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IAF land deal near Mizoram
airport triggers concern

Residents fear that military activities would hit civilian character of airport

CORRESPONDENT

AIZAWL, Aug 29: A citi-
zens' body under the banner
of the Lengpui Airport Forum
(LAP) has voiced concern
over the sale of land adjacent
to Mizoram's lone airport to
the Indian Air Force (IAF),
warning that such a move
could obstruct future expan-
sion and modernisation of the
State-owned facility.

Addressing reporters here
today, LAP leaders criticised
the State Government for,
what they described as, in-
difference towards the long-

standing demand to hand
over the Lengpui airport to
the Airports Authority of In-
dia (AAI). They alleged that
despite the Union Govern-
ment showing strong inter-
est in an AAI takeover, the
State administration has
failed to act on the matter.
According to documents
obtained under the Right to
Information Act, 2005, land
measuring 50,09,400 square
feet belonging to eight indi-
viduals was acquired by the
Government and subse-
quently sold to the [AF at a
cost of Rs 198.78 crore. The

rate applied was Rs 185 per
square foot under provisions
of the Right to Fair Compen-
sation and Transparency in
Land Acquisition, Rehabilita-
tion and Resettlement Act,
2013, LAP convenor Lalth-
uamliana said.

Retired IAF officer Wing
Commander Joe Lalh-
mingliana argued that the land
1s likely intended for construc-
tion of blast pens to shelter
military aircraft during conflict.
“Such structures inside a ci-
vilian airport compromise the
safety of passenger operations,
as they pose risks during both

takeoff and landing,” he said.
Handing over the arport to the
IAF would prioritise military
needs over civilian aviation
safety, effectively blocking fu-
ture upgrades to the facility, he
added.

The1ssue has already trig-
gered strong opposition
from political parties, major
civil society groups, and stu-
dent organisations, who have
rallied against the proposal to
hand over the State’s only
airport to the Defence estab-
lishment. Delegations had
earlier raised the matter with
Union Home Minister Amit

Shah, who reportedly as-
sured Chief Minister La-
lduhoma that discussions in-
volving the State Govern-
ment and the Civil Aviation
Ministry would be held with-
in six months. However, no
such deliberations have tak-
en place so far, the LAP lead-
ers pointed out.

The forum has urged the
Government to protect the
civilian character of the Leng-
pul airport, cautioning that
the State's connectivity and
economic growth could be
jeopardised if the facility is
militarised.
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AAI staffer siphons
off 3232 cr, booked

DC CORRESPONDENT,
NEW DELHI, AUG. 29

The CBI has registered an FIR against
Airport Authority of India (AAI)
senior manager Rahul Vijay for
allegedly siphoning off more than 232
crore into his personal accounts
through a complex trail of fictitious
entries in three years during his
posting at the Dehradun airport.

Vijay was heading the finance and
accounts branch at AAI's Dehradun
airport from 2019 to 2023.

B Page 11: CBI finds 232 cr
embezzlement scam in AAl
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CBI arrests senior AAI official
accused of 3232 crore fraud

The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has
arrested a senior manager of the Airports
Authority of India (AAI) for alleged
embezzlement of ¥232 crore. The agency
registered the case based on a complaint
received from the AAI against the official named
Rahul Vijay. It is alleged that while posted at the
Dehradun airport, he engaged in a systematic
scheme of fraud and embezzlement of AAI funds
by manipulation of official and electronic
records. On August 28, the CBI conducted
searches on the official and residential premises
of the accused in Jaipur. He was then placed
under arrest.
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{ AT DEHRADUN AIRPORT }

CBI arrests AAI official
for embezzling X232 cr

Sanjeev K Jha

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) has
arrested a senior Airports
Authority of India (AAI) officer
for allegedly siphoning off pub-
lic funds worth 3232 crore from
Dehradun airport by manipulat-
ing official and electronic
records over four years, officials
said on Saturday.

According to officials, the
accused, Rahul Vijay, was posted
as a senior manager (finance
and accounts) at the Dehradun
airport between 2019 and 2023,
and is currently serving in the
same capacity at Jaipur airport.

On August 26, an FIR was
filed with CBI against Vijay after
a complaint from Chandrakant
P, senior manager (finance) in
AATl on Aueust 23 accusine

THE OFFICER HAS
BEEN ACCUSED OF
MISUSING HIS
POSITION AS AN
AUTHORISED
SIGNATORY TO
THE AIRPORT'S
BANK ACCOUNT

Vijay of misusing his position as
an authorised signatory to the
airport’s bank account and
diverted funds to his personal
account under the guise of asset
creation.

According to CBI and AAI
probe, Vijay created fictitious
assets and inflated figures to
mask the transfers. Investigators
discovered that he added extra
zeros to entries to evade routine
checks a3/
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AAl manager held for embezzling
2232 crore from Dehradun airport

Sanjeev K Jha

lettersd@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) has
arrested a senior Airports
Authority of India (AAI) officer
for allegedly siphoning off public
funds worth ¥232 crore from
Dehradun airport by manipulat-
ing official and electronic
records over four years, officials
said on Saturday.

According to officials, the
accused, Rahul Vijay, was posted
as a senior manager (finance and
accounts) at the Dehradun air-
port between 2019 and 2023, and
is currently serving in the same
capacity at Jaipur airport.

On August 26, an FIR was filed
with CBl against Vijay after a com-
plaint from Chandrakant P, senior
manager (finance) in AAI on
August 23, accusing Vijay of mis-
using his position as an authorised
signatory to the airport’s bank
account and diverted funds to his
personal account under the guise

THE ACCUSED
ALLEGEDLY
EMBEZZLED THE
FUNDS BETWEEN
2019 AND 2023,
WHEN HE WAS A
SENIOR MANAGER
AT DEHRADUN
AIRPORT

of asset creation,

According to CBI and AAl
probe, Vijay created fictitious
assets and inflated figures to mask
the transfers. Investigators discov-
ered that he added extra zeros to
entries to evade routine checks.

In one such instance, in Sep-
tember 2021, he transferred ¥R
crore into his personal account by
recording 367,81 crore as expendi-
ture forelectrical works at the new
terminal building and fabricated

7 additional assets valued at 3189
crore, itadded.

CBI said the accused engaged in
“a systematic scheme of fraud”,
creating duplicate records, manip-
ulating data, and diverting public
funds into his personal accounts.
A preliminary analysis of bank
transactions revealed that the
siphoned money was later moved
into trading accounts.

On August 28, searches at
Vijay's residence and office in
Jaipur led to the recovery of
incriminating documents.

Of the ¥232 crore allegedly
embezzled, about 343 crore was
disbursed under different reve-
nue expenditure heads during
Vijay's tenure at Dehradun, said
a CBI official privy to the case.

Based on the probe, CBI booked
Vijay, along with unknown public
servants, under IPC sections for
criminal conspiracy, breach of
trust, forgery, falsification of
accounts, and under provisions of
the Prevention of Corruption Act.

CBI said on Saturday, “The
accused has been arrested. Fur-
ther investigation is underway.”
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AALI senior manager arrested for siphoning

oft 232 crore into personal account: CBI

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W Mew Delhi

The CBI has arrested a senior
manager of Airport Authority
ofindia for allegedly siphon-
ing off over ¥232 crore of the
public sector company's
funds into his personal
account for trading purpos-
es, officials said Saturday.
AAl senior manager
{Finance & Accounts), Rahul
Vijay, orchestrated the trans-
fer through a complex trail of
fictitious accounting entries
in three years during his
posting at Dehradun Airport
Vijay indulged in a system-
atic scheme of fraud and
embezzlement of AAl funds
by manipulation of official
and electronic records, a CBI
spokesperson said in a state-
ment. "During the investiga-
tion, it has emerged that in
the period 2019-20 to 2022-23,
the accused, while posted at
Dehradun Airport, manipu-
lated electronic records by

creating duplicate and fcti-
tious assets and inflating the
values of certain assets,
including by adding zeros to
enkries so as to evade routine
detection,” she said. In its
preliminary analysis of bank
transactions, the agency
found that the funds so cred-
ited were thereafter trans-
ferred to "trading accounts™
by the accused, thereby
siphoning public money.
After the anomalies were
red-flagged in the internal
audit, the AAl constituted a
committee to preliminarily
verify the findings, which
highlighted a complex trail of
fictitiows accounting entries,
assetinflation and unautho-
rised fund transfers from the
authority’s accounts o
Vijay's personal accounts.
AAl senior manager (finance)
Chand-rakanth P filed a
formal complaint with the
CBl on August 18, which
became the basis of the FIR
to be probed by the

Economic Offences Unit of
the agency.

The agency recently con-
ducted searches at the offi-
cial and residential premis-
es of the Vijay in [aipur,
which led to the recovery of
incriminating materials,
including documents on
immovable properties and
valuable securities. Vijay's
alleged manipulation
involved the creation of non-
existent capital assets and
the duplication of legitimate
wiork orders, enabling him to
funnel massive sums into
his personal bank accounts,
they said.

Itis alleged that Vijay was
the authorised signatory in
AAl's official bank accounts
with the State Bank of India,
created three different user
IDs for the official AAl
account to facilicate a clan-
destine transfer of funds. He
allegedly tested the system
initially with minor ransac-
tions before escalating to

larger amounts.

"He has shown an asset
creation of about ¥189 crare
in the official records, which
never existed. Only to get the
money transferred to his
persenal accounts,” the com-
plaint alleged.

Vijay allegedly transferred
money to the contractor of
the AAl and for the same
work, he transferred money
to his own account by inflat-
ing the figure.

"For example, on
29.09.2021, he created
genuine assets worth 167.81
crore for the New Terminal
Building Phase 1 electrical
work.

On the next date,
created 17 additional
oous assets of f189 cfore
out of the above-mentioned
13 original assets valuing to
#13.58 crore by adding one
zero and duplicating the
entries and got the entire
money transferred in his
account.
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Official siphons
3232 crore
from airport
authority

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Delii

The CBI has registered an FIR
against a senior manager of the
Airport Authority of India (AAl)
for allegedly siphoning off
maore than £232 crore into his
personal accounts through a
complex trail of fictitious
accounting entries in three
years dunng his posting at the
Dehradun airport, officials said.
The embezzlement by Rahul
Vijay, senior manager, finance
and accounts, was detected in
an internal audit, which lagged
abnormal capitalisation of
assets in the financial records
between 2019-20 and 2022-23,
they said, adding that the
officer was handling the bank
accounts of AAL

The Airport Authority of
India [AAl) constituted a com-
mirtee to verify the findings,
which highlighted a complex
trail of fictitous accounting
entries, asset inflation, and
unauthorised fund transfers
from the authority's accounts
to Vijay's personal accounts.
Chandrakanth P, senior
manager (finance), AAl filed a
formal complaint with the CBI
on August 18, which became
the basis of the FIR to be
probed by the Economic
Offences Unit of the agency.

Vijay's alleged manipula-
tion involved creation of non-
existent capital assets and
duplication of legitimate work
orders, enabling him to funnel
Massive sums into his person-
dl accounts, they said. It is
dlleged that Vijay, who was the
authorised signatory in AAl's
official bank accounts with
the State Bank of India, created
three different user 1Ds to
facilitate a clandestine trans-
fer of funds.

CONTINUED ON 3 P&

Official siphons 3232
crore from airport...

He allegedly tested the system initially with minor
transactions before escalating to larger amounts.
"He showed an asset creation of about 189 crore
in the official records, which never existed, only
to get the money transferred to his personal
accounts,” said the complaint. Vijay transferred
money to a contractor of the AAlL and for the same
work he transferred money to his own account
by inflating the figures, it alleged.

"Forexample, on 29.04.2021, he created genuine
assets worth #67.81 crore for New Terminal
Building Phase 1 electrical work. On the next date,
he created 17 additional fictitious assets of 189
crore out of the above-mentioned 13 original assets
valuing ¥13.58 crore by adding one zero and dupli-
cating the entries, and got the entire money trans-
ferred in his account. Further, an amount of $43
crore through fraudulent eniries was charged off
under various revenue expenditure heads on dif-
ferent dates during the said period,” the complaint
dlleged.
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CBlarrests AAI
seniormanager
foralleged 232

crorefraud

STATESMANMNEWSSERVICE
New Dielini 300 A ngest

The Central Bureau ol
e stiga fon (CRI) his armested
a senlor manager with the
Airports Authority of India
over alleped enbezzlement of
[unds o the tune of Rs 232
oo

In this conneetion, search
operations were condue led by
the CBI on Thursdmsy at the
official and e sidential premises
of the acoused bocated in.kaipir,
which led to the reovery of
it materids pchyng
documents on immovahble
peusperticsand vahmblesoorities,

Acoording to the agency
songrees, the CRUhad registened
the case basod on o complaint
received lrom Lhe Airports
Avthaoraty of Encin {AAL) aggrinst
sl sea sed on the ek tions
that during his posting at the
Dehrachin, he alegedby engaged
In a systematle fravd and
embezzlement of funds by
manipulation of official and
electronic records. Further,
public funds to the tune of
approximately Rx 232 crore
haad been misappropriated by
him into personal acoounts, it
wits [urthwer alleged
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Airport funds fraud

B NEW DELHE: The CBI has
registered an FIR against
a sonfor finance manager
at the Alrport Authority
of India for allegedy
siphoning off over 232
crore through fictitious
accounting entries
at Dehradun atrport
from: 2019-20 to 202223
Internal awdlts Magged
abnormal asset capitall-
sation and fund transfers,
The accused, Rahul
Vilay, allegedly created
fake assets, duplicated
work ortders and diverted
IDO0ney, Fm
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AAl official
accused of
embezzling
3232 crore

Dehradun: CBI has regis-
tered a case against a senior
managerof Airports Author-
ity of India(AAI), along with
“unidentified public ser-
vants & unidentified private
persons”, for allegedly em-
bezzling Rs 232 crore of AAI
funds, reports Kalvan Das.

According to the FIR, the
accused manager, identified
as Rahul Vijay, allegedly
committed the crime during
his deployment at Dehradun
airport as senior manager
(finance and accounts) from
2019-20 to 2022-23. He is cur-
rently posted at Jaipur air-
port. TOT accessed a copy of
the FIR, which states the mat-
ter came to the agency's at-
tention after acomplaint was
lodged by Chandrakanth B
senior manager (finance), on
Aug 8, after which the case
was registered on Aug 26.

“Trregularities were
found when the complai-
nant was going through the
assets record of previous
vears (2019-20 to 2022-23) of
Dehradun airport. Some ab-
normal capitalisation of as-
sets was noticed...,” stated
the FTR.
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CBI books AAI
official for 7232cr
‘embezzlement’

Dehradun: CBlI has regis-
tered a case against a senior
manager of Airports Author-
ity of India (AAT), along with
“unidentified public servants
and unidentified private per-
sons”, for allegedly embez-
zling Rs 232 crore of AAI
funds, reports Kalyan Das.

According to the FIR, the
accused manager, identified as
Rahul Vijay, allegedly commit-
ted the crime during his de-
ployment at Dehradun airport
as senior manager (finance
and accounts) from 2019-20 to
2022-23. He is currently posted
atJaipurairport. TOlaccessed
a copy of the FIR, which states
the matter came totheagency’s
attention aftera complaint was
lodged by Chandrakanth P, se-
nior manager (finance), on Aug
8, after which the case wasreg-
istered on Aug 26,

“Irregularities were found
when the complainant was go-
ing through the assets record
of previous years (201920 to
2022-23) of Dehradun airport.
Some abnormal capitalisation
of assets was noticed, and con-
sequently the financial records
of these years were scrutinised
in detail. A committee formed
by AATfound that Vijay, during
his posting at Dehradun air-
port, passed some fictitious en-
tries and fraudulently trans-
ferred an amount of Rs 232
crore to his personal bank ac-
count from Feb 2019 to Aug
2022," stated the FIR.
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AAT official accused of embezzling 232 cr

Kalyan.Das@timesofindia.com

Dehradun: The CBl hasregistered
a case against a senior manager of
Airports Authority of India (AAT),
along with “unidentified public
servants and unidentified private
persons”, for allegedly embezzling
Rs 232 croreof AAIfunds.
According to the FIR details
availableonthe CBl website, the ac-
cused manager, identified as Rahul
Vijay, allegedly committed the

crime during his deployment at the
Dehradun airport as senior man-
ager (finance and accounts) from
2019-20 to 2022-23. He is currently
posted at Jaipur airport. TOI ac-
cessed a copy of the FIR, which
states the matter came to the agen-
ey's attention after acomplaintwas
lodged by Chandrakanth P, senior
manager (finance), on Aug 8, after
which

the

case

was registered on Aug 26, “The ir-
regularities were found when the
complainant was going through
the assets record of previous years
(2019-20 to 2022-23) of Dehradunair-
port. Some abnormal capitalisa-
tion of assets was noticed, and con-
sequently, the financial records of
these years were scrutinised in de-
tail,” stated the FIR.
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BENGALURU AIRPORT GETS
ACCESSIBILITY ACCREDITATION

In & landmark achievement for Indian avation,
Kempegowda Internatienal Alrport (K18) has become the
first airport in India to receive the Level-2 Accessibility
Enhancemeant Acoreditation fram the Alrports Cowncil
Imiemational (ACI) - a global recognition of its
commitment o indusive and accessible traved for all.

Kamataka Deputy Chief Minister DK Shivakumar
lauded the accomplishment, calling it a praud moment
for the state and a sign of its leadeship in world-dass
Infrastructure and Inclusive services.

*Kempegowda Intematkonal Alrport has made
Kamataka proud by securing this henou. it reflacs
world-class infrastructure, advanced technology, nd a
strondg commitment to accessibility for every passenger.
Bengaluru continues to set new benchmarks for the
country” Shivakumar said.

The ACI Accessibility Enhancement Accreditation is the
world's only dedicated airport accessibility certification,
recognizing facilities that go beyond compliance with
accessibility normes to adopt a holistic, people-first
approach. The Level-2 certification atknowledges
alrparts that have established accessibility governance,
implemented indusive design and service practices, and
trained staff to cater to passengers with disabilities and
reduced mobility. Bangalore Intematicnal Alrport Lid
(B4AL), the aperator of KIA, has introduced a serles of
groundbreaking initiatives induding, The Sunflower
Lanyard Scheme for passengers with hidden disabilities,
India’s first sensory roam for neursdivergent travelless,
Omegoing staff training programs to enhance empathy
and awareness among frontline teams.
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Delhi Airport issues advisory
amid inclement weather forecast

TOG METWORK
MEWDELHT
The Delhi Airport suthorities
issued a passenger advisory
o Frickay, following o weath-
er foreeast of inclement con-
dhitions in the national copital.

“Asper the Indian Meteo-
rological Department's fore-
casl, inclement weather con-
difinns areoxpected in Delhi
However. flight operations at
Delhi Adrpeort are currently
normal, For the latest Right
information, passengers are
advised to contact their re-
spective aidines,” the Delhi
Adrport said in the passenger
advisory on X,

The India Meteorologi-
eal Department (IMD) has
issued an orange alert for
el of the zones, including
Central, East, Southand New
Delhi.

Acvcording (o the IMD,
moderate minfall is expected
acrossseveral parts of Delhi
over the next 2-3 hours.

The weather agency has
advised the residents to stay
indoors, do not take shelter
under trees or weak strue-
tures ete. They havealsobeen
advised to dhecl: rood frallic
condhitions, Travelersane ad-

1G] Airpoert, Delhl ANI

vised tocarmy anwmbrellaor
a raincoat with them,

Mearwhile, rainfall lashed
several parts of Delhd todsy,
bringing respite from the
humid weather,

Earhier in thie weelk, Delhi
expencneed heavy minfall,
lashing several parts of the
TEECINL,

According to the IMD's
forecast on August 28, “Tso-
lated heavy radnfall ikely to
continue over Uttarakhand,
Himachal Pradesh, East
Rajasthan during next 7
days: Jammu & Kashmir,
Punjab, Harvana during
August 29-Zeptember 2;
West Rapsthan on August

30-31: Wiest Uttar Pradesh
during August 31-Septem-
ber2; East Uttar Pradesh on
September 1-2 with isolated
very heavy rainfall very
likely over Uttaralchand
on Augusi 26-29, Seplem-
ber 1-2 and East Rajasthan
on August3L" "Light/mod-
erale rainlall at most oy
plares over Northwest [n-
dia and accompanied with
thunderstorm & lightning
likely over Uttar Pradesh,
Himachal Pradesh on An-
gust 28; West Ragasthan on
Avigrust 2820 Brnmu-Kash-
odr-Ladkalkch, Gikrit-Baltistan-
Muzaffarabad, Uttarak hand

duing next 7 days.
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How to av0|d getting caught Uup In ‘alr rage’

The passenger
fistfights seen on
viral videos aren't
inevitable. Here are
the warning signs and
tips on how to dial
down the tension

LAURA ZORNOSA

THEY JUST KEEP coming: air mpe’ inci-
dents, Bke the fist fipht videos on planes
thai go viml every few months, Justthis
ez passengerspit on awoman.another
threatened tocrash a plane midflight and
Ryanmair instituted a fine — 500 prunds
fabout 567 5) in Brialn, 500 eurs (about
5583) in Europe — for those offloaded
from fllght sfor causing troubls,

It'sa pmblem that peaked during the

mrlypart of the pandemic but hasn't gone
vy The Fedemal Aviation Administ ration
meportied aneary sixfold risein by pas

senger [ncidents o 5,973 kn 2021, as
flights wem beginning to take off agin,
Since then, reports have dropped, there
were 2,102 in 2024, but they hawe yet to

retum to prepandemic levels, Experts on
air rage attribute the lroad increase to a
shitft in socialnorms sinceatleast the start
of the pandemic, and add that the alrline
industry's tight margins following losses
during the pandemibc ald asystembc pres-
ame that triddes dovmito indnadualsimthe

aishes. Fassenger comfort is alowerprior

Ity sald Dr Alison Viedenbungh an indus-

trial-organisational psychologist, who
called the situation a perfect storm. Since
a '::.-1r.r'm'|.u1|.'|r n'v:lrnpnl: air travel is a
long way off, here are tips on how o keep
from h.!‘nnt: ameltdown that r|.11gh|: be
capiured in the nextviral video.

Know the warning signs

The main points of tenskn ame ssdly
identified: A crowd thathasbeen waiting
too long at the gate o board. Acmmped
seatin economy class, The frenzied com
petitionforoverhead stomgebins. Lack of
space is probably ¢ he bipgest trigger. Lisa
Gmotis, the authorofA Troveler’s Fassport
fai Er.'rrlu'ﬂ'r iri i Posi- Pasrdenric Wiarkd,
advisestmvellersto controltheir emotions,
"Voucan't contml theassle, she contied
"The only thing that you can manage &
your behaviour. So ifyou feel yourblood
pressirenising takeadeepbreat h,because
[ lce to say:'Don't engage, because there
could be rmge! Sorage is not goingto cam

you an npgmmde. fsjust g oing to carn you &
s=at off the plans"

Words bo avold

To lcﬁ.-p heated situations from
boiling over, try not touse the
word "you,"' espeaallyinan
accusatory tone,said Sara
lane Ho, an etiquetie
cxpertand host of Mind
Your Manners on Net-
flix, Steer clear of "have

shift the focos to"L"Just focus onyour
experience, because nobody can argue
with that," she add ed. Start any request
with an "excuse me,” Ho suggested . and
a "would you mind?" would help, too
"Even just psychologially, when some
one feels ke it a question, they're
already much more receptive toit” In
the hypothetical cived above, a better
approach-would be," Excuseme, would
you mind moving yourbag? I'd be
very grateful” Try to validate a
tense fellow raveller's expe-
rience, sald Dr Veeden-
burgh. Passengers aren't
there o snforee the rules of
the plane, that is the crew's

Lo, also,she added, peo- mmm job. Soconsider when to get

|'JI|: don't like being told
what toda 5o, hypotheti-
cally, when the cabin is fill-
ingup and passengersare look-
Ing o stow ha.g‘gnjm and Ect settled, an
opening line like "You need to move
your ba g" wn'ta great start, Try some-
thing like,"I'd like tofitmy bag in there,
Loy instead,

What to say instead
Ho said that instead of saying " you,”

the staffinvobved . and avoid
any conflict with the crow.

The alcohol effect

The addition of aleohd, which low-
ers inhibitions, often compounds the
risk thata line gets crossed — which can
fuel passenger altercations with the
crew, oo, 5oit's a good [dea to Bmit your
drinking before and during a flight
or at least walt until well after takeoff
to haveone, —HMYT
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Petitions against Air
India not maintainable
after privatisation: HC

Urvi Mahajani

MUMBAI
IS

The Bombay High Court has
ruled that petitions filed by Air
India emplovees against the
company are not maintainable
since the airline’s privatisation.
The court said Air India
Limited (AIL) Is no longer dis-
charging any public duty and
now functions as a private
company with a purely com-
mercial objective of making

profits.
A bench of Justices Shree
Chandrashekhar and

Manjusha Deshpande was
hearing three petitions filed by
employees of Air  India,
through Advocate Ashok D
Shetty in 2001 Though the
farcts and reliefs sought in each
petition were different, the
employer in all cases was Alr
India, so the court heard them
tngether.

Initially, when the petitions
were filed, they were con-
sidered maintainable.
However, during the pen-
dency of the proceedings, Alr
Indiawas privatised. The court
observed that this change in
status meant the company was
no longer amenable to writ
jurisdiction.

The bench noted, “We hold
that all three wiit petitions,
although maintainable on the
dates on which they were inst-

The court observed
that change in
status meant the
company was no
longer amenable to
writ jurisdiction

tuted, have ceased to be main-
tainable, due to privatisation of
AIL, which i not discharging
any public duoty” It further
clarified that petiticners are
free to seek remedies available
inlaw, and any time spent pur-
suing the writ petitions will be
excluded while calculating
limitation periods.

The court emphasised the
importance of judicial disci-
pline and consistency in fol-
lowing earlier rulings on simi-
lar issues. Referring to pre-
vious decisions, it said that
when a co-ordinate bench has
alveady settled a legal issue,
other benches of the same
strength must follow  that
precedent

The court concluded that
Air India, being a private
entity post-privatisation, is
outside the scope of writ juris-
diction. Consequently, all three
writ petitions and pending
applications were dismissed,
though the employees were
allowed to pursue alternate
remedies in accordance with
the law.
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In u-turn, IndiGo gets
extension for leasing

of Turkish planes

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The DGCA has given Indi-
Go a thind extension to
lease aircraft and crew
from Turkish Airlines, re-
versing its earlier ultima-
tum to end the partmership
die to anti-Turkey senti
ment following its support
to Pakistan during recent

border clashes with India.

The regulator has grant-
ed IndiGo permission to
use two Boeing 777-300 ER
aircraft and crew for oper-
ating them from Turkish
Airlines until February 28.

In May, the DGCA =aid it
was granting “one-time, f-
fal extension” for three
maonths up to August 31,
2025,
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