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AAI to monitor
Terminal 3 project

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: Taking a serious vi-
ew of the repeated missed de-
adlines for the T3 terminal un-
der the Chennaiairport's Pha-
se [l expansion, the Airports
Authority of India (AAD) will
implement live monitoring of
the project to ensure its inau-
guration by June 2026.

AAT chairman Vipin Ku-
mar has directed airport offi-
cials to install CCTV cameras
across the construction site.
This setup will provide a live
feed directly to his phone and
workstation, allowing him to
personally monitor the ongo-
ing work. “The cameras have
been installed. The chairman
will track the work live from
now,” said an official.

As part of the Phase IT ex-
pansionprojecttocreate an in-
tegrated international termi-

Once T3 is ready,
airport’s capacity to
handle international
flights will increase.
Immigration and
check-in counters
will be enhanced

nal, T2 was developed and in-
augurated in 2023, and work
on T3 was scheduled to be
completed in 2025. However,
the project was delayed. Offici-
als said the project has rea-
ched 30% completion. After
showcause notices were issu-
ed to the contractors, work
was accelerated.

When T3 is completed, the
airport’s eapacity to handle
international flightsof Code F
category will increase, while
passenger amenities such as
immigration and check-in co-
unters will also be enhanced.
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Noida alrport licence expected by early Nov: Sources

anhh Vaid
Hew Dl

The Noida Internarional Air-
port (NIA) is expected to re-
ceive its repulatory aero
drome licence by early
November, comtingent on
the facility clearing naviga-
tion equipment calibration
testing.

Accordingly, the Airports
Authority of India (AAIL) is
expected o conduct calibra
tion testing flights within the
next few days.

“Everything is contingent
onthe NIA clearingall its cal-
ibration tests,” scnior in-
dustry representatives told
businessiine.

“If the NIA clears calibra-
tion testing, then the regu-
lator will be in a position to
grant the licence by Novem-
berSto7."

Prior to the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation

TRIAL RUN. The Alrports Authority of India is expected to
conduct cafibration testing flights within the next few days

(PGCA) granting its clear-
ance, the Bureau of Civil Avi-
ation Security (BCAS) is re-
quired to carry out
inspections for anti-sabot-
age checks and to verify the
required apparatus for anti-
hijacking and bomb squad
operations.

TERMINAL TRIALS
Businessline was the first to

report that ™NIA, with a
December opening in sight,
has commenced advanced
terminal trials along with
testing of technical equip-
ment as part of its final pre-
parations. At that time,
Christoph  Schnelimann,
Chief Executive Officer of
Moida International Airport
told businessiine, “We have
commenced advanced ter-

minal trials and testing of
technical equipment.”

“With Phase 1 nearing
completion, we are on track
and eagerly looking forward
L commencing commercial
operations this year, bring
ing a world-class aviation ex-
perience to the region.”

Recently, Civil Awviation
Minister Ram Mohan Naidu
vold businessifne inan exclus-
ive interview that, as per the
current  schedule, the air-
poit's construction  phass
should conclude by the end
of this month.

“Contingent on the pro-
ject meeting its  revised
timelines, we expect the air-
port to be operational by
vear-end,” Naidu stated,

Meanwhile, a compre-
hensive operational  readi-
ness, activation and trans-
ition  (ORAT) programme
has been completed. This ini-
tiative aimed to ensure that
all airport systems, pro-

cesses and personnel are
fully prepared for day-one
operations,

This critical phase in-
volved trial runs, simula-
tions and familiarisation
programmes for airlines,
ground handlers and other
essential stakeholders.

SECURITY SCHEENING
Notably, tests were conduc-
ted on various systems, in
cluding baggage handling,
security screening, check-in
counters and boarding gates.

At present, the airport has
conducted terminal trials —
part of the ORAT process —
which mark the final prepar-
utory stage before opera-
tions go live. These trials fo-
cused on  evaluating
passenger flows, systems in-
tegration, and co-ordination
AmMoT; arport  service
providers.

In addition, the cargo ter-
minal is nearly complete, and

its ORAT programme has
started.

During the first phase, the
airport will operate a single
runway and terminal, de-
gigned to handle 12 million
passengers annually.

The airport is expected to
handle six million passen-
gers in its maiden year of op-
erations. Furthermaore, upon
completion of the fourth and
final phase, the airport will
have the capacity to serve up
to 70 million passengers each
Yedar,

In terms of airline con-
nectivity, IndiGo is expected
to be the first passenger air-
line tobegin operations from
the new airport, having
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding with Noida
International Airport,

Additionally, several inter-
national carriers have ex-
pressed interest in lsunching
services once the airport be-
comes fully operational.
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Purandar
airport hits
roadblock

Staff Reporter
PUNE

The proposed Purandar
International Airport has hit
a major roadblock after vil-
lagers from Pargaon firmly
refused to give up their land
for the project, casting douht
over the future of Punes sec-
ond airport.

The decision was taken
unanimously during a gram
sabha held on the oceasion of
Diwali Padwa, where resi-
dents resolved not to part
with their land under any cir-
cumstances, The develop-
ment has brought the ambi-
tious project, intended to be
Maharashtra’s second-largest
airport after Navi Mumbai, to
a standstill once again.

Despite  administrative
assurances and claims that
94% of landowners had given
consent, opposition remains
strong in Pargaon Memane —
one of the seven villages
identified for acquisition.
Farmers have declared their
stance with the slogan “No
land, no development”
further com plicating the pro-
cess for district authorities.

The project requires 2,832
hectares of land across seven
villages in Purandar taluka.
The administration had ear-
marked Rs4 285 crore for
land acquisition, but survey
work has been delayed due
to resistance. The survey of
64 hectares in Pargaon has
alsp been halted amid pro-
tESLs.
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Noida airport likely to get
aviation licence by Nov 7

Neha LM Tripathi and
Vinod Rajput

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI/NOIDA: The Direct-
orate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) is likely to issue the
much-awaited aerodrome
licence for the upcoming Noida
International Airport in Jewar
by November 7, paving the way
for trial operations and commer-
cial flights, DGCA director gen-
eral Faiz Ahmed Kidwai said on
Wednesday.

“The calibration flight is
expected to be completed by this
week,” Kidwai said. “We are aim-
ing to issue the aerodrome
license to the airport operator by

around November 7.”

Officials said that DGCA had
carried out aerodrome licensing
inspections between September
22 and 25, during which 38
observations were raised regard-
ing the airport’s readiness.

“Yamuna International Air-
port Pvt Ltd - the project conces-
sionaire - has submitted action
taken reports (ATRs) for approx-
imately 20 observations, and
given probable dates of comple-
tion for the remaining items as
October 39, and November 7," a
government official said.

“The pending points mainly
relate to aerodrome infrastruc-
ture, rescue and fire-fighting ser-
vices, air traffic control (ATC)

equipment installation, and
manpower augmentation,” the
government official cited above
said. “The license, however, will
be issued only if the operator
manages to fulfil all the manda-
tory requirements,” he added.

Meanwhile, Noida Interna-
tional Airport Ltd CEO RK Singh
said the DGCA's specialised cali-
bration aircraft will conduct
technical checks of the airport’s
navigation and communication
systems over the next few days.

A spokesperson for conces-
sionaire Zurich International
said the company would com-
ment after receiving details from
the government on the latest
developments.
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IGl airport set for up to 20%
increase in capacity by 30

Neha LM Tripathi
letters@hindustantimes.com

MNEW DELHI: The Indira Gandhi
International Airport (IGIA) is
set for a major capacity upgrade
that will boost passenger han-
dling by nearly 20% by 2029-30
without dismantling Terminal 2
(T2), Delhi International Airport
Ltd (DIAL) chief executive offi-
cer Videh Kumar Jaipuriar said
on Wednesday.

DIAL, which manages the air-
port, plans to raise IGIA’s annual
capacity from 105 million to 125
million passengers through tar-
geted expansionsat Terminals 1
and 3, rather than building a
new terminal in place of Termi-
nal 2 immediately.

Jaipuriar said the increase
will come from three key pro-
jects —constructing a new PierE
at Terminal 3, which will add 1
crore to 1.2 erore (10-12 million)
passengers annually (CPA), cas-

\.l

We expect to
exhaust our
current 10.5 crore
passenger capacity
in three-four years

V JAIPURIAR, CEO, DIAL

ing congestion at Terminal 1, and
creating additional aircraft park-
ing stands at T3.

“We are in the process of final-
ising the master plan. In abouta
month, we will know whether
the proposed 1-1.2 crore passen-
ger capacity Pier E, expected to
be ready at T3 in two to three
years, will cater to domestic or
international operations. We
expect to exhaust our current
10.5 crore passenger capacity in
the next three to four years,” Jai-

puriar said at an aviation confer-
ence,

Terminal 3 currently has four
piers — two each for domestic
and international operations.
One domestic pier will be con-
verted for international use this
winter, leaving the terminal with
three international and one
domestic pier.

The upcoming Pier E, which is
likely to be ready in about three
years, will give DIAL the lexibil-
ity toassign it for either domes-
tic or international operations
depending on traffic trends.

However, the airport’s long-
term master plan still includes
replacing the Terminal 2, which
was built in 1986 and currently
handles about 15 crore (15 mil-
lion) passengers annually, with a
much larger terminal. But, that
plan has been deferred for now.
Terminal 2 will remain in use
“for the foreseeable future”, Jai-
puriar clarified.
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CISF inducted at
Navi Mumbai In-
ternational Airport

NAVI MUMBALI: The Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF)
has been formally inducted in
the Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Adrport (NMIA), and this
is one of the biggest achieve-
ments of India’s aviation secu-
rity structure.

The induction process,
started on October 29, 2025,
will be done in phases and ini-
tally deploy 90 personnel out
of the sanctioned 1,840

With the induction of
NMIA, the CISF now enjoys
security cover to 71 airports
nationwide under ils spectalist
Aviation Security Group (ASG)

The formal induction cer-
emony, which took place at
NMIA, was attended by Praveer
Ranjan, Director General of
CISE as the Chief Guest, and
by Bindta Thakur, ADG { Airport
Sector). MPOAT
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|Gl To Up Capacity
By 20% In 5 Years

Extra Pier And Parking Stands At T3 Planned

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The GMR-backed
Deihi International Airport
Lid (DIAL) will increase Indira
Gandhi International  Adr-
port’s capacity by about 20%
From the current 0.0 crom phs-
sergersannually to 125 CPA by
2023-30without the existing ter
minal 2 making way for a big-
mer facility for nowe This will be
achieved by building pier E at
T3 that will add 1-1.2 CPA, remo-
virgg some bottlemecksat Tland
adding alreralt parking stands
at T, DLAL CEQ Videh Kumar
Jaipuriar said on Wednesday

"We are working on the
master plin. Based on i, we
will know in a month or so
whether pler E that should be
resdy in two-three years will be
domestic or international. We
expect to exhaust our existing
capacity in thresfour years”
Jaipuriar said at an aviation
conference kn the city

T3 currently has four ph
ers, twoeachfor domestic and
international flights, One of
thedomesticpierswillbecon-
verted into an international
ane this winter

The Mnal phise of deselop-
ment ai ndira Gandhl Inter
natiomal Alrport envisages de-
molishing the 9@6buili 1.5
CPA T2 and building a much
bigger terminal in its place
When that happens remains to

Head_v to handle winter rush’

he Delivl airport Is “well prepared™ for the winter rush, thanks to

theuse of technodogy, DAL CED Videh Kumar Jaipuriar said on
Wednesday. “Our‘airport predictive operation centre’ generates
data that we share with all stakeholders fike airlines, CISF and
Bureau of Immigration. This gives us a fairly accurabe passenger
footfall expected each hour,™ he pointed out, The prediction allows.
the stakehalders to deploy adequate personnel at all touch paints
like entry, check-in, security check and immigration. “Thissharing
of data has cut wait time at the security check by 15%, the CEQ
added. “This winter should go smoothly for passengers.” s

e seen as Noida International
Airpart is also poing to open
this winter and DIAL will clo-
soly walch its Impact on [GLA,
T2 reopened afler gedting re-
furbished on Oct 26, Jaipuriar
sabd beginning the work on
T¥'s successor would depend
“on the trigger of traffic”.
Alrport operators usually

kick off the next phase of
growth when the actual pas-
sengor footfall reaches 80% of
thecapacity AsIGLA will achie-
ve 125 CPA by 20259-30, 80% of
that means 10 arore. The T2 re-
placement could be planned
around that time The airport
handled & litile less than eight
Crore passenpers in 2024-25,
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Nat’l aviation safety
centre in India soon

New Delhl: India will set up a
national aviation safety cen-
tre modelled on global best

practices to traln alrcraft
accident investigators and
aviation professionals, a sen-
ior government official said
on Tuesday. Mentioning
about various steps being
taken to boost the country's
civll aviation space, civil avi-
ation secretary Samir Kumar
Sinha said the number of
professionals in regulatory
and investigation roles is
being doubled. “India is
establishing a national avia-
tion safety centre... The first-
of-its-kind Institution in the
region to train investigators
and aviation professionals
modelled on global best
practices. This initiative rep-
resents our long-term vision
to build world-class safety
infrastructure and human
capital,” he said, emphasis-
ing that aviation safety is a
shared responsibility. = PTJ
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Curb power bank
use on flights likely

New Delhl: Aviation regula-
tor DGCA may put in place
certain restrictions on the
use of power banks onboard
flights after studying global
practices, according to a
senior official. In the wake of
the incident of a passenger's
power bank catching fire
onboard an IndiGo flight on
October 19, the DGCA has
boen looking into the use of
power banks onboard
flights. The official said that
some restrictions might be
brought in but there are no
plans to ban the use of
power banks. The global
practices are being looked
and after that, a decision will
be taken, the official said.
On Cctober 19, a passen-
ger's power bank caught fire
on board a Dimapur-bound
IndiGo plane while taxiing at
the Delhl airport. — PTI
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Airbus seeks PLI scheme for
aerospace manufacturing

IN NEED OF SUPPORT. Scheme will help boost component production: aerospace major

during Covid, the industry

Rohit Vaid i had downsized, making it

Hew Delhi i difficult to ramp up produe-
8 tion of aireraft.

U s “Without the essential

Aerospace major Alrbus In- supply chain support from

dia has urged the Centre to
extend the production-
linked incentive (PLD
scheme to the asrospace
manufacturing sector to help
expand the country's base
for atrospace component
production.

Speaking at Aviation India
and South Asia 2025 Sum-
mit, Jurgen Westermeier,
President and Managing Dir-
ector, Airbus India and South
Asia, noted that acrospace
manufacturing requires sig-
nificant long-term  capital
investment.

INVESTMENT NEEDED
“India needs 1o have a lot of
investment to get things go
ing," Westermeier said.

“We have in India this pro
duction-linked  incentive,
Why not extend this one to
the aerospace industry? This

BIG ORDER BOOK. Airbus has more than 1,200 passenger jets
on order from variows India-based airfines

is a growing industry.”

At present, Airbus sources
mearty $1. 5 billion (T15,000
crore ) worth of components
and services from India
every year,

Last month, Airbus® board
visited India 1o tour various
manufacturing sites and in
augurate training institutes
that have been established
with support  from the
FEFOSPACE MaAjor,

“We are re-engineering
parts and producing better
quality and more efficient
components. India is really
an exciting place 1o be, We

want to further develop the
aerospace ecosystem,” he
dded. “We are making com-
plex parts in [ndia and also
supporting maintenance and
engineering capabilities,”

EXPANDING FOOTPRINT
Besides, Westermeier said
Airbus has been expanding
its engineering footprint.

“We are hiring up to 20 per
Ccent more people every vear
in the engineering area,” he
satid.

Recollecting his earlier ex-
perience in the country,
Westermeier recalled that

India, the ramp-up would
not have been possible,” he
gaid. When asked about Air-
buis” plans to set up a final as-
sembly line (FAL) in India,
Westermeier stated that the
company already has suffi-
cient capacity to produce air-
crafft for now,

However, he added that
Airbus is producing the C295
military transport aircraft in
India with the Tatas,

“We are also building a fi
nal assembly line for the
H125 helicopter. This final
assembly line is a testament
to what we believe India is
capable of as a market,” he
said. “We will inaugurate this
final assembly line next vear
in March.”

Currently, Airbus has
more than 1,200 passenger
jets on order from various
India-based airlines,
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Air India Express to add

20-24 aircraftin 26: MD

AJINEYR KAWALE
Murmibas, 28 Detoher

Tata Group-owned Air India Express
is expected to add about 20-24 new
aircraft toits fleet in 2026, increasing
itscurrent feet size of L0 aircraft, the
airline’s managing director (MDY}
Aloke Singh said on Tuesday.

Orver the past 20 months, the bow-
cost carrier has inducted 50 “white-
tail” Boeing 737 aircratt, taking its floet
size to 110, Singh added.

Awhite-tail aircrafl is a plane that
has been built by the manufacturer
bat does not heve & confirmed buyer
atthe ime of completion.

Airdines retrofit such sircraft to ma-
tch their fleet standards, sdjusting seat-
ing layouts based on their business
plan. “Subject tosupply chain, and how
the delivery, production line progres-
ses, | think we ane looking at (adding)
about »01024 aircraft in the nemd calen-
dar year,” he said at an event showeas-
ingthe aidine’s frst retrofitted sircraft

The airtine plansto retrofit around
50 aircraft with new cabin interiors
such as seats and lighting by the
middle of the next calendar year.

While one aircraft was retrofitted

MD Aloke 5ingh said over the past
20 months, the aidine has inducted

50 ‘white-tail’ Boeing 737 aircraft

and pressed intoservice, asecond one
was already underway, he said.

The first retrofitted aircraft fea-
tures a Tsingkotepsi-inspired tail
art, celebrating thewarrior heritageof
the Ao MNagas from Nagaland. This
comnes after the airline announced a
new brand identity in October 20023,

Air India Express also rolled outa
menu of hot meals that passengers
can pre-book or order on the afrcraft,

Meanwhile, Singh explained that
the focus was on strengthening the
airine’s domestic presence currently,
adding that the domestic network
was prowing fasterthan the short hanl
intemational network.
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AIR INDIA MD & CEO CITES FINDINGS OF PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION INTO Al-171 CRASH

AAIB report shows nothing wrong with Air India ops: Wilson

PHOTIE REUTERS

DEEPAK PATEL
New Dethi, 29 October

The Afrcraft Accident Investigation
Bureau's (AATBR's) preliminary investi-
gation reporton the Al-171 crash,
which was released in July, iIndicated
thiere was "nothing wrong” with Air
India’s operations and that no changes
were required in its existing practices,
the alrline’s managing director and
chief executive afficer (MDECED)
Campbell Wilson said on Wednesday.
“Anything that happens in the in-
duostry, whather that's us or others, isa
cause for introspection. It is acause for
reviewing practices... The Interim re-
port indicated that there was nothing
wrong with aircraft engines or prac-
tices that required changing. But, of
course, we're abways looking ar how we
can keep Improving, keep getting
berter, and keep learning,” Wilson said

On June 13, Air India Flight

Al-171, a Boeing 787 Dreamliner,
from Ahmedabad to London crashed
into a college building shorthy after
takeoff, killing 241 people on board

A THE INTERIM
REPORT
INDICATED THAT
THERE WAS
NOTHING
WRONG WITH
AIRCRAFT
ENGINES OR
PRACTICES THAT
REQUIRED
CHANGINGY)
Campbell Wilson

D B CED, A inidia

[at the Aviation Inda

b South Asa Summit

£ Exhihition 2005 in

ey Dielbi an Wednesday]

and leaving only one survivor.

“This is really the first public en-
gagement that we've done In India
since that tragic day,” Wilson said dur-
ing a panel discussion at i

Inedla 2025 summit here. “1twas abso-
hutely devastating for the people in-
volved, for the families of those
Invalved, for the company, for the
staff,” Wilson added.

The AATR had released its prelim-
inary report on July 12, which re-
vealed that fuel supply to both
engines was cut off shortly after take-
off. The two fuel control switches
were moved to the “cutoff ™ position
In quick succession, and althouagh
they were tumed back on about 10
seconds later, the engines had al-
ready flamed out. The report stated
that one pilot asked the other wiy
he mowved the switches, and the other
responded by denying it. The report
did not identify who said what. The
AATB did not rule out technical fanlts,
and sald aviaton medicine and

pevchology experts were involdved in
the ongolng probe.  Turnto Secll, P3p

PAGE3
Image of India not giving
bilateral flying rights
wrong: IndiGo chief

The image being portrayed by some
airlines that India is not granting more
bilateral fiying rights to anyone is
"wrang”, and the country has simply
been selective in allocating

them hazed on demand
and two-way utiliea-
thon, IndiGo CEO Pleter
Elbers said. Elbers also
sald that around 40 of
IndiGo's aireraft are
currenty grounded due
to Pratt and Whit-
ney engine
issnes

m Akasa Air eyes PO in 2-5yr= CEO

AAIB report shows
nothing wrong with
A-lops: Wilson

Wilson said: “We've had more
than 600 people onthe ground
in Ahmedabad. We've sctupa
Trust (to suppon  affected
people) throigh Tata Sons. We
hawve provided ex-gratia pay-

ments (o all the families of
those affected. We've
obwiously completed the
interim compensation of our
own, and we are working
throagh the fmal compensa-

tiori. Thore & commmilment
[rom both Air India and from
Tata todo absolutely allweoan
[or as long ms it takes to bring
closure to those thit have been
affected”

“We'realsoworking with inves-
tigators. We're not involved in
the investipation directly. It's
something that is run by the
povernment.  The  interim
report indicated that there was
nothing wrong with the air
cmft, the engines or the oper-
aton of the aidine We
obwviously, as everyone else,
awail the final report, and if
thene's anything to learn from
it, we will absolitely make sure
thnt we do. But forthe moment,
our forus 5 on to make sure

thiat we help them the best way
wocan,” he added,
Iru thwe imitin] phase, forthe three
maoiiths following the accidens,
the airline reduced its interma-
tional wide-body [lights by
about 15 per cent.
Thiswasdonejust toenstre
thit there was tme for even
more checks than would nor-
mally be the case, to recognise
the fact that pilots and engin-
eerswere being even more ca
thows thon wsun], Wilsom moted.
“Wie had defiberately, both vol-
untarily aned from & repulstory
caution perspective, put in
additional checks, and that has
now progressivel y goneback to
1 more normal level of oper
ations,” he added.
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Akasa eyes IPO in 2-5 years

DEEPAK PATEL
Maw Delhi, 29 October

Alkaca Alr plans to launch its
inirial public offering ([PO)
within the next two to five
years, its Founder and Chief
Executive Officer (CEQ) Vinay
Dube said on Wednesday,
adding that the airline remains
"well-capitalised at every step™
to ensure flexibility and resil-
ience as it expands operations.

Asked during a panel dis-
cussion at the Aviation India
2025 summit here about further
fundraising plans, Dube said:
"There is no next phase we are
planning. Our next phase

shouldbe anIPOinamwo tofive
veartime period.”

Headded that Akasa’s phil-
osophy is to remain well-capi-
talised to handle unforeseen
challenges. "If we have to pivot
and dosomething different, we
are alwayswell-capitalised.” he
noted. Explaining the rationale
behind the airline’s recent
fundraise, Dube said, "One of
the mistakes that airlines have
made in the past is being
undercapitalised. So, we made
sure we gof money before we
needed it. Because when you
need money, no one ks willing
o give it to vou™

Akasa Air had on August 19

announced the completion of
its strategic investment [rans-
action — first unveiled in Feb-
ruary — after securing all
regulatory  approvals. The
fundraising brought in Premji
Invest, 360 ONE Asser, and
Claypond Capital, along with
additional capital from the
Jhunfhunwala family, to sup-
porttheairline’s expansion and
Iong-term growth plans,

Thetransaction isestimated
at around $125 million, accord-
ing 1o people familiar with the
matter. Akasa said the fundswill
be used o expand operations,
enhiance customer experience,
and invest insafety.
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Image of India not
giving bilateral flying
rights wrong: IndiGo

CEOQO Elbers savs New Delhi is selective about allocation

DEEPAM PATEL
v Dedhi, 29 October

The image being portrayed by some girlines
that India is not granting more bilateral flying
rights to anyone is “wrong™, and the country
has simply been selective in allocating them
based on demand and two-way wtilisation,
IndiGo CEQ Pieter Elbers said on Wednesday,

Hiscomments come months after Emirates
President Tim Clark criticised India’s restrdct-
ive stance on granting additional bilateral
rights to Dubai. saying that restricting air
access to forelgn carriers is akin to “shooting
yoursell'in the fool”™ since aviation is a “wealth
multiplier” for the economy.

India has so far been reluctant to expand
bilateral flving rights for the UAE and Quatar,
a5 West Asian hubs like Dubai and Doha pri-
marily serve as transit points for Indian passen-
eers traveling omward to Morth America and
Europe. At the same time, Indian carriers
are steadily inducting wide-body aircraft
amd ramping up non-stop operations to long-
haul destinations.

Elbers, while talking during a panel dis-
cussion at Aviation India Summit »025,
acknowledged that around 40 of IndiGao's air-
craft are currently grounded duse to Pratt and

Whitney engine issues. He said that while the
situation was “frustrating”, thene was little poimt
in“endlessly complaining” about it and the air-
line would rather focus its efforts on solutions.

IndiGo, be said, was pursning several mit-
eating measures such as securing damp keases,
extending existing leases, and bringing back
mircraft to maintein capacity. “If you have 40
planes grounded, it’s a terrible number. But by
expressing each and every carnings call, how
many are grounded, by saying that we are
extremely frustrated, it doesn't bring any of
these planes back in production,” Elbers said.

“Wie have put all our emphasis on mitigat-
[ng measures... rather than spending half sn
hotr on complaining about what it is, | rather
explain half an hour what exactly we are doing
to mitigate the impact. And yes, when the
doorsare closed and the mics are ofl, of course,
I'm frustrated sbout it, but it doesn’t bring the
resolution any closer by endlessly complaining
ahout it,” he sdded.

Shifting focus to India's international avi-
ation policy, Elbers said that misch of the cur-
rent debate around bilateral Hying rights
overiooked the progress already made by the
Indian povernment in selectively updating air
SETVICE agrevments.

“In today’s India, we have a set of operators
whoare committed tobuild their international
presence as along-term ventune. [ts not ashort-

PHOTO: REUTERS
—

&€ QUITE A FEW COUNTRIES, OVER
THE PAST FEW YEARS, HAVE UPDATED
THEIR AIR SERVICE AGREEMENTS
WITH INDIA Y

Pieter Ebers

Chief ewenudive officer, indiCin

term thing.” Elbers said, adding that both the
povernment and private sector were investing
hesvily in aviation Infrastructure. "Quite a few
coumtries, over the past few years, have updated
their air service agreements with India. It has
been done with Kuwwait and Indonesia. So, 1
think the image which some like to portray is
thatIndiais not giving amy traffic rights, it's just
wrong. India is giving selective traffic rights
wherever itmakes sense to allocate those trafhic
right=" he stated.

He added that opportunities continued to
exist within the existing bilateral framework,
with the government factoring in the balance
of utilisation between India and other coun-
tries. “We have put out massive aircraft orders
= including wide bodies - as Indian operatoms
IndiGo actuslly doubled our wide-body order
with Airbais to 60 already. Sothat's just a mass-
ive number. And, for that, obviously we need
traffic richts,” Elberssaid.

Elbers noted that IndiGo’s intermational
expansion contines apace. ~We are now operat-
ing 2,300 daily flights now.” he said, adding that
this winter season, the airline is serving 18 addi-
tional destinations — 12 domestic and six inter
national — compared with last year. He said
demand for non-stop intemational routes had
been strong, with passengers responding posi-
tively to direct Hights to destinations such as
London. Manchester, and Copenhagen.
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Flights, trains cancelled in city

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, OCT. 28

Cyclone Montha has dis-
rupted air and rail trans-
port to Andhra Pradesh,
forcing the cancellation of
several flights and trains
bound for coastal cities
including Visakhapatnam,
Rajahmundry, and
Vijavawada.

Airline officials
announced on Tuesday that
flights from the
Shamshabad airport, were
cancelled due to adverse
weather conditions. IndiGo
and Air India Express can-
celled 18 departures and 17
arrivals scheduled for the
day.

Airline authorities said
passengers were informed
in advance about the can-
cellations.

The cyvclone has impacted
165 trains overall so far —
of which 122 have been can-

celled, eight diverted, and
29 rescheduled, said the
South Central Railways.

For passenger conven-
ience, SCR has also set up
helpline numbers
040-27786170, 040-27786140
and 040-27781765.

Railway authorities said
passengers holding
reserved tickets will be
informed via SMS alerts in
case of train cancellations,
diversions, or reschedul-
ing. For online ticket hold-
ers, refunds will be aufo-
matically credited to their
accounts,

Passengers with physical
tickets can claim refunds at
the reservation counters
within three days of can-
cellation. Those who miss
this window can approach
the Chief Commercial
Manager (Claims) office for
assistance.

A senior SCR official said,
“All departures have been

placed on high alert, and
every station is prepared to
handle the situation even if
conditions worsen. As of
now, everything is under
control, and the cyclone’s
intensity is moderate.” At
an emergency meeting on
Tuesday, SCR general man-
ager Sanjay Kumar
Srivastava reviewed pre-
paredness and passenger
safety

He directed officials to
deploy essential materials
to vulnerable sections. He
instructed teams to closely
monitor the cyclone’s path,
coordinate with state gov-
ernment and NDRF offi-
cials, and ensure patrolling
of tracks in potentially
affected areas.

He ordered the posting of
stationary watchmen at
vulnerable bridges and
other sensitive points to
provide real-time updates
on ground conditions.
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Op Stability: DGCA
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AHMEDABAD PLANE ACCIDENT: Preliminary Findings

Crash Probe doesn’t Indicate any
Fault with the Aircraft: Al Chief

QOur Bureau

New Delhi: Air India managing
director and chiefl executive
Campbell Wilson said on Wednes
day that the Alrerall Aceldent In
vestigation Bureau's (AALB) preli-
minary findings on the Ahmed-
abad plane crash indicated there
was nothing wrong with either the
alrcraft, engines, or the airline’s
operational practices

“Anvthing that happens in the in-
dustry whether that's us or
others — is a cause for introspec-
tion and review The interim re
port indicated that there was not
hing with aircraft engines or prac
tices that required changing. But
of course, we're always looking at
how we can keep improving and le-
arning.” Wilson said, addressing
the Aviation India 2025 Summit

An Air India Boeing 787 alrcraft
crashed shortly after taking off in

Ahmedabad on June 12, killing 270
people. Initial findings by AAIB,
tasked with probing the accident,
2aid the plane’s fuel switches were
disengaged seconds after taking
off. The report also mentioned that
there was confusion
among the two pi-
lots about who di-
sengaged the fuel
switch, which regu-
Iates the fow of fusl
to the engline

The AAIB has so
far not issued any
directive to Boeing
orthe engine maker
General Electric, In
dicating it hasn't fo
und any critleal is-
sue with the equipment. However,
the report has faced eriticism from
airline officials and indusiry ex-
perts who said the AAIB has selee-
tively issued a single sentence
[rom theoockpit volee recorder, on-

ly arousing susplcion of pllot sul
cide, without giving other details

Ajr India however faced intense
scrutiny from sector regulator Di
rectoraie Generalof Civil Aviation
(DGCA) which issued show cause
notices to several top officials of
theatrline for various violations

“We continue to fully cooperate
with investigators,” said Wilson

He said Alr India had mobilised
significant resources in Ahmed
abad toassist victims' families.

“We've had more than 600 peaple
on the ground in Ahmedabad. We-
‘weset upa trust through Tata Sons
tosupport affected families. We ha
v provided ex-gratia payments to
all those impacted, completed inte
rim l.'1lll]lilL!|]5-'l1 binme, :lIZH.I. nre wor-
king through the final compensa.
tion process,” hesaid.

He reiterated the airline’s com-
mitment to “do absolutely all we
can for as long as it takes to bring
closures to t hose affectsd, "
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GOVTCAUTIOUS ON EXPANDINGACCESS TO INDIA

Airlines back govt's stance
on access to foreign players

SUKALPSHARMA
Hew Delhi, Cctober 29

THE CHIEF EXECUTIVES of

India’s major airlines IndiGo
and Air India on Wednesday
defended the government’s
evident palicy of not sxpand-
ing bilateral airservices agree-
ments with countries that
house global hubairports and
whaose airdines account for a
sl gmificant chunk of interna-
tional medium- and long-
haul passenger traffic toand
trom India

With major home- grown
akrlines investing heavily in
expanding their international
footprint the povermment hax
been selective and cautions in
expanding foreign carriers’
access to the Indian market,
even as countries like the
United Arab Emirates and
CQatar, and thelr alrlines, have
been pushing New Delhi to
allow them to arry more pas
sen gors to and from India

IndiGo CED Fieter Elbers
said that it would be wrong to
‘\-'I}' 1]1.|I Iindlia is mat Er.‘mlhlg
additional bilateral rights to
amyone, noting that India has
over the recent yoars expanded
air services agreements with
some countries, which reflects

PIETER ELBERS,
CEDH, INDIGO

The Indian
government is
taking theright
Steps
when it
comwes to
ap ening

“aih

that the count ey ks open torevis-
ing pacts in cases where both
sitles have something to gain,
“The image that some like
to partray that India ks not giv-
ing any traffic righis is just
wrong, India gives selective
traffic rights wherever it
mikes sense..The opportuni
ties are out there and the traf-
ficrghts are being givenina
way taking into consideration
wh FIHHIILL-_\rM H'mi.iﬂlllrm“:l!.-'
bath sides,” Elbers said at the
fviation Indiaand South Asia
2025 summit in theCapital
“We have put out massive
orders as Indian operators.., 1T

CAMPBELL WILSOMN,
M0 & CED, &IR THDIA,

The pace of
liberalising the Indian
skies should be
suchthatit
doesn't \
undercut the (= &
investments -
being made

by Indian

airlines N

there are certain destinations
where 90% of the seats are
opemted by non-Indian opera
torsand 10% operated by us,
then thatis the opportunity to
fill those seats and then talk
about potential
expansion..The | ndiangovemn-
ment is taking the right steps
when it comes to opening the
market,” the Indigo CED said.
Speaking at the same event,
AlrlndasMDandC l:ﬂ['.l.tup-
bell Wilson said that the paoe
ofliberalismgthe Indian skies
should be such that it doesn't
undercut the investments
being made by Indian airlines

and the broader aviation
gcosystem in the country.

“For some of the other car-
riers, upwardsof 60, 70,andin
some cases 90 of what [pas
senger traffic) they are taking
from India is transiting and
polng on o somewhsre
else, Indiancamiersare imest -
g tenzofbillions of dollarson
wide-body aircraft to senve
these markets directly..|
firmly believe that it is in
India’s Interest o make sure
that the pace of liberalisation
issuch that it doesn'tundescut
the investments being made
by Indian aviation plhyers”
Wilsonsaid.

Wilson also zald that the
issue of market access and
imbalances doesn't pertain to
just bilateral air raffic rights,
butalso the shortage of siots at
busyairparts The Airlndia CEO
sald that when it comes (o
some developed international
markets, ot constraints atair
ports is a big challenge for air
limes currently looking to
expand their international
f|u11]1|i|1!. H:' "“]5“""1 that warl-
ouslarge overscascamicTswen
able to secure slots long ago,
while cardiems likeAirIndiathat
ame "starting somewhat lter”
don'tenjoythe same ooy,
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UP turninto North India’s fastest growing aviation hub

UP State Bureau

LUCENDW
———

Uttar Pradeshs aviation sector
is touching new heights, with
passenger and cargp traffic
recording  unprecedented
growth, Under Chief Minister
Yopi Aditvanaths leadership,
the state has not only
expanded i network of air-
ports but also emerged as a
vital hub for regional connec-
tivity and logistics.

Between April and August
2025 air passenger traffic
grew 1446% year-on-year to
reach 60 lakh. Uttar Pradesh's
share in Indias total air traffic

climbed to 3.52% up 34 basis
points from the previoos year.
This means one in every 30 air
travellers in India now flies
from a UP airport.

From just 5997 lakh passen-
gers in 20068-17, Uttar Pradesh
handled 142.28 lakh in 2024-
25, including 12,99 lakh inter-

national flyers. The compound
annual growth rate of 101%
reflects consistent expansion
In air travel demand. Even
after the pandemic shimp in
FY 2020-2], the state achieved
one of the fastest recoveries in

India, doubling passenger

numbers within two vears.

Over 60 lakh
passengers
travelled from UP
airports between
April-August 2025

Varanasi, Prayagraj,
Ayodhya, and Gorakhpur are
leading the states aviation
surge. Prayagraj posted a 8.4%
rise in passenger traffie,

Varanasi 344%, Gorakhpur

278%, and Kanpur 13.3%
Ayodhya  Alrport—named

after Maharshi Valmiki—grew

from just 2 lakh passengers in

202324 to over U lakh in
2024-25, becoming one of the
fastest-growing terminals in
northern India.

On the logistics front, air
cargo traffic recorded an
impressive 19.1% compound
annual growth mte between

FY 2006-17 and
FY 2024-25 jumping from
5890 to 28360 metric onnes,
Lucknow led with 22,009
tonnes, while Prayagraj regis-
tered a 50% [ncrease. During
April-August 2025 alone,
Kanpur's cargo mose 165% and
Agras by 247%, as industrial
clusters integrated into global
supply chains
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AVl&thIl sector to incur3105 bn loss inFY26

NEW DELHI
—s

Indian aviation industry’s net
financial losses to increase to
Bs 85-105 billion in FY2028,
credit rating agency ICRA
said in a release. The agency
expects net losses to widen
mare than Rs 100 billion in
FY2026, compared with Rs
55 hillion in FY2025. The
increase is attributed to
slower traffic growth amid
high aircraft deliveries and
rising operational costs,

According to the release, a
major cost driver continues
to be aviation turbine fuel

(ATF), which rose 3.3 per
cent sequentially in Ocmober
2025, Fuel prices averaged Rs
95,181 per kilolitre in FY 2025,
lower than last vear, but
volatility persists due to
exchange rate fuctuations.
Fuel accounts for 30-40 per
cent of airlines’ operating
costs, while a large share of
expenses remains dolkar-
denominated, leaving air-
lines vulnerable to currency
MOVEmENIs.

India’s domestic air pas-
senger traffic also declined
in September 2025, as com-
pared to the same period the
previous year. The domestic

air passenger traffic was esti-
miated at 1285 lakh in
September 2025, down L4
per cent from 130.3 lakh in
September 2024 and 0.8 per
cent lower than 1285 lakh in
August 20235,

The fall comes despite air-
lines deploying slightly
higher capacity compared to
the previous month, though

capacity remained 3.3 per
cent lower year-on-vear. The
aviation sector contnues to
navigate a mix of operational
and financial headwinds.

During the first half of
FY2028 (April-September
2025), domestic passenger
traffic touched 803.7 lakh, a
L3 per cent increase over the
same period last vear. ICRA
said this slow growth
reflected "cantious travel
sentiment” amid ongning
challenges in the industry.

At the same time, interna-
tional air traffic for Indian
carriers has shown stronger
MM ENEm.
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VISAKHAPAT MAN

Mass flight
cancellations
over Montha

The Severe Cyclonic
Storm (SCS) Montha led
to the cancellation of over
35 flights across airports
In Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana, including
Shamshabed, Vijayawada,
\isakhapatnam, and
Rajahrmundry. This
included 30 IndiGo, two
Air India, and five Air India
Express services. The India
Meteorological
Department (MO
reported that Montha was
expected to cross the
Andhra Pradesh coast
near Kakinada on Tuesday
evening with winds upto
10 kmph.
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Shuttle bus catches
fire at Delhi airport

FPJMNews Service

HNEW DILHI
—_—

A shuttle bus parked near

Terminal 3 of Delhis Indira
Gandhi International
Airport caught fire on
Tuesday afternoon, officials
said, The Alr India ground
handling companys bus
was vacant at the time, and
no injuries were reported
The incident, reported
around | pm, prompted a
quick respense from the air-

ports fire team, which
extinguished the blaze
within minutes. Police said
only the driver was present
when the fire broke out, and
the area was briefly cor
doned off as a precaution,

Alr India Sats Alrport
Private Limited (AISATS)
and Delhi airport author-
ities confirmed thatall oper-
ations remained normal. An
investigation is underway to
determine the cause of the
fire.
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Al wide-body ramp
up in 2026: Wilson

Jagritd Chandrs

MEW DELHI

Alr India (Al will induct a
new wide-body aircraft ev-
ery six weeks in 2026 for
the next two vears, which,
alongside the refurbish-
ment of legacy Boeing 787
and 777, will position it as a
“modern,  nternational”
girline by 2028, acconding
to CEO Campbell Wilson.

“Through the course of

2026 there is a massive
ramp-up in our wide-body
induction,” Mr. Wilson said
at the Aviatlon India Sum-
mit. The new additions will
include the first of the
TET-9s joining the airline in
December 2025 and then
in 2026, an average of one
every six weeks. These will
be mostly 78795 and also
twio Airbus AZS0-1000% in
the financial vear 2026,

So far, the airline has in-

Campbell Wilson

ducted six A350s from its
order of 68 wide-hody jets,
which form part of its Larg-
er 570-gircraft buy from
Boeing and Airbus, So far,
the Al Group, including Air
India Express, has added
nearly 57 new planes, Ov-
erall, the airline will conti-
nue o add a new aircraft
every s 1o seven days. By
2027, all of the 26 787 fleet
will be refurbished fully.
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Akasa IPO in
two to three
years, says
CEO Dube

Iagriti Chandra

NEW DELHI

Threeyear-old airline Aka
sa will come ot with an
IPD in two to five years,
CEO Vinay Dube said.

“With Boeing increasing
its production rate, there is
more confidence in our ex-
pansion,” the CED said on
expansion. He added the
airline will add 196 aircrafi
until December 2032

The CEO said 85% of the
400 grounded pilots were
now actively flving and by
the end of the next 30 to
B0 days, all of them will ac-
crue flying hours.
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@ Hinhustan Times
Air India CEO calls
crash tragic, awaits
final probe report

Moha LM Tripathi

et et AT T

NEW DELHI: Describing thee crash
offa Bosing 737 b June ad “abio-
lutely devastating™ Afr India
cliel execuizve officer (CEQ)
Campbell Witson on Wistdresday
i the airline continnes o |ip-
port affected Fmilics and staff
while coopernting with the
ONEoANE Investigarion.

At an Avtathon event in Delhl
on 'l\"l.ﬂll.l:ﬂh:l-. he alsoacknow]-
elped that the Tats Group aliine
I bein facing a dilliull year
marked by nirspoce closires,
supply-chnin  defays, amd
regional instahility.

Alrspace closires, mcloding
that of Pakistan after the Pehal-
gam wrror attack in April and
Urperntion Sndoor, Indéa's sube
SCuUEnI military scthon agxinst
terroris! idrastructare in May, &
expacied o cost Alr Indi
around TLO00 crone in the dar-
renl [inancial vear os the airline
I8 to use longer rowles [ar its
long haul and ultra lang haul
imternagonal operations. he sakd

“This is the first pablic
engagement we have dooe since
that tragic dm_. was absoluicly
devastating; for the people
Imvolved, thelr lamilles. amd our
sl 1. Wilsom said

“Wie've been doing alsodugely
everyihing we cam o suppart
those alfected: lmities, licsk
responders, and stdl. We have
muore than GiXl people on the
ground n Ahmednbad and have
st wip o trust with Tat that i=
praviding extra shane payments
toall the Bamilies”

The Drepmliner croshed
shortly afrer wheofl from
Ahmendabad airpoe on Jme [
leading to the death of 260 peo-
ple. One passenger survived

Hie: saiic] inberim campensation
had been completed and final
paymnenks wene being processed

Camphedl Wilson, CEO, Adr
India. WUTER

“Thie commstment fram beh Alr
Lol sirsd] Tk % 10 do sbsolutely
] e, Bor as long as if wakes,
1o bring closure o those
ofleched,” hesaid.

Wilson stréssed that the
investignfion is governmend-lod
amd inelependent of the pirline
“The tnterim report indicated
there was nothing wrong with
the wircraft, the englnes, or the
aperation of the alrling. We, ke
evervone else; await L il
repor, and i there's anyithing to
learn, we will absolmely malke
sure thmt we da,” he il Follow-
ing theaccident, Air Indin intro-
duced & “safety pmese,” redacing
imtermaticmal Nying by abou 5%
for three months 0 carmy ous
additional ehecks. h has now
progressively gone back to
maore normnl bevel” he said,

Hiwever, the sirline chief sai
Adr Indlia is navignling one al it
masl clallenging yenrs, with
muhiple extermal disnaptions
affecting glohal aviation. “Tt's
been reporsed that the atrspeice
glosumes we face alone will be in
the order of 34,000 crore. That's
a big sam in anyone's book,”
Wiltsom sald. I'C{["Il'lﬂl_.' A0 FEroalr-
ing costs arising from coallict-
relited resirvictions in Souwth
Asia. the Middle East and
Europe. He sdded that supply-
chmin disruptions and workione
shortages bave delayed aircrall
delrveries and refurbishmsens
timetines,
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Air India
Express to
strengthen
local network

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

Air India Express, the low
cost subsidiary of Air India,
will boost presence in the
local market for market
share with the segment
likely to grow faster than
the global network, MD &
CEO Aloke Singh said.
“About two years ago, as
much as 60% of the net-
work was short-haul inter-
national and rest domestic.
Today, it is about 50-50.
We have been growing in-
ternational short-haul as
well. But, we have been
growing faster in the local
market and this trend
would continue,” he said.
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IndiGo, Air India back govt’s cautious stance

on market access to large foreign

SUKALPSHARMA
NEW DELH.OCTOBER 28

THE CHIEF expcuitives of India's
majorairines ndiGo and A lndia
onWednesday defended the gw-
emment'sevident poboy of not ex-
panding bilateral air services
agresments with countmes that
house global hub airports and
whiode airlines acourt or a sgnid-
icant chunk of international
mediume and long-haul passen-
g rraffic o and firom India

With mapor horme-groswn air-
knes imvesting heavilyin expand-
ing their international footprint,
thegovermment has been selective
andcautious inexpanding orekm
carriers accesstothe Indian mar-
ket even as countries like the
Linited Arab Ermirates and Qatar,
and theirairires, have been push-
ing Mew Delhi o allow them to
GHITY mione pessengers inand firom
India IndkCo 020 PeierElbers said
that iwwould bewrong o saythat

Homa-grown
aidines

expanding
@ global footprint

WITH RAJ OR horme-
grown ardines imvesting
heavily i etpandirse thear
imernmational botpn,
thee gevermment has been
selectivein expanding, for-
SN carners access ko the
Irdian marker

EXPLAINED

Indiais not granting addivonal -
Lieral nghs toamone, noting that
Indiahas overthe recent yearsex-
pandead air senvices agreaments
with some countnes, which re-
flects that the country s open to
revisng pactsincaseswheneboth
sides have something togan, The
image that some like to portray
that Irefia is not. giving any traffc
rights is pstwrong. India gves s-
lective traffic nghis wherever it
rmakes sense_The OppCETUNIDeS

Uncertainties can't
derail us: Air India

New Deethit Thise are ma -
certainties impacting travel
dermand, but thosecannot “de-
rail us’, Air India cheef Camp-
bredl Wikson saud. The airdinets
estimated 1o mour a pss of Bs
A000 conedus o Pakisan s
spaceckeue hesaid P

are ot there and the traffic nghis
arebeing given inaway kng nio
onsideration whether they are
conaimed by both sides.” Hbers
s atthe Aviation Indiaand South
Asia 2025 sirmimit i the Ca pital
"W have put oul massve or-
ders as | ndian operators... If there
ae certain deginations where 90
percert ol the seatsare operated
by - Indian operators and 10
percentoperated by us then that
s theopporuntyinfilthose sears
and then Glk about potenbal o

airlines

parsion . The Indian govemmers
s taking the nght steps when it
comes toopening the market,” the
g CEO s,

Speaare al the same event, Air
India's MD and CEDQ Camphbell
‘Wikson said that the pace ol liber-
alising the Indian skes should be
supch that it doesnt undercut the
mvestments berng made by lndan
arrlimes and the broader aviation
ecosystem in the country. “Foar
some of the other carriers, up-
wwardsof 60, 70, and insome cases
80 per cent of what | passenger
traffic) they etk from India is
transiing and going o 1o some-
where gse. Indiancamersare in-
vesting ensal billions of doflarson
wade-body aircralt to serve these
markets directhy | frmly belicve
thatitisinlnda’s interes o make
surethatthe paceol iberalisation
issudh thatitdoesn't undercut the
vestments being made by Indian
avianon players,” Wilson said

FULLREPORTON
www indianexpress.com
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Aiir speed

Adr Indlia 1o nadvow gap with IndiGo a3 both plan rapid fieet

Al matches IndiGo in fleet expansion
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Air India ramps
up fleet expansion
to IndiGo speed

S T TS s ——

MEW DELHI /MUMBAS

lintle more than two
years since it placed
the first of two megas-

arders 1.lr]:lu.'=:'q'lil.'.'|.'|.' Jets an
Adrbus SE and Boeing Co.,
Incla’s second Largest carvler
Alr India has started taking
deliveries at the rate of one
alreraft o week—catching up
with market leader IndiCGo’s
atddigons toits feet.

Thee Tata Grougs ownied akr-
line has 524 afreraft yet tobhe
delivered, chiefl executive
aficer ICEQ) Camphell Wil-
sony sald. " And all of those will

comme by aroumd 2000 Wewill
b taking an aircraft abow
once every s daysiinciuding
ALX) for the next few years,”
Wiksoin sasd ot s event [n Niw
Lhelhi on Wednesday.

Aday earlber, Aloke Singh,
managing director and CEO
of Adr India Express. had told
reporters at the Mombal aie-
ot "W are looking at abwout
20 to 24 alveraft in the next
calendar vear.”

In June 2023, Alr India
ordered -+ planes from Boe-
Iz and Alrbas followed by an
additional purchase of mare

TURNTO PAGES

bringing the total such air
cralt onorderover 570,

IndiGo, too, had
announced the purchase of
5043 Airbus gircraft in June
205 deliveries af which were
scheduled to begin in 2030
and end in 2035

IndiGo'sorder came on the
back of an earlier order of 480
planes that runs until 2030
for the Gurgaon-based car-
rier.

Inditio’s chiel executive
Pieter Elbers reiterated the
carmier's stated Aeet plans say-
iz the airdine bl received 58
new aircraft in calendar year
2xl4

“8o, that is like one aircrafi
every Friday or during the
week last year,” he said.

To be sure, Wilson also
highlighted severe challenges
facing the aidine while speak -
ingat the same event.

“Aside from the A171 acci
dent, there was the warwith
Pakistan, closure of Middle
East airspace, 50% tariff on
Imdia by Mr. Trumpand con-
strainis on H-18 visas. All of
these are quite unprece-
dented shocks to the system_”
e =il

Air India's CEQ Campbell Wikson.

Hising incomes and strong
economic growth have fueled
hopes among India’s carriers
that the numbser of people iy
ing will keep rising.

This has led io

aruUTESS

aircraft aweek,” said an exec-
utive who was privy to the

developments.
“Betweon Air India and Air
India Express, there are
S-oidd aircrafi

rescord orders on Rising incomes, deliveries sched-
Airbus and Boe strong economic  hednext vear,” s
ing. Typically, growth fuelled second  person
airlines  place hopes among saicl

bulk orders to be Both of them
delivered over carriers that the wanied 1o stay
several vears; number of flyers ANOIYITIIS,
which helps will keep rising Air India and
them negotiate = Air India Express

purchase prices

of planes at a discount.
“202 6 will be an imiportant

vear (for Air India) as Air Indis

and Air India Express, on

average, will be adding one

together have a
et size of 297 planes, while
IndiGio had more than 430
planes as of 29 October 2025,

IndiGo's 64 2% share of the
domestic passenger market is

deliveries over the next 26
momths through calendar
vear 20027,

This includes deliveries of
an unspecificd number of thee
narrow body, long haul A32]
XLH jets that can fly forsixto
seven hours

“Bythe end of December or
early January, we are expect
ing the [first] XLHE to come
in.” Elbers said.

While the rewular pace of
aircraft deliveries will help Adr
Inekins excpansion, some chal
lenges could lic ahead, an
expeert said.

“If Air India is adding one
aircraft aweek, then ves, they
wonild be matching Indiio on
the pace of supply additions,”
said Shobit Singhal, associate
directorof Anand Hathi lnsti
tutional Equities.

But uncertainty over
deliveries hangs over the
order on Boeing, he said.
“About 33% of Air India’s
supply is with Boeing, while
Inditio’s is entirely with Air
bus and, historically, Airbus
deliveries have been faster
than Boring's.”

abhishek fawialive
nrired.com
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Airbus India head eyes PLIs for aerospace

Jurgen Westermeier said the growth trajectory is
excaflent for the Indian aviation sector.

irbus India head Jirngen Westermeier on

Wednesday suggested that the

eovernment can look at providing
prisduction-linked incentives for the country’s
geruspaoe indusiry.

Inddiz is a by marked for Airbus, which
souroes over 514 billion incomponents and
services annually from the country.

Westermeier, who recently took charge as
the president and managing director for Tndia
and South Asia, said the growth trajectory s
excellent for the Indian aviation sector.

Ataconference in the national capatal, he
said why there are no Production- Linked
Incentives (PLIs) for the aerospace industry in
Inadia.

Emphasising the neced to develop the
couniny's acrospace ecosyvstem, Westermesior
said there are opportunities in all areas.

“_the serospace industry isa long-term
industry, youneed a lot of investmenis to get
things poing and in India. the Production
Linked Incentives, why not extend this cene to
the aerospace indusiry,” he asked.

Hewas speaking at the Aviation [ndia and
South Asia 2025 conference. PTI
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Boeing delays
777X debut, books
$4.9 bn charge

The planemaker has now recorded $16 billion in
total charges for the strategic 777X jetliner

o a

chgplveminc.iom

el o snmounced 2 $4. 9hil-

o accoumting charge ol

dislayen] debnit for i 777X jet-

liner, a remindier of U long

recovery abead for the US
plincmaker evenas rising el ded e
sl sterins cash.

T tuiat-v=mshy writeshown, which was
previously reporied by Blossberg, over-
shaderenl thind-guarer exrmings. witha
S7AT howa prer sluare thiat was winderthanibe
ShoHdelivit predicte] by analysis Rese-
niie ol B2LN hillion bl estimates.,

The planesiaker has now recorded
abimost S16 billkon in (ol chasges for the
TTTX, astrstegically importan airerafl thast
b6 ruminiing seven Vedrs lictizriat seliedile
atriel Bl regualatory seruting and ks now
scheduled to eiter servioe in W37 The
Eaxlesl ichianyse alwimis o chibel soaeco e
alficer Kelly Ortbeng still Boes nudiiple
challeiges o staliltaet e company, oyven
an Boeing benelils from surgiieg alrerall
onbirs with support from the Trsmng
acl ninisiration

T Eateest s bronhubee align v lescts thie bow
pracr-il Lhe latter stages of the conification

[ ER T

Wihiler sonine analysts questioned wly
Bising navsried such a lrgeamounting
b B cleelary oo v oo Beses, Oty scaied
thir ey war e o ensre i had cag-
puarvee] Dhee riskon i purocesis ool fully within
Hscomlral

“What we wanted iodo was o surne
Lhis bt quarterly thing for s,” Orthery
sl ebuiringr anint erview on CXNBC achifing
thal the eompany s conlident in is lates)
action plan.

Stuanres el asmuschias 4. 2% i New York
trandieyg, Boving has outperfonned the
Doy Joarws Dimbusstrind Avesiee s G 1eis
year,

Cirtbergabs s bit's biopaefial U Boe
b willeveraually : -

e sty fomprosvernent to the T and THT
Drrenmbiner production teisyear. Tlat'sa
vl Fromm Uhier costby dielays anc quiality
Bapseess it B T e ieds (st have frus-
el sty and wsighes] on i finan-

e for a half-lecaile.
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Pak airspace closure: Al loses 4,000 cr

ENS ECONOMIC BURE AU i MewDelts

AIR INDHLA huas ineurred Ibsses
all T4 000 crore over the past w
manths doe o redrictions on
flying over Pakistan, the air-
llne's CEO Camphell Wilson
said on Wednesday

The closur of Pakistanl air
space lmpossd bllowing the
Pahalgam terror attack in
April, has foreed international
Mights from India io North
America and Europe to taks
nger routes, significantly In
creasing operational oosts

W ware hit by & fow unprec-
edented things this year which
are almost Hlack Swan events.
Aside from the A171 aceident,
there was the war with Pakl
stan, closure of Middle East
airspace, 5% tarilf onIndia by
Dewvald Tramp, and corsiraing s

L a

'Doing everything to support those affected in crash'

Wilson said the airline has been doing everything to support those
aftected in the June plane crath, He shed the intedim probe epodt into
the crash indicated there was nothing wiong with the alroraft, the
engines and the operation of the airline

on H-1B visas. All of these are
guite unprecedented shodks o
the system,” aaid Wilson at an
event in New Delhi. The CEQ
sald whils there are many un.
certainties impacting overall
travel demand, they can't de-
ratl them. ] think the opera-

thve word In 205 s uncertainty
Uncertainty |n global trade pol-
icy global stability and peace,
and politics. 1 think that does
have an impact on the desand
environment,” he said

The alrdine hie faced various
headwinds in recent times, es-

pecinlly the latal crash of a
Dreamliner aireralt in Ah-
madabad that killsd 360 people
on June 12 Wilson said the
plane erash in June was devas-
iating for people, families and
the stall invelved, and the alr
line has been doing evervibhing
to support those affected toease
Thed T fotr me v forwred,

Wilson aaid the intestm pro be
repart into the crash indicated
therse was nothing wrong with
theaircrafl the engines and the
operationof theaidine. “We as
with everyone else, we await
the Mnal report, and i there's
anything to learn from It we
will,” he added Wilson said the
pace of libernlisation of bilat-
eral Ayving rights shonld not be

too much”™ that it underoots in-
vestments by Indinn alrlines
and other aviafion pkyers
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Delhi1 Govt celebrates artificial rain, weather department says skies stayed dry

RAJESH KLIMAR - Mew Daihi

The much-hyped artificlal
rains and cloud seading in the
national Capltal was a fallure
as the molsture content in the
clouds was reportedly low.
The Delhi Government,
though, declared it a success.

The first trial was complat-
ed by 2pr on Tuesday: for the
second trial, the flight took off
frorm Meerut around 4pm and
completed the trial in
an hour.

Soon after the first trial,
Delhl Environment Minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa sald
IT-Kanpur has opined that
raln could happen within 15
minutes to four hours after
the exercise.  *The rainfall

The: aircrafi to be used for the first doud-sesding irisl in the national Capital taking off fram Kanpur

ter sald. However, the Indla no ralnfall recorded n Delhi
Matecrological Department

(IMD) data shows there was

won't be heavy since the
hurmnidity levels were only at

15 to 20 per cent.” the minks- However, Singh Slrsa on

Tuesday claimed that a cloud
seading trial was conducted
successfully in several areas of
Dalhl, including Khekra,
Burarl, North Karol Bagh,
Mayur Vihar, Sadakpur, and
Bhojpur. Detailing how the
exercise was carrled out, Sirsa
sald the Cessna alrcraft took
off from Kanpur, adding it
released elght fire flares each
weighing 2 to 2.5 kilograms
and the trial lasted for half an
hour. Each flare lasted for o
to two-and-a-half minutes,
hesaid According to officlals,
during the trial, silver lodide
and sodium chloride com-
pounds were released
from the alrcraft to induce
artificlal rain.

Mine to 10 such trials are

planned over the next few
days. Since the IMD has
Informed that the wind direc-
tlon Is towards north, areas
falling under that reglon are
belng targeted.

The Government had con-
ducted a test flight over Burarl
last week. However, due to
low atmospheric miolsture of
less than 20 per cent, as
against the 50 per cent typl-
cally required for cloud
seeding, rainfail could not be
Induced. Emvironmentalists
have termed the cloud-
seading trial a short-term
misasura, saying it may tem-
porarily reduce pollution but
fails to address the root
causes of the Capital's deteri-
orating air quality. Tha oppo-

sition AAP mocked the axer-
clsa, calling It a tactic to “steal
Lord Indra‘s (raln god’s)
credit”, even as tha BIP hailed
the move to tackle the pollu-
tion crisis.

Historlcally, the first cloud
seeding trial In the national
caplital was conducted during
the monsoon of 1957, while
the second attempt was
made during the winter of the
early 1970s, according to
climate sclentist Rowy Mathew
Kall from the indian Institute
of Tropical Meteorology (IITR).
In 1972, sliver lodide particles
released from ground-based
generators acted as tiny
nuchel around which moisture
condensed toform raindrops,
according toan HTM report.
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India to set up national aviation
safety centre, say Govt official

PRESS TRUST OF INCIA
Mew Delhi

India will st up a national
aviation safety centre
modelled on global best
practices lo train aircraft
accident investigators and
aviation professionals, a
senior Governmeant official
said on Tuesday

Mantioning aboul various
steps being taken to
boast the country's civil avi-
atlon space, Civil Aviation
Secratary Samir Kumar Sinha
said the number of profes-
sionals in regulatory and
investigation roles is being
doubled.

*India is establishing a
national aviation safety
centre. The first of its kind
institution in the region to
train investigators and avia-
tion professionals modelled
on global best practices
This initiative represents our
long-lerm vision to build
weorid-class safety infrastruc-
ture and human capital,®
he said, emphasising that
aviation safety iz a shared
responsibility.

He was speaking at the
inaugural of the 13th Asia
Pacific Accident Investigation
Group (APAC-AIG) meeting
wihichis taking place in India

=
Chil avaation sacretary Samir Kumar Sinha

Tor the first time. At the inau-
gural, the participants stood
in sllence for a brief while as
a mark of respect for those
who died in the fatal Air
India plane crash on June 12
that had killed 260 people.
The Alrcraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB) is
probing tha crash

AAIB Director General GVG
Yugandhar said the imple-

.

mentaticn of the recom-
mendations of AAIBs is a
grey area. Most of the coun-
tries have independent
AAIBs. “All the accidents ara
categorised for study and
analysis by ICAD
{International Civil Aviation
Organisation) and all other
member nations. Howewer,
implementation of the rec-
ommendations s a grey

FLERHOND)
area because all the investi-
gation reports are submitted
and hosted by Individuals
AAlBs. “The recommenda-
lion= are kept subjective
and they are not classified
further,” Yugandhar said.
Globally, he said all inves-
tigation agencies have one
challerge, that of recruiting
and retaining qualified
inwestigators.
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DGCA to relax
pilot duty time
rules from Nov 1

New Delhi: India will imple
ment relaxed Might duty time
rules [or pllots (o ensure cock
pit crew operating [ghts are
not fatigued DGCA Weines
day sald T remaining clansesof
revised Dight duty time [imita
tions will be implemen ted from
Mow 1. Fifteen clauses wero im
plemented on July 1. Pllots of
big Indian carriers have long
complained of punishing ros-
ters & warned ftigued pilots
adversely iImpacts safety T
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Al Exp unveils retrofitted Boeing 737
with new interiors, economy seating

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: Air India Expresson
Tuesday unveiled its first retro-
fitted Boeing 737 aircraft fea-
tfuring new interiors and up-
graded seating as part of air-
line's ongoing fleet moderniza-
tion drive.

The airline’s managing di-
rector Aloke Singh said they
plan to complete retrofitting of
50 B737 MAX aircraft by
mid-2026. The major cabin ret-
rofit programme will standar-
dize cabins on their Boeing 737
MAX aircraft, converting it
from current business and
economy class dual configura-
tion to a single alleconomy
configuration.

With all-economy configu-
ration, atotal of 650 extra seats
will be added to its fleet of 50
B737 MAX aircraft, equivalent
tofour additional aircraft.

TOl

GROWTH STRATEGY: The airline plans to complete retrofitting of 50
B737 MAX aircraft by mid-2026

The retrofitted aircraft op-
erated its first flight on Tues-
day, ATX-230, Mumbai-Hydera-
bad, with 175 passengers on
hoard. “The interiors are light,
uplifting, and practical with
high-density seating that still
offers generous legroom and
comfortable cushioning,”
Singh said. Each seat is

equipped with an in-seat power
supply for personal devices,
mood lighting, and larger over-
head lockers. The airline also
showcased its expanded menu
of hot meals. “These are paid
pre-booked meals reheated on-
board, while limited buy-on-
board options are also availa-
ble,” hesaid.
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Al Exp to begin ops at Navi
Mumbai with 5 daily flights

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: When the Navi
Mumbai International Air-
port (NMIA) starts handling
flights in a few months from
now, Air India Express will
begin its run at the new air-
port with five departures a
day to the metros of Delhi,
Bengaluru, Chennai, Hydera-
bad and Kolkata, said an Air
India Express official on
Tuesday. The airline will then
scale up its operations to 20
departures a day from Navi
Mumbai. The airline said it is
building hub operations in
Navi Mumbai and Bengaluru
airport.

In Sept, Air India Express
had announced 40 daily arrival
and departure domestic flights
connecting 15 cities in the first
phase of operations. The Air
India group said it plans to

scale up its Navi Mumbai oper-
ations to55daily departures by
mid-2026, including up to five
daily international flights, and
further to 60 daily departures
(and 60 arrivals) by winter
2026. A few months ago, IndiGo
and then Akasa Air an-
nounced plans to operate from
day one of the commissioning
of the Navi Mumbai airport.
IndiGo planned 36 domestic de-
parture and arrival flights con-
necting 15 cities from day one.
By Nov, IndiGo planned to in-
crease itsflightfrequency to158
daily arrivals and departures,
including 14 international de-
partures. Akasa plans to start
with 15 daily domestic flights,
increasing it to over 40, includ-
ing 8-10 international flights by
summer 2026,
Sincetheairportopening
has been delayed, the air-
lines will scaleupoperations

only late next year. NMIA is
being built in five phases,
with the launch phase expect-
ed to accommodate 20 million
passengers  per  annum
(MPPA) and handle 0.5 mil-
lion metric ton (MMT) of car-
go. Upon full completion,
NMIA will have the capacity
to serve 90 MPPA and handle
3.2MMT of cargoannually.
Ticketbookingisexpected
to begin about a month before
the Navi Mumbai airport
opens; passengers will get to
choose between the two air-
ports at the time of booking.
Currently, Mumbai airport
handles about 55 million pas-
sengers per annum. By 2032,
NMIAs 90 million capacity,
combined with Mumbai's 55
million annual passengers,
will have both these airports
handle a total of 145 million
PASSENZers per anmnuim.
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Implement new
fatigue rules, pilots’
body asks DGCA

N EW DNELIE, 06 T B 24

The Federation of Indian Pilots
(FIP on Tuesday wamed the
Directorate Geneml of Coal
Avistion (DGCA) that any
atternpt o doligy or reli the
rollout of the new Flight Duty
Tirme Limatutions (FUT Lirepu-
lations , known as CAR 2024,
would amount to contempt of
cour and bresch of & solemn
undertaking given before the
Diethi High Court. [tdemanderd
that the repulator “immediate-
st heclrimwor peseind sy oom
mumcation, order, or mstruc
ton gronbtng exdension or
redigition o aidines” in mple-
menting CAR M4 —TNS
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