
sion in flight services. The
most popular domestic routes
continued to be Delhi, Mum-

baiand Bengaluru.

Ahmedabad is gearing up
for a travel boom ahead of the
wedding and holiday season
withairlines adding new desti-
nations and offering improved
conmectivity The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) will roll out the Win-
ter Schedule 2024, starting Oct
26,

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
International (SVPI Airport
in Ahmedabad will soon con-
nect passengers to four new
destinations Muscat, Da
Nang(Vietnam), Srinagarand
Keshod through direct
flights, according to top sour-
ces at the city airport.
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Bomb hoax: Airport security tightened

All Arriving,
Departing
Flights Being
Frisked

Oppili.patimesofindia.com

Chennai: A surge in false
bomh threats ohzerved over
the past 20 days has prompt-
ing airport authorities to
heighten vigilance and con.
duct regular checks on ar-
rivingflights.

Chennai airport has ex-
perienced a series of flight
delays over the past couple

File photo

Chennai arrpnﬂ has received nine bomb threats in a few days

of davs due to hoax bomb
threats received by the Air-
ports Authority of India

(AAI) through social media
platforms, According toa se-
nior AAlofficial, the airport

The individual
responsible for
posting these
threatening
messages on social
media still continues
to be at large

received nine bomb threats,
which specified light names
and other details. However,
upon investigation, none of
these threats was found to be
credible,

Wotably, twoof the target-
ed flights had already de-
parted Chennal airport,
with one reaching its desti-
nation, before the threats
were even received.

These hoax threats are
not iselated to Chennai, as
other airports across the
country have also received
similar false alarms over the
past month. In response, the
Bureau of Civil Aviation Se-
curity (BCAS) directed AAI
to conduct thorough checks
on departing flights. Conse-
quently, AAI officials are
now scrutinizing departing
Nlights at the secondary lad-
derpointat Chennaiairport.

Despite efforts, the indi-
vidual responsible for post-
ing these threatening mess-
ages on social media re-
mains at large, said the offi-
cial. The AAI and BCAS
continue to work together to
prevent such disruptions.
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NAVI MUMBAI AIRPORT TO START OPERATIONS
IN FIRST HALF OF 2025: ADANI GROUP CFO

Adani Group CFO Jugeshinder Singh announced Navi Mumbai Airport will
start operations by mid-2025, following successful runway trials this month.

TG NETWORK

AERELEBAD

roup CFC of Adani
roup, Jugeshin-
der ‘Robbie® Singh

on Tursday said the Adani
Group's newly bailt airport
at Navi Mumbad will start
operativns in the first hall
of S,

Fardier this month, Adani
Group successiully man-
aped the landing of Indian
Adr Foree aireraft st a Mavi
Mumbai runway.

“With this, we are on track
Lo start operations in the
First half of next year 2025
Singh said while annouane-
ing the Adani flagship com-
pany's quarterly and hall-
veurly resulbs.

“Wie managed to further
add six mew mutes, Six new
airlines and 13 new lights

Adani Group CFD Jugeshinder Singh

across all the seven opera-
tional airports,” Singh in-
formed the sharcholders in
avideo message.,

The MNavi Murnbod adrport
will feature a 3,700-metre
runway capahle of han-
dling large commercial
atreralt, moderi passenges

Lerrmnale, and advanced ar
traffic control systems. The
Terminal 1 of the airport
alone is projected to handle
ug o 20 million passengers
armeally. Upon full comple-
tion, it will have a total ca-
pacity to handle 90 million
PRASEENEETS Per Yedl

According to Adani Group websile,

the conglomerate “forayed into cioil
avialion with a vision fo leverage its rich
experience of building stellar infrastructure
in transforming Indian airports.”

Accarding to Adani Group
wehasite, the conglomerate
“foraved into civil aviation
with a vision Lo leverage ils
rich experienee of build-
ing stellar infrastructure
in transforming Indian air-
poris”

Adani Airport Holdings
Limited wasincorporated in
2019 as a 100 per cent sub-
sidiary of Adani Enterprses
Licl, the Nagship company of
the Adani Group.

The Adani Group had
made its maiden venture

into the airports sectar by
emergingas the highest hid-
der for the operation, man-
apement, and development
of six airports: Ahmedabad,
L lknow, Mangalury, Jai-
pur, Guwahati, and Thiru-
vanmmthapuram, and sign-
I CONCes SN agrecments
with the Airport Authority
of Indiafor all six airports
Adani airports now han -
dle 25 per cent of passenpger
footfalls and 33 per cent of
Indias air eargo traffic, ac-
cording toits wehsite,
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New airport to
open in first
half of 2025

FPJNews Service

MUNLAI
— e

Group CFO of Adani Group,
Jugeshinder ‘Robbie’ Singh on
Tuesday sald the Adani
Groups newly bullt airport at
Navi Mumbal will start oper-
ations in the first half of 2025
Earlier this month, Adani
Gmup successfully manaped
the landine of Indian Alr
Force alreraft at i runway.

“We mamaged w further
mdd six new roues, six new
pirlines and 13 new fights
across all the seven oper-
adomal  airports”  Singh
Informed the shareholders in
avideo message.

The airport will feature a
AT00mt runway capable of
handling large commercial
aircraft, modern passenger
terminals, and advanced air
traffic control systems The
Terminal | of the airport alone
Is projected to handle up o 20
million passengers annually.
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Liquor outlets along Goa border
to be closed on Maha poll days

THE GOAN | NETWORK

PANAJI
The general assembly dec-
tion in Maharashtra will have
some Impact in Goa as the
liquor outlets located on the
borders will remain shut on
November 18 till the voting
day on November 20, and the
counfing day on November 23.
The Department of Finance
[Revenue and Control) issued

a notification directing all §-
cenced premises “for the sale
of lguor™ bordering Mahar-
ashtra within a skm radius to
be closed from 5 pm on No-
vember 18 1o 6 pm on Novem-
ber 20 and on November 23.
However, the licenced
premises having a licence for
“Bar and Restaurant™ may
be allowed o keep the res-
taurant open for serving food
only and the &r counter o re-

main closed. "No liquor shall
be allowed to be served on
the above mentioned day. The
owners of the licenced prem-
ises having “Bar and Res-
taurant™ shall also display a
board in the premises stating
that no liquor will be served
and that only the restaurant
is open for serving food,”
reads the notification under-
signed by Under Secretary (R-
nance-R&C) Pranab Bhat.
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Liquor outlet
moves HC
over delayin
starting

biz at Mopa
airport

PANAJI

The Mumbai Wines and
Trades Private Limited,
granted a wine shop li-
cence at Manohar Inierna-
tional Airport (MIA), Mopa;
has moved the High Court
of Bombay at Goa challeng-
ing the delay in stanting op-
erations,

The Vacation Bench af
Justice Sandeep Marme and
Justice Manjusha Desh-
pande scheduled the writ
petition for admission on
Novembes 11 while direct-
ing the State to submit its
affidavit-in-reply  within
one week.

In its petition, the cor
porate firm expressed that
it has been unable to com-
mence the business of set-
ting up liquor shop in the
terminal buildings of the
Afrport despite being se-
lected as a successful bid-
der in the auction process
conducted by the Airports
Authority of India. Moreo-
ver, it stated, that the AAl
did not express any objec-
tion.

The Stale government,
had last year, introduced a
new amendment to the Goa
Excise Duty Rules, allowing
licensed retail Hquor out-
lets at airports (o operate
round the dock amid dis-
cussions and debates.
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Govt may decide on IGIA Tl repair
plan soon, air train project on track

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The Union avia-
tion ministry islikely to deci-
de the timing of IGIA Termi-
nal-1's repair next week. Lar-
sen & Toubroislearnt to have
prepared a design and resto-
ration plan for GMR-backed
Delhi International Airport
Ltd’s T1, which will take abo-
ut four months to execute.
Either the work will be imple-
mented soon so that it is over
by March or the work will be-
gin after winter. Govt is ex-
pected to take a call on the
same soon, said sources.
“The L&T plan has been
run by II'T Delhi. There was so-
me thinking on allowing T1 to
handle some more flights till
the repair work is complete.
But DIAL was not in favour of

The Delhi airport’s
T1is operating ata
fraction of its
capacity due to the
collapse of a canopy
and part of the roof
following heavy rain
in June this year

the same as a matter of abun-
dantprecaution,” said sources.

Earlier, govt had directed
DIAL to get any plan for T1
approved by it before imple-
menting the same. Union av-
lation minister Ram Mohan
Naidu is learnt to be weig-
hingall options.

While the expanded Ti
was to handle four crore pas-
sengers annually, it is cur-
rently operating at a fraction
of that capacity due to the col-

lapse of a canopy and part of
roof built in 2009-10 in June
following heavy rain, killinga
person. Govt had set up a
high-level expert committee
comprising IIT-Delhi’s struc-
tural engineers to assess the
roof collapse incident.

For airlines and passeng-
ers, this is the second winter
of discontentat the country’s
busiest airport. Last winter,
there was an issue with fog
landings as only one runway
had a CAT III instrument lan-
ding system. This time, there
is a terminal-side capacity
crunch since the collapse in
June. T3 is massively over-
crowded as it handles more
flights along with the nearby
T2astheexpanded T1isyetto
get fully operational. Once T1
gets operational as per capa-
cityv. the other terminals - T2

and T3 - will see a marked re-
duction in congestion.

Meanwhile, the proposed
air train project at the air-
port is on track. Site visits by
several potential bidders are
on and the last date for sub-
mitting bids is Dec 19. These
players are doing their own
due diligence by estimating
the volume of transfer traffic
that will require the automa-
ted people mover.

DIAL ishopingtogetas ma-
ny serious bids as possible, “If
all goes well, the tender may be
awarded in Jan and work may
begin in a couple of months af-
ter that,” said sources.

The automated people
mover will be another first
for IGIA, which is already In-
dia’sonly airport to have four
runways, three terminals
and an elevated taxiway.



e aiyg faur=m
AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA AHMEDAEBAD 30 OCTOBER 2024

Daily flight
movements at
A’bad airport

to touch 300

Ahmedabad: The Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel International
Airport (SVPIA) is increasing
its daily flight operations, with
Afreraft Traffic Movements
[ATMs) projected to increase to
300 per day from the current av-
erage of daily 269 flights.

The increase coincides
with SVPIA's winter schedule,
which began on Oct 27 and ex-
tends through March 29, 2025,

SVPIA now offers expan-
ded domestic connectivity
withdirectflights to Guwahati,
Hisar, Keshod, Jalgaon, Kolha.
pur, and Thiruvananthapu.
ram. The airport also provides
one-stop connections to Agar-
tala, Dimapur; and Port Blair
expanding travel options for
passengers. “On the interna-
tional front, new direct routes
to Da Nang and Muscat further
extend travel possibilities for
SVPIA passengers,” the air
port operator said in a state-
ment.

The airport has increased
flight frequencies to key do-
mestic cities including Delhi,
Bangalore, Chandigarh, Mum-
bai, and Pune, International
connections to London (Gat-
wick), Kuoala Lumpur, and
Bangkok have also received ad-
ditional flights, addressing
hoth business and leisure tra-
vel demands. In international
operations, VietJet has intro-
duced direct services to Da
Mang, while Jazeera Airways
has resumed its Kuwait opera-
tions, Air India and SpicelJet
are expanding their weekly
flight services to London and
Muscat.
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RGIA security
hiked over
bomb hoax

Hyderabad: Security has
been beefed up at the Rajiv
Gandhi International Adr-
port{RG1A)at Shamshabad
in the wake of frequent
bomb hoax,

Both local police and
personnel of the Central In-
dustrial Security Force
(CISF) are taking extra pre-
cautions in inspections and
screening of passengers,

The heightened securi-
ty comes after around 20
bomb hoaxes were reported
on flights connecting Hyde-
rabad with various cities
during the last 10 days. On
Tuesday tooa threat was re-
ceived from an unknown X
handle warning of bombs
in six flights scheduled to
take off from RGIA. They
all turned out be hoax.

Police said in the last
one-week, eight criminal
cases have been filed (inclu-
ding the six on Tuesday). “A
special team has been for-
med to track the person be-
hind the hoax messages,”
an RGIA copsaid. me
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Air India Express enters second
leg of its transformation journey

SPREADING WINGS. Airline expected to burn cash as it expands network and acquires aircraft to increase reach

—
Rohit Vaid
New Delhi

After completing its merger
with AIX Connect (formerly
known as AirAsia India), the
Tata Group-promoted low-
cost carrier Air India Express
now aims to achieve signific-
ant capacity as well as mar-
ket share during the second
phase of its transformation
programme.

Notably, the airline is
guided by a five-year-long
transformation programme,

V1Rise, which forms a key

part of the ambitious Vihaan
initiative of its parent com-
pany Air India.

The recent merger with
AIX Connect marked the
completion of the first phase
of VIRise, known as ‘Syn-
chronisation’.

During this phase, the uni-
fied entity unlocked syner-
gies by merging two airlines
that previously served niche

markets. The former Air In-
dia Expresswas aregional in-
ternational carrier serving
routes between India, the
Middle East and South-east
Asia, while AIX Connect
served only domestic routes
within India.

INDIAN WARMTH
“With the integration of AIX
Connect into Air India Ex-
press, achieved within a year
of unveiling our new brand
identity and renewed pur-
pose, we are poised to be-
come an airline delivering
best-in-class services with
unique Indian warmth. Our
renewed brand proposition,
‘Fly As You Are,” reflects our
commitment to guests,” said
an Air India Express official.
In the short term, the air-
line is expected to burn cash
as it rapidly expands its net-
work and acquires more air-
craft to increase both its do-
mestic and international
reach.

TAKING Al ROUTE. The airline is guided by a five-year
transformation programme, \VV1Rise, a key part of the Vihaan
initiative of parent company Air India

As of now, Air India Ex-
press’ fleet size stands at 90,
compared to 26 aircraft dur-
ing government ownership.
The number of routes served
by the airline has more than
doubled, with around 400
flights a day compared to 75-
77 daily flights two years ago.
Under the second phase, Air
India Express aims to have a
fleet of over 100 aircraft by
the end of the current fiscal
vear, with more domestic

and international routes.

“Our goal in this phase is
efficient network planning,
scaling up our business, and
keeping costs under control.
We want to fully utilise our
growing aircraft fleet and of-
fer exceptional services, giv-
ing travellers more reasons
to choose Air India Express,”
the official said.

Air India Express plans to
increase flight frequencies to
tier-1I and tier-II1 cities, aim-

ing to reach a total of 50 sta-
tions shortly. It operates
from or to 48 stations now.

DOMESTIC FOOTPRINT
The airline expects that ex-
panding its domestic foot-
print in smaller towns and
cities will help feed into Air
India’s long-haul flights.
Presently, Air India Express
has a codeshare with Air In-
dia, allowing passengers
travelling from  smaller
towns in India to fly on a
single itinerary to destina-
tions like San Francisco or
New York.

On international route ex-
pansion, the airline is work-
ing on schedules to com-
mence operations to Phuket
and other destinations. Cur-
rently, Air India Express flies
to 14 international destina-
tions, including 13 in West
Asia and Singapore, along
with over 30 domestic des-
tinations, operating more
than 400 flights a day.
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Air India to cancel 60
flights on India-US routes

Mumbai: Non-availability of
aircraft due to maintenance
issues has forced the Tata
Group-owned Air India to
cancel some 60 flights on the
India-US routes between

November and December this
year, according to an airline
source. The flights include
services to San Francisco and
Chicago, among others, the
source said. en
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A-I to cancel 60
flights on India-US
routes in Nov-Dec

Non-availability of aircraft due to mainte-
nance issues has forced Tata Group-owned
Air India to cancel around 60 flights on the
India-US routes between November and
December, according to an airline source.
The flights, which have been cancelled dur-
ing the peak travel period, include services
to San Francisco and Chicago, among others,
the source said. Air India said it has cancelled
a “small” number of flights between
November and December on account of
delayed return of some aircraft from heavy
maintenance and supply chain constraints,
without naming the destinations. PTI
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Spot Diwali airfares on key routes nosedive

DEEPAK PATEL & AJINIKYA KAWALE
New Delhi/Mumbai, 30 October

routes have dropped by up

to 32 per cent for travel
around Diwali, driven by subdued
demand and a strategic shift in air-
line pricing.

Typically, airlines have promot-
ed early bookings with lower fares,
increasing prices closer to the travel
date. Now, they’re reversing this
approach by charging more for
early bookings and reducing fares
as the travel date nears.

According to data from travel
site Ixigo, the average spot economy
fare on the Bengaluru-Pune route
has fallen to 32,879 for travel
between October 31 and November
3, down from 4,232 during last
year’s Diwali period of November
10-14, representing a 32 per cent
decrease in spot fares. These find-
ings are based on bookings made
one-three days before departure.

Ameya Joshi, an aviation
researcher and founder of the blog
Network Thoughts, noted the sig-
nificant shift in pricing strategies.
“The past few quarters have seen

S pot airfares on major domestic

prohibitive fares for advance book-
ings, only to dip closer to depar-
ture,” he said, adding that this trend
has changed the notion of “book
early, book cheap.”

“Capacity, measured by avail-
able seat kilometres (ASK), is grow-
ing faster than passenger numbers
in India’s domestic market, and
that’s where the issue lies,” he
explained. “To fill capacity, airlines
must discount, but avoiding dis-
counts means empty seats - and
the highest cost for an airline is an
empty seat.”

Ixigo data also showed that the
average spot economy fare on the
Mumbai-Ahmedabad route for
travel between October 31 and
November 3 is down to 32,462, a
20.2 per cent drop from ¥3,085 dur-
ing the Diwali period last year.

IndiGo’s chief financial officer,
Gaurav Negi, indicated on October
25 that demand was expected to
slow in the third quarter of 2024-25
due to a high base effect from last
year’s strong performance. IndiGo,
Negi stated, anticipates a modera-
tion in passenger unit revenue
(PRASK) of single to mid-single dig-
its for Q3 compared to last year,

when both demand and yields were
exceptionally high.

IndiGo, India’s largest airline,
reported a net loss of ¥986.7 crore
in the second quarter of 2024-25,
marking a loss after seven consec-
utive profitable quarters.

Demand for metro routes has
eased compared to last year, when
pent-up demand following the pan-
demic surged. “Bookings for air
tickets have slowed down for
Diwali. This could be because the
pent-up demand after the Covid-19
pandemic was high, and that is sta-
bilising now,” said Rajiv Mehra,
president of the Indian Association
of Tour Operators.

Others suggest there may be a
focus on saving over spending this
festive season. "Travel to metro
cities like Mumbai and Delhi hasn’t
seen the usual festive spike, and
even destinations like Udaipur,
Jodhpur, and Kerala aren’t experi-
encing a huge demand,” said Ajay
Prakash, board member of the
Federation of Associations in
Indian Tourism & Hospitality
(FAITH). “People might be focusing
on savings rather than splurging
this year.”

HOW FARES
FARED

One-way average economy fare for travel between

Nov10,23  Oct 31, 2024
Routes and 14,23  and Nov 3,24 % increaseldecrease
Bengaluru-Pune 232 2,879 -32.0
Delhi-Pune 5,182 4,368 -24.5
Mumbai-Ahmedabad 3,085 2,462 -20.2
Delhi-Mumbai 6,243 5,251 B 159
Delhi-Srinagar 6,998 5,944 B 151
Delhi-Ahmedabad 3,823 3,331 129
Bengaluru-Kolkata 9,030 7,965 I 118
Mumbai-Bengaluru 4,089 3,614 B 11.6
Delhi-Hyderabad 5,143 4,705 B 8.5
Kolkata-Delhi 6,512 6,032 | el
Bengaluru-Hyderabad 4,170 3,994 L2
Mumbai-Hyderabad 3,940 3,793 W37

Note: Diwali lastyearwas celebrated on November12. This year, itis being celebrated on October 31.; This
data is for tickets purchased 1-3 days before departure.; Source: Ixigo
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60 Air India flights on India-US route cancelled
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Air India flights on India-US route

CONTINUED FROM P1

SFO route, four flights on
the Mumbai-New York
route as well as two flights
on the Delhi-Newark route,
the sources said.

“Air India is facing delays
in getting aircraft from the
MRO operator it is sending
to for maintenance. Then
some of its wide-body
planes are also grounded
due to technical issues.
This has resulted in the
shortage of aircraft and
consequently in flight can-

cellations,” they added.

“Due to the delayed return
of some aircraftfrom heavy
maintenance and supply
chain constraints result-
ing in a temporary reduc-
tion in operating fleet, Air
India regrets that a small
number of flights have
been cancelled between

now and end-December,”

an Air India spokesperson
said. Affected customers
have been informed and
offered flights on other Air
India group services op-
erating on the same or ad-

jacent days, a free change
to any other date or a full
refund, the spokesperson
said, adding, “Air India sin-
cerely regrets the inconve-
nience caused by this con-
straint beyond our control”.

Air India currently oper-
ates five flights between
Delhi and Washington,
while Delhi-JFK (New
York) and Mumbai-JFK
routes have seven flights
per week. On the Delhi-
Chicago route also, the air-
line operates seven flights
per week.
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M Al to Cancel 60 Flights *
on India-US Routes

MUMBAI Non-availability
of aircraft due to mainte-
nance issues has forced
Tata Group-owned Ajr
India to cancel some 60 flights on the
Indiz-US routes belween November
and December this year, according to
anairline source, The flights, which
have been cancelled during the peak
travel period, Include servicesto 5an -!
Franciscoand Chicago, amongothers, |
thesource said, Air India, in a state- -
mant, said [t has cancelled a “small” i
number of flights between November
and December on account af delayed
return af some aircrafl from heavy
maintenance and supply chain con-
straints, without naming the destina-
tions, It also said that affected cus-
tomers have been “informed” and
offered flights on other Air India
Eroup services operating on the same
or adjacent days.
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Airbus Delivers
First A321XLR

Airbusdelivered itsfirst A321XLR jet

to Spain's Iberia on Wednesday , the

European planemaker said, stepping

up a battle with Boeing in the middle

of the jet market. The pla-

ne, which took five years

to develop and targets a

; ‘ market previously served

by Boeing's out-of-produc-

tion 757 or larger wide-bodies, was

handed overlate on Tuesday and was

due to fly to Madrid on Wednesday;
according to Flightradar24 data.

The delivery, first reported by Reu-
ters on Tuesday, highlights a drive by
Airbus and Boeing to extend the per-
formance of the industry’s best-sel-
ling single-aisle jets.

Launched in 2019 tostealamarchon
Boeing's plans at the time to build a
new jet in the middle of the market,
the A321XLR targets a gap left by the
out-of-production Boeing 757, where
the A321 family outsells the largest
versions of the 737 MAX. Reuters
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Al cancels flights
in Nov-Dec due to
scarcity of aircraft

PRESS TRUST OF IND 1A
Mew Delhi, October 30

NON-AVAILABILITY OF AlIR-
CRAFT due to maintenance
issues has foreed Tata Group-
owned Air India to cancel
some 60 flights on the India
US routes between Novem ber
and December this year,
according to an airline source,

The flights, which have
been cancelled during the
peak travel period, include ser-
vices to San Francisco and
Chicago, among others, the
source said.

Air India,in a statement,
said it has cancelled a “small®
number of flights between
November and Decemberon

account of delayed return of
some aircraft from heavy
maintenance and supply
chain constraints, without
naming the destinations,

It also said that affected
customers have  been
“informed” and offered flights
on other Air India group ser-
vices operating on the same or
adjacent days.

*Air India has cancelled
some 60 flights to and from
San Francisco, Washington,
Chicagn, Newarkand New York
between November 15 and
Decermmber 31, as it does not
have adequate wide-body air
craft to operate some of the
flights to these destinations”
the sounces.
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Agencies being more selective in
terming bomb threats as serious

SUKALP SHARMA

IN VIEW OF the scomes of fake
bomb threats to flights of
Indian airlines, more layers
have been added tothe eriteda
for threat assessment, it has
been learnt. Further, the agen-

desarenowbeing highly selec-

tivein dedaringsuchthreats as
"specifict, which tripgers a
detailed security protocol for
the affected flights, sources
with direct knowledge of the
matter said.,

The bomb threat security
protocols often dismptairline
operations and cause them
financial losses, lead to hard-
ships for passengers, and put
the aviation securityinfrastrue-
ture under stress,

Cyber experts from govern
ment departmentsand intel li-
genoeagencies have been o ped
inand centralised coordination
between airport- specific Bomb
Threat Assessment Comimit
tees{ BTAC) isalso being doneto
take informed calls on such
threats, per sources. The revised
criteria thatwas put in placea
fewdays ago includs consider-
ations like whether the threat

IndiGo

The bomb threat security protocals often disrupt aidine
operations and cause them financial losses File

was posted from an anonymous
social media account that has
threatened multiple fights in
one go, and whether a VIP was
on board the alrerafit

Officials declined to elabo-
rate further on the criteria and
the dedsion-making process,
saying that thedetails area sen-
sitive operational matter.

It is worth noting that over
the past few days, despite the
surpein such threats, the num-
ber of diversions and initiation
of post-landing bamb threat
protocols has been miniscule

This contrasts with the initial
days of such threats being
posted, which saw numerons
flight diversions, delays, and
even cancellations,

The current spate of bomb
hoaxes to Indian aidines’ flights
started on October 14. Since
then, over 500 flights have
recaved threats, avast majority
posted fom anonymous and
unverified sodal media han
dles.All suchthreats so far have
tumed out to be fake. Given the
trend, the povernment is of the
viewthat such threats should be

dealt with in a manner that
minimises fight disruptions
without compromising on
security and safety.

When a threat ks received,
the BTAC of the designated air-
port istasked with dssessing the
threatand classifying it as spe-
cific or non-specific. If the
threat is classified as specific,a
detail ed secunityprotocol i fol-
lowed, which could include
diverting the aimmft to a suit-
able nearby airport and entails
strict security chedksof passen-
gers, cargo, and theaircraft itself
uponlanding. In case of a"non
specific threat™, no immediate
actionis taken BTAC members
inchide representatives of the
Central Industrial Security
Force(CISF), Bureau of Civil Avi-
ation Security (BCAS) local
police, the airline concemed,
and the airport operator,
among othen.

"Initially, mostofthethreats
posted on sodal media were
beng deemed asspecificthrets
if theymentioned specific flight
numbers, That is not the case
anymaore, In our experience of
the past fewdays, most of these
unfounded threats are now
being classified as non-specific

by the BTACs. The assessment
now has more criteria, inputs,
and additional layers” said a
senior airline offiaal, who did
notwish to be identified

In an interaction with jour-
nalistsonOctober 21, Civil Avia
tion Minister K Rammohan
KMaiduhad sid thatwhileall reg-
uigtenormsane being followed
the BCASand BTACs were keep-
ingthe process *dynamic™based
onthe leamings in recent cases.

“They have been coming up
with differentprocessessothat
it gets a little easier o address
these kinds of situations frmom
our side, not to say that we are
easing down the whole process
of assessing..We are keeping it
verydynamic, We are not keep
ing ourseives rigid in terms of
theguidelinesand areassesing
and learning from what has
been happening The BCASalso
has been innovative in their
approach, and this i in thor-
ough consultation and coondi-
nation with all the necessary
agencies, be it the ministry of
home affairs or airport level
security officers,” Naidu had
said, adding that all threats are
being assessed on a case-ly-
case basis.
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AHMEDABAD
Flights to
Keshod begin

|n efforts to promote
Gujaratand India’s
pilgrimage sites as tap
global tourism destinations
by re-exposing |ndian
culture, a direct fight
service from Ahmedabad
to Keshod has been
|launched. Additionaly, the
Sormnath Trust has initisted
a free pickup bus service
for pilgrims visiting
Somnath today on the
auspicious day of
Dhanteras. The
Ahmedabad to Keshod
direct flig ht service wil
operate three days a
week—Tuesday, Thursday,
and Saturday— providing
maoretravel options for
devotees and tourists. On
these days. the flight will
depart from Ahmedabad at
1030 AM and arrive in
Keshod at 10:55 AM, The
return flight will leave
Keshod at 1:15 PM and
return to Ahmedabad at
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NEW DELHI
SpicedJet clears
TDS dues
worth ¥3310cr

Spicelat on Tuesday said it
has cleared pending TDS
dues worth Rs 310 crore till
the September quarter of
the current fiscal The car-
rier, which had bsen facing
turbulent timas, last month
ralsed Rs 3000 crom.
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62 flights get
hoax homh
threats

Megha Kuchik
MUME]
The Sahar police have booked
an umidentified individual for
issuing a hoax bomhb threat
as many as 62 flights includ-
Ing that of IndiGo, Air India
and Vistara on October 28
“Hi, there ane bombs onbourd
the MENTIONED Iﬂlght
numbers) planes. Contact
me:shaikha nasser2077¢@am
ailcom. Many lives will be
lost today” read the post
uploaded on X

According to the FIR, the
threat was uploaded from the
handle  Mandaimassacre'
between 2.05pm and 245pm.
tagging the said carriers. The
airl ine staff immediately nod-
fled securlty agencies, includ-
Ing the Central Industrial
Security Force and the
Bureau of Civil Avistion
Security

Of 62 flights, four were
scheduled to land in Mumbai
and seven v depart fram the
cty. No susploious Hems was
found onboard any of the
planes,
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Air India to cancel 60
flights on India-US

routes in Nov-Dec
PTI 3

WUMES

Norravallabilliy of alreraft die
o maintenance |ssues has
forced Air India to cancel some
60 flights on the IndiaUS
Toutes between Novemnberand
December this year, scconding
oy afriine source,

The Nighes, which have been
cancelled during the peak
truvel period, inchde services
o San Francisco and Chicagn,
mmong others, the source said.

Air India, in a satement,
said i has cancelled a “small”
number of fights between
November and December on
acoount of ddayed metum of
some sircraft from hewy
maintenance snd supply chain

Bt

constmints, without naming
the destimations. it also said
that affected customers have
been “informed” and offered
flights on other Alr India group
services operating on the same
or ad|acent davs.

“Air India has cancelled
some 60 fights to and from San
Francisco, Washingion,
Chicago, Newark and New York
between MNovember 15 and
December 31, 38 itdoes not have
adequate wide-body alremdt to
operte some of the flights to
these destimtions” the sources
mwld FTL
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Air India set to cancel 60
flights over next 2 mnths

MUMBAI: Non-availability of air-
craft due to maintenance issues
has forced Tata Group-owned
Air India to cancel 60 flights on
the India-US routes between
November and December this
year, people aware of the matter
told newsagency PTL

The flights, which have been
cancelled during the peak travel
period, include services to San
Francisco and Chicago, among
others, they said.

Air India, in a statement, said
it has cancelled a “small” num-
ber of flights between November
and December on account of
delayed return of some aircraft

from heavy maintenance and
supply chain constraints, with-
out naming the destinations.
Italso said that affected cus-
tomers have been “informed”
and offered flights on other Air
India group services operating
on the same or adjacent days.
“Air India has cancelled some 60
flights to and from San Fran-
cisco, Washington, Chicago,
Newark and New York between
November 15 and December 31,
as it does not have adequate
wide-body aircraft to operate
some of the flights to these desti-
nations,” the people cited above
told PTI. PTI
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Sﬂ)iceJet pays TDS dues worth
3310 crore till Sept. quarter

SpiceJet on Tuesday said it has cleared pending
TDS dues worth %310 crore till the September
quarter of the current fiscal. The carrier, which
had been facing turbulent times, last month
raised ¥3,000 crore. “Beginning September 26,
SpiceJet has cleared over I600 crore in pending
dues, including outstanding salaries, GST
liabilities, and Provident Fund contributions. The
firm has also successfully reached settlements
with multiple aircraft lessors,” it said. e
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BOMB THREATS TO FLIGHTS

Assessment criteria tweaked,
agencies being more selective
in terming threats as serious

SUKALPSHARMA
NWEW DELHI OCTOBER 30

IN VIEW of the scores of fake
bomb threats toflights of Indian
airlines, more layers have been
added tothe ariteria forthreatas-
sessment, The Indian Express has
learnt. Further, the agencies are
now being highly selective in de-
claring such threats as “speafic”,
whichtriggers adetailed security
protocol for the affected flights,
sources with direct knowledge of
the matter said.

The bomb threat security pro-
tocols oftendisrupt airline opera-
tions and cause them financial
losses, lead to hardships forpas-
sengers, and put the aviation se-
curity infrastructure under stress.

Cyber experts [rom govern-
ment departments and intelli-
gence agencies have been roped
in and centralised coordination
between airport-specific Bomb
Threat Assessment Committees
(BTAC) is also being done to take
informed callsonsuch threats, per
sources. The revised criteria,
whichwas putin place afew days
ago, includes considerations like
whether the threat was posted
fromananonymous social media
account that has threatened mul-
tiple flights inone go, and whether
a VIP wason board the aircraft.

Officialsdeclined to elaborate
further onthecriteriaand thede-
cision-making process, saying
thatthedetailsarea sensitiveop-
erational matter.

Itis worth noting that overthe
past few days, despite the surgein
such threats, the numberof diver-
sions and initiation of post-land-
ing bomb threat protocols has
been miniscule. This contrasts
with the initial days of such
threats being posted, which saw
numerous flight diversions, de-
lays, and even cancellations.

The current spate of bomb
hoaxes to Indian airlines’ flights
started on October 14, Since then,

& The IndianEXPRESS

Internatiamalmarket doto Gl FO01ST

The bomb threat security protocols often disrupt airline
operations and cause them financial losses. File

over 500 flights have received
threats, a vast majority posted
from anonymous and unverified
social media handles. All such
threats so far have turned out to
be fake. Given the trend, the gov-
ernment is of the view that such
threats should be dealt with ina
manner that minimises flight dis-
ruptions without compromising
onsecurity and safety.

When athreatisreceived the
BTAL of the designated airport is
tasked with assessing the threat
and classifying it as specific or
non-specific. If the threat is clas-
sified as specific, a detailed secu-
rity protocol is followed, which
could indude diverting the aircraft
to a suitable nearby airport and
entails strict security checks of
passengers, argo,and the aircraft
itself upon landing. In case of a
“non-specific threat”, no immedi-
ate action is taken. BTAC members
include representatives of the
Central Industrial Security Force
{CISF), Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS), local police, the
airline concerned,and the airport
operator, among others,

“Initially, most of the threats
posted on social media were be-
ing deemed as specific threats if
they mentioned specific flight
numbers, Thatis not the case any-
more. In our experience during

Thu,

31 October 2024 o0
https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/7 {7}

the past few days, most of these
unfounded threats are now being
classified as non-specific by the
BTACs. The assessment now has
more criteria, inputs, and addi-
tional layers,” said asenior airline
official, who did not wish to be
identified.

Inaninteraction with journal-
ists on October 21, Civil Aviation
Minister K Rammohan Naidu had
said thatwhile all requisite norms
are being followed the BCAS and
BTACs were keeping the process
“dynamic” based onthelearmings
mrecentcases.

“They have been coming up
withdifferent processes so thatit
getsalittleeasiertoaddressthese
kinds of situations from our side,
not to say that we are easing
down the whole process of as-
sessing. We are keeping it very
dynamic, We are not keeping
ourselves rigid in terms of the
guidelines and areassessing and
learning from what has been
happening. The BCAS also has
been innovative in their ap-
proach, and this is in thorough
consultation and coordination
with all the necessary agencies,
be itthe MHA (Ministry of Home
Affairs) or airport-level security
officers,” Maidu had said, adding
thatallthreats arebeing assessed
on acase-by-case basis.

©0,
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Air India to cancel
60 India, US flights

on-wviilability ol aircmfl diee to
maintenance Esues has forced Tata

Group-owned Air India to cancel some
GO lights on the India- US routes between
November and December this vear, aceocding
to peogpde inthe know of the matter.

The Mights, which have been cancelled
during the peak travel period, include services
to San Francsoo and Chicago, among olhers,
they said.

Air India, ina statement, said it has cancelled
a “small” number of Qights between November
and December on account of delayed retum ol
some aircraft from heavy maintenance and
supply chain constrainis, without namings the
destinations.

ltaksosaid that affected customers have been
“informed” and offered fights on other Air
Inalizs proup services operating on the same or
adfcent davs. PTI
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Geopolitical analysis, VIP onboard among criteria
in new norms to check hoax bhomb threats to flights

In the past two weeks, over 510 domestic and international flights have received bomb threatls

NEW DELHI: The Bureau of

Civil Aviation Security (BCAS)
has jssued new guidelines for cvil
aviation security and intellipence
aﬂlm tor address the growing

lenge of hoax bomb threats
made against Indian aidines
through various soctal media
platforms.

These guidelines consider
factors such as the anonymity or
preudonymity of the social media
handle, analysis of the geopaoliti-
cal situation, and the presence
of VIPs on the targeted flights,
as new criteria for assessing the

credibility and seriousness of
such threats.

In the past two weeks, over

5310 domestic and international
flights have received bomb

threats, which later proved 1o be
hoaxes. These threats were mostly

made through anonymous social

Closer Look

B BTAC upam'res undar Bunb Th'E:;ﬂ
Contingency Plan established in 2014

# Protocols updated to countar
ongoing Internet-based bomb
threats effectively

& Multi-layered opproach assesses
credibility of threats from social
media

media handles, causing Eigniii-
canl operational and hnancial
distress for the airlines.

As per the curtent practice, a

Bomb Threat Assessment Com-

mittee (BTAC) is convened at a
designated airport to analyse a
bomb or security threal issued
against an airline, airport or any
part of the aviation ecosystem that

decides to declare it “specific™ or
serious or “non-spedfic” or hoax.

The committes comprises
offidals from the BCAS, CISF,
local police, airport operator and
atrline offictals and representa-
tives of some other agencies.

The BTAC is part of the
Bomb Threat Contingency Plan
(BTCP) of 2014 put in place by
the Union Civil Aviation Minis-
try to deal with bomb, sabotage
and hijack threats 1o the Indian
aviation sector, its assets and
buman resources.

PTI had first reported on
Orctober 22 that the protocols
for the BTAC were tweaked by
Indian aviation Cenfinued on P4

New norms to check hoax homb threats to flights

Continued from P1
ecurily regulators and agen-
cies o better tackle the spate
of the ongoing “random”

Internet-based bomb threats
b:mg made to various Indian
airfines.

The BTAC, as per the new
guid-rlines nuﬁ.ﬁc\.l]::u Oetober
19, will adopt a “multi-layered”
approach (o assess threats and
drglrrm'm: the “credibility and
seriousness of such threats issued
o social media and SaIi_-.‘i'_l,' them-

sebves about the “credibility” of

the source of information.
Some additional questions
will now be answered by the
BTAC before calegorising a threat
as specific, that would lead to
triggering of established secu-

rity prifocols of diverling an ate-
cralt, sending it o an isolation
bay upon landing or just before
taking off, and conducting fresh
anti-sabotage checks of passen-
gers and their bc-]ungm;:.bs

As per the new protocols,
the committee will establish
the identity of the persoan or
organisation making the threat,
check their credentials to see
if they belong to a terrorist or
proscribed outfit, ascertain the
motive and specific socio-eco-
nomic, and political situation
within the country or around
the globe that could be linked
to the threat,

It will alsor gauge if the tar-
geted flight hasa VIP or VVIP
onboard if the social media

handle from which the threat
has been made is verified, if
the account or handle is anon-
YOS or psl:udi.mymuu:. and
if the same handle was used to
issue multiple threats.

A senior aviation security
officer said that these new guide-
linies have been et into molion
and this has led to the declara-
tion of bomb threats to more
than 400 flights as a hoax in the
last few days. This has saved a
ot of trouble for passengers,
airlines, airports and security
agencies as each of these ran-
dom and mindless threats was
b:i:lg taken s-rn'.uu.dy I:a.ding
Ly SeTiOies SIrain On resources.

“It wias analysed that in most
cases over the last two 'wn:ck:i,

one social media (handle) issued
multiple threats and had specific
flight numbers. Earlier, such
threats were declared sp-m_'lﬁc
but now a multi-factor authen-
Heation is bI:IILE, done to check
the menace of mindless bomb
threats,” the officer said.

The E!."IJ-E'I winygs of sorme of
the intelligence and probe agen-
cles are now wurk.i.n.g alcrnu with
the BTAC too, he said. The new
guidelines also have stated that
an receipl of a bomb threat, the
BTAC can be convened over
an Internet-based secure plat-
form but thi< is only an “interim”
arrangement tll the members of
the cornmittee assemble physi-
cally at the designated control
OO AGENCIES
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Kerala man held for

hoax bomb threat
to Air Arabia flight

MALAPPURAM (KERALA}:
A man was arrested for allegedly
issuing a fake bomb threat toan
Abu Dhabi-bound Air Arabia
flight from Karipur interna-
tional airport in this district,
police said on Wednesday.
The accused was identified
as Mohammed Tjas (26) from
neighbouring Palakkad district.
According to Karipur police,
the airport director. on Tues-
day evening, received an email
from [jas claiming that a bomb
was planted on the Air Arabia
{light flying from Kozhikode (o
AELI DEHE?_ AGENCIES
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SpiceJet
clears TDS
dues worth
3310 crore

NEW DELHLI: Spicefet on
Tuesday said it has cleared
pending TDS dues worth Rs
310 crore till the September
quarter of the current fiscal.

The carrier, which had
been facing turbulent times,
last month raised Rs 3,000
crore.

“Beginning Septem-
ber 26, 2024, SpiceJet has
cleared over INR 600 crore
in pending dues, including
outstanding salaries, GST
liabilities, and Provident
Fund (PF) contributions.
Additionally, the com-
pany has also successfully
reached settlements with
multiple aircraft lessors,”
the airline said in a release.

According to  the
release, the carrier has also
cleared pending TDS (Tax
Deducted at Source) dues
amounting to Rs 310 crore,
including employee TDS,
up to the second quarter of
FY2025.

“We are committed to
setting our house in order
and are pleased to have
cleared all pending TDS
dues,” SpiceJet Chairman
and Managing Director
Ajay Singh said.

Shares of the airline
were trading flat at Rs 57.10
apiece in late afternoon
trade on the BSE. Pl
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Nagpur cops identify man
behind series of bomb threats
to airlines; suspect on the run

NAGPUR: Police in Maharashtras
Nagpur have identified a 35-year-old
man from Gondia in the state as the
person behind a spate of hoax bomb
threats that triggered panic, caused
flight delays and led to increased
security at airports and other estab-
lishments, an official said.

The Nagpur city police's special
branch has identified the man as Jag-
dish Uikey, an author of a book on
terrorism, who was arrested in 2021
in a case, he said.

“Ulkey is currently on the run
after these emails were traced back
to him,” the senior police official said.

The investigation, led by Dep-
uty Commissioner of Police (DCP)
Shweta Khedkar uncovered detailed
information linking Uikey to the
emails.

Uikey sent emails to various gov-
ernment bodies, including the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO), Railway
Minister, Maharashtra Chief Min-
ister Eknath Shinde and his deputy,
airline offices, the Director General
of Police (DGP) and the Railway Pro-
tection Force (RPF), the official said.

On Monday, the Nagpur police
stepped up security outside Deputy
Chief Minister and Home Minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis's residence
in the city after Uikey sent an email
threatening to protest unless given a
chance to present his information on

A ameh
FILE PHOTO

Over 100 flights get
bomb threats on Tuesday

NEW DELHIf MUMBAI: More
than 100 flights operated by var-
ious Indian airlines received
bomb threats on Tuesday, accord-
ing to sources. In 16 days, over
510 domestic and international
flights have got the threats that
later turned out to be hoaxes.
The threats were issued mostly
through social media. ~ See P&

the secret terror code he claimed to
have deciphered. He also requested a
meeting with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi to discuss his knowledge of
terror threats, he added.

Uikey’s email sent on October 21
to Railway Minister Ashwini Vaish-
naw, and also forwarded to the DGP
and RPF, led to security measures at
railway stations, the official said.

Continued on P&

Nagpur cops
identify
man behind
series...

“A special team has
been formed to arrest
Utkey,” he said, adding that
he will be apprehended
him soon.

In 13 days till October
26, more than 300 flights
operated by the Indian car-
riers received hoax bomb
threats. Most of the threats
were issued through social
media, the government
agencies earlier said.

On October 22 alone,
around 50 flights, includ-
ing 13 each of IndiGo and
Air India received bomb
threats, sources earlier
said. AGENCIES
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- COOCH BEHAR AIRPORT

Expansion project underway to
boost aircraft parking capacity

SHASHIKESH ROY

COOCH BEHAR: The Cooch
Behar Airport has commenced
work to expand its aircraft park-
ing capacity, a move expected
to support future growth in
regional air travel. Currently,
the parking area measures
around 60 to 70 meters. Plans
are in place to add an addi-
tional 7 meters — 3.5 meters
on each side — to increase the
total parking space. The Direc-
torate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) has approved
this expansion, which will
require an estimated budget
of Rs 50 lakh. However, fund-
roval for the project is
oy

An official at Cooch Behar
Airport stated: “We have
received DGCA clearance for
increasing the airport’s aircraft

parking capacity and a tender
will soon be issued to initiate
the work” According to the Air-
port Authority of India, the cur-
rent parking can accommodate
only one aircraft at a time. With
the planned extension, however,
it will be able to hold two air-
craft with a capacity of 20 seats
each, creating more oppor-
tunities for passenger service
expansion. News of the park-
ing upgrade has spurred dis-
cussions around the possibility
of increased flight services from
Cooch Behar in the near future.
Local resident and textile trader
Manish Baind commented:
“Having more flights with addi-
tional seating would be a great
benefit for the people of Cooch
Behar” In addition to parking
expansion, efforts are underway
to extend the airport’s runway.
A recent meeting between dis-

trict administration officials and
the Airport Authority of India
explored options to improve
runway infrastructure, a nec-
essary step to accommodate
larger aircraft.

Cooch Behar Airport has
a rich history, originally con-
structed during the era of the
Cooch Behar Maharaja and
operational since that time.
Commercial flights, however,
ceased abruptly in 1995 during
the Left Front administration.
Since 2011, under Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee’s admin-
istration, multiple attempts
have been made to resume ser-
vices. While intermittent ﬂ1ghts
resumed, they often sto IP
after a few days. Neverthe
9-seater aircraft service success-
fully relaunched on February
21, 2023 and has been operating
consistently since then.
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Geopolitical analysis, VIP onboard among criteria
in new norms to check hoax bomb threats to fhights

In the past two weeks, over 510 domestic and international flights have received homb threats

NEW DELHI: The Bureau of
Civil Aviation Security (BCAS)
has issued new guidelines for civil
aviation security and intelligence
agencies to address the growin
cﬁallengc of hoax I:n:-mbgrr_’nrentﬁ
made against Indian airlines
through various social media
platforms.

These guidelines consider
factors such as the anonymity or
pseudonymity of the social media
handle, analysis of the geopoliti-
cal situation, and the presence
of VIPs on the targeted flights,
as new criteria for assessing the
credibility and seriousness of
such threats.

In the past two weeks, over

510 domestic and international
flights have received bomb
threats, which later proved to be
hoaxes. These threats were mostly
made through anonymous social

Jakeaways

» BTAC operates under Bomb Threat
Contingency Plan established in 2014

» Protocols updated to counter
ongoing Internet-based bomb

threats effectively

» Multi-layered approach assesses
credibility of threats from social
media

media handles, causing signifi-
cant operational and financial
distress for the airlines.

As per the current practice, a
Bomb Threat Assessment Com-

mittee (BTAC) is convened at a
designated airport to analyse a
bomb or security threat issued
against an airline, airport or any
part of the aviation ecosystem

that decides to declare it “spe-
cific” or serious or “non-specific”
or hoax.

The committee comprises
officials from the BCAS, CISF,
local police, airport operator and
airline officials and representa-
tives of some other agencies.

The BTAC is part of the Bomb
Threat Contingency Plan (BTCP)
of 2014 put in place by the Union
Civil Aviation Ministry to deal
with bomb, sabotage and hijack
threats to the Indian aviation
sector, its assets and human
resources.

PTI had first reported on
October 22 that the protocols for
the BTAC Confinued on P&

New norms to check hoax bomb threats to {lights

Continued from P1

ere tweaked by Indian avia-
WLion security regulators and

agencies to better tackle the
spate of the ongoing “random” Inter-
net-based bomb threats being made
to various Indian airlines.

The BTAC, as per the new guide-
lines notified on October 19, will
adopt a “multi-layered” approach
to assess threats and determine the
“credibility and seriousness” of such
threats issued on social media and
satisfy themselves about the "cred-

ibility” of the source of information.

Some additional questions will
now be answered by the BTAC
before categorising a threat as spe-
cific, that would lead to triggering
of established security protocols of
diverting an aireraft, sending it to
an isolation bay upon landing or just
before taking off, and conducting
fresh anti-sabotage checks of pas-
sengers and their belongings.

As per the new protocols, the
committee will establish the iden-
tity of the person or organisation
making the threat, check their cre-

dentials to see if they belong to a ter-
rorist or proscribed outfit, ascertain
the motive and specific socio-eco-
nomic, and political situation within
the country or around the globe that
could be linked to the threat.

It will also gauge if the targeted
flight has a VIP or VVIP onboard if
the social media handle from which
the threat has been made is verified,
if the account or handle is anony-
mous or pseudonymous and if the
same handle was used to issue mul-
tiple threats.

A senior aviation security officer

said that these new guidelines have
been set into motion and this has led
to the declaration of bomb threats to
more than 400 flights as a hoax in the
last few days. This has saved a lot of
trouble for passengers, airlines, air-
ports and security agencies as each of
these random and mindless threats
was being taken seriously leading to
serious strain on resources.

“It was analysed that in most
cases over the last two weeks, one
social media (handle) issued mul-
tiple threats and had specific flight
numbers. Earlier, such threats were

declared specific but now a multi-
factor authentication is being done
to check the menace of mindless
bomb threats,” the officer said.

The cyber wings of some of the
intelligence and probe agencies are
now working along with the BTAC
too, he said. The new guidelines also
have stated that on receipt of a bomb
threat, the BTAC can be convened
over an Internet-based secure plat-
form but this is only an “interim”
arrangement till the members of the
committee assemble physically at the
designated control room.  ABENCES
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New rules in place to analyse,

erade bomb threat to flights

MUKESH RANIAN &0 Now Dedhy

THE Bureau of Civil Aviation
Securlty (BCAS) has |ssued
new rules o deal with the re
cent avalanche of bomb threats
to flights across the country
They include Aguring out the
peendonymous or Anonynous
nature of the social media han-
dle rom where the threat
emenges, geopalltical analysis
and the presence of VIPs on
board before determining the
nature of the theest, officials
said on Wednesd ay

If the threat is categorised as
specifie, It would trigger the
whole range of established se
curity protocals of diverting an
alremil, sonding it o an 1sala
tion hay, and conducting fresh
anti-sabotage cheds of passen
gors and thelr belonglnga.

But if it is determined a
hoax, the Might will be allowed

Quick analysis of threat
potantial to flights

As per the new protocol, the BTAC
will establish the identity of the
person or outfit making the
threat, chech its credentials to
see [T It belongs to a terrorist or
proscribed owtfit. and ascertain
the motive and specific sotio-
economic and political situa tion
that eould be linked to the thoeat

o proceed nocmally. Hind reds
of hoax calls were cate gorised
as non-specific ever since the
new rules Kleked in on October
18, avoiding all the hassle,
sources said, Before the rules

were revampedd, all fli ghis that
recelved bomb threats had to
be immediately grounded for
security check

Over the past few weoks,
maore than 510 domestie and in-
ternational flights received
hoax bomb threats, mostly
through anonymous handles
on social media platfrm X

Rocently the National Inves
tigation Apency positioned its
cyber wing personne] with the
Bomb Threat Assessment Com
mittes (BTAC) and stationed
them at each of the major air-
ports across the country

The BTAC Is tacked withana-
Iysingea bomb or security threat
to airline, airport or any part
of the eivilaviatlon ecosyvestem
and decide whether it is spe-
cilic or serious or non-specific
or hoax. It adopts & mulellay
ered approach o assess the
credibility off the threats
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Boeing to raise $21bn

Bengaluru/New York: Boe-
ing on Tuesday announced
it will raise about $21 billion
through a public offer and de-
positary shares, outpacing the
$19 billion it initially planned
to raise with its Monday an-
nouncement., The Boeing
stock slid early on Tuesday,

Boeing on Tuesday hiked
its offering to 112.5 million
shares of common stock, up
from 90 million it anmounced
on Monday, as well as §5 billion
worth of depositary shares.

Boelng priced its stock of-
Fering at $143 per share (o raise
$15.81 hillion, a 7.75 per cent
discount to its close on Friday,
The depositary share offering
raised $4.9 billion

The stock offering will help
the plane maker strengthen
its finances, which have been

Looking for fivourable wind

squeezed by an over-a-month-
long strike by its workers, and
preserve jis investment-grade
cradil rating.

The company intends o
use the funds to cover gener-
al corporate purposes, repay
debt, increase working capi-
tal and expenditure, as well
as fund and invest in Boeing's
subsidiaries,

The move will boost Boe-
ing’s battered finances, which

have worsened since rough-
lv 33,000 of its workers, rep-
resented by the machinists
union, walked off their jobs in
September, halting production
of models, including its cash-
cow T37 MAX aireraft.

“The offering is certainly
favourable for credit quality.
We'll factor it into our assess-
ment of the rating in the con-
text of continued negative [ree
cash flow,” said Ben Tsocanos,
aerospace director at S&P
Global Ratings.

Boeing has never fallen
below the investment-grade
rating.

Goldman Sachs & Co, LLC,
BofA Securitles, Citigroup and
J.P. Morgan are acting as lead
Joint bookrunning managers
for the offerings.

Rewsem
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Spicelet TDS

B NEW DELMI: Sploeet
on Tuesday said it has
cleared pending TDS
dues wourth T310 crore till
the September qusar
ter, The airline said it
has cleared over 3600
crore in dues, including
outstanding salaries,
GST liabilities, and PF
contributions.,
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Al cancels 60 flights
to US in peak season,
fares likely to soar

Mumbai: Tata Group-owned Air India (Al) has
cancelled about 60 US flights scheduled for the peak
travel season of Novand Dec. Airfaresonflights be-
tween India and the US are typically high this time
of year, but with the cancellations, fares are set to
jump further. This will affect fares not only on non-
stopflights between these two countries but alsoon
flights that involve a transit halt in a third country

Among the flights cancelled are those from Del-
hito destinations like Washington, San Francisco,
Chicago, and New York, and then from Mumbali to

Among the flights cancelled are those
from Delhi to places like Washington,
San Francisco, Chicago, and New York.

Al is the only Indian carrier that operates
flights between India and the US

New York. Al is the only Indian carrier that oper-
ates flights between India and the US.

Alsaid the cancellations were made “due to the
delayed return of some aircraft from heavy main-
tenance and supply chain constraints resulting in
atemporary reduction in the operating fleet”.

“Affected customers have been informed and
offered flights on other Air India group services
operating on the same or adjacent days, a free
changetoanyother date, orafullrefund,” said an
Al spokesperson. Tnn



AIRPORTS AUTH

QORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA

AHMEDABAD

Al cancels 00 flights to US in peak season

Tinmes News Network

Mumbai: Tata Group-owned
Air India (Al has cancelled
about 60 US flights scheduled
for the peak travel season of
Nowand Dec. Airfares on flights
between India and the US are
typically high this time of vear,
but with the cancellations, fares
are set tojump further,

This will affect fares not on-
ly on non-stop flights between
these two countries but also on
flights that involve a transit halt
inathird country.

Rearesentalional Pic

Among the flights cancelled
are those from Delhi to destina-
tions like Washington, San
Francisco, Chicago, and New
York, and then from Mumbai to
New York. Al is the only Indian
carrier that operates flights be-

tween Indiaand the US.

Al said the cancellations
were made “due to the delayed
return of some aircraft from
heavy maintenance and supply
chain constraints resulting ina
temporary reduction in the op-
erating fleet™

“Affected customers have
been informed and offered
flights on other Air India
group services operating on
the same or adjacent days, a
free change to any other date,
or a full refund,” said an Al
SpUKBSperson. Ty

31 OCTOEER 2024
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DILJIT DOSANJH’S DIL-LUMINATI

TOUR TAKES TO THE SKIES!
] = .

much-anticipated tour
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Dreams take flight: Diljit
Expressing his heartfelt grotitude, Diljit
sond, *| om truly humbled and ovens hel
Ly the scale of this moment” He odded,
i every concert, | encouroge lids and
pvaryona out thane to dream big. Jatt
paida hua bas shoun voarste'— it's a ine
close to my heart, and this experience is
a reminder of how dreama can take fight
with hard werk and persevenonce.

The future of India’s live music scene

This partnership betwesn live music and aviation momks an
evalution in event production, opening Lp new poasibilities
For hew artistes and thelr oudiences connect, This memarable
colishormtion 5 not just o celebration of DIJFCs retu to india
but a ploneering step forwond in how ve music events can
impoct the industry and the fors who moke it oll possible

s
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Al cancels 60 US-India
flights in peak season,
fares set to increase

Times News NeTwork

Mumbai: Tata Group-owned
Air India (Al) has cancelled
about 60 US flights scheduled
for the peak travel season of
Nov and Dec. Ailrfares on
flights between India and the
US are typically high this ti-
me of yvear, but with the can-
cellations, fares are set to
jump further. This increase
will affect fares not only on
non-stop flights between the-
se two countries but also on
Mights that involve a transit
halt ina third country.

Among the flights cancel-
led are those from Delhi to
destinations such as Was-
hington, San Franecisco, Chi-
cago, and New York, and then
from Mumbai to New York,
said sources, Currently, Al is
the only Indian carrier that
operates flights between In-
diaand the US,

In astatement, Al said the
cancellations were made
“due to the delayved return of

GROUNDED

someaircraft from heavy ma-
intenance and supply chain
constraints resulting in a
temporary reduction in the
operating fleet”,

“Air India regrets that a
small number of flights have
been cancelled between now
and the end of December. Af
fected customers have been
informed and offered flights
on other Air India group ser-
vices operating on the same
or adjacent days. a free
change to any other date, ora
full refund. Air Indiasincere-
ly regrets the inconvenience
caused by this constraint be-
yvond our control,” said an Al
spokesperson.
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Amid unavailability of planes, Air India to
cancel 60 flights on US routes in Nov-Dec

SIUMBAT, CTORER 3400

The non-svailahility of sir-
craft due to msnienance
forced  Tala
Group-owned Air India to
cancel some G0 flights on
the [:I!I.I.Ial'l..ﬁ roules
between November  and
December this year smid an
girline soure,

The fMights, which had
been cancelled during the
prak trave ] period, included
services to San Francisco
and Chicago, among others,
the soiireesaid. Alr India, n
o statement, said it had con-
celled a "small” number of
Hights between Nowember
and [Deeember on acomnt
of deloyed retum of some
gircraft from heavy mainte-
nance aml supply chan
constrants, wathoul nam
ing the destinations.

It also zaid affected cus
Lomers hadd been
“infrrmed™  and  offered
fMghts on other Air India
ETOUR ELTVIDes operoting on
the same or sdjncent days,

E=sues - has

"Air India has concelled
siame G0 flight= 10 and from
San Francisoo, 1.i.l':l.'=h.lr.|-¢{'l|||'|_
Chicago, Newnrk and New
York between November 15
and December 31, as it does
not  have adequate wide
body  atrcraft to operate
some of the flighta to these
destinations” the source

gmid.

As part of this, Air India
has caneelled 14 fhights on
the Delhi-Chicago route. 28
flights on the Delhi-Wash-

ington route, 12 [lights
betweesn  the Delhi-SFO
rotite, four fights on the
Mum bai-New York route os
well ag two fJights on the

Delhi-Newurk
source added.

“Air Irulia is facing delays
i geting atrcrafl from the
MBO operator it is sending
to for maintenance. Then
sOms 1.'f =

mute, the

witde-body
planes ame also grounded
die to technical i=sues
This has resulted in the
shortage of aircrafl and
consepuently in Mght can-
cellations,” it added,

Due o the delayed
return of some aireraft kom
ke
sipply chain constraints
regulting in & temporary
reduciion in operating Mest
Air lmdia regrets that a
small mimber of flights
have been cancelled
betwesn now  and end-
December,” an Air India
spokesperson seid

Affected customers had
been informed and offered
Mghts on other Alr India
Eroup seTvices operating on
the =nmer or adjscent days, &
free change to any other

maanlenance amel

date ar o full refund. the
spohesperson suid. sdding
that Air India sincerely
egetted  the inconwen
ience caused by this con-
straint bevond their control

Alr India eurrently oper-
ates five Mights between

Delbi and  Washington,
while Dethi-JFE  (New
York) and Mumba-JFE

riuiles have seven Mights
per week, On the Delhi
Chicapo route also. the wir-
line operates seven flighis
pet week

Air India operates flights
to Sun Francisco from three
destinations — Delhi,
Mumbaband Bengalur, Of
this. Air India operates 11
Nights per week, including
one daily service on the
Delha-SF0 while
from Mumbai amd Banga-
lore, it operates four flights
per week

Besides, Air India
operrates three flighds per
week to Nework from Delhi
and Mumbai —PT1

nxite,

HELTN]
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India to make 500 fighter jets; engines anissue

Ajay BanNER]EE

NEW DELI, CTODER 30

With Indin turpeting o pro-
tluse apprsamately 500 fght-
=r =5 on it e ener the nesd
b decndes, arelisble supply
of en gines would be the key to
this ambuitien,

The Eiture war-8ghting edge
of the Inclinn Abr Frroe and the
mircombat ahility of the Dndi
in Mavy depends on the pro-
duetion of these 00 jets, vary-
ingf in grength, weapons and
range. India's plan over the
next o decades indudes
making 180 Thjnes Mork-1A
108 T Mlinrke- 2 et fiallenvese]
by 126 af the Advanced Medi
um Combat Aireraft (ARMCA)

Negodiations on with US, French makers

sursid 10 pests fior thwe By cal lesed
the Twin-Engine Devk-Rased
Fighters (TE DEF)

The IAF continues o oper-
ale with fewer [fphier jet
sipiisdmm s than mandited. At
présent, it has 31 squacdrons
{1618 plancs each) of jels
agninst & mundsted need of 42
squsdmns totockle 5 ool lusive
twir-front thrent against Pak-
intan and China

Oner the nesd one year, the
two soundrons of the Soviet-
ern MiG 21 fighter jets will
retee from the [AE The
Japuar MiG-29 and Mimge

20000 et et — aall pracdusetend an
phuses clurng the 190 — are
slated 1 retime in batches
bevond 20Z0-30. These four
types of jets are sboul 250 in
numbser @d e presently
operating on an extended e
oyohe, The issue of empines has
heated updiscussion in strale-
gic drckes after US company
General Flectric (GE) falled to
sepply  engines  for  Tegas
Muork-14A ts being manufoe
tured Ty Hindustan Asronas-
tics Limited (HALL In turn
HAL has Failed to star delreer
ie= of the jets to the IAF

The Trilme hod reported
thark HAL, erntracted by the
Defisneee Ministry to supply the
firatiot of 8 Tejos Moark- 14 jets
at a cost of Ha 45000 crome, hag
it ebebverend eaen one plane
The reason — it does not hae
engines the GE was to supply
unider a §T10milbon con e
mkedindd ], For future, ndia
= loking ot two options. Cnes
15 a long -term agreement with
GE tomakesn enginein India,
wihille thie ofher is with Frend
ampsery Bafran, Negobertions
are om with both

Luast vear an Moll was
sigried between HAL arel GE
o proxcluce in Incia the GE's
‘FA14' engines for Teas
Mark 2 fighter jots.
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