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Air India and Delhi airport

begin transshipment trials

—
Angwih Phadnis
Wbl

Alr India and Delhi alrport
are trialling cargo transship-
ment under a pew rule that
witives the requirement o
re-screening during trandit,

The rule, once implemen
ted, wall Iu'||1 Indian airlines
increase boads and tap inta
new markets,

It i= also a |'u:-1iv:g.I enabler
for Indian airposts, which
compete with regional hubs
for traffic,

Currently, all poods that
are transshipped via Indian
airports aeed o be w-rved
(security screened) during
transie

This rule :|F|F||:||.'a 1o dor
mestic cargo as well if there
i% a change in aircraft, This
adds to costs and ground
thme, malc:ir:# Indian pirlines
and a.'ir[mﬂs bass |.'|'|r|1i'u.'li!iw~
im |.:|:|rn;'n.1'i.m1|1 b i'l.'gjl:lrul
pl:l:n.'crs.

Last July, the Bureau of
Civil  Awviation  Security
{BCAS) modified the rbe to
enable transshipment of
goods without re-screening
at the transit point, subject
1o certain condithons.

A source zald trials for

| — ..._‘.""‘ﬁ-\

Treals far cargs trardshipment
harve started with Air India
carrying carga from South
India to Eusrope via Dethi

cargo  transshipment  had
started with Alr India carre-
kg cargor fron South Erdia s
Exrope via Delli.

Alr Indlz and Delhi Inter-
national Adrpart Lad didn'
respond Lo a query,

The BCAS rube requines
the creatbon of transfer cargo
BGI.'L'I.IL"I}' hold area oz mirports
where transber cimgo aid
il shall be stored and pro
tected from unauthorised in
terference through security
control measures.

FASTER CLEARANCE

Dlhi airport has a dedicated
area om the airside to process
transghipment cargo. Estab-
lighed In 2009, the faciliy

will need to be verted by the
BCAS and certified as a regu-
lated agent to enslne seclre
handling of cargo.

“Itisastep inthe aght dic-
ection and will encoura
fn.-i.ghlur operaliond in
nlun!r}-." said "n.":l]u}' Kuistir,
CEQ, Express  Indusiry
Conncil of India,

“Like all rnajur I, we
s emable tail-to-tail
trunsfers {transfer of CArgo
from one pircraft to another)
for all flights on the amp.
High speed cargo screening
machines must be intro-
duced ar abrports for exped-
ed clearances, ™ hve said.

Abrcargo trafic handled ax
Inshian airports increased by
6.2 pér cent on a year-om-
year bais w 3196 million
Eomnnes in FY2026,

Delhi contimies b be the
largest cargo hub,  while
Chenmal umrguda.l the Fast
i grsm'ing .:i:rFu'-rt. record
ing 117 per cent growth in
vl lames.,

Transfer or trunsit cargo
assounts for less than 10 per
cent of India’s overall air
cargo yvolume, and the policy
relaxation isexpected to help
the industry as India aspires
o handle 10 million tomnes
of g casgo by 20300
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PM Modi to inaugurate AP’s
first greenfield airport in July

G Mags Sridhar
Hiydeatad
The urain  THrerna-

tonal Alrport, being  de-
1.'|.'Lrped. hI;-'P'IJm (e | En#iruup
near  Visakhapatnom i
Andhra Pradesh, is all ser to
be inougurated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
According to a senbor offi-
cial, the Prime Minister is ex-
pected to inaugurte the first
greenfiedd airport in Andhra
Pradesh in the third week of
July. A few probable dates
have been suggested to the
Prime Minister's Office for
that week, it is learnr.
Mearnwhile, the ocher
modalities for the function-
ing of the alrport are be
wﬂ.rh‘d oL, e h'lti
A recent order I:q.' the Alr
ports Ecofiomic RL‘EHIDELII‘:"
Aithority of India (AERA)
i'r:,-rrn.il:'lr'd the Bhogapuram
wirport to levy a user devel
opment fee (UDF) of T835
on departing domestic pas-
sengers and T355 on armiving
domestic passengers. Inter-
national passengers will pay
1,255 on departure and
545 on arrival.
‘While the UDF iz on the
higher side compared to

SET FOR TAKE-OFF. in fanuary, an Air india flight from Delhs
anded successhully in Bhogapuram as part of the trial run

other alrportsin the country,
the official snid the compar-
igon s Clmproper’ beciase
Bbogapuram s a  green-
field airport, while others
have been In operation for
IR Y.

CONNECTIVITY PUSH

As the airport is Jocaed
abowit 50 ki from Wi
mthapatnilm r.il‘_\'. the How
ernment s hastening the
construction of 1,1mm|;ti:ng
roads to fucilitate euse of lo-
gistics for travellers and
CArgR.

“As the operations are ex-
pected to commence within
a couple of weeks after the
formal inauguration, case of
travel will be ensured,” the
aiffictal gald.

In Fanuary, an Air Indin
Aight From Delhi landed suc-
ceasfully ar the Bhogaparam
alrpore as part of s maiden
trial rum.
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Bhogapuram airport charges
may be among country’s highest

K. Srinivasa Rao
VIZIANAGARAM

Flying from the upcoming
Bhogapuram  International
Airport of Andhra Pradesh, to
be operated by GMR Airports
Infrastructure Ltd., is likely to
become more expensive, with
passengers required to pay
one of the highest User Deve-
lopment Fees (UDF) among
major airports in the country.
According to representa-
tives of air travellers’ associa-
tions, Visakhapatnam airport
— which will cease operations
once the Bhogapuram airport
becomes functional — current-
ly does not levy any UDF. Pas-
sengers will have to bear not
only higher travel costs to
reach Bhogapuram in Vizia-
nagaram district but also the
additional UDF on both depar-

Aview of the under-construction airport at Bhogapuram. FILE PHOTO

ture and arrival. The Airports
Economic Regulatory Authori-
ty of India (AERA) has ap-
proved a UDF of 835 for de-
parting domestic passengers
and %355 for arriving domestic
passengers at the airport.

For international travellers,
the fee has been fixed at 1,255
for departures and ¥545 for ar-
rivals. GMR-operated airport

in Hyderabad charges ¥750 as
UDF for departing domestic
passengers and 1,500 for de-
parting international passen-
gers, but does not levy any
UDF on arriving passengers.
Asked about the wide varia-
tion in UDF, a GMR spokesper-
son said that the charges were
fixed in accordance with AE-
RA’s recommendations.
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Airport operators say airline fee
relief has outlived its purpose

atnshek wgbeemin com
NEW DELHI

Towrs oo aergesd e pover-

menl to discontine the
tempurary relief on airine
Claarpes, warming it Bt ber
ekl rnsdo wilk sy airport
fimances and constraininyest
mrenils b capacily expansion
ol

Thestemmpwirry' Gkl el was
btrocloced aftes the Wesi Asia
war pruslssd ugrairlioes operl -
g crsdls dlue Do risio el foel
prices. With thise presssires
mioay s, alrport ope o
say there i e justificatbon
Tor exte nding the concession,
i i wonhd “Emgeact sustaing-
bty aunl Habvire infrastrscione
devebpiments™

Thee Assoaciatbon of Privide
Afrporl Operators (Agsaal,
which reprisenis H puliic-
prrivale prtiership airports,
warned that extending the
Uherew-maaith cul in landing
amid parking charges would
reduce regulator-approved
revermbes, st cash Oowsael
hampeer investiments in new
terminals, nurwaysand other

| i i e i rport igera-

Entenaion would hurt finances
and expansion, said Apao. e

infrisiracture

Minnd heis seen a copy of e
L5 Juser et e, sigmiesl by Apac
sy proeral Satan Navar.
Adrports usder te assteiatinn
imchule those operated by
Auclani, GAIR Airpiits, Zurich
Abrpoart Internatiooal AL, aml
Bangabore Infermational Air-
ol “Thae reopsstitieal @ovi-
romaend hassiabilinesd consind -
1'|'.Jl|l_-..umh'|:|w:|ili||u:.||.|'1'|.-.r
silating suppon larve sbstan-
tEally easasl” Nayar wrobe i his
letrer addresseed Lo civl asia-
lion sscretary Samir Ruer
Sinha. “In these cirowmsian-
v eonilinaation af U con-

cesabon bemyondl thie originally
stipallated period would no
longer e justilied "

Sayar unged the Centre (o
It thvie Ry peliced Toe it
limes lugise: ax seheeluded an 7
July and restore the tarill
Mrammework approved by the
Adrpuorts Ecvmoinic Regqukalory
Authority LAeral. “Prolismgding
U concessdon extended o the
abrlEnes woudd Jead 1o uneler-
recovery ol Arm-approved
CEVERILE requirements,
impacting linancial sustsina-
Lxiligy samel Ml ilmstoc e
dew elopument,” Navar wnle

He said mewly comimis-
sl arports “recjuine regu-
Labusry stalaility aned preslietable
cash fhows for operational sa-
liilization and kng-lerm via-
bibiey, ™ b werote, acding that
withdbmmal of doncessions
vkl “ersure exuitable treat-
ment of stakeholders™ while
proteciing the “financial
health™ of the aviation ssclor.

Ny wins ml imosediately
availabde lor commenis Qe
s emmailed 1o the civil avia-
tiom ministey remained unan-
syveresl Ll peress Gine.

For i etfended persion of
s iy, g fo Divermbil oo,
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NCR’s third ai

§ LALITHA @ New Delhi

LOCATED just 30 km from Del-
hi, the Hindon airport in Ghaz-
iabad remains seversly unuti-
lised. The airfield, owned by
the Indian Air Force, does not
permit operations after sunset
and this imposes severe restrie-
tions on airlines.

To address this issue, Hindon
airport has begun exploring
the possibility of carrving out
mixed operations here with the
Airports Anthority of India
(AAT) supplementing the ongo-
ing operations along with the
Defence depariment, said air-
port sources. Apart from the
night resiriction, the presence
of just two parking bayvs for
planes iz a long standing botile-
neck here. The AAT began tak-
ing care of the operational as-
pects here from October 11,
2019, largely to kick-start the
UDAAN operations. Only two
airlines operate between seven
amd eight flights on a daily ba-
sis from this airport, built at a
cost of $46.6 crore.

An airport source said, “The
possibility is being explored if
the airport can be kept open af-
ter dark with the AAT's Air
Traffic Control overseeing the
airport after dark. The JAF said
they have a shortage of person-
nel to keep the airport open
post sunset. Discussiohs are on

in this connection so that the

airport can be better utilised
for it is in a prime location for
residents of Western Uttar
Pradesh and is easily accessi-
ble for residents of Delhi too.”

The airport has a reduced pa-
tronage after Air India Express
pulled out its operations from
March 30. Star Air operates to
Nanded, Adampur and Mundra
but has dropped Keshod. Indi-
Go operates to Navi Mumbai,
Bengaluru, Chennai, Varanasi
and Kolkata

Adrport Director Chilaka Ma-
hesh told this reporter, “We are
looking at increasing the exist-
ing two parking bays to six and
multiple rounds of talks have
been held by the airport author-
ities along with the Defence de-
partment. The IAF has agreed
to give us the 270m x230 m plot
of land we require to expand
our parking space. A survey
was conducted and our require-
ment submitted to them.”

rport planning bigger operations

Trainee pilot crash-lands
aircraft on empty highway

5 LALITHA @ New Delf

A woman frainee pilot escaped with mi-
nor injuries after the Cessna aircraft she
was flying crash-landed on an under<on-
struction highway in Uttar Pradesh’s Kas-
ganj district on Monday The incident, in-
volving a trainee of Aligarh-based Chetak
Awiation, is the second such case involv-
ing a flying school trainee in four days.
The Directorate General of Civil Aviation
has launched an investigation.

The trainee, identified as Kainat, was
flying solo in a Cessna 152 aircraft (VT-
AFB) when the incident occurred. She
sustained minor injuries to her hands and
was discharged after receiving treatment
at a nearby hospital.

According to Chetak Aviation, Kainat
took off from Aligarh at 1.05 pm for a solo
training sortie and was practising aerial
manceuvres when the aircraft crash-land-
ed around 3 pm. She immediately in-
formed the flying school, which alerted
the local police.

A representative from the Chetak Avia-
tion. told this newspaper, "Kainat has
been training for over a vear and has suf-
ficient flying hours to operate on her own.
She took off at 1.05 pm from the air strip
at Aligarh and had been practicing differ-
ent moves in the air. The incident oc-
curred at Kasgamj by 3 pm."”

Alrcraft crash-landed an
an under-constroction
highway in UP on Monda:

Pilot was flying
Cessna 152

The DGCA sald in a
statement that the
pllot was flying a
Cessna 152 alroraft
operated by Chetak
Aviation. “5he s
reported to be safe.
DGCA Is investigating
the matter.” [t sakd.
Photos and videos ol
thie accldent reveal
that the abrcraft has
skid off the ompty
highway still being
completed.
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Mavi Mumbai airport included
in list of immigration posts
Mew Delht The newly built MNavi
Mumbai airport has been includ-
edin the listof immigmtion posts
forentry and exitinand out of
the country as the government
on Monday amended the Union
Home Minkstry's notification
issued on September 1, 2025 na
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Instructor derostered, flight grounded after trainee pilot injured

Neha LM Tripathi

Meha tripathi@htlive com

NEW DELHI: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
on Sunday said it derostered the
flying instructor and grounded
the aircraft after a trainee pilot
was injured at Kanpur's Chakeri
airport during night instruc-

tional flying on Friday.

“0On 26.06.2026 Garg Aviation
(FTO) twin engine Tecnam
P2006T aircraft VI-NBV was
engaged in night instructional
flying at Kanpur (Chakeri) Air-
port. A flight instructor and a
cadet were on board the aircraft.
After landing, the trainee pilot
deboarded the aircraft with the

engine running.

The cadet received injuries in
her back due to being hit by the
running propeller,” the civil avi-
ation regulator said in a state-
ment.

“She is admitted to a hospital
in Kanpur. The involved
instructor has been off rostered
from the flying training duties

pending investigation. Further,
DGCA has directed for no utilisa-
tion of the aircraft involved in
the occurrence pending investi-
gation. DGCA is investigating the
matter,” the DGCA said.
Captain Rajeev Bhalla, Garg
aviation's safety manager said,
“We are in the process of estab-

lishing the precise sequence of

events that led the trainee pilot
to attempt to exit the aircraft
before ensuring that both
engines had been shut down...
SOPs require that both engines
must be completely shut down
before any pilot exits the aircraft.
This is one of the most funda-
mental safety practices taught
from the beginning of training.”
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Tramer aircraft crash-lands in UP; pilot safe

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

A trainer aircraft crash-
landed in a field in Kasganij,
Uttar Pradesh, and the 28-
year-old lady trainee pilot
who operated the plane is
safe, according to aviation
watchdog Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA). The DGCA is investi-
gating the incident.
“Chetak Aviation Cessna
152 aircraft VT-AFB engaged in
solo flying at Aligarh has
crash landed in a field in
Kasganj.She (trainee pilot) is
reported to be safe,” the reg-
ulator said in a statement.
According to DGCA, Chetak
Aviation has informed that
the aircraft landed on the side
of the e-way and the pilot is

safe and unharmed. Cessna
152 is a single-engine, two-
seater aircraft that is mainly
used for training activities.
Further details could not be
immediately ascertained.

The occurrence on
Monday is at least the second
incident involving a trainer
aircraft that has happened in
Uttar Pradesh in the last
four days. On June 26, a

trainee pilot sustained
injuries after being hit by a
running propeller of a trainer
aircraft at the Kanpur airport.

The incident occurred
after the trainee pilot
deboarded the twin-engine
Tecnam P2006T aircraft VT-
NBV, and the instructor con-
cerned has been derostered
from flying training duties
pending investigation, DGCA

said on Sunday. The regula-
tor is investigating the inci-
dent. The aircraft, belonging
to Garg Aviation, a flying
training organisation, was
engaged in night instruc-
tional flying at the Kanpur
(Chakeri) airport.

“A flight instructor and a
cadet were on board the air-
craft. After landing, the
trainee pilot deboarded the
aircraft with the engine
running. The cadet received
injuries in her back due (to
being) hit by the running pro-
peller. She is admitted to a
hospital in Kanpur,” DGCA
had said in a statement.

Following the incident, the
watchdog also issued direc-
tions that the aircraft con-
cerned should not be utilised
pending investigation.
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Air India ‘Easy Connect’

Alr India haslaunched ‘Easy Connect’ flights, with
Amiitsar armongupeoming cities benefiting from
seamless domesticintemational connectivity.
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