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Over 300 Delhi schools/institutes,
several airports hit by bomb hoax

NEW DELHI, Sept 28:
More than 300 schools and
mstitutes in Delhi and sev-
eral airports received bomb
threats this morning, which
were later declared a hoax,
officials said.

The mails were sent by a
group ‘Terrorizerslll',
which had earlier also sent
such threatening communi-
cations.

The messages landed in

the inboxes at 6.08 am of
more than 300 e-mail ad-
dresses belonging to
schools and institutions in
Delhi. It was also sent to
Delhi Airport among other
airports in the country, a
police officer said.

The subject line of the e-
mail read — ‘Bombs placed
around your building, react
or face the disaster.’

An official of the Delhi Fire

Services said twoof the schools
which received the mails were
CRPF Public School in Dwar-
ka, and Sarvodaya Vidyalaya
near Qutub Minar

“Police teams, fire person-
nel and bomb disposal units
were promptly deployed to
the affected schools to carry
out a search operation prop-
erly. However, nothing sus-
picious was found,” the offi-
cial said. — PTI
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Bomb threat emails target IGI airport,
schools and institutions

TG HETWDRE

MNEW DELHE

Diedhi's Irdiru Gard hi International (1G1)
Airport. several schools, and other insti-
futrons reveived bomb threal emails on
Sunday, police said.

Aceordimg toDethi Police. “Bomiby threat
email has been sent to Delhi airport,
schools and several other institutions.
Investigation & being carried out,”

The emall daumed that bombs hail been
placed around school and airport admin:
istrationsand warned afa “hlood pool ™ if
authorities did nol acl within 24 hours.
The sender identified themsches as the
leader of a terrorist group called “termor-
izers 111" and described themselves in
threatening terms.

The mail said that hembs were placed
arvuad the adndmstration of schools amd
airpearts, and Chere were 24 hours to reac
or face the bood pool, police said.

Further probe is being conducted, they

Representational Image.

added. Bomb theeats hove been repeat -
edly reparted at educational nstitutions
i L iy in recent monihs,

About 8 days agn, several schools in D -
hi, inchading DPS Dwearka, Krish na Maod-
£l Public School, and Sarvodaya Vidyva-
laya, had also recetved bomb threats via
phone calls, As a precaution, students
and staff were evacuated, and police
teams and bomb disposal squads were
dispatched. DS Do announced the
closure of its school and postponed mid-

term exams scheduled for the day, citing
"unavoidable circomstances.” Similarky,
the University College of Medical Scienc-
s revedved a similar email on Seplember
9, which was found to be fake. On the
sameday, Maulana Azad Medical College
v the Delhi Chief Minister's Secretarial
alsa received hombthreats. According i
DCP Nidhin Valsan, the emadl sent to the
dean of MAMC did not contain specific
rhetails, but a homb squad was dispatehed
to investigate.
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Ahmedabad airport gets hoax
bomb threat; FIR registered

The Ahmedabad airport received a bomb threat
F-mail, which was later found to be a hoax,
prompting police to register an FIR against the
unidentified sender, officers said on Monday, A
preliminary probe indicated that the person had
sent the same text about bomb threats o several
ather airports a3 well as government and private
establishments in the country, Ahmedabad's
girport police station Inspector N.I, Nakum said,
Upon learning about the E-mail, airport officials
immediately convened an online meeting of the
“bomb threat commirtee™ and came to the
eonclision that it was a *non-specific bomb
threat”, the FIR stated. &
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Over 300 schools, several alrports recelve hoax bomb threats

PIOMEER NEWS SERVICE
W New Dethi

A wave of panic and exten-
sive security operations
swept across the National
Capital Region (NCR] on
Sunday after more than 300
schools and institutes in Delhi
and several airports received
bomb threats on Sunday
morming, which were later
declared a hoax.

The threatening emails
landed in the inboxes of the
institutions at 6:08 am. This
simultaneous arrival at over
300 different email address-
es highlights the calculated
nature of the attack Police
officials have confirmed that
the threats were sent by a
group calling itself
"Terrorizers111.” This group
has been linked to similar
threatening communications
in the past.

The email claimed explo-

sive devices had been
planted. It chillingly asserted
the bombs would be detonat-
ed within 24 hours. Despite
the specific claims, police
maintain a cautious public
stance. They indicate that
the language and non-specif-
ic nature of the threat suggest
a hoax. This pattemn has been
seen In similar incidents
across the city in recent
months.

The security lockdown
immediately focused on the
IG1 Airport, a critical piece of
national infrastructure.
Security was significantly
tightened there as per proto-
col. At the same time, the
threat sent security teams
scrambling to multiple edu-
cational institutions. Among
the first to publiclky confirm
receipt of the threats were
CRPF Public School in Dwarka
and a Sarvodaya Vidyalaya
near Quiub Minar.

These inmitial threats
impacting the schools were
quickly declared a hoax. The
Delhi Fire Services complet-
ed meticulous, hours-long
searches. "Police teams, fire
personnel, and bomb dis-
posal units were promptly
deployed to the affected
schools to carmy out a search
operation properly,” an offi-

cial with the Delhi Fire
Services confirmed. He added
that, "However, nothing sus-
picious was found.” Rigorous
anti-sabotage checks were
conducted. These involved
bomb disposal squads and
dog squads. They confirmed
the premises were safe. This
allowed a gradual return to
narmal for the relieved staff

and parents.

The security situation was
compounded by a similar
scare at the jammu airport
earlier on the same day. A full-
scale anti-sabotage opera-
tion was carried out there. A
private airline had received a
bomb threat via email.
Security forces, including the
Central Industrial Security

Force (CISF) and local police,
conducted a comprehensive
search. The drill was complet-
ed without any disruption to
air traffic, which was a relief
for ravellers. Officials con-
firmed no suspicious items
were found. The email threat
was ultimately declared a
hoax. “An email was received
by a private airliner this

morning,” an official of the
Airport Authority of India
stated. "Accordingly, a secu-
rity drill in such situations
was followed to rule out the
presence of any explosive
substance. The email was a
hoax.” A police complaint
has been filed in connection
with the Jammu incident.

The Delhi Polce are cur-
rently focusing their techni-
cal investigation on tracing
the source of the bulk threat
email. They are determined
to identify the individual or
group responsible for this
act, Authorities are treating
this as an attempt to create
massive public disorder and
fear.

The fact that the same
email was sent to over 300
schools and multiple airports
simultaneously suggests a
calculated attack on public
confidence. It has stretched
the capital’'s emergency

resources significantly and
caused undue anxiety among
parents and the public at
large. Authorities are closely
maonitoring the situation as
the probe continues into the
source of the 'Terrorizers111’
message.

In recent months, several
educational institutions in
the city have repeatedly been
targeted with bomb threats.
About a week ago, many
schools, including DPS
Dwarka, Krishna Model Public
School, and another
Sanvadaya Vidyalaya received
such threats.

On September 9, the
University College of Medical
Sciences (UCMS) received a
similar threat, which was
later declared a hoax.

On the same day. bomb
threats were also reported at
Maulana Azad Medical
College and the Delhi
Secretariakt.
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Trainer aircraft
skids off runway at
Amreli airport

A single-seater trainer

"% aircraft skidded off the

runway during landing

at the Amreli airport on Sun-

day afternoon, though the tra-

inee pilot was unhurt, district
officials said.

The small aircraft belong-
ed to a private aviation acade-
my operating from the air-
port, Amreli collector Vikalp
Bhardwaj said.

“The trainer aircraft skid
off the runway soon after the
plane landed at the airport. It
ran into the unpaved portion
along the runway due to unk-
nown reasons, While the air-
craft sustained some damage,
the trainee pilot escaped un-
hurt. Civil aviation authoriti-
es will conduct further probe
into the incident,” Bhardwaj
said.

A video, captured by some-
one living close to the airport,
showed the aircraft lying on
the ground in a tilted position
some distance away from the
runway

The damaged single-seater
aircraft belonged to a private
aviation academy

In Aprilthis year, atrainee
pilot lost his life when a trai-
ner aireraft crashed in a resi-
dential area near Amreli
town after taking off from the
airport. et
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Flyer caught smoking
Inside flight’s lavatory,
detained at city airport

Mumbai: A 25-vear-old flyer was detained at
the Mumbai airport after he was caught smo-
king inside the aircraft’s lavatory of a Phuket
to Mumbai flight. The flyer was later handed
over to Sahar police where an FIR was registe-
red against him.

The incident occurred on Sept 26, The air-
craft left Phuket airport around 3.35 pm. The
‘no smoking' sign was turned on and cabin
crew members had also informed all passeng-
ers that smoking was prohibited inside the
flight. Later, a fire alarm went off in the rear
portion of the aircraft. A cabin crew member
went to investigate and found a flyer who had
been smokinge-cigarettes. The pilot was infor-
med, and after the aircraft landed around 5.45
pm, the passenger was handed over to the airli-
ne's security staff. He is a resident of Nepean
Sea Road in south Mumbai. tww
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Air India Express targets 65 destinations by 2025

Ibuhk Vaid
Nesw Disthi

Tata Group-promoted Air
India Express (ALX) is target-
ing operations o 65 destina-
tions by the end of 2025, in-

dustry SOUFCES told
businessiine.
The airline has already ad-

ded six destinations in the
past month alone —
Ahmedabad,  Chandigarh,
Dehradun, Jodhpur, Udaipur,
and {announced) Wavi Mum-
bai. Currently, Air India Ex-
press operates flights to 60
destinations, comprising 43
domestic and 17 interna-
tional airports. “The contin-
ued rollout of new routes is
expected o bolster AIN's po-
sition in both domestic and
international markets,”

sources said. “Express is act-
ivelyworking to capitalise on
underserved routes and
second-tier cities within In-
dia.” Some routes have also
been withdrawn, industry in-
siders noted.

According to sources, the
low-cost carrier is also eye-
ing expansion across key in-
ternational corridors such as
the Gulfand Southeast Asia.

NEW ROUTES

Beyond passenger demand,
the decision to launch new
routes is being driven by fleet
availability and airport slot
opportunities.

Industry insiders cited the
rapid induction of new air-
craft as a major driver of the
network's expansion.

“With plans to indoect
more than 50 narrow-body

jets in the coming quarters,
the airline is expected to in-
crease frequencies on high-
demand routes while also
adding new city pairs.”

At present, Air India Ex-
press operates over 500 daily
flights with a fleet of 115 air-
craft — comprising 75 Boe-
ing 7375 and 40 Airbus
A320s. It has been positioned
as the group's flagship low-
cost  carrier, with clear

rowth targets and opera-
%inn:al indﬁndem:e_ =

Besides, theairline is set to
commence a major cabin ret-
rofit programme to stand-
ardise seating across its Boe-
ing 737-8 fleet.

Furthermore, the initiat-
ive will see all aircraft firted
with a single type of eco-
nomy class seat. The move is
expected to “improve opera-

tional efficiency, reduce
costs, and minimise delays.”
According to sources, the
airline currently operates
more than 40 aircraft with
varying  business  class
configurations.

BUSINESS MODEL
Consequently, the mismatch
in seating complicated the
airline’s  guick-murnaround
business model.

These aircraft were origin-
ally built for other airlines —
including some Chinese car-
riers — but were never de-
livered due to various cir-
cumstances. However, they
were later remarketed and
acquired by Air India Ex
press. “This creates a prob-

lem for the guick-rn-
around  business model,”
sources said.
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Air India raises $215m
from StanChart, Bol
|

Mew Deihi: Alr India rased
about $215 million from Bank
of India and Standard
Chartered for refinancing The
siw-year loan, raised thraugh
Gujarat International
Finance-Tec City, or GIFT City,
s priced at about 168 basis
points aver the secured
avernight financing rate, said
sources. Proceeds will be used
to refinance shorter duration
debt Air India used to acguire
six Boeing 777-300ER aircraft,
the peaple said. scowmess

Lufthansa announces

4,000 job cuts by 2030

Berin: Lufthansa will cut 4,000
administrative jobs by 2030
and set higher profitability
targets, the German airline
group said on Monday, as it
seeks ta baast efficiency
through digitalisation and

automation, sourees
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IndiGo prepares for Airbus
A321XLR induction

.I.nltdl Phadniz
deturibsai

IndiGo Is training ns crew
and ers ahead of the
planned indwction of Alrbus
AZZINLE aireraft in Decem-
ber. IndiGo will receive omne
AZZIXLE In FY 2026 and use
it o launch services to
Arhens in Greece in January.
While there is commonal-
ity with other Airbus A320(
farnily aireraft, the XLE,
which has the longest range
among single alske planes,
hag Erm:sd.lﬂumm 'i::lgn
fearures. This includes an ex-
tra rear central fuel tank with
129 tonne capacicy, giving
the alreraft a range of 4,7k
maurical miles. Other
changes include reinforced
landing gear and high capas-
clry water and waste system.
.-\.:n:n'dlng o sources, ln-
diGGo's engineers are under-
golng r.raJuing to familiarize
themselves with the aircrafi.
Crew training will aleo cover
cabln peoduct and servica.
lndll‘..n}nsnucnnmm-aed
ation but as per
sa:ln.l megm ia poste, the ru
craft will have 195 sears (12
business and 183 econony).
Alrbus gald i is worlking
closely with IndiGio w en-
sure successful entry into
service of the A321XLE alr-
eraft. “The collaborative ef-
fort addresses all eridieal
areas, incheding engineering,

makntensnce, fli Fi-
tlons, crew r.r&lmgnhgtanﬂgedr

yenent of advanced digical
solutlons,” Alrbus said in a
sralement.

IN EXPANSION MODE

“The aireraft will enable In-
diGo to further expand s In-
termational footprint. while
bringing in enhanced 2
mr':rfe::?iviq' and Eﬁdm:nqw
ool nerwork, ™ i added.

Inditeo will have to obtaln
Directorate General of Civil
Aviarion approval as the
A3ZIXLR i3 belng intro-
duced in India for the fiest
time. The process involves
an elaborare documentation
process.

Alrbus, too, provides alr-
lines with “instructions for
continued  alrworthiness™
that includes details on man-
datory and recommended
overhaul periods, list of tools
and maintenance procedures
for the new alreraft type. So
far Airbus has delivered 13
A321XLE planes 1o custom-
erg globally and has a

ing order book of 490
aircraft. Spakn’s Iberia was
the first carrler o induct the
varfant last  November.
Onher customers include Aer
Lingus (Ireland) and (yancag
(Australia).

The aircraft is being de-
ploved on  routes  such
as  London-Jeddah [Wizz
Alr) and Madrid o Boston/
Washingron DC {Iberia).
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India chases the perfect
mini-break this Dusschra

Leisure hotspots and short-haul SE Asia see surge in
demand as hotel tariffs and airfares climb 15-30%

ROSHNI SHEKHAR
B AKSHARA SRNASTRUR
Whirmbai Delhl, 29 September

Hotels and travel operators Ln Indis and
nearky Southeass Aslan destinations anme
sealng a rise ln ravel demand for the
upcoming Dussehies long weekend, by
asmuch a525 percent year-on-year (V-0
1), underscoring the popularity of week-
enid geraways among Indian rravelises
and harrher Lifting the industry's opel-
miam about wavel demand for the
Divwali o New Yesr festival periods.

Booking demand fof this Dissehra
Ias seen a miurked rise conpared to last
wear, with overall demand up by 20-25
per cent, aoconding o EnseMyTrip.
Haoeed boakdngs luve Inereasad by 14-16
per cant for Dussehira's festivid pardod,
swnrting from October 2, with room rates
rising by 30 per cent Y-0-Y. EasaMyTrip
nited that sdvance alrfires aomoss major
Indian cities have rsen, witl averags
one-way non-stop fores  reaching
T4 0015000

Famlles, couples, and friend groups
are i the masfor travel semments this
Dussehra  weekemd,  said  Indusiry
watchers. While ravel operstors have
Ibecseert ununid g fest val sades and discoumts,
lsoteds have besen curating culred and
cullnary experiences for thelr puests,

Abhiishek Daga, cofounder of Thrik-
lophillls, a travel platform, moted that
despite the lote monsoons — which
sty push ketsure denend further inio
October — it is iresdy seelng an 18 per

centrise inhookings agains last year.
“Rajssthan 15 lsading 55 a prefermd
dastinarion, but Hirmachal Pradesh, 1ins-
mikhand. Goa, Karnatalos, West Rergal,
and Kerals are alsoamnmeting ravellers.
Offbear destinarions such as Gandikots,
Pachemarhl, Hampi-Anemundi, snd
Ainsar are gaindng traction foo,” sid
Rilans Pmle. colbunder and chiel exacis-
tive affscor (CEO) of Easchy Trig.
Internationally, shorr-haul Asis-

Travel diaries
Surge in flight boakings for top destinations {October 1 to 5

Port Oebadmisrdesw Coa  (mpur
Bl

L— Dometic [¥-0/Y thy %) —I
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Top domestic routes sesing a jump in airfares
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Pacificdesinations have seen demand,
with the Undted Arab Emimtes, Thal-
land, Singapors, Vietnam, Ball, and
Hiing Kioryg havelng hlgh sooses in search
resatis, Plinke sddad.

“We are already seelng a surge in
demand acroas lesure destinations e
Pandicherny, Mahshalipaem, Udai pas,
Jalpur, and Unprakhand, with Goa
standing out as the clear highlighe
where hotels are likely to be sold out

over the long weekend,” sabd Nikhil
Sharma, managing director and chisf
operating officer, South Asla, Radissan
Hioted Group

Occupancy levels for Radisson
Hotels are cll mbing sharply for the long
weskend, and avernge e rates are
trending nearty 30 per cent highsr than
regular periods said Shorma. He added
that familles and couples continue o
lemd boakdngs, while friend groups and

extendad familles are adding further
momeniin as tse indissrry heads into
Dilweall, Chirsinias, and the New Year,

However, this trend of travelling
around Dussefirs |8 & continuatbon of
thetrend observed in the poss few years,
saidl Ravl Gosaln, president of the
Tnedlinn Assoctarion of Tour Operators.

Acpording 1o lxigo, flkght bookings
forthe Dussehum week recorded signifi-
cant double-digi growth across both
domestic and international munes.

“Traditlonalily, travellers would plan
around a four-day long weskend,
thils year mairy warking professionals
are taking additional leave before and
after Dessehins 1o o it o & fve- to
seven-day extended break.” snid Aloks
Bajgal, group CEO, idgo.

“Additionally, airfares from key
Melnos o papular roares ke Locknow,
Gos, Juipur, Chennal and Kolksra hove
also increased by nn aversge of 15-20 per
cent Yoo, headded.

Speaking of hotel bookings, Bajpal
sakd, "Our hotel booking trends indleare
& rrowimg appetite for premium exped-
ences, wih 37 per cent of travellers
opting for spaye in properties priced
above T7000 per night forthe Dussabira
longweekend

Meanwhile, Anil Kalsi, boaard
memher of the Federation of Assoc-
arions i Ind lan Tourkam & Fospimling
emgpitacised thar forthe upcoming long
weekend, hotel confinmations areeither
sold out or steep, with spieinaal toussm
belng ar a new high thanks to bertes
sovess and fucllites.

Thriliophilis highBehred thataround
11 pezt cent of its Dussehra travellers had
chosen some kind of wellness-led nnes-
ary this yeas, while ITC Hoiels has
ohserved that s guests opted for
curated experiemces like spa packages
private dining, and wellness retrests
rathier thean just premniim rocns.

Similary, ITC Hotels s winessing &
sharp surge in demand for premium
and homry sccommodarions over Dus-
sedira, with high secupancy levels nkey
letsure destinations. L

For ITC Hoteds, Iis mountnin prop-
erties are also brimming with fesziv-
fthes. Amit Kumar, ares manager of
Welcnmbhotels, Nomh, 51 ITC Hotals,
sald that Welcomboted-branded prop-
erties in Shimla, Chall. Jim Corbetr,
and Mussoarde, slong with Stoell Solon,
&re running at very high occupancy
over theweekend.

Full seory on business-smndasd com
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Air India Raises $215M
from Bank of India, StanC

Bioomberg

Alr India radsed about $215 million
fromm Bank of Indiaamd Standard Char-
tered Ple for refinancing, acconding to
people familiar with the matter

The six-year loan, raised through
Gujarat International Finance-Tec
City, ar GIFT City; is priced at about
168 basis points over the secured over
night financing rate, said the peopls,
whoasked not tobeidentified becanse
itis not yet public.

Proceeds will be used to refinance
shortor duration debt Alr India used to
acqitire s1x Hoeing 777-30ER alrcraft,
the poople snid. Bloomborg News re
ported 1n July that Alr Indis was ses
kinga bank loan of about $200 million

The loan comes after an Alr India
plane crash in June was one of the
worst aviation aceldents in the count:
r¥. inktially consing talks for fund roi-
sing toslow

Air India, Bank of India and Stan-
dard Chartered did not immediately
reply to requests for comment,

The deal represents the [lrst time
Boank of Indln octed a2 a mandabed le
ad manager in a loan deal from GIFT
City, one of the people said
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Proceeds will be used to
refinance shorter-duration
debt used to acquire six
Boeing 777-300ER aircraft

Air India gets
$215-million
loan from
StanChart,
Bank of India

SAIKAT DAS
September 29

AIR INDIARAISED about 5215
million from BankofIndia and
Standard Chartered for refi-
nancing, according to people
familiarwith the matter.

The six-year loan, raised
through Gujarat Interna-
tional Finance-Tec City, or
GIFT City, is priced at about
168 basis points over the
secured overnight financing
rate, said the people, who
asked nottobeidentified.

Proceeds will be used to
refinance shorter duration
debt Air India used to acquire
six Boeing 777-300ER aircraft,
the people said. Bloomberg
News reported in July that Air
India was seeking a bankloan
ofabout S200 million.

The loan comesafter an Air
India plane crash in June was
one of the worst aviation
accidents in the country, ini-
tially causing talks for fund
raising to slow.

AirIndia, Bank of India and
Standard Chartered did not
immediately reply to requests
for comment.

Thedeal represents thefirst
time Bank of India
acted asa mandated lead man-
agerina loan deal from GIFT
City,one of the people said.

—BLOOMBERG

FINANCIAL EXPRI @
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Allabout wheel-well stowaways on airplanes & the perils of flying hidden’

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMEER 29

SNEAKING INTO an aircraft wheel well and
travelling as a stowaway is an extremely
dangerousthing to do, withtheodds heav-
ily stacked against survival.

Yet, such incidents keep surfacing. On
Sunday, while maintenancewas being un-
dertaken onan American Airlines plane that
arrived in the US state of North Carolina
from Europe, the body of a stowaway was
found.

Occasionally, wheel-well stowaways —
those who try to travel in the unpressurised
and unheated wheel well or landing gear
compartment —survive miraculously, One
suchincident happened earlier this month
ona flight from Afghanistan to India, when
a 13-year-old boy from Kunduz wanted to
travel to Iran.

He managed to sneak into an aircraft’s

S TheIndianEXPRESS

rear wheel well atthe Kabul airport, except
that the flight was bound for New Delhi. For
over 90 minutes, the boy was in the wheel
well as the aircraft cruised at over 30,000
feet.

Miraculously, he landed seemingly un-
harmed at the Delhi airport and was sent
back to Kabul later: Unsurprisingly, given
the risks involved, wheel-well stowaways
larzely come from regions grappling with
poverty, conflict, orinstability, and are des-
perate to escape for better opportunities,
often unaware of what awaits them.

What the data show

According to US Federal Aviation
Administration( FAA) data, 132 people tried
totravelin the landing gear compartments
of commercial aircraft between 1947 and
2021, The mortality rate for wheel-well
stowaway's is around 77 percent,

Strict airport security means that such
incidents are rare, and in some undocu-

Tue, 3@ September 2825

mented cases, the bodies may have even
fallen into an ocean or a remote land area
during the flight. The only known incident
involving Indian wheel-well stowaways
was in 1996, Brothers Pradeep and Vijay
Sainimanagedtoget into the wheel well of
a British Airways Boeing 747 aircraft oper-
ating a flight from Delhi to London. While
Pradeep survived the long-haul fight, his
brother didn't.

Researchers have con-
cluded that to gain access to
the aircraft, the typical stow-

AVIATION

partment provide adegree of safety (mainly
from falling off). However, the biggest im-
minentthreatsemerge oncethe airaafthas
taken off, in the form of hypoxia (due to low
oxyeen) and hypothermia due tolow tem-
perature ). Severe levelsof either can lead to
unconsciousness and even death

At over 30,000 feet, where commercial
aircraft cruise, air pressure is extremely low,
and temperatures candropto
minus 65°C. The moderate
stage of hypothermia is ac-
companied by violent shivers

away would hide near the
point where the departing plane waited at
the runway for takeoff clearance. While it
was statio nary, the stowaway would mount
alanding gear and climb into a wing recess
area adjacent to where the wheel is sup-
posed toretract.

Havoc on human body
Metal covers over the landing gear com-

https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/78258632

as the body's own core tem-
perature drops by 3°C, and conditions such
as slurred speechset in. In severe hypother-
mia, thereis shivering in violent waves, as
body temperature falls to 27°C or even
lower.

According to a 1997 issue of a publica-
tion by the US-based Flight Safety
Foundation ( FSF), the physiological effects
experienced by stowaways are minimal at

altitudes of up to 8,000 feet. But breathing
ratebeginsto pick up as the oxyzen levelin
the blood drops to about 92 per cent, from
the sea level average of about 97 per cent.

By 18,000 feet, the breathing rate would
rise by about 65 per cent tocompensate for
the lack of axyeen, and several visual and
cognitivesymptomswould appear, includ-
ing weakness, light-headedness and
tremiors, the FSF publication said. At over
30,000 feet, the blood oxyeen levels are
lower than what is required to support
brain consciousness.

Only the fortunate survive
According to a 1996 report by the US
FAA'sCivil Aeromedical Institute{ CAMI), to
survive severe hypoxia, physiologic control
mechanisms place the body into what is
known as the “poikilothermic” state, which
is similar to hibernation, The body'soxygen
requirement diminishes significantly, and
it curls into afetal positionto conserve heat.

The heart rate may fall to just two beats
perminute, and the breathing rate may be
as low as once in 30 seconds, but even
reaching this stage would be considered
lucky, given the circumstances.

“Asa wheel-well stowaway iscarried to
lower altitudes, a gradual rewarming oc-
curs, along with reoxyeenation. If the indi-
vidual is so fortunate as toavoid braindam-
age or death from the hypoxia and
hypothermia, cardiac arrest or failure on re-
warming, or severe neurovascular DCS (de-
compression sickness) complications, some
progressive recovery of consciousness oc-
curs, perhaps in the period before landing,
or at a ime after landing. Survival is jeop-
ardized if the recovering stowaway begins
moving round and falls outwhen the land-
inggearis lowered,” the CAMI report noted,

Those who may survive the journey
may notbe completely unscathed, though,
with severe injuries and psychological

trauma likely.
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Al raises $215 mn
from StanChart, Bol

ir Inlia (AL raised about £215 million
A from Bank of India (Bol) and Standard

Chartered Ple (StanChanrt) for
refinancing, according to people familiar with
the matter. The six-vear loan, raised through
Gujarat International Finance-Tec City, or Gift
City, is priced at about 168 basis points over the
secured overnight financing rate, said the
people, who asked not to be identified because
itisnot yet publie.

Proceeds will be used to refinance shorter
duration debt Air India used to acquire six
Boeing 777-300ER aircraft_ the people said.
Bloomberg News reported in July that Air
Indiawas seeking a bank loan of about 8200
million.

The loan comes after an Air India plane crash
in June was one of the worst aviation accidents
in the country. initially cansing talks for fund
raising toslow. BLOOMBERG



AIRPUH ISAUT HORFT‘Y (_JIF INUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

RASHTRIYA SAHARA DELHI 20 SEPTEMEER 2025

O3S DS -afem # SR
=% Rl 32 mfem svaed
v & aEa g eedtag A
e oy s ) el v e,
Hlt wferen o 3 a5 5w
difem E-aRs dRc e | &
33 At ¥ st B
T &, wnfds arm & el ®
= Rarssd & wy i
arva forer w6 | Tmest =B TR
FarE Efem & T T R
¥ T, T wErTEl A e
E e & i gl e
gfEn & e Frewest 5
eadlFE @ o e & afds
£ Ul e w1 O A |
§H W% ¥ Wi w5 &
e & Fumer widt daai &
wry-wy g sl dam g
st g d Siftral # e me wsh
el oz Rt fet |



AIRPUH 'SAUT HGH!T“!’ L?F iNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

RASHTRIYA SAHARA

DELHI

30 SEPIEMEER 2025

SIRIET 4000 IRt THH TG

m ¥ 2030 T 2 A gefra m 39 2kM 230 faw= s Sut

e () |

F0ETE T 3 HER
a7 2030 T W A, Fefewimm
3 T TREEA F 4w F
TR 3 HEE H 4,000 FHE FH
A

Fodl 7 T T v e
TR M F I WA A
AE A9 A AR T F A
A w7 oW SR
T F o T § A el
o= st ¥ 59m vt
A T = i =

P g 1w o

TREEY, TR AR 3
I TREE F AN U #

\ —
L - ‘-_-

peeckockatee R R Erged ]

T 7 T, TH AR e
cile R
ittt s W ae F e A
wm fr fefaesimn ol sfm i

ZF &M 0 WA OREER ST
&7 3 ffafer o 2 e

TREER WA 3 e | e
sk _faeme ¥ fom v el A
A R A wE #) TE
= 7 g Fet ol g 1 s
g § 7 & 9 38 e am
#1 JER U T = fm W
F0TE HE A o 3 29 ¥ o
T T § IEREE 3t # IEiE
# 3t 7 I F owm 1 T g
T2 F e 0 = m
# 1 70 7 2020 7 100 A 0 F
fammi \ffm 230 | = W faam
s e = |



AIRPORT S AUTHORI r"r L?F iNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA CHENNAT 29 SEPTEMBER 2025

Airfare cut on cards for Haj
pilgrims travelling in 2026

Times News NeTwork

Kozhikode: Haj pilgrims
from Keralacan look forward
to some respite in air fares in
2026, with multiple airlines,
including new players, join-
ingthetender process tofacili-
tate their travel.

Three carriers have se-
cured contracts to operate
from Kerala's embarkation
points Akasa Air from Calicut
International Airport, Sau-
di's low-cost carrier Flynas
from Nedumbassery airport
and another Saudi budget air-
line Flyadeal from Kannur In-
ternational Airport. All three
have quoted fares substantial-
ly lower than those charged
last season.

Forinstance, theairfareof
71,07,288 quoted by Akasa Air

from Karipur is 234,000 lower
than last season's fare of
71,41,474 charged by Air India
Express. Also, the ticket rate
of Flynas from Kochi stands
at ¥87,693, which is 210,193
cheaperthan lastseason'sfare
and that of Flyadeal from
Kannur is 89,732, which is
#11,410]esser than lastseason’s
fare. While the Haj flight rate
from Karipur airport remains
around 18,000 higher than
Kannur's, the gap is far small-
er than last for Haj 2025, when
fare difference had climbed to
over 0,000, With such gap in
air fare, large number of pas-
sengers from Karipur had
shifted to Kannur.

For Haj 2026, 13,155 pil-
grims are expected to take
part from Kerala. Of these,
7,936 pilgrims are expected to

fly from Kochi, 4,299 from Kan-
nur and only 920 from Kari-
pur. The reduced numbers at
Karipur is seen as a lingering
effect of pastfare hikes, which
discouraged applicants. In
2024, over 10,515 pilgrims had
departed from Karipur, a fig-
ure that fell by half last sea-
son. So far only 8,530 persons
have been selected for Haj
2026.

Officials attributed the
moderation in fares to inter-
ventions by state Haj minister
V Abdurahiman and state
committee who pressed the
Union minoerity affairs minis-
try to open bidding to more
airlines. Akasa Air and Flya-
deal are operating Haj flights
from Kerala for the first time,
while Flynas is making a re-
turn after 2009,
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