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1. Aircraft on display on the second day of Wings India at Begumpet Airport 2. The Surya Kiran Aerobatic Team performs at Begumpet Airport on
the second day of Wings India 2026 on Thursday.

TG bags top aviation award,
Air India orders 30 aircraft

Bhatti and Naidu highlight India’s rise as a global aviation powerhouse

MRITTIKA BANERJEE | DC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 29

Aviation rests om trust
long before it rests on tech-
nology, Deputy Chief
Minister Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka said at Wings
India 2026, where Union
civil aviation minister
Rammohan Naidu and
industry leaders gathered
for the event's second day
of major fleet orders, man-
ufacturing agreements
and awards.

Tela_ngana received the

- By marn

awarﬂ for besl state for
promotion of aviation eco-
system, while one of the
mosi consequential anno-
uncements came from Air
India, which placed an ad-
ditional order for 30 fuel-
efficient narrowbody air-
craft from Boeing which
took its total aircraft order
book to 600 aireraft.
“India is no longer just 11-
ving aircraft. We are desi-
gning, building and lead-

ing global aviation,”
Naidu said, placing the
day’s announcements

within a wider push to
move the country from a
large market to a global
aviation power.

Bhatti framed flight as a
public act of faith. "Ev-
erytime passenger boards
an aireraft, they trust
engineers they will never
meet, regulators they do
not know..and systems
that must function perfect-
" he said, adding that
India was no longer con-
fined to one end ol the avi-
ation value chain. “We are
becoming designers, man-
ufacturers, maintainers,
and innovators.”

Those claims were ba-
cked by a string of anno-
uncements. Air India also
signed a multi-year agree-
ment with Boeing Global
Services for its Comp-
onent  Services  Progr-
amme covering its Boeing
787 Neet, including air-
craft on order. The airline
separately reached an
agreement with Airbus to
convert 15 A32lneo air-
craft into the A321XLR
variant, a move expected
to support new non-stop

international routes.

Manufacturing and
maintenance featured
prominently in  other

deals. Hindustan Acrona-
utics Limited entered into
a coniract with Pawan
Hans Limited for the sup-
ply of 10 Dhruv Next
Generation helicopters,
strengthening the civil
helicopter segment.

The Airports Aunthority
of India signed an agree-
ment with Airports Coun-
cil International for the
Airports Management Pr-
ofessional Accreditation
Programme, under which
more than 115 aviation
professionals will  be
trained over five years.
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Civil Aviation Mlmster Ram Mohan Naidu Kinjarapu,
Deputy Chief Minister Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka,
Mlnlster Ponguletl Srinivasa Reddy and athers at the

awards IJJ‘EEhtatIUH ceremony on the secund :lay m‘
Wings India 2026 on Thursday.
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Drone sector enters
demanding phase

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN, 29

India’s expansion of
drone use is entering a
more demanding phase,
where scale must be
matched by clarity on reg-
ulation, security and civil
ian purpose, speakers said
al a Wings India event
here on Thursday “We
want to move towards
Atmanirbharta, prolifer-
ate mission-critical appli-
cations and then at the top
of the pyramid is regula-
tory excellence,” said
Piyush Srivastava, senior
economic adviser at the
ministry of civil aviation.
He was speaking at a
roundtable on drones,
‘From Proliferation to

Purpose-Building a Self-
Reliant,  Secure  and
Glohally Competitive
Drone Ecosyvstem’ Moder-
ated by Ezhilan Namaran,
product and strategic
partnership head at
ideaForge, the discussion
circled around growth
numbers to examine how
drones are governed,
financed and deployed
ACross sectors.
Manufacturing incen-
tives, Srinvastava added,
had delivered results dis-
proportionate  to  their
size, “punched above its
weight,” multiplied inve-
stment and employment,
and helped India emerge
as a drone exporter
Regulation has followed a
similar change,

vlsﬂors Icuk at displays durmg the alr shuw.
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Panel call for faster
aviation training

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 29

A warning that India’s avi-
ation growth will outstrip

its training capacity
unless skilling, regulation
and finance change

formed the core of the dis-
cussion at the roundtahble
on flying training and
skilling in aviation at
Wings India 2026, where
industry leaders and regu-
lators spoke about the sys-
tems thatl decide who gets
trained, how quickly and
at what cost.

Chaired by Prof Bhrigu
Nath Singh, Vice
Chancellor of  Rajiv
Gandhi National Aviation
University, and moderated
by Alr Cmde Vipul Singh
(retd. ), Director of IGRUA,
the discussion revolved
around training squarely
within questions of safety,
access and preparedness.

“If we do what we're
doing today, it's not going
to work,” said Andrew
Harrison, CEQO, compli-
ance and strategic initia-
tives at GMR Airports,
pointing to nearly 1,900
aireraft on order for
Indian airlines over the
coming years. Airports, he
said, often edge out fiving
schools as traffic rises,
even though the same sys-

tem later struggles to sup-
ply pilots.

“If we don't have Nying
training schools, nobody
will be fiving in a commer-
cial aircraft anvwhere™
he said, pressing for regu-
latory flexibility and room
within operational air-
ports where trainees can
learn under real condi-
tions.

Christine Bohl, director,
commercial training mar-
ket at Boeing Global
Services, said (raining too
often sits as a compliance
exercise rather than a
safety control. “It all needs
to come back to safety”
she said, arguing that
training outcomes must be
tied more closely to safety
data so corrective action
happens before incidents.
Bohl also flagged the nar.
rowness of the current
pipeline. Many voung peo-
ple, particularly in remote
regions, do not see avia-
tion as attainable, “Most of
them have never seen an
airplane, They don't
believe it's a path that they
can take,” she said

Questions of cost and
capacity soon converged.
Joel M. Davidson, CEO of
AeroGuard Flight
Training Centre, said fly-
ing schools largely survive
on promoter capital,

India fleet to triple in decade, says Airbus

B. KRISHNA MOHAN | DC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 29

India’s fleet of the 100-
seater commercial aircraft
will triple to 2,250 over the
next decade, as the coun-
try becomes the third-
largest civil aviation mar-
ket in the world by 2035,
gaid aireraft maker
Airbus in its market out-
look on Thursday,
Presenting the outlook at
the Wings India 2026,
Jurgen Westermeier, pres-
ident and managing direc-
tor, Alrbus India and

Drone show at Begumpet Airport.

South Asia, said the first
India-made and assembled

- DC

Airbns C-205, a twin-
engine medium military

transport aircraft, will be
delivered in the third
quarter of 20286.

Airbus is establishing
final assembly lines for
the Airbus H125 helicop-
ters, which will be target-
ed for delivery next year
Currently, Airbus sourc-
ing in India stands at 8§1.5
hillion, where more than
half of it is complex parts
up to doors, and is also
looking into raw material
composites to  further
strengthen the sourcing in
the country, Westermeier
said in the presentation.
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GMR AERO WINS
ACCOLADES AT
WINGS INDIA

FC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 30

GMR Aero, the aviation
business arm of the GMR
Group, won accolades at
the aviation industry
event Wings India 2026 for
its Delhi International
Airport (DIAL) and GMR
Aero Technic, its
Hyderabad-based aircraft
maintenance subsidiary
The awards were present-
ed by civil aviation minis-
ter K Rammohan Naidu
on Thursday.

DIAL got the ‘best air-
port of the year' ., award
for excellence across pas-
senger experience, opera-
tional efficiency, infra-
structure development,
and tech-led innovation,

“We remain committed
to operational excellence,
sustainability and build-
ing future-ready aviation
infrastructure aligned
with India’'s rapidly expa-
ndmﬁ aviation,” said

aju, business chair-
man, GMR Aero.
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Delhi bags best
airport of the
year award at
Wings India 26

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
i Hyderabad

INDIRA Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport, operated by
Delhi International Airport
Limited, has bagged the
‘Best Alrport of the Year'
award instituted by Wings
India 2026,

The award was presented
to the airport representa-
tivesz on Thursday evening
by Civil Aviation Minister
Ram Mohan Naidu during
Wings India 2096 at Begum-
pet Airport in Hyderabad.
The four-day Wings event
meet is organised by the
Ministry of Civil Aviation
and the Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry

InterGlobe Service Limit-
ed. the parent company of
Indigo Adrines, received the
Best Aviation Service Pro-
vider award. Kempegowda
International Airport in
Bengaluru has received the
award in the category of
Best Airport above 25 mil-
lion passengers per annum.

The other airports which
bagped awards were Pune
(10-25 mn passengers per
year) and Lucknow Alrport
(5-10 mn psgrs per yvr), Port
Blair (less than 5 mn psgrs
per vear) and Holongi air-
port in Itanagar (under Udan
scheme).

Meanwhile, Air India Ex-
press was conferred the Best
Domestic Connectivity

Alrport.
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Pilot weekly rest
norms not diluted,
DGCA tells HC

The aviation reguiator mld the Delhi High
Court on Friday that e had not dilined nomms
o pilots” weeldy rest and that no alrline las
eengranted any exemption fromthe reguine-
ment Appearing for the Directorate General of
Civil Aviston{DGCA),  Advocats  Anjans
Gosain wold a Dvision Bench of Chisf Justice
Dievendrn Kurnar Upadbyays snd Tustice Tejas
Kara that weskly rest for pllots ermains man-
ikatory and contimues o be enforeed “Weekdy
rest is non-negotiable, and It cannot be am-
pered wizh. Mo relsarion has been ghven toamy
of the alrlines We have nol withd rwn it This
stafemnent can be there that weelkdy rest
remualns by opertlon,” shesald. & resauTeR

Air India working
onrevised plan
for profitability

Alr India i workdng on a revised plan for
nchibeving profiability, which is Hkely to'beat
least three to four years away, a8 the Taty
group-owned alddine grapples with multiple
headwinds, sccording meoures. Thesources
alsosakd that the airline s likely 1o record mone
than T15000crore joss inthe current financial
vear. The Pakistan airspace closyre and faral
Dreamliner crash last June, among other
developments, have significantly Impacted
e finsnctats of loss-making Alr India, which
is In the middle of the ambitiows five-year
transformarken plan Vihaan. Al Under this
scheme, months after Alr Ind s was privatised,
he alrling was expected o be In the green
within a five-year period. 1
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AeriAL | VOBILITY Rising incomes, lower costs to widen access to air taxis

Skyportz sees India as major air taxi hub

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JAN. 29

Australia-based vertipad
developer Skyportz has
projected India as one of
the world's largest future
air taxi markets, with an
estimated 200 to 250 mil-
lion passenger trips a year
by 2045. Delhi alone is
expected to account for
around 40 million trips.
“The India story is com-
pelling because the need is
clear Congestion is per-
sistent, travel times are
long, and people value reli-
able time savings,” said
Clem Newton-Brown,
chief executive officer of

Air show pilots pose for a picture at the Wings India

2026 on Thursday.

Skyportz, after releasing a
market study released at

- DC

the Wings India 2026 on
Thursday.

The Advanced  Air
Mobility vertipad market
study places Delhi as a
high-potential launch city
and it cited long commute
distances, slow peak-hour
travel speeds and heavy
dependence on road trans-
port. The report projects
annual passenger rev-
enues of about $400 milli-
on in Delhi by 2045, with
an indicative extrapolati-
on of $2.5 hillion across In-
dia over the same period.

Skyportz's modelling
estimates demand for
about 10,000 to 15,000 verti-
pads across the country by
2045, anchored by a
requirement of around

2,200 pads in Delhi. The
study notes that rising
household wealth and
comparatively lower oper-
ating costs could widen
aceess to air taxi services
over time, while support-
ing dense urban com-
muter networks alongside
intereity and regional
routes.

As air taxi costs fall, the
report says services with-
in cities and between near-
by cities become more
competitive which will
lead to demand for facili-
ties spread across metro-
politan areas rather than
concentrated at a few loca-
tions.
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Weekly Rest for Pilots Must,
No Airline Given Exemption:
DGCA to HC amid FDTL Dispute

Regulator says IndiGo only given limited,
temporary relaxation on night flying rules

New Delhi: The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
on Friday told the Delhi High Court that the flight duty time 1i-
mitation{ FUTL)ruleson weekly restofl pilotsare non-negotiab
le and that no relaxation has been given toany domestic airine

DGC A counsel Anjana Gosain told a division bench of Chief
Justiee Devendra Kumar Upadhyaya and Justice Tejas Kariasa-
id that the weekly rest provision continues tobe in full foreeand
la not been withdrawm or diluted Inany mannes

“Weekly rest is non-negotiable,” Gosain said. “It cannot be
tamperad with. No relaxation has been given to any airdine in
this regard

She however Informied the court that a temporary relaxation
was given only to InterGlobe Aviation, the operator of IndiGo
aldine, on redefined night howrs for pi-
lots, increased night landings, and more
Rexible consecutive night duties to stabi-
lise operations.

The reliel was extended after an opera
tional meltdown at IndiGe, India's largest
airiine, last December, the regulator said.

‘The beneh then sought responses from
InterGlobe Aviation, DGCA, and others
on a petition challenging the regulator's
keeping the FTDL rules in abevanes till
February 10,

However; the court refused to include other airines such as
Adr India, Spiceet, and Akasa Air as parties to the case, a5 so-
ught by InterGlobe Aviation.

Sabari Roy Lenka, a former airerafl engineer, hid moved the
high eourt claiming that the regulator didn't have the authority
to keepthe rules in abeyance and, therefore, they must come in-
to foree immediately The rules were meant to improve “fatipue
management” of pilots, sald Lenka.

She nlso sought directions to restrain aidines from ealling
themselves low-cost as there was nestatutory definition, classi
fication, or legal recognition of a*Low-Cost Airline” under the
Adreraft Act, 1534, the Adreraft Rules, 1937 or any Civil Aviation
Requirement (CAR). Last vear, DGCA introduced the FDTL ru
lesto improve safiety by limiting the duty hoursof pilots. increa
sing rest periods, and reducing night landings.
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® ARIK DE, CHIEF REVENUE & COMMERCIAL OFFICER, ETIHAD AIRWAYS

Capacity constraints, not demand, capping India growth’
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Etihad carried 22,4 million
passengers globally in 2025,
up 210 year-on-year. What

role did India play in this
growth?

1n 302 5, we carrbsd around

#.8-4 million passengers to

and from [ndia, making it

one of our top five mar

kets globally. Growth

from Indiais unning

at 10-15% annually,

bt that Ernwlh [

larpely capadiy-led

Demand is far stronger

than what curment s.eat entitle-

menits al low s o seree,

Hew do you see India®s posk-
tion in Etihad's global net
work evolving?

India is firmly within our
top fiee markets, by both pas-
sengervohumeand vield, There
is a difference, however,
between paten tial and seality,
India's macro fundamentals
areextemely strong, with eo

nomic Erm'rm north of A%, |
Capacity Consirunits wers
sased, India could move
higher. For now, as other mar
kets grow faster due o mone
liberal bilaterals, Indiais likely

) rerd with our Eh bal aveTape
of about B8%, which under
limes both demand strength
and pricing disdpline

How does yield from India

toremaln ko the top fve compare with other oui-
bound markets?
15 Indiaa profitable a nd mar- India ks among our top five
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hn-all:hy rrl.'lrp:rn.,:nd thatma seniger segments we
preroquisite forsustainability, | carry = YER [visiting §
Load factors from Indla are | frlends and rela-
chose to or above $0F%, com- | tives), letsam, bus

LOAD FACTORS FROM INDIA ARE L)
CLOSE TO OR ABOVE 90%,

L

COMPARED WITH OUR GLOBAL dl

AVERAGE OFABOUT 88% J"‘.
o

s an prEmiEm traffic. Air
fares from India are currently
iote than 1550 higher year-
on-year, and mevenue growth i
continuing evenwithout addi-
tional capacity. While this is
persitive for alelines, it ralses
broader questions about long
term affordability and market
dmln‘pmrn t

Ea'pa.l:it}r b tween lodia and

Abu Dhabi is widely seen as

eomstrained. How limiting is
this today?

The bilateral has largely
mired ot Wit horrt addstional
seal allocations, passenger
growthisdiffioult. We can malkce
marginal adjustmemn s thmugh
partnerships including Arica-
bia Abu Dhabi, but meaningful
expansion  requires  policy
action. India is building workd -
clis airports and connectivity

demand srism ng‘raii.rﬂ:,r.".'qiur
Iy needsto reflect that reality

The Airhus A31 1LR has been
introdwced on the Abu
[Dhabi-Kollkata route. What
thowes that sayabout presnbum
demand from India?
TheAs21LRhas ifted rouite
revene by over 200 on this
roucte.lt lsa three-dassairoraft,
mchsding two first -class suites,
and prembum cbin load factors
are close to B0 This validates
our belief that Indian tevdles
value ahigh-quality, seamless
produce, even on narmow-body
alcralt. We are evaluating
Hydembad and Ben galuro for
potendalA 3 2 1LR deployment.

How important is India in

Etihad’s long-term strategy?
India is strategically criti

el Wenre investing nearly §4

hillion tn fleet renewal and
refurbishments, and over the
mexl 18-2d monthe, all India
routes will feature flat-bed
business class, regardless of
aircraft type. New-generation
alreraft are dEI:l'l.'elll:l.R 10-
15% cost savings, mainty
through lower fusl burn, sup-
porting ma fgins an A sustam-
abllity. At the same tme, pal-
Eyconstraints matier.

An Ondord Economics study
estimates that the India-UAE
bilaterml limits could cost India
21 5 million passengees, 55 hil-
finm tn revenue and §1.3 billion
In tax revendie over five years.
Com petition and conmectivity
uitimately benefit consumers
and the economy, India has 1.1
million Etthad Guest lovalty
clubmembers, growing at 25%
anmually, which undedines the
long-term opysor ety
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Indian pilots’ body raises
alarm over weakening of

MUIMEA
The Federution of Indian Pilots
{FIP) has expressed its deep
coneermn and disappotniment ot
reparts that the Union govern-
ment s consdering granting
further extensions or relax-
atfoms o the recemly imple-
mented  Flight Duty  Tinwe
Limitation (FDTL) regulations

“Thi b5 & sad moment for
Indinn  aviation safety,” FIS
president Capt €S Ranadhawa
stated, The committes led by Dr
Naslm Zaidl, former director-
general of civil mviation (DGCA)
andd ex-civll sviatlon secretiry
comprising of doctors and pro-
fessiommals, was formed in 2010
w formulste o sciendfically-
based report on FOTL. The
committee  submited an
exhaustive report in 2011 The
by findlings in the report wene:

B Fadgue is biological and
cannat be “manesed away® by
rostering or software;

B Midnight 1o G00am is the
highest risk period due © low
human aleriness,

B Pllats nead predicishie rest
andd weekly off days for proper
recovery and:

B Error rates rise sharply
alter crussiing oertain duty heoisr
limizs.

The DGEA did not base the
FOTL Civil Aviation Regulations
{CAR) on the panels report in
either 2014 or 2018 Then FIP in
2008 went i Delhi High Couort
w challenge the FOTL CAR
which was arbitrarily based
] not providing sdemuste rest
w the pilots. However, the
DGCA B Oa 30793 formukaed
FDTL CAR based on the Dir
Zaidi report. The FIP hailed this

decision. All these highlights
were given o two parkismen-
fary commitiees in December,
2035,

The revised FDTL norms
were nof arbitrary. They wene
the putrome of vears of datn,
scientific fadgue stwdies, mter-
i) best practios and pro-
konged  legal  proceedings
undertaken in the interest of
passenger safiety and crew well-
being. The prime aim of an
FOTL s © proside sdequate
rest to pilots so that they ane in
high stme of alertmes snd with-
out fatigue. which in twrn
enhanend passenger safe the
FIP noted. "I & very unforor
mute that least Enportanes
given m FUTL and relaxations
are granted 1o airdines o run
commerdal schedules of the
siriines.  The government
should never compromise

flight safety re

The prime aim of an
FDTL is to provide

ade rest to
pllots so that they
are in high state of
alertness and

without fatigue

All regulatary

bodies around the

weorld have Clvil Aviation
Regulations on Flight
Duty Time Limitation
with passenger and crew
safety as the prime
concern

gulations

Incidents and accidents

Fatigue impairs
|udgement, reaction
time, situational
awaraness, and decision-
making the very
competencies that
modern airline
operations raly upen

safety aof passengers by diluting
the miles” Capt Randhawa
noted.

These regulations wene noti-
Ded afier phving alrlines neardy
two vewrs of preparation time
so that the pilots strength could
be augmented. All airlines had
been resenting the mplemen-
tation of the new FDTL CAR
The FIP approached the Delhi
High Court where the matier
was pending and requested for
an order for the implements-
tian of the said CAR The high
ootint passed an order in March,
2035, The airlines again
approdched DGCA w0 imple-
ment 15 clmses of the CAR on
July L 2075, and nine cluses on

November I 3025 The FIP
objected but subsequently was
helpless in the maotter. It i a
muiter of concern that the g
ernment & formulating riokes
nngl citizens hove @ mane the
courts o pet them lmple-
mented

All airlines except Indign
recruiied pilots o cater for the
implementution of the new
CAR However. Indigo smopped
manpower recriitment which
resulied in o crisls from
December 2 to 15 sfter which
the poverniment swcumbed m
the pressure of the airfimes and
grufited refaxations. Indigo was
granied o total waiver of the
FDTL CAR dll February 16
AT

The fact is that pilots dre sur-
plis with every alrline @eept
Spice. Hence there is no ques-

thor of diluting the rules.

To now describe them as
‘imsustainable’ reflects not a
flaw i safery policy, but a Bilure
of planning, manpower fore-
casting. and operational dise-
pline.

The argiment that commer
cial pressure, fare caps geo-
palitical disruptions, ar cost
escalathon justfy rebootion of

Fatipue rules is " deeply troub-
ling.”

Safety regulstions are not
negotiable varables in o busi-
nesa model. If economic stress
becomees the basks for weaken-
ing human performance safe-
guards, It sets a dangerous
precedent for the entire avi-
ation systern.

It is also inportant 1o st
dearly when incidents ocour,
pliots sre tnveriably the first ©
be blamed. regerdiess of sys-
emie or organtsstional oon-
tribwtors. Any rolibusch of FIITL
protections exposes flicht crew
o increased health risks, oper-
atiogtal stress and post-incident
scapegoating. while transfer-
ring institsstional risk onto indi-
viduak

The fact that most nirfines
have largely adapted o the new
normns only reinforces the point
that compliance i possible
whenn there |5 intemt
Dperational inconvenience can-
oot be allowed ™ override
sciengific Erbrue munagement

The Federation of Indian
Pllots urpes the Government
it the revrulatoe to stand fiom
and do not grant any dispenss-
tiomsdilution o FOTL CAR
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Air India orders 30 more
fuel-eﬂic1ent 737 MAX aircraft

NEW DELHI
——

Alr India on Friday said it has
ordered 30 more fuel-efficient
737 MAX aireraft as it looks for
growth in both domestic and
regional markets. The airline
said it finalised an incremental
purchase of 20 737-8 jets this
manth, and an order for 10 737-
10 aircraft was previously
unidentified on Boeing's orders
and deliveries website. Both
purchases exercised existing
options as Air India expands its
route network to meet rising
travel demand, it said.

"This additional order for 30
Boeing 737 aircraft is part of

Ny e
our broader fleet strategy 1o
position Air India firmly for the
fumnire, as a world-class global
carrier that India deserves and
the world expects” said
Campbell Wilson, CEO and
Managing Director, Air India.
Since its privatisation in
January 2022, the Air India
group has added nearly 170 air-
craft to its fleet through a com-
bination of new deliveries, stra-
tegic leases, the merger of
erstwhile Vistara into Air India,
and the reactivation of long-

grounded aircraft, leading to
significant progress in capacity
expansion and fleet modern-
isation, the airline said.

Powered by CFM LEAP-IB
engines, the Boeing 737 delivers
exceptional fuel-efficiency, pas-
senger comfort, and oper-
ational religbility for robust
single-aisle aireraft operations,
it said. "Air India's order for
more 737 MAX jets underscores
the strong performance of their
existing 7378 fleet as they con-
tinue to expand connectivity
across India and the South Asia
region.” said Paul Righi, Boeing
Vice President of Commercial
Sales and Marketing, Eurasia,
India and South Asia.
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Airbus Beluga:
Giant's flight
into oblivion

he Airbus Beluga ST, one of avi-

I ation’s most distinctive aircraft,
has completed its final flight
after nearly 30 years of service. Built to
transport oversized aircraft compo-

nents, it became the backbone of
Airbus’s European supply chain and a
lasting symbol of engineering inge-
nuity. The Beluga ST leaves behind an
outsized legacy.
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Black box recovered from Learjet
crash site, AAIB begins investigation

Dheeraj Bengrut

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

PUNE: [nvestigators have recov-
ered the black box from the Lear-
jet 45 crash that killed Maha-
rashira deputy chief minister Ajit
Pawar and four others near Bara-
mati on Wednesday, a key devel-
opment expected to help recon-
struct the final moments of the
flight.

A team of three officers from
the Aircraft Accident Investiga-
tion Bureau headquarters in
Delhi and another team of three
officers from the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation's Mum-
bai regional office reached the
crash site on Wednesday even-
ing.

AAIB director general GVG

Yugandhar also visited the loca-
tion the same day to personally
oversee the investigation.

The flight data recorder and
cockpit voice recorder are
expected to provide vital clues
about the aircraft's speed, alti-
tude, control inputs and crew
communications in the seconds
before impact. Investigators have
also collected physical evidence
and samples from the crash site.

The probe has been initiated
under Rules 5and 1l of the AAIB
Rules, 2025. The civil aviation
ministry said it “remains fully
committed to completing the
investigation within a defined
timeframe, strictly in accordance
with established standard oper-
ating procedures and laid-down
guidelines.”

Aviation expert and Avialaz
Consultants chief executive San-
jay Lazar said preliminary infor-
mation suggests visibility played
arole in the incident.

“The aircraft had executed a
go-around during the first land-
ing attempt due to poor visibility.
On the second approach, the
pilot reportedly had the runway
in sight and was on final
approach, but there was no read-
back to air traffic control.
Moments later, a fireball was
seen,” Lazar said.

This could indicate the aircraft
struck terrain, he added. “Evewit-
nesses have said it veered
towards the shoulder area.”

Aviation experts are also
likely to examine operational
aspects of Baramati airport,

including runway length and
visibility-related challenges.
Lazar addressed concerns over
infrastructure at smaller air-
ports. “Not all airports in India
are equipped with instrument
landing systems. At the very
least, facilities like RNAV should
be available. Baramati airport
has a 1,770-metre runway and
houses two flying academies,
one of which has been operat-
ing for nearly three decades. |
would not term the airport
risky. In this case, the pilots
were well qualified,” he said.
The ministry said all emer-
gency response and investigative
protocols were activated imme-
diately after the accident, adding
that the inquiry will be thorough,
transparent and time-bound.
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{ REPLY BY CIVIL AVIATION MINISTRY }
‘Management gaps’ led to
IndiGo fiasco, govt tells LS

IndiGo cancelled over 5,000 flights in December,

Snehashish Roy
Eetters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHE Over-opltimisation
of operations, inadequate regu-
latory preparedness and short-
cotmings in management struc-
ture were among the primary
reasons behind the large num-
ber of flight cancellations by
IndiGo Airlines in December
2025, Civil aviation ministry
informed the Lok Sabha on
Thursday.

The ministry also noted that
adverse weather conditions
contributed significantly to can-
cellations across airlines during
the same period.

“The primary causes for the
disruption were over-optimisa-
tion of operations, inadequate
repulatory preparedness along
with deficiencics in system soft-
ware support and shortcomings
in management structure and
operational control on the part
af IndiGo.

Additionally, during Decem-
ber 2025, a considerable num-
ber af Rights were cancelled by
all airlines, due to adverse
weather related issues.” Union
minister of state for civil avia-
tion Murlidhar Mohol said ina
wrilten response o questions
by Congress MPs KC Venugopal
and Sudha R

IndiGe, India's largest airline,
cancelled over 5,000 Rights in
the first week of December, cit-
ing pilot shortages allegedly
arising from increased rest
requirements for cockpit crew
under the revised duty norms.

ANl

Aviation regulator on Janu-
ary 17 imposed a record 222 2
crore penalty on IndiGo and
issued warnings to six senior
executives, including the chief
operating officer, after its
inquiry found the airline’s
“overriding focus on maximis-
ing utilisation” of crew and air-
craft through aggressive cost-
cutting drove December’s oper-
atiomal meltdown that stranded
over 300,000 passengers.

The move, the minister said,
was aimied at ensuring compli-
ance with regulatory directives
and the implementation of long-
Lerm systemic corrective mens-

ures.

“DGCA issued caution and
WEITHIE L0 Senior management
of Mjs IndiGo for deficiencies in
oversight, planning and imple-
mentation of revised FOTL
norms, directed removal of the
concerned SVP from opera-
tional responsibilitics,” Mohol
said,

The ministry =aid a total of
6,890 flights operated by vari-
ous airlines were cancelled in
December 2025, impacting
956,864 passengers. IndiGo
accounted for the largest share
of cancellations, with 5,689
fights serapped during the
muonth.

The Air India Group can-
celled 924 flights, followed by
Spicelet with 79 cancellations,
IndiaOne Air with 71 Alliance
Adr with 63, Aknsa Air with 39,
Star Air with 17 and FlyS] with
eight cancelled flights, the min-
istry said.

CENTRE: REVISED
PILOT DUTY RULES
ALIGNED WITH
GLOBAL NORMS

Dheer Chawla

lettersi@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Centre on
Thursday informed the Lok
Sibha that it has put in place
detsiled monitoring and review
mechanisms to assess the
impact af the revised pilot duty-
time rules on girline operations,
even as it stepped up regulatory
oversight, data-driven salety
management and capacity-
building measures across the
civil aviation sector.

The response cams on & giies-
tion by Congress MP V. Viithi-
lingam, seeking information on
India's revised pilot-duty rules.

“The revised fight duty rules
were formulated after studying
and comparing Flight Duty Time
Limitations (FOTL) norms of
FAA [US], EASA [ELI], Transport
Canada and other nations,” min-
istry of cvil aviation said ina
writlen respomnse, adding that the
Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion {DGCA) had also taken into
account the International Civil
Aviation Organization's Stan-
dard and Recommended Prac-
tices as well as other global best
practices while framing the
NOTTmS,

Unider this systern. all sched-
uled operators are required to
submit detailed operational data
to the DGCA each week. The reg-
ulator is also conducting peri-
odic FDTL reviews and [atigue
risk management across all
scheduled operators, the minis-
try said.

HT reported on Tuesday that
four of the country's five
national airlines, which tosether
fly 95% of passengers, are nudg-
ing the government to relax the
new crew rest rules that came
into force on November 1 last
year, citing multiple officials,
who said the companics contend
the regulation is unsustainable
in the long run.




AIRPUR TS AUT HORIT‘Y OF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES

DELHI 321 JANUARY 2026

Flight to Delhi diverted after bomb threat

AHMEDABAD: An IndiGo flight operating from Kuwait to
Delhi was diverted to the Ahmedabad airport on Friday
morning after a bomb threat was reported on board,
officials at the airport said. Nothing suspicious was found

yet, they said. The aircraft landed safely at the Sardar

Vallabhbhai Patel International Airport in Ahmedabad
around 6.40am with 180 passengers on board, an airport
official said. According to the airport authorities, a
passenger found a handwritten note on a piece of paper
claiming the presence of a bomb inside the aircraft.
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HC notice to DGCA
on counting pilots’

leave as weekly rest

Shruti Kakkar

letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi high court
on Friday issued notice in a peti-
tion challenging the Director
General of Civil Aviation's
(DGCA) decision allowing air-
lines to count an earned 48
hours leave of a pilot as weekly
rest and not distinguishing
between leave and weekly rest,
while rostering them.

The DGCA on December 5
had withdrawn a rule that pre-
vented airlines from counting
pilot leave as weekly rest, to
meet the Flight Duty Time Limi-
tation (FDTL) norms imple-
mented from November 1 last
year, The December 5 decision
was taken citing operational dis-
ruptions faced by IndiGo and
representations from various
airlines seeking continuity and
stability of operations.

The rules formed part of the
revised FDTL framework,
strengthened after prolonged lit-
igation by pilots seeking stricter
limits on working hours in the
interest of passenger safety.

The new norms significantly
reduced pilot workload by
increasing weekly rest from 36
to 48 continuous hours, expand-
ing night duty from midnight-5
a.m. to midnight-6 a.m., limiting
consecutive night duties to two,
capping night landings at two
per week, and reducing monthly
flying time from 125 hours to 100
hours in 28 days.

A bench of chief justice DK

DGCA’'S COUNSEL
CLARIFIED THAT
THE REGULATOR
HAD NEVER
EXEMPTED
AIRLINES FROM
DENYING WEEKLY
RESTTO PILOTS

Upadhyaya and justice Tejas
Karia sought Centre, DGCA and
IndiGo's response in a petition
filed by one former aircraft engi-
neer, Sabari Roy.

In his petition argued by advo-
cates Shiv Prakash Pandey and
Sharmishta Chaudhary, Sabari
had asserted that the DGCA by
way of its December 5 decision
had suspended the weekly
norms, which endangered avia-
tion safety.

However DGCA's lawyer
Anjana Gosain on Friday clari-
fied that it had never exempted
the airlines from denying weekly
rest to the pilots. “Weekly rest for
the pilots was never withdrawn
from the FDTL and it has always
been in operation,” Gossain sub-
mitted. She added, “The concern
of DG is this, that weekly rest is
non-negotiable, it cannot be
tampered with and no such
relaxation has been given to any
of the airlines. Weekly rest is
absolutely necessary and man-
datory to all the pilots.”

The matter will now be heard
on April13.
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‘Uncontrolled’ Baramati airport lacks
basic navigation facilities, fire tender

Yogesh Naik rHE AlHPORr AT Carver Aviation to manage the ton. In my opinion it's not suitable

- ARAMATIE ] ATC,"said Pramesh Parikh, the for VIP operations,” Karve said.
letters@hindustantimes.com F:\B:\M;L” l .-%L_‘LS. Ih accountable manager of Corves Generally, a 30m runway is
MUMBAI: Tt may be thebastionof  UNCONTROLLED Auiaticn, inonph fo usiiiess anid excecsitive
oneof Indiasmostpowerful polit-  CATEGORY A Theairportdid nothaveitsown  aircraft and regional aircraft, such
ical families. T HFRF fire tender, said airport incharge  as turboprops.

But, the airport in Maharash- JLIHPOR IS, “ I:I ERE Shivaji Taware. Captain Naufil Karnalkar, who
tra's Baramati town, where a NO AIR TR—’J\}' F iC . “We had called one fire tender  learnt flying at Baramati and
Learjet45 carrying Maharashira  CONTROL SERVICE from Baramati Municipal Council ~ worked as a flying instructor for
deputy chief minister Ajit Pawar IS PROVIDED as stand by for the VIP landing.  five years before joining Qatar Air-
and four others crashed on i When we realised that the plane  ways, said, “The visibility was poor
Wednesday morning, lacked had crashed, we called for more  on Wednesday morning and there
basic navigation aids and a fire  pilots. “Theairportalsolacksnavi-  fire tenders from the Baramati  arenonavigational aids at the run-

tender, and had an air traffic
control run by pilot cadets from
two local flying schools.

Indian airports are catego-
rised under four buckets. Cate-
gory A airports are uncontrolled,
where no air traffic control ser-
vice is provided; Baramati falls
under this category. Category B
airports are partially controlled,
with limited ATC or AFIS servi-
ces, such as Chhatrapati Samb-
haji Nagar and Jalgaon. Category
Cairports are controlled airports
operating with procedural ATC,
where aircraft are separated
using procedures rather than
radar, such as Pune. Category D
airports are fully controlled air-
ports with radar-based ATC,
including major hubs like Mum-
bai and Delhi.

“There are about 150 uncon-
trolled airports in India. They have
a basic nmway and no ATC tower
or ATC frequency,” said Mihir
Bhagvati, aviation expert and a
DGCA-approved examiner for

gational aids like VOR [a ground-
based radio navigation beacon
that allows an aircraft with a
receiver to determine their posi-
tion and navigate it] or PAPI [Preci-
sion Approach Path Indicator]
which tells whether the aircraft is
high or low on approach,” said
Sanjay Karve, who retired in 2025
as Maharashtra aviation director.

Karve also confirmed that the
airport did not have an independ-
ent metrological facility and relied
on data from Pune airport. On
Wednesday morning, the area was
covered in dense fog with a visibil-
ity of 3,000 metres, people man-
ning the ATC said on anonymity.

The air traffic control at Bara-
mati is jointly managed by pilot
cadets from Baramati's two pri-
vate aviation academies, Redbird
Aviation and Carver Aviation, who
man the facility on alternate days.

On Wednesday, on account of a
VIP landing, the ATC was being
manned bya flight instructor from
Carver Aviation. “Ttwas the turn of

Municipal Council and the Maha-
rashtra Industrial Development
Corporation and arrived soon
after,” he added. An ambulance
was kept on standby.

The airport, constructed by the
Maharashtra Industrial Develop-
ment Corporation and inaugu-
rated in 1956, mainly serviced the
two flying schools and small pri-
vate planes.

“There are only four to five air
traffic movements weekly from
other airports to Baramati. Carver
Myiation and Redbird Flight Train-
ing Academy, which have nine
and 16 aircraft respectively, oper-
ate from morning till late evening
{using chargeable lights on run-
way) for training purposes,” said
Taware.

“The runway at Baramati is
small. Unlike big city airports
where the runway width is
between 75 to 80 metres, Baramat
runway's width is 30 metres. This
runway also has a shallow hump
which can alter a pilot's percep-

way which need to be installed.
The ATC too can be better man-
aged. The Maharashtra Airport
Development Company (MADC)
has not done anything about
smoothening the runway surface
either.”

Until August 2025, the airport
was managed by the Anil Ambani-
owned Reliance Airport Develop-
ers. Taware said, “We had taken
over the airport on August 19 as
there were several lacunae in its
management. In the last few
months, Ajit Pawar as the guard-
ian minister of Pune district, had
himself taken many meetings to
upgrade this airport. He had asked
for basic facilities like PAPI (Preci-
sion Approach Path Indicator—a
system of lights that provide visual
guidance to the runway) and night
landing and a regular ATC.”

A spokesperson of the Anil
Ambani-led group said that the
five airports in Maharashtra were
handed back to the state govern-
ment.
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Top airlines plan
30% more planes

IndiGo, Air India, Akasa to add
240 aircralt in next two years

HYDERARAD

Adr Inelin anad Abass Adrmay

Logeetherr e 240 niiomifi in
thie next twoveans, expanding
thir feid skee by a combined
S0% Currently, they have a
combined strergih of S04, 4
number which may swell 1o
LARES by e e of 20027

At present, Indito bis -0
pliriess, Adr Eroclion 207, Algasa 42
andd Spice et phout 35

Inickian airlines are epecied
{0 get an werge of 10 airoraft
everymonth over the net few
viars, with 80% delivered by
Adrbusanid Hovings, topexecn
tives of the two companmies
sabd. These planes will help
Indian airlines expand their
leets, after months of delmy
amid slow dbown in route expen
sion plans, both at domestic
il internutional evels.

I nidia's top sirdines IndiGo,

Airfinesto get anaverage of 10
aircraft every month it

“ Il s o Fastest -prosaimg
mirkel, even faster thein
Chirew In Europe, if is now a
replicement market. So, lndia
iswhere the growt b is. And we
projeet deliverios of twoair
eraft a week on an sverage for
the next 10 vears,” Hirgen
Westermeder, president and

TURN TO PAGE 1S

managing direcior-India &
South Asia Aldsus sald oo
Thursday a1 Wings Imlia
WM, Asay's lorpest elvil avia
e event, habd in Hyderlal,
Adrbins has g delivery hack-
lowg ol 1250 sireralt aver &
- yesar peerdod dn Lo Led by
IndiCeor moed Adr lodia, The
LndliCio order |s naarly B,
wiullee tht ol Adr Il Girowgiis
aroumd A5, Lo 20025, Alrbus
dilivered 35 airerufit In Ddia,
all ol which wend 1o lndito,
Neady T of s ghobal deliver-
les wre to Lo,
“Weoxpert peak dellvierss
(o b b 1500 @ year,” Wester-
it sadil. Whedy aiowsd 20032
Besirdpng, v the oot her hanad,
sabid 0t s trgeting 25 Indis
deliverios n 20626, after an
eaplinsbin ot i US Deelitles.
"l an EverEge, Yol can
expect over the nex couple
yeurs, rosiaghly two aircrafl o
msn e A ln o moaehs,
101 b amine, s monihs
10710 B Do, il sy mmpnthis
e 1 b vk ile-bomly ndrerafi
It hiere ns wasll,” Salil G,
preshdent, Boeting Dl ool
Sonaih Asia vobd Wik
‘I Hmostly tee murrow-bod-
lies. Every fow mianths, youll
e o widie-body in there as
wiell." hae sl sodiding thear this

Alrbs had & deliveiy backlog
al 1,250 aircraft over & 10-year

period in |ndia ]l e
15 ot o fxed monthly target

The Adr India Groug—
which Inchudes full-sérvice
carvier Ay India, amd no-frills
alrline Alr Lndia Express— mud
Alonsa Adr are Bosdng's lingesi
Touryers b bilin.

The Alr India Group has
placed ordiers for 4 Bosetng
Jets (hath narrow anmd wide
wcy alrerafil. The group ook
delivery of o Dreamliner
(wlddibenily) and Alr Indis
Expiresss ool clelivery of a nar-
ILH!.'lu.uJ'_l wilplb UJI}:I-I'..II. The
e i e pecting 20- 24 e
crifi deliveries this year
bietween Alrbos and Boelng
T heese are customlsisd i the
respechvie COMRET s

Al Dol elidel executive
Campheil Wilson sakd wi
Wings lndia that the carries
Tas pliced iew orders foe 50
inarrow bodyh alrermft with
Basdng. The arder conflrms
options placed in 2023,
Another 15 existing nomow
bindy et orders with Alrbus
wortaled be upgraded o lons-
range arrow hody XLHs, The
upgrade 1o Alrbis XLRs will
help Alr Indis tap overseas
markets i comes weeks afler
rival Inedl o received o similar
alreraf bislng deployved o the
Mumbai-Athens and Delhi
Athens poules

“This sdditional order for
0 Boetg 747 alreralt bs partof
o broaslier Nest steategy o
pssitbon Abr lidis Arady for
the fiture. Bablding on our
H¥EY arders anad subsecuem
alclithons, thisorder supgsrs
stvady dellverbes amd feet
ugsgrides planned over the
et e veears.” Wikson sakhil

Alinsa India's yosingest ale-
lne and s thind-largest
plover, had nldally placed
aoders for 226 airceaft, all of
them with Boelng 14 has a
peniling order of 14 jists. [t
Inefuieteel e Baosekrye jeds this
month. Two deliveries are
wxpisctiodd ki Fedsriary.

abddikeh dowadive
T T
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Delhi HC notices to DGCA,
IndiGo on FDTL related plea

New Delhi: The Delhi high court on Friday ssued
nitice 1o the Directorate General of Civil Aviation

movmmas | DG, and DnterClobe Avi-
ation, the operator of Indito,
ot a pettion challonging the
decision to defer the imple-
mentation of revised Flight
Dty Theme Limdisthon (FDTL)
rules til 10 February, after
widespread eghi disruptions
in December KRISHNA YADAY
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jit Pawar death: CID begins

probe into Baramati plane crash

‘Pune Rural police have registered a case of accidental death’

OUR CORRESPOMNDENT

MUMBAL The Maharashtra
Crime Investigation Depart-
ment (CID) has started its
probe into the plane crash in
Baramati that killed Deputy
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar and
four others, an official said on
Friday.

The stale police have {ssued
orders about the CID probe
into the accidental death case
registered al Baramati in Pune
district, following the January
28 erash, a senjor official told
NEWS AgEncy.

“The Pune Rural police
have registered a case of acci-
dental death under section
194 Bharatiya Nagarik Surak-
sha Sanhita (BNSS), and the
same has been transferred to
the C1D," he said.

Pawar (66), who had
taken off from Mumbai, and
four other persons on board
a Learjet 45 plane died after it
crashed barely 200 metres from
the edge of the tabletop airstrip
al Baramati, his hometown in

Ajit Powar

FILE PIC

Alircraft Accident
Investigation
Bureau, which
functions under
the Civil Aviation
Ministry, has also
initiated a formal
investigation into
the crash

Pune district, on Wednesday
I T

The others killed in the
tragedy were Captain Sumit
Kapoor, who had a flying
experience of 15,000 hours,
co-pilot Captain Shambhavi
Pathal, with 1,500 hours of fly-
ing experience, Pawars Per-
sonal Security Officer Vidip
Jadhav and Ijighl attendant
Pinky Mali.

The official said that a team
of CID personnel had started
their work and would collect

related documents from the
Pune Rural pu]ict.

The team will also visit the
accident site near the Baramati
airstrip, he said.

The probe is to rule out any
sabotage with the p]am: belore
Pawar began his journey from
Mumbai to Baramati, he said.

The Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB),
which [unctions under the
Civil Aviation Ministry, has
also initiated a formal investi-
gation into the crash.



Corporate Communications Directorate

THE MOERNING STANDARD DELHI 21 JANUARY 2026

Explain rationale of pilot duty
relaxation norms: HC to DGCA

UDAYAN KISHORE @ Mew Delhi

THE Delhi High Court on Fri-
day questioned the DGCA on
relaxation given to airlines
with respect to the implementa-
tion of new norms on weekly
rest and leaves for pilots.

A bench of Chief Justice DK
Upadhyaya and Justice Tejas
Karia asked the DGCA to ex-
plain the “rationale” behind its
decision to immediately with-
draw the new flight-duty norm,
which said, “no leave shall be
substituted by weekly rest”.

The bench passed the order
while issuing a notice to the
DGCA on a plea alleging that
the aviation regulator has kept
the new Flight Duty Time Limi-
tation (FDTL) rules in abey-
ance following massive disrup-
tions to airline services.

Besides DGCA, the court alzo
sought responses from the cen-
tral government and Indigo
within four weeks, after which
the bench will hear the matter.

The court passed the order
after the DGCA counsel sub-
mitted that it has not granted
any relaxation to any airline
when it comes to allowing
weekly rest to airline pilots.

“Weekly rest i= non-negotia-

ble. and it cannot be tampered
with. No relaxation has been
given to any airline. We have
not withdrawn it... Weekly rest
remains in operation,” the
DGCA counsel told the court.
The counsel added, “Only
some relaxation has been given
specifically to Indigo regarding
night operations. This relaxa-
tion is only till February 10.°
The court on Wednesday said
the concerns on public safety
due to DGCA's decision to relax
FDTL rules can't be “brushed
aside”, as they have a “direct
nexus with safety measures™,
The petitioners have claimed
that the DGCA does not have
the authority to keep the rules
in abevance and. therefore, the
rules must come into force.

Restrain on rogue
sites streaming
cricket world cup

UDAYAN KISHORE & Wew Delhi

THE Dethi High Court has re-
strained several “rogue web-
gites” from illegally streaming
and disseminating ongoing
‘1CC Under-19 Men's Cricket
World Cup 2026° and upcoming
‘ICC Men's T20 Cricket World
Cup 2026°, saying piracy must
be curbed and dealt with a
heavy hand.

Justice Jyoti Singh passed an
ex-parte ad-interim injunction
application on a lawsuit filed
by JioStar India Private Limit-
ed, which holds exclusive
broadeast and digital rights.

“The issue of rogue wehsites
engaged in piracy of copyright-
ed content is posing A recurring
threat and there iz no gainsay-
ing that piracy must be curbed,”
the judge said in an order
passed onJanuary 29, The judge
noted that there was a need for
immediate relief, as the tourna-
mEents Were ongoing.
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Kuwait-Delhi IndiGo flight diverted
to Ahmedabad after bomb threat

DILIP SINGH KSHATRIYA
@ Ahmedabad

A bomb hijack threat mid-air
forced an IndiGo flight from
Kuwait to Delhi to make an
emergency landing at Ahmeda-
bad. All 180 passengers and
their baggage were screened as
security agencies launched a
full-scale operation no explo-
sives found, probe on

The moment the threat sur-
faced, alarms rang loud across
security channels. The aivcraft
was isolated, the runway se-
cured_and Ahmedabad airport
slipped into high-alert mode as
180 passengers and their lug-
gage were pulled into an in-
tense, no-margin-for-error se-
curity drill.

Ajrport sources said every
pazsenger was physically
checked. every bag scanned,
and every inch of the aircraft
combed. “So far. no suspicious
object has beon recovered,”

A formal complaint has
been registerad by airpart
seeudity at police station

inwestigators are now
tracing the origin of both
the tissue-paper threat
and the threatening email

aﬂtmrmt todisrupt
aviation security suspected

sources confirmed, even as un-
certainty kept the aircraflt
grounded for nearly two
hours.

Confirming the operation,
Alrport Police Station PI NI
Nkum told local media “As
s00n as the threat input was re-
ceived, all securitv agencies
were alerted. The aircraft was
thoroughly checked by the
BDDS (Bomb Detection and
Disposal Squad). No objection-
able or explosive material was
found during the search.”

He added that while the phys-
ical checks were complete, “fur-
ther investigation is continu-
ing strictly as per laid-down
protocol.” However, neither In-
diGo nor the airport authori-
ties have issued any official
statement on the incident so
far. Earlier. Ahmedabad Air-
port itsell had received a sopa-
rate bomb threat via e-madl,
warning of an explosive plamnt-
ed in the airport's luggage sec-
tion. That alert too had sent se-
curity teams into overdrive
only to later be declared false
after exhaustive checks.



AIRPORTS AU HUP#I Y OF :NLHA

Corporate Communications Directorate

NAVBHARAT TIMES DELHIT 31 JANUARY 2026

qIcTe] bl 9 t-"-’ll‘:’1

R 1. ﬁ%ﬁrﬁm
q?‘—lﬁ‘e?fﬁ%ﬂ

Maneesh.Aggarwal
[Etimesofindia.com

w 71 foeelt . 0 P
AT T Y W 28 Wl #)
| TETE ¥ g
TR EE 9 AT T oW A oEa e T wy Rtk
™ o TH TR R R

§ 7 i DGCA 37 AAL R
H Omisa A

yifrz T B THTEA 2



_._._._ﬂ.‘iffl‘ - N :

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

NAVBHARAT TIMES DELHI 31 JANUARY 2026

HC = BT, 7Y
TellgC
e gy i ?

» NBT frove, = faeeft

(DGCA) 3 el & fom
del 2 v ufd ¥
From om0 % odg &
Lt -l i

e AR gz fereett w1
T wER Tm B A
| wFa ¥ DGCAH



AIRPORTS AUTHO

RITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TELEGRAPH

KOLEATA

30 JANUARY 2026

IndiGo recovered faster
than other airlines: CEQ

SANJAY MANDAL AND
JHINUK MAZUMDAR

Hyderabad/ Caleutla; Tndi-
Go recovered faster from lts
schedule setback last Decem-
ber than some of the other atr-
lines in other countries have,
chief executive offlcer Pleter
Eibers satd on Wednesday.

Elbers claimed the airlins
has pald refunds to &ll ellgible
passengers, but did not speciiy
how many got the money.

“Every aliine In the world,
especially those operatlng In
a highly competitive envirm-
ment, has the focus always on

sing the network. Other
alrlings 1o the world have gone
through similar processes,
with similar disruptions at
different times. So, we learnt
from it, started to rebuild from
it,” Elbers said in Hyderabad.

* L Alrdines throughout the
world, Southwest, Ryanair,
Delta, all of them have gone
through similar processes and
no one is proud of it But every-
ome 18 learning from It, and so
are we. What we need o dois
Ineorporate all our learnings in
our processes golng forth, make
1t more resilient, seg how we
can take all the lessons from i, "
he sald at the Wings Indlia 2026
aviation summit in Hyderabad,
“Other airlines have taken
more Hme to come back,” El-
ers sald.

Hundreds of thousands
of IndiGo passengers wers
stranded across Indla In
early December when the alr-
line cancelled around 4,500
flights between December
2 and 9. Thousands of pas-
sengers did not have thelr
bags delivered after ar-
riving at the destination.
However, Elbers clalmed the
disruptlons were for three

Pieter Elbers at the Wings India 2026 aviation summil in

Hyderabad. Picture by Sanjy Mandal

days, December 3, 4 and 5.

“When 1t comes to the De-
cember Msrupdons, 1t was a
compound effect of multiple
factors.... IndiGo connects 96
to 87 cites and In that system,
everything has tocome together
in theright place, right time and
right proportion. That's how
IndiGo operates. In the overall
scheme of things, there will
always be disturbances. In this
case, the Asturbance was tod
much and we were not belng
ablatodeal withit,"” hesaid.

“Between December 3,
4, 5. December 4 was the day
which hagd the most customer
impact. We were then focused
on the Immediate issue. One
was to deal with the custom-
er grievances, as people got
stranded at different locations
and we had to got everyone
back. Then, the focus shifted
from immediate action to the
refunds. All the refunds were
done,” EIbers sahdl.

Asked about the amount of
refunds given and the mumber
of passengors who got the ben-
eflt, the INdiGo CEO dld not
COMIMEent.

He sald the airline was
focused on rebullding the
network. "Reinstating the net-

work was done In a very quick
and commendable manner.
When the collapse happened
on December 5, we sald we
will be back between Decem-
ber 10 and 15. Reallty was. on
December 9, we got back with
full operation, " Eibers sald.
Elers sald the focus had
Deen om rélding that network
and, atthe same time, analysing.
“Today, we are back to
our 3.7-3.8 lakh customers.
Around Christmas, we had
close to 3.9 lakh customers
back, fiylng with us, and now
wo need fo make sure that we
update our processes, systems
and structures,” he safd.
“Our focus has been to re-
ally make sure that we address
situnations when it comes to In-
diGo customer needs, rebuld-
Ing our network, and at the
same thme, t0 o our own anal-
ysis.... We are engaging with
the DGCA. The DGCA s the
regulator and glves us thelr
sort of feedback, and we take
full cognisances,” Elhers sald.
The alrline plans to add
one aircraft every week for the
next decade and expects inter-
nattonal operations to accoumnt
for around 40 per ¢ont of IS
total capacity by 2030,
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No flights home: Two-thirds of
Udan routes in K’taka grounded

@timesolindiacom

Bengalura: Neardy a decade
ainee Udan (Ude Desh ka Aam
Nungrik) took off to boost re
gional air connectivity Kar-
nataka b oy 1ol fis 42 se
lected rowtes in operation, ox-
poaing gaps in the scheme’s
long-berm sustainabi
The Udan-regional eon-
nectiviey schme (RCS) was
designed 1o link under-seirved
and unzerved regions throigh
subsidies or viability gap fun-
ding (VGF), enabling airlines
toriin low-demand routes whi-
le keeping fores affordable.
However in Karnaiaks,

= hiany routes skt

s financlal aid ended

» Alroraft shortages also Bmited
allocation of more viable routes

siveral routes have fallen off
the raddar aler Noandcial supe
port ended. pushing Industry
biodies and regional stakehaol
ders to seek o change of cour-
se. Beneficiaries aay the focns
should not merely be oo res-
tarting defunct routes. but on
streamlining the scheme to

Udan routes: Schedule
uncertainty another worry

»Continued from page 1

tnaed services for noar

v a year even after VGF
support ended in 2034, bat ris
ing ticket prices — up to Rs
5,000 made the route unvis
ble, "All operations were 1§
nally shelved by Oct 2065,
That was ihe kst Dighi to Berr
galur,” he said

Hesaid while bureaucrais
arsd politicians have sinoe be-
mun travelling via nelghbour-
Ing  Bidar district, about
1km awny, it is impractical
for ordinary cliipens. “This
detour may work for officials,
but & regular resident of Ka
Inbwurmgi ool afford the ad
ditional cost and time.”

Pt il sikd delegitions met
Union civil avistion minister
Kinjarapu Ham Mohan
du in Dec 2034 and again in
D s “ Baoth times we were
1ol there was a shortage of
aireraft and that manufactur-
ing would take another six
manths, The response has re-
mained unchanged for two
eansecutive years,” he suid.

Aircraft shortages have
also Hmited the alloention of
more  commercially  vishle
routes, sabld Sanjesy Kattish
oitl, managing committes
member, Belagavi Chamber
of Commeree and Industry

l il said one airtine con-

and a director ai FKOCI, Ben
galury. “Routes such s Pune
have not heen allotted citing &
shortagool alrerafl,” ho gald

Eanttishetti  said even
when routes are annoanced,
schedule uncortninty contin
ues w undermine confldence
nmong passengers. Referring
to the Jaipur-Belagavi ser-
vice that began operations on
Jan 36, he said unprediclabil-
Ity remains a persistent is-
gui “This has been the case
for Mights connecting Belags-
vi o Deihi, Hyterabod and
Bengaluru, This unpredict-
abiliy makea Udan routes
unviable, as pessengers con-
not rely on them, ™ he said.

In a lotter to the ministry
of civil aviation (MoCA) in
Disct 2085, N Man]uki, secreta
ry, infrastructure develop
menl department, sought an
wxtension of VGF support
from three years to flve. She
gald ol the 42 routes sane.
tioned for Harnatakas, 31 be-
e ingctive after compled
ing three years of VGE sixre-
mained active with ongoing
support, and only five contin
e operations even after the
Omancinl assistance  period
ended. Officinls in the infras-
tructure  development  de
partment said the state has
recelved no response from
MU A s B

ensure prediciable and susta.
inad connectiving
Shashikant B Patil, imme
diate past president of Gul-
harga Chamberof Commerce
und Industry said flight servi-
ced to the district stopped in
Ot 2025, “Thie worst aflected
have been IT professionals
who moved 1o Bengalur for
worle,” b said, “These Qights
Allowed them W return home
For Family amd eommanity

evenis and stay connected o

thelr eulture, Tickets were s
uilable at 8 nominal Rs 2,600,
bt that option disappeared
whatn operathons shiut down.,”

rSchedule uncertainty, P &
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Flyer’'s bomb hoax
delays flight by 2 hrs

Sparks Major
Security
concerns

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: High drama un-
folded at Kempegowda Inter-
national Airport (KIA) Wed-
nesday morning after a pas-
senger allegedly claimed to
be carrying explosives while
boarding a flight to Ahmed-
abad, triggeringamajorsecu-
rity scare.

The IndiGo flight was dela-
yved by nearly two hours as se-
curity agencies carried out re-
peated frisking of passengers,
thorough baggage checks and
afull security sweep of the air-
craft. The claim was later fo-
und to be a hoax, and the air-
craft was declared safe tofly.

The accused passenger
was handed over to KIA police,
who registered a case against
him. He was released on sta-
tion bail. The incident occur-
red around 8 am at boarding
gate No. 30, when passengers
were entering the aerobridge
to board IndiGo flight 6E-586.

According to a complaint filed
by Rushad Homi Kavarana, se-
curity manager of Inter Globe
Aviation Ltd (IndiGo), the ac-
cused was identified as Abu
Ageel Azhar Chad, 52, a resi-
dent of Andree Road in Rich-
mond Town. A city-based ap-
parel trader, Chad was travel-
ling to Ahmedabad on busi-
ness with a friend.

After clearing frisking by
Central Industrial Security
Foree (CISF) personnel, Chad

File photo

CISF personnel isolated the ﬂyer s baggage,
halted boarding and deboarded passengers
who had already entered the aircraft. The
bomb detection and disposal squad conducted
a detailed check of all baggage and the
aircraft, but found no explosives

was stopped by airline securi-
ty staff for a final check befo-
re boarding. Irritated by the
repeated screening, he alle-
gedly told the staff, in a sar-
castic remark, that he had
twosmall bombsin hisbag.

The statement immediate-
ly triggered a security alert.
“Chad admitted to making the
statement, but claimed he did
not realise it would lead to
such serious consequences,” a
senior officer said.
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KIA launches personallsed passenger service

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: Kempegowda In-
ternational Airport (KIA)
launched Care by BLR, a new
personalised passenger servi-
ce brand aimed at redefining
the airport experience thro-
ugh premium, end-to-end assi-
stance offerings.

Bengaluru Airport Inter-
national Limited (BIAL) said
the Care by BLR portfolio in-

cludes meet and assist, porter
and luggage services, valet
parking, luxury limousine
transfers, arrival lounge ac-
cess, flower services and other
curated offerings. These servi-

ces are available for departu-
res, arrivals and transit pas-
sengers, covering both domes-
tic and international travel
across both Terminals1and 2.

All services operate round
the clock in line with flight
schedules. Passengers can bo-
ok them through the Pulse
App, the official BLR Airport
website, or at dedicated Care
by BLR counters located wit-
hin both terminals.
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Air India orders 30 Boeing 737s
for fleet renewal and expansion

Swati.Bharadwaj
@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: Air India on
Thursday placed an additio-
nal order for 30 Boeing single-
aisle aircraft, including 20
737-8 and 10 737-10 jets as part
of its ongoing fleet renewal
and regional expansion stra-
tegy The jets, powered by
CFM LEAP-1B engines, raise
the Tata Group airline's Boe-
ing orders to 250 aircraft, in-
cluding the landmark 220-pla-
nedeal signed in 2023,

Announced at Wings In-
dia 2026, the MolU was ex-
changed by Air India CEO
and MD Campbell Wilsen in
the presence of Unioncivilav-
iation minister K Ram Mohan
Naidu. Wilson said the order
supports Air India’sambition
tobecome aworld-class global
carrier through steadv indue-
tions and phased upgrades.

AirIndiahasalready rece-
ived 52 aircraft from its 2023
Boeing order and now awaits
delivery of 198 more. Deliveri-
es s0 far include 51 Boeing

737-8s operating with Air In-
dia Express and one Boeing
787-9, set to begin Mumbai-
-Frankfurt service from Feb
1. The airline also signed a
multi-year component servi-
ces program agreement with
Boeing Global Services for its
entire 787 fleet to improve
parts availability and reduce
downtime.

Additionally, Air India
converted 15 A32Ineo orders
to the longer-range A321XLR,
enabling new international
routes.
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Why indefinite
relaxation on
pilot rest norm,
SC asks DGCA

New Delhi: Delhi high court
on Fridayv questioned the Di-
rectorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) over the “in-
definite” relaxation granted
to airlines on implementing
the new regulations govern-
ing pilots’ weekly rest and
leave, reports Abhinav Garg.

Hearing a PIL that raised
theissue, a bench of Chief Jus-
tice D K Upadhyaya and Jus-
tice Tejas Karia sought an ex-
planation as to why the avia-
tion regulator deferred the im-
plementation of the new
flight-duty norms soon after
introducing them. “What is
the rationale for withdrawal
of this? And this applies to all
airlines,” the bench asked the
DGCA counsel. The HC issued
notice, giving DGCA two
weeks' time to respond.

The new regulations man-
date that “no leave shall be
substituted by weekly rest”.
On Dec 5, 2025, DGCA eased
the Flight Duty Time Limita-
tionsto allow IndiGo todeploy
more pilots onduty in order to
reduce disruptions. The move
came after IndiGo cancelled
hundreds of flights nation-
wide in the first week of Dec
after failing to prepare for the
implementation of the new
flight-duty norms for pilots.
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HC questions DGCAS
rollback of fatigue norm

SHEKHAR SINGH

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 30

The DGCA onFridavretterated
before the Delhi HC that week-
by rest for pilots was mandatory
and could not be diluted, even
as the eourtquestioned the reg-
ulator overthe ratonale behind
withdrawing a key fatipue
related nomm without prescrib-
ing any time lmit,

A Dmasion Bench of Chief

Justice  Devendmn  Kumar
Upadhyaya and Justice Tejas
Karia was hearing a PIL chal-
lenging the DGCA's decision
to keep parts of the revised
Flight Duty Time Limitation
{FDTL) framewori n

Regulator says weekly
rest non-negotiable

abevance, following disruption
to aidine operations. The
Bench issued noticeto the Cen-
tre, the aviation regulator and
IndiGo, directing them to file
their responses in two weeks,

The DGCA counsd submit-
ted that weekdy rest for pilots
remained imvolable. The couirt,
however, sought an explans
tion for the DGC's dedsion to
roll back a newhy introduced
prewvision that stated that leave
could not be substituted in
place of weekdhy rest,
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IndiGo fiight diverted
to Ahmedabad after
bomb threat

NEW DELHE An IndiGo flight
from Eiuwait to Delhi was
diverted to Ahmedabad on
Friday after a bomb threat
was reported on board, trig-
gering a full security
response, Airport officials
gsaid the aireraft landed
safely at Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel International Airport
around 6.40 am with 130
passengers on board. No
suspicious object was found
during subsequent checks,
said the officials. v
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