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23 dead in Thailand floods;
B.mgl\nlq. ;urportm Lham

A flooded street in Bangkok, which has been swamped by
around 320 mm of rain within three days PHOTO: ARMPTI

The death toll from rains and flooding in Thailand has risen
to 23, authorities said on Tuesday, as waters receded from the
hard-hitcapital Bangkok, where its main airport operated in
chaos, and the government approved a multi-million aid
package. Bangkok was swamped by around 320 mmof rain
within three days last week. nearly as much as the sprawling
low-lying metropolis usually gets in the whole of September.
Acrossthe country, at least 23 people have died since Sepie-
mber 16, including 4 in Bangkok, according tothe Interior
Ministry. Although Bangkok's main airports kept running,
chaos ensued at Suvarnabhumi Airport, the country’s largest,
where Thal Alrways said its operations were crippled by half
of its personne] being unable to come to work. REUTERS
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No laser lights
around aimrt

Mumbak Mumbai police has
issued an order prohibiting
the use of paragliders, flving
balloons, high-riser crackers,
light-emitting objects, kites
and laser light beams in the
free flight zone surmounding
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Alrport, Juhu
Aerodrome as well as naval air
station INS Shikra, an official
said on Monday.

The order issued by Deputy
Commissioner of Police
{Operations) Akbar Pathan
aims to ensure aircraft safety
during landing take-off, and
flight operations, he added.

Reports were received
regarding laser light beams
being fashed directly at land-
ing aircraft in the approach
path, alongside objects being
flown into the airspace, posing
significant dangers to oper-
ational safety, he said.

The temporary ban will
come into foree from October
1 and remain in effect for 60
days through November 29,
unless withdrawn earlier. Any
person violating the order will
face prosecution, the official
added. -PT1
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Customs intercepts three with drones,
parts worth ¥1.03 crore at IGI Airport

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

Customs officers at IGl Airport
have booked three Indian
passengers for smuggling
drones and drone parts
worth 21,03,55,900, after inter-
cepting them at Terminal-3
following their arrival from
Hong Kong via Vietnam on
September 25, 2026.

The passengers arrived on
Flight No VN593 dated
September 25, 2026 from
Hong Kong to Vietnam, and
Flight No VWN981 dated
September 25, 2026 from
Vietnam to Delhi. During
customs proceedings, the pas-
sengers were intercepted and
subjected to a baggage search.

The search led to recovery
of ten Autel Robotics MDX-1
drones, eleven remote con-
trollers for Autel Robotics
MDX-1 drones, ten AC/DC
adaptors, ten USB chargers,
twenty data cables, ten
remote controller lanyards,

—

sixty propellers, ten gimbals
with payload cameras,
twenty remote controller
antennas, ten power cables
for Autel Robotics MDX-1
drones, ten remote controller
stands, forty remote con-
troller joysticks, one Autel
ESC PCBA used, four plastic
arms, and one used iPhone 18
Pro Max with 512 GB storage.

A chartered engineer
called upon by customs offi-
cers reported that the drones

are professional grade, fitted
with thermal imaging and
laser range-finder capabili-
ties, classifying them as mil-
itary or defence-grade
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles
that require mandatory
DGCA registration for each
drone. The total market
value of the recovered items
was assessed at 71,03,55,900.

The recovered drones,
parts and the iPhone were
seized under Section 110(1) of

the Customs Act, 1962, in the
presence of independent wit-
nesses, vide detention
receipts numbered 67050
dated September 26, 2026,
67051 dated September 26,
2026, 67052 dated September
26, 2026 and 67053 dated
September 26, 2026.
According to customs offi-
cials, the passenger stated
that the drones and parts
had been brought by him
from Hong Kong for one of
his friends, who is the real
owner of the goods, and
that he had intentionally
smuggled the drones into
India without declaring
them before customs
authorities and without
payment of applicable
customs duty. Further inves-
tigation into the matter is
under process, according to
a press release issued by
Shankar Prasad Sarma,
Additional Commissioner of
Customs, 1Gl Airport, New
Delhi, on September 27, 2026.
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Drones and their parts
worth Z1cr seized at |Gl

New Delhi: Three Indian passengers have be-
en charged for attempting to smuggle drones
and their parts worth Bs1crore. These passeng-
ers had arrived at IG] Afrport on Sept 25 from
Hong Kong via Vietnam.

During Customs proceedings, the passengers
were subjected to a baggage search, which resul-
ted in the recovery of 10 autel robotics mdx-1 dro-
nes, 1 remote controllers of antel robotics mdx-1
drones, 10 adaptors, 10 USE chargers, 20 data cab-
les, 40 remote controller joysticks and other parts.
They alsorecovered one iPhone 18 ProMax SE2CGH.

“Chartered engineer informed Customs of-
ficials that theseare professional-grade drones
with thermal imaging and laser range-finder
and are military/defence grade UAV. They also
require mandatory DGCA registration for
eachdrone...” said a Customs official.

The passengers told officials that the items we-
Te broaght for a friend who owns them. “One pas-
semgor also stated that he intentionally smuggled
these drones into India withont declaration to the
Customsanthorities and without paymentof app-
Ticable Customs dufy " said theofficial. e
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10 military-grade drones seized at IGIA

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, SEPT. 29

Three Indian passengers
were intercepted at Delhi
airport with 10 profes-
sional-grade drones
equipped with thermal
imaging and laser range
fNinders, described as mil-
itarv-grade unmanned
aerial vehicles.

The drones, valued at
over 71.03 crore, were
recoversd from the pas-

sengers who had arrived
at Terminal-3 from Hong
Kong through Vietnam
on September 25. They
were Inturmi:lml while
crossing the green chan-
nel, based on intelligence
developed by customs
officers.

A detailed examination
of the baggage led to the

recovery of 10 drones
along with complete
accessories, including

controllers, gimbals with

» THE DRONES, valued
at over 21.03 crore,
were recovered from
the passe dqers who
had arrived from Hong
Kong through Vietnam
on September 25

cameras, cables,
pellers and joystic ks.
Officials said that a
Chartered Engineer's
assessment  confirmed
that the drones were pro-

pro-

fessional-grade and
equipped with thermal
imaging and laser range
finders. They were
assessed as military- or
defence-grade UAVs
requiring mandatory
reglstration with the
Directorate General of
Civil Aviation. The pas-
sengers were apprehend.
el and the goods seized
under the Customs Act,
1962. Further investiga-
tion is underway.
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THE COMPASS

Higher fuel costs for IndiGo may keep profits under pressure

DEVANGSHU DATTA

Warren Buffett had once pointed
out that aviation is a inancially
unstable cyclical business.

It requires huge capital invest-
ments, and operational costs
depend to a large extent on the
volatility of fuel prices.

The recent past has seen air-
lines struggling to cope with rising
fuel eosts, and the demand for
sears has also been affected by
geopolitical tensions and slowing
economic activity.

This has led to pressure on rev-
enues and expenditures.

Mevertheless, InterGlobe Avi-
ation (aka IndiGo) is viewed bul-
lishly by many analysts.

The argument ks that gains in
market share, and cost control has
driven itto dominance in the
world’s third-largest aviation
market. It has a long growth
runway since India is under-pen-
etrated and IndiGois gaining
global market share.

As disposable incomes rise,
and schemes like UDAN Improve
connectivity further, IndiGo could
see a path to greater profitability.

The long-term growth drivers
include Aeer expansion, Interna-
tional network surge, astrong
balance sheet with ¥52 900 crore
cash, and investments in

maintenance repair and
overhaul (MRO).

IndiGo reported a fair FY26
and a weak Q1FY27 as higher fuel
prices and lower aireraft utilisa-
tion offset price hikes.

Operating and net profit
remained under pressure, The
management gulded for over 35
percent year-on-year (¥Y-o-Y) pas-
senger revenues per seat kilo-
meire (PRASK) growth in QaFY 27
despite low capacity growth.

There are concerns about an
alrport operator's potential entry
into alrline operations but that
faces serious regulatory hurdles. Ic
would breach global norms given
the obvious conflict of interest.

Fuel costs are high and will
remain high and volatile until the
Iran war sees a resolution.

Domestic aviation turbine
fuel (ATF) price hikes were tem-
porarily capped by oll marketing
companies {OMCs) until
early June.

Fuel costfavailable seat km
(ASK) in Q1FY 27 rose 81 per cent -
o-Y and 63 per cent quarter-on-
quarter ((Q-o-0) o T2.40.

Fuel expenses amounted to
44.1 per cent of revenue (30 per
cent in FY'26 and 32.4 percent in
F¥25). The management is pre-
parad to offset higher costs
through pricing and fuel sue-
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charges but margin recovery may
depend on supply normalisation.

If IndiGo maintains pricing,
and there is a reduction of fuel
prices tobelow 35 per cent of rev-
enues, there would be substantial
margin expansion.

The management believes the
recent price hikes may be struc-
tural, ratherthan cyclical. A post-
Covld price expansion in FY22 and
F¥23 was sustained through
FY24-F¥25. The management
expects the current pricing to be
sustainable even with fuel price
normalisation, due to resilient
demand.

Given good load factors, and
puidance of PRASK growth being

achieved, Q2FY27 could be strong.
IndiGo has a dominant market
share of 65 per cent (July 2026).
The second-largest operator Air
Indiahas 26.7 per cent. Moreover,
Alr India’s poor financial perform-
ance could place constraints on its
ability to remain competitive.

IndiGo is opting for higher fleet
ownership (as opposed toleasing),
investmenis in engines and inter-
national expansion.

It is targeting 40 per cent inter-
national capacity by 2030, Indiais
an underpenetrated outbound
market, with passport penetration
of around 9 per cent.

Given rising middle-class
incomes and a large growing dias-
pora, there’s anupside. IndiGo has
the domestic network to capture
overseas traffic from Tier-11 and IT1
cities, as well as best-in-class cost
structure.

1t can offer competitive fares,
and the fleet pipeline of over 900
aircrafi leaves it in a good position
to capture future global traffic.

In July, IndiGo signed an
agreement with CEM Interna-
tional (a joint venture between
GE Aerospace and Safran) to pro-
cure 1,000 LEAP 1A engines for its
fleet of 510 Airbus Aponeo-
aircraft, alongside long-term
MRO support.

This could provide a big com-

petitive advantage enabling
future growth.

The strategic shift from leasing
to owning is more nuanced.
Increasing ownership from 22 per
cent currently to 40 per cent by
F¥30 (via its GIFT City leasing
platform) may reduce recurring
lease costs and forex exposures.
The Bengaluru MRO facility is in-
house, which will reduce costs
and improve resilience.

IndiGo generates high free
cash flow and on a cumulative
basis. This amounted to £42.400
crore (net of lease repayments)
over the last five years.

Lt reported forex losses, which
come from marking up forex-
denominated lease liabilities
rather than Instant cash outflow.

Raising fleet ownership, rejig-
ging treasury operations to
increase hedge coverage from 15
percent to 33 per cent and localis-
ing MREO {which is another source
of forex outgo) would reduce
exposure to forex volatility.

The investment narrative
seems convinclng enough and the
airline seems to be doing the right
things. But investors will need o
wait on geopolitics because high
fuel costs remain a drag on profits.

Thewriter is a New Delhi-based
independent journalist
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INDIGO FLIGHT
SUFFERS
TAIL STRIKE

Mumbai, Sept. 27: A
Bengaluru-bound IndiGo
flight from Guwahati suffered
a tail strike during a second
landing attempt at the
Bengaluru airport on Sunday,
sources said.

IndiGo said in a statement
that its aircraft operating its
Guwahati-Bengaluru flight
experienced “abnormal run-
way contact” while landing
during gusty weather at the
Kempegowda International
Airport.

All customers and crew are

safe and have disembarked
safely, the statement said.
The IndiGo A321 aircraft faced
a string of tall strikes at dif
ferent airports in the country
in the past as well, “The air-
craft is undergoing mainte-
nance checks. It will resume
operations after securing nec-
essary clearances,” the airline
said in the statement.
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Air India to resume Delhi-Tel Aviv direct flights from Dec I; five flights a week

MUMBAI, PTI: Israel Ministry
of Tourism on Monday said
that Air India will resume its
direct flights between Delhi
and Tel Aviv from December
1,2026, restoring a keyairlink
between Indiaand Israel.
AirIndiawill be the onlyair-
lineoperating non-stop flights
between the two countries,
with five weekly flights sched-

uled from Sunday through
Thursday aboard Boeing 777
aircraft, the Israel Ministry of
Tourism said in a statement.
The resumption of Air In-
dia’s flights on December 1 is
expected to provide further
momentum to tourism ties
between India and Israel and
make the destination more
accessible to new segments of

Indian travellers.

“The return of Air India’s
direct flights is an important
development for tourism be-
tween Indiaand Israel. For In-
diantravellers, the restoration
of a regular non-stop connec-
tion makes the journey more
convenient and gives them
greater flexibility when plan-
ning a visit to Israel,” Israel

Ministry of Tourism, India,
Consul for Tourism Affairs
Galit Hoffman said.

She said India remains an
important market for Israel,
and direet air connectivity
has a significant role to play
in supporting the growth of
travel between our two coun-
tries.

“Wewould like more Indian

travellers todiscover the many
different sides of Israel, be-
yond its longstanding appeal
for pilgrimage and spiritual
travel... The return of the Del-
hi route gives us an important
opportunity to build greater
awareness of this diversity
and encourage more Indian
travellersto experience Israel
in different ways," she added.
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Air India CEO-designate sets out
safety, profitability priorities

BENGALURU, DHNS: Air In-
dia CEO-designate Tewolde
Gebremariam has put safety,
operational reliability and
profitability at the centre of
the flag carrier’s next phase
of transformation, outlin-
ing his priorities in his first
company-wide townhall with
employees.

Tewolde, who will assume
theroleafterreceiving all nec-
essary regulatory approvals,
also expressed con-
fidence in Air India’s
long-term prospects,
citing India’s econom-
ic growth, favourable
demographics, geo-
graphic position and
large global diaspora

for the airline.

Addressing more than
24,000 employees world-
wide, Tewolde thanked them
for their contribution to Air
India’s transformation over
the past four years, including
themergerand integration of
Air India and Vistara.

“Overthe past four years, a
greatdeal has beenachieved.
At the same time, there re-
mains significant opportuni-
ty ahead of us. That is what
makes this an exciting mo-
ment for Air India and for all
ofus,” he said.

Safety, he said, would re-

H r‘l'

4b

Tewolde
as key opportunities Gebremariam transparently when

main the airline’s foremost
priority. “Everything we
do must be safe. Safety is a
shared responsibility, and
every Air Indian has a role
to play,” Tewolde said, call-
ing for a stronger culture of
reporting and encouraging
employees to raise concerns
without hesitation.

Key focus
Operational reliability was
identified as another
| key focus, with Tewol-
de saying customers
should be able to trust
] ‘Fr Air India to operate
flights on time, deliv-
er baggage reliably
and communicate

disruptions occur.

On profitability, he said
the airline needed toimprove
both revenue and cost-perfor-
mance.

“We must improve both
revenue and cost-perfor-
mance,” he said, pointing
to opportunities across the
international network, com-
mercial activities and cargo
business.

Tewaolde also stressed that
cost discipline should extend
across the organisation, say-
ing every employee could
contribute to savings and op-
erarional efficiencies.
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Air India’s 710,000cr Fundraise
Plan Draws Cashflow Concerns

Private lenders seek clarity on liquidity despite airline’s AAA credit rating

Sangita Mehta & Kala Vijayraghavan

Mumbai: Air India is seeking about
710,000 crore in fresh loans from banks to
fund fleet expansion, aircraft refurbish-
ment and operating expenses, even as so-
me lenders are reluctant to extend new
credittotheloss-makingairline due toli-
mited visibility on its cash flows, people
familiar with the matter said.

The hesitation comes despite the Tata
Group-promoted airline’s AAA credit
rating.

Some private sector banks have sought
greater clarity on Air India’s cash flows
and turnaround plans before extending
new loans, the people cited above said.
State-owned banks are, however, willing
torenew existing creditlines because of
their relationship with the Tata Group
and AirIndia’shighcredit scorethat sig-
nalslowestrisk, they added.

Tata Group declined to comment. A se-
nior group official said the conglomera-
te has never faced difficulty raising
funds for any of its companies, inclu-
ding Air India, because of the strength
of the Tata brand.

An official close to the matter said, “All
new businesses, especially aviation, ha-
ve a gestation period to become profitab-
leandare notinany unusualsituationre-
garding profitability. There are ongoing
discussions on lending rates and the air-
line has already secured a sizeable loan
fromaleadingbank.”

Air India’s consolidated loss more than
doubled to 22,238 crore in the financial
year ended March 2026 from 10,858 crore
a year earlier The deterioration was
partly due to foreign-exchange losses,

Air India at a Glance
74.9% ~25.1%
Tata Sons Singapore
holds Airlines

holds

The airline has outstanding
debt facilities of nearly
740,000 crore. State Bank of
India is its largest lender,
followed by Bank of Baroda
and Punjab National Bank

which rose to 7,388 crore in FY26 from
71,545 crore in FY25.

One source of comfort for lenders is an
assurance that Tata Sons will continue to
hold at least a 51% stake in the airline. Ho-
wever, lenders are worried that loan repa-
yment could depend on continued equity
infusions by the promoter. Tata Sonsowns
74.9% of AirIndia, while Singapore Airli-
nes holds theremaining 25.1%.

In June, the Tata Sons board approved a
fresh capital infusion of more than

TataSons  consolidated loss
committed &cr)
to hold
at least
51% 10,858

FY25

%10,000 crore into Air India, its largest in-
vestment in the airline since committing
%18,000 crore to acquire the company in
2021. Lenders are also seeking greater
clarity on the continuation of N Chand-
rasekaran as the chairman of Tata Sons.
Chandrasekaran is also the chairman of
AirIndia’s board.

The airline has outstanding debt facili-
ties of nearly 740,000 crore. State Bank of
India is its largest lender, followed by
Bank of Baroda and Punjab National
Bank, according to disclosures by rating
agency Crisil at the end of May.

Air India is of strategic importance to
the Tata Group. The airline was acquired
from the government through the gro-
up’s wholly owned subsidiary Talace Pvt
Ltd as part of the government’s disin-
vestment programme. The acquisition
has made the Tata Group India’s second-
largest aviation playver after IndiGo.
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i Lufthansa Expects a
Challenging 2027

Deutsche Lufthanss AG
a CEQ Carstan spant pre-
g dicted another vear of

financial and operational
challenges ranging framuncertain
dircraflceliveriestohigh cil prices
and costpressure at harme Chat will
forcethealrline tosharoen effl-
ciencies, spehrsingled out the long:
overduedelivery of the Boeing Co.
T model, forwhich Lufthansais
the launch custamer. Bloomberg
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Airline fleet boom fuels retrofit demand

AKBAR MERCHAMT
Humbai, September 2

R PID EXPANSIONOF India’s
aifline fleets is driving demand
for airoaft modifications,
retrofit solutlons and enpgi-
NECTINE SCIVICES, A% CATTICTS
look tooustom ise and upgrade
aircm it after delivery, acoord
ing o Ireland-based Eirtech
Aviation Serdoes

*The numberofaircmfton
order and being delivered in
India on a monthly basis is
ahead of almost anywhere
else in the world,” said
Michael Sattler, president,

Eirtech Aviation Services.,
The opportunity cxtends
beyond atrerall manu fact uren
and component suppliers
o companies  that
rh:ign.rr"rnr!.rnnﬂli.n
SOIE CASES, MATL
facture parts and
kits for post-deliv
n'_!.'mn'hh.—.-\tu'm-:.
Unlike  tradi
thonal makitenance,
repair and  owerhawl
(MRO) compandes phginecnng
firms such as Eirtech typically
do not physica By work on the
mmraft themsehves, They
design and certfy modifica-

tionsand provide the BT
ing documentation and
approved data required for
mstallation, whilie the phys
leal work is carried out

by .1|F|'\-rrrwﬂ.'l.'|l-l.t]l.
Eirtech, which
works with major
flagpcarders and low
cost arbines - lndia,
said ithas seon strong
demand for Hvery ser-
vices, coclpit power sys
temns and Pectronic Flight Bag
(EFB} solutions. lts engineers
wark with airlines to dev elop
designs and documentation
that can then be Implemented

Ly MR Osor aleerafi paing shops,

"Thedesign engmecrswork
veryclosslywith our lndian cus-
tomers. We take the initial con
cept, develop thedrawing s and
then prepare the engineering
dooumen tation required forithe
MR nri'q'u'.f sh op tna FF'I'}' the
design to the alrcraft” said
Anth oy Hr'!}:,l; vige-pre sident,
sales, BtechAviation Services.

Elrtech & also see ng
demand for cockpit EFB
mounts and power solutions
as pilots inaeasingly rely on
electronic devices instead ol
trad itional paper-based nad
gation materials.
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Alincoming CEO to reward

staff for cost-saving ideas

Incoming Air India Chief
Executive Officer Tewolde
Gebremariam plans to intro-
duce programmes that reward
employees for ideas that
deliver measurable cost sav-
ings and improve operational
efficlency, as the Tata Group-
owned airline seeks to
strengthen its financial per-
formance while sharpening its
focus on safety and operational
religbility.

Gebremariam, who will
take charge after receiving
requisite security clearances,
said at a towphall with
emplovees on Monday that
cost discipline must become
part of Air India’s culture.

He also identified sustain-
able profitability, safety and

-~
aperational reliability as key
priorities for the airline. "Cost
management is not just the
responsibility of leadership or
the finance function. Every
employee can contribute to
savings, and those savings add
up across an organisation of
our scale,” he said.

Seeking to send out a posi-
tive message to employees, he
said, "wherever you are in the
organisation, vou will be
empowered to make decisions
that help our customers and
supporied in delivering the
right outcomes”, -PT1
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Boeing 737 MAX software issue poses
no safety risk to operations: Akasa Air

Alkasa Air on Monday said itis
closely eoordinating with air-
craft manufacturer Boeing
regarding a software issue
identified in certain Boeing 737
MAX jets, while maintaining
that the glitch has no impact
on the safety of its operations.

The airline's statement
came after Boeing disdosed
that pilots could, under a spe-
cific landing scenario, lose

access to automated flight gui-
dance due to a software issue.

Boeing has already
informed all 737 operators
about the matter and is work-
ing on a software updam o
permanently fix the problem.

Responding to concerns
over the issue, Akasa Air said
its aircraft continue to operate
safely and in compliance with
all regulatory requirements.

"We are cosely coordinat-
ing with Boeing and can con-
firm that there is no impadt to
the safety of Akasa Air oper-
ations Our aireraft continue to
operaie safely in accordance
with established procedures
and applicable regulatory
requirements. The safety of
our passengers and crew
remains our highest priority,”
the airdine said in a statement.
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BENGALURU
2 passengers
held with ganja
at KIA

Two passengers who arrived
from Bangkok at Kempegowda
International Airport here were
arrested for concealing hydro-
ponic ganja, valued at Rs 6.33
crore, officials seidon Monday

The incident occurred on
September 26, they said

According to officials, the
first passenger was intercept-
ed after it was discovered that
he had concealed 312 kg of
hydroponic ganja valued at Rs
1.09 crore in checked-in bag-
gage.

In the case of the second
passenger, 14.97 kg of hydro-
ponic ganja, valued at Rs 5.24
crore, concealed in checked-in
baggage was seized,

Both the passengers were
arrested under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Sub-
stances (NDPS) Act.

Ina series of posts on "X,
the Bengaluru Customs also
shared details about recent
seizures it made in connection
with gold and ganja smuggling
On September 24, a passenger
who arrived from Bangkok was
held after 12 kg of hydroponic
ganja, valued at Rs 4.20 crore
was seized. On the same day,
6.54 kg of hydroponic ganja,
valued at Rs 2 29 crore, was
seized from another passenger
who also arrived from Bangkok

On September 23, a passen-
ger who arrived from Colombo
was intercepted at the airport
here for allegedly attempting
to smuggle 823 grams of gold.
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{ XINJIANG OPTION }

India explores China route
to bypass Pak airspace ban

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: India is exploring an
alternative air route over China's
Xinjiang to reduce the impact of
the continued closure of Pakistani
airspace, civil aviation minister
Ram Mohan Naidu said on Tues-
day.

Hewas speaking at the curtain-
raiser for Routes Asia 2027, the
route development event for the
Asia Pacific, which India will host
next March.

“We are looking at other alter-
natives. Discussions on the Hotan
route are going on between the
twio countries. Our external affairs
ministry is engaging with their
country [Chinal... let us see how it
goes, but we are trying alterna-
tives,” Naidu said.

Naidu did not indicate a time-
line for the route's opening, nor
did he suggest that an agreement
had been reached with China.

Pakistan closed its airspace to
Indian airlines after the
terror attack in April 2025, and its
latest notice extends the closure to
October 24. Since then, Indian air-
lines flying to Europe and North
America from northern and west-
ern India have had to detour over
the Arabian Sea towards Muscat.
The detour adds between 45 min-
utes and two hours of flying time,
and has driven up fuel burn and
operating costs on several sectors.

“All Indian carriers from the

How closures hurt Indian airlines

Two flights on same route shows India's IndiGo flying an
extra 1 hour 40 minutes because of the detour it has to take

avoid Pakistani airspace

north and north west are follow-
ing the L639 route to avoid the

Pakistan airspace.. which
increases their flying time by 2
hours,” a person aware of the mat-
ter said. L639 is one of the desig-
nated airways that carry the
detour over the Arabian Sea.
The Delhi-Istanbul sector

INDIGO FLIGHT 6ET

shows how arduous the detour is.
IndiGo's 6E-11 is scheduled to take
8 hours 39 minutes, according to
flight-tracking data. Turkish Air-
lines' TK717, which is not covered
by the Pakistani ban, is scheduled
at 6 hours 45 minutes, almost two
hours less.

Naidu said the proposed corri-

dor over Hotan, in southwestern
Xinjiang, would offer a signifi-
cantly shorter route.

It the discussions pan out,
Indian airlines flying from Delhi
and Mumbai would head towards
Leh, enter Chinese airspace near
Hotan, turn towards Kyrgyzstan,
and then connect to existing
routes to Europe, the UK and
North America. “The route may
lead to significant savings for des-
tinations like Georgia, Baku, Cen-
tral Asia, and northern Europe,”
the second person said.

The corridor would also take
Indian aircratt into difficult and
sensitive airspace. Reuters
reported in November 2025 that
the airspace falls within the Chi-
nese People’s Liberation Army's
Western Theatre Command,
whose responsibilities include
responding to any conflict with
India. The region is ringed by
mountains as high as 20,000 feet
(6,100m). International airlines
generally avoid it, the report said,
because an aircraft that loses
cabin pressure must descend
quickly to lower altitude, and
there are few emergency airports
to divert to. No non-Chinese air-
line had used Hotan airport in the
previous 12 months, according to
the report.

The detour has proved particu-
larly costly for Air India, which
relies heavily on western long-
haul routes out of its Delhi and
Mumbai hubs.
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Tewolde’s flight plan: cost saving,
deeper AI-Al Express synergies

Jagriti Chandra

NEW DELHI

Cost cutting and deeper in-
tegration between Air In-
dia (Al) and low-cost arm
Air India Express (Al Ex-
press) will be at the centre
of CEO-designate Tewolde
Gebremariam's  agenda,
with the new Al chief call-
ing for shared services,
greater asset utilisation
and organisation-wide fo-
cus on cutting duplication
and improving efficiency.
In his first town hall
with staff, Mr. Gebrema-
riam said AI and AI Ex-
press should operate as
‘multiple brands with a sin-
gle unit of production,
with the two airlines re-
taining distinct customer-
facing identities while
sharing resources wherev-

Tewolde Gebremariam

er possible, sources said.
While AI will continue
as a full-service carrier and
Al Express as low-cost car-
rier, he said customer-fac-
ing functions would re-
main distinct while areas
such as IT, HRD, finance
and engineering could be
streamlined and shared.
“The objective would be
to reduce costs and streng-

then the airlines’ competi-
tiveness,” he said.
Whether the two air-
lines ultimately operate
with one Air Operator Cer-
tificate (AOC) or retain two
was “secondary” to achiev-
ing operational synergies.
“Cost saving is top on
the agenda,” he said, urg-
ing staff to identify and
propose cost-saving oppor-
tunities and help build a
stronger culture of cost
consciousness.

‘No burning cash’
He also linked cost agenda
with the wider financial
challenge, saying, “We
cannot continue to lose
money. We cannot conti-
nue to burn cash.”

On revenue, he called
for an urgent improvement
in revenue/available seat

kilometre (RASK) and grea-
ter use of cargo as a reve-
nue stream, saying Al was
losing to foreign freighters.

Safety and reliability,
meanwhile, stay core
priorities, with Mr. Gebre-
mariam calling for consis-
tent operational perfor-
mance, including clean
and safe aircraft, on-time
departures and arrivals,
baggage travelling with
passengers and better dis-
ruption recovery.

He also described
growth as ‘the oxygen of
business’ while stressing it
must be profitable and sus-
tainable. The CEO further
called for a “One Air India”
approach, a leaner and
flatter organisation, fewer
silos and reviews of out-
sourcing, IT systems and
internal processes.
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New Airbus freighter takes flight

TR

leagbackiplvemint com

irbus SE {lew its new
ASS0 freighter for the
first time on Tuesday

MAOrming, an ireporiant mile-
stome in the European plane-
maker soguest fo gaina bigeer
slice of the prowing cargo
business long dominated by
Boring Co.

Faintex] imva cardboard bedge
toresrmble a package, the air
critft took off from Airbus's
Toulouse Brcility in southern
France, where the company is
basend. The A3 revighter was
originally supposed to enter
operations in 2025, but supply
chain consirainis caused
reperted delays, The aircraft is
now due (o start commercial
servioe with customesrs in the
second hilfof next vear,

The freaghter is banilt using
the platform of Arhus' biggest
aireraft in production, the

mrhus 5 A3 5D°F Takes nﬁ at tﬁe beglnmng ofa rour hcur malden
flight from Toulouwse in France on Tuesday. nEutERs

A350-1000. It's specifically
bailt asa freighter rmther than
mamny cargo-carrying models
that hinve been converted from
passenzer aircrf.

The plane is set to compete
with Boeing's 777 and 747,
which account for the bulk
slobal carro operations. Airbus
has received more than 1040
orders forthe aircradt. inched

ing 20 from Atlas Air, one of
the biggest air freight opera-
tors in the world and previ
ously a lowal Bocing customer,
Heeent peopolitical woes
have created an uptick in
demuand for transporting cargo
by adr tovavoid risky waters like
the strait of Hormue: and the
Red Sea, where ships have
besen dedaved ordamaged.
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India seeks China air route
amid Pakistan airspace ban

Discussions are underway to secure access to Chinese airspace near Hotan

arfidvemint com
HEW DELH

mifli is urmdng fo Ching far analiermative
aircormidior to Evrope and Norith America
amit] Pakistan's closiire of il% airspace lo
i carriers for Uhe past 15 months.
Uivil aviation minister Rinjarapu Ram
Tollinhean Mich oo Tess oy sericd Cht digdomatic-
o] dlisnmsionis e nmderway o seviare aooess
Nox Chinese sirspace oear Holan in Xinjiang
province
“Weare exploring allernate air apaces and
Huolan is under discussion,™ ¥ailu sl on e
sidelines of 3 mindsiny event in New Delld.
“Digdomatic-level discussions ane underway.
W are magly pishing for Hotan.™
Unicher e broad nm!hlg:hr.i.uguumldl.ﬂﬂl.
widle-lunly adreraft coudd fy from mortlem
lambin towands Lely, enter Clhiines: ArspEce,
oniess ot area and then nrn west lowands
Ceitral Asia, before joining the scliedubed
ruositles o Enrape, the UK and North America.
Thedlisusedonsat the extermal ol mings-
1y bevel have been underway Forabuoi 2 yer,
N sail
Pakistan first bnposed the restriction on
Il maircrall in Apeil 2025 lollowing Opec-
tion Simdoor earlier thal month, and has siwee
extendled i repeatedly. The lates Paldstai
NOTAM Naodice o Adrmen or Nobboe o Adr
Misesicunesh boepe its sfrspone inavvailalsbe i Lndi-
an-regisered arerall and aineraft ownssd opes-

atie] car e Uy Bl i finesss 1l 246 Chetir-
e 2OENG.

For Imalian carriers, Uhae closapre has meamnt
longser roistings for several imlemational serd-
cess, peirticularly those connecting northern
aclia witls Eurogee and North Amerca Flight
Limmees Dervis nweresseed by aboul 45 mimtes 0.2
lonsrs, depending on s route.

Thue aaklitinmal iy has residied i highier
T consumption, lemger airerall ol Bation

il b el operating costs amid elevatind
juet- sl prices

Vsing Holtan Prefeciore as an allornative
roube for Aights to the US and Europse could
el s mme oot sarvings, bt in may el Tidby off-
sl the benelits of Palistani airspace.” said
Mark Martinof Martin Consislting, anavistion
safety firm

Fuir ap ettermebed wviour of W oy, g do ive-
mind oo
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HOTAN ROUTE MAY OFFER INDIA SHORTER PATH TO EUROPE, US
India explores China route to bypass Pak airspace

MPOST BUREAU
New Defin, September 29

India is exploring a new air
corridor through China's
Xinjiang region to shorten
flights to Europe, the UK
and North America as
Pakistan’s continued clo-
sure of its airspace forces
Indian carriers to take
costly detours, Civil Avia-
tion Minister Ram Mohan

Maidu said on Tuesday.
The proposed route, being
discussed between Indian
and Chinese officials for
more than a year, would
pass near Hotan in south-
western Xinjiang, but no
agreement or timeline for
opening the corridor has
been reached.

Indian airlines have
been barred from using
Pakistani airspace since

April 2025, after the Pahal-
gam terror attack. Carri-
ers operating westbound
flights from Delhi, Mumbai
and other parts of north-
ern and western India have
since diverted routes over
the Arabian Sea towards
Muscat. The diversion has
added up to two hours of
flying time on some sec-
tors, increasing fuel con-
sumption, crew costs

and other operational
EXpenses.

“We are looking at other
alternatives. Discussion on
the Hotan route is going
on between the two coun-
tries. Our external affairs
ministry (MEA) is engaging
with their country... let us
see how it goes, but we are
trying alternatives,” Naidu
told reporters.

Ifapproved, flights from

Delhi and Mumbai could
travel towards Leh, enter
Chinese airspace near
Hotan, continue towards
Kyrgyzstan and then join
existing routes to west-
ern destinations. A person
familiar with the matter
said Indian carriers were
currently using the L639
route to avoid Pakistan,
adding about two hours to
some flights. CONTINUED ON P8

China route

Another person said a Hotan
route could reduce costs on ser-
vices to Georgia, Bakn, Central
Asia and northern Europe.

The prolonged restrictions
have weighed particularly heav-
ily on Air India’s long-haul oper-
ations. Former Air India CED
Campbell Wilson estimated in
2025 that the airline could lose
about Rs 4,000 crore because
of the closure, while the car-
rier had separately estimated
a potential 12-month impact of
around $600 million.

The discussions come as
India-China air connectivity
gradually resumes. China South-
ern Airlines restarted Guang-
zhou-New Delhi fights this
month, while IndiGo and Air
India have also restored direct
services to China.

External Affairs Minister §
Jaishankar said on Monday that
India-China ties were in a better
position than in 2025, describing
the change as a recovery from a
relationship that had gone “so
much offtrack”.

In a separate incident, Paki-
stan has blocked its airspace to
a Russian flight carrying nuclear
fuel for Bangladesh's Rooppur
ninclear power plant.

At a time when Bangladesh
has sought to rebuild tes with
Pakistan, it has faced a reality
check. The first batch of nuclear
fuel for Unit-2 of Bangladesh's
first nuclear power plant was
scheduled to arrive on Septem-
ber 24.

The timing is significant as
Bangladesh is looking to begin
commercial operations at its first
nuclear power plant at the ear-
liest, as it faces its worst energy
crises in decades. Against this
backdrop, Pakistan’s denial of
airspace clearance is likely to
delay the delivery of nuclear
fuel and, potentially, affect the
plant’s operational timeline.
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India to host Routes Asia 2027 in March in Delhi

Routes Asia is set to be held from March 16-18, 2027 at Bharat Mandapam

OUR CORRESPONDENT
New Dells, September 29

Civil Aviation Minister Kin-
jarapu Rammohan Naidu
unveiled the curtain raiser
for Routes Asia 2027 in New
Delhi on Tuesday. Routes
Asia is set to be held from
March 16-18 next year at
Bharat Mandapam.

The 24th edition of this
global conference on avia-
tion is expected to gather
over 115 airlines, represen-
tatives from more than 55
countries, airports, tour-
ism boards, and other avia-
tion authorities. The event

attracted representatives
from 28 embassies. The
2027 edition will be held

under the theme “Bharat
Aviation Rising: Inclusive
Growth - Connecting Asia &

Beyond”, said the Minister.

India’s growing aviation
ecosystem offers an oppor-
tunity to expand, said min-
ister, while adding that it is
poised to witness more car-

_HIGHLIGHTS

. The24th edition of this

global conference is
expected to gather over 115
airtines, representatives
from over 55 countries

» India has over 166 airports
at present and will see the
emergence of another 100
in the next decade

riers and routes. India has
over 166 airports at pres-
ent and will see the emer-
gence of another 100 in the
next decade. The minister
also emphasized the need

to adopt a hub-and-spoke
mode] to connect more cit-
ies with new emerging mar-
kets and create business
opportunities for airlines,
boosting tourism.

India took over the
responsibility of hosting
Routes Asia from China
West Airport Group dur-
ing the closing ceremony
of Routes Asia 2026 in Xi'an
in April.

Samir Kumar Sinha, Givil
Aviation Secretary, spoke
about the power of avia-
tion to connect people,
create trade, and business
opportunities.
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India tries for China alternate air route

5 LALITHA @ MNew Dethi

INDIA is holding talks with
China to use its alrspace to ne-
gate the impact caused to the
country’s aviation sector due to
the closure of Pakistani air-
space for Indian carriers for
over 17 months.

A senior official told new-
spersons on Tuesday that the
possibility of flving above Ho-
tan in Xinjiang airspace in
MNorthwestern China was being
repeatedly explored by Indian
officials during the multiple
rounds of talks held with their
Chinese counterparts. The
talks have been carried out for
over a vear now through the
Ministry of External Affairs,
he added.

Parts of Xinjiang airspace
are controlled by the military,
which is proving to be difficult
to get clearance for. After the
Pahalgam terror attack on
April 2, Pakistan closed its air-
space to India for a one-month
period on April 24. India recip-
rocated in a similar fashion.
The ban has since then been ex-
tended by both countries every
month, with the latest ban in
place up to October 24

Flights operated by Indian

Improved India-China relations give hope

Ties have improved during the last year. After 5.5 years, the first flight
between India and China resumed operations on October 26, 2025.
Indigo presently operates three routes to China—Delhi to Guangzhou
{in Southern China), Kolkata to Guangzhou and Kolkata to Shanghai. Al
recommenced its flights from Delhi to Shanghai on February 1, 2026.

airlines to and from India, the
US and Canada need to take a

circuitous route, resulting in
increased travel time for the
public, excess fuel being spent
and the need to double the cock-
pit crew due to flight duty limi-
tations. Flights between India
and China came to a halt fol-
lowing the Galwan Valley clash
in June 2020, However, ties have
improved during the last vear.
After 5.5 years, the first flight
between India and China re-
sumed operations on October

26, 2025. Indigo presently oper-
ates three routes to China—
Delhi to Guangzhou (in South-
ern China), Kolkata to
Guangzhou and Kolkata to
Shanghai. Air India recom-
menced its flights from Delhi to
Shanghai on February 1, 2026.

China Southern Airlines be-
gan operations between
Guangzhou and Delhi a week
apo, while Air China resumed
flights between Beljing and
Delhi on April 21,

Ajr India has been impacted

HURDLE OR NOT

hina route: India seeks
access to Xinjiang
airspace to offset Pak ban

.BTalks ongoing: Officials
have repeatedly raised
use of the Hotan airspace
with China

Clearance hurdle:
Military control over parts
of Xinjiang makes
approval difficult

.ﬁtm impact: Longer
routes mean more fuel,
flight time and crew costs

enormously An airline source
told this newspaper last vear,
“We had requested the govern-
ment sometime ago to take ef-
forts to impress upon China to
permit the usage of a portion
of its military airspace in Xin-
jiang for Indian aircraft. The
ban on airspace by Pakistan
has forced us to use a circui-
tous route to reach the Western
nations, which has caused a
surge in operational costs, This
has taken a heavy financial toll
onus”.
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DELHI SEEKS
CHINA ROUTE
FOR FLIGHTS

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

India is exploring an aviation
corridor through China to
reduce the extra cost and
time airlines face because of
the ongoing closure of
Pakistani airspace, Civil
Aviation Minister Ram Mohan
Naidu said on Tuesday.

The proposed route would
pass through the Hotan area

Indira Gandhi International

Airport, Delhi. Representative
image WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

of southwestern Xinjiang. It
could provide Indian air-
lines with a shorter connec-
tion to destinations in
Europe, North America and
parts of Central Asia,

Naidu said India’s Union
Ministry of External Affairs
was engaged with Chinese
authorities on the issue, while
cautioning that discussions
were still underway.

CONTINUED ON »» P4

Delhi seeks China route
for flights

Under the proposed arrangement, flights depart-
ing from Delhi and Mumbai would travel towards
Leh before entering Chinese airspace near
Hotan. From there, aircraft will proceed towards
Kyrgyzstan and connect with established inter-
national routes serving Europe and North
America.

Indian carriers have been using longer routes
to avoid Pakistani airspace after its closure fol-
lowing the April 2025 Pahalgam terror attack. The
diversion has required flights from northern and
western India to travel south over the Arabian
Sea before reconnecting with their internation-
al routes. A person familiar with the matter said
airlines operating from the north and northwest
are taking the L639 route, flying via Bhopal and
Ahmedabad, crossing the Arabian Sea before
heading towards Oman, to bypass Pakistani air-
space, adding as much as two hours to some
flights. The longer routes have increased fuel con-
sumption and operating expenses for Indian car-
riers, with the impact particularly significant for
Air India because of its extensive long-haul
network from Delhi and Mumbai.

Campbell Wilson, Air India’s former chief exec-

30 SEPTEMBER 2026
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£ We mustimprove
both revenue and
cost performance...
initiatives are already
under discussion

Tewalde Gebremariam,
incoming Air India CEO
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Pak airspace closed,
India eyes China skies

In Talks With Beijing For Route To West: Mﬂg_tgt

Sammabh Sinka@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: India is trying to
work outa “Pakistan bypass”
with China for its domestic
airlines as the latest closure
since April 2005 has made ro-
utes between Delhi and West
unviable doe to longer deto-
urs amid soaring oil prices.
India is in talks with China to
miake the Hotan route in Xin-
jlangavailable to its airfines.

with Air India
and IndiGo do-
ing feasibility
studies.  Al's
Boeing  T77s,
B787s and Airbus AlSls can
take the route. IndiGo can do
soafterit starts petting ALS0s

under discussion. Diploma-
tic-level talks are underway
We are strongly pushing for
Hotan. We are asking Indian
airfines tolaunch more inter-
national flights from other
parts of India (where wes-
torn routes are not impacted
by Pak airspace closure) like
the south and improve con-
nectivity from there” avia-
Naidu said on the sidelines
of Routes Asia M7 Tuesday
India is keen ona Pakistan
bypass as international fravel
is growing at about 5% over
the past decade, while airli-
nes’ growth plans are hit by
the neighbour's airspace clo-
sures. Tobe sure, Indiaalsore-
ciprocally doses its afrspace
for Pak airlines but their ope-
rations aremainly tothe West.
Air India, which lost Rs
4000 crore doe to Pakistan
airspace closure in a year,
had made a presentation on
the Hotan waypoint route.
Some Al wide body air-
craft have additional oxygen
storage, allowing them more
time to step descend to 14,000
fieet and then 10,000 feet in ca-

FLYING OVER CHIMESE WALL?

India-China ties have improved
in last couple of years: EAM

New York: The ties between
India and China are “botter™
today than they were a couple
of years ago, external affairs
minister 8§ Jaishankar said,
underdining that as border is-
snes are resolved, the rela
tionshipretms tonormaley

He was responding
to a question on India-
China relations, which
have seen an upswing
inrecent times, inchad-
ing President X Jinp-
ing’s recent visit to In-
dia for the Brics Leaders
Summit hosted by New Delhi.

“IUf you asked me, com-
pared to where you were in
25, s therelationshipbetter
today? T would say yes. Com-
pared to A4, cven more so,"
Jaishankar said duringacon-

versation hosted at Asia So-
ciety on Monday He said it
wasnotsomucha“structural
change", but part of the rea-
son things had improved was
that “they had gone so muach
off-track that the moment you
stabilised it, it was going to
improve”. After the
2130 border standoff,
the relationship had

Following the
standoff, all *“normal
contacts” between the
nations had Thalted,
though “trade was contin-
ning”. Official exchanges, vi-
sa issnance and flights were
impacted. “So once the bor-
der standoff was resolved, it
was natural that this would
start to improve,” he said. rm

se of single engine failure or
cahin de-pressurisation whi-
le flying out of the region.
This is the second time in
five years that Air India has
found an alternate way aro-
und anairspaceclosure. Befio-
re Aug2i, Alflights nsed the
Pakistan-Afghanistan-Tork-
menistan/Uzbekistan route.
After Taliban took over Ka-
bul, Al took the longer route
via south Pakistan and then
Iran-Turkey In a few months,
Ajir India found a way out by
overflying the Hindu Knsh.
A plame gets lighter as it
burns fuel, allowing it to

ascend. A wide body taking
off from Delhi for Europe or
North Amwrica is tanked up
for the non-stop journey and
st overfly the Hindu Kush,
where minimum altitode is
30,000 fect. The tallest moun-
tain is 25 280-foot Terich Mir:
Air India finalised the
Hindu Eush route for the
B787  after one-and-a-half
maonths of simulator studies
as it could fly at abont 35 000
feet. For the heavier BT77, it
took under four months to fi-
naliseprocedures for overfly-
ing Hindukush and ensure it
alspmaintained 30,000 feet.
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Indiaeyes Chinacorridor i eyes China corridor.

tocounter Pakflightcurbs

UywaL Jararl

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 25
India is exploring the possi-
bality of securing access to
Chinese airspace over Xin-
Jlang for its airlines, a move
that could significantly
shorten  flight times to
Europe and North America
and save Indian carriers mil-
ions of dollars m fuel and
operating costs  currently
rcaused by Pakistan’s contin-
ued closure of its airs pace,

Government sources indi-
cated that discussions on alter-
native fhght paths have been
part of broader India-China
engagement as New Delhi
sedds to improve international
connectivity and support the
rapid expansion of its aviation
sector. Any  arangement
would require clearmances from
Chinese authorities, as parts of
the Xinjiang airspace reman
under military control,

The potential savings are
substantial. Air India has esti-
mated that access to a pmo-
posed route thmugh Hotan in
Xinjiang could reduce its Inss-

Talkson toutilise
Ninjiangairspace

es by about 8113 million a
week—equivalent to nearly
858 million a vear if sus
tained—while restonng up to
15 per cent of passenger and
cargo capacity cul on some
lonphaul mutes, according to
a Reuters report based an an
Air India doaiment,

The Delhi-New York route
llustrates the potential impact.
Air India operates the route
with its Airbus A350-300. The
airfine has reported that the
Pakistan airspace dosure has
mereased joumey times on
some Jonghaul routes by upto
thres hours and raised fuel
onsts by as much as 20 per cent,

An A350-900 bums about
5.8 tonmnes of fuel an hour in
long-haul opemtions. Thus,
if the Xinjiang comidor wern
to eliminate three hours of
additional flving, a single
Delhi-New York sector could
theoretically save about 17
tonnes of jet fuel.

CONTINUED ON PAGE B

At a plobal avermpe, jet-fuel
priceof about 5195 abamel that
represents  moughly $24.000-
25 000 sbout Bs 21 lakh)in fuel
dlone per one-way flight. Thisis
an flustmtive caleulation: the
actual saving would depend on
the final route, aircraft Toad,
winds, fuel prices and opera
tronal requirements.

Indian airlines, particular
Iy Air India, have been
among the worst affected by
Palkistan's refusal to reopen
its airspace to Indian carri-
ers. Flights to Europe, the
US and Canada have been
forced to take longer routes,
increasing fuel consump-
tion, crew costs and flight
times, Around 300 weekly
flights operated by Indian
carriers have been affected

by the closure, according to
multiple media reports.

As per sources, Afr India has
formally urpged the povern-
ment fo pursue discussions
with Benjing to allow use of the
Xinjiang corndor, arpuing that
acvess to the route could
restore competitiveness on ke
Iong-haiil sectors and improve
amcraft utilisation,

The proposed routing would
allow westbound flights from
India to travel via Leh, enter
Chinese airspace amuind Xin-
Jiang and then reconnect with
established routes  towards
Europe, the UK and North
Amerca. The povernment has
also been examining acress to
arparts surh as Hotan, Kash-
gar and Umnmgi for emer-
penry diversions,
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