AN

m
I EGIEACE B EEE R4
AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAR UJALA DELHI 31 MAY 2026

3T WTeT 27 31 gangerget ut fyentt festams gieen

=¢ fore S5 Tmits Sooae daem 3 ohaw 51w i fosiern ofeen = o o 27 sin el o i e s
FamA H T gfan 3 38 wardugEl W avess @ ol o o F wEm o e e wm e w gen ) sl e geaea
"-1*-'"4‘:F[wmﬁzmmﬂmmwwwwmmwﬁwmgﬁnmﬁﬂmﬁuwwwﬁﬁﬁmm
% TN T 3 T 10 FUF A A A fl w W g ¥, v 9 2.4 5 9 W TEAEE 6O §) S s $e
ok Eiea vrn sEr A mmngiv @R dmam iR ad s Er i e R s s w I IEEA AR F
Wﬁm#mhﬂrﬁuﬁwmwmmal_ﬁa::a—rﬁsmzﬂquﬂa:ﬁmmﬂumﬂ?m:r—rujmq#n—m



AN

WO a9 uifsswon

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAR UJALA

DELHI

ATST TIUIE | Wa9T i | Uged
& Tt st fiert Ol STeeRii

HnEn stwieta e sgd A gty o
9 W F ) S S A s
Tl ITHI 1 T g0 TOE T Ot
sfe sl &t gd o i w g e
21 730 #1941 T2 W f FEe fan e
T ¥, T o 1 \risgh o = ues
™ TE

g =1 wee TR 15 9F ¥ wEes g
T ] T A A S A e T
o= ¥ ol e Wt e & e o et
TR T T

W o E A e |
UEE F1 W 1 9 AT weeEmad w1 e
1 ma | el =i 8 e @ s
faw e = @ F, S W uEE % s
dree i 98 Mg & aeiE i ofn
I goEmEt w1 T Fi| TR 9 3PH
TEA o @ 7 I s F W i
= |

=TT B T T B et e
v F fownfEt =fEm & we & oamw
fofs =T ==Fn = 1 # | 30 R an
®E TS wE W & A o w e
Fru fan #1 S0 el SR el O o
a1 e = W i s
& W HERE W THE T A %1 Em

SR & fore o fafin fardde
a1k feEdiees |Ad 37 B
- \\1 f/

IIE W B I[FE 7 T G FE
T 1 STl W gy i e
Wit FE ITA WE TH A 9w TR A
I | TR T A A e e
it g e T = e 15 5 = e
mmwmwmmﬂ—-ﬂ%m‘
T8 it SR 7 ) T oA o
il ¥ v e ) A e #
FIEaT FH T 10 FE AgE B £
i 1 HiE & T

31 MAY 2026



_ AN

Had faa=ga uifSeso

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

FREE PRESS JOURNAL

MUMBAI

30 MAY 2026

Encroachment threat pushes Surat

airport towards flood, aviati

FPJ News Service

SURAT

As monsoon clouds gather over
South Gujarat, a dangerous mix
of unchecked encroachments,
fllegal shrimp ponds, and ri-
verbed constructions around
the citys most eriteal infr-
astructure has sparked serfous
alarm over public safety and
environmental stability in Surat.
Areas surrounding the Surat
International Airport and the
fragile ecosystem of the Tapi
River are now under scrutiny
for what experts describe as a
“systemic governance failure”
that could have catastrophic

consequences.
According to environmental
and infrastructure experts.

large strerches of coastal and
floodplain zones in Bhimpore,

L] v

Dumas, Abhawa, Khajod, and
Bhatha have been overtaken by
{llegal shrimp farming units and
unauthorised structures, many
of which directly violate Coastal
Regulation Zone (CRZ) norms
and court directives.

One of the most serious th-
reats emerging from these en-
croachments is the Increasing
risk of bird strikes. Shrimp

ponds close to the airport ru-
nway have become feeding gr-
ounds for migratory and coastal
birds, especially during mo-
nsoon.

Dr. Pankaj Gandhi, researcher
and sclentst at Sardar Vall-

abhbhai National Institute of

Technology  (SVNIT  Surat),
warned that the situation is es-
calating rapidly

On Crisis

“Artificial water bodies cr-
eated through (llegal shrimp
farming are acting as magnets
for bird populations. With ai-
reraft movement increasing at
Surat Alrport. even a single bird
strike can become a major safety
incident,” Dr. Gandhi said.

Experts also point to larg-
e-scale obstruction of namral
creeks and drainage channels
Earthen bunds constructed for
shrimp farming are disrupting
the flow of rainwater toward
natural outfalls, increasing the
risk of flooding in low-lying
areas and even airport premises.

Dr. Gandhi added, “Surat’s
drainage system is extremely
sensitive. When natural wat-
erways are blocked, water has no
exit path. This leads to sudden
urban flooding. especially du-
ring intense monsoon spells.”
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DigiYatra facility to be available at 27
more airports by next year, says govt

NEW DELHI: The Civil Avia-
tion Ministry on Saturday said
DigiYatra facility, which has
reduced the average airport
enltry time for passengers, will
be available at 27 more airports
by mext year

" Digi Yatra enables contact-
le=g, seamless movement of pas-
sengers al airporls using Factal
Recognition Technology and is
now available at 38 airports. In
a release, the ministry said the
DigiYatra app has enabled over
10 crore seamless journeys with

over 2.4 crore downloads.

“By replacing manual doeu-
ment verification, the platform
has reduced average airport
entry processing times from
15 seconds down to just 5 sec-
onds per passenger,” it added.

According to Civil Aviation
Minister K Rammohan Naidu,
annual passenger traffic across
Indian airports is projected to
reach 50 crore by 2030 and dou-
ble to nearly 100 crore by 2040.

“Right now, DigiYatra is
active at 38 airports, and by

next year, 27 more airports will
be enabled” he said and added
that the app currently supports
11 languages.

By the end of the year, the
aim is to provide support for
11 more regional languages
through the DigiYatra app.
Passenger data shared with
DigiYalra remains encrypled
& securely stored on the users
own device, shared only for a
limited duration with origin air-
port for immediate verification
purpases, the ministry said. Pl
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Cleared for takeofl: India’s first
SkyCast system debuts at IGI

Can generate advance weather alerts up to three hours ahead

AAISHA SABIR

NEW DELHI: India on Satur-
day inaugurated its first Sky-
Cast Systern at Indira Gandhi
[nternational Airport, becom-
ing the 19th country in the
world to deploy an integrated
atmospheric remote sensing
system for aviation weather
manitoring.

Union Minister Jiten-
dra Singh, who inaugurated
the facility at Glide Path 10
of the airport, described it as
the beginning of a new era in
Indian aviation. The event was
attended by Earth Sciences Sec-
retary M. Ravichandran, senior
officials of the India Meteora-
logical Department (1M,
the Indian Institute of Tropi-
cal Meteorology (ITTM ), GMB
and representatives from the
aviation sector

The SkyCast facility com-
bines multiple atmospheric
observation  technologies,
induding a Radar Wind Pro-
filer, SODAR, Microwave Radi-
ometer, Ground-based Fog
Aerosol Spectrometer (GEAS)

E

el _ﬁ';‘- -
- w =

-

" A

In Short

o Singh soid the technology
would be particdarly
usefud in Delhi, where
pollution parficles interact
with fog and sharply
reduce visibility during
winfer

» Singh =aid the technology
would be particdarly
usetul in Dalhi, where

paoliution parficles inferoct
with fog and sharply
reduce visibility during
winter

# The systemn con generate
odvance weather alerts
up to three hours ohead,
helping flight crews
determine the safest
landing windows and
reducing diversions,
delays and cancellations

end CL&1 lidar-based ceilom-
cter. Together, these systems
provide real-time atmospheric
intelligence to pilots, airlines
and air traffic management
agencics.

The system can gener-

ate advance weather alerts up
to three hours ahead, help-
ing flight crews determine the
safest landing windows and
reducing diversions, delays and
cancellations,

Highlighting its sigmif-

icance for the national capi-
tal, Singh said the technology
would be particularly useful in
[Dedhi, where pollution particles
interact with fog and sharply
reduce visibility during winter.
"India is moving towarnds an
era of fog-free flights through

scientific innovation.” he said.

The scientific foundation
for SkyCast was laid through
the Winter Fog Experiment
(WiFEX), a joint initiative of
IITM and [MD launched at
IGI Airport in 2015. The pro-
gramme generated crucial
data on fog formation, aero-
sol-cloud interactions and
visibility reduction in urban
environments.

Ravichandran said the
vertical atmospheric profiles
generated by SkoyCast would
strengthen weather forecast-
ing capabilities beyond avia-
tion and could benefit several
sectors. He added that simi-
lar systems would be installed
at airports across the country,
with the next facility planned
at Jewar Airport.
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REVAMP KEEPS VEHICLES WITHIN THE FREE EXIT WINDOW AT AHMEDABAD AIRPORT

T2 entry, exit capacity increased to ease rush
UPGRADED FACILITIES

Niyati.Parikh@timesofindia.com

Ahmedabad: After months
of complaints over long vehi-
cle quenes and chaotic traffic
movement outside Terminal
2, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
International Airport has
overhauled its entry and exit
system to ease congestion du-
ring peak hours.

Alirport authorities have
expanded the number of exit
gates at T2 from four to 10, in-
cluding a dedicated VIP exit,
while entry gates have incre-
ased from three to

Traffic pressure increa-
sed further after Air India
shifted allits domestic and in-
ternational operations to
Terminal 2.

Congestion outside the
terminal became a major
concern last yvear, with flvers
frequently complaining abo-
ut vehicles getting stuck near
toll booths and exit lanes for
long periods.

Under the airport’s par-
king policy, vehicles exiting
the terminal within eight mi-
nutes of entry are not char-
ged any fee for pas-

eight.

Officials said the
upgraded  system
has been operatio-
nal for nearly a
month and is alrea-
dy reducing bottle-
necks outside the
terminal.

TIMES

T e | ints, forcing many to
IMPACT pay parking charges

senger pickup or
drop-off. However,
motorists earlier of-
ten exceeded the free-
exit limit because of
slow-moving traffic
and limited exit po-

The move comes
as passenger traffic and vehi-
cle movement at the airport
continue to rise, especially
during morning departure
hours and late-night interna-
tional arrivals. Airport offi-
cials estimate that around
5,000t05,500 vehicles— inclu-
ding private cars, taxis and
app-based cabs — now move
through T2 every day.

despite short visits.

Passengers also raised
concerns over inadequate la-
ne segregation, mixed move-
ment of taxis and private ve-
hicles, and limited operatio-
nal toll booths.

Airport officials said the
expanded gate system has
substantially improved tur-
naround time. According to
an internal assessment, vehi-

® Exit gates at T2
increased from four
to 10

® Entry gates
expanded from three
to eight

@ Around 5,000 to
5,500 vehicles move
through T2 every day

® Vehicles exiting
within eight minutes
are not charged
parking fees

® Average exit time
now reduced to around
five minutes, even
during peak hours

tk

There was massive congestion outside the terminal at

the city airport when | returned from Delhi last month.
It took me a long time to find a cab through an app, and when
a driver finally accepted the request, he demanded an extra
Rs 160 as parking charge. When | refused, he told me to cancel
the booking. The fares on another ride-hailing app initially

seemed higher, but once these hidden charges ’
= were added, both platforms cost the same

Virendra Shah | TraveL iINDuSTRY PLAYER

When | travelled to Delhi through the international
terminal three weeks ago, traffic near the Ahmedabad
airport flowed smoothly thanks to multiple entry and exit
points. However, the airport operator needs to address
the additional fees for parking levied by cabgperators

Sushant Chawla | rroFESSIONAL

cles now take around five mi-
nutes on average to exit the
terminal, even during rush
hours, helping most drivers
stay within the free-exit win-

dow. Officials added that the
redesign is also expected to
improve movement of com-
mercial transport operators
and reduce traffic spillover

during high-density flight
schedules.

With inputsfrom
Shinjini Sen
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Eateries, theatres, airlines pad up for [PL final

Restaurants, multiplexes have special deals to capitalise on cricket’s biggest night

Meenakshl Verma Ambwani
Mew Delhi

Restaurants and mulri-
plexes are trying to lure
cricket buffs from their so-
fas and couches on Super
Sunday going all out to or-
ganise screening parties for
the Rowval Challengers
versus Gujarat Titans 1PL
2026 final clash,

PYVR INOX is screening
the IPL final at over 100
screens across the country.
The chain said that audi-
ences will be able to watch
the match in high-defini-
tion on giant cinema
screens with advanced sur-
round sound and specially
designed snack combos and

cricket-viewing favourites
for an enhanced match-day
experience,

Interest §s high, says
Gautam Dutta, CEQ - Rev-
enue & Operations, PVR
INOX Ltd, “We have seen
very strong advance book-

&2
| Ve

SUPER SUMDAY. Artists and citizens paint a community wall

¥ -lru - \ .

mural for RCB ahead of the IPL 2026 final cricket match, in

Bengaluru #

ing trends for the final
match. We anticipate occu-
pancies to be over 80 per
cent with many screens ex-
pected to be sold out.”

SINES AND SNACKS

Restaurants , pubs, food de-
livery and quick commerce
platforms are all in on the
cricket party doling out spe-
cial offers. Restaurateurs
said they anticipate higher
footfalls on May 31 com-
pared to average Sunday de-

mand trends.

Divya Aggarwal, Chief
Growth Officer at Impres-
ario Entertainment & Hos-
pitality Pvt Ltd, behind
brands such as SOCIAL and
Smoke House Delhi, said
curated ordering options
will be available.

“We are expectinga 5- 10
per cent increase in foot-
falls on Sunday. Cricket is a
shared emotion. Fans not
only look for a place to
watch the game, they also

seek the energy of being
surrounded by other fans to
feel they are of some-
thing larger," she added.

A senlor restaurant exec-
utive said that over the
years, the T20 league has
emerged as a key consump-
tion occasion for food ag-
gregator platforms led by
(2SR brands that see higher
number of delivery orders.

FANS AND FLIGHTS
Meanwhile, Akasa Airsaid it
has ramped up connectivity
to Ahmedabad with special
flights from Bengaluru and
Navi Mumbai on May 31
and June 1, in addition to its
scheduled direct services
from nine domestic and in-
ternational  destinations.
Also, the Western Railway
has introduced two special-
fare trains between Mum-
bai and Ahmedabad in re-
sponse to higher demand
from passengers ahead of
the finals.
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IndiGo

BANGLORE

reports

Rs 2,537 er loss
in fourth quarter

NEW DELHI, PTI

lying into the red, Indi-

G on Friday reported a

loss of Rs 2.536.9 crore
in the March quarier due to
multiple headwinds, includ-
ing challenging operating
conditions and rupee depre-
ciation.

India's largest airline had o
profit of Bs 3,067.5 crore in
the year-ago period.

For the 2025-26 fiscal,
the carrier posted a net boss
of Rs 2,393.6 crore, but ex-
cluding the impact of foreign
exchange and exceptional
items, it would have been a
profic of Rs 7.502.5 erore, it
said ina release.

Total income in the fourth
quarter of the 2025-26 fiscal
rose over 3% o Rs 23.830.7
erome fromm Rs 23,097 S crore
im thesamie period a vearago,
acoording tothe release.

“For the quarter ended
March 2026, IndiGo repor-
ed anet loss of Rs 25,368 mil-
lion, Excluding the impact of
foreign exchange and excep-
tional iems, the company
reported a net profit of Rs
19,206 million,” the relense
added

Diespite continuing extor-
nal disruptions in 202526,
InuliGeo sand its caparity rose
9.5% on an annual basis, and
the total incomie grew 6.4 per
centto RsB89,513.4 crore,

“Exceptionally sharp ru-
pee depreciation, changes in
labour laws anda challenging
operating emvironmensi offset
the speratonal profitand the
company reported a net loss
of s 23 936 million,” the air-
line said.

In 2025-26, the forcign
exchange loss was around
Bs 8,100 crore, and the im-

[T TPy = Fovex nitdents FV26

pact of the December Might
disruptions stood at RBs 580
crore, Besides, the expenses
refated intheimplementation
of the new labour lyws were
at Rs 1,200 crore, as per the
airfline’s financial statements,

IndiGo MD Rahul Bhatia
said FY26 was marked by an
exceptionally challenging op-
eraring environment, which
materially impacted its prod-
itahility.

“During the year, our ca-
pacity grew by 9.5%, and to-
tal income inereased by over
G%. Excluding the impact
af foreign exchange and ex-
ceptional iterns, IndiGodeliv-
credaprofitolRs 75 billion,”
he said.

Inthe Junequarter, capaci-
tyintermsof ASKs (Available
Seat Kilometres) is expected
to grow mround 3-4% as comr
pared to the first quaner of
fiscal year 2026

The airfine witnessed mul-
tiple challenges in the last
financial year, including the
massive operational disrup-
tions, especially between De-
cember 3 and 5 last year —a
period during which 2.507
Migthes were cancelled, and
LB52 flights were delayed,
impacting over 3 lakh pas-
SCTIEETS L NIrports across th
couniry.

In March, Peter Elbers
quit as CED, and later that
month, theairline announced
the appointment of William
‘Walsh, a pilot and current
chiel of the global airlines
grouping IATA, as its next
CED

The airline’s domestic
market share stood a1 63.3%
in March,

Sharesof IndiGo fell 3.27%
toclose st Rs 4 418 40 apiece
o the BSE,

indiGo halds

earnings by about
HIGHLIGHTS Rs8,100¢r

= Y26 todal

INCOATHE MESES

W bautoRsB9.S513cr

= Cagcity expands 9.5% amid 23
operational disruptions

30 MAY 2026
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IPL 2026 final: Akasa Air adds
special flights to Ahmedabad

AHKIT PATT HAIK
Mew Delhi, May 30

AKASA AIR OM Saturday
announced special flights to
Ahmedabad from Bengalwr
anel Navl Mumbaiahead of t he
Indian Premier League (1PL)
final that is to he played inthe
city an May 3 L. Thisvalueaddi
tion provides cricket fans with
convenient flights options to
and from Ahmedabad on the
mateh day and June 1

The st gl I!'hg!'.t arTange
ments allow passengers make
it to the Narendra Modi Sta
dium (NMS) well before the
match begins and return soon

afterthe match ends,

Thecamier s operatin gfour
spedal direct flights to and
fromAhmedabad to handle the
massive rush of cricket fans to
the city, The schedule features
twa inbound Dightson match
day sothat fans can arrive well
before the toss, and two out
bound flighits in the carly hours
of the following morning so
thiey can return without nesd-
Ing an ovemight hotel stay,

Meanwhile, passengers can
also s tay updated with the lat
est updates from | PLthrough
SkyScore - Alasa’s m-flight ser
vice nnovation

Ahmedabad will be hesting

its fiirth IPLfinal in five years
The Board of Control for Cric ket
in Indial BOCT) shifted thisedi
tion’s final from Bengaluru to
Ahmedabad duetoopemtional
conflicts and ticket allocation
dlisputes

The Royal Challenges Ben
galuru (RCB) and home-fran
chise Gujarat Titans (GT) will
square-off at the iconic NMS
fwith a seating capacity of
132,000) for the summit clash
at 7:30 pmoon May 31.This is
RCB"ssecond consecutive final
Thie Rajat Patadar-led side will
be defending theirtitlcagamst
Subhman Gill -led GT, whowill
be playing theirthird final
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IndiGo posts 32,537 cr
loss in March quarter

NEW DELHI

Flying into the red, IndiGo on
Friday reported a loss of
T253600 crove in the March
quarter due to multiple head-
winds, including challenging
operating conditions and
rupee  depreciation. The
country’s largest airline had a
profit of T3O6750 crore in the
year-ago period.

For the 2025-28 fiscal, the
carrier posted a net loss of
239360 crore. Excluding the
impact of foreign exchange
and exceptional items, it would
have been a profit of ¥7.502.50
crore, the airline said in a
release, Total income in the
fourth quarter of the fiscal rose
over 3% to ¥23.83070 crore
from 2300750 crore in the
same period a vear ago.

Despite continuing external
disruptions in the 202526 fis-
cal, IndiGo said its capacity
rose 5% on an annual basis,
and total income grew 64% 0
TRA51340 crove. Exceptionally
sharp rupee depreciation,

changes in labour laws, and a
challenging operating environ-
ment offset the operational
profit. In the 2025-26 fiscal, the
foreign exchange loss was
around 8,100 crore, and the
impact of the December flight
disruptions stood at F580
crore.  Besides, expenses
related to the implementation
of the new labour laws were at
T1.200 crore, according to the
airline’s financial statements.
IndiGo MD Rahul Bhatia
sald FY26 was marked by an
exceptionally challenging
operating environment, which
materially impacted profitabil-
ity. In the June quarter, capac-
ity in terms of Available Seat
Kilometres is expected o grow
around 3% to 4% as compared
to the first quarter of fiscal year

INOIGS

i
2026, During an analyst call,

Bhatia referred to  the
Pecember flight disruptions
and said, "our customers
deserve better”

The airline  witnessed

multiple challenges in the last
finandial year, including massive
operational disruptions,
especially between December 3
and 5 last year During this
period, 2507 flights were can-
celled and 1,852 flights were
delayed. impacting over 3 lakh
passengers at sirportsacross the
country. In March, Pieter Elbers
quit as the CEO. Later that
maonth, the airline announced
the appointment of William
Walsh, a pllot and current chief
of global airfines’ grouping
International Air Transport
Association, as its next CEQ
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IndiGo sees its first
annual lossin 3 yrs

IndiGo attributed the
losses to the 11%
depreciation of the
rupee against dollar

Abhishek Law &
Dipali Banka

abhishek law @livemint.com

NEW DELHI/MUMBAI: A sharp
fall in the rupee against the dol-
lar, along with weak demand,
hurt IndiGo's financial perform-
ance as the country’s largest air-
line swung to losses, a first after
it reported a loss in fiscal year
2023 (FY23). On Friday, Inter-
Globe Enterprises Ltd, which
runs IndiGo, reported a ¥2.393.6
crore loss in the year ended
March, compared with a 7,258
crore profit in the previous year.

IndiGo attributed the losses to
the 11% depreciation of the rupee
against the dollar. As IndiGo’s
leased liabilities are dollar-de-
nominated, a falling rupee hurts
the airline’s profitability.

The financial pain extended
beyond forex with IndiGo's
capacity expanding 9.5% even as
passenger traffic grew just 7.5%,
pushing load factors down to
84.4% from 86% a year earlier.

Revenue per available seat
kilometre—vital for understand-
ing pricing power—fell 3% to
¥4.99, indicating that the airline
was flying more seats at lower
fares into less demand.

“FY26 was marked by an
exceptionally challenging oper-

oo

- [ - .' ' - -
As IndiGo's leased liabilities are dollar-denominated, a falling
rupee hurts the airline’s profitability. PTI

ating environment, which mate-
rially impacted our profitabil-
ity,” said Rahul Bhatia, founder
and managing director, IndiGo.

Bhatia took over as the car-
rier's chief executive after Pieter
Elbers’ abrupt departure in
March, Former British Airways
chief executive officer (CEO)
Willie Walsh joins the carrier
from 3 August.

IndiGo’s peers are facing simi-
lar problems.

Air India is expected to posta
nearly 83 billion loss for the
same period, as the sector grap-
ples with the West Asia war's
impact on fuel prices, Pakistani
airspace closures, and India's
weakest passenger growth since
the covid pandemic.

IndiGo’s revenue from opera-
tions improved 5% to ¥84,962
crore for 2026, During the Janu-
ary-March period, revenue
improved L3% to ¥22,438.4 crore
while the airline reported a loss

of ¥2,536.9 crore.

“Despite these conditions, the
underlying performance of the
business remained resilient.
Excluding the impact of foreign
exchange and exceptional items,
IndiGo delivered a profit of
17,500 crore.” Bhatia's upbeat
commentary on the perform-
ance could not mask the opera-
tonal weaknesses that were still
evident in the financials.

For now, IndiGo has not pro-
vided full-year guidance on
capacity or passenger growth, as
it has in the past.

“We will give full-year availa-
ble seat per kilometre guidance
later this year,” Gaurav Negi,
chief financial officer, said dur-
ing the post results investor call.

IndiGo said it would under-
take a ‘selective recalibration’ of
domestic routes in the season-
ally weaker July-September
quarter, deploying fewer air-
craft.
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Gk FY26wasmarked o R
by an exceptionally -'

challenging operating sy & §
environment, which

materially impacted A
IndiGo's profitability

IndiGo MD Rahul Bhatia
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IndiGo says fuel price
hikes to be passed on

MD: FY26 Marked By Challenging Environment

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The hike in jet
fuel prices will be passed on
to both domestic and inter-
national consumers as in-
creased airfares, IndiGo
said Friday after flying into
thered withalossof Rs 2,537
crore in the fourth quarter
of the 2026 fiscal, compared
toa profitof Rs3,067 crorein
the same period last year.
While jet fuel prices for
international flights have
more than doubled since
pre-war days, for domestic
flights, the price hike has so
far remained capped. If the
capislifted even marginally
next week, domestic flights
— with their schedule trun-
cated —will cost more.
After being in the black
for two years, India’s largest
airline reported a loss of Rs
2,394 crore in FY 26, com-
pared to a profit of Rs 7,258
crore in the previous fiscal,
due to “exceptionally sharp
rupee depreciation, chang-
es in labour laws and a chal-

Representational pic

. == e —
lenging operating env
ment” referring to airspace
closures and jet fuel prices,
among other things.

The airline’s scrip closed
3.5% lower at Rs 4,405.95 on
BSE Friday, when the broad-
er market had tanked 1.4%.
IndiGo is now studying
whether fuel hedging can be
anoption in current volatili-
tw

IndiGo MD Rahul Bhatia
said: “FY26 was marked by
an exceptionally challeng-
ing operating environment,
which materially impacted
our profitability. Despite
these conditions, the under-
lying performance of the
business remained resil-
ient. During the vear, ourca-

pacity grew by 9.5% and to-
talincome increased by over
6%. Excluding the impact of
foreign exchange and excep-
tional items, IndiGo deliver-
ed aprofit of Rs7,500crore.”

In FY 26, the airline suf-
fered a hit of Rs 8,100 crore
due tothe rupeecrashing, of
which Rs 4,200 crore impact
was in Q4 alone. Last Dec
flight disruption cost the
airline another Rs 580 crore
and the changed labour
law’s impact was Rs 1,200
crore.

“We continue to main-
tain a strong balance sheet
with substantial liquidity,
demonstrating resilience
through prolonged periods
of volatility... Whilethe near
termremains volatile, were-
main firmly focused on dis-
ciplined execution, cost effi-
ciency, and long-term value
creation,” Bhatia added.

The airline had a total
cash balance of Rs 51,630.6
crore as on March 31, 2026.
And on that date, its total
debt was Rs 77,749.2 crore.
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IndiGo may increase fares
further to offset rising costs

ARSHAD KHAN @ Mew Dethi

INTERGLOBE Awiation Lud,
which operates India's largest
airline, IndiGo, may increase
airfares further to offeet rising
costs, Chiel Executive Officer
Rahul Bhatia said, as a sharp
surge in aviation turbine fuel
(ATF) prices continues to
weigh on airline operations
globally Bhatia said the airline
has so far found that passon-
gers continue to book tickets
despite higher fares.

“For us, it is very clear that
we need to take fares up to pro-
tect ourselves against some of
these additional costs that are
showing up. For the moment,
what we are discovering is that
the fares are sticking. The de-
mandl is there ™ he said doring
IndiGo's Q4FY26 earnings call
with analysis on Fridav

He added: “You obviously
have to take pricing up to the
point where you start to see
elasticity come in. For the mo-
ment, what we are seeing is
that as we take fares up, the
market remains inelastic to
these fare hikes. We deal with
thiz on a daily basis and see

where we go.”

Global energy prices, includ-
ing jet fuel prices, have risen
sharply since tensions esca-
lated in West Asiaon February
28. The global average jet fuel
price last week declined 1.7%
from the previous week to
§159.85 per barrel. Prior to the
conflict, prices had remained
below $100 per barrel.

Bhatia said the escalation of
geopolitical tensions in West
Asia since March had led to
route disruptions and a sharp
increase in jet fuel prices. In
response, airlines around the
world, including IndiGo, had
been compelled to take short-
term measures to safeguard

operational viability, he added.
Hit by the depreciation of the
rupee amid a challenging ex-
ternal environment, Inter-
Globe Aviation reported a net
loss of ¥2,536 crore in G4 FY28,
compared with a net profit of
3,067 crore in the correspond-
ing gquarter of the previous
year

Indusiry experts expect the
aviation sector to continue fac-
ing headwinds. To cut costs
and protect margins, airlines
have been reducing flights on
less profitable routes and fire-
guently revising fares.

Apcording to ICRA, domes-
tic air passenger traffic in
April 2026 was estimated at 14
milliom, down 1.6% firom 14.31
million in April 2025 and 2%
lower than 14.37 million in
March 2026.

ICRA noted thai domestic
ATF prices announced on May
1, 2026, remained unchanged
sequentially but were 23.5%
higher yvear-on-vear This fiol-
lowed a 9.2% sequential in-
crease and an 18.2% year-on-
year rise in April 2026, driven
by the escalating conflict in
West Asia.
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