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AAl GETS AWARD AT
NORTH-EAST SUMMIT

Airports Authority of India (AAN participated in
the Vibrant North-East Summit 2024, which was
organised from 19 to 21 September, 2024 at
Guwahati, Assam with the theme "UNLEASHING
THE ECONOMIC POTENTIAL OF AAI NER”™. was
adjudged with the award for Best 5tall for
Government of India's initiative display which
was presented by Minister of Fisheries, gov-
ernment of Assam, KeshabMahanta.
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Anti-cow slaughter campaigners not
allowed to land m Shillong a1tp0rt
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Activists of KSU and other NGOs sragmg a protest at the airporf in Umroi in Ri-Bhoi district on Sarurday UB Photos

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

SHILLONG, Sept 28: The
chartered plane of Swami
Avimukteshwaranand Saras-
wati was demied landing per-
mission at the Shallong airport
following which the flag of the
anti-cow slaughter campaign
was hoisted symbolically over
the skies of Meghalaya.

“Shankaracharyaj Maharaj
hoisted the Gau Pratishtha flag
as soon as he touched the skies
of Meghalaya, as per his res-

olution and determination. In
other States, we could fly the
flag at 21 feet, but m Megha-
laya, you gave us the oppor-
tumaty to fly the flag at 21,000
metres,” a Hindu monk said
n a video statement.

In the mormng, Avimukt-
eshwaranand Saraswati and hus
followers were at Agartala,
where he was imformed that
his chartered plane would not
be allowed to land in Shillong.

The Meghalaya Govern-
ment wrote to the Airport Au-

thority of India not to allow Land-
Ing permission to Saraswati and
tus followers at the amrport.
Several protesters were at
the Shillong airport in antici-
pation of the Hindu monk’s
proposed anti-cow slaughter
rally in the State capital to de-
mand declaration of the cow
as the mother of the nation
and enactment of a Central
law to stop cow slaughter.
Ri-Bhoi SP Jagpal Singh
Dhanoa assured the protest-
ers that Saraswati and his fol-

lowers would not be allowed
to come out of the airport
even if he landed there.

The district admimstra-
tions of East Khasi Hills and
Ri Bhot also promulgated
Section 163 of the BNSS,
prohibiting holding of such
cow protection rallies in the
respective districts.

Meanwhile, the followers
of Saraswat said that they
would take legal action for
denial of perrmssion to land
at the Shillong airport.
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PM inaugurates Pune
Metro extension,
airport at Solapur

Maharashtra chief minster Ekrath Shinde with

J . J
deputy chief minister

Devendra Fadnavis during the inauguration of the southern extension

of Pune Metro Phase 1 on Sunday

FE BUREAL
Pune, September 29

PRIME MIMISTER MAREND RA Modi
onSundaydedicated projectsworth
11,200 oore in Maharashtra to the
nation, This included Living the
foundation stone of the £2,954
cxtensionpraject of the Pune Metro
from Swargate to Katraj.

The PM also virtually inaugu-
rateci a 3.62 km underground sec-
thon from the Pune DEtaet Court to
Swargate, builtwith mvestmentsof
1,810 crore. This marks the com
pletion of the first phase of the Pune
Matro The PM will also inaugurate
the 65 crare Solapur Airport.

Code-B type of alrcraft will be
operted from thisairport. He also
dedicated the Bindkin Industrial
Area in Sambhaji Nagar {eaclier
Aurangabad), The PM also partici
pated ino laying the foundation

M

stone for a Memorial for Savitoibal
Phule’s first girls" school at Bhide
wada in Pune.

The PM said the launch of vad
ous projects in Maharashtra will
boost urband evelopment and add
to ease of living for people, They
were focusing on creating future
ready infrastructure in the state,
Modi pointed out that discussions
about Pune Metro began in 2008
but itz foundation was laid only in
2016 becavse of the |.|Il.|lt'|s deci-
sions and removal of obstacles by
his government

The Auric City at the Bidkin
Industrial area located o nthe Delhi-
Mumbai Industrial corridor had
faced olstackes and was rvived by
the dotble-engine govemment, he
said, Thousands of crores will How
into the Bidkin Industrial Area
across 8,000 aces and create thou
sands of jobs, the PM said.
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PM launches |l|'[ljﬂllls worth ¥ 11,200 crore in Assembly poll-hound Maharaghira

T H RAGHUNATHA B MUMBAI

In a slew of development
initiatives aimed at giving a
boost to prospects of the BJP-
led MahaYuti {grand alliance)
in the forthcoming
Maharashtra Assembly polls,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday laid the
foundation stone, inaugurated
and dedicated to the nation
variois projects, i_nc]uillng the
inauguration of the Pune
Metro Rail Project (Phase-1)
and the revamped Solapur
—worth more than Rs
crore  in - western
Mal:arashlrd_
Through video-conferencing,
Modi — who was to visit Pune
and launch various projects
on Seplember 26 but cancelled
his trip to Maharashtra due to
inclement weather -
inaugurated the Pune Metro
section [rom Distriet Courl to
Swargate, laying the
J'uunrﬁa'llun stone for

Swargate-Katraj Extension of

the Pune Metro section.

I

he Prime Minister also
I]'l.ﬂ.lBul’ﬂll:iJ. the Solapur
Adrport which wonld
significantly improve
connectivity, making the
western  Maharashtra  city
more accessible o tourists,
business travellers and
investors. The  existing
terminal Building of Solapur
airport has been revam Lo
serve  around 4.1 lakh
passengers annially,

Modi dedicated the nation to
Bidkin Industrial Area, a
transformative project
covering an expansive 7855

acres under the National
Industrial Corridor
Development Program  of

Gove. of India, situated 20 km
south of Chhui:ap ati
Sambhajinagar in
Maharashtra. The Bidkin
Industrial Area project —
developed under Delht
Mumbai Industrial Corridor -
- holds immense potential asa
vibrant economic hub in the
Marathwada region. The
Central Government  has
npprm’:d this project with an
overall project cost of over Rs
6,400 crore for development

in 3 ]Jha.hth The Prime
Minister also laid the
foundation stone for  the
Memorial for  Krantijyoti
Savilribai Phules First Girls
School at Bhidewada

Even belore the
announcement of the
schedule for the Maharashitra
Assembly by the Election
Commission of India (ECI),
Modi has reached out to
]:hruplr in four regions in the
state. On August 25, Modi
addressed "Lalchpaii Didi
Sammelan” at Jalgaon in north
Maharashtra on August 25,
laid a foundation stone for Rs
76,000 crore Vadhvan Port al
Palghar in coastal Konkan
region  Adgust 30 and
participated in the first
anniversary lunction ol the
Pradhan Mantri Vishwakarma
Yoqana al Wardha in Vidarhha
region. Today, he launched
projects wur_lh Bz 11, 200
meant lor western
Maharashtra.

Speaking on the occasion,
Modi said:" Today,

Maharashira needs big goals
with new resolutions. We need
to make cities like Pune a
center of progress and urban
development. Keeping in view
Punes progress asnd the
pressure  of the growing
population, We need to take
Sleeps o augmenl

development and capacity of

the eity. To achieve this goal,
the Prime Minister said that
the our governmenl  in
Maharashira is working with
the approach of modernie
Punes public transport an nﬁ
glving a boscrst Lo connectvity
as the city expands”

He underscored the
importance of development-
driven governance in ensuring
Maharashtras progress,
emphasizing that any
disruption in this continuity
leads 1o significant losses for
the state. He highlighted

various stalled projects, from

Metro  initiatives to  the
Muimnbai.
Recalling the discussions

aboul Pune Metro brgan in

2008 buit its foundation stone
was laid in 2006 when quick
decisions were taken by his
government, the  Prime
Minister said: “Today, Pune
Metro is gaining speed and
expanding. On  one hand,
Pune Metro section of District
Court o Swargate has been
inaugurated while on the
other hand foundation stone
for Swargate to Katraj line has
alse been laid”

Lauding the work done for the
expansion of Pune Metro
from 2016 till now, Modi said:
“The present government in
Maharashtra has prepared a
modern network of metro in
Pune while the previous
governmenl could  barely
construct a single Metro pillar
in 8 years”

Modi underscored the
importance of development-
driven governance in ensuring
Maharashtra's progress,
emphasizing  that  any
disruption in this continuity
leads o significant losses for
the state.
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Part Of T3’s Domestic Pier Likely

To Handle International Traffic

Terminal 3 May Get A New Int’l Pier In 3 Years To Cater To Massive Growth

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Come next sum-
mer, a part of Delhi Ailrport
T3's domestic pier could be
handling international traf-
fic to manage the massive
growth of the latterr GMR
Group-backed Delhi Interna-
tional Airport Ltd (DIAL) has
sought govt clearance for va-
rious aspects like security to
begin this work, which could
take up to six months from
when started. “Their request
1s being considered,” said
highly placed officials. T3 can
currently handle 2.2 crore in-
ternational passengers annu-
ally, and this capacity needsto
grow quickly given the de-
mand for travel, as domestic
has been taken care of for the
next few years with the new
T1(when fully operational).
DIAL is also learnt to be
considering adding a new pi-
er at T3 for international
flights. This plan has been
discussed with top aviation
authorities. “The airport
operator 1s looking at having
the new pier (Pier E) ready in
aboutthreeyears. If thathap-
pens, T3 will have two inter-
national piers and one do-
mestic pier,” said officials.
So, late 2027 or early 2028 may
see India’s busiest airport —
the only one in the country
with an elevated taxiway and

Photo: Saurabh Sinha

READY TO TAKE MORE LOAD
— o

BY NEXT SUMMER IN 3 YEARS

(= ﬂ' Part of T3 A new pier | Have air train
q:..‘?’ domestic pier may be ready for T1-

to be converted to int'l added at T3 | T2/3 transfers

Why focus on int'l

Enough domestic

| capacity for next
- | few years with T1
(when fully e \E
operational)
+12+13 )M
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» T2 to be demolished based on how
Noida Airport impacts IGIA traffic

» Could be around for 4-5 more years
» T2 will then make way for new T4

four runways — get the
much-awaited air trainand a
33% bigger T3.

While the recently built T1
(when fully operational after
thecurrently closed portionis
repaired), along with T2 and a
part of T3, are sufficient to
handledomestic trafficforthe
next few years, augmenting
international capacity (hand-
led only from part of T3) is be-

coming imperative as traffic
isgrowing. Air India and Indi-
Go are adding foreign flights
rapidly and have hundreds of
planes onorder.

After T3’s Pier E is ready;
the final phase of IGIA's ex-
pansion will see one big deve-
lopment — the 1986-era T2 be-
ing razed to make way for a
new terminal. The actual ti-
ming of T2's demolition will

be decided after gauging the
impact of Greater Noida Air-
port, which opens next sum-
mer, on traffic trends at IGIA,
say people in the know. While
itis estimated the existing T2
may be around for 4-5 more
years before it’s pulled down,
how long it lives will depend
on how things shape up at
NCR’sother airport.

Noida International Air-

port (NIA) will open with one
terminal with an initial capa-
city of handling 1.2 crore pas-
sengers annually (CPA) next
summer. Its T1 will subsequ-
ently be expanded to handle
1.8 CPA, takingitstotal capaci-
ty to 3 CPA. The second phase
1s expected to kKick in quickly.
Then, the second runway and
T2 will be built, which in two
phases of development will
see NIA's capacity go first to 5
CPA and then 7 CPA.
Depending on IGIA’s traf-
fic requirements in the next
few yvears — whether domes-
tic grows faster or internatio-
nal — DIAL has three termi-
nals tojuggle with. As of now,
T1 is seen as remaining only
domestic (IndiGo wants it to
handle international traffic
too) for the foreseeable future
and T3 as the only one for in-
ternational flights. T2 will re-
main adaptable as the need
arises before it 1s demolished.
T2 had become operatio-
nal in 1986 as a purely inter-
national terminal and remai-
ned that way till T3 opened in
2010. After being mothballed
for a few years, it was again
kicked into service, this time
asadomesticterminal. DIAL
had, in fact, mulled two
short-term options for aug-
menting IGIA Iinternational
capacity — converting T2 or
part of a domestic pier at T3
— before opting for the latter:
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Air India, SpiceJet duopoly ends, airports can

NOW Provi

Anaesh Phadnis
Fumihial

Foreign airlines can now
contract airport operators
for security functions, upen-
ing up comperitdon and redu
cing service disruption risks,

Until now, only domestic
girlines’ seaft could carry out
tasks such as manning air-
craft or frisking passengers
in secondary checks, These
functions can now be done
by airport emplovees oo
with Burean of Civil Aviation
Spcurity (BCAS) relaxing ity
norms,

The move comes in the
backdrop of the recent finan-
cial erisis at Spicelet, a major
provider of security services
o forcign airlines within Tn-

security service to foreign airlines

dia. Spleedet wok up security
service contracts after clos-
ure of Jet Airways in 2019

Eighty foreign airlines op-
erate scheduled flights 1o In
dia and account tor 55 per
cent market share of the
country's international air
traffic,

Airports with majority for-
cign  holding  such  as
Bengaluru  (where  Fuairfux
holds 64 per cent stakel,
however, will not be permit-
ted to provide security ser-
vices to foreign airlines as

per the BOAS circular of

September 13

SECURITY SERVICES
Cargoterminal operators ep-
proved by BUAS can perform
relevant securicy functions,
the circular said.

Until now, only
domestic airlines’
staff could carry
out tasks such as
manning aircraft or
frisking passengers

Currently Air Tndia and
Spicefet  provide  security
setvices to foreign airlines
acrnss the country. As per in-
dustry sources, 6-8 person-
nel need 1o be assigned per
flight to carry out variouws se-
curity  related  functions,
These also include oversee-
ing baggage loading and air-
craft chiocks hefore
departure.

Earlier this vear, [nterna
tional Air Transport Associ-

ation (LATA) had highlighved
the challenges of having lim-
ited numhber of sccurity ser-
vice providers, LATA had re-
quested BCAS 1o expand the
pool as it would bring in
healthy competition and im-
prove service quality.
Foreign airline cxecutives
also expressed fears about
possible dismption to their
services over salary delays
and amrition in Spiceler,
Spicelet, which complered a
T3000 crore stake sale earlier
this month, claimed, “there
have been no  significant
delays or issues related to
staffing shortages",
“Spicelet has ensured that
all eontractual ohligations
with our foredgn airline part-
ners ave met without any dis
ruptions. Cur security stafi-

ing at arports, including
those in Delhi, has heen
maintained at the reguired
levels and there have been no
significant delays or issues
related to ataffing shortages.
We continue to monitor our
operations ¢losely to ensure
flawless  service  delivery,”
the airline said in &
statcment,

Adr Indiz did not respond
o a query. Adani group run
Mumbai Tnrernational Air-
port Ltd declined to com-
ment, “Delbi Internaticnal
Airport Lad is actively devel-
oping & plan to implement
these security services and
discussions  are underway
with cortain forcign airlines
to explore the putential col-
laboration,” said a GMR
SPokCEpErsnn.
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Al Express-AlX Connect merger
on track for October takeoff

AlX Connect as well as airline designator code ‘15’
g will flyinto the pastin the firstweek of October as
== the mergerofthe no-frills carrier with Air India
‘ 00008 £y press becomes a reality. “Everythingison
track," a senior airline official said earlier this week
about the merger process. Currently, Air India Express
and AIX Connect operate around 400 flights daily and the
operations are set to expand inthe coming months. PTI
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LEAVING ON A

ETPLANE ——

“COMPANIES UPGRADING
TO LARGER JETS”

AeroSource India has been a pioneer in aviation consultancy services for the last 24 years and earned laurels
for its expertise in purchasing and selling new and pre-owned aircraft and helicopters. Its regulatory
knowledge, understanding of market conditions and aircraft availability has seen it executing 58 projects from

its inception. VINOD SINGEL, AeroSource’s Founder and Managing Director, tells SHOBHA JOHN that from
2022, there has been a significant increase in aircraft sales in India

VINOD SINGEL Managing
Director, AeroSource

eroSource India has been in the
business of aviation consulting
for 24 years. How has the tra-
jectory of business aviation in
India changed over the years in
terms of clientele and the kinds
of planes preferred?
| AeroSource India began its journey
i in 2001-2002, inducting a turbo-
prop aircraft, the King Air B20O, for a large con-
glomerate. Following this, similar types of air-
craft were provided to various corporate clients.
Since then, the market has changed drastically.
Corporates who initially invested in turboprops
around 2003-2005 began upgrading to larger
business jets capable of international travel.
From early 2022, there has been a signifi-
cant increase in aircraft sales in India, sur-
passing the levels seen in 2019-2020. Post
the Covid-19 pandemic, a niche market
emerged with new customers acquiring small
business jets who had not previously char-
tered planes. Aircraft such as the Citation CJ2,
Premier 1 and Phenom 300 saw a surge in
demand and catered to the needs of new
entrants to the business aviation market.

How many aircraft has AeroSource helped
clients buy since it began?

Since inception, AeroSource has executed
around 58 projects, including a few induc-
tions. Around 46 were actual sale purchases.
We have worked with many large corporates,
assisting them in buying and selling of air-
craft/helicopters.

What is the time period when a client wants
to buy an aircraft and till he actually gets it?
As per the latest regulations, the time period
from when a client decides to buy an aircraft
to when he actually receives it in India typi-
cally ranges from 4 to 8 months. This dura-
tion depends on the category of acquisition,
whether private or Non-scheduled Operator’s
Permit (NSOP). For NSOP acquisitions, the
process tends to be longer, but a timeframe
of 6-8 months is generally considered rea-
sonable even for these cases.

What are the avenues whereby AeroSource

acquires pre-owned jets for its clients? Do
you have a large consultancy network
abroad which tells you when an aircraft is
available for sale?

AeroSource acquires pre-owned jets for its clients
through multiple channels. We remain engaged
in the market by maintaining relationships with
brokers around the world, who regularly provide
us with their inventory lists. We select aircraft
that meet the needs of our Indian customers
from these lists. Additionally, when a client
makes an inquiry, we release advertisements
through various channels to seek the right air-
craft, prompting brokers and owners to present
planes that fit our criteria. This proactive strategy
allows us to stay informed about available air-
craft and offer timely solutions to our clients.

Which business jet is the most sought after
and why?

Light to mid-size, super mid-size and large jets
are valued for their unique features and bene-
fits. In the light to mid-size category, Citation
CJ2/+, Premier 1A, Citation XLS+ and

e

@'_‘\

AS PER THE LATEST
REGULATIONS, THE
TIME PERIOD FROM
WHEN A CLIENT
DECIDES TO BUY AN
AIRCRAFT TO WHEN
HE ACTUALLY
RECEIVES IT IN
INDIA TYPICALLY
RANGES FROM 4 TO
8 MONTHS.

Gulfstream G150 are highly sought after. These
models are appreciated for their efficiency, ver-
satility and relatively lower operating costs.

For the super mid-size category, Challenger
300/350, Legacy 600/650, and Gulfstream
G200/G280 are in high demand. These jets
are favoured for their additional space, longer
range and enhanced comfort, making them
well-suited for longer flights and more demand-
ing missions.

In the large jet category, Global 6000 and
Gulfstream G550 are prominent choices. They
are preferred for their exceptional range, luxuri-
ous interiors and advanced technology, cater-
ing to clients who seek top-tier comfort and
performance for international travel.

Are the regulatory approvals needed
different for planes and choppers? And
does AeroSource have different teams to
handle both?

Yes, the regulatory approvals for both can be
quite different due to the distinct operational
and safety considerations for each type of air-
craft. AeroSource generally handles these dif-
ferent regulatory requirements through special-
ised teams. While the specific structure may
vary, AeroSource has a dedicated team of
experts focusing on each type of aircraft to
ensure compliance with all regulations and to
manage the acquisition processes effectively.

AeroSource also advises on charters. How
popular is this mode of transport and what
all occasions are they used for?

Business Aircraft Management Services
(BAMS), a group company of AeroSource, spe-
cialises in the operations and management of
aircraft and charters. BAMS collaborates with
its long-term clients for both domestic and
international charter requirements. It handles
group charters, including for weddings, pilgrim-
ages and special events. It has chartered air-
craft such as Boeing 737, Airbus 320 and ATR
72 for these events. Since the Covid-19 pan-
demic, there has been a surge in charter flights
from the film industry, including Bollywood and
South Indian cinema, which often use charter
flights for quick and efficient travel to various
cities for film promotions and major events.
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NBAA: Focusing on Business Aviation’s Future

The Association is working on several levels to help identify ways for making progress on job growth

BY ED BOLEN

A united investment in a highly trained
and dedicated workforce is an indus-
try imperative and NBAA is working on
multiple levels - in Washington and
beyond - to help identify innovative
ways to make meaningful progress on
job growth.

Among the factors driving our always-
changing business aviation landscape
are the troubling projections forecasting
a significant shortage of skilled workers
to lead the industry in the years ahead.

We've all seen the data, and we
know what it tells us. In a nutshell, we
will need hundreds of thousands of avi-
ation professionals, with a diversity of
skill sets, in the workforce of tomorrow.
Of equal concern, a series of bottle-
necks - including financial and cultural
barriers, limited access to information
and other hurdles - are impeding the
workforce growth required to meet the
coming demand.

ED BOLEN
President & CEO, NBAA

Clearly, a unified investment in a
highly trained and dedicated workforce
is an imperative for the industry. NBAA
is working on several levels, in
Washington and beyond, to help identify

innovative ways for making meaningful
progress on job growth.

For example, this past July, Jo
Damato, CAM, NBAA’s senior vice
president of education, training and
workforce development, testified
before a key House aviation subcom-
mittee hearing focused on the work-
force challenge. Specifically, she
pointed to important provisions con-
tained in the FAA Reauthorization Act
of 2024 that are aimed at lowering
barriers to aviation careers, improving
training standards and expanding the
workforce pipeline.

The FAA bill's provisions, developed
in part with NBAA’s guidance, set forth
a roadmap for talent development. A
host of initiatives would raise aware-
ness and engagement with young peo-
ple, increase access to career informa-
tion, create a national strategic work-
force development plan, provide finan-
cial support for training and education,
and meaningfully address factors that

“NBAAIS
WORKING ON
SEVERAL LEVELS,
TO HELP IDENTIFY
INNOVATIVE WAYS
FOR MAKING
MEANINGFUL
PROGRESS ON JOB
GROWTH.”

negatively impact recruitment and
retention of women and other underrep-
resented groups.

Of course, NBAA's work to foster the
development of future business aviation
leaders goes beyond legislative advoca-
¢y to include support for your own flight
operation. This year, the Association
rolled out a fully updated Management
Guide, NBAA'’s highly popular resource
for helping flight department leaders
develop a culture of career growth and
inclusion for professionals at any stage
of their careers. Similarly, this
Management Issue of Business Aviation
Insider offers insights from experts
about ways managers can attract and
retain promising new talent.

From the halls of Congress to the
hallways of your workplace, you can
count on NBAA to continue supporting
innovative ways to address the work-
force challenge. After all, a redoubled
focus on having a large, qualified and
diverse cohort of future industry leaders
is not only good for our industry; it's
essential to ensure that our nation
remains the world’s leader in aviation.
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THE DGCA HAS
ISSUED
GUIDELINES FOR
VERTIPORTS FOR
EVTOL AIRCRAFT.
THESE INCLUDE

INFRASTRUCTURE,

VISUAL AIDS

FOR LANDINGS
AND EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS.

BY SHOBHA JOHN

s cities get more and
more congested and
commuters get stuck in
jaw-dropping traffic jams
for hours, the prospect of
quieter, greener air taxis
seems tantalising.
Imagine flying around
nonchalantly like the
Jetson family in an air taxi and there-
by saving time and headache.

This revolutionary idea for air travel
works best in urban areas and remote
rural places. It is early days yet and
could take a few more years before it
fructifies, but NASA is already research-
ing this so that air taxis can be intro-
duced in US cities. NASA is using flight
simulators and human test subjects so
that not only is the ride comfortable as
it lifts off vertically, but safe. This is part
of the Agency’s Advanced Air Mobility
Mission and it will work with the Federal
Aviation Administration to introduce
these vehicles, hopefully by 2030.

In India, the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) issued guidelines
for vertiports to support the operation
of eVTOL (electric Vertical Take Off and
Landing) aircraft. These include infra-
structure, visual aids for landings, bat-
tery charging requirements and emer-
gency preparedness.

The DGCA had earlier set up internal
working groups for studying various
aspects related to electric air taxis. On
July 22, Minister of State for Civil
Aviation Murlidhar Mohol told the Rajya
Sabha that these groups would study
regulations published by other coun-
tries/civil aviation authorities and devel-
op appropriate criteria for enabling
eVTOL operations in India. However, no
budgetary provisions for eVTOLs have
been allocated for indigenous research,
he added.

HUGE INVESTMENT

Air taxis may sound like science fiction,
but they could become a reality as bil-
lions of dollars are being invested in
this technology which has less environ-
mental impact than commercial avia-
tion as these are run on electricity or
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BEAT THE
TRAFFIC IN
AN AIR TAXI

Billions of dollars are being invested in the technology of air taxis which
are quieter and greener than commercial planes or choppers

even hydrogen. These eVTOL aircraft
are different from small electric planes
and are meant for smaller distances.
Aviation behemoths such as Boeing and
Airbus, and startups such as Joby,
Archer, Wisk and Lilium are developing
eVTOL aircraft.

Already, Joby has purchased Uber Air
to eventually pair its air taxis with
Uber’s ride-hailing technology. It recent-
ly flew its eVTOL aircraft on liquid hydro-
gen and fuel cells. It modified its bat-
tery-operated aircraft for hydrogen-elec-
tric propulsion. Joby founder and CEO
JoeBen Bevirt reportedly said that 90%

of the systems on the aircraft stay the
same after the fuel cell and liquid
hydrogen system are added and after
modifying the batteries. This gives the
aircraft more range and endurance.
However, one should not forget the
Hindenburg disaster of May 6, 1937, in
New Jersey. It was a German commer-
cial passenger-carrying airship which
was filled with hydrogen and caught
fire. It was destroyed as it tried to dock
with its mooring mast at Naval Air
Station Lakehurst. It killed 13 passen-
gers and 22 crewmen among the 97
people on board, and brought an abrupt

end to the airship era.

Meanwhile, United Airlines has plans
to test Archer’s eVTOLs on short hops
from Chicago to O’Hare International
Airport and Manhattan to Newark Liberty
International Airport. And in Dubai, one
company has a contract to launch an air
taxi service as early as 2025. Already,
infrastructure such as vertiports is being
built there. Another company wants to fly
participants at the 2024 Paris Olympics
in air taxis. But how feasible would this
be when there are numerous hurdles
such as technical knowhow, regulatory
oks and infrastructure issues? Of

course, air taxis have to be cost-effective
to be accepted by people.

BATTERY LIFE

The first hurdle is the use of batteries
itself. They are no match for traditional
hydrocarbon fuels used in aircraft pres-
ently and therefore, electric air taxis can-
not fly as far as these counterparts.
eVTOL aircraft can mainly be used for
intra-city hops unless batteries with long-
er life cycles and faster charging are
invented. This naturally means that they
cannot be used for long-haul flights.

There also needs to be a network of
charging stations for air taxis if they
have to be feasible. The payload
capacity, weight of the batteries and
desired range of eVTOLs too will have
to be worked out. In addition, air traffic
management will have to be factored
in. And for safety reasons, these taxis
cannot be fully autonomous to begin
with. It was only recently that a man
died after a crash of Air Taxi Vanuatu
near Port Vila. These are islands near
Australia. In August last year, British
air taxi developer Vertical Aerospace
said that a crash earlier that month of
its air taxi prototype was due to “a
fault with a propeller”.

According to In Flight USA magazine,
the difference between helicopters and
air taxis is that while the former has
one single powerful rotor, the latter has
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multiple, smaller rotors around the air-
frame. So if one fails, the others can
stabilise the aircraft and enhance safe-
ty. However, rotors cause vibrations and
can be uncomfortable for passengers,
so seats will have be designed specifi-
cally to reduce this.

INDIAN PICTURE

Coming to India, there are reports
about InterGlobe Enterprises, the par-
ent company of IndiGo, joining hands
with Archer, the California-based firm
backed by Boeing, to introduce air
taxis in the country. The proposed
routes include: Delhi and Gurgaon,
Bengaluru’s city centre and its interna-
tional airport and Mumbai's Bandra to
Colaba. However, while India’s bur-
geoning and price conscious middle
class is a captive market, the costs of
air taxi rides will have to be reasona-
ble. In addition, vertiports for landing
and takeoff will have to be developed.

It waits to be seen if all this is mere
talk. However, Amit Dutta, MD of Hunch
Mobility, an urban air mobility company,
reportedly said that when eVTOL aircraft
start services in India, their operations
will create disruption as the fares will
be much lower than helicopters as they
work with batteries and not oil.

e
g

eVTOL AIRCRAFT
CAN MAINLY BE
USED FOR
INTRA-CITY
HOPS UNLESS
BATTERIES

WITH LONGER
LIFE CYCLES AND
FASTER
CHARGING ARE
INVENTED. THIS
NATURALLY
MEANS THAT
THEY CANNOT
BE USED FOR
LONG-HAUL
FLIGHTS.

Rohit Kapur, President of Sales, Asia
Pacific for JetHQ, a leading global air-
craft sales and acquisitions company,
wondered if the DGCA would tie itself
in knots trying to regulate the air taxis
sector. “And the infrastructure? Who's
planning for it, the ministry of civil avia-
tion or the ministry of road transport
and highways?” he asks. Nonetheless,
a beginning has been made with the
DGCA setting up internal working
groups for studying various aspects of
air taxis.

If this technology takes off, it will be
a dream come true for many.
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GAMA Releases Aircraft Shipment and Billing Report

The first six months of 2024 show increased deliveries across the piston airplane, business jet and piston helicopter segments

Earlier this month, the General Aviation
Manufacturers Association (GAMA) published
the Second Quarter 2024 General Aviation
Aircraft Shipment and Billing Report. The gen-
eral aviation aircraft manufacturing industry’s
results for the first six months of 2024, when
compared to the same period in 2023, show
increased deliveries across the piston airplane,
business jet and piston helicopter segments
along with an increase in the overall value of
aircraft shipments.

“Through the first half of 2024, we continue
to see robust demand for new aircraft, as indi-
cated by the impressive backlogs and plans for
facility expansion by many of our OEMs. Our
constraints continue to be ongoing supply chain
and workforce recapitalization issues, which are
routinely compounded by unacceptable turn
times in terms of responsiveness and lack of
decision making by the FAA specialists on such
things as issue papers, certification plans and
regular correspondence. Our industry is the incu-
bator of safety enhancing and aviation sustaina-
bility technology, which in-turn serves as a cata-
lyst for economic growth and exemplary employ-
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ment for millions around the globe. It is vital that
our regulators continue to improve effectiveness
and efficiency of certification and validation pro-
cesses, appropriately apply the safety continu-
um across the spectrum of general aviation
products and respond to applicants in a timely
manner. For the continued vitality of our industry
and to facilitate all the great innovations that
are taking place, it is imperative that we tackle
these ongoing challenges,” said Pete Bunce,
GAMA President and CEO.

Aircraft shipments through the second quar-
ter of 2024, when compared to the same peri-
od in 2023, saw piston airplanes increase
7.3% with 761 units, turboprops decrease 3.4%
with 280 units, and business jets increase
8.8% to 322 units. The value of airplane deliv-
eries through the second quarter of 2024 was
$11.3 billion, an increase of 24.2%.

Helicopter shipments through the second quar-
ter of 2024, when compared to the same period
in 2023, saw piston helicopter deliveries increase
2.7% with 115 units, and turbine helicopter deliv-
eries decrease 7.7% with 313 units. The value of
helicopter deliveries was $1.7 billion.

AIRCRAFT SHIPMENTS THROUGH THE Q2 OF

2024, WHEN COMPARED TO THE SAME PERIOD

IN 2023, SAW PISTON AIRPLANES INCREASE
7.3%, TURBOPROPS DECREASE 3.4% AND
BUSINESS JETS INCREASE 8.8%.

Aircraft
Shipment and
Billing Report

2023 B 2024
i i -
Piston Airplanes v
G 709
761
Turboprops
Business Jets
TOTAL AIRPLANES

TOTAL AIRPLANE BILLINGS

$ 9.1 hillion
$ 11.3 billion
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alcons are known to fly high, but one
particular Falcon has grabbed atten-
tion like no other—French Dassault
Aviation’s Falcon 6X. And it has gar-
nered numerous accolades, the most
notable being the International Yacht
and Aviation Awards of 2021 by
British magazine Designetal where it
was awarded for its innovative interi-
or. The 6X is as close as one can come to
yacht-sized comfort in a business jet.

Some of 6X’s other outstanding features
include the biggest cabin cross-section (see
box) in a business jet, the ability to operate into
shorter fields and being able to fly higher than
an airliner. This makes the air smoother and
with much better pressurisation, passengers
feel a lot fresher after a long flight. Incidentally,
the 6X can fly for more than 10 hours and
cover 5,500 nautical miles.

SPACIOUS CABIN

The 6X’s cabin is the most talked about fea-
ture, and why not. Dassault’s in-house design
team enhanced the feeling of spaciousness
with a contemporary design, including more
rounded surfaces and flowing lines. In addition,
passengers have more individual space, allow-
ing even very tall passengers to stand up
straight. They can also have individual sleeping
compartments, known as Falcon Privacy
Suites, each with a fully reclining, flat seat.

The galley is equipped to churn out multiple
meals over a maximum range flight. It also has
a crew rest area to one side and a skylight, a
first in business aviation. The 6X’s interiors are
also brightly and pleasantly illuminated, thanks

e
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THE 6X’S CABIN FEELS
SPACIOUS WITH

A CONTEMPORARY
DESIGN INCLUDING
MORE ROUNDED
SURFACES AND
FLOWING LINES.
PASSENGERS

HAVE MORE
INDIVIDUAL SPACE.
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LEAVING ON A

SOARING IN THE SKY

WITH FALCONS

Dassault’s Falcon 6X combines the best features of its
business and fighter jets and is known for its innovative

design and comfort

to 30 windows, each larger than on predeces-
sor Falcons. At night, the lighting colour palette
can be adjusted in such a way as to simulate
sunrises and sunsets through the Ambiance
cabin management system.

To date, on the demo tour, the 6X has flown
more than 300 missions and 600 hours, some-
times conducting four demo flights a day and
on one occasion, flying nearly 11 hours from
Paris to Sao Paulo covering more than 5,600
air miles and landing with higher than needed
fuel reserves.

FAST CONNECTIVITY

Being a business jet, connectivity is very
important for businessmen. The 6X is
equipped with high-speed internet capability,

enabling videoconferencing and streaming of
news and entertainment. What's more, the
aircraft is extremely quiet, just like the Falcon
8X, the quietest business jet in the sky. Both
have sound levels below 50 dB, equivalent to
a suburban living room.

What distinguishes the 6X from other busi-
ness jets is also the fact that it is not a
stretched or re-engined version of existing mod-
els. It is an all-new airplane and Dassault has
heavily invested in the technology for it. Carlos
Brana, SVP of Dassault’s Civil Aviation division,
reportedly said: “If you have the financial and
engineering resources, you want to start with a
clean sheet of paper. Then you can apply all
the latest technology to create something dra-
matically better. And you can deliver to the cus-
tomer an airplane that will be modern and

capable for decades into the future.”

Dassault, the only company to build fighters
and business jets, pioneered fly-by-wire tech-
nology more than four decades ago. This allows
precise and easy handling with “Smart
Sidesticks” that interpret pilot inputs and set
the aircraft on a precise flight path.

PILOTS’ DELIGHT

Falcon pilots do not need to manually trim off
control pressures, resulting in lower workload
and improved precision. In fact, Falcon pilots
can set a bank and climb angle and simply let
go of the stick. The plane will continue on a
stable trajectory. The combination of fly-by-wire
precision and Dassault’s unique wing with high
lift slats and flaps allows for remarkably short
landings.

At the same time, the plane can be used by
a newbie as all he has to do is push the throt-
tles full forward, release brakes, pull stick full
aft at rotation speed and climb steadily.

That is flying like a Falcon.

. JETPLANE ——

Best of
the Best

The Falcon 6X has some of the
best features from Dassault
Aviation’s business and fighter
aircraft expertise

It received FAA and EASA certifi-
cation on August 22, 2023, and
entered service on November
30, 2023,

The 6X has the widest cross-sec-
tion of any purpose-built busi-
ness jet. It is 6 feet 6 inches of
high, 8 feet 6 inches wide and
40 feet 4 inches long.

It can take up to 16 passengers,
with individual seating in three
separate lounge areas.

It has extra-large 30 windows
with a total of nearly 5,000
square inches and the highest
percentage of window area in
its class.

Interior sound levels are below
50 dB.

Cabin air is refreshed continu-
ously and processed through
hospital-grade HEPA filters to
provide added protection against
airborne pathogens.

Cabin altitude pressurisation is
maintained at a comfortable
3,950 feet when cruising at
41,000 feet, making passengers
comfortable and refreshed.

It has high-speed connectivity
system, ensuring seamless in-
flight communications and high-
speed access to Internet.

The Falcon 6X will fly a maxi-
mum range of 10,186 km at
Mach .80, connecting an
impressive list of city pairs such
as Los Angeles to Geneva, Séo
Paulo to London and Beijing to
San Francisco.

It has an ultra-efficient wing
with advanced structural archi-
tecture and curved trailing
edge. This increases the lift/
drag ratio and reduces the
impact of turbulence.
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The Dawn of Fractional Ownership for Aircraft in India?

If the challenges, including taxation, are overcome, we could see a defining reform that will change the face of non-scheduled aviation in India

BY JAYANT NADKARNI

The most successful and proven aircraft
operating model globally (non-sched-
uled) that allows the largest aircraft
fleets is Fractional Aircraft Ownership.
Globally, the industry leader is NetJets,
which has over 750+ business jets, all
in this model (while all of India has just
160+ jets). There are many other such
foreign companies.

MODEL WORKING

An aviation company wanting to con-
duct fractional ownership business
invests in the aircraft, imports, operates
and maintains it, and sells part shares
in the aircraft asset to a few interested
co-owners (1/8th, 1/4th, and so on).
It's like joint or fractional ownership of
the asset, where the co-owners may not
be in aviation business, but get ‘pre-
ferred right to use’ the aircraft. All

along, the aircraft’'s possession and
control remains with the aviation com-
pany, and if it is a NSOP, it can be char-
tered out to 3rd parties as well. The
main advantage is that capital costs are
spread across many owners. It allows
the aviation company to grow to higher
fleet sizes. This fractional model is well
suited for capital constrained countries
like India. It will attract huge invest-
ments into the sector. It will leapfrog
India from our small fleet size (relative
to advanced countries). It is good for
safety and asset quality.

CURRENT POSITION

The fractional model described

above is not permitted in India. The
Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA)

is apprised of the matter and has stud-
ied it in depth for nearly two years

with the DGCA and Industry experts.
Draft policy guidelines are lying ready in

MoCA, but have not been released, due
to specific challenges outlined below.

HURDLES

(a) DGCA part- As on date, the DGCA does
not register more than one owner for an air-
craftin India, as no policy guideline allows
for it What's good is that draft policy guide-
lines have been drawn out to allow this out-
lining how to dovetail the model into existing
regulatory provisions, with nil disruptions. To
be clear, they haven’t been released yet. But
this is the lesser challenge.

(b) Taxation part- In the working of
the model, when the fractional sale of
aircraft occurs (from NSOP to fractional
buyers), the present GST treatment is
based on the status of the buyer upon
sale. Since, the buyer does not hold an
NSOP license (as it's not his business),
taxation will be @28% IGST, that too
with no ITC and the model will not work.

The likely solution is that the model

will work — provided GST treatment is
based on aircraft End Use being NSOP
as then taxation will be @ 5% IGST. The
supporting logic is that the aircraft was
imported under NSOP license and con-
tinues to remain in NSOP’s possession
and control regardless of fractional
sales, and further, it is chartered out to
3rd parties also, and only preferential
right of use is given to the co-owners.

So, will 2024 see any major
announcements in this regard?

If it does happen, it could be a defin-
ing aviation reform that will change the
face of non-scheduled aviation in India.
It has worked so well abroad. Why will it
not in India? What we need is a guiding
policy framework coming from the gov-
ernment. A framework that sets in
motion operative and taxation changes.

Let's see what the last few months of
2024 hold in store.

The writer MD, Flightshares Private Limited.
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Giving Wings to Women

Women in Aviation India are re-writing history by spreading
awareness about the opportunities that exist in this sector for girls

A clarion call, “Beti ki Udaan, Desh Ka
Swabhimaan”, has been theinspiration and guiding
light for Women in Aviation India (WAI), agroup of
dynamic women who are determined to re-write the
history ofwomen in aviation. During this path-break-
ing journey, Girls in Aviation Day (GIAD) has been
celebrated every year, touching the lives of thou-
sands of girls across 35 cities in India.

WAI has networked, collaborated and received
invaluable support from the Ministry of Civil Aviation,
its associated organisations, state governments, air-
port operators, airlines and other stakeholders.

Flying on the wings of a surging economy, these
women embarked on a mission in 2015 to spread
awareness about the opportunities that exist in avia-
tion and the huge demand in it.

BRINGING EQUITY

Inspired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi’'s

vision, “Beti padao, beti bachao”, WAl under the
leadership of its president, Radha Bhatia, made it
their mission eight years ago to bring equity in a
hitherto male dominated industry. This was especial-
ly so in remote towns and cities where education
may have paved a way, but there was a noticeable
lack of skill development and awareness. Bhatia
always tells these students, “Dream big! Set your

A

“LET YOUR DREAMS TAKE
FLIGHT, AND NEVER LET
ANYONE CLIP YOUR WINGS.”
KIRAN JAIN

Vice President, Treasurer, WAI

goals high and don't stop till you achieve them!”

Through the Girls in Aviation Day programmes,
WAI members reach out to girls through curated
events held in schools, colleges and mostly at air-
ports in order to provide them a glimpse of an avia-
tion ecosystem.

A mission like this is fuelled by the support of
stakeholders who believe that change is possible
when all forces unite, especially the Union and state
ministries. This year, GIAD programmes are being
celebrated with the support of Delhi International
Airport Ltd., GMR; Airport Authority of India;
Kempegowda International Airport; Cochin
International Airport; Rajiv Gandhi International
Airport, Hyderabad; Thiruvananthapuram
International Airport; Make My Trip; Blue Dart;
Millennium Aerodynamics; Directorate General of
Training, National Skill Training Institute, Ministry of
Skill Development and Entrepreneurship;
Confederation of Indian Industry and Bird Group.

CURATED BOOKLETS

Girls in Aviation Day 2024 celebrations recently cul-
minated at the General Aviation Terminal, IGI Airport
and Chandigarh, Thiruvananthapuram, Agra and
Srinagar Airports. As part of signature merchandise,
WAI presents all students, curated booklets

of career opportunities in aviation.

Forthcoming programmes include Mumbai,
Ladakh, Dehradun, Odisha, Varanasi, Allahabad,
Kanpur, Cochin, Hyderabad, Bangalore, Goa,
Ahmedabad, Lucknow and other stations. WAI
invites stakeholders and corporate entities in avia-
tion to join their endeavours as part of their
Corporate Social Responsibility missions. GIAD pro-
grammes will culminate with a grand awards cere-
mony this November, celebrating the achievements
of women in aviation - “Giving Wings to Dreams”.

Without doubt, when all forces align, magic
happens. And when women progress, a nation
progresses.
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Al PASSENGER
FINDS COCKROACH
IN FLIGHT FOOD

New Delhi, Sept. 28: An Air
India passenger has reported
finding a cockroach in an
omelette served during a flight
from Delhi to New York on
September 17, 2024

The airline acknowledged
the complaint, stating that it
has been raised with the cater-
ing service provider for inves-
tigation.

The passenger, who shared
her experience on X, noted
that her two-yvear-old child had
eaten part of the meal before
they discovered the cockroach,
resulting in food poisoning.
She posted a video and photos
of the food, tagging Air India,
the DGCA, and civil aviation
minister K. Rammohan Naidu.

An Air India spokesperson
expressed concern for the cus-
tomer's experience and ass-
ured that necessary actions
will be taken to prevent future
incidents.
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Debate Erupts Over
Al Panel Reviewing
Fatigue Requests

Move to curb abuse of policy: Airline exec:

it will discourage genuine reporting: Pilots

Our Bureau

New Delhi: A new policy by Air
India where an internal commit-
tee will examine fatigue requests
by pilots and cabin crew has trig-
gered a debate on whether the
step would discourage self-repor-
ting even in genuine cases due to
fear of retribution.

However, a senior airline execu-
tive managing flight operations
said the move was necessary to
curb abuse of the current no-qu-
estion-asked fatiguepolicy. He sa-
id thiswill helpdifferentiate a ge-
nuine issue of fatigue caused by
airline operations from those
due to personal reasons.

The Tata-owned airline, in a
fresh memo issued on Friday, sa-
id it will initially mark all fatigue
calls by pilots as fatigue in the sy-
stem. However, these reports will
be later reviewed by the airline’s
department of flight operations,
cabin crew data and the medical
department. “After further revi-
ew by the department, in case of
unsubstantiated reporting, fati-
gue will be replaced as sick on
crew portal,” read the memo, a
copy of which was seen by ET.

AirIndia’s latest policy mirrors
that of market leader IndiGo
whereallfatiguereportsaremar-
ked as sick. The reports are then
evaluated by a team of flight ope-
rations, and if found to be genui-
ne, the sick leaves are credited
back at a later stage.

People aware of the matter said
Air India’s decision is prompted
by a sharp increase in fatigue re-
ports over the last few months.
Many of these were laterfoundto
be caused by personal problems
rather than professional ones.

“Our new fatigue protocol is a po-
sitive step In preventing fatigue
and is followed by leading airlines
globally. It iscompliant with there-
gulations and is non-punitive. We
will continue to use scientific tools
to protect our crew from potential-
ly fatiguing rosters,” said a spoke-
sperson for Air India.

MIRRORINGINDIG

Al policy mirrors that of
IndiGo where all fatigue
reports are markedas
sick & thenevaluated by
team of flight operations

“A no-question-asked fatigue po-
licy when abused leads to genuine
cases getting overlooked and the
scope to reverse the system. For
instance, if there are multiple re-
ports about a single flight schedu-
le, the system alerts the airline
and that schedule is changed,” sa-
idan Air India official.

The International Civil Avia-
tion Organisation (ICAQ), a Uni-
ted Nations agency for regula-
ting aviation safety, encourages
self-reporting of fatigue by crew.

“Fatigue reports should be ana-
lysed regularly by the Fatigue Sa-
fety Action Group and feedback
provided as appropriate to about
any actions taken, or why no ac-
tion was considered necessary,”
according to ICAQO.

Many senior crew personnel at
AirIndiasaidif theairlinetrans-
parently analyses the data, then
it can lead to forming a fatigue
risk management policy where
the airline can adopt policies and
eliminate flight patterns that re-
sult infatigue.

30 SEPTEMBER 2024
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Boeing strike: Airlines
not panicking just yet

SUKALP SHARMA
Mew Delhi, September 29

TALKS BETWEEM AMERICAN acm
space major Boeing and the union
representing some 33,000 of its
striking workers col-
lapsadon Fridaywithno
further talks scheduled

The key concern
forthe time being, This for Indian carriers

alrlines and industry watchers, the
strike is unlikely to impact the carmi-
ers’ planmed o perations inthe imme-
diate-to-near term The key concern
istheimpact thata potentially long
dravwm-out strike could have ondeliv-
eries over the subse-
guent months and even
the next few years,
There could also be

has left Boeing's cus- isthe impactthata additional headaches

tomerairlines globally —

potentially long-  like inability to acquire

among them India®  drawn-out strike  andholdadditional dots

Akasa Alr and Air India
Express—disconcerted
and anxous to some
degree, though they
may notbe pressingthe
panic button just yet.

The strike over wage mevision,
which hasnow entered its thind week,
has brought to a grinding halt the
production of Boeing's best- selling
737 narrow-body aireratt, which cur
rently havencardy 5, 000 out standing
orders. 5o, how wormied are Alasa Air
and Air India Express, which have
’Jﬂﬁ-}iu\- ] |ﬂr|.g?3’i' MAX sremaft o
order between them?

According to sources in the two

could have an
deliveries in the
long term
jli—————1

due to show capacity
addition, being forcedto
extend leases on older
and bessefficientainoraft
{in Air India Express's
case), and difficulty in
retaining pilots {for Akas Adr).

"Weconstinue to provide technical
stpport and stay inclose contact with
our customers during thistime,” Boe
ing said iInresponse to quUETes.

*The strike at Boring.from a
longer-term perspective, it could
become a problem,” sald a soume at
Alr India Express. "How this playsout
over time 15 something we would be
lockang at_"anAlasadir offical said
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Qatar Airways, EL AL planes
come within 1 minute of
each other over Arabian Sea

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHI, SEFTEMEER 29

INDIA'S AIRCRAFT Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB}isin-
vestigating a serious incident of
“airprox” or aircraft proximity—
aircraft coming closer than the
mandated minimum separation
while airborne—in which two
wide-body aircraft belonging to
Qatar Airways and Israel’s ELAL
were involved. The incident oc-
cumred onMarch 24 at 35000 feet
over the ArabianSeaand thetwo
aircraft came as close as 91 nau-
tical miles, or around oneminute
ofeach other, evenastheregula-
tion separation for the area was
10 munutes.

The AAIB has released a pre-
liminary report withdetails ofthe
incident and the investigation
process, The final investigation re-
portislikely to be released within
a couple of months, per sources
in the know,

Airprox isa situation inwhich
the distance between aircraft as
well as their relative positions and
speed have been such that the
safety ofthe aircraft involved may
havebeen compromised.Itis not
clearyet whether the aircraft in-
volved in this incident were on a
collision course. Airproxincidents
are classified into three cate-
gores—serious risk of collision,
safety of the aircraft may have
been compromised, and no risk
ofcollision.

Although both the aircraft
were not headed to or from India,
the AAIB is conducting the inves-
tigationas the area where the in-
cident occurred falls under the
Mumbai Flight Information
Regions (FIR) where air traffic
services are managed by the
Mumbai air traffic control (ATC).

$ThelndianEXPRESS

INCIDENT OCCURRED ON MARCH 24
INDIA'S AIRCRAFT THE INCIDENT occurred
AccidentInvestigation on March 24at 35,000
Bureauhasreleaseda feet overthe Arabian
preliminary reportwith Sea and the twoaircraft
details of theincident and came asclose as91
the investigation process. nautical miles, or around
Thefinalinvestigation one minute of each other,
reportislikely to be released  evenasthe regulation
within acouple of months, separation for the areawas
persources in the know 10minutes

Whilethe probeisunderway,two  collision. The fact that the alerts

air traffic controllers on duty at
thetimeoftheincident wereoff-
rostered as per the protocolin
such cases and sent forcorrective
raining per sources.

EL AL's Boieng 777-200 air-
craft was operating a scheduled
flight from Israel to Thailand's
capital Bangkok, while the Qatar
Airways Boeing 777-300ER air-
craft was operating a flight from
Dohato Male in the Maldives.

“Both aircraft were on their
designated flight routeand were
at the same flight level F350
(35,000 feet), ELYO81 (EL AL
flight)was following Airway L875
and QTR8E (Qatar Airwaysflight)
was following Airway L8394, The
airway L875 and 1894 intersect
each other at a Waypoint
'‘GOLEM' in Mumbai FIR. The
breach of standard separation
took place between the aircraft,
at waypoint ‘GOLEM' inMumbai
FIR. NOTA/RA alert( alerts gener-
ated by Traffic Collision
Avoidance Systerr, or TCAS) was
generated inaircraft,” the AAIB
noted in a preliminary report on
the incident.

According to experts, the
TCAS alerts are sounded only
when two aircraft come in close
proximity and there is athreat of

were not generated in either air-
craft cockpitcould possibly mean
that while the planes did come
too close for comfort, there was
norisk of collision, a source said,
but added that details will only be
clearonce thefinal probe report is
ouL

The AAIB investigation tearm
has visited the Oceanic Control
Centre, South Subsector—which
handles air traffic in Mumbai
FR—toassess thesituationand to
collect evidence. ATC tapes and
recordings of the automation sys-
termn have been examined, and ini-
tial staterments of various officials
have been recorded,

“Based on the statements, ini-
tial phase of interviews of three
involved ATCOs(air traffic control
officers) have been conducted.
One of the concerned trainee’s
statement was also recorded by
the Investigation team. Another
of the concerned trainee’s state-
ment has beenrecorded by the
Investization team at Delhi” the
preliminary report said on the
progress of the investigation.

The AAIB has also received
documents and data for the two
flights from both theairlines, and
these are being analysed as part
of the probe.

Mon, 3@ September 2024
https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/’
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Restless in Seattle: Boeing workers’ strike has
Indian airlines concerned, but not panicked yet

SUKALP SHARMA
MNEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 2D

TALKS EETWEEN the American
amospace major Boeing and the
union representing some 33 000
af its gribing workers collapsed
Friday with no further negotia-
tions scheduled for the time be-
ing This has left Boeing's cus-
tomer airlines globa ly—among
them India's Akasa Air and Air
India Expres—disconcemed and
amdous tosome degree, athough
they might not be pressing the
panic button justyer

The stribe over wage revision,
which has now entered its third
wedowithouta resolution nsight,
has browvght o a grinding halt the
production of Boeing' s best-sell-
ing 737 narmw-body aircraft,
which curmen ty have neariy 5,000
outstanding orders, Boeing's air-
craft delivery schedules, which
wereaready delbyed duetoother
problems, could be hit further in
the eventola profracied strike

So, how wor fied ane Akasa Air
And Air India Express, which have
300-plus Boeing 737 MAX aircralt
an order between them?

According to sourcesin the fao
airfines and indusry watchers, the
strike is uniikely toimpact thecar-
ners’ planned operations in the
immediate-to-near temm as they

Astrikesign hangs near the entrance o a Boeing prod uction

facility in Renton, Washington. Reurers File
avasuredofarcraftdebvenestll  atarports due to show capacity
the end of thisyear, and theirnet-  addition, being forced o extend
work and capacity expansion  leases on older and less efficient
plansintheshort iermarealready  aincraft {in Air India Express's case )

tuned to that schedule. The key
concemis theimpact that a poten-
tially bong-d ravn-out strikecould
have on arcraftdeliveries over the
subsequient months and even the
nextoow phe of vears, Butany chr-
ity on that front is contingent u pon
the resolution of the strike
Additonal delays could di-
recily hinderthe sdines'capacity
and network expansion plans
over the medium term, sources
indicated. Then there coubd be ad-
chitional head aches like inability o
acquire and hold additional shots

that were o be replaced by the
new jets, and difficulty in retain-
ing pilots who are on the bench
and not released for Mying due o
aircraft d dive ry ddays— mone nel -
evant for Akasa Air

The airlines are in regular
touch with Boeing but with no
real progress in negotiations with
the workers' union, the aircraft
manufacturer has not given the
carriers amy guidanoron the agita-
thon's likely impact on dedivery
timelines, it s leamt

“We know our busness chal-

lenges cause disruption for our
customers and we deeply regret
the mpactan them. We continue
to provide technical support and
stayinclose contactwithour cus-
tomers during this time," Bodng
said in response to The indicm
Express'squenes, Ar India Express
and Akasa Air did not respond 1o
reguests for comments.

"The strike at Bosng is not of
immediabe concern for us as we
are already ahead of our pojpcied
timetines in terms of capacity and
network plans. Of course, from a
longer-term perspective, it could
become a problem il the strke is
not resolved within a reasonable
timeframe and production and
delivenies get delayed signifi-
canthy. We will have o see how
this unfolds,” said a source at Air
India Express, who did not wish
(o be identified.

The Air India group had ar-
dered a total of 190 737 MAX
planes in 202 3, and most of these
dre going o its budeet aidine Ar
India Express, The aifline has al-
ready received 35 aircraft, with
amather 15 expected by theend of
the year. But such prompt dels-
enes have been posible because
50af the 190 sirca it ordenedwerne
“white-tails” or remarketed
planes, which were manufac-
twred for other airlines but re-
mained unsold s the onginal or-

ders were cancelled, Often, air-
fines are guick o buy such aircralt
as they are readily available off the
shell with the manufacturer,
wihile planes manufacturedbased
on their orders can take years to
bedelivered,

The rermauning 140 made-io-
ordier 737 MAN aircraftfior Adrindia
Express were expected to star
Coming insometme nedt year Al
India Express and AlX Connect
{formerdy AirAsialndia ), which is
in the piocess ofbeing menged into
the former, currenty have a com-
bined fleet of BG aircraft, over S0of
which are older Boeing 7375 and
Airbus A320s. By 2028, the
merged Alr India Express aims to
have a fleet of 180 aircraf,

W are not wiormied cumently
Considerng the problems Boeing
has [aced inrecent years, they
Fiave still beengood partmers Dus
For now, we are alright but how
this plays out over Hme 15 some-
thing that we would be looking
at.our patience will depend on
how circum stances evolve,” an
Akasa Airoffidal said, spealingon
thecondition of anonymity.,

Akasa Air, whichordered a io-
tal of 226 Boeng 737 MAX aircraft
through two separateonders, has
receiverd 25 planes andis confident
of twio more deliveriesthis vear

FULLREFORTON
wiwnLindianexpress coim
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Air India Express and AlX Connect operate around
400 flights daily and the ops are set toexpand.

Air India Express,
AlX merger in Oct

IX Connect as well asaidine designator

code 15 will flvinto the pastinthe first

week of Celober asthe mergerofthe no:
frills carrierwith Air India Express becomesa
reality.

“Evervthing s ontrack,” asemor airline
official said earlier this week about the merser
prevecess Chiad bas Deen inpreogness for nearly one
vear, ALK Connect, which was earlier known as
AdrAsia India, will cease to exist after flying for 1l
VEIrs.

The aircraft registered under its Air Operator
Certilicate (ACKC) will b transferred totbe A0C
of Air India Express under the legal merger thai
is to come into effect in the first week of Ociober,
another official said,

Currently, Air India Expressand ALX Connect
operatearound 400 flights daily and the
operations are set to expanc in the coming
mionths, Pl
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‘15" AIRLINE DESIGNATOR CODE TO FLY INTO SUNSET

AIr India Express-AIX Connect
merger in October first week

The merger of Vistara with Air India is scheduled in November

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI/MUMBAL AIX
Connect as well a5 aidine des-
ignator code 15" will fly into the
prast in the firsl week al October
as the merger of the no-frills
carrier with Air India Express
becomes a reality.

ALY Conmnect, which was
earlier known as AirAsia [ndia,
will cease to exist after fying
for 11 years.

The aircralt rzg:islemd
under its Air Operator Cer-
tificte {AOC) will be trans-
ferred 1o the ADC of Air India
Express under the legal merger
that i to come into eifect in the
first week of October, an offi-
cial said.

L'urrunl]y. Air Indis Ltpus
and AIX Connecl operale
around 400 Bights daily and
the operations are sel o expand
in the coming months.

It has a fleet of 88 planes,
inchuting 61 Boeing 737 NG
and MAXs, and 27 A3 cens
and neos.

With the legal mergee, all
fights of ersawhile AIX Con-
nect will be operated with the
airline desynator code of Air
India Expreis — 'IX and the
coude '15" will not be there, the
official said.

Highlights

» Currently, Al Express &
Al Comect operate
around 400 Rights
daily and operafions
are e jo expand in
coming morths

o [t hos a flest of B8
plones, incuding 61
Boeing 737 MHGs and

Maxsy end 27 AJ20
ceod and neos

The aircraft registered under its Air
Operator Certificate (AQC) will be
transferred to the ADC of Air India
Express under the legal merger that is
to come into effect in the first week of
October, an official said

+ With the legal merger,
all fights of erstwhile
Al Comea will be
operated with airline
desiginator code of Air
Indicn Express — T and
the code 15" will not be
there, the official waid

A war room has been
functioning for the ksl three
muomiths o ensure a smooth
meerger as the process involves
multiple stakeholders, includ-
ing lessors and airports, the
alficial sid and added that the
process will also be a template
tor the: Tusture.

Thee e ol Vistara with
Air India, both part of the

Tata Growp, s scheduled in
Movember.

With the m al Air
Inadia prm?iﬂ!ﬁ Con-
oec, there will also be a single
rostering system for the crew
af both carriers, a senior PiJuI
at Air India Express said.

Already, the two airlines
have a écommon website, dis-
tribustion system and customer

care, among others.

In iy 2023, tlse Directar-
ate General of Civil Aviation
[DHGCA) approved ations
of AlX LZ:lnnPec! u:LduI::hr Air
India Express brand. And in
Chetober last fyear, the airline
unveiled a unified brand.

Ower the last many months,
the mlul.l;mljun. process b -
ered various areas, Lnl;lm]i.nﬁ

human resources and flight
network. All said, cerlain chal-
l-mgﬁ. |r.||J1.|.u.|.i.n|5 thoise pertain-
ing lova section of cabin crew of
Air India Express, remain.

I terms of TANPOWET,
thereare around 6,000 eploy-
ees, including 1,500 cockpit
crew. The cabin crew strength,
:in.rJu.rli.nH absoist 108000 from
AlX Connect, will be maore
than 4,000

AirAsia India, that ook
oll asa I:u.dtl;z'l cartier il:li.nIJ].'
owned by Tatas and Malsysias
AirAsia Berhad in 2014, was
rechristened as AIX Connect
in December 2022 I'u||r.rwi.|:|g
the exit of the Malaysian car-
rier fram the veniure.

Air lndia ]i:.pre.\a. which
commenced operations in
05, was earlier deered by the
government and & now a sub-
sidiary of Tata Gmup-wnﬂ!
Air India.

After the name change,
the tails of airerafi of erstwhile
AirAsia India was P.'l.inl.-ed red
and going forward, those tails
will dowly embrace Air lndia
Expresst tail art whose theme
is patterns of India.

And the merger too will
keave a unigue trail of con-
solidation in the fast growing

Indian civil aviation markel
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Al passenger finds cockroach in food
served on Delhi-New York flight

NEW DELHI: An Air India
passenger has complained
of finding a cockroach in an
omelette served onboard the
flight from the national capital
to New York, with the airline
saying the matter has been taken
up with the catering service pro-
vider for further investigation.

“We are aware of a social
media post by a passenger
regarding a foreign object in
the onboard meal offered to
them on Al 101 operating from
DEL to JFK on 17 September
2024, an Air India spokesper-
son said in a statement and also

expressed concern over the inci-
dent. In a post on X, the passen-
ger said a cockroach was found
in the omelette served on the
flight from Delhi to New York.

“My 2 year old finished more
than half of it with me when we
found this. Suffered from food
poisoning as a result,” she said.

The passenger also shared a
short video and pictures of the
food items served during the
flight. She tagged Air India, avi-
ation regulator DGCA and Civil
Aviation Minister K Rammohan
Naidu in the post.

In the statement, the spokes-

person said the airline is con-
cerned about the experience
of the customer in the said
instance and has taken it up
with the catering service pro-
vider to investigate further.
“We will take necessary
actions to prevent any recur-
rence of such instances in
future,” the spokesperson said.
Further, the spokesper-
son said Air India works with
reputed caterers who supply to
leading airlines globally and
have stringent SOPs and mul-
tiple checks to ensure quality of
meals served to the guests. 1l
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Can the 'Tata’s pull oft their aviation plan?

KUSHAN MITRA B NEW DELHI

Al midnight between 11-

12, November Air Vistara
will cease to function as an
ind:ptnd:n[ entity as the
merger of Air India and Air
Vistara will be solemnised.
While it is certain that several
of the ﬁﬂ-p]us aircraft in Alr
Vistaras fleet will continue to
operate in the airlines’ famL_u.Ls
aubergine livery for a few
vears, the Vistara ﬂlgh[ code
UK will be retired and it is
certain that Air India will
ratipnalise routes and services
between the two airlines, a
process that will not be easy.
To be [air, Tata Sons has
already managed an airline
merger, that of the former Air
Asia India and Air India
Express. However, that was
much easier as both airlines
were  low-cost ungl:-cla_-is-
operators, even though they
uptmt:ﬂ] different aireraft,
Air Asia India, the Airbus
A320 and Afr India Express,
the Boeing 737. But as the
leases on older Adrbus aircraft
end, it is likely that the airline
will move to a Sing,lt fleet of
Boeing 737 MAX aircrafi.

Things are much more

complex for the Air India and
Vistara merger even though
there is largely a single-type,
the Airbus A320-family of
aircraft. This 15 because of

different aireraft
configurations as well as
different service and training
standards. Many frequent
flyers, including this writer,
pa:llr_'ulu.rlvl.' on routes out af
Drelhi, Mumbai and
Bengalury are unhappy about
small things like Air Indids
new domestic :.'a[rri.ng
options. On a recent [light
between Delhi and Kochi at
lunchtime, the meal provided
was wholly inadequate with a
sandwich and stuffed bread

roll, unlike Vistara's
continuing  proper  meal
SErvice.

There is no need for aitlines
to offer a meal service, but if
t]'u:}' claim to be ‘full-service’
carriers they should offer a
proper meal or at least offer a
decent ‘Buy on Board' service.
The largest airline in India
does not Erei-:ml to offer “full
service; bul has a "Buyv on
Board' service. However, as a
fr:qu::rll ﬂ];'l:r. 1 L-i:l'.IL'I:II:]‘I.-'
recommend that flyers either
bring their own food onboard
or eal af an airport, no matter
how u-w:rprin:.'rd the latter
oplion is

That said, consolidation of
Air India and Vistara into one
largr aitline i a hug:
opportunity lor Tata Sons and
Indian aviation o d.t"l-'l:lup
India into a prc:l:lrr global

aviation hub an compele

with middle-eastern airlines
such as Emirates and Qatar
Airlines. Particularly as the
Indian diaspora across the
world grows and will travel
back o their home, as well as
growing the international
inbound tourism markel
India is also going to grow
domestic aviation al an
incredible rate with an
estimated 250 million fyers
annually by 2028

But if the merger stalls for any
reason, Tata Sons ought to be
worried as IndiGo which has
built themselves up into a
massive presence in India,
controlling half the domestic
miarkel, will certainly make an
international and premium
passenger play. On the latter
front they have already
announced that they will be
starting a ‘premium’ class
offering from later this winter
as well as a new Frequent
Flyer program ealled “Blu-
Chipl And with an order for
30 new Airbus A3IS0-900
wide-body aircraft and the
Hew Adrbiis AI2IXLR
enlering service next year
IndiGoe  can potentially
threaten Aflr Indias global
expansion plans as well.
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Cockroach in meal shocks
Air India passenger

STAFF REPORTER
NEW DELHI

a shocking mid air
discovery, an Air India
assenger has complained of

finding a cockroach in an
omelette served onboard the
flight from the national Capital
lcr New York, with the airline
ing the matter has been
n up with the catering
service provider for further
investigation. The incident
occurred on flight AT 101 on
September 17, 2024, and was
reported by the passenger on
social media platform X. The
incident has raised concerns
about food safety standard
prompting Air India to review
its catering protocols.
This is the second incident of a
potentially dangerous foreign
object being discovered
passengers in meals served on
Air India flights over the past
four months.
In the statement, the
spokesperson said the airline is
concerned about the
experience of the customer in
the said instance and has taken
it up with the catering service
Emnd;r to investigate further.
Air India works with reputed
caterers who supply to leading
airlines globaﬁ’ and have
stringent SOPs (standard
operating procedures) and
multiple checks to ensure
quality of meals served to our
guests. We are concerned

about the experience of the
customer in the said instance
and have taken it up with our
catering service provider to
investigate it further,” the
spokesperson saild in a
statement.

“We will take necessary actions
to prevent any recurrence of
such instances in future,” the
spokesperson said.

In a post on X, the passenger
said a cockroach was found in
the omelette served on the
flight from Delhi to New York
“My 2 year old finished more
than half of it with me when we
found this. Suffered from food
poisoning as a result,’ she said.
The passenger also shared a
short video and pictures of the
food items served during the
flight. She tagged Air India,
aviation rcgul.itur DGCA and
Civil Aviation Minister K
Rammohan Naidu in the post.
In June, a passenger flying to
San Francisco from Bengaluru
on an Air India flight had
found a blade-like metal piece
in one of the meals served to
him.
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Cockroachin
Al Delhi-NY
flight meal;
kid “falls il

New Delhi: A passenger flv-
ing Air India from Delhi to
New York complained about
a cockroach in her meal on
Sept 17, which led to her two-
yvear-old son falling ill. The
airline said it was investigat-
ing the matter and would
“take necessary actions”.

A post from the X handle
of fwsuyeshasavant said:
“Found a cockroach in the
omelette served to me on the
Al flight from Delhi io New
York. My 2 vear old finished
maore than half of it with me,
when we found this. Suffered
from food poisoning as a re-
ault(sie.).”

The airline said it was
aware of the matter. “Air In-
dia works with reputed cater-
ers who supply to leading air-
lines globally and have strin-
gent SOPs and multiple
checks to ensure quality of
meals served to our guests.
We are concerned about the
experience of the customer
in the said instance and have
taken it up with our catering
service provider to investi-
gate it further We will take
necessary actions.”
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Cockroach
in Al Delhi-NY
flight meal

New Delhi: A passenger fly-
ing Air India from Delhi to
New York complained about a
cockroach in her meal on Sepi
17, which led to her two-year-
old son falling ill. The airline
said it was investigating the
matter and would “take neces-
saryactions’.

A post from the X handleof
suveshasavant said: “Found
a cockroach in the omelette
served to me on the Al flight
from Delhi to New York. My 2-
year-old finished more than
half of it with me, when we
found this. Suffered from food
poisoning asaresult (sic.).”

In a statement, the airline
gaid it was aware of the mat-
ter: “Air India works with re-
puted caterers who supply to
leading airlines globally and
have stringent SOPs and mul-
tiple checks to ensure gquality
of meals served to our guests.
We are concerned about the
experience of the customer in
the said instance and have tak-
en it up with our catering ser-
vice provider to investigate it
further. We will take neces-
sary actions to prevent any re-
currence of such instances in
future.” mn
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5 baby crocs flown
from Bangkok in
bags, 2 flyers held

Ahmed.Alictimesofindia.com

Mumbai: Two Kurla resi-
dents have been arrested for
allegedly smuggling five baby
crocodiles in their baggape
from Bangkok, risking the li-
ves of the baby crocodiles,

Customs officials arres-
ted the two and, under the su-
pervision of wildlife experts,
sent the baby crocodiles back
to Bangkolk.

Earlv Saturday morning,
on suspicion that the two pas-
sengers were carrying some
dutiable contraband/goods,
officials of Air Intelligence
Unit intercepted the two pas-
sengers. The two were identi-
fied as Mohammed Rehan
Madni (41) and Hamza Mans-
uri (30}, On checking the bag-
gageof oneof thetwo, thev fo-
und a surgical mask box kept
on the luggage trolley

While the officials were
interrogating one of them, he
received a call, and it was un-
derstood that a co-passenger
was waliting for him outside
the airport, The officials then
detained both and carried out
athorough check, finding five
reptiles kept in the surgleal
box. The officials then inti-
mated the regional deputy di-
rector; Wildlife Crime Cont-
rol Bureau, Western Region,
at Navi Mumbai. The team in-

SENT BACK BY FLIGHT

timated that they were juve-
nilesof the Caiman Crocodile
(Caiman Crocodylus).
Officials said that the im-
port of live crocodiles regui-
res a licence, which they did
not have, and hence they were
booked. Officials also mentio-
ned that the two accused, who
were sent to judicial custody;
had smuggled the crocodiles
to sell them in the illegal mar-
ket in India, and thev are yet
toarrest the kingpin,
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