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Education Ministry

Connection to Reshuffle

The latest reshuffle of IAS officers by the Centre
isinterestingly linked to the education ministry.
Vipin Kumar, until now school education addi-
tional secretary, has been appointed as chair-
man of Airports Authority of India. Anil Singhal,
former private secretary to the then education
minister Pallam Raju, has replaced Kumar, PSto
Raju's predecessor Kapil Sibal, V Umashankar, is
back in Delhi as MORTH secretary. Subodh
Singh, former NTA DG, who was inthe eye of the
storm over NEET paper leak controversy and
was made to sit out, is now back in actionas
additional secretary in the steel ministry.
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Vipin Kumar takes over
as Airports Authority of
India Chairman: ipin
Kumar, an IAS officer of
the 1996 batch of Bihar
cadre, took over as Chair-
man of Airports Authori-
ty of India (AAI) on Mon-
day, an official said.
Before he was appointed
AAI Chairman, Vipin
Kumar was serving as
Additional Secretary in
the Department of School
Education & Literacy, Min-
istry of Education. Vipin
Kumar, during his tenure
at the Ministry of Educa-
tion, was looking after
Samagra Shiksha Scheme,
Mational Education Policy-
2020, PM-SHRI Scheme
and other important
assignments, a statement
noted.
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AHMEDABAD

-
Airport
-
issues travel

.

advisory
In anticipation of high
passenger traffic in the
upcoming week dueto
festivities, the Sardar Patel
International Airport
management has issued a
passenger advisory
requesting passengers to
plan ahead and allow
additional time for a
seamless travel
experience.ln e post on X
(formerly Twitter), the SVPI
airport said, ‘During the
upcoming Diwali
celebratians, high
passanger valumes are
expected at SVPLA.
Passengers travelling
through SVPI Airportare
requested to allocate
edditional time for travel-
related formalities and
mandetory security
protocols,”
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Airport to operate 3,372
weekly flights in winter

FPJ News Service

MUNBAI
—

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport will see
3,472 weekly flights — 2,361
weekly domestic and 1,011
international  flights —this
winter, the private airport
operator said on Monday.

The winter schedule started
from October 27 and will con-
tinue Gl March 28, 2025,

With increased travel on
both domestic and interna-
tional routes, the airport said it
is expected to see around 4%
increase vis A wis summer
schedule of 2024, and around
2% increase compared to
winter schedule of 2023, The
winter schedule will increase
services to intermational desti-
mations including Tomnto,
Bangkol:, London and Amman,

Significantly as per the
winter schedule for Indian
Airlines announced by the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation earlier this month,
the carrier will operate 25007
flights every week to and from
124 airports, 5.37% more com-
pared to the winter schedule
of 2023,

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Air Canada to resume
service to Toronto starting
October 28, 2024, with
four weekly flights

Thai low-cost carrier
Nak Air introduced
services to Bangkok
from October 27, 2024,
offering eight weekly
flights

Virgin Atlantic
introduced a second
daily flight to Lendon
Heathrow starting
October 28

Royal Jordanian will
begin a new route to
Armman with four weekly
flights during Feb-Mar
2025

Thai Vietlet to start daily
flights to Bang kok
around December
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AEL PROFIT ZOOMS
663% ON AIRPORT,
ENERGY UNITS

Bloomberg

feedback@livemint com

Adani Enterprises Ltd. posted a
nearly eight-fold surge in quar-
terly profit, as a strong show by
airports and new energy units
offset the drag from coal trading
business. Shares rose.

The flagship firm of billion-
aire Gautam Adani's empire
reported 663% jump in net
income to 1,740 crore ($207
million) for the quarter ended
Sep. 30, compared with the same
period last year, according to an
exchange filing Tuesday. There
weren't enough brokerages with
profit estimates to derive an
average profit forecast.
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Man dies after
a slip and fall
at city airport

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

A 2l-year-old youth died af-
ter he slipped and fell from
a height of around 20 feet
while trying to fix a serial
light inside the Chennai
airport on Sunday after-
noonm.

The youth was rushed
to a hospital where he died
of injuries later in the
night.

According to the airport
police, the deceased was
identified as K. Selvamani,
of Marakkanam. He was
employed by a private con-
tract company to put up
serial lights at the Chennai
airport.

Around 2 p.m. on Sun-
day, as Selvamani was
working outside the inter-
national terminal, he acci-
dentally slipped and fell.
He suffered severe injuries.
Other workers rushed him
to the Government Chro-
mepet Hospital where he
was given first aid.

He was later referred to
Rajiv Gandhi Government
General Hospital (RGGGH)
where he was admitted for
treatment, but died later.
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Adani cancels demerger of
Wilmar joint venture stake

Adani Wilmar will first need to meet its minimum public shareholding requirement

[ —————

MEWDELHI
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‘Small changes’ follow civil aviation minister’s December deadline

Airport clean-up begins at last

SANIAY MANDAL

Calcutta: Sprucing up stink-
ing and stained washrooms,
adding lights worth 23 crore
for better Humination and
polishing marble floors to
clean the dirt accumulated
over the years - the Caloutia
alrport authorities are final-
ly bringing small changes (o
make its terminal building
look and fied better than what
it does now.

The civil aviation ministry
has asked the Calentia air-
port o sprice up [is sdnking,
stained and perpetually wet
washrooms, which are the
most talked about among pas-
sengers since the new terminal
became operational in 2011

Given a December 31
dendline, the airport suthor
ities are replacing stained
toilet seats, broken bathroom
fittings and bringing other
changes to 40-0dd washrooms.

Along with these, the loors
of the arrival and departurns
areas, which look dull and
diriy, are being polished and
cleaned. Thi small changes,
madein a hurry, show the task
is not abways very difficult but
takes effort.

“1t {s very difficult to com-
pletely overhaul an opera-
tional terminal building. So.
we are making small changes
o give the terminal a cleaner
and brighter look,” sald an
adrportofficial. “Thecivit avia.
tiom ministry has also asked us
to improve the conditions af
witshrooms by December 31,

Minlstry sounces sald such
advice has been given o other

ey S

A muarble panel on a wall

A renovated Might information
display board

mirror frames that are worn
oiit or discoloured are belng
replaced.

alrports across the country,
Lo

The Calcutta alrport au
{horities have taken upa 36.5-
erore project for the renova-
thon of 23 blocksof washrooms
in the arrival and departimne
levels. Ench block usually has
thres washrooms, one each
Fon' men, women and diffeeni-
Iy-ahled prssenpers.

Officials said the rencva
tion of three blocks is com
plete now, while another thres
woriidd be ready soon.

“However, keaping wash-
rooms closed is diMicult and
50, the renovation work will
not bo complete before Decem-
ber 2025," sajd an official.

S0, for the remaining 17
blocks, the small totch-ups
are being done o mes! the De

outside n washiroom at the Caleutta airport on Monday

An artificial green wall ina washroom at the

alrport covers up a dirty and stained wall

naot close the washrooms for
long,” hesakd.
However, keeping the

This work would cost T15
Inkh, sald an official

"It ts & small amount that
eotild have been spent sarlis;
if there were plans to improve
the conditions of toilets,” sabd
an olficial. “While making
these small changes, we need

ed the washroom in the de-
parture area, which was the
first to undergo renovation in

spruced-up washrooms clean
152 big challenge.

Reluctan{ cleaners who e
backed by undons is one of the
main reasons for the stink the
city's airport has got because
of the washrooms.

On Monday, Metro visit-

cember 31 deadline lor clean
wishrooms this year.,

The small touch-ups in-
clude puiting marble panelson
walls outside the washrooms
that looked dull and barren,
using artificial green walls o
cover stained and dirty walls
and replacing broken fittings
and stained totlet covers. The

A ‘May Lhelp you counter’ designed for differently-abled
thaat will be Installed at the alrport

Augnst. The mirrors already
have stalns and the cleaners
present paid no heed (o them
More lights
Apart from the washrooms,
the terminal's Ughts would be
Improved, said officials. “We
are buying ceiling lights worth
3 crore o improve the illu-
mination Inside the terminal
bailding, ” said the official
Many passengers allege
that the terminal building had
a gloomy look because there
are not enough lights,
Polished floors
The marble Noors, which look
dull because of the colour and
more so becsuse of the dint ac
cumtilated over the yeirs, ams
Anully getting polished
Alrport officials said they
are using machines (o serub
and polish the marble, a prac-
bioecomimon at privideadrporis.
Alrport sources sald since
the terminal became opera-
tional in 2011, no such polish
work had beendone.

Other amenities

Some Might information dis-
play systems inside the depar
ture area look better. Eariier,
there were hanging wires
which were eyesores.

Also, the May [ Help You
desks to assist passengers
would be replaced with new
ones.

“There would be six such
help desks The new ones
would look better and also
have facilities for different
ly-abled passengers,” sald an
official
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Man falls to
death at airport

Chennai: A contract wor-
ker died after falling from a
height of 40 feet while deco-
rating the elevated corridor
leading to the international
departure  terminal at
Chennai airport on Mon-
day. The deceased identifi-
ed was Selvam, of Marak-
kanam near Puducherry, A
caseison.

Airport officials had hi-
red a private contractor to
adorn the airport with de-
corative lights, and the
contractor employed seve-
ral workers for the task.
While Selvam was hanging
serial lights along the corri-
dor; he slipped and fell, sus-
tainingsevere injuries.

He was pronounced de-
ad on arrival by the doctors
of Rajiv Gandhi Govern
ment General Hospital. e
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Hoax emails that led to scare at
airports, railways traced to Maha

@11mesu1"ndla com

Nagpur: A 35-yearold man
from Maoist-hit Gondia dis-
trict of Maharashtra's east Vi-
darbha, Jagdish Uikey, who
has authored a book on terror-
ism, has been traced toa series
of hoax emails that triggered
panic, flight delays and forced
heighiened security and anti-
sabotage surveillance al air-
ports, airline offices, and rail-
way stations,

Top security agency sourc-
es told TOT that Uikey claims
to have decoded a secret terror
code(25-MBA-5-MTR) that pre-
dicts 30 blasts in five davs on
trains and railway premises.
He had periodically shot off
emails to the Prime Minister's
Office, Union railway minis-
ter; Maharashtra chief minis-
terand hisdeputy, airline offic-
es, director general of police,
rallway protection force and
other govt agencies.

On Monday, Magpur police
deploved additional security
outside the Trikoni Park resi
denoe of deputy CM Devendra
Fadnavis here, following Ui-
key's threat to sit on a dharna
unless he was given a hearing

Man from J&K held for
threat to flight, flyers at
Mumbai boarding gate
Mumbai: A travel agent from
Jammu & Kashmir was arrested
on Sunday for issuing a threat to
Akasa's Mumbai-Jammu flight at
a boarding gate of the city
airport just before its scheduled
departure, reports V Narayan.
Mohammed Yusuf Malik, 52,
approached CISF sub-inspector
Manishankar Rai, 35, deputed at
the gate and whispered a chilling
threat: “The flight will not take
off and no one onboard will be
alive.” In his police complaint,
Rai said: | was at boarding gate
no. 27 whena man came up from
behind and whispered
something inmy ears. | ignored
him and walked away. However,
he followed me and again
whispered something. This
made me ask himto speak
clearly.”

After hotels, Tirupati
Iskcon temple gets
hoax bomb threat

Vijayawada: After a string of
bomb threats to haotels in
Tirupati over the weekend, the
Iskcon temple faced asimilar
scare on Sunday night, before
the authorities sanitised the
premises and declared it ahoax,
reports Madhu Rasala.

The temple authorities
received an email threatening
that “Pakistan's |SI-related
terrorists would blow up the
temple”. Police rushed to the
temple along with bomb
disposal and sniffer dog squads,
and conducted a thorough
search. However, no explosives
or suspicious items were found,
leading authorities to conclude
it was another elaborate hoax.
Tirupati 5P L Subba Rayudu told
TOI police are tracking all threat
emails to nab the miscreants.

on the secret terror code,
According to Uikey, the
code 25-MBASMTR meant
there would be a series of
blasts at markets, bus stands,
airports, airlines, temples,
trains, railway stations. The

blasts would be triggered by
Jaish-e-Mohammed and Sikhs
for Justice (SF.I0,

Uikey, who was onoe
nabbed in 2021, is on the run
since the hoax emails were
traced to him.
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City airport’s
winter schedule:
964 flights/day

Mumbai: The Mumbai air-
port is set to handle 964
fights daily during its win-
ter schedule, which begins
on Oct 27, and ends on March
29 next yvear, said Mumbai In-
ternational Alrport Ltd (MI-
AL)on Monday

Airlines operate two
schedules a wear, the other
being the summer schedule.
As is typical of winter sche-
dule, some airlines will in-
crease services to interna-
tional destinations. The win-
terschedule 2024 marksad4%
increase in airline fights
compared to summer sche-
dule 2024, When compared to
thewinter schedule 2023, it is
a2% increase in flights,

The Mumbai airport will
handle 2,361 weekly domes-
tic Mights and 1,011 weekly in-
ternational flights, The
flights offer non-stop con-
nectivity from Mumbaito 115
destinations,
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Spicelet pays ¥310 crore
to clear TDS dues

Spicelet on Tuesday said it had cleared pending TDS dues worth
$310 crore till the September quarter of the current financial year.
The carrier, which had been facing turbulent times, last month
raised¥3,000 crore. “Beginning September 26, Spicelet has
cleared over600 crore in pending dues, including

outstanding salaries, GST liabilities, and provident fund (PF)
contributions. Additionally, the company has also successfully
reached settlements with multiple aircraft lessors," the airline
said in a release. PTI
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CENTRE MULLS VOLUNTARY USE OF BLENDED AVIATION FUEL BY NEXT YEAR, MANDATORY BY 2027

Blended ATF Gets New Category, to be
Taxed at 2% for Regional Connectivity

Other blended ATFs to be taxed at 11%: airlines say blending will raise fuel cost, call for incentives from Centre

AnuradhaShukla

New Delhi: The Centre has classified blen-
ded aviation turbine fuel as a new category
under mineral items in the Central Excise
Act, as it weighs the option to make its use
voluntary for domestic flights by next year
and mandatory by 2027.

This comes even as the aviation industry
has expressed apprehensions that blending
will raise their fuel cost and that the Centre
may have to offer some incentive if it wants
theairlines to opt for it on a voluntary basis.

According to a notification issued by the
department of revenue, ministry of finan-
ce, on Monday, blended aviation turbine fu-
el drawn by the selected airline operators or
cargo operators for regional connectivity
scheme flights under Regional Connectivi-
ty Scheme (RCS)and Ude Deshka Aam Nag-
rik (UDAN) scheme will attract 2% excise
duty, while all other blended ATFs will be
taxed at 11%.

Officialsfrom the finance ministry descri-
bed the move as the “primary step”, saying
it will take a call after wider consultations
with related ministries, including the mini-

stry of civil aviation (MoCA), Niti Aayog
and oil marketing companies (OMCs).
"This is the primary step and the category
has been created; however it is prematureto
comment on any timeline for making it
mandatory,” a senior official told ET. Tes-
ting of blended petrol is already going on.
In January, the Centre

po— ) had setan indicative target
Aviation of 1% for blending sustai-
industryfeels nable aviation fuel (SAF)
airlines will with conventional jet fuel
eventually for all international flights
passon by 2027, marking a major
higher fuel step towards reducing car-
coststofliers bon emission in the avia-

tion sector:

This was based on the recommendation of
a committee on SAF constituted by the mi-
nistry of petroleum and natural gas

The committee is said to have submitted
1ts recommendations to the government
last year: SAF, which has a similar chemist-
ry to jet fuel, is considered as a clean substi-
tute for fossil jet fuels.

However, the aviation industry feels that
the cost of producing the biofuel is high,
which will spike fuel costs of the airlines,

who will eventually pass it on to the fliers,
the official cited above said. “The industry
has expressed its apprehensions and if in-
troduced at this stage, this will spike the
cost of fuel, and so all aspects must be consi-
dered before making it mandatory as this is
a highly price-sensitive market,” an avia-
tion sector executi- _
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Spice]Jet clears TDS
duesworthI310cr

RAGHAY AGGARWAL
New Delhi, October 29

SPICEJET ANNOUNCED OMN
Tuesday that it has cleared tax
deducted at source (TDS) dues
totalling €310 crore up to the
September quarter of the cur
rent fiscal year, induding
employee TDS payments.

“We are committed to set
tingour houseinomderandare
pleased to have cleared all
pending TDS dues,” said Ajay
Smgh, chairman and manag-
ing director of Spicejet.

The airline reported that,
since September 26, 1t has set-
tled T600 crore in dues, cover-
ing outstanding salarcies, GST

liabdities, and provident fund
(FF) contributions,

“Additionally, the company
has also successfully reached
settlementswith multiple air-
craftlessors,” Spicejetadded.

The airline, which has been
navigating financial chal
lenges, rased € 3,000 core in
fresh funds [ast month,

Earlier this month, FE
reported  that  Spicelet
resolved four disputes with
aircraft lessors within a span
of one month.

The most recent settemenit
was with 5hannon Engine Sup-
port (SES) for 52 million down
fromaninitial claim of $4.5 mil-
lion, final ised on Octaber 25.
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Lufthansa reports 9% drop
in third-quarter profit

GERMAM AIRLINE GROUP Lufthansa reported
a fall in third-quarter operating profit on
Tuesday as its flagship brand struggles with
low yields, competition with mternational
airlines and spiralling costs. O3 operating
profit of $1.41 bn was largely in line with the
expectations ofanalysts polled by the firm,
bit 9% lower than a yvear earlier. —REUTERS
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NEW DELHI
SpicedJet starts

32 new flights

Spicelet on Monday said it
has launched 32 new
flights for the winter
schedule that commenced
this week. Of these flights,
30 are operating in the
domestic sector and two
are connecting the national
capital with Phuket with
direct services daily.
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Al gets DGCA nod to carry out in-house
modifications of aircraft interiors

PTI
NEW DELHI

Air India (AD has
received aviation regulator
DGCA's approval 1o carry out
modifications  in  aircraft
interiors n-house as the air-
line works on revamping its
fleet and expanding oper-
ations,

Ina release on Monday, Air
India said the Design
Organisation Approval (DOA)
from the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) will
enable the airline to indepen-
dently make design changes
in-house and implement
maodifications to its aircraft

W interiors more effi-
: :;.“‘J ciently. "DOA is a
= transformative step

—

towards enhancing
Air India’s in-house capabil-
ities, which has been bolstered
by decisions to set up its own
engineering, maintenance and
training facilities. This will
enhance operational efficiency
and make the airline more self-
reliant” it added

Meanwhile, Al on Monday
suspended 10 cabin crew
members for allegedly insti-
gating other members o pro-
test against the airline’s revised
policy that also requires a sec-
tion of them to share rooms
during layovers, a source said.

AICCA terms Al's

new room-sharing
policy 'illegal’

The All India Cabin Crew
Aszsociation has termed
Air India's room-sharing
policy for a section of
cabin crew members as
“illegal, bad in law, and
Void ab initio on multiple
frants.” The association is
seeking these entitle-
ments - hotel accormmo-
dation and conditions of
accommaodation - in line
with the policy on accom-
maodation for pilots, as per
the previous agreements
and tribunal awards,
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Maharashtra man
behind bomb threats
to airlines, say police

Press Trust of India
NAGPUR

The police in Nagpur have
identiied a 35-year-old
man from Gondia in the
State as the person behind
a spate of hoax bomb
threats that triggered pan-
ic, caused flight delays and
led to increased security at
airports and other esta-
blishments, an official said.

The Nagpur city police’s
Special Branch has identi-
fied the man as Jagdish Ui-
key, who has authored a
book on terrorism and was
arrested in 2021 in a case,
he said.

“Uikey is currently on
the run after these emails
were traced back to him,”
the senior police official
said.

He sent emails to Minis-
ters and government bo-
dies, including the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO),
Railway Minister, Maha-
rashtra Chief Minister Ek-
nath Shinde and his depu-
ty, airline offices, the
Director-General of Police
(DGP) and the Railway Pro-
tection Force (RPF), the of-
ficial said.

On Monday , the Nagpur
police stepped up security
outside Deputy Chief Mi-
nister and Home Minister
Devendra Fadnavis’s resi-
dence in the city after Mr.
Uikey sent an email threa-
tening to protest unless gi-

In the past 15 days, over 510
flights have got the threats that
later turned out to be hoaxes.

ven a chance to present his
information on the secret
terror code he claimed to
have deciphered.

He also requested a
meeting with Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi to dis-
cuss his knowledge of ter-
ror threats, he added.

Threats continue
More than 100 flights oper-
ated by various Indian air-
lines received bomb
threats on Tuesday, ac-
cording to sources.

In 16 days, over 510
domestic and international
flights have got the threats
that later turned out to be
hoaxes.

The threats were issued
mostly through social me-
dia.

Air India received
threats for around 36
flights and IndiGo for
about 35 flights. Vistara re-
ceived the threats for 32
flights, the sources said.
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SpiceJet pays TDS dues worth
1310 crore till Sept. quarter

Spicefet on Tuesday said it has cleared pending
TDS dues worth T310 crore tll the September
quarter of the current fiscal. The carrier, which
had been facing turbulent times, last month
raised 33,000 crore. “Beginning September 26,
Spicefet has cleared over T600 crore in pending
dues, including cutstanding salaries, GST
liabilities, and Provident Fund contributions, The
firm has also successfully reached settlements
with multiple aircraft lessors,” it said, =
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{ OVER 510 FLIGHTS IN 16 DAYS }

More than

100 flights

receive bomb threats

Press Trust of India

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI/ MUMBAI: More
than 100 flights operated by
various Indian airlines received
bomb threats on Tuesday,
according to people familiar
with the matter.

In 16 days, over 510 domestic
and international flights have
got the threats that later turned
out to be hoaxes. The threats
were issued mostly through
social media.

Air India received threats for
around 36 flights and IndiGo
for about 35 flights. Vistara
received the threats for 32
flights, the people cited above
said.

“A number of Air India
flights were subject to security
threats received on social
media on 29 October 2024. Fol-
lowing the laid down protocols,
relevant authorities were
immediately alerted, and all
security procedures strictly
adhered to, as per guidance
from the regulatory authori-
ties,” an airline spokesperson
said in a statement.

Meanwhile the Mumbai

police have registered a case
against an unidentified person
after three airlines received
bomb threats on their X han-
dle, an official said on Tuesday.

IndiGo, Air India and Vistara
had received the threats on
Monday, and they turned out to
be a hoax after verification, the
official added.

The city police have regis-
tered 14 FIRs in October in con-
nection with the bomb threats
to airlines.

Amid a spate of hoax bomb
threats to airlines, the IT Minis-
try has asked social media plat-
forms to observe due diligence
obligations and promptly
remove or disable access to
misinformation within the
strict timelines prescribed
under IT rules.

Besides, the civil aviation
ministry is looking to take leg-
islative actions to tackle the
menace of the hoax bomb
threats to airlines.

On Sunday, Civil Aviation
Minister K Rammohan Naidu
said the Centre is mulling steps
to ban perpetrators, who resort
to hoax bomb threats, from fly-
ing
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THE MUMBER of Air India cabin crew
members suspended by the airfine for
allegedly instigating staff to protest
against the company's revised policies
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Nagpur cops identify man

behind series of bomb threats
to airlines; suspect on the run

NAGPUR: Palice in Maha-
rashira’s Magpur have identi-
fied a 35-year-old man from
Gondia in the state as the per-
son behind a spate of hoax
bomb threats that triggered
panic, caused flight delays and
led to increased security at
airports and other establish-
ments, an official said.

The Nagpur city polices
special branEE:l has ;Idfnaljﬁed
the man as Jagdish Uikey, an
author of a book on terrorism,
who was arrested in 2021 ina
case, he said.

“Ulkey is currently on the
run after these emails were
traced back to him.” the senior
police official said.

The investigation, led by
Deputy Commissioner of Police
(DCP) Shweta Khedkar uncov-
ered detailed mformation link-
ing Utkey to the emails.

Utkey sent emails to various

ernment hodies, including

£ Prime Minister's Otfice
{PMO), Railway Minister,
Maharashira Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde and his dep-
uty, airline offices, the Director
CGeneral of Police (DGP) and
the Railway Protection Force
[RPF), the official said

On Monday, the Magpur
police stepped up security out-
side Deputy Chief Minister

HLE PBOF

Over 100 flights
get bomb threats
on Tuesday

NEW DELHIf MUMBAL
More than 100 flights oper-
ated by va.nnusltllﬁhd.lanﬁ
lines received bomb threats
on Tuesday, according to
sources. In 16 days, over
510 domestic and interna-
tional tlights have got the
threats that later turned out
to be hoaxes. The threats
were issued mostly through
social media. See P4

and Home Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavisis residence in the
city after Uikey sent an email
threatening 1o protest unbess
given a chance to present his
information on the secret ter-
rof code he  Continued an P4

Nagpur cops...

claimed to have deciphered. He also
requested a meeting with Prime Minister
Warendra Modi to discuss his knowledge of
terror threats, he added.

Urikey's email sent on October 21 to Rail-
way Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw; and also
forwarded to the DGP and RPE led to secu-
rity measures at railway stations, the offi-
cial said *A special team has been formed to
arrest Uikey,' he said, sdding that he will be
apprehended him soon.

In 13 days till October 26, more than
300 flights operated by the Indian carri-
ers received bomb threats. Most of the
threats were issued through social media, the
government agencies earlier said.

On October 22 alone, around 50 flights,
including 13 each of IndiGo and Air India
received bomb threats, sources earlier said.

AREHLIES
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INFRA, PLANNING
NEEDED FOR INDIAN
AVIATION TOSOAR

NDIGO Airdines’ big net loss of 2987 crore in the Ji
Septemberquarter has taken India Inc by surprise. Ing
largest airine, which has been profitable in the last se
quarters, wasexpected toturn in a modest profit n
of lis near-monopoly, stable aviation fuel prices and b
passonger numbers. In thelr conversations with irvest
Il iGo officlals highlighted local factors e the groumn
of around 70 aireraft of a fleet of 350 due to issues with
Pratt and Whimey engines. This in turn has foroed Inc
to lease a large number of planes at a high oost. Howe
the plummeting bottomline draws attention to the ser
challenges the aviation sector faces in the country.

Considering the rise in income levels and soaring air
fie, aviation showuld not be a troubled ndusiry, Operath
alrports have doubled over the last decade to 157 in 2
Domestic pascenger traffic increased 13 percent in 20
to 3006 crore, while intermational traffic rose 22 parcont
crore At the heart of the expansion 1s the regional con
tivity scheme driven by refurbishing and expanding &
mg awsirips—known by the acromym UDAN for Ude [
ka Aam Nagrik. Despite these positive faciors, several
tional airlines—Deccan, Kingfisher, Jet and Go—have
operations in receni years; Spleedet ls sputtering.

The fact is that the building of infrastructure has not |
apace the rising numbers of pacsengers and alrplanes,
ating a backend crisis. There 1= a lesgon in the woes
pressed by IndiGo CEO Pleter Ebers; he pointed to the |
congestion of key airports like Delhi and Muombai dela
tnke-offs and stymieng plans to increase flights. Mum
has & single operational mmaweay that s way past sat
tion, while Delhi’s Terminal 1 was shut for longafter its)
collapsed following a downpour In contrast, when Ki
Lumpur International Airport was launched in 1993, it
planned to cater for 100 millon passengers a vear—aca
ity it will reach only by 2030, The aviation Industry is
just about increasing alrerafl numbers o maich ineres
flyers. Among other things, it is about creating afrpor
frastructure; it s about training a sufficient number o
lots: and 1t i3 about keeping taxes like the one on avia
fuel affordahle, so that airlines do not fdd up.
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Sixteen days, 510 hoax

calls, three

ETAFF REFORTER B
MNEW DELHINAGPUR

Mnr: than 114 flights opermed by
various Indian airknes received
bomb threats on Tuesday In 16 davs,
over 510 domestic and inlernatonal
flighis have recetved threats that Later
turned out io be hoaxes. The threats
were issued mosthy throwegh social
media. Meanwhile, the Nagpur police
arrested a 35-year-old man brom
Moharashiras Gondia, who was
allegedly behind the spate of hoax
bomb threats that triggered panic,
camsed flight delays, and led 1o
increased security al airports and
ather establishments.

Air India received threats for around 3
flights and IndiGo for about 35 {Eghes
Vistara received the threats for 32
flights. “A mumber af Air India feghts
were subject to security threats
recetved oo social media on 39 Ociober
M2 “Following  the laid down
protocols, rebovant authorties were
mmmediagely alerted, and all secarty
procedares striciy adhered 10, a5 per
guidinee  from  the  regolatory
outhorities,” an airline spokespersion
sasd in a staienient. Ax manyas 14 FIRs
m October in connection wigh the
bevmb threats io airlmes.

In a related development, desigmated
terronst Gurpatwant Singh Pamnun

arrests

kas alsn issped a thremt specifically
mamed several Air India fhights in hes
recent video message, focusing on
roates  between MNew [Delhi and
Toromio (AL 187, Al 1R9), Vamcouver
iAl I85), London (AL 111, Al 1&1),
Frankfurt (Al 121], Sydney (Al 302),
and Melbourne (Al 308}, Additional
threats target Mumbai-London rootes
(AT 129, AT 130}
Meanwhile, the Magpur police Special
Branch has mlentified him as fagdish
Uiksy, an author of a book on
terrorism, who had been arrested in
2021 in a separate case. Likey was
identified after the hoax emails were
tracedl back to him. 5o far three
Eermm have been arresied in the
poax bomb threats probe. One was
arresied  from Imdira  Gandhi
Internatiomal Airpart, and the second
arrest was made trom Chhattisgarh
The investigation, led by Depaty
Commissioner of Police (DCP)
Shwets Khedkar uncovened detailed
information linking Uikey to the
emails. According tv Magpur palice,
Uikey sent emails o varioos
povernmend bodies, incloding the
Prime Minaster's Othice (PMO),
Raibway Minister, Maharashira Cheed
Mlimister Eknath Shinde and his
depaty, pirline offices, the Director
General ol Palice (DGP) and the
Railway Protecticn Force (RPFL
On Monday, the Nagpur paolice
stepped wp security oatside Depuaby
Chief Minister and Home Minster
Devendra Fadmavis's residence in the
city after Uikey sent an email
threatening to protest unless given a
chance o present his indormation on
the secret terror code he claimed to
have decipbered. He also requested a
meeting  with Prme  Minister
Narendra Modi o discuss his
hnn‘wlnig: of lermor threais, be
added  Uikey's email sent on October
21 to Razilway Minister Ashwind
Vaishnaw, and also forwamded to the
DGP and RPE led to secorty
measures af railway stations, the
nfiicial said.

Continued on page 2

Sixteen days,
510 hoax
threats, three
arrests

Frum page |

Meanwhile, in the wake of a
significant mse in  aiddine
threat calls recently, the
Matinnal Invesiigation
Agency (WLA] has indensified
its security sfiorts acom the
mation. To address (hess
growiny threats, the NIA's
cyber wing has buonched a
onmprehengve analysis of
these foreign thireat cufls This
imvestigation is focased on
discerning  the motives
behind  these calls and
ansessing their autheniscity:
Againsi the backdrop of «
spaie of hoax komb threats to
girfines, the IT Minisiry has
wxked social media platiorms
o observe doe diligence
obligations and prompty
remove or disable access bo
musinformation within the
strict  bmelines  prescribed
under IT rules, Also, the civil
aviation ministry & leakkng bo
take legislative actions o
tackle the menace of the hoax
bombs thrents to arlnes. On
Sunday, Covil Aviation
Minister K RBammnshan Maidu
sail the Centre is mulling
si=ps to ban perr:mlnr:.wlm
resort o hoax bomb threats,
trom fhying
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Air India gets DGCA nod for in-house
modifications of aircraft interiors

PNS B NEW DELHI

he Directorate General of

Civil Aviation (DGCA)
approved a proposal from Air
India to carry out
modifications in  aircraft
interiors in-house as the Tata
Group-owned airline works
on revamping its fleet and
expanding operations.
The full-service carrier has a
collaboration with Tata
Technologies to enhance
aircraft interiors in its fleet.
In a release on Monday, Air
India said the Design
Organisation Approval
(DOA) from the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) will enable the
airline to independently make
desif,n changes in-house and
implement modifications to
its aircraft
efficiently.
"DOA is a transformative ste
towards enhancing Air India's
in-house capabilities, which
has been bolstered by
decisions to set up its own
engineering, maintenance
and training facilities. This
will enhance operational
efficiency and make the
airline more self-reliant,” it
added.
An official said the approval
will also allow Air India to
offer the services to other

interiors more

~

Al IMDIA

e —
Indian airlines in the future.
Air India is the first Indian
airline to attain this level of
authorisation, accelerating its
ability to execute restoration
tasks for continuous
improvement of its fleet, the
release said.

Air India Chief Executive
Officer and  Managing
Director Campbell Wilson
said the approval reaffirms its
capabilities to maintain the
fleet and commitment to
enhancing the customer
experience of its aircraft
interiors.

"By leveraging our global
aerospace expertise, we are
committed to delivering next-
generation aircraft interiors
that not only meet the highest
standards of functionality and
safety but also enhance
customer satisfaction,” Tata
Technologies Chief Executive
Officer and  Managing
Director Warren Harris said.
The approval also comes at a
time when Air India is
retrofitting its legacy planes

= ; .
and has also placed
significant orders for new
aircraft.

According to the release on
Monday, the partnership with
Tata Technologies wiir help
Air India streamline its
operations by integratin
innovative digital threa
solutions and smart
maintenance, repair, and
overhaul (MRO) services.
“This will improve
operational efficiency, reduce
downtime, and ensure that
Air India's fleet remains fit to
fly, further enhancin
passenger safety, comfort an
operational reliability," the
release said.

Tata Air India Group has
three airlines - Air India, Air
India Express and Vistara,
which is a joint venture
between Tatas and Singapore
Airlines. Air India and Air
India Express together have
more than 230 planes.Vistara,
which has a fleet of 70 planes,
is set to be merged with Air
India on November 11.
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Hoax homb threat calls

[

led to 31400 Crore loss

RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI

s the number of hoax

bomb threat messages to
domestic and international
flights crossed over 400,
leading to financial loss up to
Rs 1200 to 1400 crore to
Indian carriers so far. As
many as 410 domestic and
international flights operated
by the Indian carriers have
received hoax bomb threats in
the last 15 days. More than 60
flights of Indian carriers
received bomb threats on
Monday.
Once a flight is canceled or
delayed due to a bomb hoax, a
ripple effect of delays and
cancellations of other flights
occurs adding to financial
losses for not the airline but
the flying public. The event is
not just a safety concern but
also means a costly affair for

an airline.

“The overall financial damage
of the hoax, including costs
for unscheduled landing,
passenger accommodations,
aircraft grounding, and crew
replacements, is projected
from Rs 25 lakh to Rs 4 crore
per incident,” said an airline
executive, who spoke on
condition of anonymity.

The overall costs escalate

when additional expenses
such as unexpected landin
charges, hotel
accommodations for over 200
passengers and  crew,
compensation for missed

connections, grounding the
aircraft for thorough checks,
and arranging a frcsgi1 crew are
factored in. Meanwhile, the
airline also faced financial
losses from the disruption of
its return flight schedule.
Continued on page 8

Hoax hombh threat calls led to 31400 Crore loss

From page 1

Reports suggest that the daily
rental cost of a Boeing 777
ranges between $17,000 and
520,000, and a diversion of
cancellation means huge
financial losses for the airlines.
Sources said around 21 flights
each of Air India and IndiGo,
and about 20 flights of Vistara
received the threats on
Monday,.  An Air India
spokesperson said a number of

its flights were subject to
security threats received on
social media on Monday.
“Following the laid down
protocols, relevant authorities
were immediately alerted, and
all security procedures strictly
adhered to, as per guidance
from the regulatory
authorities,” the spokesperson
said in a statement. Currently,
actions against hoax bom
threats are handled by the
police under existing criminal

laws. However, the
government is  exploring
stricter measures to deter such
incidents and prevent the
mounting  financial and
operational strain on the
aviation industry.

Meanwhile, against the
backdrop of a spate of hoax
bomb threats to airlines, the IT
Ministry has asked social
media platforms to observe
due diligence obligations and
promptly remove or disable

access to misinformation
within the strict timelines
prescribed under IT rules,

Also, the Civil Aviation
ministry is looking to take
legislative actions to tackle the
menace of the hoax bomb
threats to airlines. On Sunday,
Civil Aviation Minister K
Rammohan Naidu said the
Centre is mulling steps to ban
Eerpctmmrs. who resort to
oax bomb threats, from

flying.
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IndiGo forecasts weak Q3

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai: Shares of Inter-
Globe Aviation, the IndiGo
parent, tanked 8 per cent to
74,015 on Monday after the
carrier said it expects per-pas-
senger revenue to drop follow-
ing its first quarterly loss in
two years

The low-cost carrier had
posted a loss of T986.7 crore in
the second quarter ended Sep-
tember 30 — an unexpected
development that the airline’'s
CEO Pieter Elbers blamed on
the grounding of planes and
rising fuel costs.

During intra-day trades,
the share crashed 13.42 per
cent when it plummeted to a
low of ¥3,778.50. On the NSE,
the share tanked 8.04 percent
to settleat 74,015,

The selling pressure on
the stock came on comments
made by its senior manage-
ment in the earnings call and
brokerages cutting their tar-
get price.

“Basis the trends of Octo-
ber, we are estimating early- to

STOCK IMPACT
IndiGo on BSE in ¥

High Close
4181.00 4015.50

V.-u_,——s_._

Qe ol
400pm

9.30 am
Previous 4364.65

mid-single-digit moderation in
passenger unit revenues for
the third quarter as compared
to the same period last year,”
IndiGo's chief financial officer
Gaurav Negi said on an earn-
ings call Friday.

Brokerage Investec said
it expects a trend of declin-
ing earnings at the airline to
“persist” as fares inch lower,
while costs remain high.
The sentiment was also shared
by analysts at Elara Capital.
Both brokerages rate the stock
“gell”,

IndiGo’s shares are down
25 per cent from the record

high they hit in mid-Septem-
ber, with analysts pointing
to falling fares and slowing
growth.

Kotak Institutional Equi-
ties which maintained a buy
rating on the share, reduced
the target price to ¥5,200 from
5,400 earlier.

Goldman Sachs also re-
duced the target price to T4,800
from 75,300 earlier.

Analysts at Nuvama which
downgraded the stock to hold
cited its valuation premium
vis-a-vis global peers apart
from slowing domestic de-
mand and apprehensions over
overcapacity.

SpiceJet flights

Low-cost carrier SpiceJet has
announced the launch of 32
flights effective from October
27.

Out of the newly an-
nounced flights, 30 will cater to
domestic routes, while the rest
two will link Delhi to Thailand
and Phuket.

SpiceJet has announced
theinduction of 10 planes to its
fleet by November.



AIRPORTS

ALHHUF’!T Y OF tNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA

AHMEDABAD

29 OCTOBER 2024

Writing samples of all 147 flyers taken

Vishal Patadiya

@timesofindia.com

Surat: Dumas police registe-
red an offence against an unk-
nown person for writing a
bomb threat on a piece of tis-
sue paper while the Indigo
GE-1M Goa-Vadodara fight
was midair after departing
from Manohar International
Adrportat4.30pm on Sunday
Surat police took handwri-
tingsamplesof all147 passeng-
ers and crew members follo-
wing the aircraft's emergency
landingat Suratairportatabo-
ut 5.30pm, after a
crew member fo-

IN-FLIGHT

The ﬂyers got to leave after Eight
hours of checking

bomb threat assessment com-
mittee was convened at
5.47pm, with senior officials
attending online, as the flight
was bound for Vadodara, whe-
re PM Narendra
Modi was to arrive

undatissuepaper BOMB THREAT on Monday After

with a bamb thre-
at near the aireraft lavatory.
The aircraft was taken to
an isolation bay in keeping
with security protocol and
was thoroughly checked after
passenger  evacuation. An
emergency meeting of the

the assessment, the
threat was declared a ‘specific
threat’ and more protocols we-
refollowed while checking.
Deputy commissioner of
police (Fone 6) Rajesh Parmar
told TOL: “With the suspicion
that someoneon the flight wro-

te the bomb threat, we have ta-
ken handwriting samples of
all the 147 passengers, crew
members and the pilot. In the
samples, weasked them towri-
te the exact same text that was
on the tissue paper. The sam-
ples will be sent to the forensic
science lab in Gandhinagar, If
needed, we will also take natu-
ral samples, in which samples
of their old writings will be ta-
ken by police. As someone co-
uld deliberately provide bad
samples, we take samples of
their handwriting from the
past during an investigation.”

Dumas police registered
an FIR under Section 3(1) of
The Suppression of Unlawful
Acts Against Safety of Civil
Aviation Act and Section 351
(4) of the Bharativa Nyava
Sanhita for an anonymous cri-
minal threat. The complaint
was registered by Indigo Adrli-
nes security in-charge Bhavin
Joshi.

The flight took off from
Manohar International Ajr
port at 4.30pm. When it was
midair; crew member Shreva
Datta went to the lavatory at
the back of the plane. She fo-
und a tissue paper with ‘104 30
min IED written on it. As the
flight number was 104 and
TED" denotes ‘improvised ex-
plosive device', she immedia-
tely alerted the pilot who con-
tacted Mumbai ATC. After the
ATC instructed to make an
emergency landing at Surat,
security agencies were aler-
{1

After the Mlight was groun-
ded at 5.30pm on Sunday, as a
‘specific threat” was declared,
nopassenger was permitied to
leave the airport till the checks
were completed. Before allo-
wingthem toboard again from
Surat, their names were verifi-
ed, and security searches were
also done again, The flight to-
ok off after about eight hours.
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6 flights receive
bomb threats

he Sardar Vallabhbhai

Patel International (SVPI)
airport witnessed heigh-
tened security protocols on
Monday, following *non-
specific’ bomb threats
targeting multiple flights,
which ultimately turned out
ta be a hoax. The affected
Indigo flights, included 6E
414 from Jodhpur to Pune,
which was forced to make an
emergency landing at Ah-
medabad airport. Additional
flights affected included
UK597 (Ahmedabad-Goa),
BE383 (Ahmedabad-Hydera-
bad), 6E261 (Ahmedabad-
Raipur), 6E381 (Goa-Ahmed-
abad), and 6E279 (Lucknow-
Ahmedabad).
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Drone firms from city
gets 2 DGCA approvals

Tinaes News NeTwork

Chennai: City-based drone
company Garuda Aerospace
has bagged two approvals
from the Directorate Gener-
al of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
to manufacture small drones
apart from fraining the
trainers of drone pilots.

In a release, the company
said the first approval is a
delta-type certification for
manufacturing, This certifi-
cation allows the company to
design, manufacture and
maintain small drones ac-
cording to the stringent
DGCA standards. The delta-
tvpe certification is a crucial
requirement fior drone man-

ufacturers in India and en-
sires that productsareof the
highest level of safety

The second approval is a
train-the-trainer  approval
for its Remote Pilot Training

SHOT IN THE ARM

Organigation (RPTO). This
allows Garuda Aerospace to
train and certify trainers,
who will then educate and
certify drone pilots. The
company has six DGCA ap-
provals,

“These new DGCA ap-
provals open up new avenues
for growthand expansion, al-
lowing us to serve a wider

range of customers and con-
tribute more significantly to
the Indian drone industry
The DGCA approvals are
crucial for driving innova-
tion and empowering indus-
tries across the world and
will enableus tocapitaliseon
this growth potential and po-
sition Garuda Aerospaceasa
kev plaver in the industry By
investing in research and de-
velopment, training skilled
personnel, and building stra-
tegic parinerships, weaim to
contribute to the develop-
ment of a vibrant and sus-
tainable drone ecosystem in
India,” said Agnishwar Jaya-
prakash, founder and CEO,
Garuda Aerospace,
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Flight with 202 flyers fails to land on 2 attempts in Lucknow

A young woman in her late twenties had to use
three air sickness pouches, including a pair
borrowed from co-passengers, after her
apprehension level surged astronomically, even
as some fellow passengers kept chanting

Timaes News NeTwork

Lucknow: Many passengers
aboard a Delhi-Lucknow
flight on Monday had their
hearts in their boots when
the plane couldn’t make alan-
ding in its first two attempts.
Eventually, it landed safely
on the third try,

A voung woman in her la-
te twenties had to use three
air sickness pouches, inclu-
ding a pair borrowed from co-
passengers, after her appre-
hension level surged astrono-
mically, even as some fellow
passengers kept chanting
“Hanuman Chalisa”.

According toofficial sour-
ces, the flight from Delhi to
Lucknow with 202 passeng-
ers, including four infants,

“Hanuman Chalisa"

onboard made a landing on
its third approach at Chaud-
hary Charan Singh Interna-
tional Airport in the city on
Monday afternoon.

Sunil Mishra, 62, a resi-
dent of Lucknow returning
home [rom the national capi-
tal with his wife Renu and
daughter Malvi, said: “In the
first approach, the aiveraft to-
uched down the runway;, but it
took off instantly Since we
weresittingon 21 A, B, Cseats,
located just behind the wings,

we felt the full power of the
engines revving upagain. The
flight reached a substantial
height after this.”

“0On the second approach,
the flight was very close to the
runway surface, bul again
aborted landing. Finally, on
the third approach, the air-
craft made a smooth landing.
The anxiety level among pas-
sengers was such that a wo-
man sitting on the 21 E seat vo-
mited and 1 and another pas-
senger gave her our air sick-

ness pouches, while I began
reciting ‘Hanuman Chalisa’'
after second failed attempt,”
Mishra, a frequent flyer for
the last 32 years, said,

Oificial sources corrobo-
rated Mishra's version,
“First and second approach
was from the west side (run-
way 09 side), but the third
approach was from the east
(runway 27 side) where In-
strument Landing System
(ILS) is available to guide air-
craft digitally, and the air-
craft landed safely,” the sour-
ces said.

It's important to note that
landing of an aircraft is deci-
ded by the Air Traffic Cont-
rol, which takes into account
various factors including
wind direction. An aircraft

makes an ideal landing aga-
inst strong wind flow.

“Since the wind from the
east wasstrong, theflight was
asked toland from the west si-
de. But it was very ‘unusual’
to see the pilot fail to land on
two approaches, Therefore,
the pilots were asked to take
theeast side approach. DGCA
has been informed about the
landing in three approa-
ches,” the sources said.

Considering the sensitivi-
ty of the landing call, fire ten-
ders were asked to remain on
standby.

Attempts were made to
contact the airline, as to
why the aircraft failed to
land on the second approach.
However, no response was
received.
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