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Mumbai Airport Spars with IndiGo
and Air India Over Payment Terms

New Delhl: The alrport in
Mumbal, run bw the Adanl Gre
up, has trigeered a lobbying ef
fort by top carriers IndiGo and
Air India after it changed pay
ment ruiles, citing financial e
edsandariskofl aifine defnals,
documents show

The alrport is one of India’s
busiest at & time when dozens
are being added in one of the
world's fastest-growing avia-
thon markets. 1t ks the blggest of
seven muanagsd by a group led
by biillionaire Gautam Adani
Confidential letters seen by
Reuters show the intense
pushbark to the change,
which secks a compulsory
cash depasht inabank as secu
rity against charges such as
landing and parking fees, in-
stead of a long-standing prac
tice of bank guarantees.

"MNoneof thesealrlines normal
Iy pay of time _ we want loalign
our cash fow with the airlines
cash fowe " said Arun Baneal the
chief executive of Adani Air-
port Holdings, which has a stake
of 4% n thealrport

Ty hurve tkaen mchvintmgs of
our niceness,” he added, refier-
ring to resistance to the new pay-

ment svstem firom In-

diGo and Alr India
Ot

sinee  the change
elght months ago in
Airlines often delay pay-
ments bevond a due date at
month-end but the airport has
topay authorities earl lor crea
ting working capitnl challeng-
es that can be resolved by
using the security deposit
when needed. Bansal said
IndiGoamd Adr Indin, which toget

her hoave a share ol 9% of the mar
kst b I, ddbel st resspond bo giie-
ries from Reuters.

A souree with direct knowled-
geal the matier said the new po-
liey would require the two airli
s b make deposits of abouat €2
bkl ion (523 million), taken togset-
her: For Air India, owned by the
Tata Group conglomerate, such
pavments could strain its finan-
oo after mcking up losses of
$521 mmd Ml kst your, nsddition
to monthly costs of £50 million
after Pakistan closed its airspa-
e o Indian airines.

The Mumbai International
Airport Lad (MLAL), which ser
viced 53 million pussengers lnst
veur, also faces Mnancial chal
loppes, after posting losses of
FTLN million on revenuesof 3461
million last wear disclosures
show, — Reuters
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Adani-run Mumbai
airport’s new fee rules
irk IndiGo,Air India

ADITYA KALRA
Mew Delhi, May 30

THE MUMBAI AIRPOHRT, run by
Adani Group, has triggened a lobby -
ing effort by top carders IndiGo and
AirIndia after it changed payment
rutles, ating fimancal needsandarisk
of aidinedefaults, documents show.
Theawrportisone of the coumtry's
busiest at a time when dozens ame
being added in one of the world's
fastest: prowing aviathon maroets. [t
Is the higpest of

scven  managed

ADAN NOT by agroup led by
KEENTO Adani Cimup
BLUY EMAAR chalrman Gau
INDiA tam Adani
FAGEH- Confidential

letters seen by
Reuters show the intense pushback
io the change, whichsesksa compul -
sorycnshdepositinabankas security
against changes such as landing and
parking fees instead ofa long- stand -
ing practiceofbank guarantees,
"None of these aidines normally
pay on time_.we want to align our
aashflowwith theaifines'msh flow,”
said Arun Bansal, chief executive of
Adani Alrport Holdings, which hasa

FIGHT ZONE

Earfier,
airfines were
required to
provide bani
Quarantee

stake of V4% ln the airport, "They
have taken advantage of our nice
ness” he added, referring to resis
tance to the new payment system
from IndiGoand Afr India since the
change eight monthsago in October

Caontinved on Page 10

Mumbai airport’s new tarift
rules irk IndiGo,Air India

AIRLINES OFTEN DELAY pay-
ments beyond a due date at
month-end but the airport has to
pay authorities earlier, creating
working capital challenges that
can be resolved by using the secu-
rity deposit when needed, Bansal
said.

IndiGo and Air India, which
together have a share of 91% of
the market in the country, did not
respond to queries from Reuters.

A  source with direct
knowledge of the matter said the
new policy would require the two
airlinesto make deposits of about
%200 crore,taken together.

For Air India, owned by Tata
Group, such payments could
strainits finances after rackingup
losses of $521 million last year,in
addition to monthly costs of $50
million after Pakistan closed its
airspace to Indian airlines,

The MumbaiInternational Air-
port (MIAL), which serviced 53
million passengers last year, also
faces financial challenges, after
posting losses of $71.11 million
on revenues of 5461 million last
year, disclosures show,

Ina December 31 letter to an
airlines body, the airport justified
the change by pointing out its
"deteriorating financial position"
and "significantdebtobligations".

"The deposits will help MIAL's
financial stability and credit rat-
ing,"itadded.

The change also aimed to pro-
tect the airport from risks such as

FINANCIAL EXPRESS >3t

https //epaper.financialexpress.

READ TO LEAD

an airline going bankrupt, as car-
riers Jet Airways, Go First and
Kingfisher Airlines have done in
the last few years, Bansal said.

The Mumbai airport has the
rightto cancel the slots of airlines
that do not follow the new policy,
butdoes not intend to do so in the
interest of passengers, he added.

The International Air Trans-
port Association ([ATA), represent-
ing both Air India and IndiGo,
wrote to the civil aviation ministry
in December,calling thechange a
bid to use airline deposits to fund
the airport's need forworking cap-
ital.

The civil aviation ministry did
not respond to Reuters’

31 May 2025

queries,

The government has a stake of
26% in the Mumbai airport.

Inaletter on April 2, the Feder-
ation of Indian Airlines told the
airport it disagreed with the con-
tention that airline payments
were nottimely.

Air India has lobbied the gov-
ernment, saying the industry was
alreadyfacing "immense financial
pressure”inanApril 15 letter.

"It is highly likely that other
airports across the country could
adopt similar measures, leading to
widespread financial strain," The
Tata Group-owned carrier said in
the letter,seen by Reuters.

REUTERS
com/c/77465858 %‘
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SURAT

ort grass

.
fire disrupts
.

flights
Asudden grass fire broke
out inthe operational area
of Surat International
Airport on Thursday
afternoon, triggering a
swift emergency response
and affecting flight
operations
Thick smoke from the
blaze posed visibility
concems for pilots,
prompting air traffic
control to diverta few
incoming flights, including
the Hyderabad to Surat
flight, to Ahmedabad. Mo
casualties were
reported.Firefighters from
the Airport Authority and
Surat Municipel Fire &
Emergency Services
rushed to the site to douse
the flames “Firefighting
teams are working ona
war footing to bring the
situation under contral”
sald an airport official,
adding that passenger
safety remains the top
priority.
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Fire drill held at
Kolkata airport

KOLKATA: The Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose International (NSCBI)
airport, Kolkata, on Thursday con-
ducted a hot fire drill mimicking
an aircraft crash.

The Kolkata airport shared the
drill took place at 3:48 pm. The
full-scale simulation mimicked an
aircraft crash within the airport
premises to test response capabil-
ities. Sixteen Aircraft Rescue and
Fire Fighting (ARFF) personnel and
nine CISF personnel participated,
deploying two ARFF vehicles and
two ambulances.

The drill aimed to achieve a
138-second response time from the
initial alert and control the fire within
one minute, meeting critical avia-
tion safety benchmarks. The exer-
cise validated emergency response
plans, enhanced inter-agency coor-
dination, and strengthened readi-
ness across prevention, mitigation,
preparedness, response and recov-
ery phases. The airport director, PR
Beuria emphasised the airport’s com-
mitment to safety through rigorous,
realistic training. MPOST
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Airlines oppose Mum airport’s

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU o Mo Dl

MUMBAI Imternational Alr
port, operated by the Adand
Group, has revised its pay-
ment policies, clting fAnancial
concerns and potential airline
payment defaulis,

This change has prom pled ma-
jor earriers like IndiGo and
Alr India to engage in lohby-
ng efforts to address the new
regulations.

Confidential letters seen by
news agency Reuters show the
Intense pushback to the
change, which seeks a compul-
sory cash deposit in a bank as
security against charges such
as landing and parking lees,
instead of a long-standing

practice of bank guaranteess

Arun Bansal, the chief ex-
coutive of Adnni A i port Hold-
ings which has astake of T4%
ini the airport, stated that none
of these aidines normally pay
on time and that they want to
align their eash flow with the
airdines” cash flow

“They have taken advan-
tage of ournicensss,” he said,
referring to resistance to the
new payment system from In-
diGo and Alr India since the
change eight months ago
In Detobaer,

He adided that airlines offen
delay payments beyond a dus
date o month-£nd but the ajr-
port has to pay authorities ear
lier, creating working capital

challenges that can be resolved
by using the security deposit
when needed. When Contact-
e, Adani Group d i not issue
any statement on the develop

ment. IndiGo and Alr India
also have not any statEment
Sources with direct knowl
edge of the matier told Rew-
ters that the new policy would

revised pay policy

require the two airlines to
make livl'|1u5i.1‘<. ol ahoul
200 erore (523 million),
taken together

The deposit norms can
wolgh on the finoneinls of ale
lines. Tata Group’s Alr India
which incurred losses of
£681 milllon last year is al
ready taking a hit §50 million
per month alter Pakistan
closed {ts airspace to Indian
Alrdines.

The Mumbai International
Alrport Ltd (MIAL), which
servieed 53 million passengers
last year, also faces Mnancial
challenpes, after posting loss
o5 of §71.11 million on reve
nues al 3461 million last year,
disclosures show
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Bird deterrents
set grass on fire
at Surat airport

Surat: Grass in the runway
safety area at Surat Interna-
tional Airport caught fire
due to firecrackers that we-
re set off to scare away
birds, at about 1L30pm on
Thursday The fire led to
three flights being diverted,
to Ahmedabad and Vadoda-
ra airports, while a helicop-
ter was diverted to a helipad
in Hazira. Some departing
flights were also delayed.

Surat airport director A
N Sharma told TOT: “We use
firecrackers to scare birds
away from the runway du-
ringflight operations. Inthe
afterncon, when our team
used a firecracker, the grass
near the runway caught fire
from a spark. Fire teams
rushed to the spot and dou-
sed the fire. Due to this, two
scheduled flights and one
non-scheduled flight were
diverted to other airports,
while a helicopter was sent
to Suvali Helibase in Hazi-
ra.” mnP5
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Cracker to scare birds sets
grass ablaze at Sura! airport

Firefighting
Causes Three
Flights To Be
Diverted

Times News NETwWoRK

Surat: Grass in the runway
safety area at Surat Interna-
tional Airport caughtfire due
to firecrackers that were set
off toscare away birds, atabo-
ut 1.30pm on Thursday. The fi-
re led to three flights being di-
verted, to Ahmedabad and
Vadodara airports, while a
helicopter was diverted to a
helipad in Hazira. Some de-
parting flights were also dela-
yed.

Suratairportdirector AN
Sharma told TOI: “We use fi-
recrackers to scare birds
away from the runway du-
ring flight operations. In the
afternoon, when our team
used a firecracker, the grass
near the runway caught fire
from a spark. Fire teams rus-

The fire spread due to strong winds and took 90 minutes to extinguish

hedtothe spot and doused the
fire. Due to this, two schedu-
led flights and one non-sche-
duled flight were diverted to
other airports, while a heli-
copter was sent to Suvali He-
libase in Hazira.”

The Air India Express Hy-
derabad-Surat flight was di-
verted to Ahmedabad, while
Indigo’s Bengaluru-Surat
flight wassent to Vadodara. A
non-scheduled flight of Ven-

tura Airconnect was also di-

verted to Ahmedabad air-
port. All these flights made
several fly-rounds and waited
for ATC clearance toland asit
took about 90 minutes for the
fire to be doused.

At the time the fire began,
the Air India Express Surat-
Delhi flight IX-1123 was near
the taxi track and was about
to take off. The aircraft was
pushed back to the apron and
eventually left almost two
and a half hours late. This

Why 90 minutes to
put out the fire?

irport officials said such

firesdo occurasthese
firecrackers are used several
times a day. Fire teams found
ithard to putoutthe fire as
there were heavy winds atthe
airport, causing the fire to
spread. Airport officials also
called two firefighting
vehicles from Suratcity's fire
service.

Spread fast despite
recent rain?

‘-1 uratcity gotrainacouple of
timesinthe past three days.
Thefireinthe grass raises
questions about whether the
grass had been mowed in time.
Officials said that they
maintain the proper grass
height, and this was within the
acceptable limit when the fire
began.

had a cascading effect, cau-
singseveralotherflightstobe
delayed.
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Nigerian national
nabbed with Z9cr
cocaine at airport

Mumbai: Customs officials
seized BAGgm of cocaine
worth Rs 8.7 crore from a Ni-
gerian national at the city
airport on May 25. Patrick
Ruheja's nervous behaviour
and signsof physical unease
following his arrival raised
suspicion. A medical exami-
nation revealed he had swal-
lowed multiple vellow-colo-
ured pellets, which were re-
covered and found tocontain
cocaine, Ruheja was arres-
ted. Officials said the drugs’
source and intended recipi-
ents are being traced. s
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B Centre orders IndiGo to exit Turkish Airlines lease deal by Aug 31

IndiGo plans to add 10 new int’l routes

AGE CORRESPONDENT
KEW DELML, MAY 30

The povernment has
given IndiGo tme till
Aupust 31 to end Its asso-
clation with Tuarkive
Alrlines

Indigo is currently oper-
ating two BTTT-300ER afr
criaft under a damp lease
from Turkizsh Alrlines,
which was permitted up
to May 31, 2025,

Spurees sald Indigo had
requested a further exten-

sion of the same for
another six  months,
which was not agresd 1o
by the directorate general
of eivil aviation,
However, in order to
avoid passenger incon-
venience dus to immedi-
ate  Dight disruption,
Indigo has been granted a
pne-time last and final
pxtension of thiee
manths up to Adogust 31,
2025, for these damp
leased aireraft, basaed on
the undertaking from the

airline that they will rer.
minate the damp lease
with Turkish Alrlines
within this extension
peilod and shall not seek
any further extension for
thise operations, sources
aafd.

IndiGe CED Pieter
Elbers said the airline will
coanply with any govern-
mient regualations amid the
airline operating wet-
leasod planes of Turkizh
Alrlines coming Into
focis

Last week, civil aviation
minister K. Rammohan
Naldu sald his ministey
was taking inputs from
IndiGio and security agen-
cies on the airline's use of
planos lensed  from
Turkish Alrlines and
theyv would decide on the
way forwand,

Revealing its strategy of
Internationali=ntion, the
alrline on Friday said it
will start direct flights to
10 international destina-
tions, including London

and Athens, in the cor-
rent Minancial year.

IndiGGo will start aperat-
ing direct fMlights from
Mumbai o Manchester
and Amsterdam with the
leagisd Hoelng TET-8 alr
craft in July, snd the sere-
ioes o the UK city will also
mark the airine’s long-
el debut,

Thie afrline will alao re-
activale  services (o
Almaty and Tashhkent with
new non-stop  services
Fromm, Mumbai
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Airlines look to boost US

travel amid Trump tariffs

New Delhi, May 30:
Airline bosses meet from
Sunday in New Delhi at
their annual industry
conference, battling to
mitigate the impact of
Donald Trump's policies
that have hit travel to the
US and potentially raised
costs for aviation.
Trump's bid to impose
tariffs on the United
States’ trading partners
have upended commercial
flows, with legal chal-
lenges against his plan
adding to uncertainties.
The tense atmosphere in
the US, from Trump's
plans to revoke foreign
students’ visas to reports
of travellers detained at
US borders, has also put a
dampener on tourism.
The international air
transport association
(IATA) is due to update its
traffic and profitability
projections as the dele-
gates from group gather-
ing 350 airlines hold talks.

TENSE
atmosphere
in US, from
Trump's plans to
revoke foreign
students’ visas
to reports of
travellers

\ 4

IATA is due to update traffic and
profitability projections.

detained at US
borders, has put
a dampener on
tourism.

INDIA is experiencing explosive
growth, with the number of air-
ports and passengers in the coun-
try doubling over past decade.

Earlier, it forecast a
record 5.2 billion air jour-
neys in 2025 - up 6.7 per-
cent from an unprecedent-
ed 2024. It predicted carri-
ers would generate £36.6
billion in cumulative net
profit, on revenue exceed-
ing 31 trillion.

However, the US presi
dent's Liberation Day tar-
iff blitz and his adminis-
tration’s stance on issues

from immigration to edu-
cation could throw a span-
ner in the works.

There's good news for
carriers, though, with oil
prices falling owing to an
anticipated slowdown in
economic growth. That
could help firms reduce
their fuel hills - a gquarter
and a third of operational
costs - by hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars. — AFP
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This season, it’s mango tango for Air India

The airline shipp

Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbai

Air India is reaping the be-
nefits of a robust global de-
mand for mangoes, whose
shipments have jumped 15
per cent this season.
Buoyed by increased cargo
capacity, the airline shipped
1,000 tonnes of the king of
fruits in April and the
volume in May has already
topped that, an airline
spokesperson said.

The UK, the US, the UAE,
Canada, France, Germany
and the Netherlands are the
main export destinations.
The top varieties exported
include Alphonso, Safeda
(Banganapalli) and
Dussehri.

“In comparison to April
2024, we carried nearly 15
per cent more volume in
April 2025. The volume of
mangoes transported thus
far in May is even higher

ed 15% more of the king of fr

E i

TOP DESTINATIONS. The UK, the US, the UAE, Canada,
France, Germany and the Netherlands are the main export
destinations

than the last month, as we
moved ahead into the
mango season, though with
the rain arriving early in
many parts of the country,
volumes may reduce in
June,” the spokesperson
said. Perishables account
foraround 22 per cent of Air
India’s international cargo
revenue.

Air India said an increase
in frequencies to London
Gatwick and Toronto, and
the utilisation of higher ca-

pacity Boeing 777 aircraft
(instead of Boeing 787) on
the Mumbai-London route
helped in the growth.

RAIN DAMPENER

While the seasonbeganona
strong note, early rain has
come as a dampener for
farmers and exporters. The
recent rejection of nearly
15 shipments of mangoes
by the US Customs over im-
proper documentation also
was alet down.

uits in April and May

Mangoes, which are ex-
ported to the US, are irradi-
ated to increase their shelf
life and eliminate pests.

According to media re-
ports, there were discrep-
ancies in documentation
regarding irradiation, res-
ulting in their rejec-
tion. “Indian exporters
were not at fault,” one trade
person said.

Air India did not com-
ment on the controversy.
However, the airline said it
takes utmost precaution in
handling and transporting
perishable products.

It said mangoes are kept
in APEDA-certified facilit-
ies before they are loaded
on to aircraft. “Once at the
airport, thermal blankets
and cool dollies (mobile re-
frigerated storage units)
ensure that the fruit stays
chilled as it moves across
the tarmac into the air-
craft,” it said.
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Will exit Turkish aircraft lease in
three months, IndiGo tells DGCA

DEEPAK PATEL
Hew Delhi, 30 May

The Directorate General of Civil Avi-
ation (DGCA) on Friday said it had
granted budget carrier IndiGo a three-
month extenslon tooperate two Boeing
777 alrcraft taken on wet lease from
Turkish Airlines, after the airline sub-
mitted anundertaking toterminate the
lease within this extended period.

The lease perlod was coming to an
end on May 31 and the Indian carrier
had sought an extension of six months,
The DGCA refused.

“However, inorderto avold passen-
ger inconvenience due to immediate
flight disruption, IndiGo has been
granted aone-time last and final exten-
sion of three months upto August 31,
2035, for these damp leased aircraft,
based on the undertaking from the air-
line that, they will terminate the damp
lease with Turkish Airline within this
extension period, and shall not seek
any further extension for these oper-
ations,” the regulator stated.

Under the wet lease terms, the air-

] ™
craft. crew, maintenance, and insur-
ance are all provided by the lessor —
Turkish Airlines. The lessee — IndiGo
— on the other hand, sells tickets and
markets the service.

The DGCAs approval has come
amid escalating diplomatic tensions
berween India and Turkey. This follows
the latters diplomatic and military
support to Pakistan after the Pahalgam
terror attack on April 72 and Operation
Sindoor on May 7.

The "wet lease™ arrangement
betwesn the twoairlines beganin 2023

It allowed IndiGo to start flights to
Istanbul, which is cutside the range of

G PEOPLE HAVE MADE

TRAVEL PLANS AND

BOOKINGS. OUR PRIORITY

IS TO ENSURE THAT WE CONTINUE
TO SERVE THEM. AT THE SAME
TIME, WE REMAIN ALERT AND
RESPOMNSIVE TO ANY CHANGES

IN THE REGULATORY OR
GEOPOLITICAL LANDSCAPEYY

Pieter Elbers
CEQ, bndiCa

anormal narrowbody plane like A320.
For IndiGo, this comes without it
immediately investing in widebody
aircraft. Of the around 430 planes in
IndiGo's fleet, only three are widebody
—twoleased from Turkish Airlinesand
one from Norse Atlantic Alrwavs. The
remaining are narrowbody aircrafi.
Speaking to reporiers earlier in the
day, IndiGo Chief Executive Officer
(CEQ) Pieter Elbers defended the air-
line’s parinership with Turkish Air-
lines. He sald it functions within
established Internarional norms and
government policies, "The relationship
between countries In the aviation

sector is governed by what are known
as Alr Services Agreements. These
define the numberofflights that canbe
operated between nations,” Elbers said.

He added that the airline operates
in full compliance with the regularory
framework in place. "If there are any
changes inthe framework, wewill nat-
urally adjust our operations to stay
aligned.” he said. Elbers also empha-
sised that the leased alrcraf are serving
a clear passenger need, with the vast
majority of travellers on these flights
being Indian nationals. "People have
maide travel plans and bookings. Our
priority s toensure that we continue to
serve them. At the zame time, we
remain alert and responsive to any
changes in the regulatory or geopolit-
cal landscape.” he said.

The Bureau of Civil Aviation Secur-
ity (BCAS), on May 15, revoked the
security clearance of Istanbul-based
Celebi Aviation Holding, citing
national security concerms.

Celebl, which provided ground
handling services at major Indian air-
ports, challenged the decision In court.
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IATA to hold AGM

Perishables powering
Air India’s cargo growth

DEEPAK PATEL
Mew Delhi, 30 May

Perishables such as fruits, vegetables, fish, sea-
food, meat, and flowers are rapidly becoming a
strong part of Air India’s air cargo business, with
the segment posting a 37 per cent growth over the
past two vears as a result of rising demand and
strategic Investments in cold chain logistics and
infrastructure.

In 2024-25, Adr India transported 57,530 tonnes
of perishables internationally, up from 49,703

Robust growth
& Perishables transported internationally (tonnes)
A % chg Y-o-Y
A 15.7%
Na A

in India after 42 yrs
PM Modi to address delegates

DEEPAK PATEL
New Dethi, 30 May

After a gap of 42 vears, New Delhi s set to take centre
stage as it hosts the 815t annual general meeting (AGM)
of the International Air Transport Association (LATA)
from Sunday to Tuesday, with Prime Minister Marendra
Modi expected to headline the event with a keynote
address. The chiefs and various other top executives of
almaost all global airlines, aircraft manufacturers, and
other aviation sector stakeholders gather once a year at
IATA's AGM to discuss issues pertaining to the global
aviation sector. It is considered the most significant

tonnes in FY24 and 41,998 tonnes in FY23. Perish- Fr FYa4 FYTS event in the aviaon ______

ables now account forclose to 30 percent of the air- industry’s calendar. ACENDA

line’s international cargovolumes and contribute  ~2Uree: Alr India IATAhasmorethan350  |MCLUDES INDIA'S

23 per cent of its international cargo revenue, an airlines as members, AVIATION-LED

AirIndiaspokesperson told Business Standardon  spokesperson said. whichcomprise morethan  pEVELOPMENT

Friday. The airline’s overall international cargo Alr India has started providing packaging and 8o per cent of global avi- STRATEGY,

volumes havealso seen strong growth, risingfrom  container solutions tailored toawide range of tem- ation traffic. Around 1700 g)sTAINABLE

137358 tonnes in FY'2310 167202 tonnes in FY24, perature requirements (-20 degree celsius to +25 participants, includingair-  aviATION

and further to 216,076 tonnes in FY38. degres celsius). The airline has forped global part- line CEOs, govemment FUEL. AND
While pverall international cargo growthout- nerships with leading supply chain service pro- officials are expected to mﬂﬂ.im-rmﬂg IN

paces the rise in perishables, the segment remains  viders such as Envirotainer. DoKaSch, CSafe attend the event in Delhl, AVIATION

acritical part of Air India’s business, asreflectedin - Global, and Va-Q-Tec for critical temperanire-con- IATA stated. PAYMENTS

the airline’stargeted investmenis. Overthepast2-  trolled shipments, including perishables and The AGM will fearurea —

3 vears, Air India has significantly upgraded its
cold chain logistics, adding active containers and
cold storage facilities at 14 airports worldwide,
including Delhi, Mumbal, Bengalurm, London
Heathrow, Frankfurt, New York (JFK], and Chi-
cago, tomeet international standards fortempera-
ure-sensitive  shipments, the  airline's

pharmaceuticals. Among the fastest-growing cat-
egories within perishables are mangoes. The air-
lime exported nearly 1,000 tonnes of mangoes in
April, a 15 per cent increase from April 2024, "The
volume of mangoes carried In May has already
exceaded April as the season peaked.” said an air-
line spokesperson.

CEO panel moderated by
CNN's Richard Cuest, with

speakers Including Elbers, Joanna Geraghty (JetBlue),
Adrian Neuhauser (Abra Group), and Richard Smith
{FedEx). Key agenda items include India’s aviation-led
development strategy, sustainable aviation fuel, and
innovations in aviation payments,



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS STAMNDARD DELHI il MY 2825

IndiGoto
start direct
flights to
L.ondon, 9
other cities

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
MNews Dethi 30 May

IndiGo will start direct flights to a total of 10
International destinations, including London
and Athens, in the current financial vear, its
Chief Executive Officer Pleter Elbers sald on
Friday. Other destinations include Amsterdam
(the Netherlands), Manchester (the UK,
Copenhagen (Denmark) Siem Reap {(Cambao-
diajand four places in Central Asia.

There B an enormous opportunity n
Indian aviation where rising demand is sup-
poried by infrastructure expansion, Elbers sabd
at a briefing in the national capital.

IndiGo will start operating direct flighis
from Mumbai to Manchester and Amsterdam
with the leased Boeing 787-9 alrcraft in July,
and the services to the UK city will also mark
the airline’s long haul debut.

With the airline expanding international
operations, Elbers said there is also an enor-
mous apponunity to build India as a grear
place for connecting flights as he highlighted
about the country's potential to become an
international hub.

Currently, Indian carriers account for 45 per

cent of India’s intermational traffic while the
remalning 55 per cent ks served by overseas air-
lines, Elbers sald. He also said the airline has
the highest number of female pllots at around
15 percent of the total pilot strength.

Firm inks initial pact with BIAL

IndiGo on Friday said it had Inked an initial
pact with Bangalore International Alrport Lid
(BIAL) 1o sef up a2 maintenance, repair and
overhau] (MRO) facility at the Bangalore Inier-
national Airport.

Under the agreement, BIAL will allocate
about 31 acres to IndiGo for development of
MRO infrastructure to support the airline’s
expanding fleet, it said in astatement.

The facility will be equipped to handle both
narmow-body and wide-body alrerafi, further
strengthening IndiGo’s maintenance capabil-
itles and operational presence at the Bengalurs
Airport. "Developing broad IndiGo MEO capa-
bilities marks a significant and very strategic
step for IndiGo. Partnering with BIAL under-
lines our shared commitment to drive long-
term growth of the aviation ecosystem In
Bengaluny,” IndiGo CEQ Pieter Elberssaid.

"We have had a very successful, long-term
relationship with IndiGo and this collabora-
tion further strengthens our assoclation with
the airline. This is a strong validation of the
erowth potential of BIAL and the city as a pre-
mier aviation hub” BIAL MD and CEQ Hari
Mararsaid.

The initial pact also outlines broader collab-
otation inareas, including network expansion,
infrasrrucire development, and joint market-
ing initiatives.
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IndiGo Plans Overseas Push as
it Readies to Fly New Aircraft

To launch flights to
London,Copenhagen,
Athens amid adding
new routes in India

Our Bureau

New Delhi: IndiGo plans to mo-
unt more long-hoaul Nights, nd
ding London, Copenhagen, At-
hens, and Siem Reap, as Indin's
largest airdine by markst share
contines |ts overseas expansion
plans. The budget aidine—witha
more than 80% share of the do-
mestic market—will b inducting
the long-range narrow-body Alr-
bus AXN XLR aircraft and the
AdS0 widebody aircrafi—of the
Adrbus family in 2026 and 2027, ro
!il,)l't‘”\'i'l‘-' to balster s overseas
flight ambitions

IndiGo will make its maidon fio-
ray into long-haul fiving with sor-
vices to Amsterdam and Man-
chester starting July—using Boo-

ing 787 alrerall leased from Euro-
pean carrier Norss Atlantic, So
fur, the carrler's network has be-
en limited todomestic routes, amd
up to six-hour infernational
Nighis. In the domestic sector, In
ditGo plans to add Hindon, Adam
pur; Navi Mumbai, and Noida, in
creasing local destinations to 95

this fiscal vear:
— The airline
IndiGeo will —iargeting o GO0
make its aircraft Nleot by
malden foray 200 Friday an
intolong-hawd  nounced plans o
Mying with set up a mainte-
services to nance, overhaul
Amsterdam and repair facili-

and tv in Bengalur
Manchester IndiCio has e
starting July ired 31 ncres for
the mellity that
will beable to handle both narrow
body and wide body aircraft.
“The Indinn aviation sector is
at an Inflection polnt. We are ex
cited to lead the next phase of
growth with a strategy that ba
lances agility, scale, and regula-
tory compliance,” said Pieter E1
bers, CEQ, IndiGo

Lease Pact with
Turkish Airlines
Gets an Extension

NEW DELHI: The Directorale Cene
ralaf Civil Aviation has approved
an extension of IndiCo's wet lease
agreement with Turlish Airlines for
Imonths, aliowing the Indian
carrier to continue operating 2
Boeing 777 aircraft on its Deihi and
Mumbai to lstanbal routes beyond
the May 31 dead-
line, The decrsion
comes amid geopo-
litical tensions with
Turk lye due to the
country s support for Pakistan
during its recant conflict with india.
The Indian government had earlier
revaked the security clearance for
Turkish ground handler Celebd
reflecting strained diplomatic
relations. indiGo had sought a
six-manthextension in line with a
new policy. — Our Bureau
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AIRLINE EXPECTS 600 AIRCRAFT FLEET

IndiGo spreads
wings with 10
new int'l routes

JET SET GO
NG,

m Airline's new overseas routes:
London, Amsterdam, Manchester,
Copenhagen, Athens, Siem Reap,
and four in Central Asia

= New domestic ® Global network
cities: Hindon,  growsto5(;
Adampur, Navi  domestic to 95
Mumbai, Noida = destinations

m Airlines signs MoU with BlAL for a
new MRO facility in Bengaluru

PIETER ELBERS,
CED,; INDIGD

dding 14 new desti-
nations, growing
partnerships with air-
lines and airports

will not only
be beneficial
to our cus-
tomers but
will alsogive
wings to the
nation

MNITIN KUMAR
New Delhi, May 30

INDIGO, INDIA'S LARGEST airline
bymarket share and fleet size, plans
tolaunchflightsto 10 newinterna-
tional and fournew domestic desti-
nations in FY26 as part of its net-
work expansion. The international
additions will include Manchester,
Amsterdam, London, Copenhagen,
Siem Reap, Athens, and four desti-
nations in Central Asia. On the
domestic front, the airline will add
IIindun,Adampm,Navi Mumbai,
and Noida toits route network

With the addition of 10 new
international destinations,
IndiGo's total overseas network
will expand to 50 destinations in
FY26.The numberof domesticdes-
tinationswill alsorise to 95, Pieter
Elbers, CED, IndiGo, said in New
Delhi on Friday.

“Adding 14 new destinations,
growing partnershipswithairlines
and airports will not only be
greatlybeneficial to ourcustomers
but also at the very heart of our
purpose of giving wings to the
nation,”Elbers said.

To grow its business, the airline
has also signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with Banga-
lore International Airport (BIAL) to
establish a new Maintenance,
Repair,and Overhaul (MRO) facility
at Kempegowda International Air-
port (BLR). The agreement includes
31acres of land to support IndiGo's
expanding fleetand infrastructure
requirements.

The upcoming facility will be
equipped toservice both narrow-
body and wide-body aircraft,
enhancing IndiGo's maintenance
capabilities and strengthening its
operationalfootprint in Bengaluru.

IndiGo said that having a dedi-
cated MRO facility would provide a
significant advantage in terms of
aircraft availability, cost efficiency,
and faster turnaround times, bene-
fiting both the airline and its cus-
tomers. The facilitywill support the
airline's fleet of over 400 aircratt.
IndiGo currently operates one MRO
facilityeach in Delhi and Bengaluru.
With one new aircraft joining the
fleet every week throughout FY 26,
IndiGoanticipates surpassing atleet
sizeof 600 aircraft by 2030.

“IndiGo settingup its MEO at

INANCIAL EXPRESS °2t. 31 Vay 2025
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DGCA extends
wet leasewith
Turkish Airlines
THE DIRECTORATE GENERAL
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
extended IndiGo's wet lease
agreement with Turkish Air-
lines by three months. This
extension allows the Indian
carrier to continue operating
two Boeing 777 aircraft on its
Delhi-Istanbul and Mum-
bai-Istanbulroutesbeyond the
previous May 31 deadline.

IndiGo had requested a
six-month extension under
the new policy, which permits
airlines to wet lease aircraft
for an initial period of six
months, extendable by
another six months with reg-
ulator approval. The airline

leased these planes in Novem-
ber last year. FE BUREAU

BLR Airport strengthens our part-
nership and highlights Bengaluru’s
growing role as an aviation hub,”
said Hari Marar, MD & CEOof BIAL.
Commenting on operations
involving Turkish Airlines, Elbers
said IndiGo will comply with all
government regulations, amid
increased scrutiny over the airline
operatingwet-lease.

IATAAGM to begin on
June 1 in New Delhi

The International Air Transport
Association (IATA) will host its 81st
annual general meeting (AGM )and
World Air Transport Summit
(WATS)in New Delhifrom June 1 to
3,202 5. Thiswillmark thereturmn of
the IATA AGM to India after more
than four decades, having lastbeen
held in the countryin 1983. IndiGo
will be the host airlinefor the event.

The meeting is expected to
attract over 1,700 participants
from around the world, incl uding
airline CEOs, industry leaders, gov-
ernment officials,and members of
themedia. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is expected to deliver the
keynote address at the event.
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IndiGo to
drop Turkish
Airlines lease
pact by Aug. 31

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

IndiGo has given an under-
taking to the DGCA to ter
minate pact with Turkish
Airlines under which it us-
es the latter’s two Boeing
777 aircraft and crew for
flights to Istanbul from
Mew Delhi and Mumbai.
*To avoid passenger in-
convenience, IndiGo has
been granted one-time fi-
nal extension of 3 months
up to 31, 08, 2025 for the
damp  leased aircraft”
DiGCA said in a staterment.

IndiGo’s Elbers for
India as global hub
for connecting flights

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

With 65% of the world pop-
ulation within 5-6 hours of
flving distance from [ndia,
the country has the poten-
tial to be a global aviation
hub as well as expand its
outhound  travel market,
IndiGo CEQ Pieter Elbers
said on Friday.

“If your realise that G5%
of the world population
lives within five to six
hours of flying time from
India, it basically means
w hiave an opportunity

start building India not on-
Iv as a point- to- paint desti-
nation but also as a great
place to connect,” Mr. El-
bers told the media.

To bolster the case for
India, the IndiGo CEO said
while the world was still re-
covering from the impact
of COVID-9, India was ex-
pected to record 209 more
passengers this vear than
pre-COVID-19.

*“There is enormous op-
portunity a5 an interna-
toenal outbound tourism
market. There is unstoppa-
hie growth,” he said.



AIRPORTSAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE INDIAN EXPEESS

DELHI

31 MAY 2025

IndiGo gears up for flights
to 10 overseas destinations

New Delhi: As pam of its strategy of
miemationaisarion, inda s brpes
aii e IndiGo will be Lasndibng
Mghts o a it ol 10newovwereas
destinations in financial year
2025-26{ P 26) growing Esinter-
national networkbya fourth o517
destinations from the curent 41,
IndiCeo, whidh had already an-
nounced flights o Manchester
and Amsterdam [ eardy July,
sail Friday that it imtends to
laumch services tw London,
Copenhagen Athens, Siem Beam,
and four Central Astan destina-
tions that will be announced & a
later date. IndiGoowill Alsorestan
services 1o Central Asia cities of
Almaty and Tashkent, bt instead

ofDelhy, they will be served from
Mumbak The camier had sus-
pended its Delli-Almaty and
Delhi-Tashkent services after
Pakistan closed ity airspace o
I ndian airlires and aircraft from
April 24 as diplomat ic relations
betwern the two countres dete-
rorated inthe wake of the termor-
ist attack in Pahalgam Theaidine
had sad that the cirouiios rouie
around Pakistan to reach these
cities from Dl was beyond the
range of its narrow-body aincraft,
The carrier has not vt decded
which Indlian aty orcities will the
new overseas destinations will be
onnededwith, Iind GoCEOPewer
Elbers told reporters ENS
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‘Last & final’ extension to IndiGo for
damp-leased Turkish Airlines planes

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHL MAY 30

AMID THE backlash against
Tuirkey in India, the govemiment
has rejected IndiGo’s regquest (o
extend its damp bease of Dwo
wide-body jets from Turkish
Adrlines fior six months, buthasal-
lowed athree-month “one- time
last and final extenson” to avoid
immediate disruption in opera-
tions on the airlines Delhi
Istanbud and Mumbai-1stanbil
routes. The three-month exten-
sion, which came just a day be-
fore the current lease period was
set i expire, hasbeen gmnted fol-
Iowingan undertaking by IndiGo
stating that it will termmate its
damp bease pact with Turkey's
Mg carriec

“IndiGoiscumently operating
e BTT7-300ER (Bossing 777 air-

DGCA allowws three-
month extension to
avoid immediate
disruption in operations
onthe airline's Delhi-
Istanbul and Mumbai-
Istanbul route

craft under damp lease from
Turkish Alrlines, which was per-
mitted wp o 31052025, IndiGo
requested for a further exirnsion
of the same for another six
months, which was not agreed 1o,
Hioweever, in order to avoid pas-
serger incorvenienoedue toim-
riediane Mgkt dheription, IndGo
has been granted a one-time last
and final extension of three
months up o 31.08 2025 for these
dampleased arcralk. basad on the

undemaking fromthe arine that,
they will eminate the damp
leasewith Turkish Airkneswithin
this extension period, and shall
not seek any furtherextension for
thesenperations.” a senior official
at ndia’s aviation regulator
Directorate General of Ciwvil
Avianon| DGOA) said Frickyy,
There have bee ncalls [rom
sormie guartersin Indiafor IndiGo
to end its relationship with
Turkish Aidines, including its
codeshare and arrangement for
damp-ased arcralt withwhich
IndiGo operates its fights io
Istanbulfirom Dedhiand Mumbai
These planes are high-density
Boeing 777 arcraf twithover 500
seats apiece, allowing IndiGo to
carry Sgnificantly more pasen-
gersthatwhatits regular namo -
body airorafl can camy.
FULLREPORTON
wwwaci el nexpress.oom
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IndiGo gets extension to operate Turkish

planes but asked to end pact in 3 months

MPOST BUREAU

MUMBAL: The Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
allowed IndiGo a final three-month
extetision on #s damp lease of two
Boeing 777 aircraft from Turk-
tsh Adrlines, pushing the deadline
te August 31, 2025. The decision
abms 1o aveld immediate disrup-
tion of Might services but comes
with a firm directive that no fur-
ther extensions will be considered.

This comes as India-Turkiye
relations face strain following Tur-
kiye's recent stalements support-
ing Pakistan and criticizing Indias
cross-border strikes on lerror
camps earlier in May. In a separate

CLOSER LOOK

" IndiGo must end lease
of Boeing 7775 by
August 31, 2025

u Mo further extension
will be ollowed, DGCA
confirms

» IndiGo hod requested a
six-month extension, which
was denied

L'-H-F_H.l L T BT Y

» Extension aims to avoid im-
mediate flight disruptions

but related move, the Bureau of
Civil Aviation Security (BCAS) on
May 15 revoked the security clear-
ance of Turkish ground handling

firm Celebi Atrport Services India
Pyt Led, citing concerns linked to
“national security”

The leased Boeing 777-300ER

aircralt have been operating under
a damp lease armangement, serving
IndiGos non-stop routes belween
Delhi, Mumbai, and Istanbul
The original lease was valid until
May 31, 2025, and IndiGo had
requested a six-month extension,
However, the regulator declined
1o approve the full term sought.
“In order 1o avold passenger
inconvenience due to immedi-
ate ight disruption, IndiGo has
been granted a one-time last and
final extension of three months
up o 31082025 for these damp
leased abreraft,” the DGCA said in
an official statement. The regulator
added that the extension was con-
tingent upon the Continwed on P8

IndiGo gets

airfmes assumance to iermi
maie the lease within the approved
perind

“Indi{zo requested for a farther
extension of the same for another
xix memtha, which was nol agresd
e, the DGCA clanfied

Speaking earlier i the day,
InadiCio CEQ Pieter Elhers said
the airline remains alipgned with
regubinry fameworks. “Tights
hetween lnda and Turkive are gov
erned within the biateral air ser
wioe agreement. We are compliont
today and we will oontinoe 1o com
ply with amy government reguls
tions on those lines” Elbers tnld
P11 Videos

Thee |ssme: of leasing ainorath
from Tiarkash: Aidmes has gained
wigler aftention following rexing
diplamaric serwittvites. Some travel
arhisories circalsting ondine bave
even wrged Indian citimens to amid
travel 1o Turkive

Civil Aviation Minister K Ram
muhan Naidy sddressed the matter
|ast week, statimyg thed the minis
try wan in consultations with bath
InahiG and relevant securiey agen
cies. "We are [alcing Empats from
the airlinge and security bodies amd
will muke & decmion accondinghyy”
bie nobed.

While damp lezses, which
mclude crew services from the
lessor, &e mol ancommon in the
aviatem secior, the curmen arrange
merd has come under sorutemy dise
to geopoliical oo The DGCAs
Latest manve appean io sirike 3 bal
ance between operational mon
timmity anid beosder national
comideraisnns

Wil this extension, IndiGo ks
expecied bo realign s lomg -haul
intermatiomnal operatioms without
relyimg on Turkish cirriers beyond
Augost. The ardine has not com
menired tarther om what alierma

tbve ar might rephice
the Imﬁﬁmcr the current
agresment enda WITH MY §FITL
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IndiGo to launch flights on 10 overseas routes

ARSHAD KHAN & rew Dethi

[NDIGO 15 aggressively ex
panding its global footprint,
with plans to launch direct
fights to 10 new International
destinations, inchuding London
and Athens, this financial year
It airns to increase its interna-
tional petwork from 40 Lo 50
destinat jons in FY26.

The airline will add four
more Central Aslan destina
tons, It will re-sctvate service
to Almaty and Tashkent with
new non-stop services from
Mumbal. Thills] will see addi-
tional capacity with non-stop
connactivity from Mum bad.

Direct Mights o Siem Reap
will be IndiGo's foray in the In-
dis-Cambodia market The air
line will add capacity to Den-
pasar Bali (Indonesia) amd Ho
Chi Mihn City and Hanoi in Vi
ptnam, Indiso has announced
the Bunch of long-haul ogsers-
tions, withnon-stopflights from
Mumbal to Manchester and
Amsterdam starting July 2025,
As the airling’s Neest of damp-

Bengaluru airport allocates 31 acres for IndiGo unit

NEW DELH: IndiGo, Indla’s largest airline, has signed a Memomndum of
Understanding [Mol) with Bangalore International Airport (BIAL) to
build a maintenance epair and overhaul (MRO) faclity at the
Kempegowda International Alrpart (KIA) This would be indiGo’s second
MRO faclity in Bengalunw, Under the Moll, BIAL will allocate 31 acres to
IndiGo for the development of MRO infrastructura to support the airline’s
fleet The facility will be equipped to handie bath namow-and wide-body
alrceaft to strengthen IndiGo’s maintenance capabities, ENS

leased Hoelng T87s grows later
this year, it plans to extend its
long-haul network to include
London and Copenhagen.

With the upmoming induction
of AIZIXLE aireraft. [ndiGo
will expand its Europsan meach,
introdueing direct Mlights to
destinations like Athens over

the course of the coming year

In the domestic market, it
plans to add four more stations
to 1ts network, incereas ing from
41 o S5destinations. IndiGo will
also lannch Nights 1o/from Ad
ampur Alrport in.Jalandhnron
July 1, 2025, and Hindon Airport
in Ghaziabad in due course

IndiGo 1= all set to become
the first aldine to start opera-
tions at the Navi Mumbai Inter-
national Ajrport and Nolda ln
ternational Airport in Jewar
“Both these airports will wit-
mees Slgnilicant invesiments of
capacity from IndiGao as it con-
timues to strengthen the value
proposition for the two large
calchments that they repre-
sent,” said the airline

With one new aireraft pining
the Meet every week throwghout
Fvaa, IndiGo anticipates sur-
passing a foet size of 600 alr
craft by 2030. The aldine has
also signed an agreement with
Norse Atlantic Airways for the
damp lease of six Boelng 7878
Dreamliner aircraf, daliveries
of which will be completed by
early 226, antlclpating the ar
rival of the A5 s in 2027, “"We
are focused on our holistic
growth to be able toofler afford
able, convenient, on-time travel
ENPEr R eE DO U CHSIOMmErs on
a growing domestic and Inter
national route network,” said
Indi Go CED Pieter Elbers,
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