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Guwahati airport
records increased
passenger, aircraft
movements in 2024

GUWAHATTI, Dec 28: The
Lokprya Gopinath Bordolo
International Airport (LG-
BIA), Guwahati, recorded
the “highest-ever” interna-
tional passenger and aircraft
movements this year since
the Adani Group began man-
aging its commercial opera-
tions from October 2021, a
company statement said on
Saturday.

The airport also regis-
tered an increase in domes-
tic passengers and added new
domestic destinations during
the year, it said. The facility
managed 6.26 million domes-
tic and over 85,000 interna-
tional passengers.

Of the domestic passen-
gers, 3.09 million were ar-
rivals and 3.17 mullion depar-
tures. Addhitionally, it handled
47 578 international passen-
ger arrivals and 38 528 inter-
national departures, the
statement said.

The LGBIA has direct
fhights to three international
destinations — Paro, Malay-
sia and Singapore — which
have contributed to a signifi-
cant increase in the interna-
tional passenger count and air
traffic movements (ATMs),
with the airport witnessing
44,746 domestic and 970 in-
ternational air traffic move-
ments during the year.

The airport recorded the
“highest-ever mternational

passenger numbers and
ATMs since the commence-
ment of commercial opera-
tions (October 8, 2021)7, the
statement said.

The airport introduced
three new domestic routes:
Guwahati-Ahmedabad, Gu-
wahati-Durgapur, and Guwa-
hati-Ziro, with the routes
expected to boost connectiv-
ity and open up new avenues
for trade, tourism and cultur-
al exchange, it added.

The Guwahati Internation-
al Airport Ltd (GIAL) handled
225 million tonnes of perisha-
ble cargo in December 2024,
making it one of the “highest-
ever” for the airport. The to-
tal cargo handled by the air-
port this vear has been 10,089
million tonnes,

During the year, LGBIA
attained ‘Level 2' of the Air-
ports Council International
(ACI) Awrport Customer Ex-
pertence Accreditation.

It underscores the air-
port’s delivery of customer
experiences and commit-
ment to Continuous Improve-
ment, the statement added.

The GIAL is managed by
Adam Airport Holdings Ltd
(AAHL), a subsidiary,of Ada,
ni Enterprises.

GIAL s a public-private
partnership venture be-
tween AAHL and the Air-
ports Authority of India
(AAD.-PTI
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Fast Track Immigration from
Jan. 2025 at Chennai airport

Fast Track Immigration-Trusted Traveller Programme is an initiative implemented by the Centre;

the facility aims to reduce the time required for immigration clearance for registered passengers

Sunitha Sekar

CHENNAI

S

tanding in a queue to
get the immigration
cleared following a
long-haul flight may soon
become a thing of the past
as the Chennai airport is
set to launch the Fast Track
Immigration-Trusted Tra-
veller Programme (FTI-
TTP) in January 2025.

The initiative will ensure
a hassle-free travel expe-
rience for passengers who
have registered themselves
for the initiative. They
would only be required to
produce their passport at
the e-gates to exit.

Enhancing air travel
Implemented by the Union
government, FTI-TTP of
the Bureau of Immigration
(Bol) has been aimed at re-
ducing the time required
for immigration clearance.
Any air passenger, be it

need to scan their passport at the e-gates. FILE PHOTO

an Indian national or a fo-
reign national with OCI
Card (Overseas Citizen Of
India), who wishes to use
this initiative should regis-
ter themselves through
https://ftittp.mha.gov.in.
Eligible passengers are
required to record their
fingerprint and face image
at the Foreigners Regional
Registration Office. Follow-
ing verification, the pas-
senger details will be
uploaded into the system.

The verified passengers
need to scan the passport
at the e-gate.

Registration process
Passengers have already
started registering in the
portal, said sources.
According to officials of
Airports Authority of India
(AAI), nearly 16,000 of
66,000 passengers who
use the Chennai airport are
international travellers.
The facilities have been

made ready at the airport.

The international depar-
ture hall comprises four e-
gates, while the arrival hall
has four e-gates, officials
said. Passengers could also
avail themselves of on-the-
spot registration by access-
ing the registration portal
through the QR codes set
up at the immigration
counters.

“This way, passengers
unaware of the initiative
can register themselves for
it. Registered passengers
can provide their bio-me-
trics at a dedicated coun-
ter,” an official said.

The official said that the
passengers opting for on-
the-spot registration would
have to wait for a few days
after registration to use the
facility as the verification
process may take time.

Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport in New Delhi
had launched this initiative
in June this year.
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Kolkata's Netaji Subhas
ChandraBose Int'l Airport
celebratesits100thyear

In the vibrant heart of Kolkata, where tradition
meels innovation, stands the NetajiSubhas
Chandra Bose International Airport (NSCBI
Airport)- a gateway that has shaped India's
aviation journey for a hundred years and is
also an enduring symbol of resilience,
progress, and connectivity. Established in
1924 as Dum Dum Airport, Kolkata Airport
pioneered Indian aviation by hosting the
Bengal Flying Club (1929), becoming one of
the first jet service hub (1964) and opening
its first dedicated airline cargo terminal in
1975. 1t was renamed as Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose International Airport in 1995
and its New Integrated Terminal which was
inaugurated in 2013 blends heritage with
innovation, cementing its status as the
gateway to East and Northeast India. Spreading
across an area of 1566.3 acres of land and a
built-up area of2,30,000 Sgm, NSCBI Airport
is equipped to serve 26 million passengers
annually and caters to around 49 domestic
and 15 International destinations. Marking
the occasion, a budget-friendly café named
“UDAN Yatri Cafe” at the NSCBI Airport,
Kolkata as a pilot project supporting the
transformative initiatives by MoCAand AAL



IF?f"t 'hf OF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

AU ] HUF‘! T ‘t’

THE TIMES OF INDIA MUMBAT 29 DECEMBER 2024

City and Navi Mumbai ATCs to
coordinate Ist flight’s navigation

ManjuNEtimesofindia.com

Mumbai: The Navi Mumbai
airport project is set for the
first-ever commercial air-
craft landing on the new run-
way 08/26 on Sunday Two we-
eks apo, the Navi Mumbai In-
ternational Airport, in colla-
boration  with  Airports
Authority of India(AAT), suc-
cessfully completed flight ca-
libration of the PAP] equip-
ment of its south runway 08/
5. PAPI, an essential visual
navigation aid, is a row of
light boxes installed adjacent
to the runway. It assists pilots
in maintaining the correct
glide slope angle of descent
during approachand landing.

Theair navigation serviee
for the inaugural Night will be
provided by the air traffic
controllers (sitting at the
Mumbai air traffic control)
till it descends to 3,900 {oet,
Thereafter, the flight will be

GREEN TERMINAL

Phase 1 | Navi Mumbai airport
will have a single runway and
terminal building—design
inspired by a lotus—with

a capacity to handle
2cr flyers per annum
»> 2L sqm T1is being

designed as per LEED gold
standards (LEED: Leadership
in Energy and Environmental
Design—a green building
certification programme)

» Mumbai airport, with a
single runway and 2 passenger
terminals, is MMR's only option
» When both airports are op-
erational, MMR will be served
by about 1,500 flights a day

» Eventually, Mavi Mumbad air-
port to have parallel rurways

handled by the tower control-
ler (the controller who gives
permissions for landing, ta-

keoff, taxi, etc) based at the
Navi Mumbai airport air traf.
fic control tower When the
aircraft takes off, it will be
‘handled by the Navi Mumbai
tower controller up to 2,000 fe-
et and thereafter it will be ha-
ndled by Mumbai air traflic
control. This arrangement is
possible because Mavi Mum-
bai and Mumbai airport run-
ways are only 15km apart. On-
ce Navi Mumbai airport gets
enough traffic, say by 2026, it
will have its independent air
traffic control, said sources.
Om the ground, for connec:
tivity to the city and Mumbai
airport, govt has planned a
‘Gati Shakti model with mul-
ti-modal connectivity'—road,
rail and Metro— as former ci-
vil aviation minister Jvotira-
ditva Scindia announced wh-
en he visited the airport site
early this year; he announced
it would begin commercial
operation by March-end 2025,
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LGBI Airport

GUWAHATI, Dec 28:
The Lokpriya Gopinath
Bordoloi International
Airport (LGBIA) here
recorded the “highest-
ever” international
passenger and aircraft
movements this year
since the Adani Group
began managing its
commercial operations
from October 2021, a
company statement said
on saturday. — PTI
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Navi Mumbai airport to launch service by May

—
Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbai

Navi Mumbai airport will
start operations next May
and construction of its
second passenger terminal
will commence two months
later in July, with the Adani

group accelerating the devel-
opment plans.

Adani Airport Holdings
Limited CEO Arun Bansal
disclosed this on Sunday
after successful completion
of a validation flight to test
the approach and landing
procedure at the airport.

An IndiGo Airbus A320

aircraft operated the trial
flight.

Bansal said the ambition is
to inaugurate the airport by
April 17. Domestic passenger
and cargo operations are ex-
pected to start from mid-
May and international oper-
ations from July-end.

Details p10
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Navi Mumbai airport to start ops from next May

| —
Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbs

Wavi Mumbai airport will
open for operations next
May and construction of its
second  passenger terminal
will commence two months
later in July with the Adani
group accelerating the devel
opment plans.

Adani  Airport  Holdings
Limited CEQ Arun Bansal
disclosed this on Sunday
after successful completion
of a validation fight to test
the approach and landing
procedure at the airport. An
IndiGo Airbus A320 sircraft
operated the trial fight. [ts
report will now b submitted
tothe Directorate General of
Civil Aviation "This is a ma-
jor milestone and we are now
ane step closer to operation

alising the airport, priorit-

a N -

NEW BEGINNING. An indiGo aircraft after landing at Mawvi

Mumbai international Adrport, which witnessed its first
commaarcial aircraft landing on Sunday m

ising safery at every step,”
Bansal said.

Banszal said the ambition is
to inaugurate the airport by
April 17, Domestic passenger
H.I'.Id L"&I!ELI upL'nliums are ox-
pected to start from mid-
May and internationsl oper-
ations from July-end. Dis-
cussions are already
underway with girlines for

development of schedules,

FIRST PHABE
The airport’s first phase will
se¢ the opening of one run
way and 4 terminal with pas-
senger handling capacity of
20 million passengers per
Ve,

Construction  of  the
second terminal with annual

handling capacity of 30 mil-
lion passengers was sup-
poged to scart in 2026, Now
the construction is being ad-
vanced by a year. Thiz is to
carer for high traffic velume
that is anticipated due vo the
planned renovation of Mum-
bai airport’s terminal T1 . As
a result Navi Mumbai airport
expected o handle 20 mil
lion passengers by March
ZLEZh,

While 25-30 per cont af
existing traffic from T1 will
shift to Mumbai airport’s T2
terminal, the remainder will
move to Navi Mumbai.

While this will create ter
minal capacity challenges
(the second rerminal in Navi
Mumbai is expected to be
ready in 3-4 vears), the Adani
group plans to adress the is-
sue through efficient slot
management and
dutomation.
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Navi Mumbai airport set to begin
commercial ops in May 2025: AAHL

International operations to start by July next year; project expected to cost around 18,000 crore

AJINKYA KAWALE
Mumbai, 29 December

avi Mumbai International
NAirport (NMIAL) is set to

be inaugurated in April
next year, followed by the launch
of commercial operations in May,
said a senior executive from the
Adani Airport Holdings (AAHL),
after the first commercial
validation test was conducted at
the under-construction airport
on Sunday.

The airport will start interna-
tional operations by July
next year, said Arun Bansal, chief
executive officer, AAHL, a
subsidiary of Adani Enterprises,
the flagship company of
Adani group.

“After the inauguration on
April 17, we need roughly about
four weeks for security sweep and
other requirements of the airport
procedures which is why we are
looking at the second half of May
2025 for domestic operations,” he
told reporters after the IndiGo
A320 6E9165 aircraft with no pas-
sengers on board touched down
at 1.32 pm at NMIAL on Sunday.

The plane took off from
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport (CSMIA) in
Mumbai at around 12.30 pm.

“The first validation flight has

The IndiGo aircraft that landed as part of a validation test at the

Navi Mumbai International Airport on Sunday

happened today. We now need to
get a formal aerodrome licence
from the DGCA,” Bansal said. The
airport would apply for the aero-
drome permit in February.

A validation landing assesses
new flight instruments installed
at an aerodrome. It confirms
operational safety for aircraft pro-

PHOTO: AJINKYA KAWALE

cedures as part of an aerodrome
certification process.

“A historic milestone as Navi
Mumbai International Airport
welcomed its first commercial
validation flight! Proud of our
team's hard work and grateful for
our stakeholders' unwavering
support,” said Jeet Advani,

Director, AAHL in a post on social
media platform X.

In its first phase of operations,
the airport will have a capacity of
handling 20 million passengers
annually. Itis projected to handle
about eight to 10 million passen-
gers for domestic operations
within the first six months
of its launch.

NMIAL will be the second air-
port to serve the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region. Currently,
CSMIA is the only operational air-
port serving the Mumbai region.
The CSMIA handles over 50 mil-
lion passengers annually.

“There is a pent-up demand
of almost 60-65 million today
which means that 15 million pas-
sengers from Mumbai region
travel to other airports. Navi
Mumbai Airport will cater to and
augment that capacity,” the exec-
utive added.

Following the landing of the
commercial jet, “NMIAL’s estab-
lished flight procedures will be
published in the Electronic
Aeronautical Information
Publication for international pro-
mulgation,” the airport said in a
release. The airport conducted
the flight calibration of the
Instrument Landing System and
Precision = Approach  Path
Indicator, subsequently drafting

instrument approach procedures
to prepare itself for the arrival of
the validation flight.

In October, the Airbus C-295
of the Indian Air Force landed at
the airport, marking the first
touchdown of any flight at the
aerodrome. Earlier, aviation con-
sultancy firm CAPA, in its report
published in October 2023, stated
that Navi Mumbai airport’s con-
struction was facing delays, and
therefore, was likely to com-
mence commercial operations in
2025 instead of 2024.

In January, former civil avia-
tion minister Jyotiraditya Scindia
revised the timeline for the air-
port’s operational launch to
March 2025 from December 2024.
With the latest announcement,
the operational launch has been
pushed further to May 2025.

The entire construction of the
airport is expected to be complet-
ed in five phases. The project is
expected to cost around 18,000
crore. It is the first airport in the
country to have multi-modal con-
nectivity. This includes a linkage
to the project via road, rail, and a
metro system. In the near future,
it is set to be connected
via a waterway. NMIAL is a jointly
owned subsidiary with MIAL
holding 74 per cent, and the rest
by Cidco.
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{ MY INDIA } APR17 INAUGURATION

Navi Mumbai airport
conducts Ist flight test

The upcoming Navi Mumbai International
Airportis set to be functional from next year with
the expected inauguration of the facility on April 17 a
senior Adani Group official said on Sunday. Earlier in
the day, an IndiGo A320 passenger aircraft landed
successfully at 1.32pm at runway 08/26 of the
under-construction airport, paving the way for the
Navi Mumbai International Airport Ltd to seek an
aerodrome licence from the aviation safety regulator
Directorate General of Civil Aviation to start
commercial flight services. PTI
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The grpor’s domestic opeiations sre Sxpeclad
b s2art fram the second half of Moy m

First commercial
flight testat NMIA

It e niening Nawk Ml lnternational
T Abrpart (NSELAT b sl fo bae S Lomal
lmmenrdy mext ol yeurwith the

expocted inaugurstion of the facilinon 17
Aprl asenibor Adani Groopofficlal said on
Sumday

Earlir inrhe day, om Enclic A2 passenger
airerall Linalisl soeersafully af eomaay 265008 ol
the: umder-oonsiraction vt Mumbai
Irtermatbomal Adrper, paving thi way for
segmriny an aerwirmme leenee o stan
commmercis operitions

U ambdtios bs tortheo e coinssercial
irtanygiaratiai ol the sdrjeomn b 17 April,” Al
Ayt Hoddlioggs Ll chicl esecutive Arom
Bamsa] {aled media afer the saceossdul fr)l
lanelmg of the first civil passenger aireraft

Eaanen] saddd thai the domestie opemtions will
start from the second half of May asafter the
il Might s procesdones will ove oo
L P linavestd webnich wedll Eakeralsoid R wisshs,

“This isa momsermtons cay for N Ml
Imtemational Adrgror. Thaseressdul
couap hetion of the validation Aight is 2 major
milestone,” sald Bansal. il




Corporate Communications Directorate

MILLENNIUM POST DELHT 320 DECEMEER 2024

Mumbai

“Our ambition is to do
the commercial inaugura-
tion of the airport by April

Navi Mumbai Airport
conducts commercial flight
test. to be functional from Apr

MPOST BUREAL

MUMBAI: The Navi Mum-
bai Intermational Airport is
expected to become opera-
I.'i.n]:'lca]ﬂcx.rl\lr in the mPEEEE_
cal year, with its inauguration
slated for April 17, a senior
official from the Adani Group
announced on Sunday.

Earlier that day, an IndiGo
A320 aircraft successfully

port, marking a significant
milestone toward obtaining an
aercdrome licence for com-
landed on runway 26/08 of mercial operations.

the under-construction air-

Continued on P4

177" Adani Airport Holdings
Lid CEO Arun Bansal todd
media after the successful
trial landing of the first civil
passenger aircraft. Bansal
said that the domestic oper-
ations will start from the
second half of May as after
the inaugural flight some
rocedures will have to be
tollowed which will take
about four weeks rime.

And by the end of July,
he said, “we expect to start
international operations””

Mavi Mumbai Inter-
national Airport {NMAT)
toak a further step toward
becoming operational with
its first commercial flight
validation test, with the suc-
cessful touchdown at 1.32
pm at runway 26/08, it said.
The aircraft was welcomed
with the traditional water
salute by two Crash Fire

Tenders (CFT) of MMIA.

“This is a momentous
day for MNavi Mumbai Inter-
national Airport. The suc-
cessful completion of the
validation flight is a major
milestone, and we are now
one step closer to operation-
alising the airport, prioritis-
ing satety at every step.’ said
Bansal.

The touchdown of a
commercial aircraft vali-
dates and establishes the
synchronised functioning of
Instrument Approach Pro-
cedures at NMIA

The exercise indludes
technical assessment, land-
ing and take-off manoew-
vres, paving the way for the
DGCA to validate the data
collected from the thight
and for NMIA 1o receive the
aerodrome license, which
is essential to operate the
airport.

Post the successtul land-
ingg, NMIAS established
flight procedures will be
pubilished in the Electronic
Aeronautical Information
Publication (eAIP) for inter-
national prommulgation.

Prior to the landing of
the validation flight, NMIA
successfully oo ed
the flight calibration of the
Instrument Landing Sys-
tem (ILS) and Precision
Approach Path Indicator
{PAPI), subsequently draft-
ing instrument approach
p'.:gccdurﬁ to pifp ¢ itself
foor the arrival of the valida-
tian tlight.
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Locals press for hospital,
airportat Alipurduar

Hundreds of DUSS members, temporarilyshutting down their business establishments, took out
aprotestrallyandsubmitted amemorandumto the Alipurduar divisional railway manager

S'I'H'I'ESII.P«N NEWS SERVICE
SILIGURI, 2B DECEMEBER
fter securing the
Madarihat Assembly
segment in the
ecent by-election
under the leadership of the
local Trinamul Congress
(TMC), the Dooars Unnayan
Sangram Samiti (DUSS) has
been formed to challenge
the BJP on a three-point
agenda for Alipurduar dis-
trict.

Significanty, several mem-
bers of market committees
in Alipurduar town have
joined the DUSS to press for
the establishment of a super-
specialty hospital in the
district headquarters, the
development of an airport
at Hasimara, and the cessation
ofeviction drives by the rail-
ways without proper reha-

bilitation for local traders.

Yesterday, hundreds of

DUSS members, temporarily
shutting down their business
establishments, took out a
protest rally and submitted
amemorandum to the Alipur-

duar divisional railway man-
ager. The DUSS leadership
warned of sustained agitation
if their demands were not
addressed.

DUSS president Dilip
Kumar Roy stated, “We

observed a programme held
onrailways land a few months
ago, duringwhich there was
an announcement about set-
ting up a hospital near the
Alipurduar railway junction.
However, weare yet to receive
any updates on the project.
Additionally, thereisalong-
standing demand for an air-
port at Hasimara, near the
Indian Air Force base, but
there has been no initiative
from the central govern-
ment."

He further added: “Hun-
dreds of marginal traders
depend on their businesses
forlivelihood. Yet, the railway
authorities have issued evic-
tion notices without providing
alternative arrangements.
We demand an immediate
halt to these eviction drives.”

The protest saw partici-
pation from TMC leaders,

including Sourav Chakraborty,
Mridul Goswami, and local
MLA Suman Kanjilal, along
with leaders from traders’
organisations.

Suman Kanjilal, who was
elected an MLA from Alipur-
duaronaBJPticket but later
joined the TMC, remarked:
“The people here want clarity
on the status of the hospital
and airport projects. While
there is reported clearance
from the railway authorities
for hospital land, there has
been no response from the
central government regarding
the airport proposal at Hasi-
mara.”

Chief minister Mamata
Banerjee has outlined plans
to develop an airport at Hasi-
mara, aiming to enhance
connectivity between North
Bengal and Kolkata as well
as other parts of the country.
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After first civilian test flight landing,
Navi Mumbai airport set for May ops

VALIDATION FLIGHT DONE AT NMIA

Manjuv@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: The Navi Mumbai
airport missed its much-tout-
ed March-end deadline, but
not by much as the city’s sec-
ond commercial flights air-
port is expected to be inaugu-
ratedon April17. Accesstothe
public will begin four weeks
later;, in the second half of
May, when airlines com-
mence domestic flights, along
with cargo operations. By the
end of July international
flights will start, said Arun
Bansal, CEO, Adani Airport
Holdings Ltd on Sunday.

(Given that the Navi Mum-
bai International Airport
(NMIA)isagreenfield airport
— built on undeveloped land
— and built 1n 2024-25, it will
have “all the modern ameni-
ties from day one like biomet-
rics, connectivity between
terminals,” said Bansal.

On  Sunday, around
12.30pm, an IndiGo A320 air-
craft took off from Mumbai
airport and spent an hour cir-
cling over Karjat, Pen, carry-
ing out technical assessment
and missed approach mano-
euvres as part of the “valida-
tion flight” process.

At1.32pm, theaircraftdid
a touchdown on runway 08-
26, becoming the first airline
jet to land at NMIA. The data
collected from the validation
flight will be submitted to
the aviation regulator for
grantof the mandatory aero-
drome licence.

On Oct 11, an Indian Air
Force (C-295, a large multi-
role tactical airlifter, carried
out an inaugural landing on
the NMIA runway.

The phase-s1 terminal
building has a capacity of 20
million passengers per an-
num (ppa). To put that in per-
spective, last fiscal, airports
like Chennai and Kolkata
handled about 20 million
ppa. Mumbail airport han-
dled 52.8 million ppa, while
Delhi, the busiest airport in
the country, handled 73.6 mil-
lion ppa. “Navi Mumbai air-
port will start with 10-12 mil-
lion ppa, with 8-9 million do-
mestic and about 2-3 million
international passengers,”
sald Bansal. By mid-2026, it
will reach 20 million capaci-
ty. “NMIAs terminal 2 will
have 30 million ppa capacity
and will go live by the end of
2028," Bansal said.

When commissioned, the
much-awaited NMIA will
share the burden of the con-
gested Mumbai airport,
which is served by a single
runway. “About 15 million
passengers from the Mum-

TEST FLIGHTS

Dec 29, 12.30pm: IndiGo
A320 aircraft takes off
from Mumbai airport,
circles over Karjat for an
hour as part of the
validation flight process

1.32pm: Aircraft touches
down on runway 08-26, is
first airline jet to land at
Navi Mumbai airport

Oct 11: An Indian Air Force
C-295, a large multi-role
tactical airlifter, carries
out inaugural landing on
the NMIA runway

Mumbai or Navi Mumbai
airport? Flyers to choose

When booking an air ticket,
passengers can compare
fares for flights operating
out of Mumbai and Navi
Mumbai airports. They can
then choose which airport
they want to go to

» Technical data collected by the
validation flight will be submitted
to the DGCA for procurement of
an aerodrome licence

The Navi Mumbai airport is set
to begin domestic operations
from May and international
flights by July-end
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Validation flight done, what nther :Iearances needed?

» 70 days needed to get all
approvals done, which is why
NMIA has planned inauguration
on April 17. After that, four weeks

> On Feb 6, NMIA will submit
docus needed for Aeronautical
Information Publication, which
gives info on air navigation, local
regulations, airport limitations, etc  slots, offices, and parking bays

are needed for security processes
to be completed, after which
domestic flights will begin

> NMIA is in talks with airlines for

bal region are travelling to
nearby states or other air-
ports,” Bansal said. “Air-
linesareverykeentomoveto
Navi Mumbai to capture that
additional passenger growth
from Mumbai,” he said, add-
ing that all domestic airlines
are big enough, and so they
won’'t move their entire oper-

Single runway is not
a limiting factor
single runway can handle flights
that carry up to 50 million
passengers per annum (ppa). But
NMIA phase-1 terminal has a
capacity of 20 million ppa, which is
expected to be reached by mid-2026.
In phase-Il, terminal 2 with a
capacity of 30 million ppa is
expected to be ready by 2028 end

ations to NMIA.
“But certain internation-

mile connectivity will con-
tinue to improve. There is a
proposal for anew Metroline
from Navi Mumbai to the ex-
1sting Mumbai airport. A lot
of highway connectivity has
happened, and last mile con-
nectivity willalsobeready in
time for commercial oper-
ations,” he said.

al airlines with only a few
flights per day might decide to
have all their operations ei-
ther out of Mumbai or Navi
Mumbai,” he added.
Speaking about connec-
tivity, Bansal said, “We're
very hopeful that the last-
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® FLYING COLOURS

Smooth takeofts in abusy year

—
Aneesh Phadnis

touched newer highs in

2024 with record growth in
traffic, big-ticket orders, mer-
gers and acquisitions, and cus-
tomer-centric initiatives.

While spiritual tourism re-
ceived a fillip with the opening
of Ayodhya airport in January,
regional connectivity aimed
higher with the launch of Goa-
based carrier FLY91 in March.
Two airline startups — Air Ker-
ala and Al Hind Air — an-
nounced plans to connect Ker-
ala with other parts of the
country in 2025.

The big story of the year was,
of course, the consolidation in
the sector. Following two sets of
airline mergers at the Tata
group — AIX Connect with Air
India Express and Vistara with
Air India— Air India has cemen-
ted its place as the country’s
second largest aviation group. It
made its growth ambitions clear
with investments in a pilot
training centre, maintenance
repair and overhaul facilities,
and an order for 100 new Airbus
planes. Air India is locked in a
fierce competition with IndiGo,
which has pivoted from its no-
frills brand to a hybrid carrier.

SpiceJet came back from the
brink, raising 33,000 crore fresh
capital in September. The airline
is now stabilising its operations
and paying off vendor dues.
However, it was not a happy res-
olution for Go First and Jet Air-
ways, both of which entered into
liquidation.

I ndia’s aviation growth story

LOVE OF FLYING

Domestic airlines flew over 146
million passengers in the first 11
months of the year, registering a
6 per cent year-on-year gro
Daily passenger traffic also
crossed the five-lakh mark on
four occasions in the past 50
days.

Digiyatra, the biometric-
based paperless boarding pro-
cess, is now available at 24 air-
ports countrywide. A trusted
traveller programme was rolled
out at Delhi airport in June for
quicker immigration checks.

December also saw the
launch of Udan Yatri cafe at

AERO DYNAMIC. The number of flyers grew steadily in 2024 s.comserc

Kolkata airport, offering afford-
able snacks to travellers.

Civil Aviation Minister Ram
Mohan Naidu Kinjarapu said the
cafe is a testament to the gov-
ernment’s vision to make air
travel inclusive, affordable and
accessible to all.

NEW AIRPORTS, ROUTES
Fliers can look forward to more
new connections and improved
travel experiences as airlines
and airports expand their offer-
ings in 2025.

Jewar and Navi Mumbai air-
ports will begin operations in
the first half of the year, helping
ease the slot constraints and on-
time performance challenges
faced by airlines.

While Jewar airport is adding
nine extra parking bays to the
originally planned 25, Delhi air-
port is streamlining its proced-
ures for added efficiency and
expansion.

These initiatives come even
as domestic airlines receive new
aircraft and restore their groun-
ded fleet.

Foreign airlines, too, are
bullish about growth prospects.
“We believe 2025 will be a
pivotal year for India as it
strengthens its position as a ma-
jor global aviation centre, driven
by increased demand and infra-

structure investments,” says
Shivani Singh Deo, country
manager, Virgin Atlantic.

Delhi International Airport
Limited (DIAL) plans to launch
various initiatives to enhance
terminal capacity.

This includes optimising re-
source allocation in bays, gates,
and other passenger touch-
points at terminal T3.

While a predictive operations
centre was rolled out in Hydera-
bad in December, Delhi airport
will also have it soon. The sys-
tem leverages artificial intelli-
gence and machine learning
technologies for predictive
planning of operations and real-
time monitoring, a DIAL
spokesperson says.

Noida International Airport
(NIA) has been engaging with
airlines even before it bid for the
concession in 2019 to help
design infrastructure that
works well for carriers and pas-
sengers, says its CEO, Chris-
toph Schnellmann.

“We have optimised various
aspects, such as facilitating
swift turnaround times, expedi-
tious flight transfers, and min-
imising walking distances for
passengers. Airlines from across
West Asia and Southeast Asia
are expressing strong interest in
the airport,” he says.
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Air India to fly to 5 new international
destinations; Manila, Jakarta on radar

———
Rohit Vaid
Mew Delhi

The Tata Group-promoted
Air India plans to add five
more major international
destinations to its network
in 2025, contingent on air-

craft availability, sources
told businessline. In the
pipeline are destinations

such as Manila, Jakarta, Dal-
las, and Los Angeles, which
are planned to be added to
the list of around 45 interna-
tional destinations in Air In-
dia’s international network.
Air India did not respond to
queries sent.

Sources told businessline,
“Though supply-side issues
will linger on for some more
time to come, however, by
and large, 2025 is expected to
remain muted. This has
given us hope to receive new
aircraft and to deploy them
On new overseas routes.”

Besides, capacity addition
asaresult of the Vistara mer-
ger, as well as rationalisation
of the network, has given the
airline some bandwidth to
consider such a move at a
time when aircraft deliveries
have been impacted due to
supply-side issues.

In November, Air India

Dallas and Los Angeles will
also be added to the existing
45 destinations in the carrier’s
international network

Group’s Managing Director
& CEO Campbell Wilson had
said that the recent strike at
Boeing’s manufacturing fa-
cilities in the US and supply
chain constraints have
slowed down network ex-
pansion plans. “We just have
to adjust our plans with re-
spect to 2025,” he said.

NEW ROUTES

Notably, the flight schedule
to Manila and Jakarta has not
vet been declared; however,
these are expected to start in
the first half of 2025. On the
other hand, services to des-
tinations such as Dallas and
Los Angeles might start later
during the next year. Apart
from these destinations, ad-

ditional flight frequencies to
Europe are also on the cards.
Air India recently com-
menced flights on new
routes such as Mumbai-New
York, Mumbai-Melbourne,
Delhi-Amsterdam,  Delhi-
Zurich, and Bengaluru-Lon-
don. In 2024, Air India added
five new destinations out-
side India to its network: Ku-
ala Lumpur, Ho Chi Minh
City, Zurich, Bali, and Mauri-
tius. Furthermore, sources
said that rising international
passenger traffic to and from
India is giving impetus to the
airline’s focus on interna-
tional route expansion.

100% GROWTH
Per sources, since 2022,
when the Tatas took over Air
India’s management, the air-
line has grown its I-to-I busi-
ness byalmost 100 per cent.
Since January 2023, Air In-
dia has added new flights
from Delhi to Birmingham,
Milan, Copenhagen, Vienna,
Amsterdam, and Zurich in
Europe, which are comple-
mented by new flights to
Phuket, Ho Chi Minh City,
and Kuala Lumpur, alﬂng
with frequency increases to
Kathmandu, Colombo,
Singapore, and Bangkok.
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Airlines to furnish details of international passengers, cabin crew to Customs Dept from April 1

—
Shishir Sinha
Maws Dalhl

Come April 1, all airlines fiyv-
ing ta ar from India will be
required to submit details of
all  passengers (including
transit) and cabin crew tw In-
dian Custom  Department
for risk analvsis,

Im a communication to all
the airlines (schaeduled, non-
scheduled and their author-
ised agents) operating inter-
national flights to and from
India, CBIC said that the
data need to be submitted to
the Matienal Customs Tar-

. 1 |
MCTC-Pax would store the
passanger details for 5 years

geting  Centre-Passenger
(NCTC-Pax). “Every aircraft
operutor shall register with
KCTC-Pax by January 10,"

the communication said.
Further, it said that the sys-
tem will be implemented on
a piloc basis with some air-
lines by February 10, while
full-zscale  operation s
planned from April 1 for in-
dmvidual airlines, The date
will be June 1 for airlines

wha intend to operate
through GDS {(Global Distri-
hution System,

This move is being imple-
mented bused on the provi-
sion made in Finance Act
2017, CBIC hos already said
that passengers are not re-
quired to individually submit

any information to Customs,

neither do they need to fur-
nish any additional informa-
tion to the Airlines on ac-
count of these regulations.
Airlines are already collect-
ing this informarion under
the aegns of the Chicago Con-
vention on  Intermational
Civil Aviazlon,

ENHANCE DETECTION

Further, these regulations
are meant to enhance detec-
tion, interdiction und invest-
igative capabilitics of Cus-
toms  authorities  using
non-intrusive techniques for
cum]:raLi.uﬁ,' offences reluted
to smuggling of contrahand

such #2 narcotics, psycho-
tropic substances, gold, arms
und ammunition etc. that
directly impact national se-
curity.

Airlines are to provide 19
types of information related
with passengers. These in-
clude wvailuble frequent Ayer
and henefit information i.e.,
free tckets, upgrades, e1c),
ather mames on PNR, includ-
ing number of travellars on
FNR, all availsble contact
(email, telephone mumbser,
mobile number  informa-
tion}, all available payment)
billing information (e
credit card number), travel

agency/travel agent, travel
status of passenger {includ-
iy comfirmations and check-
in sratus), baggage informa-
tion, seat information, de-
tails of passport  beside
others.

NCTC-Pax would  store
these detadls for five vears for
the parpase of “prevention,
detection, investigation and
prosecution” of offences un-
der the Costoma Act. The in-
formation is alse to be
shared with the law enforce-
ment agencies, government
departments or even forcign
governments. However, do-
mestic and foreign entitics

will be required to specify
the purpose of seeking dara,

SURJECT TO PRIVACY

It was also said that the pas-
senger name record informa-
tion received by Customs
designated svstem shall be
subject to the strict informa-
tion privacy and protection
under the law. Processing of
passenger name record in-
formation revealing a per-
son's race or ethnic crigin,
political opinions, religion ar
philosophical beliefs, trade
union membership, health,
sexual life or sexual orienta-
tion, will not be permitted.
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Section of Akasa Air pilots
seeks detailed DGCA audit

Resentmentamong a section of Akasa Air

pilots continued, allegedly, overtraining
issues with these pilots seeking a detailed
DGCA auditofthe airline a day afterthe
regulator ordered suspension of two senior

" airline officials for certain lapses.In a detailed

= communication to the civil aviation ministry

- andthe DGCA on Saturday, the section of pilots

has also mentioned thattheywereinthe process of forminga

pilots' union atthe airline. PTI
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Several airlines call
off tlights to Russia

Moscow, Dec., 28: Several
airlines have announced
the suspension of flights
to Russian cities, after
Western experts and the
US suggested the crash of
the Azerbaijan Airlines
this week may have been
caused by a Russian anti-
aircraft missile.

Moscow has declined to
comment on reports the
plane could have been
accidentally shot down by
its air defence,

Russia has said that
Grozny, the Chechen capi-
tal where the plane was
meant to land, was being
attacked by Ukrainian
drones that day

It crashed near the
Kazakh city of Aktau
Wednesday, killing 38 of
the 67 people on board.

Turkmenistan Airlines
— the national carrier of

the reclusive Central
Asian state — was the lat-
est airline to announce
cancellations Saturday

It said that “regular
flights between Ashgabat-
Moscow-Ashgabat were
cancelled from 30/12/2024
to 31/01/2025," without
giving an explanation.

The decision came after
UAE airline flydubai sus-
pended flights between
Dubai and the southern
Russian cities of Mineral-
nye Vody and Sochi that
were scheduled between
Decemher 27 and January

3. Kazakhstan's Qazaq Air
has suspended its flights
to Russia’s Urals city of
Yekaterinburg until the
end of January

Earlier this week, Israeli
airline El Al said it was
suspending its flights to
Moscow for a week.

The Azerbaijan Airlines
Embraer 190 crashed near
the western Kazakh city
of Aktau, on the shores of

the Caspian Sea.
It was carrying out a
flight between

Azerbaijan’s capital Baku
and the city of Grozny in
Russia.

For several days, some
Western experts have
been pointing to a crash
caused by a Russian anti-
aircraft missile,

Citing preliminary
results of an investiga-
tion, Azerbaijam's trans-
port minister said Friday
that the crash suffered
physical “external inter-
ference,” Statements from
Azerbaijan citing the
investigation into the inci-
dent suggest Baku
believes the plane was hit
mid-air — AFP
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Fiery Plane Crash Kills 179 in

Worst Airline Disaster in S Korea

Boeing 737-800 operated by Jeju Air skidded across runway and smashed into a wall

PHOTOS: BLOOMBERG

Muan County, South Korea: The
deadliest air accident ever in So-
uth Koreakilled 179 people on Sun-
day, when an airliner belly-landed
and skidded off the end of the run-
way, erupting in a fireball as it
slammed into a wall at Muan In-
ternational Airport.

Jeju Air flight 7C2216, arriving
from the Thai capital Bangkok with
175 passengers and six crew on bo-
ard, was attempting to land shortly
after9a.m. (0000 GMT)at theairport
inthesouthof the country, South Ko-
rea’s transport ministry said.

Two crew members survived and
were being treated for injuries.

Thedeadliestair accident on South
Korean soil was also the worst invol-
ving a South Korean airline in near-
ly three decades, according to the
transport ministry.

The twin-engine Boeing 737-800
was seen in local media video skid-
dingdown the runway with novisib-
le landing gear before crashing into
navigation equipment and a wall in
an explosion of flames and debris.

“Onlythetail partretainsalittle bit
of shape, and the rest of (the plane)
looks almost impossible to recogni-
se,” Muan fire chief Lee Jung-hyun
told a press briefing.

The two crew members, a man and
a woman, were rescued from the tail
section of the burning plane, Lee sa-
1d. They were being treated at hospi-
tals with medium to severe injuries,
said the head of the local public he-
alth centre.

Authorities combed nearby areas
for bodies possibly thrown from the
plane, Lee said.

Investigators are examining
bird strikes and weather condi-
tions as possible factors, Lee said.
Yonhap news agency cited air-
port authorities as saying a bird
strike may have caused the lan-
ding gear to malfunction.

The crash was the worst for any So-
uth Korean airline since a 1997 Kore-
an Air crash in Guam that killed mo-
re than 200 people, according to
transportation ministry data. The
previous worst on South Korean soil
was an Air China crash that killed
129 in 2002.
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ternational Airport in Muan County, South Korea; Jeju Air CEO Kim E-bae
and other executive members bow in apology to relatives of passengers;

Family and relatives of victims of crash

Experts said the bird strike report
and the way theaircraftattempted to
land raised more questions than
answers.

“A bird strike is not unusual, pro-
blemswithanundercarriagearenot
unusual,” said Airline News editor
Geoffrey Thomas. “Bird strikes hap-
pen far more often, but typically
theydon’'tcausethelossof anairpla-
ne by themselves.”

Under global aviation rules, So-
uth Korea will lead a civil investi-
gation into the crash and automa-
tically involve the National
Transportation Safety Board in
the United States where the plane
was designed and built.

‘MY LAST WORDS'

Hours after the crash, family mem-
bers gathered in the airport’s arri-
val area, some crying and hugging
as Red Cross volunteers handed
out blankets.

Many victims appeared to be resi-
dents of nearby areas returning
from vacation, officials said.

Families screamed and wept as a
medicannounced the namesof vic-
tims identified by their finger-
prints. Papers were circulated for
families to write down their con-
tactdetails.

One relative stood at a micropho-
ne to ask for more information
from authorities. “My older brot-

herdied andIdon’t know what’s go-
ingon,” hesaid. “Idon’t know.”

Another asked journalists not to
film. “We are not monkeys in a
Z00,” he said. “We are the bereaved
families.”

Mortuary vehicles lined up outsi-
detotake bodies away, and authori-
ties said a temporary morgue had
been established.

The crash site smelled of aviation
fuel and blood, according to Reu-
ters witnesses. Workers in protec-
tive suits and masks combed the
area while soldiers searched thro-
ugh bushes.

The control tower issued a bird
strike warning and shortly after-
ward the pilots declared mayday
and then attempted to land from
the opposite direction, a transport
ministry official said.

A passenger texted a relative to
sayabirdwasstuck inthewing, the
Newsl agency reported. The per-
son’s final message was, “Should I
say my last words?”

The aircraft was manufactured in
2009, the transport ministry said.

The two CFM56-7B26 engines we-
re manufactured by CFM Interna-
tional, a joint venture between GE
Aerospace and France’s Safran,
the transport ministry said.

A CFM spokesperson said, “We
aredeeplysaddened by thelossof
Jeju Air flight 2216. We extend
our heartfelt sympathies to the
families and loved ones of those
on board.”

Jeju Air CEO Kim E-bae apologi-
sed for the accident, bowing deeply
during atelevised briefing.

He said the aircraft had no record
of accidents and there were noear-
ly signs of malfunction. The airli-
ne will cooperate with investiga-
tors and make supporting the bere-
aved its top priority, Kim said.

No abnormal conditions were re-
ported when the aircraft left Bang-
koK's Suvarnabhumi Airport, said
Kerati Kijmanawat, president of
Airportsof Thailand.

The passengers included two
Thainationalsand therestarebeli-
eved to be South Koreans, accor-
ding to the transportation mini-
stry. —Reuters
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M Section of Akasa Air
Pilots Seeks DGCA Audit

MUMEBAI: Resentment among a section
of Akasa Air pilots continued allegedly
over training issues, with these pilots
seeking adetailed DGCA audit of the
airline after the regulator ordered
suspension of two senior officials.Ina
communication tothe civil aviation
ministry and the DGCA on Saturday,
the section of pilots has also mentio-
ned thatthey are in the process of
forming apilots union at the airline.
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FLIGHT OPERATED BY JEJU AIR CRASHES AND CATCHES FIRE AFTER SKIDDING DOWN RUNWAY; NATION DECLARES 1 WEEK OF MOURNING

179 die as plane crashes in worst-ever accident in S Korea
Atest for newacting prez

BLOOMBERG
December 29

A BOEING 737-800 aircraft
operated by Jeju Air crashed
and caught fire after skidding
down an airport runway in
South Korea, killing most of
the 181 peopleonboard in one
of the country’sworst-ever avi-
ationdisasters.

Flight 2216 was carrying
175 passengers and six crew
from Bangkok to Muan Inter-
national Airport in the coun-
try's south, according to offi-
cials. Some 179 people were
killed, with only a pair of
flight attendants surviving,
Yonhap reported.

The pilot issued a mayday
emergency call minutes after
the control towerwarned of a
bird strike. He aborted the
landing, started a go-around
and switched direction on the
runway in his second attempt.
The single-aisle plane

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

READ TO LEAD

....." _-,-‘;1

Rescue workers salvage remains at the site ofthe crash at Muan International Airport in South

Korea on Sunday. Only two out of 181 people survived the accident

touched down without its
landing geardeployed,sliding
down the runway at high
speed before hitting a wall at
the end of the strip and
exploding into flames.

The accident is the dead-

Mon, 38 December 2024

liest passenger airline disaster
in South Koreato date.
Investigators, who man-
aged to retrieve the two flight
recorders from the wreckage,
will seek to understand howa
possible bird strike and the

REUTERS

landing-gear failure might be
connected, and why the air-
craft didn’tcometoa standstill
before smashing into the
embankmen.Acting President
Choi Sang-mok declared a
weekof mourning.

Did a bird
strike cause it?

UNCERTAINTIES
SURROUNDTHE plane
crash in South Korea,
experts said on Sunday,
questioning initial
suggestions that a bird
strike might be behind
the accident. The
apparent absence of
landing gear, timing of
the twin-engine Boeing
737-800's belly-landing
at the airport and
reports of a possible bird
strike all raised questions
that could not yet be
answered. Officials said
they were probing the
cause, including a
possible bird strike.
REUTERS

REUTERS
Seoul, December 29

WHEN SOUTHKOREA'S acting
President Choi Sang-mok
arrived at the scene of the
deadliest air disaster on the
country's soil on Sunday, he
had been on the job for less
than 48 hours,

Chot, the country's finance
minister,becameacting leader
on Friday night after the
impeachment of Prime Minis-
ter Han Duck-soo, who had
been acting president since
President Yoon Suk Yeol was
impeached and suspended
from power on December fol-
lowing his attempt to impose
martiallaw.

The bewildering turmover
at the top of Asia's fourth-
largest economy and one of its

Choi Sang-mok became
acting leader on Friday night

most vibrant democracies left
the government scrambling
when Jeju Air flight 7C2216
slammed into a wall at Muan
International Airport on Sun-
day. Choivisited the sitea few
hours after the crash and
declared it a special disaster

zone. Behind the scenes, gov-
ernment offices were still fig-
uring out the chain of com-
mand and how press
statements would be released,
a ministry spokesperson and
four other officials told
Reuters, “Today Choi went to
Muan with land ministry offi-
cials, not finance ministryoffi-
cials,"a spokesperson said. "A
team of transportation min-
istry officials and safety min-
istry officials will report
directly to Choi regarding the
Muan plane crash fornext few
weeks. As for how we will dis-
tribute press releases onall his
schedules - still undecided.”
Each ministry involved in
foreign policy, administrative
issues or safety has teams
reporting to Choi, but Yoon's
presidential staff does not.

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/76520340
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Which way I fly is
hell: 100 IndiGo pax
face 16-hour delay

Dhairya Gajara

MUMBAT

Over 100 passengers flving
from Mumbai to Istanbul
were stuck at Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj International
Airport for more than 16
hours after their Istanbul-
bound IndiGo flight was can-
celled owing to a technical
glitch.

Scheduled to depart at
6.55am on Saturday, Indigo’s
Flight8ET finalby flew at11pm
after passengers posted their
complaints on social media.
The 4 hour-40 minute flight
was expected to land in
Istanbul at 5.40am on Sunday.
The FPJ contacted Indigo for
their comment on the long
delay but the airline did not
provide any reply till the time
of gning to press.

A passenger, Shubham
Singh posted on X, “Stuck at
Mumbai airport; trying to
board Indigo flight to
Istanbul. Airline refusing to
justify delay, making passen-
gers sit for hours in the sero-
bridge..”

Since flvers uwsually take
connecting flights to Europe
via Istanbul, some of the pas-
sengers also shared their
waorries about further jour-
neys. Atharva Pradhan wrote

on X, . Pretty sure the con-
necting flight from Istanbul
will be missed. Please provide
an immediate solution for
this” Sachin Chintalwad,
wrote, “Dear IndiGo, this is
not fair, Now its a 5-hr delay...
I have a connecting flight
IAD Washington and I'm
going to miss that”

On X, Sonam Saigal com-
plained that her brother was
stuck for more than 12 hours
due to ‘extremely unprofes-
sional behaviour by Indigo
and their staff”. She said he
had a flight to Istanbul which
first got delayved, then he was
made to board and deboard
twice. “The staff is extremely
rude and refuse to answer any
questions about rescheduling
and refund” she posted.

Another flver, Jai Sandhu,
wrote on X, “The most atro-
cious experience while trying
to travel on Indigo flight
Istanbul.. The fight was
scheduled for 6:55 am and
was delayed.. covered with
false lies, putting people
through hell”
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179 killed in S Korea jet crash,
deadliest air tragedy in 9 years

Associated Press
etters@hindustantimes.com

SEOQUL: A passenger plane skid-
led off a runway at a South
Corean airport on Sunday,
slammed into a concrete fence
ind burst into flames after its
ront landing gear apparently
ailed to deploy. All but two of
he 181 people on board died in
ne of the country’s worst avia-
ion disasters, and the world’s
nost fatal plane crash since 2015.

The Jeju Air plane crashed
vhile landing in the town of
Vuan, about 290km south of
seoul. The transport ministry
aid the plane was a 15-year-old
Joeing 737-800 jet that had
irrived from Bangkok and that
he crash happened at 9.03am.

A total of 179 people — 85
emales, 84 males and 10 others
vhose genders weren't immedi-
itely identifiable — died in the
ire, the South Korean fire
igency said. Emergency work-
rs pulled two people, both
rew members believed to at the
ear of the cabin at the time of
he crash, to safety. Health offi-
jals said they are conscious
ind not in life-threatening con-
lition.

Among the 177 bodies found
0 far, officials have identified
38, the fire agency said. The pas-
sengers were predominantly
south Korean, as well as two
[hai nationals.

Ju Woong, director of the
“wha Womans University Seoul
{ospital, where one of the sur-
fivors was hospitalised, said the
nan was being treated in an
ntensive care unit for fractures
o his ribs, shoulder blade and
ipper spine. Ju said the man,
vhose name wasn't released,
old doctors he “woke up to find
himself) rescued.”

Footage of the crash aired by
south Korean television chan-
1els showed the plane skidding
wcross the airstrip at high speed,
ipparently with its landing gear
till closed, overrunning the

continued on-37

How the last moments unfolded

issued bird
strike warning
during first
approach

Pilots
declared

l Control tower |

Tl

Canadian airliner

y——

Plane attempted belly Iading
without visible landing gear

before hitting wall

i,

-
el it

on fire after landing

OTTAWA: An Air Canada flight
travelling from St John's City on
Newfoundland Island had a
rough landing at the Halifax air-
portin Goffs in Nova Scotia prov-
ince, as the aircraft skidded
down the runway and part of it
caught fire.

A statement issued by the air-
port said the incident involved
Air Canada Flight 2259, which
was operated by PAL Airlines,
CBC News reported. The incident
happened around 9.30pm local
time. The statement does not say
how many people were on the
plane.

The people on board were
evacuated, and then taken to a

All passengers were evacuated
safely, said officials.

hangar to be checked out by par-
amedics, CBC News said.

Due to the incident, the Hali-
fax airport was temporarily
closed on Saturday night. A pas-
senger told CBC News that one of
the plane’s wheels did not deploy
properly upon landing. Pl

Aircraft skidded down runway

Azerbaijan accuses

Russia of cover-up

BAKU/MOSCOW: Azerbaijan's
President ITham Aliyev said on
Sunday that the Azerbaijani air-
liner that crashed last week was
shot down by Russia, albeit
unintentionally, and criticised
Moscow for trying to “hush up”
the issue for days.

“We can say with complete
clarity that the plane was shot
down by Russia... We are not
saying that it was done inten-
tionally, but it was done,” he
said,

Aliyev said that the airliner,
which crashed Wednesday in
Kazakhstan, was hit by fire from
the ground over Russia and “ren-
dered uncontrollable by elec-

tronic warfare,” Aliyev said he
was “upset and surprised” by
versions of events put forward
by Russian officials.

“For the first three days we
heard nothing from Russia
except delirious versions,” he
said.

Aliyev said Azerbaijan made
three demands to Russia in con-
nection with the crash.

“First, the Russian side must
apologise to Azerbaijan. Second,
it must admit its guilt. Third,
punish the guilty, bring them to
criminal responsibility and pay
compensation to the Azerbaijani
state, the injured passengers and
crew members,” he said. spn

S KOREA PLANE CRASH

runway and colliding head-on
with a concrete wall on the out-
skirts of the facility, triggering an
explosion. Other local TV stations
aired footage showing thick
plumes of black smoke billowing
from the plane, which was
engulfed in flames.

Lee Jeong-hyeon, chief of the
Muan fire station, told a televised
briefing that the plane was com-
pletely destroyed, with only the
tail assembly remaining recog-
nisable among the wreckage. Lee
said that workers were looking
into various possibilities about
what caused the crash, including
whether the aircraft was struck
by birds.

Transport ministry officials
later said their early assessment
of communication records show
the airport control tower issued a
bird strike warning to the plane
shortly before it intended to land
and gave its pilot permission to
land in a different area. The pilot
sent out a distress signal shortly
before the crash, officials said.

Senior transport ministry offi-
cial Joo Jong-wan said workers
have retrieved the flight dataand
cockpit voice recorders of the
plane’s black box. He said it may
take months for investigators to
complete their probe. The runway
at the Muan airport will be closed
until January 1, the ministry said.

Thailand’s prime minister, Pae-
tongtarn Shinawatra, expressed
deep condolences to the families
of thoseaffected by the accident in
a post on social platform X. Pae-
tongtarn said she ordered the
ministry of foreign affairs to pro-
vide assistance immediately.

Boonchuay Duangmanee, the
father of a Thai victim, told the
Associated Press that his daugh-
ter, Jongluk, had been workingin
a factory in South Korea for sev-
eral years and had returned to
Thailand to visit her family.

“I heard that the plane
exploded in Korea this morning.
But I did not expect atall that my
daughter would be on this flight,”
he said. “I never thought that this
would be the last time we would
see each other forever.”

Kerati Kijmanawat, the
director of Airports of Thailand,
confirmed in a statement that Jeju
Air flight 7C 2216 departed from
Suvarnabhumi Airport with no
reports of abnormal conditions
with the aircraft or on the run-
way. Jeju Air in a statement
expressed its “deep apology” over
the crash and said it will do its
“utmost to manage the aftermath
of the accident.”

Ina televised news conference,

l § EwwrIve

Kim E-bae, Jeju Air's president,
bowed deeply with other senior
company officials as he apolo-
gised to bereaved families and
said he feels “full responsibility”
for the incident. Kim said the
company hadn't identified any
mechanical problems with the
aircraft following regular check-
ups and that he would wait for the
results of government investiga-
tions into the cause of the inci-
dent. Boeing said in a statement
on X it was in contact with Jeju
Air and is ready to support the
company in dealing with the
crash. The Muan crash is one of
the deadliest disasters in South
Korea's aviation history. The last
time South Korea suffered a large-
scale air disaster was in 1997,
when a Korean Airline plane
crashed in Guam, killing 228 peo-
ple on board. In 2013, an Asiana
Airlines plane crash-landed in
San Francisco, killing three and
injuring approximately 200.

Sunday’s accident wasalso one
of the worst landing mishaps
since a July 2007 crash that killed
all 187 people on board and 12 oth-
ers on the ground when an Airbus
A320slid offaslick airstrip in Sao
Paulo and collided with a nearby
building, according to data com-
piled by the Flight Safety Founda-
tion, a non-profit group aimed at
improving air safety. In 2010, 158
people died when an Air India
Express aircraft overshot a run-
way in Mangalore, India, and
plummeted into a gorge before
eruptinginto flames, according to
the safety foundation.

The last time more people on a
plane were killed was in 2015
when a Kogalymavia (Metrojet)
aircraft was blown up by what
investigators later said was a
bomb planted by Islamic State ter-
rorists, leading to the deaths of all
224 on board.

MANMOHAN FUNERAL
its leaders over the sad demise of
the respected former Prime Min-
ister of the country, Dr Manmo-
han Singh, is extremely unfortu-
nate and condemnable. The
whole country knows very well
that the Congress never
respected Manmohan Singh ji
while he was alive. The Congress
party has always insulted great
personalities like Baba Saheb
Ambedkar, Sardar Patel, former
Prime Minister Shri PV Naras-
imha Rao, President Pranab
Mukherjee and the revered Atal
Bihari Vajpayee,” Scindia said.
The Congress criticised the
central government on Saturday
for what it described as a
“shocking display of disrespect
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Shock grips families at S Korea’s crash site

Agence France-Presse

letters@hindustantimes.com

MUAN: The stench of gasoline
hangs over Muan International
Airport. Behind a police cordon,
plane seats, suitcases and
twisted bits of metal are scat-
tered, close to the wrecked fuse-
lage of Jeju Air flight 2216.

The Boeing 737-800 carrying
181 people from Bangkok to
South Korea crashed as it
attempted an emergency land-
ing on Sunday, smashing intoa
wall and bursting into flames,
leaving all but two people
aboard feared dead.

Hundreds of emergency
workers put out the fire and
combed through the wreckage,
but only two people, both flight
attendants, were rescued alive,
with 179 confirmed dead.

By late afternoon, floodlights
illuminated the twisted wreck-
age as a huge yellow crane lifted
the fuselage, allowing officials
to continue the search and res-
cue mission.

Behind a police cordon tape
stretched across the wire fence
at the edge of the runway, plane
seats and other chunks of metal
could be seen, offering a
glimpse into the catastrophic
impact of the crash.

Inside the airport terminal,
family members gathered to
wait for news, many looking
stunned and tearful.

One woman was carried
away on a stretcher, apparently
having passed out from shock.

The boards typically used for
arrival and departure informa-
tion were instead displaying the
names, dates of birth and
nationalities of the victims.

“I had a son on board that

3 A "(

plane ... He has yet to be identi-
fied,” one elderly man waiting
in the airport lounge, who asked
not to be named, told AFP.
Youngest passenger, 3
Wailing and screaming
echoed through the two-storey
airport, as the names and iden-
tities of victims were confirmed.
Many of the passengers, who
were all Korean nationals
except for two Thais, had been
returning home after their win-
ter holidays. “My younger sister
went to heaven today,” one
65-year-old woman who gave
only her surname Jo told AFP.
Her sister had been in Bang-

A

The wreckage of Jeju Air Co. Flight 2216, which was carrying 181 passe
Muan International Airport in Muan County, South Korea, on Sunday.

kok with her friends on holiday,
the woman, wearing a mask and
a grey knit hat, said.

“My husband is now trying to
check whether she’s been iden-
tified,” Jo added.

The flight had 181 passengers,
including two Thai nationals,
and six crew onboard. Accord-
ing to authorities, the youngest
passenger was a three-year-old
boy and the oldest was a
78-year-old.

Five of the dead were chil-
dren under the age of 10,
authorities said, citing the pas-
senger manifest.

The only sounds near the
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ngers, at
BLOOMBERG

crash site were the whirring of
cameras and the murmur of
reporters broadcasting live, as
hundreds of relatives, lost for
words, awaited news of their
loved ones aboard the burned
plane. In the area around the
runway, AFP reporters could
see duty-free booklets and sani-
tary gloves worn by the flight
crew scattered across the field,
not far from the charred tail of
the aircraft.

Moment of silence

It is the deadliest aviation
accident on South Korean soil
and the worst in years involving
the country's carriers. A

Plane crash victims' familiesin tears at Muan
International Airport, Muan, on Sunday. REUTERS

moment of silence was held at
sporting events, including vol-
leyball and basketball games, on
Sunday.

All major South Korean
broadcasters changed their
schedules to emergency news
programming. End-of-the-year
entertainment award shows
and comedy shows were can-
celled.

The accident comes as South
Koreais in the midst of political
chaos, after suspended presi-
dent Yoon Suk Yeol was
impeached earlier this month
over his ill-fated attempt to
declare martial law.
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GPS interference on aircraft rising; 10% of flights
report low navigation accuracy over India’s borders

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

Instances of GPS interfe-
rence on passenger air-
craft, including ‘spoofing’
with false signals, are on
the rise over conflict zones
globally, including on In-
dia’s borders with Pakis-
tan, which are among the
top sites for such occur-
rences, according to OPS-
GROUP, a voluntary group
of 8,000 aviation person-
nel, including pilots, who
share information on risks
to flights.

The GPSjam portal also
lists India’s borders with
Pakistan and Myanmar as
among the top five regions
where more than 10% of
aircraft reported low navi-
gation accuracy.

‘Spoofing’ is a form of
cyberattack that includes
false GPS signals to mislead
navigation equipment. It is
seen in conflict zones and
is used to attack drones
that are increasingly used
in modern warfare. Inter-
ference with GPS was re-
cently seen on the Em-
braer jet involved in the
Azerbaijan Airlines crash

A drone view shows emergency specialists working at the crash site
of an Azerbaijan Airlines passenger plane in Kazakhstan. REUTERS

on December 25 in which
38 people on board were
killed. On Saturday, Rus-
sian President Vladmir Pu-
tin apologised to his Azer-
baijan counterpart, Ilham
Aliyev, for the “tragic inci-
dent that occurred in Rus-
sian airspace” and said that
Russian air defence was re-
pelling attacks from Uk-
raine’s combat drones in
Russian towns.

According to a report
published by the OPS-
GROUP in September
2024, the first series of GPS
spoofing was identified in
September 2023 in the
area of northern Iraq,
centred on Baghdad. In

2024, new spoofing loca-
tions were identified in the
Black Sea region, western
Russia and the Baltics, the
North and South Korea
border areas, western Uk-
raine, and the India-Pakis-
tan border.

The report said there
was “daily spoofing” since
May 2024 in the Delhi
Flight Information Region.
It also ranked this area at
the ninth position among
the top 20 Flight Informa-
tion Regions, with 316 air-
craft impacted by spoofing
between July 15 and August
15. The rank was based on
the analysis of 17,000

flights.

Globally, instances of
spoofing have increased
from 300 flights impacted
daily in January to 1,500
flights impacted daily by
August, the report said.

In an advisory in No-
vember 2023, the Directo-
rate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) asked airlines
to develop standard oper-
ating procedures and pro-
vide bi-monthly reports on
such occurrences.

This data is not available
publicly, The Hindu re-
quested the Ministry of Ci-
vil Aviation to share this da-
ta, but there was no
response till the time of go-
ing to press.

One IndiGo pilot report-
ed losing both GPS systems
for a few minutes while he
was flying out of Amritsar
earlier this month.

Several other pilots have
said that “nearly every
flight” to Amritsar either
experiences interference
or spoofing,.

Flights to Dubai, Doha
and other Gulf destinations
from northern parts of In-
dia also experience false
GPS signals, as do flights to
Bangkok, Vietnam, and

Hong Kong while crossing
Myanmar.

Pilots have also said
flight tracking website
flightradar24 can some-
times show, albeit inaccu-
rately, that there had been
a flight diversion mid-air
because of loss of data
used to indicate the air-
craft’s location to other air-
craft and air traffic control,
resulting in an immediate
message from the airline’s
operation control centre.

While aircraft systems
are built with several re-
dundancies, including the
Inertial Reference System
that is also used for naviga-
tion, which continue to op-
erate safely for up to five
hours even if a primary
system fails, one pilot de-
scribed the phenomenon
of GPS spoofing and inter-
ference as one of flying
with “one’s hands tied to
one’s back”.

Spoofing the GPS could
also result in errors in the
speed display, or trigger a
terrain warning by tricking
the navigation system into
believing it’s at a danger-
ously low altitude or in
proximity to terrain.
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179 killed as plane crash-lands in
South Korea, 2 of crew rescued

Video shows plane skidding without landing gear and crashing into a wall

HY UNG-JIN KIM
& KIMTONG-HYUNG
SEOLL. DECEMBER29

A | ETLINER shadded off a rumway,
slammed into 4 concrete fence
e buirst into flames Sunday in
south Koreaafter its landing gear
ipparently failed to deploy. All
it two of the 181 peaple on
noard were killed in one of the
COURTY's Worst aviation disas-
ers, officals said.

The Boeing 737- 800 operated

byjejuAar arrived from Banglok
and crashed while attermpting to
Laree i the towr of Misin, alsotit
290 kfometres south of Seoul
Footage of the crash aired by
South Korean television chan-
neds showed the plane skidding
acrss theairstrip af high speed,
evidenthy with its landing gear
still chosed, and slammeng intoa
concrete wall, triggering an ex-
plosion, Cther TV stations alred
footage showing thick, black
smoke billowing from the plane,
which was engulfed in lames

THE WORLD

EXPERTS QUESTION
BIRD STRIKE AS
CAUSE OF SOUTH
KOREA PLANE CRASH

AZERBAIJAN PLANE
WAS SHOT AT FROM
RUSSIA, CLAIMS
PRESIDENT

PAGE2

The crash killed 179 people,
the South Korean fire agency
said. Emeigency workers pul bed
wo crew members [o safety.
Thesy were conss ious.and did not
appear o have any [ife-threaten-
inginjuries, healthofficials said

Lee Jeong-hyeon chief of the
Iviuan fire station, told a televised
briefingthat the planewas com-
pletely destroved, with only the
tail assembly still recognisabie n
the wieckage. Officials were in-
vestigating the cause of the

CONTINUEDON PAGE2

e South Korea plane crash kills 179

crash, including whether the air-
craft was strudk by birds, Lee said.

The control tower issued a
warning about birds tothe plane
shortly before itintended to land
and gave the crew permission to
land ina different area, ministry
officials said. The crew sentout a
distress signal shortly before the
crash, officials said.

Senior Transport Ministry offi-
cial Joo Jong-wan said workers re-
trieved the jet's flight data and
cockpitvoice recorders.He said it
may take months for investigators
to complete their probe. The run-
way at the Muan airport will be
closeduntil January 1, the ministry
said

Kyle Bailey, former FAA safety
teamrepresentative in the US, told
Fox News that it appeared tohim
thatthe aircraftwas travellingtoo
fast as it skidded on the runway
before striking what he believed
was a structure that housed in-
strument landingequipment.

“I think that's pretty much
what spelled disaster for thatair-
plane,” he said,

One of the survivors was be-
ing treated for fractures to his nibs,
shoulder blade and upper spine,
said Ju Woong, director of the
Ewha Womans University Seoul
Hospital. Ju said the man, whose
name was not released, old doc-
tors he “woke upto find{himself}
rescued " Details on the othersur-
vivor were not immediately avail-
able,

The passengerswere predom-
inantly South Korean and in-
cluded two people fromThailand.
Officials identified 88 of them in
the hours after the crash, the fire
agency said.

Thailand's Prime Minister,
Paetongtamn Shinawatra, ex-
pressed condolences to the fami-
liesof those aboard the planeina
postonX. Paetongtarn said she or-
dered the Ministry of Foreign
Alffairs to provide assistance.

Boonchuay Duangmanee, the
fatherof aThai passenger, told The
Associated Press that his daugh-
ter, Jongluk, had been working in
a factory in South Korea for sev-
eral years and returned to
Thailand tovisit her family.

*I never thought that this
would be the last time we would
see each other forever,” he said.

Kerati Kijmanawat, the direc-
tor of Thailand's airports, con-
firmed ina statement that Jeju Air
flight 7C 2216 departed from
Suvarnabhumi Airport with no re-
ports of anything abnormal
aboard the aircraft or on the run-
way,

Jeju Air in a statement ex-
pressed its “deep apology” over
the crash and said it will do its “ut-
mostto manage theaftermath of
the accident.

In a televised news confer-
ence, the company's president,

$TheIndianEXPRESS

Kim E-bae, bowed deeply with
other senior company officials as
he apologised to bereaved fami-
lies and said he feels “full respon-
sibility” forthe crash. Kim said the
company had not identified any
mechanical problems with the
aircraft following regular check-
ups and that he would wait for the
results of government investiga-
tions into the cause of the inddent.

Family members wailed as of-
ficials announced the names of
some victims at aloungein the
Muanairport.

Boeing said in a statement on
X that it was in contact with Jeju
Air and was ready to support the
company in dealing with the
rash

The crash happened as South
Korea isembroiled in a political
risistriggered by President Yoon
SukYeol's stunning impositionof
martiallaw and ensuingimpeach-
ment. South Korean lawmakers
on Friday impeached acting
President Han Duck-soo and sus-
pended his duties, leading Deputy
Prime Minister Choi Sang-mok to
take over,

Choi, who travelled to the site
in Muan, called forofficials to use
all available resources to identify
the dead as soon as possible. The
government declared Muan a
special disaster zone and desig-
nated a weeklong national
mourning periocd.

Yoon's office said his chief sec-
retary, Chung Jin-suk, presided
OVET an emergency meeting be-
tween senior presidential staff to
discuss the crashandreparted the
details to Choi. Yoon expressed
condolences to the victims ina
Facebook posting.

In Rome's 5t Peter's Square,
Pope Francis said he joined in
“prayer for the survivors and the
dead.”

The Muan crashis one of the
deadliest disasters in South
Korea's aviation history. The last
time South Korea suffered a
largescaleair disasterwas in 1997,
when a Korean Airline plane
rashed inGuam, killing 228 peo-
ple onboard. In 2013, an Asiana
Airlines plane crash-landed inSan
Francisco, killing threeand injur-
ingabout 200,

Sunday's accident was also
oneof theworst landing mishaps
sincea July 2007 crash that killed
all 187 people on board and 12
others onthe ground whenan
Airbus A320 slid off a slick airstrip
inn Sao Paulo, Brazil, and hit a
nearby buillding, according to data
compiled by the Flight Safety
Foundation, a non-profit group
aimed atimproving air safety,

In2010, 158 people died when
an Air India Express aircraft over-
shot a runway in Mangalore and
plummeted into a gorge before
eruptinginto flames, according to
the safety foundation. AP

Mon, 30 Dect B
https://epa



HreaTa |

AIRPORTSAUTHORITY

QF

INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE INDIAN EXPRESS

DELHI

30 DECEMEER 2024

A plane’s tail end seats safer? What studies say on survival rate

SUKALP SHARMA
& ANIL SASI
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 29

ONDecember25, 38 of 67 people
on board died when Azerbaijan
Airlines flight |2-8243 — from
Baku to Grozny in Russia's
Chechnyaregion —crash-landed
near Aktauin Kazakhstan after the
aircraft (an Embraer 190) was pur-
portedly hit, mistakenly, by
Russianair defence Videosof the
accident site showed a few sur-
vivors crawling out of the rear of
the aircraft, which was relatively
lessdamaged.,

On Sunday, a Jeju Air Boeing
737-800 aircraftoperating a flight
from Bangkok arashed during an
emergency landing at Muan

vThe Indian EXPRESS

International Airport in South
Korea.Of the 181 peopleonboard,
only twoare reported to have sur-
vived.

The plane was reportedly at-
tempting a belly landing as its
landing gear failed to deploy.
During the emergency landing,
the aircraft skidded off the runway
and crashed into the airport's pe-
ripheral wall. The two survivors
were reportedly pulled out by
emergency responders from the
tail sectionof theaircraft

Even as investigations are on
intothe causes behind these acci-
dents, it can be inferred that the
two crashes were not similar on
most counts, Be that as it may,
there is one commonality -- the
survivors were mostly seated in
the rear partof the aircraft.

Safer at the back,
in the middle?

Most flyers don't like theidea
ofsittingin the last rows of aplane.
Anditisevenworse ifoneisallo-
cated a middle seat in the deep
depthsof the aircraft cabin, right?
Perhaps not so mucdh.

Statistically, those seated inthe
last few rows seem to have better
odds of survival in theeventofan
accident. While underlining that
air travel is statistically the safest
form of transportation and sur-
vivalin any crashdepends on a
plethoraoffactors, there are some
limited studies that show that the
rearsectionofa plane could bethe
safest spot to sit, if and when a
crash occurs.

The Time magazine, ina 2015

Mon, 30 December 2024
https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/76521194

study, analysed 35 years of qrash
data up to that year and reported
that statistically fewer people who
were sitting in the back died in
plane crashes. This study, which
went throughUS aviation regula-
tor Federal Aviation

middle seatsin the rear of the air-
craft had the best outcomes (28
per cent fatality rate). The aisle
seats in the middle third of the
aircraft cabin fared the worst( 44
per cent fatality rate))

In April 2012,a team

Administration's (FAA) |2 1 of television studios
database tracking acci- |= staged anairplanecrash
dentswith both fatalities  |= in Mexico where a
and survivors, found 17 |5 Boeing 727-200 fitted
with seating charts that ¥ @ ] with crash test dum-

could be analysed. While
the oldest accident was in 1985,
the most recent was in 2000.
According to the study, seats
in therear third of the aircrafthad
a 32 per cent fatality rate, com-
pared to 39 per cent in the mid-
dle third, and 38 per cent inthe
front third. Looking at row posi-
tion, the study found that the

mies and otherscientific
instruments, was flown into the
ground. The test result showed
that passengers at the front would
betheonesmostat iskinacrash,
while those seated closer to the
airplane’s wings were reported as
having suffered survivable in-
juries, The testdummies near the
tail section were largely intact.

Another study, done by pop-
ular American science magazine,
Popular Mechanics, in2007 also
led tosimilar inferences. The
study analysed the US National
Transportation Safety Board
(NTSB) data for all commercial
aircraft crashes in the US since
1971 thathad fatalities aswell as
survivors, and for which seating
charts were available, It found
that those seated behind the
trailing edge of the aircraft wing
hada survivalrateof 69 per cent.
The survivalrate was 56 per cent
for those in the middle section,
and 49 per cent for the seatsin
the front,

Conditions apply

These statistical trends, how-
ever, are very specific to the cir-

cumstances of the crash. In some
crashes, suchas whenthetail hits
the ground first, fatalities could be
higher inthe rear of the aircraft. In
others, where the front or the
middle of the aircraft bears the
major brunt of the impact, those
in therearmay have a better shot
at surviving the accident.

Itis worth noting that the Time
magazine study found thatina
number of crashes, survival was
random -- “those who perished
were scattered irregularly be-
tween survivors”,

The FAA has consistently
stated that there isn'tany section
of an aircraft that is more or less
safe than another, and the most
important thing passengers can
do fortheir safety onany flight is to
follow the crew's instructions.

&
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Air Canada flight
catches fire on
landing, all
passengers safe

Ontewa: An Alr Canada fight
coming from 5t John's city on
Mewdoundland lsland hada rough
landing at the Halifax airport in
Cooffsin MNowa Seotia prondnce that
saw the aircraft s kid down the
mimwayand partofitcatching fire,

Astatement isued bythe air-
port saic the modent imvoleed Air
Canada Flight 2259, which was
operated by PAL Airlines, CBC
Mews reported. The incidenthap-
pened around 93 0pmilocal time.
The staterment does not say how
many people wereon the plane

The peaple on board were
evacuated, and then taken to a
hangar to bechedded out by para-
medics, CBC News said

Drie to thee incident, the Halfax
airport was temporarily closed
Saturday might A passenger told
CBC News that one of the plane’s
tyres did not deploy praperly
upon lard ing. PT1
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Indian airlines may see fewer aircraft

e e e
daansh anandiilivamint com
HEW DELFI

he yvear 2024 saw
India’s aviaton indus-
try grow on the back of

American airvrall ool
turer Boeings white tail
planes-those that are built
without any pre-existing cus-
LOTILT,

However, the iew year is
likely to see slower deliveries
ol Pt adrerall, leacdbong (o
[inildan aielisies lJIlIth'lihH
fewer planes than they didin
2024, 50U India’s Frgestalr
carrier IndiGzo could add toits
fleet in the Indian skies if'it's
abile to get some of fs
grounded planes airworthy

whth the availability of
ergines
According o media

reports, Tndin carriems woere
expected to indoct around
150 aircraft in 2024,

Drata shared by Cirium, an

aviation analvtics firm,
showest] Dl adrlines huve
;dlirl'u:l].' taken lI-l'I.I'l."l'J':‘p' nf a7
commercial sircraft so far in
2024, with 10 scheduled
deliveries in the remaining
days of December,

By contrast, Clrinm's feer
data indicutes Indian airlines
ex el Lo add BE new eom
miercialaireraft in 20025,

I 2024, deliveries by twio
main global manufietirers,
Airbus and Boeing. were
affected due o global supply
chtin el Eillenges, |b.n'l.‘j}:|il:!l|.1:l
by geopalitical tensions,

However, deliveries by Air-
bus te Ade India groop and
IndiGo remained in linewith
expeciations, Bt deliveries
by Bocing weore affected by
the weeks-long workers'
strike at its manufacturing
facility in the US,

As per data avatlable on
Boeing's website, the Ameri-
can firm delivered only 30
B-747 MAX aireraft o Air
Inelia group and Akasa,

I 2025, Ui oy e corriers
will not be able o induct
white-tatlaircrmalt, According
o o Clrinm official, "Nelther
Airbus nor Boeing has anv

e

e e

India's largest ar carner IndiGo could add to its fleet in the tndian skies if it's able to get some of

its grounded planes alrworthy with the avallability of engines.

stock of white-tail aircraft
rering g s, this s unfikedy
Py Dyes i roadae Lo ﬂl'i'? eApHn-
sion for Indian carriers.”

O thae ol 86 adreradi thint are
likely to e delivered in 20525,
amajority—ahont 535—will go
to Indite, Followed by Adr
India, As per Cirium, Indigo
will el deliveries al 22
A20nen, 30 A32Inen
(including 5 A32IneoXLR)
a3 ATH 72- 6000,

Air India is

going forwared. The number of
groundedaireralt isexpeciol
to reduer oo Hete aver 40
aircraft in the first holf of
2025,

Currently, the US Federal
Aviation  Administration
{FAAY has imposed o cap on
the production of 737 MAX,

As per this cap, in 2025
Foeing, will bt alble o meanu-
facture only 38 MAX aircraft o
month. It is expected Lo

attempt Lo Tomp

[ilclvioinduct 1Y The revival of the  up MAX produc
fnew aircraft in grounded fleet, tionin2Oas
'.*.U-:!ﬁ.‘l'i:.l'_smnﬂd which is around Cirium  said,
i lude ] [ "Potentially,
ASZONED, 6 i;gmmz::::‘ﬂ Boeing s
AGZINED, | . expected to
ASRO-10OCH a4 focus on in 2025, expand produr-
ASGO-900, From expertssay tion bevond 28

Boeing, the Air
India group is
expected to getonly 3 deliver-
fess ol T 707 MAX S slreralt for
hudget carrier Alr India
Express,

[nditio currently has over
G0 grounded AS20NEC and
ASZINED, tue o jssues with
Pratt & Whitney's PW-17000
CMEIes

Theairline anticipatesihar
gronndings will modernte

gircraft every
manth anee cer-
foin conditions aremet. With
that i mind, we expect to see
inereasing numbers of 747
MAX by 2024, inchuding 22
forr Akasa Adrand four Tor Adr
[mclin," Cirium annlysts said.
Cirium’s data mlicates Uhat
both Indian domestic and
authound  International
capacities are expected to
grow | 2% vear-on-yearin the

joining their fleets in the year ahead

first quarter of 2025, Cirium’s
Mot Toarescist pirojoets e s
sepgeraireraft eetin serviee
to reach almost 900 aircrafi at
(e ened ol 2025,

Expertsbelieve that revival
of the grounded fleet, which is
aroinndd 900 in thes conniry, isa
more mrpartant ares to focus
il 2025

Mok 13, Martin of Martin
Consulting believes that the
guvernment Hl'!'ll.‘h. tortake a
sterm action against Pratt &
Whitney. "lndia eet imdoc-
Hon ani deliveries neesd to
be fast-tracked. Along with
i, OFEMs (orlginal equip
inent manufaeturers) need
towork on component ond
engine  reliability, The
cateh-22 we deal with today
is brand new aireraft being
indueted and simuoloine-
ously getting groundedd as i
pevsill of the Prart and Whi-
ney GTF enging,” Martin
saitl,

"Today, there around 90
aircrft grounded becawse of
engines failing, and now ji's
tHme the government did
something about thisby tak-
tng up stern aetion on Praf
and Whitney,” said Martin.



HITAT
AIRPORTS AUT HUFH Y L?!'- iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

MILLENNIUM POST

DELHI

30 DECEMEBER 2024

ONE OF THE WORST AIRLINE DISASTERS

Plane bursts into flames during landing
in South Korea, killing 179; only 2 survive

There were 181 people on board the Jeju Air plane; 177 bodies recovered. 88 identified so far

SEOUL: & SLenger pla.ne
sl ded ndl'F: runway at a

South Korean airpart Sunday,
slarmmed tnfo a concrete fence
and burss into lames after iis
[rant landing gear apparenly
filed 1o deploy. AR bl two of
the 181 people on board died
int one of the country's worst
aviation disasters

Thse Jeju Ar plane crashed
while l;.u'u]i.ntg in the town of
Mluan, abanal 290 kilometres
south of Secal The Transport
Ministry said the plasie was a
15-year-old Hu:mﬁ T37- BN jet
that had arrived from Banglk
and that (he cranh happened a
03 am.

A total uI"I'F‘gpeer]E —B5
weumen, B4 men amd 10 others
whose genders weren't imme-
diately identifiable — died
int the fire, the South Korean
fire agency said. Emergency
workers pulled 1w 'll.e}.
teoth crew members, o sl 1w,
Health afficials said they are
condciows and not i life-
threatening condition.

Among the 177 bodies so
[ar found, officials have so far
idemtilied 88 of them, the fire
agency said. The passengers
were Prﬂ]uminanlly South
Rowean, as well as two Thai

nationabs Thaikand's Foreign

mmﬂml_nlm“’lmrlhmﬂlpmhlnﬁnmmlw Seuth Koren, on Sundoy  FIl

Highlights

e '\l'ldeo shivers plune
skidding with
lending gear elesad,
owerrurming the
rurway, and colliding
with o concrete waoll

» Only 2 survivors,
bath crew members,
camcious and in fable
condition

« Bird strike warning
isved befare landing;
pilot sent distress
signal bafore the erath

+ leju Alr president
opologized, diting no
prioe mechonical Baes
with the plane

Mindstry said its embassy in
Seoul received confirnmtion
fremn South Korean authord-
ties that the two Thai passen-
HETS WeTe ainong the fatalities,

The fire agency degrloyed
32 fire vrincks and several heli-
coplers to contain the blaze
Abosit 1,570 l-u':!'lE]nm. Pu‘ir.u
officers, soldiers and ather odli-
cinks were alas sent 1o the site,

I:L“njlnﬂ Loy I‘J.'l.l: !-H'E WIL'\'
and tr 1 minisLry,
l“.‘l:?:;"llf the crash aired
by South Korean television
Lhﬂﬂml—‘ lhlleij IJ!E le
skiclding acrss the airstrip at
high speexd, apparently with
= Iinding gear sl claged,
overruening the mimway and
colliding head-om with a con-
crete wall on the ouiskirts of

the Eusilsiy, tri ing an explo-
s, Dther iﬁ:J’ v “:-Em
aired footage showing thick
rhemies of black senoke balbow-
ing from the plane, which was
ﬂl:‘iul.l.':d in I:'lil-.:wl.

Lee feong-hyeon, chief of
the Muan fire station. todd a
tebevisend briefing that the plane
was completely Eﬂlq{:d. with
only the tail assernbly renain-

Ing :'l:q;uy.n.'u.ul:le AR, the
wreckage. Lee saml thal work
ers were looking inlo varbous

possibilities shoul what enpsed

the crash, inchuding whether
the aircrall was struck by binds,
Lee said

Traitapart Ministry albicils
later said their early ausessment
ol commupication records
show the airpart contral tower

issued o bird sarike warning

to the plane shortly belone it
intended 10 lond and gave its
pilot permission o land ina
different anea. ‘The Fvi.||:|l senl
out a distress signal shortly
belone the plane overshot the
end of the runway and skidded
#crons a buffer zone before hit -
ting the wall, the alficials saxl.

Confineetd an Pd

Plane bursts into flames during landing

Caontinued from pl
enior Transpon Ministry
Saﬂ'u:i.s] [oo fong-wan said
workers have retrieved the
tlight data and cockpit voice
recorders of the plane’s black
bom, which will be examined by
rernment experts investigat-
E?; the cause u};ﬁh: crash Em:l
fire. He said it may take months
for investigators to complete
their pml:lt. Tha: rumway at the
Pazan ai will be closed uniil
fannary 1, the ministry said.

Thailand's prime minis-
ter, P arn Shinawatra,
ﬂmr;sum condolences to
the families of those affected by
the accident in a post on social
platiorm X P said she
ardered the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs to provide assistance
immediately:

Kerati  Kijmanawat, the
director of Airports of Thailand,
confirmed in a statement that
feju Adr flight 7C 2216 departed
from Suvarnabhumi Afrport
with no reparts of abnormal
conditions with the aircrafi or
on the rumway.

Jeju Air in a statement
cxpressed its “deep apology”
mmc crash am s.m?i it 'I.B\'::“
do its “utmost to manage the
aftermath of the accident”

In a televised news confer-
ence, Kim E-bae, feju Air's presi-

dent, bowed deeply with other
senior company otficials as he
apologized to beneaved families
and said he feels “full responsi-
bility™ for the incident. Kim said
the company hadn't identified
any mechanical problems with
the aircraft following regular
checkups and that he would
wait for the results of govern-
ment investigations into the
cause of the incident.

Family members wailed as
oificials announced the names
of some victims ot a lounge in
the Muan afrport.

Boeing said in a stabement om
X it was in contact with feju Adr
and is ready to support the com-
pamy in dealing with the crash.

“Wie extend our deepest con-
dolenices to the families who lost
lewved ones, and oor thooghts
remain with the passengers and
crew, Boeing said.

The incident came as South
Korea is embroiled into o huge

itical crisis tri by Presi-
scnjnt Yoan .‘sndcn‘?ﬁl;]ridstunm ing
impuosition of martial law. mmd

ensuing impeachment. Last Fri-
day, Emhﬁm lawmalkers

e acting President Han
Eﬁm nndmgmspcndi:d his
duties, leading Deéputy Prime
Minister Choi Sang-mok to
take over.

Chol, who traveled to the site
in Muan, called for officials to

lnE all available resources
ln hnd the missing and iden-
tify the wictims as snon s pos-
sible. The government declared
Muan a special disaster zone to
ovide assistance to the fomi-
ies of victims and designated
o weeklong national mourming
period through Saturdasy.

Yoon's office said hl'i chief
secretary, Chung Jin-suk, pre-
sided over an emergency meet-
ing between seniaor presidential
staff to discuss the crash and
reported the details to Chod
Yoon expressed condolences
to the victims in a Facebook
posting.

The Muan crash is one of
the deadliest disasters in South
Korea's aviation history: The
Last time Soath Korea suffered
o large-scale air disaster was in
1997, when a Korean Airdine
plane crashed in Guarn, killing
228 people on board. In 2013,
an Asgana Airines plane crash-
landed in San Francisco, killing
threr and mjuring approximstely

200.

Sunduy's accident was also
one of the worst landing mis-
haps since a July 2007 crsh that
killed all 187 people an board
and 12 others on the ground
when an Airbus A320slid offa
slick airstrip in Sao Paulo and
collided with a nearby build-
ing, according to data compiled
by the Flight Safety Founda-
thom, & nonprofit group aimed
at improving air safety, In 2010,
[Sléngenpbtgdicd when an Air
India Express aircraft overshot a
runway in } e, Indin, and
plummu:dmtunuurge I:rr!'nrr
m.:ﬁcm g into flames, accon

safiety fioundation. Wi
leaders expressed their s
thigs as South Korea
the tragedy.

During his Angelus prayer
in Rome's St Peter's Square,
Pope Francis said he joins in

yer for the survivors and
dead” [apanese Prime Min-
ister Shigeru Ishiba said he was
“deeply saddened by the loss of
many precious Hves” in 2 mes-
sage released throngh Tokyo's
Foreign Ministry. Ukraimian
Presidemt Volodymyr Zelenskyy
said om X that "each lifelostisan
immeasurable tr " and that
he extends his “hearttelt condo-
lences” on behalf of Ukrainian
people and himself w06

with
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Training issues: Section of Akasa
Air pilots seeks detailed DGCA audit

MUMBAI: Resentment among
a section of Akasa Air pilots
continued a]]cgﬂﬂ!. over Lrain-
ing isstes with these pilots
seeking a detailed DGCA audit
of theairline a day after the reg-

ulator ordered suspension of

two sentor airline officials for
certain lapses, according to a
communication.

In a detailed communica-
tion o the civil aviation minis-
tr}'and the DGCA on SalLera.:,'..
the section of pilots has also
mentonead that Hn:'y are in the
process of forming a pilots
union at the airline.

Quieries o Akasa Adron this
issue remained unanswered.

.v’l.ccurd.i.ng o the communi-
cation, the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has

served 10 showeause notices to
the airline in recent weeks for
varkous i“:g_::d lapses.

Earlier this month, alle-
gations related to pilot train-

ir:f practices and attrition of
pilots made by the section of

pilots were termed baseless and
untrue by the airline.

On December 27, the
DGCA ordered the suspen-
sion of Akasa Air’s directors
of operations and training for
six months for training lapses.

In the latest communica-
tion, the pilots have also flagged
that the director of operations
against whom the DGCA has
passed the suspension order,

remains the vicn.--pn.-:iidcnl of

operations.
As per the communication,

some pilots have resigned this
maonth as well while many oth-
ers have not resigned becanse
the bond amount is huge.

Akasa Adr, flying for over
two years, has a fleet of 26
planes and about 870 pilots.

Many of the pilots are alleg-
edly not E,I:[l lhadcqualr flying
huurs since fleet expan-

sion is taking longer time than
anticipated earlier.

In its response o the sec-
ton of the pilots’ allegations
over the exits, Akasa Air had
said on December 14 that 324
pilots have joined the airline
sinee October 2023, and during
this period, it has recorded an
annualised attrition of less than
1 per cent for this employes
group. m
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179 killed as South Korean plane
crash-lands, erupts into fireball

Two crew members of Bangkok-Muan flight survive; landing gear glitch, bird hit suspected

Narrow escape
for passengers
as Air Canada

jet catches fire

AGERCIES

AMNOTHER aviation tragedy
was mverted on Satunday night
after an Alr Canada fight suf
fered a suspects] landing gear
Inilure and a part of it caught
Ore as it skidded down the run-
way of Canada's Halifax
nirport.

All 73 passengers and crow
meribers are safe, Air Canada
spobiesperson Peter Fitmpatrick
&3 bd. He added that thers was a

suspeched lnnd ing pear issue as
the plane arrived to land

Resoue team membars cany the body of a pasengerat e rrash site at Wuan internathonal Arpert, South Korea on Senday | asven

AGENTIES

IN one of the worst aviat bon dis The Boeing 737-800 Soan, the A spokesperson for the Nova
asters in recent times, all b with 18] peapleon | pliotsissued Scofia Royal Canadian Mouni-
twoof 181 peopleon board & pas board approachedto | a “mayday” ed Police, which responded to
sanger Might were Killed after it Iand at South Korea's call and the Ineldent alonpgside para
skidded off the runway while Muan International | tried to land medics, said some passengers
Londing at South Horean’s Muan Alrport around 9 am the plane suffered minor injories. The
prter national aleport on Sun Inca | time again, this | Upan touchdown, the people of bodrd woere cvaciil
day and burst into Aames, Hor- Pllats abarted the time plana skidded down e, and then talien to a hangar
rific visuals of the accident fist landing | Wihoutthe | therunway anchita to be checked out by parmm ed
showed the plane skidding attempt due to bird landing gear | concrete barrier bafore irs, AP reportid.
across the sirstrip at high speed striie. which deployed h'!.r!:tm.l, into flames A passenger ol & Toeal el
;;E."T ia I“{"'_“'“ ger fa '!"‘1 1o reportedly damaged | A bird strike i & collision between a M0 h“l”'"'] ":h'" !"’"‘L"'] alowd
pploy, overshooting the rin the jet's landing gear | bird and an aircraft in fiight nolse when the pline landed.

way, ramming & concrete wall,
and exploding.

The Korean transport minis
try said the Jeju Alr plane was
n 15 vear-ald Bosing T37-800 jei
that had arrived from Bangkok
and landed st Muan, 200 km
aouth of Seoul, mrounmd 9 am

South Korean officials =aid
the alrport motml tower had is
sued a bird sirike warning to
the plane shortly belore [t in
tended to land. The pilot reger-
efly sent oul a distress sipgnal
shortly before the plane touchod
down without using its wheels
or any other lamnding gear,

The flight had 175 passengers
and six erew membsors an board.
Accarding to officials, 85 wony-

on, B men, and 10 others whose
eender could not be lmmed|ate-
Iy identified, died. Emergency
workiers managed rescue two
crew members. Officials de
goribed their condition as *not
Life-threaten ing'

Lee Jeang-hyemn, chiel of the
Muan fire stafion, said the plane
was completely desiroved, with
only the tall assembly remaln
ing recognisable among the
wrecknge, The Lwo persons who
survived the crash were rescued
from the tail section, Lee said
investigators were looking af
varlous possibllities for the
erash, incloding whether the

plane was struck by birds,

South Korean authorites de-
ployed 32 Mre trucks and several
helicopiers to contain the hlase.
Orer 1,500 Arefighters, police al-
Meers, soldiers, and other ol fi-
oinls were also rushed to the site
1o manage the situation,

Footage af the crash aired by
local tedev |sion channels s howed
thick plumes of black smoke
hillowing from the plane, which
was still engulfed (n fames.

The passonpers wen predom-
inantly South Korean. Thai-
land's foreign ministry said rwo
Thal passengers wWers among
the ftalities

“We heard a pretty Ioud-—what
almost sounded like 8 crash
sound as the wing of the plane
started to skid along the (rum-
way i, along with what 1 presume
wia the engine,” she said, She
sald the plane then skidded
down the runway for o “decent”
distance as the pllots worked 1o
stop the plane “The plane shook
quiite whit and we started seeing
fire on the left skde of the plane
and smoke started coming in
ihe windows,” she said

The Air Canadn Express
Might operated by Pal Alrlines
was arriving from 5t John's,
Newloundland Flight opera
tons at the Hal tinx o irport werne
temparar iy suspended
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Air Ganada flight catches fire on landing,
all passengers evacuated Safely

PTI M OTTAWA

An Air Canada flight coming from 5t John's
city on Newfoundland Island had a rough
landing at the Halifax airport in Godfs in Nova
Scotia province that saw the atreraft skid down
the runway and part of it calﬂlin.g fire.

A statement tssued by the airport said the ind-
dent involved Adr Ca.nada Flight 2259, which
was operated by PAL Airlines, CBC News
reported. The incident happened around 9:30
pm local time. The statement does not say how
many people were on the plane.

The people on board were evacuated, and then
taken o a hangar to be checked out by para-
medics, CBC News said.

Due to the incident, the Halifax airport was

temporarily closed Saturday ni

A passenger told CBC News thal one of the
planes tyres did not deploy properly upon land-
ing. “The plane started to sit at about a 20-
degree angle to the left and, as that happened,
we heard a pretty loud — what almost sound-
ed like a cragh sound — as the wing of the plane
started to skid along the pavement, along with
what I presume wis the engine,” she said.
The passenger said the plane then skidded
down the runway for a “decent” distance as the
pilots worked to stop the plane.

“The plane shook quite a bit and we started see-
ing fire on the lelt side of the plane and smoke
started coming in the windows,” she said.
The airport sald one of its runways has since
reopened.



ncertainties surround

l \ the deadliest crash on

South Korean soil, ex-

perts said on Sunday, questio-

ning how much impact a poten-

tial bird strike cited by authori-

ties could've had in bringing
down the Jeju Air tlight.

The apparent absence of
landing gear, the timing of the
twin-engine Boeing 737-800s
belly landing at Muan Interna-
tional Airport and reports of a
possible bird strike all raised
questions that could not yet be
answered. The single-aisle air-
craft was seen skidding down
the runway with no landing ge-
ar deployed before hitting a wa-
11 in an explosion of flame and
debris. “Atthis point therearea
lot more questions than we've
answers. Why was the plane go-
ing so fast? Why were the flaps
not open? Why was the landing
gear not down?” said Gregory
Alegi, an aviation expert.

South Korean officials are
investigating the crash, inclu-
ding the impact of a potential
bird strike and the weather, in
which 179 of 181 people on board
died. In the space of afew minu-
tes, the control tower issued a
bird strike warning, pilots de-
clared mayday and then attemp-
ted to land, officials said, altho-
ugh it wasn't clear if the air-
craft had hit any birds. A pas-
senger texted a relative to say a
bird was stuck in the wing The
person’s final message was,
“Should I say my last words?"

Deputy transport minister
Joo Jong-wan said the runwa-

s 2,800m length was not a co-
ntributing factor, and that wa-
lls at the ends were built to in-
dustry standards. “Both black
boxes — flight data recorder
and cockpit voice recorder —
have been found,” hesaid. Low-
cost carrier Jeju Air said it
“sincerely” apologised — with
topofficialsshown bowingdee-
ply at a presser in Seoul — and
vowed todo all it could to help.

Christian Beckert, a flight
safety expert, said video foota-
ge suggests that aside from the
reversers, most ot the braking
systems werenot activated, cre-
ating a “big problem™ and a fast
landing. He said a bird strike
was unlikely to have damaged
the landing gear while it was
still up, and that if it had happe-
ned when it was down, it would
have been hard to raise again.

As speculation swirled ab-
out the cause, family members
of passengers endured the pa-
inful wait for news of their lo-
ved ones. Wails and screams fil-
led theairport. A young woman
comforted an older woman we-
eping about her son. Two cryi-
ng women embraced each ot-
her. Only 65 of the dead could be
identified through fingerprints
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A Flyer’s Last Text: ‘Bird Stuck In Wing’

Speculation Rife Bird-Hit Brought Down S Korean Plane, But Experts Doubt It As Possible Cause

181

No. of people on board
(175 passengers, 6 crew)

179 people

85 women, 84 men, 10
identifiable - dead

2 survive

both crew members

WHAT CAUSED
THE CRASH?

Officials are
investigating why the
landing gear appears
to have malfunctioned

Bird Hit? As the plane
was landing, the airport
warned it about a
potential bird strike. The
plane issued a mayday
alert shortly after, and
then crash-landed

' » A passenger texted
a relative to say a

» Muddy tidal bird was stuck
flats near Muan in the wing.
International The person’s
Airport are final
favourite message
resting places was, ‘Should
for migrant | say my last
birds. Photos in words?’

local media show flocks =~ Short Runway? An

of birds flying nearthe  official said this was
airport on Sunday likely not a factor. ‘The
Engine fire? A footage runway is 2,800 metres
by MBC-TV showed one ~ !ong, and similar-sized
of the engines briefly aircraft have been
emitting flames as it operating on it without
neared the airport issues,’ officials say

and other means. A dozen bodi-
es were so badly damaged that
officials could not identify their
gender. All of the passengers
were Korean apart from two
Thais, with the youngest a th-
ree-year-old boy and theoldesta
78-year-old. The two survivors
were transferred to separate
hospitals. “When I woke up, I
had already been rescued,” a 33-
vear-old flight attendant told
doctors. He suffered multiple
fractures, while the other crew
member—a 25-year-old woman
—injured her ankle and head.
The crash was especially
shocking for the country becau-
se it has had no major aviation
disaster after a spate of deadly
air accidents in 1990s and earli-
er: In the last major aviation ac-
cident involving a South Kore-
an airline, a Korean Air jet sla-
mmed into a hill in Guam, a US
territory in the Pacific, in 1997,
killing 229 of the 254 people on
board. The crash was likely the
deadliest globally since that of
Lion Air Flight 610 in 2018, when
all 189 flyers died as the plane
plunged into Java Sea. acencies

Nearly 200 airlines use 737-800, making

PLANE CRASH-LANDS ON ITS
BELLY, HITS A BARRIER,
EXPLODES INTO A FIREBALL

Videos show the plane skidding down the runway with no visible landing gear

SOUTH KOREAN
AIR DISASTERS

Crash the first fatal
accident for Jeju Air

1983 | Soviet fighter jet
shoots down a Korean

Air flight above the

Sea of Japan, 23 crew
and 246 passengers die

1997 | Korean Airline
plane crashes in
Guam, killing 229

2013 | Asiana Airlines
plane crash-lands in

San Francisco, killing
three, injuring 200

2007 | Jeju Air-operated
Bombardier Q400 carrying

74 veers off the runway,
a dozen hurt

2002 | Air China plane
crash kills 129, one of the
worst on South Korean soil

up about 15% of world’s fleet of aircraft

e Jeju Air plane that cr-
[‘:_shed In South Korea was
a Boeing 737-800, a model
that is used widely around the
world. There are about 28,000
passenger planes inservice glo-
bally, according to Cirium, an
aviation data provider. About
15%, or 4,400, are Boelng 737-
800s. The plane belongs to the
company’s Next-Generation
737 family of jets, the precursor
to the more modern 737 Max.
Nearly 200 airlines use the
737-800, according to Cirium,
including five in South Korea.
Boeing has delivered about
5,000 to customers since 1998.
“Theplane inquestion is ve-
ry safe and has a good safety re-
cord,” said Najmedin Meshka-
t1, a professor of engineering at
the University of Southern Ca-
lifornia who has studied safety

history of the Boeing 737 line.
The age of the global fleet of

In Nepal, copter makes
emergency landing
after being hit by bird

helicopter en route to Kath-

mandu carrying five US nati-
onals had to make an emergency
landing at Banepa, 50km east of
the capital, afterit was hitby a
bird on Sunday. The 9N-AKG ch-
opper, belonging to the private
Heli Everest airlines, was coming
from Lukla, gateway to Mt Eve-
rest, when it was struck by the
bird at 11 am, an official said. The
pilot managed to land the copter
safely, the official added. p1i

737-800 planes ranges from abo-
utsyearsold tomore than 27 ye-
ars old. A well-maintained pas-
senger jet can fly 20 to 30 years
oreven longer. Accordingtothe
flight tracking website Fligh-
tradar24, the plane that cras-

hed was 15 years old.

Officials said they were in-

vestigating the cause of the
crash, including the possibility
that a bird strike led to a lan-
ding gear malfunction. Boeing
said in a statement it was in
contact with Jeju Air and was
ready to help the airline.

Bird strikes are not uncom-
mon in aviation. Some airports
deploy falcons and take other
measures to keep their skies
clear of birds. Muan Interna-
tional Airport, where the crash
occurred, uses measures such
as playing audio of distress ca-
lls to disperse birds as well as
shootingthem,accordingtothe
Korean office of civil aviation.

Meshkati said the landing
gear of the 737-800 line 1s well
designed and has a history of
reliability, though poor upke-
ep could result in it not deplo-
ying correctly. nvr

Air Canada plane
catches fire on
landing, all safe

Ottawa: An Air Canada flight
coming from St John's city on
Newfoundland Island had a
rough landing at the Halifax
airport in Goffs in Nova Sco-
tia province that saw the air-
craft skid down the runway
and part of it catching fire. A
statement issued by the air-
port said the incident invol-
ved Air Canada Flight 2259,
CBC News reported.The
incident happened around
9:30pm local time. The state-
ment does not say how many
people were on the plane.

The people on board were
evacuated, and thentakentoa
hangar to be checked out by
paramedics, CBC News said.
A passenger told CBC News
that one of the plane’s tyres
did not deploy properly upon
landing. “The plane started to
sit at about a 20-degree angle
to the left and, as that happe-
ned, we heard a pretty loud —
what almost sounded like a
crash sound — as the wing of
the plane started to skid along
the pavement, along with
what I presume was the engi-
ne,” she said. The passenger
said the plane then skidded
down the runway for a “de-
cent” distance as the pilots
worked tostop the plane.

“The plane shook quite a
bit and we started seeing fire
on the left side of the plane
and smoke started coming in
the windows,” she said. pmi

Azerbaijan prez
confirms jetliner
downed by Russia

Baku: Azerbaijan’s President
[Tham Alivev said Sunday that
the Azerbaijaniairliner that cr-
ashed last week was shot down
by Russia, albeit unintentional-
ly, and criticised Moscow for tr-
ying to “hush up” the issue for
days. “We can say with comple-
te clarity that the plane was
shot down by Russia. (...) Weare
not saying that it was done in-
tentionally, but it was done,” he
said. Alivev said that the airlin-
er was hit by fire from the gro-
und over Russia and “rendered
uncontrollable by electronic
warfare.” The crash killed 38 of
67 on board. Alivev said Azer-
baijan made three demands to
Russia in connection with the
crash. “First, the Russian side
must apologise. Second, 1t must
admit its guilt. Third, punish
the guilty, and pay compensa-
tion,” he said. Alivev noted the
firstdemand fulfilled when Pre-
sident Putin apologised . ap
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179 killed, 2 survive in worst

plane crash on S Korean soil

Muan (South Korea): A Jeju
Air plane carrying 181 people
from Thailand to South Korea
crashed on arrival Sunday;
smashing into a barrier and
bursting into flames, killing
everyone aboard except for
two flight attendants plucked
from the wreckage.

A bird strike was cited by
authorities as the likely cau-
se of the crash — the worst
aviation disaster on South

> Baku confirms Russia
downed jetliner, P 18

P Air Canada plane
catches fire, all safe, P 18

IANS/Yonhap

= |

Burning dehis t the crah site at Muan International Airport Sunday

Korean soil — which flung
passengers out of the plane
and left it “almost complete-
ly destroyed”, according to
fire officials. Video showed
the Boeing 737-800 landing
on its belly at Muan Interna-
tional Airport, skidding off
the runway as smoke strea-
med out fromtheengines, be-
fore crashing into a wall and
exploding in flames.

“Of the 179 dead, 65 have
been identified,” the count-
ry’s fire agency said, adding
that DNA retrieval had be-
gun. Inside the airport termi-
nal, tearful family members
gathered to wait for news.

An official began calling
out the names of the 65 vic-
tims who had been identifi-
ed, with each name trigge-
ring fresh cries of grief from

wailting relatives.

Only two people — both
flight attendants — were re-
scued from the crash.

“Passengers were ejected
from the airecraft after it col-
lided with the wall, leaving
little chance of survival,” a
local fire official told famili-
esata briefing. acencies

> Flyer's last text, P 18
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Flight bound
for UAE
delayed by
four hours

Times News NeTwork

Chennai: An Abu Dhabi-
bound Air Arabia flight
from Chennai was delayed
by about four hours on Sa-
turday after a lechnical
snag was detected when
the flight reached the run-
way for take-off. There we-
re 178 passengers on bo-
ard.

The flight was original-
Iy scheduled to depart at
fam. The pilot identified
the glitch seconds before
take-off, and the flight tax-

The pilot spotted a
technical glitch a
couple of seconds
before take-off.
The flight was

supposed to take
off at 5am

led back to the ramp,

The passengers were
offloaded and given re-
freshments during their
walting period.

Engineers swung into
action, and the flight was
declared ready to fly. The
fAight took off around 9am.
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Big day for Navi Mum
airport as IndiGo will
land first test jet today

Mumbai: The Navi Mumbai
airport project is set to cross
a significant milestone Sun-
day with the stage set for the
first-ever commercial airer-
aft landing, reports Manju
V. IndiGo is expected to ope-
rate the inaugural flight, to-
uching down on the new run-
way 08/26 around noon, said
the Navi Mumbai Internati-
onal Airport Ltd Saturday.

Commercial flights, carr-
ving passengers and cargo,
will begin after theairportis
commissioned, expectedly
around March-end,

In Oct, IAF operated the
first flights to the airport wi-
th an Airbus C-295 touching
down, "Unlikethe IAFjet, an
airline aireraft will land usi-
ng the Instrument Landing
Svstems, Precision Approa-
ch Path Indicator; the runw-

STEP TOWARDS
MARCH-END START

> An IAF Airbus C-295 aircraft
touched down on new runway
08/26 in Oct. It didn't need too
many of the technical aids

> The IndiGo jet will try out the
Instrument Landing Systems,
Precision Approach Path Indi-
cator, runway markings, etc

ay markings will be present,
none of which is needed for
anIAFaircraft which can al-
50 land on an unpaved surfa-
ce,” said a senior pilot,

»City & Navi Mum ATCs, P 2
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