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BoosT 10 | INFRA Land acquisition will be carried out based on the findings of survey report and needs of AAl

Defence, AAI to survey land for Adilabad airport

PILLALAMARRI
SRINIVAS | DC
ADILABAD, DEC. 28

Area mapping has gained
importance for the pro-
posed Adilabad airport, as
it will form the basis for
preparation of the detail-
ed project report (DPR)
and land acquisition. Offi-
cials from the defence min-
istry and the Airports Au-
thority of India are expect-
ed to begin mapping the
area before the DPR is
finalised. Land acquisition
will be carried out based

on the findings of the sur-
VEY.

Officials will examine
multiple factors, including
residential areas, agricul-
tural land, high-tension
electricity towers, land
availability, and other
technical aspects.

According to sources, the
government is keen to
develop the Adilabad air-
port as a multi-operational
facility, accommeodating
cargo services, training
for Indian Air Force (IAF)
personnel, and civil avia-
tion operations.

© OFFICIALS WILL exam-
ine multiple factors, inc-
luding residential areas,
agricultural land, high-
tension electricity towers,
land availability, and
other technical aspects.

Adilabad BJP MP Godam
Nagesh said the airport
proposal gained momen-
tum due to joint initiatives
of state and Centre. He
added CM A. Revanth
Reddy had shown interest
in developing the airport
to meet Telangana’s future

aviation needs.

Nagesh said identifying
the site where land would
be acquired was crucial, as
acquisition was a sensitive
component involving sev-
eral technicalities. He said
the state government has
issued GO 73 to acquire 700
acres for the proposed air-
port.

He noted that land acqui-
sition would take time, as
farmers must be willing to
part with their land, or
officials would need to per-
suade them and finalise
compensation rates. The

MP expressed confidence
that the propeosal would
gain further momentum
with the involvement of
Union minister G. Kishan
Reddy, who has visited the
proposed site.

AAI officials will take a
final call on infrastructure
components such as the
terminal building, run-
way, parking bays, and Air
Force training facilities.
The state government,
IAF, and the defence min-
istry are jointly undertak-
ing the mapping of land
earmarked for the airport.

A farmer returns home in a bullock cart after work,
passing through the old runway of the existing
aerodrome in Adilabad town on Saturday, where the
state and Central governments have proposed a new

airport. — PILLALAMARRI SRINIVAS



Corporate Communications Directorate

AIF?PLJH 'S ALI 1 HC‘-'F-?iT‘Y I'JF iNU!ﬁ.

AMAE UJALA

DELHI

20 DECEMBER 2025

UEe TROTH 973 AT HEE Pt A1 2rft died, [ A Q51
&1 U5itavT 2t @ e & foe uide @i fear smem

Aiesi earuld & e O 9919 &6l
Hiw1, Hebifd u? 3meshl A

276 YT % foTT o0 & 54 TN 3Moe

2T e s s & A
i 2w W TE ofterd & R
T W 9 U HERE W
foen wE Wy & rh w8
wim 973 s & fw T F
ST & T s gt o
w7 fem &1 T 9 e ST
BT it pe & e e ane fom

S o o Wi e A
dsfim & o et & am ) ad
WET G EEvTEE T
Taar wi s oag fad o =

e

e FEE- 18 5 O o =9 U 274 T e

TS G Y | A 54 BT M S T T T 6 s
T T A S5 e S ) W 2024 # Fwew-aan F
451 WHEE FI A= 3T 2023 § W 1154 [ET ST SwEEE e | o
T S S W HEEh v wew T A waw B e el | s

\pubE o et nfn o g 8

T B R S e
wife # e SR F A
973 ET T UEA T 15,
18 ¥ 24 5 W | T He e
= v H 10 B e |
s #1 WEi 162, 183, 184, 200,
213 M 290 = WA AFH &
AT YEEE ITEE F ) A
T =T AmE i gEA 6 AR &
sEE 7t e w9 a e
UEAET B Wi 35000 T [
T Wi 3 Tl qE R | e
aﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂfaﬂa:aﬁvml
-5 H A 3000 sEE
T

T A 6 A e o1
fom st e e TETE
o WA HE-5 H A A
T S TR W T
T 1 | 31 T T W I i
#1 T W w1 IEeR 0 m A
TS o e ol i W
w1 WEW %I GE Wi 3000
TR AT S-S TR
IR A AN | A e w5

T TE W T T
mwmﬁlaﬁﬂqmm

¥ fom = Hr fE ) W
T AT T - T RO
TH T T T w

ST TIUIE <kt Wieg oo
el § TESH eigdd

e AT A SeTeTE T
T a0 F A a A B
wfirre P () o Pl
afFal 19 ST T
[t (o) | 3 o AR
ittt an e & fr ovda @
qai T TR T A I
& A Al sfiey 7 sER
¥ ot Hge G & O A o dll
st Tt
w0 o sl o g el
w3 =R o o e A s
% TR ST o e Fo A
I Tt I i w
SR o TR ¢ i A o
T T T TS & T T
ATAgE, dlE T I I
el W] HE o B e i
mfer ol sftr o a8
q @ i B g2 A i fa
fed o5 @ 21w 81 °El, =
Fithree W 99 Il o W

siefaral w3l A w0
=il Tai o o T sl &
fermmm & i dom = w1 b
ﬂmwﬁﬂmﬂﬁ i
s gfim gt m
oE T 36 WA g A e
T ETAE @ 3 R S A
A & o ofes sl | o
fir gl & wREs 2w T i
FEh 38 T dofr o
T T T T A R
IR 3 gEa o A A s o
75 T e o | e
fr =t & st o ol A @
meplzﬂ"tﬁrhm
i TR Tgues T o e o A
St 3 £ By Al s s A
Felea FTHEUE H T
yftrir 9 el I
Hader, F=00 0 3R o o .
HoEs A IgEe o T 8 I5E A
—hmmqmﬁuﬁmﬂﬁr
?ﬁlﬂlmfﬁﬂ?ﬂhﬁﬂuhﬁﬂ.ﬂ
e p B B sl i
fmr &1




;&HQFLHﬂlﬁﬁuleﬂJPYTY(JFINLHﬁ.

Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAR UJALA DELHT 20 DECEMEEE 2025

AlTET RO & foe Der Arver
A3 15 FAfoees o

R Se 7, Al @t wi ik Refifaferdt a1 w7

T AT AmE s
HEE (FE TR ) F T H
urel f27 AmEr W == "EatE
piierekshfnceke Realk Al ic
T HH TR 54 o
AME A 15 THiagE oF T F
T I O

FHE o W W w2 T R,
ffm m miEs % IueeE iR
FOA = TR 2 T AT uiies A
T 52 790 g e
ﬁ-qﬁf nﬁmhmﬂnmmm
w s w1 o wE & o

ifaR e = HE A S S
TR % IF R E i Ae s
HETE FOAE B e 1w |
=R WA #) R T
A= H# OwENE TR HIE A
w1 A A oW iR o
U= ¥ WA w0 § 32 AE
# 1 AT TR A A waE i
TS | AW FEl W 15 Feleeh =l
F HAEE W OTEE f) w6
TIoeea AT =T w1 fEfAEEE =
T 5 R T T



AIRF"UF{T S AUT HUR#TY OF iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BANGALORE MIRROR BANGALORE 29 DECEMBER 2025

Bengaluru Airport
consortium in race
for Saudi project

MR Group has passed the
unalifying round to sub-

mit a bid for the USD 800
million new Taif International
Airport project in Saudi Arabia,
according to the MNational Center
for Privatisation & PPP of the Ara-
bian country.

Besides GMR, Bengaluru
International Airport Ltd -
Tamasuk consortium, Turkey's
TAV Airports - Mada International
Holding consortium, lrish com-
pany Daa International-led con-
sortium, and Kalyon Insaat con-
sortium, were qualified for the
project bidding,

The project will be taken up
under a Public-Private Partnership
{(PPP} model under a Build-
Transfer-Operate (BTO) contract
for a period of 30 vears including
the construction period.

The new Taif International
Airport will include a well-equipped
commercial passenger terminal
building aligned with the airport's
projected capacity and demand,
along with facility buildings, utility
networks, car parks, and access
roads that enable the standard oper-
ation of the airport. PTI
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iriplets, 1 lives
Bhubaneswar, Dec. 28: A
three-year-old tigress,
Jayashree, delivered three
cubs at Nandankanan
Zoological Park on
Saturday, but only one cub
survived, zoo authorities
said on Sunday.

The birth marked
Jayashree's first litter after
a gestation period of 101
days. She had mated with a
normal-coloured tiger,
Amit, with mating recorded
between September 15 and
17, 2025.
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Tiger, leopard
Warangal, Karimnagar,
Dec. 28: Forest authorities
have issued high alerts in
Jayashankar Bhupalpally
and Rajanna Sircilla districts
following a tiger and leop-
ard attacks on livestock
over the weekend. In
Jadalpeta of Chityala man-
dal, Jayashankar
Bhupalpally district, a tiger
killed an ox and dragged
the carcass over 100
metres. A leopard attacked
sheep and goat herds in
Konaraopet mandal on
Saturday night.
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RGIA RECEIVES
BOMB HOAX
THREATS AGAIN

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, DEC. 28

Two international fights
arriving at the Rajiv Gandhi
International Airport (RGIA)
received bomb threat emails
on Saturday morning.

According to the RGIA out-
post police, around 9 am, an
email was received at GMR's
customer support claiming
that a flight arriving from
Jeddah was carrying a con-
cealed explosive device and
warning of an “imminent dis-
aster”. Minutes later, a similar
email was received with
respect to a flight coming from
Calicut to Hyderabad. Police
said both emails carried iden-
tical content and language.

Airport authorities alerted
security agencies and stan-
dard operating procedures
were followed. The aircraft
were checked after landing
and no suspicious ohject was
found, police said.

An official with the airport
police station said the emails
were sent through Outlook
accounts and appeared to be
part of a pattern of repetitive,
non-specific threats. “Such
emails have been coming
repeatedly and do not mention
any concrete details. However,
FIRs are being registered for
every threat email,” the offi-
cial said.

Police said bomb threat
emails have been received on
alternate days this week. In
the past three months alone,
RGIA police have registered
around 30 cases related to
hoax bomb threats, including
the two received on Saturday.
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GMR in race for airport
project in Saudi Arabia

GMR Group has passed the
qualifying round to submit a
bid for the $800 million new
Taif International Airport pro-
ject in Saudi Arabia. Besides
GMR, Bengaluru International
Airport- Tamasuk consortinm,
Turkey's TAV Airports - Mada
International Holding consor-
tium, Irish company Daa
International-led consortium,
and Kalyon Insaat consortium,
were qualified for the project
bidding The project will be

taken up under a PPP model
under a BTO contract for a
period of 30 years including the
construction period. The new
airport will include a well-
equipped commercial passen-
ger terminal building aligned
with the airports projected
capacity and demand, along
with facility buildings, wtility
networks, car parks, and access
roads that enable the stndard
operation of the airport.

—Frn
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Cheruvally airport stay revives Kodumon land push

HD Bureau
THIRUVANANT HAP LIF &4

A court decision setting aside
a land acquisition notification
at Cheruvally has reopened a
long-running debate over the
proposed Sabarimala airport,
with local  representatives
and civil society groups re-
newing calls o relocate the
project  to  governme
nt-owned landin Kodumon
The ruling by the Kerala
High Court has removed, for
now, the legal basis for ac-
quiring private estates at
Cheruvally, a plantation belt
+hat haz bean at the cantre of

controversy since the airport
plan surfaced.

Petitioners had challenged
the notification on  proce-
dural and substantive gro-
unds, arguing that statutory
requirements were not met
and that the public purpose
claimed by the state was in-
adequately established, The
court accepted key ohjections
and quashed the notification,
directing authorities to ad-
here strictly to due process if
the project were o be pur-
sued again,

Within hours of the jud
gment, demands resurfaced

for the airport to be sited on
government land at Kod
umoen, & proposal that has
circulated intermittently for
more than a decade. Pro po
nents contend that Ko dumon
offers a legally cleaner and
socially less disr uptive alt
ernative, reducing the risk of
prolonged litigation and co
mpensation disputes. They
also argue that a publicly
owned parcel would align
better with envim nmental
safeguards and community
consent, both of which have
been flashpoints in the Ch
eruvally plan.

Within hours of the judgment, demands
resurfaced for the airport to be sited
on government land at Kodumon

Cheruvally, located in the
eastern highlands, has drawn
sustained opposition  from
plantation workers, nearby
residents and environmental
groups, They point to forest
corridors, water sources and
livelihood impacts, warning
that large-scale construction
could alter fragile ecosy-
stems, The areas history of
land tenure disputes has fu-
rther complicated acquisition
efforts, with questions raised
over ownership, valuation
and rehabilitation packages.

By comtrast, Kodumons
advocates say the pover-

nment land identified there
avoids many of these pitfalls.
They cite proximity o exi-
sting road networks and
claim that preliminary ass-
essments indicate fewer en-
vironmental sensitivities,
Local leaders from Path-
anamthitta district have pr-
essed the state to commission
a transparent feasibility study
for Kedumon, including ru-
nway orientation, airspace
safety and conmnectivity to
pilgrimage routes.

Officials, while ackno-
wledging the courts order,
have adopted a cautious tone,

The transport department
has said it will examine the
judgment in detail before
charting the next steps. Se-
nior bureaucrats familiar
with the file note that any re-
vival of the Cheruvally option
would require a fresh noti-
fication, comprehensive
impact assessments and co-
nsultations, all of which could
extend timelines.

Shifting to Kodumon swould
not be swift either, they add,
as avistion regulators de-
mand rigorous technical cl-
earances regardless of land
ownership,



AIRPUR ISAUT HORIT‘I’ OF iNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDU

CHENINA L

29 DECEMBEER 2025

IndiGo's operations will be flights 6E 898,899, departing Chennai at
6.10 a.m., with the return flight leaving NMI at 7.40 p.m.

IndiGo to begin flight services from
T.N. to Navi Mumbai airport today

Murali N. Krishnaswamy
CHENNAI

The country’s new green-
field airport, the Navi
Mumbai International Air-
port (NMI), will be air-
linked with Tamil Nadu
from December 29, with
IndiGo beginning direct
and daily flights from
Chennai and Coimbatore.

An aviation source said
the 186-seat all-economy

class Airbus A320 services
will be linked to the first
phase of the airport’s oper-
ational hours, from 8 a.m.
to 8 p.m.

Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport is to have
round-the-clock  opera-
tions by February 2026.

The source said that
Mumbai is operationally
challenging given the high
volume of air traffic, and
the new flights to NMI will

offer the air passenger
more choice. The airline
has nine flights a day from
Chennai, and three flights
a day from Coimbatore to
Mumbai’s Chhatrapati Shi-
vaji Maharaj International
Airport.

Key focus

Mumbai is also a sector
where IndiGo competes
with Air India, and IndiGo
will be the first to begin di-

rect flights to NMI from the
State. The Chennai opera-
tions, aimed at business
traffic, will be flights 6E
898/899, departing Chen-
nai at 6.10 a.m., with the
return flight leaving NMI at
7.40 p.m.

The Coimbatore flights
will be 6E 860, departing
NMI at 9 a.m. and arriving
Coimbatore at 10.45 a.m.,
and G6E 861, departing
Coimbatore at 11.15 a.m.
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Fog engulfs Noida on Monday. calenora vanay

EIGHT FLIGHTS DIVERTED

Dense fog hits operations at Delhi
airport, over 100 flights cancelled

FLIGHT OPERATIONS at Delhi’s Indira Gandhi
International (IGI) Airport were hit by dense fog on Monday
morning, leading to the cancellation of 128 flights and di-
version of eight others, according to airport sources. The
operations, however, stabilised around afternoon. Accord-
ingtothe sources, 64 arriving and 64 departing flights were
cancelled at the country's busiest airport, and eight
diverted as visibility dropped sharply across the national
capital and parts of northern India. “Due to persistent
dense fog, flight operations continue to remain under CAT
III conditions, which may result in flight delays,” airport
operator Delhi International Airport Limited said inan ad-
visory, adding that teams were working with stakeholders
to minimise inconvenience to passengers. Airlinesalso is-
sued advisories warning of possible disruptions. ENS
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GMR Group clears pre-qualification
for $800 million Saudi airport project

HYDERABAD: GMR Group
has passed the qualifying round
to submit a bid for the $800
million new Taif International
Airport project in Saudi Ara-
bia, according to the National
Center for Privatisation & PPP
of the Arabian country.
Besides GMR, Bengaluru
International Airport Ltd —
Tamasuk consortium, Turkey'’s
TAV Airports — Mada Inter-

national Holding consortium,
Irish company Daa Interna-
tional-led consortium, and
Kalyan Insaat consortium, were
qualified for the project bidding.

The project will be taken up
under a Public-Private Part-
nership model under a Build-
Transfer-Operate contract for
a period of 30 years including
the construction period.

The new Taif International

Airport will include a well-
equipped commercial passenger
terminal building aligned with
the airport’s projected capacity
and demand, along with facil-
ity buildings, utility networks,
car parks, and access roads that
enable the standard operation of
the airport. The project includes
additional expansions to meet
future subsystem requirements,
the NCP said. M
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Flights cancelled as fog blinds capital’s vision

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ New Dethi

DEMSE fog shrouded Delhi on
Monday, resulting in very poor
visibility which crippled flight
operations at the IGIA. The
capital is likely to witness
densea fog on Tuesday morning
as well, the IMD said, issuinga
‘vellow" alert. At least 123
flights were cancelled due to
low visibility “A total of 62 de-
parting flights and 61 arriving
flights were cancelled. Addi-
tionally seven flights, includ-
ing international ones, were
diverted to Jaipur,” an airport
spokesperson said.

The Air India was the worst
impacted, with cancellation of
53 flights to and from the Delhi
airport. “0Of the 53 cancella-
tions, 25 were outbound ones,”™
the spokesperson said. Many

Yehicles move amid dense fog in New Dalhi early on Monday moming | sHeENsaR vanay

Air guality returns to ‘severe’ category

Dethi recorded a 24-hour AQI of 401, in the *severe’ category. On Sunday,
the AQI stood at 390, in the 'very poor’ category. The air quality at 24
maonitoring stations was ‘severa’ while it was ‘very poor’ at 13 stations. P3

people who booked Air India
tickets claimed that they did
not have details of the morning
cancellations even at 10 pm on
Sunday night.

IndiGo, the largest domestic
operator, had 44 cancellations

to and from Delhi airport.
Flights between Delhi and De-
hradun, Amritsar, Patna,

Udaipur, Ahmedabad, Chen-
nai, Indore, and Nagpur were
among those cancelled in both
directions. Dehradun airport
too was severely impacted due
to the fog with flights to and
from Lucknow and Mumbai
impacted.

Adr India Express had seven
cancellations from the Delhi
airport. Two incoming flights
to Delhi airport were diverted.
A Spicejet spokesperson said
two of its flights to Delhi we re
diverted while two incoming
flights were cancelled.

“0Our flight from Dubai to
Delhi was diverted to Jaipur A
similar diversion was effected
for our flight from Mumbai,"”
the spokesperson sald. Incom-
ing flight= to Delhi from Mum-
bai and Bengaluru were can-
celled. Akasa Air did not
respond to calls.
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Flying high: Hindon Airport records
3,000% passenger traffic rise in 1 yr

5 LALITHA @ Rew Delhi

THE latest air traffic data re-
leased by the Alrports Author-
ity of India is a significant
boost for Hindon airport’s am-
bitions to enter the big league.
Located just 30 km from Delhi
in Uttar Pradesh's Ghaziabad,
the Indian Air Force-owned air-
field recorded 1,22.381 flyers in
November 2025, compared to
just 3,950 in November 2024,
This marks a 2 998% growth,
the highest improvement
among all airports in the coun-
try. Multiple factors have con-
tributed to this remarkable
turnaround, especially for an
airport permitted to operate
only from sunrise to sunset due
to military restrictions.
Ajrport Director Chilaka
Mahezh told this newspaper,
“Initially, only Star Air oper-
ated here, connecting Hindon
to Manded, Adampiir, and Kes-
hod under the UDAAN Scheme.
Adr India Express and IndiGo
commenced operations in
March and July this vear, re-

= T

spectively. They connect key
cities, and traffic has been ris-
ing since then. We now have an
average of 25 departures and
25 arrivals daily"” Mahesh add-
ed, “The public in Delhi-NCR
and Western UP prefer travel-
ling via Hindon, as they avoid
commuting through traffic to
reach Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Adrport.”

An Adr India Express spokes-
person said, “0ur operations
from Hindon began on 1st
March 2025. We connect to nine
direct destinations—Bengalu-

ru, Bhubaneshwar, Chennai,
Goa, Jaipur, KEolkata, Mumbai,
Patna, and Varanasi—with 47
departing flights weekly"
IndiGo stated it operates 40
weekly departures from Hin-
don using A320 aircraft, includ-
ing daily flights to Ahmedabad,
Bengaluru, Mumbai, and Kolk-
ata, along with six weekly
flights to Chennai and Patna.
Kev developments this vear
include the incorporation of the
SITA network for its ticketing
centre. Cab operators Rapido
and Buzzway are functioning,
while Ola and Uber have recent-
ly been allocated parking bays.
Mahesh added that increas-
ing aircraft parking slots would
further boost patronage. “We
had another round of talks with
Defence authorities last week.
We require 34 500 square meters
of their land to increase our
parking slots from two to six.”
AAT began operations at Hin-
don Airport, built at a cost of
T46.6 crore, from October 11,
2018, primarily to facilitate
UDAAN operations.
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After chaos, Indigo
director transferred

AGE CORRESPONDENT standards, besides the

NEW DELHI, DEC. 29

In a direct fallout of the
IndiGo fiasco, the Director
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has divested its
director operations
Ravinder Jamwal of the
additional charge of flight
standards directorate
(FSD)and handed over the
charge to another officer:

Mr Jamwal is the first
official from the DGCA to
be transferred out nearly
20 days after the mass
flight cancellations by
IndiGo on December 5.
The regulator had earlier
removed four flight opera-
tions inspectors (FOIs)
who were hired on con-
tractual basis from vari-
ous airlines.

Mr Jamwal, posted as
director of operations at
the DGCA, was holding
the charge of airspace and
air navigation services

additional charge of the
FSD wing at the DGCA
headquarters. At the
DGCA, Jamwal was in
charge of the FDTL
norms that became one of
the reasons for massive
flight cancellations.

No reason has been
given by the DGCA for the
action but it is evident
that steps were taken in
the wake of the IndiGo
incident in which
Jamwal's role at FSD was
questioned by several avi-
ation experts.

"Ravinder Singh
Jamwal, director of opera.
tions, holding additional
charge of flight standards
directorate along with
existing charge of air
space and air navigation
services standards, has
been posted to airspace
and ANS at the headquar-
ters until further orders,”
the DGCA said in an order.



Corporate Communications Directorate

AIRPORISAUTHORITY OF INDIA

AMAR UJALA

DELHI

30 BECEMBER 2025

HideTeR-pIeR BT BeR, 600 I3 d 100 ¢ WHIfT

HIB R U1 7 AT, B3 57T G I, WG AR ARSI P e e

T TAT =

¢ fareeit) O3 397w 1 o
ViRt 3F 5 R & FET
i & | aEm 1R HJrE e
T FIEG BFN TEN FE O
90 ¥ A i omd ) el %
I W=F W oA W W,
femil # #1 e00 | =T TIH
wfer 78 3w 100 | i 3
Wil fiifea = & 27 @ =

=T, AT 4 A O,
wrEE 3 faEn | vieeRt &
¥ TR, T T T AR
=1 o7 & e A | 4-5
it =it frome &1 =t &1 99
%0 feedl § da=n 79 | gmEn
o9 7% o ¥ FE0 W
e | TyEm 50 die, e

v
\

ferofl ¥ Hiaw Hae O B! & dig wpm A T e

weguuT Ft ot "I, faee § vegans fRr 400 % uw
feremel-OrEtAT | S F AT O T # ) SR 9 SR A s
¥ arquam, foeelt #9124 W2 W rEm A AR (UREE) 401
3fiT = = 410 T WS 9 U 318, T2 TE 4 356, Mwaes
H 393 5 " § 316 = R ), o wEn wE Ao H # s A2

B9 FE F 00 e e e v
TEOEVETE W 128 IPR R AT | W, W e
s, Fl s i T W e4- | oo T

64 T3 wiNE of) 35 SERR A | = | 0 TIE
T TR H UM T AT 470 | TR A 9,

g faeifa 72 1 590 weE TEm OE | R e amd feesht
v | e 24 e w1 A g | v | 0
W vFand ot 16 B2 A wie
= % A Jam | OF W 9w F w0 24 Wt
Tt = A waiEe v @) Awn O v o w
AT WA 16169 TFRATR
B 37 fowm S e v 12,30 92 6 99 T
of | ¢ forell T TR e TEN U 15,30 HE, 18
feemit wmrey el WA 16 W s o e e
T 16 5 30 foEE =1 &0 T 9w T
3w i 24 w0 e f 2H s s-0 2
1 20 & =9 o 1 a0 il = ad § o St o2

#Wﬁmﬂh.m Eia%miﬁﬁmﬁ:m|wmﬂ ﬂdﬂﬁ‘m,ﬁnﬁﬁmﬁmaﬁv AL, FEE, qﬂﬁﬂﬂ? s
F SO § 50 Wt 7 F W AW 0o ® 79 g 30 Mew, foeel F wow sl wwren A 50 e wem § veferw & & A A
AT AN AT e A4 TameaemEie S Tm S ammm, s




HIeara Aaasrs gfsessm

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

ANMAER UJALA DELHI 20 DECEMBER Z0Z5

i | uraeret &
Ol | St TSt derad

=% faein) 2w o e = Bl v ded
e 7 399 TSRl W AU HE F A 2
T o e f =9 ofg w1 f) T # e
WAV i TEAL] % FO E§ 4,500 IPH F
TR T THES 9T F o e
I @ e

= F oaEn, SR F fu s v
2,000 ¥ | HEFT 3,000 ¥ v W i
& 1,500 57 B e 2R (B &
fou A & A W oArn) v | o 1,000 T T
T TR R T 1 R 1 WA | e
e & fF 32 & s mE e J F R
A e Frres i il e w1 A Ee
T W, dlew qeia 4 W 72 faim geeE .
A 5 | T S e TR i s
q AT WHEE F F9E F O o & A
Heg ER & Tofec vk Ala )



#%ﬁ?F&JHJESAl!thJHiT¥EJFihﬂ)“&

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS LINE DELHI 30 DECEMBER 2025

Morning fog likely to
disrupt flights at Delhi
airport until Dec 31

T
Dur Bureau
New Delhi

Dense fop conditions are
likely to disropt air traffic
movement during the morn-
ing hours at the Indira
Gandhi  Intermational  Air-
port  (IGI} Hll anoond
Dnccmb-u?'il.EDZSI. i

According to svistion and
weather advisories, North
India is expected to face fo
conditions during the :ar.'rf
hours over the next fcwdmz

Consequenthy, authorities
have cautioned passengers
about possible deloys and
cancellations over the next
few days due to reduced vis-
ihility, On Monday moming
(December 29, 2025), dense
fog blanketed the national
capital region, leading to a
shgrp :lr?;[!!n vislbiiig.r and
impacting flight operations
atIGI Airport.

The rumway visual range
(EVR) fell to around 50 m
during the carly moming
hours, forcing operations
under CAT-II1 {Category [T
instrument landing system)
conditions.

FLIGHT MOVEMENTS
MNotably, the airport, on an
average, handles around 95

ight movements per hour,
or nearly 1,200 fights daily.

As per airport data, there
were 130 cancefla-
tions till mid-afternoon on
Mondsy. The readin
fightradar?4.com  showed
that the sverage arrival and
departure delays increased
due to the cascading impact
of weather-related  disrup-
tions. As per the India Met-
eorological Department
(IMD}, dense to very dense
fogr conditions are likely to
continue during night and
marning hours over Dielhi tll
December 31,

The weather office added
that shallow to moderate fog
is likely on January 1, with a
possihility of very -]!IEhI'. rain-
fall at isplared places, which
could further affect visibility
during morning hours.

Meanwhile, on their part,
girlines operating from 1GI
Airport on Monday issued
traved advisories to
PASSEOLETS,

Furthermore, IndiGo said
that fluctuating visibility ot
Delhi snd Hindon airports
led to changes in flight
schedules, adding that oper-
ations conld remain slower
than usual as conditions
evolved. The airine advised
passengers to monitor their
flight status and offered op-
tions to rebook or seek re-
funds if services were
impacted.

Omn its part, Air India said
it had taken proactive meas-
ures to minimise disruption
and assured passengers that
ground teams would provide
mssistance in case of irregular
operutions. The airline ad-
ded thet passengers on cer-
tain  fog-affected  flights
would receive sdvance alerts
and could change fights or
seck refunds without penolty
under its ‘FogCare’ initiat-
ive. Additionally, Spicelet
cautioned that poor visibility
in Dethi could affect arrivals,
departures and consequen-
tial Arrhts asking passengers
to k:::sé: track ;?Frh:ir EE;ht
status  through  official
channels.
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Govt: Aviation aid control room
cleared 13k plaints since Dec 3

NEW DELHI, DHNS: The Pas-
senger Assistance Control
Room (PACR) set up by the
Ministry of Civil Aviation
has resolved around 13,000
grievances raised by fliers
since December 3, especially
those related to the disrup-
tion of IndiGo flights in the
firstweek of the month.

Established under the
leadership of Civil Aviation
Minister K Ram Mohan
Naidu, the 24x7 PACR aims
to institutionalise a unified
and future-ready mechanism
for passenger assistance and
crisis response. The existing
AirSewasystem has been fully
integrated into PACR.

Civil Aviation Secretary
Samir Kumar Sinha said the
PACR functions as an inte-
grated hub bringing togeth-

er officials from the Ministry
of Civil Aviation, Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), Airports Authority
of India (AAI), airline opera-
tors and other key stakehold-
ers under one roof at Udaan
Bhawan in New Delhi.

“The PACR operates
round-the-clock, continu-
ously monitoring aviation
operations, attending to pas-
senger calls and coordinat-
ing real-time assistance and
grievance resolution very
efficiently and effectively,”
he said.

As of now, he said more
than 13,000 passenger
grievances have been re-
solved through focused mon-
itoring and expedited inter-
ventions at the PACR since
December 3.
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IndiGo Hikes Allowances
for Pilots from January1

Forum Gandhi

Mumbai: Indigo, the nation’s
largest airling, has revised cock-
pit crew allowances including
pavments for domestie layovers,
deadhesd Nights, night Nving,
transit stops and tall swaps. The
changes will take effect from Ja-
nuary1, 226 according toan in-
ternal circular sent to pilots.
Domestic layvover allowances,
which compensate pilots for sta
yving away rom home overnight
or for severa] hours while on du-
ty, have been increased 50% for
stavs between 1001 hours and 24
howurs, according to the clrcular,
acopyof which wasseen by ET
Captaing will now receive
#3000, ip (rom &2 000, while first
officers will get €1.500, up from
FL.000. For lavovers bevond 24
hours, captains will earn €150
per hour and (st offlcers 75
per hour.
Deadhond

allowances, pakd

when pllotstravel to anotheralr-
port without operating a fight,
have been increased 53.3% . Cap-
tains will now get ©4,000 per
scheduled block hour, up from
£3.000, while first officers will
peci v 22,000, up from 1,500

Night Oy ing allowances, which
rewnrd pllots for operating
fMights during late-night hours
(between midnight and 6 am),
have been replaced with a fixed
hourly pavout. Capinins will
earn 2000 and flrst officers
1000 per night hour,

“Night Hours are defined ba-
ol on Indian Standard Time
(IST} and encompass the time
span betwesn 0000 and 0600 hrs,”
the ¢lreular said

IndiGo has also Introduced o
tail-swap allowanee for the first
time, Pilotsoperating a different
aircraft than planned or swap-
ping aircraft during the same
duty perlod will recalve 1,500
for captains and 750 for first of
ficers.

Iera Cuts Domestic Air
Traffic Growth Outlook

Qur Bureau

Mumbai: India‘s domestic air
passenger traffic growth is ex-
pected to slow sharply this fi-
scal, as rating agency lera out-
ting its forecast to 0-3% clting
multiple Night disruptions and
safety concerns, in the backdrop
of the Ahmedabad airtragedy in
Juneand weaker business travel
nmid glotal trade headwinds.
lera's downgrade, from its ear-
lier forecast of 446% growth, ca
me even as alreraft load factors
touched record highs. It also re-
vised its international passeng-
er traffic growth forecast for In-
dian earriers In FY26 1o 7-9%,
from 13-15% earller estimated,
The revision follows “slower
than-expected traffic growth in
the first elght months of FY25,”
which was hit by cross-border
ogcalations that led to Mgkt dis-
ruptions and cancellations ear
ler in the vear, the agency sald.

It also pointed to
the impact of
crash of Alr Indin
Might AFIT] inJu-
ne “that made tra-
vellers hesitant at

mm least during the
its forscastte  POTiod  Immedia-
o-¥% citing tely post the neeci

multiple dent.”
disruptions& Operational dis-
safetyissues ruptions at Indi-
Go early this
month dented sentiment furt-
her Botween December 3 and 8,
the couniry's largest airlinecan-
celled aronnd 4. 500 flights. Whi-
le these cancellations accounted
for “only about 0.4% of the total
annual Industry departures,”
lern sadd 1t expects “travel sen
timents to dampen in the afler-
mathol the IndiGoepisode.” Bu-
sinesstravel demand has alsore
mained under pressure, with
era fagging “headwinds stem-
ming rom US tariffs” as a factor
welghing on traffic growth.
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IndiGoto
raise crew

IndiGo to raise crew
allowances from Jan

YARUQHULLAH KHAM
Mew Delhi, Decembber 29

HDIGD OM HOMDAY wald it
will ratse alowances for Fl!.l'lr'i
and cabln crew fnm |ansary 1,
A% 1!:3 ht operations s tabalme
following disruptions trig-
prmed brya pilot shortage eardier
this month. In an internal
communcation Lo s I:'|:.li.|:|ﬁ
crew, the airline said layover
and deadbead allowances for
pilots will be increased from
thestart of the mew year,
Alrwanceswillrise by T500
for frst offfcers and by up to
T1,000 for captaims. Cther
com ponents, Induding night
stop, tail-swap and transit
allowances, will see Increases
mnging from E50{ w0 £2,000,
according to theemail Layover
allowance are pakl when piots
and cabin ceware required to
stay overnight atan outstation

aspartof their dotyrosterwith

NEW YEAR GIFT

= Layoverand deadhead
allow ances will rise by 2500
for first afficers and hy up o
21,000 for captains

wOther allowances will
see #500-2 000 increase
Fom January 1, 2024

the airl ine alsoamanging hoted
accommodation. Deadhead
allowances apply when crew
members tmvel as passengers
on a Hight to reposition for an
operational assignment.

Continved on Page 10

allowances
from Jan

THE MOVEFOLLOWS a peniod
of operational strain in early
December, when the airfine
cancelled a large number of
Mijghies over several dayy, citbng
crew availability constraings.
Between December 3 and
December 9, nearly 4,000
I'Ilﬁ_hh wete cancelled, includ-
ing about OO international
services, according to aviation
regulator data,

On December 9, the Direc-
torate Generdl of Covil Avinteon
directed the airline to tem-
porarly reduce s seheduleby
1Mo across sectors, with a
focus oo high-frequency
routes, while avoiding cutson
seciory when i operatesa sin-
gle |'|ﬂil'|.-i!1ghl The airfine suh
sequently pared @paclty
across its network to rnmph-
with the directive.

The dis muptions  alo
prompted a revision to bs
financlal outlook for the thind
quarterof FY 26.Thecamierhas
lowered its capacity growth
guidancefrom high- teenslev
#ls to the highsiagle-io-early
double-digh rmange. Unit rev
cnue expectations have also
been  revised  downward,
reflecting the impact of can
cellations and reduced utilisa
tion durng theperiod.

The airlinesaled it continess
to work on restoring its full
schedule and lm proving oper -
ational resilience,
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Aviation sector reboot
faces execution test

AKBAR MERCHANT

& YARUQHULLAH KHAN
Mumbai/New Delhi,
December 29

THE AVIATION SECTOR isset
toenter the newyearwitharare
surge of infrastructure capac-
ity. While the last few days of
2025witnessedtheopening of
the Navi Mumbai International
Airport, the Noida Interna-
tional Airport at Jewar is
expected to start operations
next month Together, theyrep-
resentthe largest single expan-
sion of airport capacity deliv-
ered in such a short span,
easing long-standing conges-
tion pressures around the Delhi
and Mumbaiaviation markets.
For airlines, the opening of
the two greenfield airports
offers headroom to add flights,
rebalance schedulesand reduce
peak-hour strain at existing
hubs. Capacity constraints at
Delhi’s Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport and Mumbai's
Chhatrapati Shivaji

GETTING WINGS

u The new ® Airlines are likely touse  mAirline
facilities are the capacity to open more  adoption and
expected to domesticroutesand add  passenger
absorb international services behaviour will
spillover traffic determine
and create u They are still grappling  whetherthe
room for with W”“m* new airports
incremental ‘succeed, say
growth experts

demand firms up.

Yet the expansion comes
against a backdrop of opera-
tional stress. Airlines are still
grappling with crew shortages,
delayed aircraft deliveries and
global supply-chain disrup-

tions. The past year

Maharaj Interna- exposed systemic
tional Airport have weaknesses, with
longlimited network repeated disruptions
expansionand oper- and cancellations
ational flexibility. prompting closer
Thenewtfacilitiesare regulatory scrutiny
expected to absorb and public criticism.
spillover traffic and 20 26 Industry

create room for observers caution
incremental growth. that infrastructure

The reach of the airports
extends beyond congestion
relief. Jewar is expected to
expand the National Capital
Region’s aviation catchment
deeper into Western Uttar
Pradesh and parts of Rajasthan
and Madhya Pradesh. Navi
Mumbai isexpected toimprove
access acrossthe Mumbai Met-
ropolitan Region while offering
a closer gateway for passengers
from Pune, Raigad and the
Konkan belt.Airlinesare likelyto
use the added capacity to open
more point-to-point domestic
routes, reducereliance ona few
congested hubs and, over time,
add international services to
West and Southeast Asia as

FINANCIAL EXPRESS u¢:

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/7882918

READ TO LEAD

alone will not deliver results.
Mark Martin, CEQ, Martin
Consulting, said that airline
adoption and passengerbehav-
iour will determine whether
thenewairportssucceed.”Navi
Mumbai may have the infra-
structure, but success will take
time. Airlines actually have to
start flying there, and there is
nomajorestablished passenger
catchment yet,” he said. He
added that Jewar is effectively
launching as asingle-runway
airport, with surrounding con-
nectivity and support infra-
structurestill evolving.
Regulatm"s have echoed
similar concerns. The Direc-
torate General of Civil Aviation

30 December 2025

hasrepeatedlywarnedthatair-
port expansion must be
matched by strongerair traffic
management, safety oversight
and skilled manpower.Without
parallel investments in these
areas, capacity additions risk
translating into operational
strainratherthanresilience.

The caution follows a diffi-
cult 2025. Flight duty time
limitation issues at IndiGo
highlighted the risks of
stretched crew resources,while
the Air India Boeing 787 crash
placed safety systems under
intense scrutiny. Airlines also
faced stalled fleet expansion
plans as manufacturers strug-
gled to clearbacklogs

According to Campbell Wil-
son, MD & CEO, Air India, the
carrier shouldhavereceived 28
aircraft from a 570-jet order
placed in February 2022, but
has so far received none from
that order. The shortfall has
constrained capacity planning
and network optimisation.

As 2026 approaches, the
sector’s reset is clear on paper.
Whethernewrunways translate
into smoother operations and
sustainable growthwilldepend
less on concrete and steel, and
more on execution across air-
lines, regulators and the
broaderaviation ecosystem.

&
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Aviation sector may post
X18,000-crlossin FY26

PRESS TRUST OFINDIA
Mumbai, December 29

THE DOMESTIC AVIATION
industryis estimated to post a
net loss of around ¥17,000-
18,000 crore in the current fis-
cal year on account of a likely
lower passenger traffic,among
otherfactors, rating agency lcra
said on Monday.

Earlier,the industrywas pro-
jected to post a loss of ¥9,500-
10,500 croreduring 2025-26.

Icra has also revised down-
wards its forecast for domestic
air passenger traffic growth to
0-3% in FY26 on account of
multiple factors, including Air
India Boeing 787-8 plane crash
in June thisyearand thousands
of flights cancellations by
IndiGo earlier this month,
among others.

This revision reflects a
slower-than-expected traffic
growth in April-November
period of FY26, which was
impacted by cross-border esca-
lations that led to flight disrup-
tions and cancellations during
the year, along with the (Air
India)aircraft accident tragedy
inJunethat made travellershes-
itant at least during the period

lera has also lowered its fore-
cast for domestic air passen-
ger traffic growth to 0-3%

immediately post the accident,
the rating agency said.

Italsoreflects theimpacton
business travel owing to head-
winds stemming from US tar-
iffs, the ratings agency said,
adding that downward revision
isalsoduetotheimpactof oper-
ational disruptions at IndiGo
from December 3-8, which
resulted in cancellation of
around 4,500 flights.

Whilethe IndiGoflightcan-
cellations accounted for only
about 0.4% of the total annual
industry departures, Icra said it
expectsthetravel sentimentsto
dampenintheaftermath of the
IndiGoepisode.

lcrasaidithasalsorevisedits

internationalair passengertraf-
fic growth forecast for Indian
carriers for this fiscal year to
7-9% fromitsearlier projection
of13-15%.

“Coupled with the above (an
estimated lower domestic and
international passengertraffic),
the depreciation of the rupee
against the dollar resulting in
foreign exchange losses, has
caused Icra to revise its net loss
forecast for the Indian aviation
industry to ¥17,000-18,000
crore in FY26, higher than its
earlier projections of ¥9,500-
10,500-crore” it said.

The domestic air passenger
traffic for November 2025 was
estimated at 15.4 million, §.4%
higher than 14.2 million in
November 2024 and 10.1%
higherthan 14 million in Octo-
ber 2025, it said.

For April-November 2025,
domestic air passengertraffic
wasabout 109.6 million, reflect-
inga 2.2% year-on-yeargrowth,
as perlcra.

Also, in October this year,
international passenger traffic
for Indian carriersstood at 2.99
million, a year-on-year growth
of 8.3%and a sequential growth
of 6%, Icrasaid.

Tue, 30 December 2025
FINANCIAL Exﬁﬂ%éasn https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/78829187 @



AIRPUH ISAUT HGRIT“:’ t’J!- iNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS

DELHT

20 DECEMEBEER 2025

Airbus bags Chinese airlines orders

AIRBUS SE LAMDED orders for
dozen sof airom ft from two Chi
nese camiers as the European
planemaker grows its market
share Inasia’shiggesteconomy.
China's ||1r|[":.lT|1'- Adrbines i3
set to o purchase 25 Alrbus
Al lhetsworth 54.16a
lon, according 10 3 s,
company r1|ing to
the Shanghai bourse
an Monday, Spring Alr-
lines gaid in a filing
that B plans to buy 30 of
the same narmowbody model

from the Eunopeanplasemakes
for §4.1 billion.

The filings wid the deals'
costs weme basad on catalogue

prices, without providing
details,
Alrbushas seadily inoreased

ttashare of sake tol h:na_h{'!pn'.

by afinal assembly Bne ko Tian -

jin for its popular A32 0 family

Meanwhile, Boeing Co.hasn't

waon a major order from China

snceatleast 2017 amid tmde

t emsions and otheriames at the
US planemaker,

China has
been ln mkswith
Airbusand Boaing

for hun
dreds aof air-
crftforstate-owned car
rien, NMoombeny reported

carier this year
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IndiGo’s domestic
mkt share slides
to 63.6% in Nov

The country's largest air-
line IndiGo, which faced
massive operational dis-
ruptions  earlier  this
maonth, saw its domestic
market share slide to 63.6%
in November, according to
official data,

Air India Group, com-
prising Air India and Air
India Express, and SplceJet
had their respective mar-
ket shares in November
rise to 24.7% and 37%,
respectively. In October,
these figures were at 25.7%
and 2.6%, respectively.

Latest data from the
DGCA showed that Akasa
Air also saw its domestic
market share drop to 4.7%
in November from 52% in
October.

In the wake of the oper-
ational disruptions, DGCA,
earller this month,
directed IndiGo to reduce
its winter schedule by 10%.

—PTI
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130 flights cancelled; red alert issued for fog

Jasjeev Gandhiok and
Gargi Shukla

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Thick fog across the
region early on Monday led toa
significant drop in the visibility -
50 metres at both Safdarjung
and Palam stations - thereby
impacting both flight and train
operations in the Capital. Over
550 flights were delayed, at least
130 cancelled and eight diverted
at Delhi’s Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional (IGI) airport on Monday.

Dense to very dense fog is also
expected in Punjab, Haryana,
Chandigarh and west Uttar Pra-
desh during the same period -
continuing to disrupt travel
plans with more delays and can-
cellations likely. The India Mete-
orological department
(IMD) issued red alert for dense
tog on Tuesday.

An airport official said that

while the lowest visibility was 50
metres, the runway visual range
(RVR) hovered between 125 and
175 metres between this period.
For flights to land, the ideal visi-
bility is 50 metres while 125
metres or higher visibility is
required for the airplanes to
take-off. This meant while
departures were not on hold,
operations were significantly
disrupted till around Sam.

An airport official said at least
130 flights were cancelled, with
eight flights diverted to nearby
airports too. Data from the flight
tracking website FlightRadar24
showed over 550 flights were
delayed, with an average delay
time of around 27 minutes.

Airports where visibility was
zero in the early hours included
Hisar, Ambala, Chandigarh,
Amritsar, Jammu, Agra,
Pathankot and Gwalior.

Meteorological experts said

that while the fog intensity may
marginally reduce on Tuesday,
dense fog is still likely during the
early hours till January 1. “Wind
speeds should increase a little on
Tuesday so the fog intensity
should be lower, but we are
expecting dense fog on both
Tuesday and Wednesday. On
New Year's eve, commuting
could be tricky late at night,”
said Mahesh Palawat, vice presi-
dent at Skymet. “Warmer air
rises and lifts the fog. During the
day, wind speeds increase a little,
so there is temporary relief from
the fog, before it starts to inten-
sify again in the evening,” he
added.

“My flight from Dethi to Vara-
nasi was initially scheduled at
7.35am, and zot delayed to
10.40am. Later, [ was told that
the flight is cancelled and the
next flight is only available
tomorrow morning from Delhi

to Lucknow. I'll have to travel by
roadways for an exira ten hours
from Lucknow to Varanasi if |
opt for tomorrow's flight,” said
30-year-old Rajesh Kumar.

Olesya (44), who travelled
from Azerbaijan with her
13-year-old daughter and hus-
band for a two-week holiday in
Goa, had a connecting flight
from Delhi and faced similar
challenges.

“There was no representative
from Azerbaijan Airlines here at
the IGI airport, so we contacted
IndiGo for a ticket. Our flight
with them got cancelled and
then at the counter they asked us
to pay for another ticket to Goa,”
Olesya. waiting with her daugh-
ter at Terminal-2 for her hus-
band to return after currency
exchange, said.

Northern Railways data
showed over 100 trains were
delayed in the Delhi Division.

VIPIN KUMAR/HT PHOTO

The average delay of flights was 27 minutes,
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Air India Express pilot
held for assaulting flyer

Jignasa Sinha

jlonasa sinha @hindustantimes. com

NEW DELHI: Days after an Air
India Express pilot allegedly
assaulted at the Indira Gandhi
International Airport, the Delhi
Police on Monday said they have
detained the pilot for question-
ing. Police did not confirm if he
has been arrested.

The incident took place on
December 19 at Terminal-l
where a passenger, Ankit
Dewan, was allegedly beaten up
by off-duty captain Virender Sej-
wal. The matter came to light
after Dewan posted a photo on
social media of his face with
blood and injuries. He alleged
that the assault took place in
front of his seven-year-old
daughter who was left trauma-
tised due to the incident.

Police on Monday said Sejwal,
after due enquiry, was detained
late on Monday for further ques-
tioning. Police have collected all
evidence from airport and secu-

rity agencies.

A senior police officer last
week had said, “We approached
airport authorities and have col-
lected the CCTV footage which
shows the assault. We also sent
the victim for a medical test and
have received the report. It
shows a nasal fracture among
other bruises and injuries. We
have also called the CISF staff to
give their statement as they were
the first to intervene.”

Deputy commissioner of
police (IGI Airport) Vichitra Veer
said Dewan's statement has
already been recorded and a
medical test was conducted.

After Dewan's post, Sejwal
was suspended by the airline.

Police said two cross com-
plaints have been received via
email in the matter.

Sejwal, in his complaint,
claimed that Dewan initiated the
fight by abusing him without
provocation and continued
using abusive, degrading and
threatening language.
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Eastern, northern parts in grip of
cold wave; fog hits flights, trains

HT Correspondents
letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI/MOHALI/LUCKNOW/
DHARAMSHALA/SHILLONG/
BHUBANESWAR: The blanket of
fog that covered large swathes of
northern, eastern and northeast-
ern India on Monday morning
will persist and may get thicker in
the early days of the new year, the
weather department said, warn-
ing of colder temperatures, poor
visibility and severely disrupted
traviel schedules across states,

Monday's band of fog stretched
from frontier districts in Punjab in
the northwest to border towns in
Mizoram in the northeast, as it
coursed through Himachal Pra-
desh, Uttarakhand, Haryana,
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jhark-
hand and West Bengal.

The haze — fuelled largely by a
western disturbance that swept in
cold, moist air — disrupted airline
and railway operations across
provinces, with over 200 flights
cancelled and several trains
delayed. Several hundreds of
flights and trains were delayed
significantly as airports and train
stations came to a standstill.
IndiGo, India’s largest airline, can-
celled 112 flights across India. Air
India cancelled around 50, and
Air India Express 29,

Northern India bore the brunt,
with the visibility plunging below
50m in parts of Jarmmu, Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Punjab,
Uttar Pradesh, eastern Madhya
Pradesh and Chandigarh, said
officials from the India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD).

The department warned that
dense to very dense fog conditions
are likely to persist during night
and moming hours over Punjab,
Haryana, Chandigarh and Uttar
Pradesh until New Year's Eve. Iso-
lated pockets of Jammu and
northern Madhya Pradesh will see
dense fog until Decernber 30,
while Himachal Pradesh, Uttara-

s = =

Vegetable sellers row their boats on the Dal lake in Srinagar where the minimum temperature was recorded at -1L.8°Con Monday.

khand and Bihar can expect simi-
Lar conditions to inger until Jann-

ary 5.

A fresh western disturbance is
kely to impact the western Hima-
layan region from December 30
and the adjoining plains from
December 31, IMD said. Strong
westerly winds of 287kmph are
blowing at a high altitude over
southern Rajasthan, while east-
erly winds are passing over the
southeast Bay of Bengal at a lower
level. said the agency, detailing
conditions that will favour the
western disturbance.

Cold to severe cold day condi-
tions were observed in isolated
pockets across Uttarakhand and
Uttar Pradesh on Monday, with
cold wave conditions reported
from parts of Punjab, Chandigarh,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, north-
ern interior Kamataka and Mad-
hya Pradesh.

IMD dedlares a coldwave in the
plains, when the minimum tem-

perature is 45 degrees or more
below the normal mark. or when
itdrops below the 4-degree mark.
For hilly regions, IMD defines a
cold wave when the minimum
temperature drops to 0°C or
below, or when it's a significant
departure (eg., -4.5°C to -6.4°C)
from the normal for that region.

The lowest minimum tempera-
ture over the plains was recorded
at Hisar in Haryana, where the
mercury plunged to 21'C on Mon-
day. In Kashmir, Ladakh and the
Gilgi-Baltistan-Muzaffarabad
region, minimum temperatures
fell below 5°C at many places.
Himachal Pradesh’s higher
reaches continued to experience
bitter nights, with Tabo in the
tribal district of Lahaul-Spit
recording the Jowest minimum at
-6.7°C. Kukumseri followed
closely at -4.2°C, while Seobagh in
Kulli registered L2'C and Kalpain
Kinnaur recorded L6'C.

Uttar Pradesh has been in the

grip of intense cold for 10 days,
with icy winds driving down max-
imum temperatures sharply
across several cities. Lucknow
recorded the coldest day of the
maonth on Sunday, with the maxi-
mum temperature plummeting to
15.3°C-58 degrees below normal,
Among districts recording the
lowest minimum temperatures
on Monday moming were Bara-
banki and Fatehpur at 8°C each,
Bulandshahrand Hardoiat 85°C,
and Meerut at 8.6°C.

In Odisha, minimum tempera-
tures plunged below 10°C at 15
locations. Udayagiri in Kandha-
mal district recorded the lowest
temperature for the second con-
secutive day at 3.6°C, becoming
the coldest place in the state,

i in Koraput followed at
5.4°C. while Phulbani and Daring-
badi registered 5.5°C and 6°C
respectively,

Meghalaya experienced its
coldest nights of the season over

the past week, with minimum
temperatures across the Khasi
and Jaintia hills hovering
between 5°C and 7°C. In Shil-
long, night temperatures dipped
to around 6'C. Manipur, mean-
while, experienced cold and dry
conditions with no rainfall
recorded across all districts
between December 24 and 28.
Senapati district recorded the
lowest minimum at 5.56°C, fol-
lowed by Ukhrul at 6.29°C.

In response to the severe cold,
Uttar Pradesh chief minister Yogi
Adityanath on Sunday night
ordered the closure of all schools
up to Class 12 until January L

According to IMD, cold day to
severe cold day conditions are
very likely over Uttar Pradesh
until December 31, and cold wave
conditions will persist in isolated
pockets of Punjab, Haryana,

andigarh, western Pra-
desh, Jharkhand and Chhattis-
garh until Tuesday.
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Soaring ambitions,
systemic constraints

India’s aviation story is
facing headwinds from
contradictions of a high-
cost environment and a
price-sensitive market

ndia has become a graveyard of
airlines. From nglgluzerandlet

Airways to Go First, carriers have

repeatedly expanded and col-

lapsed ina market that should be

among the world's most lucra-
tive, These failures are often attributed
to poor management, aggressive
expansion, orweak governance. Yet the
pattern is too consistent to be
explained by firm-specific mistakes
alone, The more durable explanation is
structural. India is among the world's
highest-cost aviation environments,
even as its political economy insists on
persistently low [ares. This contradic-
tion has proved difficult to navigate for
maost airlines that have attempted to
operate at scale.

Indian aviation combines high input
costs with constrained yields. For
instance, aviation turbine fuel is bench-
marked to international prices and
then burdened with heavy central and
state taxes which goes up to 24%.
Almost 70% of costs such as aircraft
leases, maintenance and spares are
largely dollar-denominated, leaving
airlines exposed to currency deprecia-
tion. Airport, landing, and navigation
charges have risen steadily as infra-
structure has expanded, and these
costs tend to be sticky. Against this,
passenger willingness to pay remains
limited in a price-sensitive market, and

fares are frequently subject to political
pressure even when not formally
capped. The result is a sector where
airlines can grow rapidly and still lose
money on every additional seat-kilo-
metre (km) they fly.

When airline performance is nor-
malised for size using unit revenue and
unit cost per km, the pattern is reveal-
ing. A recent assessment of Indian car-
riers between 2007 and 2022
with inflation-adjusted data
show average unit revenues

ery margins during disruption. When
those margins are thin, even compliant
systems can fail abruptly. Regulatory
design in this context becomes critical.

Safety in aviation is nor-negotiable, but
safety governance is not merely a ques-
ton of stringency; it is a question of
institutional design. In most mature
aviation systems, legiskatures set broad
safety objectives, regulators translate
those objectives into duty-
time limits and operational
standards, and airlines oper-

of about ¥2,490 crore per kim, ate data-driven fatigue risk
against unit costs closer to L systems subject
2510 crore. The difference is to continuous oversight and
narrow, but its persistence audit.
WErlSyea.'rspolslus‘er— Kapoor ; India’s trajectory has been
tural margin compression. dﬂeml?d} After a prolonged
IndiGo is relevant in this period of relatively weak over-
context not because it is sight, the system moved
exceptional in intent, but abruptly toward a more pre-
because it isexceptional inits | scriptive framework. shaj
adaptive capacity. Operating La inpg:‘]tmmugh judicial e
within the same cost struc- vention. While this shift has
ture and fegul:l'tury frame- delivered formal compliance,
wur‘k- ZI.SdILS p;?l?bsl. it 1|-|11ﬂ|;: Richard it hii ﬁlsclbrij\?:luceddupem-
remained profitable w Dash tional fexibility and weak-
offering reasonable fares. Its asher ened feedback loops between
model of high utilisation, data, operations and regula-

operational simplicity, and

tight cost control demonstrates that
viability is possible, though difficult,
under Indian conditions. That fact
makes it analytically useful as a refer-
ence point.

The significance of recent disrup-
tions involving IndiGo lies less in the
fortunes of a single firm and more in
what they reveal about the system as a
whole. Dense airline networks opti-
mise for efficiency under normal con-
ditions, but depend critically on recov-

tion. Rules that are rigidly
specified but insufficiently stress-tested
against network effects can produce
outcomes that are compliant on paper
yet fragile in practice. Reliability suffers,
passengers bear the cost, and confi-
dence in the system erodes.

The same misalignment is visible in
the way public objectives are pursued
through economic instruments. Fares
are capped or politically constrained
on many routes. Regional connectivity
is mandated through schemes such as

Aviation is capital-intensive, regulated, and slow to adjust. Exit is rarely

followed by rapid entry.

UDAN. These interventions reflect
legitimate public goals: Affordability
and connectivity, The problem is not
intervention per se, but how it is imple-
mented. Fare caps and partial viability-
gap funding often fail to keep pace with
real costs, effectively transferring
losses to airline balance sheets. This
creates hidden cross-subsidies that
weaken the financial resilience of the
systern as a whole.

International experience suggests a
clearer approach. Where connectivity
is treated as a public good that the mar-
ket cannot sustain on its own, ranspar-
ent and adequately funded support is
less distortionary than price controls or
unfunded obligations. India’s current
approach achieves connectivity, but
often at the expense of airline viability.

Competition policy also struggles to
address these realities. Aviation is capi-
tal-intensive, regulated, and slow to
adjust. Exit is rarely followed by rapid
entry. When airlines fail, capacity does
not instantly reappear in the hands of
new competitors. Instead, markets
tend to consolidate around the remain-
ing capitalised operators. In such an
environment, weakening surviving
firms through ad hoc burdens or
unpredictable rule-making does not
automatically enhance competition. It
can just as easily reduce it.

This matters because India's avia-
tion ambitions are large. The country

HT ARCHIVE

wants affordable fares, universal con-
nectivity, global reliability, and rapid
growth. Achieving all four simultane-
ously requires institutional coherence.
Costs, prices, safety rules and financing
conditions must align, When they do
not, the systemn compensates through
churn: Entry, expansion, collapse, and
consolidation.

The deeper lesson here is about sys-
temn design. High fuel taxes, rising air-
port charges, currency sure, shal-
low domestic aviation finance, fare
constraints, imperfect subsidies and
rigid regulation together create a con-
strained and extractive environment.
India should address the underlying
structural rigidities: Rationalise taxes
and charges, align public-service obli-
gations with transparent funding,
deepen domestic maintenance and
financing ecosystems, and strengthen
the technical capacity of the aviation
regulator to design safety rules that are
rigorous yet operationally robust. Until
those structural issues are confronted,
new airlines will continue to enter
India’s skies, and many will continue to
exit them.

Amit Kapoor is chair, Institute for
Competitiveness and Richard
Dasher is Professor and Director,
USATMC, Stanford University.
With inputs from Meenakshi Ajith.
The views expressed are personal
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Flights, trains disrupted
as dense fog engulfs city

128 flights cancelled, 8 diverted, several trains reported running late; many areas record visibility

of less than 50 metres even as air turns hazardous; police to boost deployment to curb mishaps

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ir traffic in the na-
Atinna] capital was
affected by dense

fog and low visibility on
Monday morning, leading
to 128 flight cancellations,
sources at the Indira Gand-
hi International (IGI) Air-
port said. Eight flights were
also diverted and more
than 200 were delayed.

Several trains were also
reported to be running late
as passengers were advised
to check the schedule regu-
larly before leaving for rail-
way stations.

Visibility in many areas
of Delhi fell to less than 50
metres even as the air
turned hazardous. The air
quality index at 4.30 p.m.
was 401, which falls in the
‘severe’ category.

Low-visibility  opera-
tions at the airport began
shortly before midnight.
By 2 a.m., CAT III proce-
dures of the instrument
landing system, which al-
low suitably equipped air-
craft to land during near-
zero visibility conditions,
were pressed into service,
said an official.

Conditions improved by
11 a.m., after which aircraft
that were not CAT III com-
pliant were also allowed to

. i ':"- s

KARTAVYA PATH ([0 0

]

Veiled road: A thick lag.rer of fog enveloped Kartavya Path in New

Delhi on Monday morning. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

land. In a post on X, the
IGIA said its “ground teams
are actively assisting pas-
sengers to ensure a smooth
travel experience”.

50,000 challans issued
The Delhi police have de-
ployed additional traffic
personnel to ensure road
safety ahead of the New
Year celebrations.
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (Traf-
fic) Monika Bharadwaj said
the personnel will be pro-
vided safety equipment for
patrolling during dense
fog. The officer added that
over the past two days, the
police have issued around

50,000 challans, including
453 for drunken driving.

‘Yellow’ alert sounded
The Meteorological De-
partment has issued a ‘yel-
low’ alert for dense fog on
Tuesday morning.

To counter dust pollu-
tion, the Delhi government
is planning to install anti-
smog guns at the three in-
ter-State bus terminals
across the city, starting
with Kashmere Gate bus
terminal, a senior govern-
ment official said.

He added that eight anti-
smog guns will be installed
on the roof of the Kashm-
ere Gate bus terminal.

Close all toll
plazas: AAP

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) on Monday staged a
protest to demand the clo-
sure of all toll plazas across
the Capital, claiming that
long queues of vehicles at
the sites were adding to ris-
ing pollution levels.

The protest, held at the
Ghazipur Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi (MCD)
toll plaza, was led by Lead-
er of the Opposition in the
MCD House, Ankush Na-
rang. The Opposition party
accused the BJP-led MCD
of ignoring Supreme Court
orders on toll operations
on bad air days.

In response, Delhi
Mayor Raja Igbal Singh
said the Supreme Court
had not ordered the clo-
sure of toll plazas but had
directed the MCD to con-
sider temporarily suspend-
ing operations. He accused
AAP of confusing people
and criticised their inac-
tion on the issue when it
was in power.

The Mayor added that
the MCD is moving towards
barrier-free toll collection.
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DELHI AIRPORT SCUFFLE

Pilot held days after
‘assaulting’ passenger

Express News Service
New Delhi, December29

MORE THAN a week after he
allegedly assaulted a passenger
at the Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport (IGIA) in Delhi,
AirIndia Express pilot Virender
Sejwal was detained on Mon-
day, police said.

Officers said Sejwal was
brought in for questioning on
Monday evening, adding that
he was questioned at length
about the incident after being
detained.

The incident took place on
December 19 when Sejwal al-
legedly assaulted and injureda
passenger, Ankit Dewan, atthe
Terminal1oftheairport follow-
ing an altercation over the use
of astaff security check area.

Dewan had alleged onsocial
media that during the security
check for his SpiceJet flight, he
and his family, including his
four-month-old baby, were
guided to use the security
check meant for staff and per-
sons with reduced mobility.
Sejwal, Dewan claimed, was
among airline staff members
cutting the queue, after which

Air India Express pilot
Virender Sejwal. riLe

the pilot assaulted him.

At the time of the incident,
Sejwal was not on official dury
and was travelling as a passen-
ger with an IndiGo flight to
Bengaluru.

The FIR in the matter was
filed last week on December 22
under sections 115 (voluntarily
causing hurt), 126 (wrongful re-

straint), and 351 (threatening

someone) based on Dewan's
complaint. Speaking to The In-
dian Express, Dewansaid here-
turned from a holiday in Jaipur
and submitted a police com-
plaint viaemail. Police said the
CCTV footage of the incident

showed the pilot hitting Dewan
and restraining him.

The Ministry of Civil Avi-
ation(MoCA) had ordered afor-
malinvestigation into the inci-
denton December 20. The pilot
was subsequently removed
from official duties by the Tata
group-run airline.

Sejwal had countered De-
wan'sclaims in an official state-
ment on December 21, alleging
that Dewan had wverbally
abused him without provoca-
tion and continued using
“abusive, degrading and
threatening language” even
after being asked to stop. His
lawyer also claimed that “cas-
teist remarks were made
against Capt Sejwal, and abso-
lutely unfathomable threats
were made to female members
ofhis family including achild”.

He said that the incident
was “misrepresented” on social
media, “unfairly projecting itas
a ‘pilot vs passenger’ dispute”.
The altercation was a “purely
personal matter between two
passengers” and had “no con-
nection whatsoever” with his
professional responsibilities, he
had said.
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IndiGo hikes
allowancesfor
pilots, weeks after

masscancellations

Reuters
New Delhi, December 29

INDIGO HAS introduced new
pllot allowances and raised
some existing ones weeks after
miass flight cancellations linkad
topoor roster planning left pas-
sengers stranded.

The airline will increase
layover allowances to Rs 3,000
from Rs 2000 for captains, and
to Rs 1,500 from Rs 1,000 for
first officers, according to an
emall sent to pilots by Ashim
Mittra, senior vice president for
flight operations.

Allowances for "deadhead-
ing” —a practice where airline
crew travel as passengers [o
position themselves for future
duty -will be raised to Rs 4,000
from Bs 3000 forcaptains, and
by Rs 50010 Rs 2,000 for first of-
ficers, the email said.

IndiGo, which according to
government data employs
roughly 5,000 pilots, did not
immediately respond to a re-
quest for comment. The aidine,
which commands a65 percent
domestic market share, is
facing increased regulatory
scrutiny and a competition
probe after it cancelled about
4,500 Dights earlier this month,
leaving hundreds of thousands
of passengers stranded all over
India and throwing airporis
into chaos.

The cancellations
prompted the government (o
temporarily relax some rules
around night duty for pilots
earlier this month to help the
airline stabilise its operations,
a move that invited criticism
from pilot unions and safety
advocates.

A committes appointed by
the aviation regulator to probe
the circumstances that led to
the cancellations submitted its
report last weelk, the Civil Avi-
ation Ministry has sakd.

Moody's Ratings has
warned that IndiGo could face
“significant financial damage”
from revenue losses duetocan-
cellations, refunds to cus-
tometrs and penalties imposed
by India.
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INDIGO'S PUNCTUALITY
TOOK A HIT IN NOVEMBER

IndiGo's punciuality record faced a dent in Movember, even before operational
chaos began making national news. [ts on-time performance at six metno
airports fell to §9% from 84% in Octaber, the sharpest among major airlines.

Share (in %) of Flights that departed within 15 minutes of scheduled departure®
B 012008 @ Mov 2008

A Akasa Air

AR INDia Y

IndiGo -

At six metm arports: Bengatury, Debhi, Hyderabad, Mumbos, Chennas and Kolaga
Doata: Rupanjal Chauthan, design: Satish Kumar Source: Directorabe Gersral of Civil Aviation
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kcra says domestic svistion is likely 1o post a net
o ool T7,000-18,000 crore in FY2E6. BILTIRS

Domestic aviation
topostlossin FY26

he domestic aviatbon inchestry is
T esiamated fo st T OO0 18 Wb o

net loss in the current fscal vear on
gecoumnt of a 1kely lower passenger traffie,
amang other factors, ratings agency lera sakd
on Monday. Exrdier, the Industry was projected
fi st s Do of T0 50010500 erore during
D025-26 lera has abso revised dosmward its
forecast for domestic abr passenger traffic
growih o 0-F% in FY26 on socount of multiple
factors. Including Adr India Booing T87-8 planse
crish in June this vear amd thousamds of flights
cancellit ions by IndiGo earlier this montl,
among others. Iera has revised iis forecast for
domaestic alr passenger traffic growth to 0-3%
In FY 26 against its earlier profection of 4-6%,
thie ratings agency sad.

Thisrevision reflects a slower-than-

expected trafie growth in April-Novembis
peeriond af FY26, lera sadd. FTi



ey £

AIRPORTS AUTH

ORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

MILLENNIUM POST

DELHI

30 DECEMBER 2025

India’s aviation industry estimated to post
loss of around 18,000 crore in current fiscal

MUMBAI: The domestic avi-
ation industry is estimated to
post around Rs 17,000-18,000
crore net loss in the current fis-
cal year on account of a likely
lower passenger traffic, among
other factors, ralings agency
ICRA said on Mund.a.}'. Earlier,
the industry was projected to
post a loss of Rs 9,500-10,500
crore diring 2025-26.

ICRA has also revised down-
ward its forecast for domestic air
passenger traffic growth o 0-3
per cent in FY26 on account
of multiple factors, including
Air India Boeing 787-8 plane
crash in June this year and thou-
sands of flights cancellations
by IndiGo earlter this month,
among others. [CRA has revised
its forecast lor domestic air pas-
senger traffic growth Lo 0-3 per
cent in FY26 against its earlier
projection of 4-6 per cent, the

ratings agency said.

TEJ:EMISIDII reflects a
slower-than-expected traffic
growth in April-Nevember
period of FY26, which was
impacted by cross-border esca-
lations that led 1o flight disrup-
tions and cancellations during
the year, along with the (Air
India) airerafl accident tragedy
in June that made travellers hes-
itant at least during the period
immediately post the accident,
ICRA said.

It also reflects the impact on
business travel owing to head-
winds stemming from US tar-

iffs, the ratings agency said,
adding that downward revi-
sion is also due o the impact
of operational disruptions at
IndiGo from December 3-8,
which resulted in cancellation
ol around 4,500 flights.

While the IndiGo flight
cancellations aceounted for
only about 0.4 per cent of the
total annual industry depar-
tures, ICRA said it expects the
travel sentiments to dampen
in the aftermath of the IndiGo
episode. ICRA said it has also
revised its international air pas-
senger traffic growth forecast
for Indian carriers lor this fiscal
year o 7-9 per cent from its ear-
lier projection of 13-15 per cenl.

“Coupled with the above
(an estimated lower domes-
e and international passen-

ger traffic), the depreciation of

the rupee against the Sresuli-

ing in ihrcign exchange losses,
has caused ICRA to revise ils
net loss forecast for the Indian
aviation industry to Rs 17.000-
18,000 crore in FY26, higher
than its earlier projections of
R 9,500-10,500-crore,” it said.

The domestic air passenger
traffic for November 2025 was
estimated at 1.54-crore, §.4 per
cenl highr&r than 1.42-crare in
November 2024 and 10.1 per
cenl high::r than 1.40 crore in
October 2025, it said. For April-
November 2025, domestic air
passenger traffic was about
10,96 erore, reflecting a 2.2 per
cenl year-on-year growth, as
per the ratings agency.

Also, in October this year,
global passenger traffic for
Indian carriers stood at 29.9
lakh, a YeAr-on-year rise of 83
per cent & a sequential growth
af & per cent, ICRA said. M
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IndiGo increases pilot
allowances after shortage

led to mass cancellation

ARSHAD KHAN @ Mew Delhi

A month after an operational
breakdown that led to mass can-
cellations of flights, IndiGo, In-
dia's largest airline, has decided
to inerease pilot allowances
across duty tvpes. The changes
are effective January 1, 2026,
InterGlobe Aviation Ltd, In-
diGo's parent company, has
revised pilot allowances
for domestic layovers,
deadhead, overnight
flights and domestic
transit, as per a docu-
ment seen by THIE.
Captains’ domestic layo-
ver allowance rose from 72,000
to 23.000 per 10-24 hours, while
first officers’ jumped from
21,000 to T1,500. Deadhead al-
lowances for scheduled blocks
increased from T3.000 (Captains)
and 21,500 (first officers) to
4,000 and T2,000, respectively
Deadhead allowance is com-
pensation paid to pilots when

they travel as passengers on a
flight to reach a work location
or return home. Though they
are not flving plane, they are
positioning for duty Night al-
lowances shifted from a 1.5x
multiplier on block hours to
fixed 72,000 per night hour for
captains and 71,000 for first of-
ficers. Night allowance is addi-
tional pay for flight duties
performed after mid-
night to compensate for
physiological strain.
IndiGo introduced a
tail-swap allowance for
the first time at 71,500
for captains and 750 for
first officers when aircraft
changes exceed 90 minutes.
This applies to all operating’
deadhead sectors, unlike prior
no-TA eligibility for some cas-
es. Tail-swap allowance com-
pensates pilots for extra work-
load involved in switching
aireraft (changing “tails") dur-
ing a single duty period.
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Delhi HC restrains 18
entities from infringing
Akasa Air trademarks

The Delhi High Court has restrained an aviation institute
and 17 other entities from infringing the trademarks of
Akasa Air for fraudulent purposes.

Justice Manmeet Pritam Singh Arora, who passed the
order of interim injunction, was hearing a suit filed by
SNV Aviation Private Limited, operator of Akasa Air,
alleging that the defendants, Alaska Aviation Academy
Pvt Ltd and 17 others, had colluded and perpetuated job
scams by impersonating its trademarks.

"The plaintiff (SNV Aviation) has received multiple
emails and complaints from several members of the
public stating that the defendants have contacted them
through telephone calls and emails, falsely representing
themselves as agents or employees of the plaintiff
company and i?enng purported employment
opportunities. In the course of such communications,
the said defendants demanded payment of process fees
under the false pretext of recruitment,” the suit said.

It said such acts amounted to impersonation and
fraud to deceive unsuspecting job seekers.

In an order dated December 22, the court said a prima
facie case is made out in favour of SNV Aviation.

“The acts of the infringing defendants in approaching
unwary members of the public, falsely representing that
they are offering employment on behalf of the plaintiff,
and demanding process fees for such employment,
when the plaintitf admittedly follows ne such practice,
clearly amount to misrepresentation, deception, and
passing off,” the court said.

It said that if these entities were not restrained, the
airline would suffer irreparable injury, which could not
be monetarily compensated.

The court restrained till the next date of hearing (on
May 22), the 18 defendants from infringing SNV
Aviation’s trademarks or passing off the plaintiff's
business as their own.



AIRPORTSAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE PIONEER

DELHT

30 DECEMBER 2025

Indigo cancels 118 flights due to bad
weather, operational reasons

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Mumbai

IndiGo on Monday cancelled
118 flights across its network
due to bad weather and
operational reasons, according
to its website.

Of these, six flight services
were axed due to operational
reasons, while the rest were
cancelled due to bad weather
conditions at various airports.

Flight services were cancelled
at Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru,
Cochin, Hyderabad, Kolkata,
Amritsar, Chandigarh, |aipur,
Dehradun, Indore, Patna and
Bhopal, among athers, as per
the IndiGo website.

The airline, in a travel adviso-
ry at11.20 am, said, “Foggy con-
ditions remain in place across
Delhi and several airports in
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northern India, with visibility yet to
improve fully, As a result, the earlier
impact on flight movements is likely to
extend into the noon hours, and some
delays may continue.”

In the advisory posted on X, however,
IndiGo did not say it had cancelled 80
flights on Monday.

“We assure you that flight departures
and arrivals are being sequenced to
ensure steady and orderly movement,
while keeping your journey and comfort
in mind,” the airline added in the adviso-
ry. IndiGo, which cancelled thousands of
fAights, including 1,600 on a particular day,
early this month due to the court-mandat-
ed stricter flight duty and rest period norms
for the pilots, and left lakhs of passengers
stranded at multiple airports, has been
cancelling flights in good numbers since
the start of the fog season on December
10. On December 25, the airline had can-
celled 67 flights to multiple airports, citing
weather conditions, while on Saturday it
cancelled another 57 flights from several
airparts, citing bad weather.

The aviation regulator, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA), has
announced the period between December

e
o RRANANAARERAAL

10 and February 10 next year as the official
fog window this winter.

The Delhi airport, in a passenger advi-
sory issued at 1400 hours, Stated: “Flight
operations at Delhi Airport are running
smoothly as runway visibility has
improved. However, some flight depar-
tures or arrivals for certain destinations
may be impacted. For the latest flight
schedules, please contact your airline or
visit the official airport website.”

The airport in a morning advisory had
stated that “due to persistent dense fog,
flight operations continue to remain
under CAT lll conditions, which may result
in flight delays".

As part of the DGCA fog operations (CAT-
11IB) norms, airlines must mandatorily
roster pilots trained to operate in low-vis-
ibility conditions and deploy a CAT-IIIB-
compliant aircraft fleet for such operations.

Category-l1 is an advanced navigation
system that empowers an aircraft to land
under foggy conditions. Category-lll-Ais a
precision instrument approach and
landing that enables a plane to land with
a runway visual range (RVR) of 200 metres,
while Category-IlI-B helps in landing with
an RVR of under 50 metres.
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Densefogdisruptsair traffic,130 flights cancelled at IGI Airport

UNITED NEWS OFINDIA
New Detfif, 29 December

Delhiwas blanketed by dense
fog on Monday, sharply
reducing visibility across the
national capitaland severely
disrupting air travel while
also worsening already poor
air quality conditions.

Very dense fog engulfed
large parts of the city from
Sunday night, with the Indira
Gandhi International Airport
reporting visibility as low as
50 meters from around 9 pm
until 8 am on Monday.

The foggy conditions
significantly impacted air
travel at 1GI Airport. Poor
visibility led tothe cancellation
of 130 flights, diversion of
eight flights, and delays to
over 200 flights,

Airport operations were
conducted under CAT II1
conditions, which allow aircraft
to land safely in extremely
low visibility. The IGI officials,

later in the day, said 65 arrival
and 65departure flights were
cancelled.

Safdarjung Airportrecorded
similar conditions, according
tothe 530 am forecast issued
by the India Meteorological
Department (IMD). Visibility
at Palam improved marginalby
to 100 meters by 830 am,
while Safdarjung continued
to record visibility of just 50
meters.

As sunlight intensified later
in the morning, fog conditions
gradually improved By 10:30
am, Palam reported shallow
foe with visibility increasing
to amund 500 meters, while
Safdarjung recorded about
300 meters, placing it in the
mioderate category, IMD offidals
said.

"Despite the fog, Delhi
experienced relatively warmer
weather, The minimum
temperature settled at 8.3
degrees Celsius, about two

degrees higher than the previous

day. By late morning,
temperatures acmss several
weather stations rose by 2to
6 degrees Celsius compared
to Sunday, " IMD scientist
Rajendra Kumar Jenamani
said. Delhiairport authorities
said operations have since
returned to normal, though
airlines including IndiGo, Air
India, and SpiceJet advised

passengers to check flight
status before heading to the
airport. IndiGo alonecancelled
80 flights nationwide due to
weather-related disruptions.

Meanwhile Delhi’s air quality
remained a concern. The Air
Quality Index (AQI) breached
the ‘severe’ category at 403
around 7 am before improving
slightly to 390 by noon,

according to data from the
Sameer app.

IMDhasforecast dense fog
durng night and early moming
hoursover the next few days.
While daytime winds may
help disperse pollutants
temporarily, weakening surface
winds later inthe week could
worsen air quality conditions
again,

The
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Zurich-Mum flight lands safely
after cabin pressurisation snag

New Delhi: A SWISS Airbus
operating from Zurich to
Mumbai suffered a cabin
pressurisation snag on Sa-
turday.

The pilot declared an ur-
gency message to Mumbai
ATC and the aireraft landed

safelv. A SWISS spokesper-
son said, “During approach
to Mumbai, the cockpit crew
of our flight detected a mal-
function in the pressurisa-
tion system. There was no
danger to passengersor crew
during landing.”
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Facing resignations, Al and IndiGo

locked in dogfight for captains

New Delhi: Call it the indiGo
scheduli ool o o 1= fallout
tmparct. A clamour has broken
onf betwoen the budget abrline
and Air India group over ha
ving adeguate captalns o av
oid a repeat of what hsppened
umder the new safity-cnhan
cing flight duty time limita-
tion (FDTL) rules, reports
Saurabh Sinha.

Indifio has had to eommit
o DGCA about hiring pilots
it induct W00 in Jan jself —
and Al has already come oul
with an ad for getting more av-
fators om bosrad. Bt both ade)i-
nes e also facing o signifi-
cant mumber of saptain resig-
nations — with some leaving
oni for the other and mostly
T okn g Forelgn e rlers,

5o, the hiring is also to en-
e they don't go bobow thedr

- IndiGo raises pay
- for pilots from
- next month; Al
- plans major salvo

kFromP1

scrambde Tor capalns
: between Air India gro-
i npand IndiGo. While Air In-
din does not have a shortage
¢ nsof now for its flect except
i the Boeing 78T Dreambines it
has to hire for the future, In-
+ AiGo will have to improve its
! pilot-mansgement relations
¢ to retain and attract talent.
: Unless Al India and IndiGe
offer better working condi-
¢ tons to pilots, they will not
¢ be able to stem the Qow to
Middle East and other places
+ Mike Wietnam,” sald Captain
: Bhaldi Lumba, former VP of
AjrIndiaand IndiGo,
¢ IndiGo has slighdy raj
tsed pilot pay from  next
month, by Enfncing some
: existingand sdding new allo-
waneea. Adr India is plan-
: ning a mojor salve, which
+ will be fired in first week of
 Jan
Pilots at both Air India
+ group amd IndiGo have been
unhappy for two main rea-
. sons — poor working condi-
i tons and & pay structure
¢ that did not keep pece with
¢ inflation.

ey lmha will wimess a

From Jan 1, IndiGo to
-
hike pilot allowances
an 1 onwards, IndiGo will
increase pilots’ domestic
layover. deadhead, transit
and night allowance, apart
from introducing o new tail
swap allowance. Tail swap
means pilots hop over to

pnother plane to operate
anocther Night, P10

current numbers, which lias
made the scramble more in-
tense Lhan anvihing seen belb
e in Indian sk

Forance, thelr balance she-
el-comiric hiimian resource de-
partments are on the back foot
and can't oppose sproeing of
ranks after what happened
earlier thismanth, A senior ol

Acer ol one of e two bilg ndl-
an cartiers clakmed Its
ins are alresdy getting "ealls |
with jodning bonus of uplo Ks
Sl lakh™

“Under the new FITL, ox
perienced pilots’ mvailability
will beeome acute, There will
be n ot of posching from each
other," said a senior airline oft
ficer A fow yoars ago, said nse- |
niorpilot, IndiGo had offereda ©
juining bonus o experioneed
aviators to join which would
takecare of the bond yment,
if any, needed to be paid to the
w they were reslming
froun, * This was in the range of
Ra15 lakh o Rs
care o the bond, which back
then was somewhere between
R Bamd 15 lakh,™ thee pllot sabd

» Continued on P10

5 bk o take |
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Dense fog disrupts air; rail ops

130flights canoelled over 300 delayed; trains aiso hrt

TrisunNe News SERvVICE

NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 24
Dense fog engulfed the
national capital on Monday,
disrupting air and rail opera-
tions, with hundreds of
flights cancelled or delayed
and several frams running
hours behind schedule,

As many as 130 fights - 65
arrivals and 65 departures -
were cancelled, while over
300 were delayed due to low
visibility at the Indira Gandhi
International (1G1) Airpart.

Several trains, incuding
premium ones, Were ninning
hours behind schedule, affect-
ing the passengers. As per
Raibway officials, at least 100
trains, including Mumbai
New Delhi Chennai-Nizmm-
mudin  Rajdhani  Express,
AmritsarNew Delhi Shatab-
di Mahabodhi Superfast
Express, Vikramshila
Express, Arunachal Express,
lucknow-New Delhi AC
Superfast Express, Barally-
Newy, Delhy, Interaty, Express,
Muzaffarpur-Forbandar
Express, and Katre-Kota,
among other superfast, mail,
express and passenger catego-
ry trains, were nunning late.

The India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) has
issued an orange alert for
dense fog in Delhi-NCR
till New Year

According 1o the IMD, a
westermn disturbance is likely
in affect North Indis, with

Peopie wai for ther frain at a railvay station in New Dethi on Monday. an

ORANGE ALERT FOR DENSE FOG

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has lssued an orange
alert for dense fogin Delhi-NCR till New Year.

partly doudy skies expected
in Dellu an the evening of
December 31 and the possi-
bility of light rain in parts of
Delhi-NCR on January 1,

As per the Weather Depart-
ment, the 1GL Airport record-
ed a minirmum visibility of 50
meters, which improved to
AL meters At G 3am,

Airlines issued advisories
cautioning passengers
about possible delays and
cancellations. IndiGo said
dense fog in Jammu con-
tinued to affect vishility,
impacting flights operating
o and from the region,
with services subject to
delays or cancellations
depending on weather and
operational feasibility.

SpiceJet warned of dis-

ruplions in Kolkata due to
poor visibility, stating that
all departures, arrivals and
consequential lights could
be affected. Air India also
cautioned passengers that
dense fop across north
India, including at its Del-
hi hub, could have a cas-
caing, impaet, an, ight,
schedules HOTOES ils
domestic network.

The Airports Authority of
India (AAI) issued a broader
advisory, waming of reduced
visihility at select anrports in
northern India and potential
delays. It said passenger
facilitation measures had
been activated, with assis-
tance teams deployed at
affected airports to support
travelers,
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IndiGo cancels over
100flightsdueto
inclementweather

MUMEAI DECEMBER 25
IndiGo on Monday cancelled
118 flights acrossits network
duetobad weather and oper-
ational reasons, according to
its website. Of these, six
flight services were axed due
to operational reasons, while
the rest were cancelled due
to bad weather conditions at
various airports.

Flight services were can-
celled at Del, Mumba, Ben-
galunt, Cochin, Hyvderabad,
Eplkata, Amritsar Chandi-
garh, Jaipur Dehradun,
Indore, Patna and Bhopal,
among others, as per the Indi-
Gowebsite— PTI
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