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Number of passengers
who travelled through
Dubai airport in 2024

92 3 In millian passengers,
A record 92.3 million
b passengers travelled
through Dubai's international alrport last
year, its operator said on Thursday,
undertining the Gulf city’s economic boom.
The figure broke the previous high of 85.1
millicn in 2018, Dubai Airport said, despite
regional tensions caused by the Gaza war
and last April’s unprecedented floods, e
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Ganja seized at
Chennai airport,
three arrested

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNALI

Three persons of a family were re-
cently arrested at the Chennai air-
port for possession of 23.48 kg of
hydroponic ganja worth ¥23.5
crore.

On January 26, officials of the
Chennai Customs intercepted
three passengers who flew down
from Bangkok.

The officials found that they
were in possession of 23.48 kg of
hydroponic ganja hidden in pack-
ets. They were arrested under the
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances Act, 1985, and remand-
ed to judicial custody.
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Two agents held
in fake Poland visa
racket at IGIA

PRAJYOT DEOGHARE

NEW DELHI: The IGI Airport Police arrested
two Delhi-based agents for facilitating fake
Poland visas for two passengers, who were
detained during immigration checks. The
arrested individials, Udaypal Si::ﬁh {42) and
Tajinder Singh (51), were implicated in a racket
that explotted individuals seeking jobs abroad.

The case began on January 12, when two
Indian nationals, Sauray Kumar (25) and Samit
Kumar (27) from Baghpat, Uttar Pradesh, were
deported from Dubai after being caught with
counterfeit Poland visas. 'l'hr:]:la.i:%‘mnl intended
to travel o Poland via Dubai but were detained
al Dubai Airport due to suspidous documents.

Upon their return to IGI Airport, a thor-
ough investigation revealed the fake visas on
their arts. The passengers disclosed
had pﬁumgpﬂs 10 Lakhp:fl a.nB:.gn:nt, F‘a.la:nm
Singh, to facilitate their travel and job arrange-
ments in Poland. Paramjeet was arrested, and
further interrogation led to the identificaion
of Udaypal Singh and Tajinder Singh as key
players in the racket.

Uda.}-paj, i printing press owner, admitted
to producing fake visas and is a repeat offender,
previously arrested in 2024 for similar crimes.
Tajinder Singh played a pivotal role in coordi-
nating the operations. Authorities conlinue to
investigate other members of the racket and
financial connections.
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Fake visa: Printing press owner among 2 held

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Two persons we-
re arrested for allegedly run-
ning a fake visa racket. They
were identified as Udaypal
(42) and Tajinder (51), resi-
dents of Vikaspuri and Rani
Bagh, respectively. Udaypal
was conducting the illegal ac-
tivity under the guise of his
printing press business.
Three people were arrested
in this case earlier.
Additional commissioner
of police (IGI) Usha Rangna-
nisaid thatondJan12, two per-
sons, Saurav Kumar (25) and
Sumit Kumar (27), both resi-
dents of Baghpat, arrived at
IGI Airport from Dubai as de-
portees. Upon scrutiny of
their documents, fake Poland
visas were found affixed to
their passports, leading to
their arrest and the registra-

tion of a case. “During inter-
rogation, they disclosed that
some of their friends went
abroad for a better livelihood,
prompting them to seek the
same opportunity abroad for
quick money,” she said.

The duo further revealed
thatanagent, Paramjeet, pro-
mised to arrange their jour-
ney to Poland via Dubai for a
fee of Rs 10 lakh. The men de-
posited Rs 28,000and Rs1lakh
inabankaccountprovided by
theagent, with theremaining
balance paid in cash. The
agent also promised to arran-
gejobsforthemoncetheyrea-
ched Poland. The Baghpat re-
sidents stated that they han-
ded over their passports to
Paramjeet, who then arran-
ged the fake visas and tickets
for their journey. However,
upon arrival at the Dubai air-
port, their entry was denied

due tothefake visas, and they
were deported back to India.
Paramjeet was subsequ-
ently arrested in Delhi. He dis-
closed the names of histwoas-
sociates, Udaypal and Tajin-
der, whowere subsequently ar-
rested in Hari Nagar and
Rohini, respectively. Udaypal
worked at a printing press in
Narayana for years, where he
developed skills in printing.
“Udaypal then started his own
printing company but strugg-
led financially. While working,
he met agents who were invol-
ved in fraudulent visa sche-
mes to send people abroad. Se-
eking quick and easy money,
he began working with the

agents, producingfake visas at

his company based on their or-
ders,” another officer said.
Udaypal revealed that Pa-
ramjeet took the promised
amount from Saurav and Su-

mit and contacted his associ-
ate, Tajinder, to arrange the
fake Poland visas. Tajinder
reached out to Udaypal, who
created the counterfeit visas.
“Udaypal admitted to crea-
ting a total of 11 fake visas,”
the officer added.

Meta Analysis

elhi Police arrested 203

agentsinvolvedin
facilitatingillegal immigration
through fake documentsin
2024, more than double the 98
arrestsmade in 2023. The
offencesincluded forging visas,
facilitatingillegal travel via
donkey routes, forging
passports and tampering with
immigration stamps, and
falsifying travel histories using
fake stamps.
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Air fares to Prayagraj drop up to 50%

—
Rohit Vaid
MNew Delhi

Airfares to Prayagraj correc-
ted 30-50 per cent on Wed-
nesday on major routes after
airlines deployed additional
capacity amidst the Centre’s
advisory, sources said.

The Ministry of Civil Avi-
ation (MoCA) held several
rounds of review meetings
with airlines on high airfares
on the Prayagraj route dur-
ing the last few days and ad-
vised them to deploy more
capacity.

On Wednesday, Union
Minister of Civil Aviation
Ram Mohan Naidu met air-
line representatives to re-
view the adequacy of air con-
nectivity to Prayagraj in
Uttar Pradesh from across
the country while ensuring
reasonable fares during the

once-in-144-years  Mahak-
umbh Mahotsav.
“Regular  coordination

meetings are being held to
provide a seamless and com-
fortable travel experience
for millions of devotees at-
tending the world’s largest
religious gathering from
January 13 to February 26,
2025,” he wrote on his social
media handle on X (formerly
Twitter).

STAMPEDE AFTERMATH
Besides, airlines fearing an
impact on passenger traffic
to and from Prayagraj after
the stampede that occurred
at Mahakumbh, have further

reasons to lower airfares,
sources added. However, the
industry is vet to fully gauge
the impact of the tragedy on
passenger traffic.

On Wednesday, the price
of a one-way flight ticket
from Delhi to Prayagraj de-
clined sharply. Prices
dropped to 313,000 (lowest)
and ¥20,000 (highest) as
against 22,000 (lowest) and
333,000 (highest) reported a
few days ago.

Normally, a one-way flight
ticket from Delhi to Pray-
agraj is priced at about
%5,000-7,000.

SPOT FARES

The data from the ixigo
portal showed that average
spot fares for flights from
Delhi, Bengaluru and Mum-
bai to Prayagraj are ranging
from ¥13,000-30,000 till Feb-
ruary 4. Ticket fares on some
of these routes had crossed
345,000 prior to the lowering
exercise.

The additional capacity in-
troduced by the airlines con-
tributed significantly in
bringing down prices, a
source told businessline.

“Airlines are trying to
comply with the advisory is-
sued by the Centre to deploy
additional capacity,” an in-
dustry insider said.

“The Centre has aggress-
ively taken up the issue of ca-
pacity and fares with airlines.
Since  Monday, several
rounds of meetings have
been held with their repres-
entatives to discuss the is-

sue.” On their part, airlines
and online travel agencies
said that additional capacity
was deployed from
Wednesday.

According to an IndiGo
spokesperson, the airline has
brought down fares on all
routes to Prayagraj by 30-50
per cent.

Currently, Spicelet, In-
diGo, Air India, Akasa and Al-
liance Air have flights to
Prayagraj.

These flights serve the de-
mand between Prayagraj and

Delhi, Bhubaneswar,
Bengaluru, Mumbai,
Bilaspur, Raipur, Lucknow,
Hyderabad, Ahmedabad,

Jaipur, Kolkata, Guwahati,
Chandigarh, Dehradun and
Indore. About 81 new flights
were added to the schedule
in January 2025. Currently,
there are 132 flights per week
operating with about 80,000
monthly seats to Prayagraj
from across India.

Apart from scheduled air
carriers, private operators
are also flying to the Pray-
agraj airport, which has re-
cently been upgraded and
refurbished.

The development comes
after airfares to Prayagraj
had risen more than 100 per
cent from different cities as
pilgrims flock in large num-
bers to take a dip in the
Ganges during the ongoing
Mahakumbh.

At present, Prayagraj is
directly connected to 17 cit-
ies via flights as against eight
cities in December 2024,
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To enable easier credit, Centre
mulls infra tag for aircraft loans

AVIATION BOOST. MoCA proposed the move foreseeing a huge demand for airplanes

—
Rohit Vaid
New Delhi

To boost the aviation sector,
the Centre is considering
granting infrastructure
status to aircraft as an asset,
sources told businessline.

The proposed move, if im-
plemented, has the potential
to ease the financing needs of
airlines for aircraft acquisi-
tion.

Besides, the infra tag will
enable airlines to seek loans
(for aircraft acquisition) at
cheaper rates under the ‘Pri-
ority Sector Lending’ (PSL)
scheme.

The PSL scheme is regu-
lated by the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI). It mandates
banks to allocate a portion of
their lending to specific sec-
tors of the economy.

Speaking to businessline,
sources said that the move
was proposed by the Min-
istry of Civil Aviation
(MoCA), which foresees tre-
mendous demand for air-
craft from domestic airlines.

Over 1,500 aircraft have
been ordered by India-based
airlines. Currently, India has
more than 800 commercial
aircraft. Per Boeing’s 2024
Commercial Market Out-
look for South Asia, over

BIG PUSH. The proposed move has the potential to ease the
financing needs of airlines for aircraft acquisition vvkristnas

2,700 airplane deliveries are
expected by 2042. India will
dominate the South Asian
market, representing more
than 90 per cent of total
deliveries.

Sources said a committee
had been formed by the Min-
istry of Finance to look into
the proposal.

FILLIP TO AVIATION
The Centre, sources said, is
keen on giving a fillip to the
aviation industry by the way
of easier access to credit.
Notably, by granting infra-
structure status to aircraft
loans, the Centre hopes to
enable airlines in accessing
financing from a wide spec-
trum of lenders at lower in-
terest rates.

The move, sources said, is
extremely beneficial for
start-up airlines. Further, the
status is expected to encour-
age banks tolend more to the
sector, which has tradition-
ally found it difficult to ac-
cess credit.

However, the move might
face headwinds, especially
opposition to the granting of
infra status to a moveable as-
set such as an aircraft.

SET GUIDELINES

On the other hand, industry
insiders feel the status
should come with a set
guidelines that mandate In-
dian-owned aircraft to be on
the regulator’s registry and
governed by domestic laws,
thereby giving comfort to

bankers over jurisdiction
matters and the ability to re-
possess the asset in the event
of default.

“The move is expected to
ease the ability to finance the
acquisition of the aircraft
and help airlines move from
expensive operational leases
to far more efficient finance
leases,” Fly91’s MD and CEO
Manoj Chacko said.

“On the whole, the do-
mestic banking industry has
been hesitant in entering
this area. Besides, the do-
mestic interest rates are too
high in comparison to for-
eign-backed lending ar-
rangements. However, the
infra status that allows for
PSL norms should resolve
these problems.”

Chacko said loans denom-
inated in Indian rupees will
save precious outflow of
forex as more aircraft are ex-
pected to join the fleets of In-
dia-based airlines.

“If aircraft purchases are
granted infrastructure
status, it will unlock new
funding sources for buyers,
including insurance com-
panies,” Jagannarayan Pad-
manabhan, Senior Director
& Global Head (transport,
mobility and logistics) at
Crisil Market Intelligence
and Analytics, said.
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Allaboard feared dead asjet,chopper crashinUS

American Airlines confirmed 60 passengers and four crew members were on the plEII'IE rescue ops underway as 28 bodies said to have been recovered so far

REUTERS
Washington, 30 Januarny

ore than &0 people were
fenredd dead after an
American Alrlines

regional passenger jet collided with
a US Army Black Hawk helicopter
on Wednesday and crashed into the
frigid Potomac River near Beagan
Washingron National Alrport.

"At this pointwe do not believe
there wene any survivors,” Diarrctof
Columbia fire chief John Donnelly
sald at a Thursday pressconference.

Pomnelly said 28 bodies had been
recovered from the river so far in
what was shaping up to be the dead-
liest US air disaster in more than a
decade, "We will work to find all the
bodies and reunite them with their
loved ones,” he said.

American Airlines confirmed 60
passengers and four crew members
were aboard the et, while US offi-
clals said the helicopeer was carrying
three soldiers on a maining flight
Officialstold Reuters that hellcopter
fights had been paused for the

Army unit invelved in the Incident,

Passengers on the fight included
lee skaters, family and coaches
retuming from events in Wichita,
Kansas, including Russian-born
former world champions Yevgenia
Shishkova and Vadim Naumaow.

“We have been told that thereane
no survivors. We mourn with all
those who have been impacted,”
Wichita mavor Lily Wu said at a
news conference,

CRS Mews reported that a dive
team had recovered one of the two
data recorders, the so-called black
boxes, from the plane.

The mididr collision oceurred as
the passenger jet was approaching
to laned at Reagan. Radio communi-
cations between the air taffe con-
trol tower and the Black Hawk
showed the helicopter crew knew
the plane was in the vicinity.

US Transpornation Secretary
Sean Duffy said both the helicopter
and the airplane had been flving
standard flisht patterns, and there
had been nobreakdown in commi-
rication.

- e i
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and crished into the Potomac River, outside Washington, on Thursday

“Evervthing wasstandard in the
lead-up to the crash,” he said. "Do 1
think this was preventahle?
Absolunelv.” Alrspace 18 frequently
crowded in the US capital region,

home to thiee commercial alepors
and several major military facilities,
and officials have raised concerns
abour busy runwavs at Reagan
Matonal Alrport, just across the river

b= e~

Rescuers next to the wreckage of the Black Hawk helicopter that collided with the American Eagle flight 5342

PHi0TD: REUTERS

Fromm Washingron. There hove besn
several near-miss incidents that
have sparked alarm, Including a
near-collision in Mav 2024,

The helicopter was fown by a

“fairly experienced orew” thal was
wearing night-vision goagles on an
annual proficiency training flight,
Defense Secretany Pete Hegseth said
ina video statement.

US President Donald Trump will
hold & briefing about the crash at 11
am Eastern time (1600 GMT), the
White Hoose said.

In an earlier post on Truth Social
Trumpquestionad the actions ofthe
helicopter crew and air traffic con-
trollers. “T'his is a bad situation that
looks ke it should have been pre-
vented. NOT GOODIE" he wrote.

American Eaple Flight 5342 was
operated by PSA Alrlines, an Ohio-
based rmegional subsidiary of
American Airlines. The plane was a
CRIT00, the airbine said, froma line
of regional jets made by Canada's
Bombardier, later sold o Mitsubishi.
American Airlines CEQ Robert lsom
said the pilot had about six vears of
ving experience.

He said the company was
cooperating with the National
Transponation Safery Board, which
Inmvestigates accidents:

Rescueefforts

The skaters an board wene refuming
from a camp following an event in
Wichita, poveming body US Figure
Skating said.

"We are devastated by this
unspeakable tragedy and hold the
victims' families closely in our
hearts,” it said.

Bussian media said Shishkowa
and Maurmov, who were married and
working as coaches, were refuming
from Wichita with a proup of voung
skarers. Russia’s Mash news ourlet
published a list of 13 skaters, many
of them the children of Russian
emigres 1o the US, who it said were
believed to have been on the plane.

The Kremlin offered
comdolences 1o the families of
Russians killed and said there were
ne plans for comtacts for now
betwesn President Viadimir Purin
and Tramp,

Washington DC fire chlef
Donnelly said condidons were cold
and windy, making the operation
"extremely rough” for the 300
responders on the scene.
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Maha Kumbh stampede: Crowd
management efforts ramped up

PRESS TRUST OF INDLA
Prayagral, 30 kaniasy

Millions of devotees flocked to the Triveni
Sangam and other ghats at the Maha Kumbh
to take a dip on Thursday with the Uttar
Pradesh government ramping up efforts to
ensure crowd management and safety of
peopke aday after the stampede tragedy.
With the focus on crowd control after the
stampede left ar least 30 people dead and
GOinjured, the state sovernment sald noVIP
protocols will be enforaed by the adminis-
tration on the special bathing days of
February 3, 12 and 26, “This inftative aims
to ensure @ smooth and memorable experi-
ence forgeneral pilgrims,” officials said.
Additionally, the government has man-
dated that VIF and VVIP movements must
be notified at least one week in advance,
DIG Maha Kumbh Vaibhav Erishna said
the police are actively working on security
arrangements for the upcoming Amrit Snan
on Basant Panchami Snan (February 3),
ensuring tight measures in the mela area.
He said all bridges have begn reopened,
allowing smoother movement within the
mela area.
Fallowing Wednesday's incident, the a0
pontoon bridges in the mela area were oper-
ating uncler a one-way traffic system. This

mietant that each bridge allowed movemient
in only one direction, with a pamllel pon-
toon bridge designated for return routes.

Superintendent of Police (Traffic)
Anshuman Mishra said the area would
remain a no-vehicle zone until the crowd
disperses completely. Essential services
such as police administration vehicles,
ambulances and suction machines would,
however, be allowed entry.

Meanwhile, the three-member judicial
commission set up by the Uttar Pradesh
goverriment to probe the stamped e will visi
thesite on Friday. UP Chiefl Secretary Manoj
Kumar Singh and Director General of Police
Prashant Kumar visited Swaroop Rani
Mehru Hospital on Thursday to meet the
injured devotees.

Airfares cool down

Akasa Ajr has reduced ticket prices for
flights to Prayagraj by 30-43 per cent and
increased number of fights to the citv,
sources sald on Thursday in the wake of
the government asking afrlines o main-
tain reasonable fares. IndiGoon Thursday
sald alrfares have stabilised for the
Pravagraj flights and that the airdine has
significantly increased the number of
flights on the route to 900 for the Maha
Kumbh.

About 3 mn foreign
tourists expected:
Tourism minister

The povernment has doubled its
estimate for forelgn tourists visit-
ing Mahalumbh Mela to 3million,
buoved by the overwhelming
response, Minister of Tourism and
Culture Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat said on Thursday.

"W used to expect about 1.5
million people (foreign touristsito
visit Mahakumbh. Considering
the kind of response and the
inflow we have seen, we have
revised our estimation, which is
double our initial estimate,” he
said al a ravel trade show.

The minister said 170 million
people had visited the Hindu fes-
tival at Triveni Sangam in
Prayagraj till Wednesday, the I7th
day of the 45-dav festival which
ends on February 25 This vear'’s
festival Is also considered unigue
duetoan astronomical caloulation
of & constellation alignment wit-
nessed once every 144 vears.

ROSHNI SHEKHAR
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Holy Dip Airfares to Prayagraj Plunge After Govt Intervenes

IndiGo, Air India Express also increase flights to cater to the high demand among flyers travelling to attend the Maha Kumbh

seats to Prayagraj toroughly 80,000, thecivil significantly increased the number of parts of itsnetwork toadd moreflightsto  aluru-Varanasiflights will increase from
Arindam Majumder aviation ministry said. flights on the route to 900 for the Maha cater to the influx of passengers. three to four per day, while Hyderabad-
India’s largest airline IndiGo on Thurs- Kumbh. Besides the additional capacity AirIndia Express will commence daily Varanasi, which already operates daily,

New Delhi: Airfares to Prayagraj drop- day said airfares have stabilised for the already activated, IndiGo said it is wor- direct flights between Delhiand Varanasi  will see the addition of thirty more flights
ped over 50% after government inter- Pravagraj flights and that the airline has king onreallocating capacity from other from February 5, 2025. Additionally, Beng- in Februaryand March.
vention. Amidst growing concerns over Akasa has started daily flights connec-
soaringairfares during Kumbh Mela, = ; F ting Prayagraj with Pune, Hyderabad,
civil aviation regulator directorate gene- e Ahmedabad and Bengaluru via Delhi.

ral of civilaviation (DGCA)on Wednes-
day directed airlines to maintain reaso- and February 26, 2025, the airline will
nable ticket prices. Airlines have also TETETTa e : . - 2 : . operate special direct flights connecting
increased flights to the city to cater to the e SO, =T Fryffe™ (B YeyTRgNE Al H  Ahmedabad and Bengaluru with Pray-
high demand. According to the govern- Mi&%! =3 Rt g 'y Rp rTF AL e ' : agraj. Prayagraj is now directly connected
ment’s estimate, more than 450 million g ““* to17 cities, including new destinations
devotees are expected to attend the Maha such as Srinagar and Visakhapatnam,
Kumbh 2025, including around 1.5 million with indirect connectivity to 26 cities
foreign tourists. nationwide. “Airfares remain in check as
Fares on the booking platforms showed the festival’s peak davs approach, particu-
that flights from Delhi to Prayagraj were larly during the forthcoming Shahi Snan
priced at an average of 710,000 against onJanuary 29, February 3, and other
earlier fares of 229,000. Airline executives important Snan dates on February 4,
said that there has been adecline of around February12, and February 26. DGCA has
50% in fare due to the addition of more advised airlines to maintain sufficient
flights. A total of 81 additional flights were capacity toaccommodate passengers,”
introduced in January, increasing monthly the ministry noted.

Additionally, between January 28, 2025,
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M Sirius Airlines in
Talks to Buy 20 Aircraft

? 7 MUMBAI Air charter
y services operator Sirjus
= Aviation Alrlines isin
advanced discussions with
the Us-based Textron Aviation to
acquire 20 Cessna Citation Longitude
aircraft for SE00milllon, according to
sources privy to information. The
acauisition s almed at bolstering the
company's operational capabilities in
the business aviation segment, they
added. The company, which launched
its operations in August 2023,
partnership with Dubai-based
Transwaorld Group, ast Novembser

said itistargetinga fleet size of 50
private jets
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Akasa Air well-capitalised, set to
expand with new destinations: CEO

NEWDELHI

Akasa Air, India’s youngest
airline, is well-capitalized and
plans toadd 510 new destina-
tions, including international
routes, next year as it aims to
maintain its position as the
country’s fastest-growing air-
line, CEO Vinay Dube said.
Dube, inan interaction with
PTI, also pmjected an
“incredibly bright” outlook for
the next 30 vears and said the
delay in the delivery of one or
two aircraft does not change
the fundamentals of the air-
line's business or growth tra-

jectory as it has built an
extremely “strong and stable”

platform.
The nearly two-and-a-half-
year-old Rakesh

Jhunjhunwala family-backed
Alasa Air currently has a fleet
of 27 Boeing 737 Max planes
and commanded a 4.6 per
cent market share in CY2024.

"It is no secret that Boeing
has been delayed in its

delivery stream. No secret
about that, either from us or
Boeing or any other airline
whether one or two aircraft
were late or not, is not some-
thing that changes the funda-
mentals of our business. It
does not change the growth
trajectory,” Dube said in
response to a question on air-
craft deliveries.

However, he said that
Akasa has stopped giving
guidance on  deliveries
because “the story changes
focus from Alkasa being the
fastest growing airline in India
or the world, to two aircraft
were late”
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MEW DELHI
Altoresume
Delhi-Tel Aviv
direct flights

Air India on Wednesday
announced that it will
restart its non-stop flights
between Delhi and Tel
Aviv, with the first flight
scheduled to take off on
March 2. Resuming flights
is part of the airline's
efforts to expand its inter-
national routes and
improve travel options
between India and Israel, it
said in a statement. The
airline will operate five
flights a week on this
route, using its Boeing
787-8 Dreamliner aircraft.
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Passengers can't carry satellite
phones, DGCA tells airlines

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
on Thursday instructed domestic and
international airlines to make mandatory in-flighe
announcements to inform passengers that
carrving satellite phones into India is not
permitted, The airlines have been instructed to
make the announcements on all flights landing in
India. They also have 1o sensitise passengers
ahout the restriction through their commercial
offshoots overseas as well as in their in-flight

magizines.
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Trump blames DEI for
mid-air collision in DC

Agencies
letters@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: US President
Donald Trump on Thursday
blamed diversity policies under
Barack Obama and Joe Biden
for poor safety standards after a
deadly crash in which a military
helicopter collided with a pas-
senger plane over Washington.

“I put safety first. Obama,
Biden and the Democrats put
policy first,” Trump said. “They
actually came out with a direct-
ive: ‘too white.” And we want the
people that are competent.”

The US Army helicopter that
collided with a passenger jet
was being operated on a train-
ing flight by a “fairly experi-
enced crew” with night-vision
goggles, US Defence Secretary
Pete Hegseth said on Thursday,
as the Pentagon ordered a
48-hour pause in flying for the
Virginia-based unit involved.

In addition, Daniel Driscoll,
President Donald Trump’s nom-
inee for Army secretary, told a
Senate hearing that the crash on
Wednesday night appears to
have been preventable, and he
raised questions about whether
training should take place near
a busy airport.

The Black Hawk helicopter
struck an American Airlines
passenger jet near Ronald Rea-
gan Washington National Air-
port, with both aircraft plung-
ing into the Potomac River.

Authorities have said there
WeTe No Survivors.

The cause of the crash is
under investigation. The airport
islocated in Arlington, Virginia,
across the river from Washing-
ton.

In a video statement, Hegseth
said there was a crew of three
soldiers on the training flight.
Officials have not identified the
soldiers involved.

Emergency response unitssearch near the crashssite in the
PotomacRiver after the flight crashed onapproach to Reagan
National Airport, on Thursday, in Arlington, Virginia.

“It was a fairly experienced
crew and it was doing a
required annual night evalua-
tion,” Hegseth said in the video.

“We anticipate that the inves-
tigation will quickly be able to
determine whether the aircraft
was in the corridor and at the
right altitude at the time of the
incident,” Hegseth added.

During an appearance later
with Trump at the White House,
Hegseth told reporters that
there appears to have been an
elevation issue with the Black
Hawk, and said Army investiga-
tors were on the ground looking
into the matter.

The helicopter was from the
12th Aviation Battalion, which is
based at Fort Belvoir in Virginia.
The unit, which is responsible
for helicopter flights in the US
capital area and can be used to
carry senior US government
officials, will be grounded for 48
hours, Hegseth said. Reuters

AFP

was first to report on the opera-
tional pause.

One official, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity, said that
other helicopters, like those
from the National Guard, could
be allowed to help in recovery
efforts following the crash.

Driscoll appeared on Thurs-
day at his confirmation hearing
before the Senate Armed Servi-
ces Committee.

“lam seeing the same things
1 believe you are, on television.
Itis an accident that seems to be
preventable from what we can
tell today,” Driscoll told the sen-
ators.

Driscoll added that if he was
confirmed there would be a
focus on a culture of safety in
the Army.

“I think we might need to
look at where is an appropriate
time to take training risk, and it
may not be near an airport like
Reagan,” Driscoll added.



Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES

DELHI

31 JANUARY 2025

Flight, chopper collide
in DC shocker; 67 killed

Agencies
letters@hindustantimes.com

WASHINGTON: Sixty-seven peo-
ple were presumed dead after
an American Airlines passenger
jet collided with a US army
Black Hawk helicopter on
Wednesday and crashed into
the frigid Potomac River near
Reagan Washington National
Airport.

Officials said 28 bodies had
been recovered from the river
till the time of going to press, in
what was shaping up to be the
deadliest US air disaster in more
than a decade.

American Airlines confirmed
60 passengers and four crew
members were aboard the jet,

while U.S. officials said the heli-
copter was carrying three sol-
diers on a training flight. Offi-
cials told Reuters that helicop-
ter flights had been paused for
the army unit involved in the
incident.

Passengers on the flight
included ice skaters, family and
coaches returning from events
in Wichita, Kansas, including
Russian-born former world
champions Yevgenia Shishkova
and Vadim Naumov.

“We have been told that there
are no survivors. We mourn
with all those who have been
impacted,” Wichita mayor Lily
Wu said at a news conference.

CBS News reported that a

continued on->13

Mayhem near US Capitol
1 2

1. The US Army Blackhawk helicopter (in yellow) approaching the
Bombardier CRJ-701 jet (in blue); 2. The collision, seconds later.

WHAT WE KNOW SO FAR

® The jet was about to land at
Reagan National Airport at an
altitude of about 400 feet when

it suffered a rapid loss of altitude.

# Minutes before landing, air
traffic controllers asked the jet to

adjust its path, land on Runway 33.

® Less than 30 seconds before the

crash, an air traffic controller
asked the helicopter if it had the
plane in sight. The controller
made another radio call to the
helicopter moments later: *PAT 25
pass behind the CRJ (helicopter).

® Seconds after that, the two
aircraft collided.

US AIR ACCIDENT

dive team had recovered one of
the two data recorders, the
so-called black boxes, from the
plane.

The midair collision occurred
as the passenger jet was
approaching to land at Reagan.
Radio communications between
the air traffic control tower and
the Black Hawk showed the hel-
icopter crew knew the plane
was in the vicinity.

U.S. Transportation Secretary
Sean Dufly said both the heli-
copter and the airplane had
been flying standard flight pat-
terns, and there had been no
breakdown in communication.

“Everything was standard in
the lead-up to the crash,” he
said. “Do I think this was pre-
ventable? Absolutely.”

Airspace is frequently
crowded in the U.S. capital
region, home to three commer-
cial airports and several major
military facilities, and officials
have raised concerns about
busy runways at Reagan
National Airport, just across the
river from Washington. There
have been several near-miss
incidents that have sparked
alarm, including a near-colli-
sion in May 2024,

The helicopter was flown by a
“fairly experienced crew” that
was wearing night-vision gog-
gles on an annual proficiency
training flight, Defense Secre-
tary Pete Hegseth said in a video
statement.

U.S. President Donald Trump
will hold a briefing about the
crash at 11 a.m. Eastern time
(1600 GMT), the White House
said. In an earlier post on Truth
Social, Trump questioned the
actions of the helicopter crew
and air traffic controllers.

“This is a bad situation that
looks like it should have been
prevented. NOT GOOD!!L" he
wrote.

American Eagle Flight 5342
was operated by PSA Airlines,
an Ohio-based regional subsidi-
ary of American Airlines. The
plane was a CRJ-700, the airline
said, from a line of regional jets
made by Canada’s Bombardier,
later sold to Mitsubishi. Ameri-
can Airlines CEO Robert Isom
said the pilot had about six
years of flying experience.

He said the company was
cooperating with the National
Transportation Safety Board,
which investigates accidents.

Air traffic control recordings
appear to capture the final
attempted communications
with the helicopter, call sign
PAT25, before it collides with
the CRJ jet.

“PAT25, do you have a CRJ in
sight? PAT25, pass behind the
CRJ.," an air traffic controller
saysat8:47 p.m. (0147 GMT) on
Wednesday, according to a
recording on liveatc.net.

Seconds later, another air-
craft calls in to air traffic con-
trol, saying, “Tower, did you see
that?” - apparently referring to
the crash. An air traffic control-
ler then redirects planes head-
ing to runway 33 to go around.

COMMUNICATIONS
BETWEEN THE AIR
TRAFFIC CONTROL
TOWER AND THE
BLACK HAWK
SHOWED THE
HELICOPTER CREW
KNEW THE PLANE
WAS IN VICINITY

Webcam video of the crash
showed the collision and an
explosion lighting up the night
sky.
“I just saw a fireball and then
it was just gone. I haven't seen
anything since they hit the
river,” an air traffic controller
was heard saying over the radio.

John Potter, head of the
regional airport authority, said
flights would resume at Reagan
National at 11:00 a.m. Eastern
time (1600 GMT).

Rescue efforts

The skaters on board were
returning from a camp follow-
ing an event in Wichita, govern-
ing body U.S. Figure Skating
said.

“We are devastated by this
unspeakable tragedy and hold
the victims' families closely in
our hearts,” it said.

Russian media said Shishkova
and Naumov, who were married
and working as coaches, were
returning from Wichita with a
group of young skaters, Russia’s
Mash news outlet published a
list of 13 skaters, many of them
the children of Russian emigres
to the U.S., who it said were
believed to have been on the
plane.

The Kremlin offered condo-
lences to the families of Russians
killed and said there were no
plans for contacts for now
between President Vladimir
Putin and Trump.

Washington DC fire chief
Donnelly said conditions were
cold and windy, making the
operation “extremely rough” for
the 300 responders on the scene.

Virginia Governor Glenn
Youngkin told Reuters that the
bodies of most of those involved
in the collision had been recov-
ered. “Everything was routine up
to the point of the accident,” he
said. “Something went wrong.”

In 1982, Air Florida Flight 90
crashed into the 14th Street
Bridge over the Potomac River,
killing 70 passengers and four
crew members. Only four pas-
sengers and one crew member
survived.

The National Transportation
Safety Board has investigated
nine accidents or incidents at
Reagan National airport this
century, including two that were
fatal, records show.

The last deadly major crash
involving a commercial airliner
in the U.S. was in 2009, when all
49 people aboard a Colgan Air
flight died when the plane
crashed in New York state. One
person was also killed on the
ground.
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{ CONSUMER AFFAIRS MIN WRITES TO DGCA }

Govt steps in to arrest airfares amid Maha Kumbh

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Union consumer
aftairs minister Pralhad Joshi
on Wednesday said that his
ministry has written to the air-
line regulator, the directorate
general of civil aviation (DGCA),
to take steps to “reduce” exorbi-
tant airfares, which have made
it difficult for devotees to attend
the Maha Kumbh, the massive
Hindu religious gathering cur-
rently underway in Prayagraj.
The consumer affairs minis-
try has urged the DGCA to
review the spike in airfares and
the sectors that have seen a sub-

stantial jump in base fares,
apparently due to a steep rise in
travel demand due to the Maha
Kumbh.

“Mahakumbh is witnessing
huge influx of devotees on a
daily basis. The prices of air-
fares being exorbitantly high
has made it difficult for people
to make travel plans to attend
Mahakumbh,” Joshi wrote ina
poston X.

[t came after consumer
affairs secretary Nidhi Khare
wrote to the regulator,

“Keeping consumers interest
in mind, we have written to
DGCA to take steps to reduce
the prices of the air fares,” Joshi

added.

Both the civil aviation offi-
cials and DGCA held high-level
meetings with major airlines —
including IndiGo, Air India, Spi-
ceJet and Akasa Air— to review
airfares, an official said, adding
that airlines should keep the
larger consumer interest in
mind despite a jump in demand.

The consumer affairs minis-
try is of the view that airlines
should add more capacity, espe-
cially during the forthcoming
“Shahi snan” (royal bath) days
on February 3, 4, 12 and 26.

Ahead of the royal bath on
Mauni Amavasya (on Wednes-
day) and other auspicious bath-

ing days for the Maha Kumbh
Mela, airfares to Prayagraj from
major cities have skyrocketed,
HT reported on Wednesday.

While the ticket costs for Del-
hi-Prayagraj flights have soared
to ¥20,000 or more from
#5,000, the cost of an air ticket
from Mumbai to Prayagraj
ranged anywhere between
320,000 and 56,000, Similarly,
the price of tickets for Spicelet’s
direct flight from Mumbai to
Prayagraj starts at 3¥20,482;
IndiGo’s tickets are priced at
27,851 and above. However,
flights with layovers are priced
much higher, ranging from
330,000 to ¥56,159.

This sharp rise in fares has
raised questions about the fair-
ness of pricing.

An official of IndiGo. on the
condition of anonymity,
defended the price hikes, saying:
“The airlines have not over-
charged anyone; most of the
fares are reasonable. However,
some flights that involve one or
two layovers naturally cost
more due to the increased dis-
tance. Our dynamic fares need
to be competitive.”

On Wednesday, however,
IndiGo reduced its ticket prices
to Prayagraj by 30% to 50%, the
airline’s officials confirmed,
without divulging details.
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{ MY INDIA } WEST ASIA TENSIONS

Air India to resume
direct Tel Aviv flights

Aiir India will resume direct flights to Tel Aviv
from March 2, after suspending the services in
August last year amid tensions in West Asia. Five
weekly flights will be operated from Delhi to Tel Aviv,
the airline said in a release on Wednesday. The airline
will deploy its Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner aircraft having
18 flat beds in Business Class and 238 seats in Economy
Class on the route. The non-stop flights will be
operated on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays.
Thursdays and Sundays, it added. The decision to
resume operations follows the requisite approvals.urc
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Centre asks airlines to curb

airfare hike for Kumbh Mela

Following concern over “spiralling” airfares for
flights to Prayagraj during the ongoing Maha
Kumbh festival, the Centre on Wednesday
advised airlines to ensure “reasonable” ticket
prices for devotees. IndiGo said it had slashed
airfares by 30% to 50% on all routes to and from
Prayagraj. Civil Aviation Minister K. Rammohan
Naidu held a meeting with airline representatives
“to review adequacy of air connectivity to
Prayagraj from across the country while
maintaining reasonable fares during the once in
144 years Maha Kumbh Mahotsav,” the Ministry
posted on X.
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PENTAGONSAYS COPTERHAD ‘FAIRLY EXPERIENCED CREW’

No survivors as plane carrying 64

collides with army chopper over

28 bodies found,
Trump claims
diversity in hiring
‘caused’ disaster

DAVID SHEPARDSON
& STEVEHOLLAND
WASHINGTON, JANUARY 30

MORETHAN 60 people were dead
afteran American Airlinesregional
passenger jet collided with a US.
Army Black Hawk helicopter
Wednesday and crashed into the
Potomac River near Reagan
Washington Mational Airport.

“At this point we do not be-
lieve there were any survivors,”
District of Columbia fire chief John
Donnelly said at a Thursday press
conference. Donnelly said 28 bod-
ies had been recovered from the
river so far, in what was shaping
up to be the deadliest US air dis-
asterinmore than 20 years.

“We will work to find all the
bodies and reunite them with
their loved ones,” he said.
American Aifines said 60passen-
gersand fourcrew members were
aboard the jet, while US officials
said the helicopter was carrying
three soldierson a training flight.
The helicopter had a “fairly expe-
rienced crew” that was operating
with night vision gogegles, US
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth
said on Thursday, asthe Pentagon
ordered a48-hourpausein flying
for theunitinvolvedinthe crash.

“Wehave beentold that there
are no survivors, We mourn with
all those who have been im-
pacted,” Wichita mayor Lily Wu
said. The collisionoccurred as the
jet was approaching to land at
Reagan. Radio communications
showed the chopper crew knew
the plane was inthe vicinity.

US Transportation Secretary
Sean Duffy said boththe helicop-
terand theairplane had been fly-
ing standard flight patterns, and
there had been no breakdown in
communication. Airspaceis fre-
quently crowded intheU.S, cap-
ital region, and officials have
raised concerns about busy run-
ways at Reagan National Airport.

“We do not know what led to
this crash, but we have some very
strong opinions and ideas,”
President Donald Trump said. He
blamed diversity requirements at
the Federal Aviation
Administration and his two
Democratic predecessors for the
collision saying that standards for
air traffic controllers had beentoo
lax. “For some jobs, we need the
highest level of genius,” he said.

REUTERS, WITHNYT INPUTS

$The IndianEXPRESS
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Emergency workers investigate the wreckage in the Potomac River in Washington DCon Thursday. wyT

‘| SAW AFIREBALL, THENIT WAS JUST GONE’

The collision occurred at around 9 pm in some of the world's most tightly controlled and
monitored airspace, just over 5 km south of the White House and the US Capitol.

A few minutes before crash

B Air traffic controllers ask

American Airlines Flight 5342if

itcouldland on ashorter
runway. Pilots agree.

B ATC clears the jet to land.
Plane adjusts approach to new
runway.

30 seconds before crash

B A controller asks the
helicopter if it had the plane in
sight.

B Momenits later, controller
makes another radio call to
helicopter: PAT 25 pass behind
the CR]' —apparently telling
copter towaitfor the
Bombardier CRJ-701 twin-
engine jel to pass.

B There is noreply.

Pathof helicopter

Plane was headed —.l
to this runway

Seconds later

W Aircraft collide. Plane's radio
transponder stops transmitting
about 732 mshortof runway.

W'Crash, crash, crash, thisisan
alert three,"says a controller.

Last recorded location "

= -,

The aftermath

B'ltwas.. out inthe middle of
the river,' saysanother controller.
‘I saw afireball and then it was
justgone. Thaven'tseen anything
sincethey hittheriver!

RUSSIAN SKATING DUO,
‘94 WORLD CHAMPIONS,
WERE ON BOARD PLANE

St Petersburg: Russian-borm ice
skating coaches and formerworld
champions Yeveenia Shishkova
andVadim Naumov wereamong
those aboard the American
Airlines plane that crashed into
the PotomacRiverinWashington
on'Wednesdaynight, the Kremlin
and state media said.

Shishkova and Naumov, who
were married toeach other, won
theworld championships in pairs
figure skating in 1994, They had
lived in the USsince at least 1998,
where they trained young skaters.
Shishkova and Naumov were re-
ported to have been returning
from a National Development
Camp held alongside the US
Figure Skating Championships in
Kansas, and travelling with a
groupofyoung skaters, REUTERS

Congested airspace shared by civil, military planes

DAVIDSHEPARDSON
ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA, JAN 30

THE CRASH of an American
Airlines passenger jet and a US.
Army Black Hawk helicopter
near Reagan Washington
National Airport Wednesday
highlighted issues around the
congested airspace shared by
civilian and military aircraftover
the US capital.

Military helicopters and pas-
senger airplanes are a common

sight along the Potomac Riverin
the Washington region, where
the collision happened. The area
is home to numerous military
bases and three major airports.

There have beensev-
eral near-miss incidents
at Reagan Airport that
have sparked alarm, in-
cluding a near-collision
inMay 2024 between an
American Airdines jetand
a small airplane and one in April
2024 between Southwest and
JetBlue airplanes.

"EXPLAINED

Fri, 31 January 2025
https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/76719788

The dose calls coincide witha

shortage of air traffic controllers
thathas delayed flights and raised
safety concems across the US. The
FAAin October opened an audit
_Intorunway incursion
risksat the45 busiest US
airports after a series of
near-miss incidents.

o ReaganNationalis partic-

| ularlybusy. From 2016to

2019, there were 88,000
helicopter flights within48 km of
Reagan Airport, including about
33,000 military and 18,000 law

enforcement  flights, the
Government Accountability
Office saidin2021.

US Transportabion Secretary
Sean Dulffy said Thursday the
flight paths of the two aircraft
werenot unusual forthe area and
that both the helicopter and the
airplane had been flying standard
flight patterns. Over the last two
vears, a series of near-miss inci-
dents have raised concerns about
LLS. aviation safety and the strain
onunderstaffed airtraffic-control
operations. REUTERS
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All passengers feared dead
as jet, chopper crashin DC

There was no immediate word on the cause of the midair collision

feedoackEivemincoom
ARLINGTOM, US

! l'I':l.iHII' ..'ll II.IHE'rl I '1|I|H'ﬂli'i'1'||
Alrlines jet carrying GO passen-
gers and four orew members
that collidedwith an Anmy hefi-
copterwas feared dead inwhat
wars Dileely den De the worst US avisition
dEasterinalmostaquarter centory, offi-
cinls said Thursday
A least 28 bodies were pulled from
theticy waters ofthe Potomeae Hiver aftes
the midair collision Wednesday night
when e hedbeopterapparently Tewin
the patly of the jet s it was Banding al
Honald Reagan MNatiomal Airpon near
Wash gt on, olfeials sabed,

Crews wore still searching forother
castalktics bt did not believe thene wene
anvsirvivors, whichw ol sk e
deacliest LS air crash in nearbv 24 yvears.

“Weare nowal the point where we
arvsw el g o reseoe operation o
arecovery operation,” said John Don-
oedly, the fire chielin the nation’s capi
tal. "We don't helieve there are any sur-
vivors.”

Che body of the plane was found
pipsiche devswn im hreses sections inwiist-
decpwater. The wreckage of the hell
copter was also found. Donnelly said
first responders on Thursday were
searchingan areaolthe Potomac River
as far south as the Woodrow Wilson
Brrielge, rongeh by 4 8 klometressoat bood
thyix afrpart.

Therewas oo mmedlane word o e
cause of the collision, but officials said
Might comditions were clear as the jol
corning romm Wichita, Ransas, with TS
and Russian figure shaters and others
absoard, was makiing a routine Luiding
when the helicopter flow intoits path,

*Un final approach into Heagan
Mativemal i collicedd with o mmlitary air
craftonanotherwise normalappeoach,”
American Airlines chiel Robert [som
sapcl, AL this Hme we don’Uknow why
the military aircraft cameintothe path
of the .. aircraft.”

Thipese sobi B werecnl=aro the liedi
copterduringatraining light, an Army
official previous!ysaid.

Trvwsnees Troim Ao fiver showed boals
arcund the partly submerged wingand
the mangled wreckage of the plane’s
FICFE TR

[rvesti pators will try to piece together
Ehee areralls’ Gl morments be foee e
collisson, Including contaet with alr imf
fic comtrollers aswell as a loss of altitude
Ly the passenger jet,

“Iwonld just sav that evervone who
flies in American skiesexpects thatwe
Mysately,” tmnsporalion secretry Sean
Pty satiel. T hat whiesn vou dlispart an
airport, vou get tovour destination, That
dlinhn t haappen st nigghit o inow thant
President o, his administration,
e FAA, the DO weewill not rost untdl
wir haveanswers forthe Familiesand for
Ehie Mving poblic. Yo shon o be assaired

Crews were stlll searching for ather casualties but did not bell eve there were any survivaors AFP

Ut we b vou ly vou're salie,

Heagan Alrport will reopen o Hum.
Thursdoy, the Federal Aviaticn Admin-
istration (FAA) announced. The FAA
prevlonsly saied it wonbel beeelosed until
S5a.m. Friday,

Doy was askeed e could reassire
Americamsthat the IS sl T i b safies
abrspace in the world,

“Can Tauarantes the American fiyving
puhlic that the United States has the
pnnst safe il secore admspace in the
woirleD? A the answer tohat is, absa
lutelyves, we do,” he said

The night was clear, the plane and
helicopter were both in standard flight
patterns and there was standard com-
mnimdcation befween Ui

killed, it will make @ the deadliest LS
airline ersh sinee 12 Noviemn bee 2000,
when an American Adrlines fight just
after theofl crashed intoa residential
area ol Belle Harbor, New York, killing
all 260 people aboared,

Th Bast major Garad crash involving a
TS commimereci] airine ocoiuremesd in 2008
noar Buffale, New York, Evervone
abwgrd the Bombssrdier TRIC -8 progel
ler plane was killed, inchading 15 pas-
serpgers, bwo pilods and two Dight
attendants, Awother person on the
ground also died. bringing the tatal
el ol o A0, An vestigation deler
mined that the captain aecidentally
camserd the prlane to stall as i approached

the airportin Bl

aircraft and the tower At least 28 Massenoers on Wednes-
[ty said bodies were day's flight included a

“We have early indioa pulled from grotg of fgure shaters
tors of what happened the icy waters of their cocclves and fanily
here,” Dafty said, though tha Dotamac members who were
he declined 1o elabaorabe Ri f the reduiendog v adbevielop-
Turther pengding an invesi I\l'.EfE_I . el carnp that followed

midair crash

gtion

It was not dnususl o
have amilitary aircraft v
ng the river and an aircraft landing at
e aepaonrt, he sabd Askoed i the plane
was yware that therewasa helicopterin
Chyer ey, My samcd e womalelsay thit thae
Ivilcaspuesr wors awarre dhat there was o
plane in the area.

sked aboud President Donalid
'I'm||||lhll}.*;;u*.l]ligil:.lllul'.l'I'II:'_;JiLH:- dal
mixliapost that the collision coubkd have
been prevented, Dually said, “From what
I've sevm o far, do | think this was pre-
vientable? Alsolutedy.”

[hefepse secmetary Pele Hegseth did
not appsear a b the Thorscday moming
press conference. He was expectiod 1o
hrieTreportersat the Peneagon ker,

I evieryvome aboand | e plane was

the US Figure Skating
Champlonshages in Wich
ita.

“Weare devastated by thisunspeala-
Faber Bragesdy saned holdd thievictims” Bl
lies closely in our hearts,” US Figure
Skiatirgg saicl i statement

Twein gt s codi hesswere dilen i Raed
b the liremlin s Hussian igureskaters
Evprenin Shishbeova mwd Vadim Maormoy,
whevwon the pairs ithe ar the 9994 warld
championships and competed twice in
the Oy mpies, The Skating Club ol Bos
P Mt t b as coaches and thedr son
Maxim Naromaow, is a comypetitive figare
shater forthe Us

Fhe FAX said the midalr crash
ocourred before O pon EST insome ol
e vnost tightly controdled and moni
poredd alespace i the workd, jost over

thrie milessouth of the White House
el the Capitol,

American Adrlines Flight 5542 was
inboumd o Reagan National at analti
tupciesol oot -BOCHT amel aspecd ofalo
225 krnphy when it suffered amapid loss of
altinncde oweer thie Potormac River, accoril
b bov chabis Fromm s mdio ransponder
The Canadion-made Bombardier CELI-
TO1 rwinesengine je, mumGetured in
20004 can be confimured to carmy upto
T0 passengers

A few et b fore Landing, ar oeald
fic controllers asked the ariving com-
proereml jet i conld fand on the shorter
Rumway 2321 Ieagan National and the
pilots said they were able. Controllers
them cleared the plane to lmed on Bun
way 4 Flight trackingsites showed the
plane adjust its approach to the new
FUIWELY,

Less than 30 seconds hefore (he
crash, an mr trafficcontroller asled the
BielicopteriTa bl theardving planein
sight. The controdler made another
ridio call to the helicopter moments
ater: “PAT 25 pass behined the CRLY
seconds after that, the two aircrafit col-
lided.

e plane's mdio transponder
stopped transmitting about 2, 000 R
shosrt of the runway, roughly over the
ridilellesad the elvier

Vides from an observation cameraat
tha ety Benmedy Centre shomed two
wets of lights ronsistent with aircrafi
appearing tojoin in o fircball

The US Army describird the belicop
teeras LTG0 Blackhowk buvser] at For

Yelvoirin Virginia, The helicoptor was
o a fraaminz Miggho. Military aircraft fre-
cpuienily comdiet oraining Dighis ionand
arovnd the congested and heavily-re-
stricted airspace around the nation's
capital for fandliarization
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Alr India to resume
Delhi-Tel Aviv flights

NEW DELHI: Air India will
resume direct flights to Tel Aviv
from March 2, after suspend-
ing the services in August last
year amid tensions in the Mid-
dle East.

Five weekly flights will be
operated from the national
capital to Tel Aviv in Israel,
the airline said in a release on
Wednesday.

The airline will deploy its
Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner air-
craft having 18 flat beds in
Business Class and 238 seats
in Economy Class on the route.

The non-stop flights will be
operated on Mondays, Tues-
days, Wednesdays. Thursdays
and Sundays.

The decision to resume
operations on the Delhi-Tel
Aviv route follows the requi-
site approvals, the release said.

REPRESENTATIVE PIC

In August 2024, the air-
line had suspended the direct
flights in view of the escalat-
ing tensions between Israel and
Iran,

On Tuesday, Israel's tour-
ism minister Haim Katz said
he was pushing for direct flight
from Mumbai to Tel Aviv by
Air India and Israeli airline
EL AL AGEMCIES
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Government asks airlines to maintain
reasonable airfares for Prayagraj {lights

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: Amid persist-
ing concerns over exorbitant
airfares for Prayagraj flights,
the Civil Aviation Ministry on
Wednesday asked airlines to
maintain reasonable prices,
and sources said the coun-
try’s largest carrier IndiGo has
reduced the fares to Prayagraj
in the range of 30-50 per cent.

The development also
comes on a day when Con-
sumer Affairs Minister Pralhad
Joshi said airfares for Prayagraj
flights are “exorbitantly high”
and urged aviation watchdog
DGCA to take steps to reduce
the prices.

In the wake of the Kumbh
Mela and resultant travel
demand, airfares have surged
for flights to Prayagraj and
the civil aviation ministry had
asked airlines to rationalise the
ticket prices.

On Wednesday, Civil Avi-

ation Minister Ram Mohan
Naidu, along with Secre!

V Vualnam, DGCA Director
General Faiz Ahmed Kidwai,
and senior officials met air-
line representatives regarding
Prayagraj flights.

They reviewed the “ade-
quacy of air connectivity to
Prayagraj from across the
country while maintaining rea-
sonable fares during the once
in 144 years Maha Kumbh
Mahotsav”, the ministry said
in a post on X.

According to the ministry,
regular coordination meet-
ings have been held to provide
a seamless and comfortable
travel experience for mil-
lions of devotees attending the
world's largest religious gather-
ing from January 13 to Febru-
ary 26, 2025.

The sources said IndiGo has
reduced the airfares for flights

to Prayagraj in the range of

30-50 per cent.

There was no comment
from the airline.

IndiGo’s fares for Delhi-
Prayagraj flights from Febru-

to 16 is now al ittle over
Rs 13,500. For January 31, the
ticket price is over Rs 21,200
and the lowest is around Rs
9,000 for February 12, as per
its website.

Currently, IndiGo, the
country’s largest airline, oper-
ates services from Lucknow,
Delhi, Kolkata, Bengaluru, and
Ahmedabad to Prayagraj.

Air ticket prices are dereg-
ulated in the country and
there is no cap or floor for the
fares.

Earlier in the day, Joshi said
the airfares being exorbitantly
high has made it difficult for
people to make travel plans to
attend the Maha Kumbh.

“Keeping consumers inter-
est in mind, we have written
to @DGCAlIndia to take steps
to reduce the prices of the air

fares,” he said in a post on X2

There were no immediate
comments on the Prayagraj
flight airfares from Air India,
Alkasa Air, and Spicefet.

On Monday, the civil avi-
ation ministry said steps are
being taken to rationalise air-
fares for flights to Prayagraj and
the number of flights has been
increased to cater to the rising
traffic demand.

Currently, there are 132
flights operating with approxi-
mately 80,000 monthly seats to
Prayagraj from various Indian
cities. Prayagraj is connected
directly with 17 cities against
cight in December 2024.

The ministry, on Mon-
day, said Prayagraj is well
connected with direct and
connecting flights reaching 26
cities, including Srinagar and
Visakhapatnam.

The Maha Kumbh, which
started on January 13, will con-
clude on February 26.
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Maha Kumbh: Akasa flies
more Prayagraj flights

MNEW DELHI: Akasa Alr has reduced
tickat prices for flights to Prayagral
by 30-45% and increased number
of flights to the city, sources said
on Thursday in the wake of the
government asking alilines to
main tain reasonable fares. Alrfares
for the flights to Prayagraj have
been on the rise in view of the
Maha Kumbh, which commenced
on January 13 and will conclude

on February 26, On Wednesday,
civil aviation ministry asked
airlines to increase flights and
miain tain reasonable aifares for
Prayagra] flights. ENS
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Hotels, airlines see upswinginprofitsamid Mahakumbh

AGENCIES
NEW DELRI 29 JANLIARY

The Mahakumbh mela has
become a boon for the hos-
pitality sector and airlines
with profits expected to finm
up amid soanng demand.
This is being refllected in
the rise in the share prices
aof companies such as
Benares Hotels, a subsidiary
of the Tata Group's Indian
Hotels.

Theshare price of Benanes
Hotels Lid in the morning
trude on Wednesday went
up to Rs 10,610,00 on the
BSE which represents an
11.50 per cent increase from
the previous closing price
of Rs 9,552 .95 on Tuesday.

The stock price of this
smallcap hotel company
hiis Been rising amid decline
in the BSE Sensex and small-

cap segment.

Benanes Hotels Ltd o per-
dates Ta) Ganges and Taj
MNadesarPalace m Varmnas
aned Ginper, Gondin in Maha
rashira. The Indian Hotels
Company Limited (THCL)
is the ultimate Hold ing Com-
pany of Benames Hotels

For the third quarter
(Orctober-December).
Benares Hoiels announced
4 20 per cent veur-on-veur
(¥oY) increase in net profit
at Rs 13.6 erore. The com-
pany's revenue rose 16.2
per cent in Rs 40,1 crore
during the quarter.

According to the com-
pany, the KumbhMela and
refated travel in the region
have led to an increase in
domestic demand and the
revenue s expected o surpge.

Airlmesamre another seg-
ment that has benefited
from dhe high demand resuli-
ing from the increase in

fares during Mahaokumbh
as demand has surged.

Airfares to Prayograj from
maojor cities have skyrock-
eted. While the ticket costs
for Delhito Pmyagraj fights
have soared w 20,000 or
more from 5000 earlier,
the Mumbai to Prayagraj
flighits are costing berween
20,0 vy SO0,

Flying non-stop from
[3elhito Prayegraj with Akasa
Arrlineswill cost one 24,262
while Air Imdia is charging
28,719 for the same route,
Flights with layovers are
EVEN MOTE eXpensive.

Similarly, the price of
thckets for Spicelet's direct
flight from Mumbai to Prva-
graj starts at 20,482,

Drirect flighes from Hyder-
ahad to Pravagraj were fully
booked tll the last week of
February, forcing travelers
o go forconnecting Mights.

The fastest route, involving
a one-hourlayoverin Mum-
bai, takes fve hours and is
pricedat 28,901 for January
249, A day later. on January
10, the same flight is priced
at 36,901.

Meanwhile, an ICRA
report has stated thm the
Indian hotel industry is
poised for a 7-9 per cent
revenue growth in FY2025,
driven by strong domestic
leisure travel demand and
evenis like weddings and
business ravel,

ICRA extpects occu pancy
to hit decadal highs, with
tier-11 cities and spiritual
tourism contributing sig-
nificanthy.

While domestic iourism
remains o keyvdriver, foreign
tourist arrivals have vet to
rebound fully post-Covid,
contingent on the plobal
economic climate.
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44X The right to travel with dignity

tional airline is set to become the

world’s first Autism Certified Airline.
Over 30,000 of the airline staff will be
trained in autism awareness and sensory
sensitivities among other things. The
idea, says the official communication, is
to ensure a more inclusive travel experi-
ence for families and caregivers of per-
sons with special needs.

Research indicates that 78% of fami-
lies with autistic members are hesitant

I n a groundbreaking move, an interna-

to travel, and 94% would do so more fre-

quently if staff were trained in autism
awareness. We all know why:

Air travel can be overwhelming, es-
pecially for those on the autism spec-
trum, due to unfamiliar environments

and sensory overload.
And most airline

staff are clueless

about handling such

a situation. In 2022, at
Ranchi airport, a

child with special needs
was denied boarding, citing his agitat-
ed state as a safety concern. The airline
faced widespread criticism for its lack
of empathy and was subsequently
fined %5 lakh by the DGCA.

The insensitivity does not end with
autistic persons. Last year, Arushi
Singh, a wheelchair-bound passenger
with a lifelong disability, was asked
multiple times to stand up during a se-
curity check at the Kolkata airport.

World’

Agree? Disagree? Got a POV idea? Write to us at: pov@timesofindia.com

s first ‘Autism Certified Airline' trains staff
iverse passengers

sist neur

od

Arushi took to social media to call out
the CISF’s lack of understanding and
assistance and filed a petition in the
Supreme Court. It shook up the system
well enough for the apex court to man-
date enforcement of additional airport
guidelines “for Dignified Assistance to
Persons with Disabilities.”

This aviation milestone is an urgent
reminder that true accessibility must
extend beyond airports and airlines to
every aspect of public life. As any car-

egiver will tell you, our
public spaces, modes of
mass transport, our
streets and entertain-
ment arenas, make no
concessions for those who

need assistance. Reunions, birthdays,
weddings, dinner with family and
friends or enjoying a long weekend
away - all the simple joys of life we take
for granted - do not come easy for them.

For most, it is about choosing seats
with extra legroom, or a favourite bev-
erage. For persons with disabilities and
their families, it is something as basic
as travelling with dignity.

In a world where everyone’s forever on
the move, one hopes no one is left behind.
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All 67 feared dead as airliner, army
copter collide, crash into DC river

BARELY MILES FROM WHITE HOUSE AHD PENTAGON

Deadliest US Air
Disaster Since '01

Washington: Sixty seven
people were feared dead after
an American Airlines pas-
senger jet collided with a US
Army Black Hawk helicop-
ter on Wednesday night and
crashed into the frigid Poto-
mac River near Reagan Was-
hington National Airport.
Sixty passengers and fo-
ur crew members were abo-
ard the jet flying from Wichi-

» Air accident deaths per
million over the years, P 20

ta in Kansas, while the chop-
per was carrying three soldi-
ers on an annual proficiency
training flight.

The crash site was repor-
ted to be barely miles from
White House and Pentagon.

Photo: NYT

> Flight conditions clear as
American Airlines jet from
Kansas is about to land at
Washington's Reagan airport

» Both plane & Black Hawk
in standard flight patterns; no
breakdown in communication
between the two and ATC

» Suddenly, the helicopter
comes into jet’s path. Video
shows collision and explosion
> Russian ice-skating couple
- ex-world champs — dead.
So is their son, an ice skater,
and many of his teammates

“We have been told there
are no survivors,” Wichita
mayor Lily Wu said. Twenty
eight bodies had beenrecove-
red from the river till reports
last came in.

It's not known what led to

> Trump blames army pilot
and ATC controllers. Also
accuses Obama and Biden of
‘lowering air safety standards’

> Pentagon launches probe,
in new defence secretary
Pete Hegseth'’s 1st big test

> 300 near collisions
involving commercial
airlines in US in past 12 mths
> 43 yrs ago, a plane
crashed into a nearby bridge
& fell into the same Potomac
river, leaving 74 people dead

FULL COVERAGE | P 20

the crash — the deadliest US
airdisaster since Nov 12, 2001
—considering radio commu-
nications between ATC and
the Black Hawk showed its
crew knew the plane was in
thevicinity. “Everythingwas

The wreckage of the Bnmbardwr
CRJ 700 against the backdrop of
Reagan airport on Thursday

standard in the lead-up to the
crash,” US transportation se-
cretary Sean Duffy said. “Do
[ think this was preventable?
Absolutely.” reuters

»Skating couple, P 20
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Year
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021
2022

2023

10yrs
total

Deaths in air
accidents
B 638
EZ

Bis

119

I 512

Il 240

125
121
B 158
| 72

55.5
56.3
e
57.6
578
58.4
63.5
69.7
62.3
61.7
599.5m

Total deaths Air accident deaths per
(million)

million total deaths

Air accident
deaths from
International
Air Transport
Association
(IATA)

15
1.8
3.5
0.3
8.9
4.1

2
L1
2.5
1.2
36

Worst fatal crash of commerecial jet in US since 09

was the most serious air

disaster involving a com-
mercial jet in US in over a deca-
de. In Feb 2009, Colgan Airflight
3407 crashed into a house outsi-
de Buffalo before it was to land,
killing 49 aboard and one per-
son in the house. There has not
been a fatal commercial plane
crash in US inalmost 16 years.

"‘l“*he crash on Wednesday

Notable air disastersinUS:
2006, Kentucky | Comair air-
craft crash kills 49

2001, New York | American Air-
lines flight hits a residential
area, all 260 on board die

2001 | 3,000 die as 19 al-Qaida hi-
jackers seize control of four jet-
liners; 2 planes crash into NYC
WTC; third into Pentagon; fo-
urthintoafield in Pennsylvania
2000, California | Alaska Airli-
nes flight falls into Pacific Oce-
an, killing 88
1996, New York | Trans World
Airlines flight crashes in the
Atlantic Ocean, 230 die
1996, Florida | Valujet Airlines
flight crash kills 110
1994, Indiana | American Eagle
flight crash kills 68
1994, Pittsburgh | USAir flight
crashes, 132 die

989, lowa | United Airlines

flight crash kills 111

1987, Michigan | Northwest
Airlines flight crashes, 154 die
1985, Texas | Delta Airlines fli-
ght crasheskills 134

1982, Louisiana | Pan Americ-
an flight crash kills 145. ap

43 years ago, aplane crash
on Potomac left 78 dead

On Jan 13, 1982, a jet bound
for Florida, struck abridge over
Potomac river after taking off
from Washington National Air-
port in a snowstorm, leaving 78
dead. Air Florida Flight 90 hit
cars before splitting into pieces.
Five of 79 aboard survived. nyt
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