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Things are getting super busy

B’luru international airport

Kempegowda International Airport records 24.3% rise in October 2024, serving
4.8 lakh international passengers as sompared to 3.9 Iakh last October: Data

| Sridhar Vivan
sridharvivan
@timesofindia.com

TWEETS @sridharvMirror

engaluru's Kempegowda

International Alrport

(KIA) has now secured

the third spot among In-
dia's busiest airports, marking
a significant milestone, Previ-
ously, the airport held the third
position for domestic traffic b
lagged behind Chennai and
Eochi in terms of international
operations

However, recent statistics
indicate that Bengaluru has re-
gained its top-three standing for
international flights in October
2024, According to the Airports
Authority of India (AAl), Ben-
galuru’s International passenger
traffic saw a remarkable 24.3 per
cent increase in October 2024,
handling 4,89,871 passengers, up
from 3,94,171 engers in the
same month the previous year.
Meanwhile, Chennai Airport,
which recorded 4,611,658 inter-
national passengers in October
2023, saw a decline to 4,53,134
in October 2024, Kochi Alrport
(-.\|JL'ri(-r1Lr|_1 growth In interna-
tional traffic, increasing from
3,87,544 passengers in October
2023 to 4,11,293 in October
2024.

The overall rankings for inter-
national travel show Delhi at the
top with 1.75 million passengers,
followed by Mumbai at 1.25 mil-
lion. Bengaluru's growth places
it firmly in third position, while
Chennai, Kochi, and Hyderabad
round out the top six airpons for

The KI.I.'s capacity nxpa.nllun & nmdm‘nlsatlon are l:r"l.l[:iﬂl in
maintaining high service standards (file photo of KIA)

international passengers. This
trend is reflective of the broader
surge in international air travel
across India. Between April and
October 2024, international
passenger traffic saw an overall
increase of 21 per cent, with Ben-
galuru emerging as a key player
in this growth.

City’s stand in
aviation sector
According to a clvil aviation
expert, Bengaluru’s economic
expansion, particularly in the
tech and business sectors, has
fuelled a significant rise in both
domestic and international trav-

el. With its strategic geographic
location, Bengaluru serves as
o vital connector between [n-
dia and global markets, mak-
Ing it a preferred gateway for
international passengers, “The
24.3 per cent year-on-year in-
crease in international passen-
ger numbers in October 2024,
alongside consistent growth in
domestic traffic, highlights the
city's strengthening position in
the aviation sector. What sets
Bengaluru apart is its ability to
balance its rapid growth in pas-
senger numbers with continued
Investments in infrastructure
and connectivity. The Kempe-

gowda International Alrport’s
capacity expansion and mod-
ernisation are crucial in manag-
ing this demand and maintain-
ing high service standards.”

Robust wth in
domestic traffic

In terms of domestic passenger
traffic, Bengaluru also displayed
robust growth, With a 16 per
cent increase in domestic pas-
sengers in October 2024, KIA
handled 28.7 million passengers
in total, securing its third-place
ranking among domestic air-
ports.

According to AAL data, Delhi
and Mumbai remain the domi-
nant plavers In domestic air
travel, with Delhi handling 46.06
million passengers and Mumbal
following closely with 32.1 mil-
lion passengers. Bengaluru con-
tinues o outperform other major
cities such as Hyderabad (Rank 4,
18.8 M passengers), Kolkata, and
Chennai (Rank 6, 13.1 M pas-
sengers), reinforcing its status as
a major aviation centre in India

“Bengaluru’s consistent rise in
both domestic and international
passenger traffic underscores the
cll}"\ Increasing significance in
Inddia’s aviation sector. The city's
strategic location, rapld econom-
Ic growth, and prominence as a
tech capital have been pivotal in
driving the demand for alr travel,
contributing to the airport's im-
pressive performandce, [ts upward
trajectory not only reflects the
cliy’s economic vitality but also
its strategic Importance in the
global travel network,” added an-
other civil aviation expert.
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Agent arrested for facilitating
fake Russian visa at IGI Airport

NEW DELHI: The IGI Airport
Police arrested Vikram (26), a
Haryana-based agent, for facili-
tating a fake Russian visa on
an Indian passenger’s passport.
The arrest followed the appre-
hension of Karanveer Singh,
a 26-year-old from Ludhiana,
Punjab, who was detained
during immigration checks at
IGI Airport on November 22.
Authorities found a forged Rus-
sian visa in his passport.
Karanveer had initially
travelled to Russia on a stu-
dent visa in July 2023 but
sought Vikram’s help to renew
his visa after it expired. Vikram

charged Rs 1.5 lakh to provide
a fake visa. Upon Karanveer's
detention, police launched an
investigation, tracing Vikram
to a hideout in Sector 17,
Gurugram, Haryana. Vikram
admitted to forging visas
for a commission, working

with other agents, and being
involved in similar fraudulent
activities.

Police are now examin-
ing Vikram's bank accounts
and tracking his associates to
uncover further operations.
They have warned travellers to
rely only on authorised agen-
cies for travel documents and
to verify their authenticity to
avoid scams.

The ongoing investiga-
tion aims to uncover more
individuals involved in the
racket and protect the integ-
rity of the air travel and
immigration systems.  MPOST
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Delhi Police ban
use of laser lights
and drones near
airporttill Jan 26

NEW DELHI, 29 NOVEMBER

Delhi Police '
hasimposed #
abanonthe

use of laser /

lights and
drone activ-
ities in the
funnel area :
within the approach path of
flights to Indira Gandhi Inter-
national Airport (IGI).
Theorder, which came into
effect on November 28, will
remain in force till January 26,
2025 (both dates
inclusive).According to the
order, anumber of farmhouses,
banquets, hotels, restaurants
etc. have come up in and
around the jurisdiction of IGI
Airport, wherein alotoflights,
including laser beams, are
used on celebrations of marmiage
parties and different events
held therein, whichis asource
of nuisance in general and a
cause of vision distraction to
the pilots in particular. sseuwi-
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Customs seizes gold in form of

chemical paste at Delhi airport

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 29 NOVEMBER

Delhi customs have seized
gold in the form of chemical
paste hidden in the strip of
the traveler's underwear at
the Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport (IGIA).

According to Delhi Cus-
toms, on the basis of intelli-
gence developed by the Air
Intelligence Unit (ATU), a pas-
senger arriving from Jeddah
(Saudi Arabia) to Delhi via
Kuwait was intercepted after
crossing the Green Channel
of Customs.

On growing suspicion of
the Customs officials, he was
taken inside the AIU room
for interrogation.

During interrogation, he

confessed to having concealed
gold in chemical paste form
in the strip of the underwear
worn by him as he was wearing
a pair of them. The paste was
found to be weighing 1,321
grams which seemed to be
appearing like gold. A further
probe in the matter has been
initiated.

Earlier on Wednesday, the
Customs had seized approx-
imately 19 kg of Hydroponic
weed (Marijuana) valued at
around 9.5 crores at IGIA.

Two Indian passengers
who had arrived from Phuket
{Thailand) to New Delhi were
booked in this regard.

The NDPS substance was
concealed in 20 polythene
packets kept in three trolley
bags.
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Kerala man who killed Assamese viogger held at B'luru airport

Bengaluru: Kerala native Aarav Hanoy (21), who allegediy murdered 19-year-old Assamese
vlogaer and private firm employee Maya Gogoi in a hotel room in Bengaluru's Indiranagar last
week, was arrested at Kempegowda International Airport Friday. Hanoy told police he killed
Gogol over “personal issues” but refused to elaborate on what those were, T
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Besides new airport, go hopes to reopen HAL facility

BV.Shivashankar
@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: The govt is ac-
celerating efforts to establish
asecond international airport
for Bengaluru, narrowing
down potential sites to Bidadi
and Harohalli in Ramanagara
district from an initial list of
seven. This decision comes as
part of a broader plan to ease
pressure on Kempegowda In-
ternational Airport (KIA),
which is projected to reach full
capacity by 2033.

Crucially, the govt is also
exploring the possibility of
reopening HAL Airport, once
Bengaluru's international
airport, for civilian passen-
ger traffic. Operated by Hin-
dustan Aeronautics Ltd the
airport is now primarily used

as a testing facility and VIP
aviation. HAL Airport ceased
commercial operations in
2008 due to a restrictive agree-
ment with Bangalore Interna-
tional Airport Litd (BIAL),
which owns and operates
KIA. The agreement prevents
any new airport within a
150km radius of KIA.

But this agreement expires
in 2033, opening the door for
HAL Airport to resume civil-
ian services. Proposals are
already being discussed to
upgrade the terminal building
and parking facilities while
maintaining the existing run-
way. “These are internal is-
sues and we are not comment-
ing on queries related to
upgradation of the airport at
this stage,” said Gopal Sutar,
HAL spokesperson.

PLANE TALK: Demands to reopen HAL Airport have persisted ever
since it ceased commercial operations in 2008

However, MB Patil, indus-
tries and infrastructure devel-
opment minister, suggested
Bengaluru could eventually
have three viable airports.
“HAL Airport would be open

for commercial operations
after 2033, and Bengaluru will
have three airports. A small
airport such as HAL's would
help ease the load on KIA and
the upcoming greenfield air-

port,” Patil said.

Currently, KIA handles
37.5 million passengers and
439,496 tons of cargo annually;
with the load expected to more
than triple by 2033. The state
govt had initially shortlisted
seven locations for the second
airport, but after consulta-
tions with experts, the short-
list was reduced to Bidadi and
Harohalli. Patil, who is on a
European tour, said on his re-
turn the govt will send a pro-
posal to the Airports Author-
ity of India after he holds
consultations with chief min-
ister Siddaramaiah.

Reopening HAL Airport
has been a long-standing de-
mand from various sectors,
including civil society, Avia-
tion and defence expert Anan-
tha Krishnan M said, “A city

like Bengaluru needs many
airports. Reopening it would
be in the interest of all stake-
holders, including HAL,
which can expand its business
operations through MRO
(maintenance, repair, and
overhaul) activities.”

‘Let BIAL operate HAL Airport’
The urgency surrounding the
second airport project intensi-
fied due to a proposal by
neighbouring Tamil Nadu to
develop an international air-
port in Hosur, just across the
border: Urban expert V Ravi-
chandar, who campaigned for
HAL Airport's reopening, said
that while the govt must wait
for the agreement to expire in
2033, the hurdle could be over-
come if BIAL operates the
facility in the interim,
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Cabs charge 360 ‘parking
fee’ even outside airport

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Booking a cab near
Chennai  airport? Double-
check the fare breakdown be-
fore confirming — cab aggre-
gators are charging an extra
60 as parking fees, even for
pickupsoutside alrport premi-
ses, where the fee shouldn't
apply

K Sekar, who wasat the air-
port on Thursday toseehis son
off, decided o walk out of the
premises to book a cab thro-
ugh an aggregator. “The fare
included parking charges, but
‘when the driver called, he said
he was parked outside the air-
part and hadn't paid any fee. If
that's true, the aggregator is
cheating both the driver and
the customer,” said Sekar:

V Shankar, a resident of
Madipakkam, faced a similar
issue after returning from a
trip to Vietnam, Avoiding the
hassle of walking to the new
parking lot and climbing two
floors to board a cab, he deci-
ded tobook one cutside the air-
port along GST Road. Howe-
ver; the fare on the aggrega-
tor's app appeared unusually
high and directed him to the
airport parking lot. On check-
ing the fare breakdown, he fo-
und that 0 was added as a
‘parking fee’. Despite trying to
book from different locations

FLEECING COMMUTERS

4
Chennal - Trichy Hwy'

Torial farw

[EpIep—

ARAGH IO T Al

near the airport, the parking
fee remained until he walked
to the far end of the airport
premises, where the fee finally
disappeared from the fare.

“Cab aggregators might
have geo-fenced the entire air-
port area, forcing passengers
to pay the parking fee regard.
less of their location. How ma-
ny people have the patience to
check the fare breakdown be-
fore confirming a ride” Shan-
kar asked.

The airport’s parking ope-
rations are managed by Mee-
nambakkam Realty Private
Lid under a contract with the
airport authorities. Parking
spaces for prepaid taxis, cab

showing the
added charge ~ minutes

PARKING
CHARGES

=

CARS

The charge
ranges from
715 for 30
minutes to
2500 a day

TEMPO/
BUS/TRUCK
2300-600
for 30

ageregators and private cars
aredesignated across different
floors of the multi-level car
park, Aerohub West, Parking
fees are charged for every cab
exiting the lot, and this cost is
added to the customer’s bill.
“Whether a cab picks upa pas-
senger at the parking lot or lea-
ves the airport empty, parking
charges are applied for the du-
ration it was parked,” said Ra-
jiv Shukla, spokesperson for
Meenambakkam Realty Pri-
vate Ltd.
Whencontacted, the aggre-
gators said that cabs can't col-
lect parking charges outside
the airport premises and said
the matter will be looked into,



AIF?PUH ISAUTHORITY OF EHLHA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TEIBUNE

DELHT

29 NOVEMBER 2024

‘Unviable 4-crore Pathankot
airport project fails to take oft

SANTEEV SINGH BARIANA

e i W R

CHANDIRGARHNEW DELIT, ooy 2l
Developed e the
Regional Connectivity
Scheme Ude Desh Ka
Asm Nagrik (RCS
UDAM) for betier network
of Mights, the Pathanboot air-
port  awaits commercial
flights since April 5, 2021,
the day its three-yvear cone
tract with Allisnce Air end-
ed on April 5, 2021,
Replying to a question of
MP Sukhjinder Singh
Randhawa during the
ongoing Lok Sabha ses-
gion in New Delhi today,
Minister of State of Civil
Aviation Murlidhar Mohel
gtated that the Delhi -
Pathankot - Delhi route
was commenced by

Noflight has takenoff since April 5, 2021

Alliance Air on Apeil 5.
2018, and discontinued
after the completion of its
contract af thres vears,
The Pathankol airport,
owned by the Indian Air
Foree, his been construet-
ed at o cost of around Rs 4
crore during the first
round of bidding undei
the RCS — UDAN. The
airport was developed
under the Viahility Gap
Funding (VGP) wherein
the Centre establishes the
infrastructure projects
which are economically
desirable, but commer-
cially non-viahle,

In reply o the question

whether the government
proposes W operate any
new fMight from Delbi to
Pathankotl, the reply read,
“Any airdine may com-
mence scheduled eommer-

cial operations belween

Pathankot and Delhi keep-
ing in view the traffic and
cummercial viahility”

Rundhawa =aid, “The
reply is very wague in
ruture, T have got represen-
tations from the people
demanding COMMence-
ment of the flights from
Puthankol. They have tw
travel to Amritsar (124 km)
or Chandigarh (258 km) for
calch their Nlights.”
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Proposed Fbad corridor to delay Jewar
airport expressway, add3800-cr burden

BijenNDRA AHLAWAT

THIHUSE RIS SEIVED 0” SLM Tmm
FARIDABAD, NOVEMBER 29 - I
The NHAT (National Highways Theinitial budget of the 31.5-km

Authonty of India) has sought
permission from the Union
Ministry of Surfice Transport
and the state government for

lexpressway connecting
Faridabad with Jewar Intrerna-

tional Airport in Greater Noida

is T1L,660.50core

g ‘1 B The deadline of June 2025 for

constructing an 855 kmelong
elevated corndor on  the
upeoming Greenfield Express-
wiy project to connect Fand-
abad with the Jewar Intemna-
tional airport in Greater Noida,
The corridor may require addi-
tional funds of Rs 800 crore,

the completion of the express:
way is set to be missed as
only 20-25% of the work has
been accomplished

<< An under-construction stretch
of the Greenfield Expressway
in Faridabad, TRiBuNe PHOTG

The inifial budget of the 31.5
km-demg  expressway is Rs
166050 cr. The deadline of
June2025 for the cormpletion of
the eway project is set to be
missedasonly 20to 25 percent
of the work has been accom-
plished, it is reported.

Dhirg Singh, Project Direc-
torNHAL said, “While a survey
far the construction of the ele-
vated corndor is on. worke will
start on it after a nod from the
authonties, ncluding the
Union Ministry of Surface
Transport and the state govemn-
ment”. The additional cast of

Rs 800 crore is proposed to be
shared by NHAT and the state
government, he said adding
the deadline was sure o pet
extended by over an vear,
Announced in Aupust 2021,
work on the project started in
June 2023, Known as the spur
packageunder the Bharatmala
Pariyojna, the expressway will
bepin from Sector 65 in Ballab-
hgarh town and culminate at
Dayanatpurvillage near Jewar
in TP It will pass through sev-
eral villages including Chan-

phundi, Panherm
Narhawali, Mahmadpur, Hira-
pur, Mohna and Chhainsa in
the distrirt. before crossing the
Yamiunaand the KIGP Express-
way. Amund 22 km of Green-
field Expressway falls in Farid-
abad. The sixlane expressway
aims to bolster ransportation

networks and foster econormic

promth along the Faridabad-
Jewarcorridor

With a time penod of two
years set for its completion, it is
being built on Hybnd Annuity
Mode, according to which 40

Khurd,

per cent of the cost will be
borneby NHAT and 60 percent
by the company which has
been allotted the tender The
expressway will provide direct
connectivity  between  Delhi-
Mumbai Expressway and the
Jewar airport, besides an
arcess to the KGP Expressway

However, the progress of

work on this e-way was mamed

by agitation by the residents of

several villages who staped a
git-in, which continued for 380
days, to demand access point to
the expressway near Mohna

village. Thouph the agitation
gotoveron October 30, the pace
of work on the e-way was not
enough to ensure meeting the
June2025 deadline, said an offi-
cialon condition of anonymity
It is claimed that the project
may take at least 18 months
time, as around 75 per cent of
the work was vetto be done. An
eadyresdution of the technical
and budget issues due to a
change in the desipn incorpo-
rating the construction of the
ornidor will help in speeding up
fhe workk, it is believed.
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29,900 flights cancelled
since 2022

NEW DELHI, DHNS: A little
over 25,500 flights were
cancelled between January
2022 and September 2024,
affecting 10.67 lakh flyers in
India, with weather condi-
tions being responsible for
41.56% of the cancellations,
according to official statis-
tics presentedin Parliament.

IndiGo accounted for
60.53% (15,464) of the
25,547 flight cancellations
during the 33-month period,
attributed to its large opera-
tional volume. Itwas followed
by Alliance Air (2,707) and
AirIndia (1,934).

The figures were part of
a written reply by Minister
of State for Civil Aviation
Murlidhar Mohol, present-
ed in the Rajya Sabha in re-
sponse to questions posed

by CPI MP P P Suneer, who
sought details on cancella-
tions, reasons and compensa-
tions providedto passengers.

Of the 25,547 cancella-
tions, the highest number
occurred in the first nine
months of 2024 (11,707),
followed by 7,427 in 2023
and 6,413in 2022. Thisyear,
IndiGosaw 7,135 flights can-
celled by September.

IndiGo spent the least on
compensation or passen-
ger amenities. The airline
disbursed only Rs 18,000 in
2022andnothingin 2023 or
2024, despiteaffecting 5.47
lakh passengers.

Air India spent Rs 9.61
crore for 1.33 lakh passen-
gers, and SpiceJet allocated
Rs 6.19 crore for 1.68 lakh
passengers.
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SALE SEASON _ i >

W Air India said it
would offer up to

indigo said the
sale would

12% off on base feature one-way
fares for flightstoor & Air india will offer | B The discounts fares starting
from the US, mare discounts if can be availed from 1,199
Europe, Australia, bookings are made | only from the for domestic
Southeast Asia, via UPI, net banking | airline's website routes and

and South Asia. & |CICI credit cards

and mobile apps

25,199 for

international.
The offer is fer
Jan 1- Mar 31

Customers can

alsa book seats
for 299 and
enjoy discounts
of up to 15%

on pre-paid
excess baggage

DISCOUNT OFFERS LIVE FROM NOV29TODEC 2
Now, airlines line up
Black Friday deals

@ Air India offers

up to 20% off
on base fares for

domestic flights

RAGHAY AGGARWAL
New Delhi, November 2§

INDIAN AIRLINES SUCH as Air
India and IndiGo on Friday
announced their Black Friday
Sale,offering discounts of up to
20% for flights between Janu
ary 1 to March 31. The book-
ings for these offers is open
from Novernber 29 tll Decem-
ber 2.

The sale usually starts after
Thanksgiving and marks the
beginning of the Christmas
shopping season. In the USA, it
is considerad to be the busiest
shopping period.

Several consumer compa-
nies have announced their
Black Friday sale including

apparel brands like H&M and
Superdry, and tech glants like
Apple, Samsung and Amazon.

On Friday, Tata Group-
owned Air India said it would
offer up to 20% off base fares
for domestic flights in India,
and up to 1 2% offbase fares for
flights to or from the United
States, Europe, Australia,
Southeast Asia,and South Asia.

The discount will be valid
for travel until June 30, 2025.
For flights to and from India to
Australia and North America,
the discounts will be available
for travel until October 30,
1025.1t can be availed only on
the airline’s website and
muobile apps.

AirIndiawill also not charge
any convenience fee on boak-
ings for domestic and interma-
tional flights.

Moreover, it would offer
additional discounts if book-
ings are made through UPI,
internet banking and ICICI

Bank credit cards.

IndiGo, India’s largest air
line, announced that it would
offer discounts for flights
between January 1 to March
31,2025,

Thesalewould featureone-
way fares starting from
1,199 for domestic flight
bookings and 5,199 for
international ones.

“Customers can also book
seats for ¥99, enjoy discounts
of up to 15% on pre-paid
excess baggage and save up to
500 on the fast-forward ser-
vice, for both domestic and
international sectors,” Indigo
said ina statement.

Internationally, several
other airlines have also
announced similar Black Friday
sales, including Etihad Airways,
Qatar Airways and American
Airlines, Singapore Airlines,
which has a 25% stake in Air
India, is also running its Black
Friday sale since November 26.
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EU aviation safety
agency lifts ban on
Pakistan Int'l Airlines

THE EUROPEAN
UNION Aviation Safety
Agency has lifted its

bar on Pakistan

International Airlines from
operating in the bloc, it said on
Friday, EASA suspended PIA's
authorisation to operate in the
EU in June 2020 over concerns
the ability of Pakistani
authorities and its Civil Aviation
Authority to ensure compliance
with international aviation
standards.

-AGEMNCIES
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Surat-Bangkok tlights
boost to trade, tourism

Surat’saviation sector isset for
a landmark development with
Air India Express launching a
four-day-asveek Surat-
Bangkol: flight from
December 20, 2024,

This international route is
expected to significantly bene-
fit the city’s diamond, gems,
jewellery, and textile indus-
tries;, as well as boost
Thailands tourism sector.

The Surat-Bangkok-Surat
route  has long been
demanded by Surat’s business
community and tourism
stakeholders. The mnewly
announced Rights will operate
on Mondays, Wednesdays
Fridays, and Sundays.

The flight will depart Surat
at 9:35 AM and return from
Bangkoks  Suvarnabhumi
Airport at 7:35 PM the same
day.

Strong Initial Response

The response to this new route
has been overwhelming.
Within 24 hours of opening
ticket sales, 70% of seats were
booked, with one-way tickets
priced at 13,000, The launch
aligns with the holiday season

when Surat residents fre-

quently travel o Bangkok,
ensuring robust passenger
demand from the start.

Efforts of WWWAS and
Stakeholder Support

This initiative follows exten-
sive lobbying by We Work for
Working Airport at Surat
(WWWAS), a local organiza-
tion advocating for improved
air connectivity,

The Surat Diamond Bourse
Committee and Air India
Express officials, including
MD Alok Singh, played a pivo-
tal role in securing this flight
rOUtE.

Economic and

Tourism Impact

The Surat-Bangkek flight is
expected to enhance Surats
reputation as a global trade
b, Surat’s diamond industry
and the textile sector, which
imports yarn from Thailand,
will see increased trade effi-
ciency. Additionally, Thailands
tourism industry is poised for
growth with a direct connec-
tion to Surat’s population.

Additional Domestic
Connectivity
In conjunction with the Surat-

Bangkok route, Air India
Express is also launching a
domestic Surat-Chennai
flight. The flight will arrive in
Surat at 1x00 PM, sty over-
night, and then continue to
Banghok as an international
flight at B:30 AWM.

On its return, the aircraft
will resume domestic oper-
ations to Chennai, further
strengthening Surat’s connec-
tivity within India

Growing International Links
Surat already has international
flights to Dubai and Sharjah,
operated by Indigo Airlines
and Air India Express. The
new Surat-Banghkok flight adds
to the city’s growing promi-
nence as an aviation hub, cre-
ating opportunities for trade,
tourism, and economic devel-
opment.

Challenges and
Opportunities

While the Surat-Bangkok
route marks a significant mile-
stone, ticket prices are higher
than flights from Mumbai,
potentially diverting some
passengers. However, group
bookings by Surat-based tour-
ists are likely to sustain
demand.
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Air India transformation is Test match,

PT1
NEW DELHI
Air India’s transformation

journey is a cricket Test match
and not aT20 and currently, it
is like lunch on the third day
of a Test match, the airline’s
Chief Campbell Wilson said
on Thursday.

Tata Group-owned Air
India has embarked on an
ambitious five-year trans-
formation plan Vihaan Al
and little over two years of the
programme has been com-
pleted.

1 acknowledge that we are
not ultimately where we
aspire to beand we have some
work to do. Thereis a reason
why Vihaan.Al programme is
for five vears. We are little
over twoyears... the first vears

g

have been a good start”
Wil son, who was born in New
Zealand and took over the
reins of Air India in 2022, said.

"Itis a Test match and not a
T20, we are at about lunch on
Day 37 Wilson, the CEO and
MD of Air India, said during a
select media briefing.

A Test matrh s for five days
while a T20 gets completed in
less than four hours,

Since Tatas wok over Air
India in January 2022, it has
consclidated the airline busi-
ness — Air India has merged

not T20; more work to do: Wilson

Vistara with itself and Air
India Express has integrated
AIX Connect.

A lotofheavy lifting for Air
India transformation has
been done, merger of airlines,
establishment of new prem-
ises.. 2025 is about bringing
all of the pieces to a level of
efficiency, consistency and
performance that ultimately
Air India wants to be known
for,” Wilson said.

Now, Air India Group oper-
ates a combined fleet of 300
aircraft covering 55 domestic
and 48 international destina-
tions, with 312 routes and
8,300 flights per week.

The collective staff strength
stands ot over 30,000.
Vihaan.Al has seen commit-
ment to more than 500 new
aircraft.
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Al foresees growth from short

international, domestic flights

Air India will see most of the air traffic growth
coming from domestic and short-haul
international operations in 2025 as more
narrow-body planes are joining the fleet and
legacy wide-body aircraft will be going for retrofit
next year, the airline's chief Campbell Wilson said
on Thursday. The Tata Group-owned airline,
which has embarked on a five-year
transformation journey, expects to have a fleet of
400 planes by 2027. #n
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Air India sees growth from
domestic, short international

flights in 2025

—

spmapiEpanne

FT1 B NEW DELKI

ir India will see most of

the air traffic growth
coming from domestic and
shart-haul internations]
operatlons in 2025 as more
darrow-body  planes  are
poining the fleel and legacy
wide-body aircrafi will be
golig for retrolit pext year,
the aidines chief Camphbell
‘Wilson said on Thursday,
The Tata Group-owned
aleline, which has embarked
o & five-year trunsformation
joutney, expecti to have a
fleet of 400 planes by 2027,
Currently, the total fleet
strenpth of Al Indis Groap,
tcluding Alr Indls Express,
s around 300 akreraft.
During s delect media
betefing, Wilsen, who has
been ot the helm of Al India
for mare thas two yers, said
the wirline group has a
domestle market share of
around 29 per cent and 55 per
cent on the metfo o meloo
roules,
On top 120 domestic routes,
the market share is abour 40
per cent, be sald.
According to him, the retrofit
of legecy wide-body alrcraft
will start kn eardy 2025,
“We had hoped o stant
reteofit of 7E7s and 7778 by
aow,  Unfortunately, the
glokal supply chains in some
areas are still recovertig and
seats o partbcular are a
challenge..
"Once bt (reteoflt) sans
2025, we will be doing 3-4
aireraft every month until the
full legacy 40 wide-body
alrcrafi  are  completed,”
Wilson aald.
About growth for 2025, he

said i will prmarily come
from domestic and short-
haul international flights as
must of the aircrafi that are
coming in are narrow-body
ofe.

“We are also taking the
atreraft  for  the  refd
programme. So, the nuwmber
of  wide-body alrcrafi
avallable will shrink a little
bt he added.

As part of Taa Group
consolldating  ita  airline
business, Air  India  has
merged Vistara with iself
and AIX Connect has been
integrated with Air India
Express.

The CEQ and MD of Alr
India moted that there |3 a
delay In getting all the 50
white tail sirceaft, which were
caclier expected 1o joln the
fleet by December this year.
Ot of the total 50 white tail
Boelng 737 MAX alrcrafi, a
Reast 35 have joined the fleet.
These plaies are belng
operated by Alr  India
Express.

“50 white tail aleceaft, all af
them were o come by
Drecember this year

They will stretch up to Juse
mext year and that in iself
has a lnle bit of impact.
Wilson said while
respinding to a guery about
delays due to  lasuwes at
Boeing, including the recent
atrike.

"It ts not clear for how long
the kmpact will be

Six months ks reasanable for
soare abreraft,” he said,
Generally, white tail planes
are those that were arlginally
manufaciured for @
particular akcling and later
taken by another airline
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Spicelet

B NEW DELHI: SpiceJet an-
nounced Thursday it had
resolved its dispute with
alreraf lessor Alrcastle,
which withdrew an in-
solvency petition against
the nidine. Spioedet’s
shares rose 1.43 per cent
on the BSE
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11 We are not where we aspire
to be and have some work to
do. There is a reason why
Vihaan.Al programme

is for five years

Campbell Wilson,
Air India MD & CEO
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airlines this yr
New Delhi: Airlines have re-
ceived almost 1,000 bomb hoax
messages so far this vear. Ju-
nior minister for civil avia-
tion Murlidhar Mohol on
Wednesday said in Parlia.
ment: “As many as 27 hoax
bomb threat calls were re-
celved between Aug and Dec
2022, The number increased to
122 in 2023, while the current
vear alone witnessed a sharp
rise, with 994 calls reported as
of mid-Nov 2024."

Govt data given in reply to
another guestion says last
three months have seen G380
hoax messages, with IndiGo,

Alr India, Vistara and Akasa
receiving mostof them. i
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Airlines got 1k bomb hoax messages so far this year: Mantri

Times News NeTwoRK

New Delhi: Airlines have re-
ceived almost 1,000 bomb hoax
messages so far this year Ju-
nior minister for civilaviation
Murlidhar Mohol on Wed
nesday said in Parliament: “As
many as 27 hoax bomb threat
calls were received between
Augand Dec 2022, The number

increased to 122 in 2023,
while the curvent vear
alone witnessed a sharp
rise, with 894 calls repor-
ted as of mid-Nov2024.”

Govtdata given inre-
ply to another question
says last three months have se-
en 680 hoax messages, with In.
diGo, Air India, Vistara and
Akasa receiving most of

them. “Hoax bomb
threats result in adver-
sely  affecting opera
tions of some of the
flights, resulting in im-
pactonairlinesandair-
ports. Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security, aviation se-
curity regulator, take note of
such threats and brings them
to the notice of agencies con-

cerned for taking appropriate
remedial action, BCAS lssued
advisory to stakeholders to
streamline security measures
in view of the recent bomb
threats. Implementation of
advanced technology at air-
ports and increased security
personnel training is a dyna-
micrequirement,” Mohol said
inareply
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