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K’ #AAl reaffirming its commitment to advancing KIFpoFE
© Infrastructure, has entered into a Endmark Memorandum

of Understanding with the @IAF_MCCn and @UPGovn.
This strategic #Mall facilitates the transfer of 42.14 Acres of
land from the #AF to #AAl for the development of a
state-of-the-art Mew Terminal Building at
#GorakhpurAirport [@aaigopairport
This collaborative agreement marks a significant step
towards strengthening Air Connectivity across Eastern Uttar
Pradesh, promising enhanced Passenger Experience and
greater Regional Accessibility.
Airports Authority of India

FAAL Dfficial
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AAl undertakes emergency
preparedness exercise

In the wake of the recent plane crash in
Ahmedabad, the Airports Authority of India
carried out a full-scale emergency preparedness
exercise on Saturday at the Chennai airport. As
part of the periodic testing of the ‘Airport
Emergency Plan’, the exercise was carried out
with the aim of examining the airport’s
preparedness and coordination efforts between
various agencies when a major aircraft accident
occurs within the airport’s vicinity, according to a
press release. During the drill, they simulated the
crash of a commercial aircraft with 50 passengers
and five crew members, shortly after take-off,
and its effect on the location close to the airport.
Following a distress call received by Air Trafhc
Control, fire tower was alerted, and emergency
response protocol triggered.
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CISF organises
workshop on
airport security

D||nrtlnu express views during
the workshop MPOAT
NARESH BISWANI

NEW DELHI: As a signifi-
cant move towards improving
airport security and making
air travel more convenlent for
passengers, the Central Indus-
trial Security Force (CISF)
conducted # high-level “Fune-
tonal Warkshop of Airport
Sector”™ on Friday al fts Adr-
port Seclor Headquarters, New
Delhi

The workshop had the par-
tcipation of senior officials
from the Ministry of Civil
Aviation, Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA),
Bureau of Civil Aviation Secu-
rity (BCAS), Adrport Author-
ity of India (AATL), Bureau of
Immigration, Delhi Police,
Spectal Protecon Group,
MNational Security Guard,
DIAL, and major carriers like
Alr India Express and Indigo.

The 'hr{:lrkshup wugh!
ter tackle the changing secu-
rity issues in the aviation
industry and underlined the
importance ol smart, holistic
solutions that strike a balance
between security and passen-
ger convenience.

All discussions centred
around employing cutting-
edge t:dmuEgy}.EEh s lg;clg:d
recognition, automatic num-
ber plate recognition, bio-
mielric access, and artificial
intellipence to automate secu-
ity processes, alleviate con-
gestion, and enhance response
Lime,

VIP securily measures and
anti-drone I:r.r_g.m.rlugle_-. were
alu highlighted, with the focus
on a layered defence paradigm
guaranteeing lop-notch seci-
rity without inter{ering with
atrport functioning,

The workshop emphasised
the need f{or enhanced pas-
Er:Ecr grievance mechanisms

:.]_deli Tesponse systems,
humane stafl conduct, and
tmmediate resolution through
channels such as AlrSewa
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CISF charts reforms to make air travel safer and smoother

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
New Delhi

expect smoother security

checks, faster entry and
more responsive staff interac-
tions as the Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF) unveiled
a host of forward-looking
reforms at a high-level work-
shop held in Delhi, officers said
on Saturday.

The initiatives include bio-
metric-based airport entry,
Al-driven threat detection,
joint training for all airport
staff, improved VIP security
protocols, and quicker resolu-
tion of passenger grievances.

The ‘Punctional Workshop
of Airport Sector, hosted at the
CISF  Airport  Sector
Headquarters, brought togeth-
er top security and aviation
stakeholders — including offi-
cials from the Ministry of
Civil Aviation {(MOCA),
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), Bureau of
Civil Aviation Security
(BCAS), Airport Authority of

Indian air travellers can

India (AAIL), Delhi Police,
Bureau of Immigration (BOI),
Special Protection Group
(SPG), National Security
Guard (NSG), Delhi
International Airport Limited
(DIAL) and representatives
from major airlines like Air
India Express and Indigo

One of the biggest take-
aways was the push for facial
recognition-based Airport
Entry Passes (Biometric AEPs),
integrated with CCTVs,
Automatic Number Plate
Recognition (ANFR), and Fast
Tag access — aimed at
reducing waiting time for pas-
sengers and enhancing
perimeter security.

The workshop also stressed
Al-driven risk assessment,
with emphasis on using
advanced data analytics to
detect threats before they esca-
late. CISF officials highlighted
that technology would be used
“mindfully” — prioritising
passenger convenience without
compromising safety.

Unified training across air-
port stakeholders was another

critical area. CISF plans to roll
out joint exercises, standard-
ized SOPs and more Aviation

Security Training Institutes
(ASTIs) in smaller cities to

frvimsd

-

ensure consistent passenger
experience nationwide.
To address VIP and high-
rofile security concerns, new
ayered protection protocols

Functiona! Workshop

and anti-drone strategies were
discussed. At the same time,
these measures aim to cause
minimal disruption to gener-
al airport functioning.

The Passenger Grievance
Redressal Mechanism received
renewed focus, with calls for
faster, more empathetic han-
dling of complaints. Agencies
agreed to leverage platforms
like AirSewa and internal coor-
dination to make grievance
handling more responsive and
transparent.

Senior CISF officials, includ-
ing Special DG Praveer
Ranjan, IG Vijay Prakash and
IG Jose Mohan, emphasised
the need for seamless inter-
agency coordination, continu-
ous knowledge-sharing, and
adapting to emerging global
threats. DGCA chief Faiz
Ahmed Kidwai added that
collaboration among regula-
tors, operators, and security
agencies is vital to create a pas-
senger-friendly and secure
environment.

The workshop, officials
noted, is a starting point for an
ongoing transformation in
how airport security is man-
aged — with the passenger

laced firmly at the centre of
future reforms.
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Agencies plan integrating facial recognition,
CCTYV feed for faster security checks at airports

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

irport security and
Aadm‘mistration authori-

ties are mulling integra-
tion of facial recognition tech-
nology and CCTV for staffers
apart from deploying other
technology tools for faster secu-
rity checks and reducing queues
at these facilities.

These measures along with
synchronising automatic num-
ber plate recognition and
FASTag for vehicles was dis-
cussed during a “functional
workshop of airport sector”
organised by the Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF)

in Delhi on June 27.

The CISF is the national civil
aviation security force and it has
69 airports of the country under
its cover at present.

Officials from the ministry of

civil aviation, Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security (BCAS),
Airport Authority of India
(AAI), Bureau of Immigration
(BOI), Delhi International
Airport Ltd (DIAL), Special
Protection Group (5PG}),
National Security Guard (SPG),
Delhi Police, Air India Express
and Indigo airlines apart form
chief security officers of 69
civil airports guarded by the

CISF attended the day-long
event, a force spokesperson
said. "This workshop focused
on making airport security not
just stronger, but also more
efficient and passenger-friend-
ly” he said. The spokesperson
said discussions revolved
around integrating facial recog-
nition with airport entry pass-
es (biometric) and CCTVs,
along with automatic number
plate recognition and FASTag
integration for vehicles.

“This means potentially faster
entry into the airport and quick-
er processing at security check-
points, reducing queues and
wait times.

Digitised standard operat-

ing procedures (SOPs) will also
lead to smarter and quicker
responses to any security con-
cerns,” he said.

Airport entry passes are
essentially issued by the BCAS
to a variety of staffers who
work in the airport and the CISF
is mandated to check their IDs
upon entry and exit.

Officials said integrating the
airport entry passes with facial
recognition system will reduce
queues at a number of airports
where staffers and passengers
use the same gate for entry lead-
ing to confrontation sometimes
as travellers question the delay
in granting them entry into the
facility for catching a flight.
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80% domestic passengers expected to use DigiYatra by 2028’

DEEPAK PATEL
Mew Delhi, 29 june

The Digivatra Foundation expects nearly
80 per cent of domestic alr travellers in
India to use its facial recognition-based
airport checkin app by 2028, up from the
current dally usage of 30-35 per cent,
chief executive officer, Suresh
Khadakbhavi {pictured), told
Business Standard.

“Maybe, language is a barrier and that
will be addressed as we make our app
compatible with various languages™
he said. Currently, the app is available
only in English.

However, five additional languages —
Hindi, Bengali, Tamil. Marathi and Kan-
nada — will be introduced by July

"Right now, we are testing them. By
July, users can choose either of the six
languages,” Khadakbhavi said. Over time,

the app aims to support all 22 constitu-
tonally recognised Indian languages.
The app. which allows passengars to ver-
ify their identity using facial recognition
instead of physical documents, currently
accepts only Aadhaar for enrolment.
That is set to change.

"You can’t enrol on DigiYatra using
yvour driving licence right now. We
are conducting user acceptance tests
(UAT) for it. We are adding that. Ina
maonth, you will be able to enrol not
just on the basis of an Aadhaar card,
but also on your driving licence,”
he said.

DigiYatrais curremb_.' oper-
ational at 24 3
with plansto Expandm
41 airports by March
2026, he said. "Cur-
rently, 30-35 per
cent of all do-

mestic passengers per day are using the
DigiYatra app. We aim to take this
number to 70-80 per cent by 20287 he
said. The foundation is also planning a
pilot project for interna-
tional use of the app. "We
were targeting the an-

. nual general meeting
' ofthe International Air
| Transport Association,
\ which took place be-
tween June 1 and June

3 in Delhi. We wanted to
‘ do at least one PoC {proof
of concept) by that
time. However,
we were not
able to do
it,” he said.
T h e
pilotwoul-

d involve

e-passport-hased credential verification
for foreign expatriates who travel fre-
quently within India.

“The pilot project will be for expats
who work out of India, and travel within
India. They can verify themselves using
e-passporis and then use DigiYatra for
domestic travel,” e said. If suceessful, it
could pave the way for the use of Di-
gi¥atra on intermnational flights as well.

"Discussions are underway with
muliiple countries,” he added.

"We are holding primary discussions
in countries of various regions — the
West Acgia is one, Europe and Morth
Ametica are others. As yer, nothing has
been put on paper... If we find a country
ready then this pilot study can happenin
the next six months.” he said.

Looking beyond airports, the founda-
tlon Is also eyelng an integration of Di-
gi¥atra with hotel check-in processes. "1

am expecting that in the next year, we
could have them on our app. [ am expect-
ing, but it may or may not,” he sald.

However, this would require policy-
level interventions. “Today, a hotel can
accept four or five [Ds including Aadhaar
card and PAN card as valid proofs. We
want Digi Yatra to be added to that list.
Once that happensat the policy level, we
are sorted,” Khadakbhavi said.

"If Digi¥atra can be used for such a
sensitive thing as air travel where the
perception of threat s higher, then why
can't it be used at any place, like checking
into a hotel, where your identity needs to
bevalidated?” he asked. "Verifying your
credentials through our app will be eas-
ier, less time-consuming, and more pri-
vacy-preserving than giving your ID card
to the reception staff, who then take a
photo or print a copy of that,” he said.

Onee the necessary policy changes
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Hyderabad airport
ranks 4th globally

Hyderabad: Hyderabad's
Rajiv Gandhi International
Airport (RGIA) has been
ranked the fourth fastest-
growing airport in the world,
based on a year-on-year seat
capacity comparison
between May 2024 and May
2025. According to global
aviation data, RGIA recorded
a 25.6% surge in scheduled
seats, with over 1.66 million
seats booked in May 2025.
The ranking reflects the air-
port's expanding domestic
and international connectivi-
ty, as well as its growing
importance as a major avia-
tion hub in South Asia.
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Nimhans' polytrauma unit near KIA gets centralnod

BENGALURU, DHNS

Bengaluru is set to receive
an upgrade in its emergency
medical infrastructure with
the Union government’s ap-
proval fora 300-bed polytrau-
ma unit of the National Insti-
tute of Mental Health and
Neurosciences (Nimhans)
near the Kempegowda Inter-
national Airport (KIA).

The project, estimated at
Rs 498 crore, aims to provide
critical, life-saving care to
accidentvictims.

The crucial nod came from
the Department of Expendi-
tureinthe Ministryof Finance

on Friday, coinciding with the
Kempegowda Jayanti celebra-
tionsin Bengaluru.

Welcoming the develop-
ment, Bangalore South MP
Tejasvi Surya said, “The es-
tablishment of a polytrauma
centre close totheairport will
help in providing emergency
relief to accident victims. It
is vital that accident victims
receive critical care during
the Golden Hour, and this
centreis an important step in
reducing fatality and saving
thousands oflives.”

The World Health Organi-
sation has projected thatroad
traffic accidents will become

thefifthleading cause of death
by 2030. In India, in 2022,
there were 4,61,312road acci-
dents, claiming 1,68,491 lives

andinjuring4,43 366people

This marked an increase of
11.9% in accidents and 9.4%
in fatalities compared to the
previous year.

The facility, tobe builton 39
acres allotted in Kyalasana-
halliin 2012-13, isdeemed cru-
cial given the highincidence of
road traffic accidents, a lead-
ing cause of death and injury
in the country.

With in-principal approval
now secured, final clearance
from the Union Health Min-
istry is expected soon, paving
the way for the operational-
isation of this vital regional
emergency care unit.
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CISF plans to integrate airport staff
passes with facial tech and FASTags

Jagriti Chandra
NEW DELHI

A multi-stakeholder meet-
ing on airport security held
this week discussed ways
to mitigate “insider threat”
by integrating entry passes
issued to airport, airline,
and ground-handling staff
with facial technology, and
their vehicle’s high securi-
ty number plate and radio
frequency identification-
enabled FASTag used for
collecting toll tax.

Such a move would ena-
ble “faster entry into the
airport and quicker pro-
cessing at security check-
points. Digitised standard
operating procedures will
also lead to smarter and
quicker responses to any
security concerns,” a press
statement issued by the
Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF) on Saturday
said.

Such an integration of
airport entry passes (AEPS)
used by security, airport,
airline and ground han-

EF

Security vision: The move to link airport entry passes of staff will
help in curbing ‘insider threat’. VELANKANNI RAJ B,

dling staft, among others,
for accessing airports will
help in curbing “insider
threat”, Inspector General
of CISF (Airport Sector), Vi-
jay Prakash, told The Hin-
du. This was required as
employees left their vehi-
cles in parking area for
long hours, allowing scope
for misuse by miscreants
who were not AEP holders
or bona fide staft, the offi-
cial said.

There were delibera-
tions on the integration of

Artificial Intelligence in da-
ta analysis for gaining in-
sights and anticipating se-
curity risks, the statement
added.

These issues were dis-
cussed at a CISF workshop
on Friday, attended by its
senior officials, security
chiefs from 69 airports,
and representatives of the
Civil Aviation Ministry, Di-
rectorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), Bureau of
Civil Aviation Security
(BCAS), and the Airports

Authority of India. The
agencies that were present
included the Delhi Police,
the Bureau of Immigration,
the Special Protection
Group, and the National
Security Guard. There
were also representatives
from the Delhi Internation-
al Airport Limited, and air-
lines, including Air India
Express and IndiGo.

There was also a sugges-
tion to ensure a zoning sys-
tem for AEP holders, so
that if someone was per-
mitted access to only cer-
tain part of airports, in-
cluding the arrival hall,
they could be restricted
from going beyond that
area with the help of tech-
nology along the lines of
RFID (radio frequency
identification), which
could set off an alarm.

BCAS, the aviation se-
curity watchdog, issues
AEPs for aviation person-
nel who need to access the
airport, as well as salesper-
sons at retail outlets and
restaurants inside airports.
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‘Digi Yatra to expand to 41 airports this yr’

MEW DELHI

igi Yatra, the app that
D allows domestic pas-

sengers fast airport
entry and boarding, is looking
tovexpand to over H AIFHERELy
the end of 2025. Currently,
Digi Yatra can be used at 24
airports, including metro air-
ports like Delhi, Mumbai, Ben-
galuru and Hyderabad.

"We are awaiting launch at
four moreairports, and in the
next three to six months, Digi
Yatra will go live at I3 more air-
ponts. Upeoming new airports
like Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport and Noids Inter-
national Airport will go live
with Digi Yatra directly,” said
Suresh Khadakbhavi, chief
executive officer (CEO) ofthe
Digi Yatra Foundation, in an
interview.

Launched in December
2022, Digi Yatra has a user-
base of over 14 million now.
Theservicesare currently live
at edzht private and 16 Alrports
Authority of India-operated
airports.

The Digi Yatra CECQ said
that there are 25 000-30,000
new enrol ments every day.

“We've enabled over 60

Digi Yatra Foundation CEO Suresh Khadakbhavi sakd there are
25,000-30,000 new enrolments every day for the service.

million journeys so farand by

ol e-passport services for

the end of 2025, the use base | Indian nationals. The e-pass-
will be around 20 million. The | ports are enabled with a chip
adaption  rate averages | withbiometric details.
between 30% and Digi Yaira is
35%acrossIndian - Digi Yatraservices currently being
airports,” said  are currently live tested  with
Ehadakbhavi. ateightprivate  ©passport enrol-

In the coming and 16 Airports ment, which will
few months, Digi Authority of also enable for-
Yatra servicesare ndia-o ted eign nationals to
expected to he : pesa use the services.
expranded for for- airports Currently. only
eign nationals as Indian nationals
well. Thisexpan- can enroll for the
sion will be based on the back | services through their Aad-
of aroll-out of e-passport ser- | haar card, driving license or
vices. On 24 June the govern- | voter 1D card,

ment announced the roll-out

“For example, a foreign citi-

zen working out of India can
enroll on Digi Yatra by using
their e-passport credentials,
Just like Indian nationals, for-
eign nationals will be able to
use the services for domestic
flights,” said Khadakbhavi

The Digi Yatra Foundation
is in talks with the Inferna-
tional Civil Aviation Organiza-
tion (Icao) to sign an agree-
ment for the same, Aflter the
agreement, there will be
access to verify data with
ICALYs Public Key Directory
(PRD), which would enable a
secure exchange of crypto-
graphic kevs related to e-pass-

5

Khadakbhavi islookingata
timeline of three months o
implement the rollout.

While Digi Yatra will be
expanded for foreign nationals
taking domestic flights, ena-
bling this for international
fights looks difficult for the
moment, Khadakbhavi said.
With the imolvement of mul-
tiple stakeholders like the
ministry of external affairs, the
Bureau of Immigration and
the ministry of home affairs,
enabling such services is a
tricky thing, as per the Digi
Yatra CEQ.

For an extended version of
thiz story, gofolivemint.oom.
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Aerocity guard robbed by fake policemen, all
hours: IGIA Police

accused nabbed within 24

PRAIYOT DEOGHARE

NEW DELHI: The IGI Air-
port Police team has arrested
three graduates impersonat-
ing as Delhi Police officials and
robbing a motoreycle from the
security guard of Aerocity.

The police were informed
about the incident threugh a
complaint registered at the IGI
Adrport Police Station,

The accused were identified
as Garvit Sharma alias Sunny
(25), a resident of Palam Vil-
lage, Delhi, Prashant Kumar
{22}, a resident of Dashrath-
puri, Delhi and Aniket (23),
a resident of Kishangarh
Village, Delhi.

According tothe police, the
incident look place on the eve-
ning of June 26, and within 24
hours, all three accused were

rehended and the stolen
vehicle recovered, thanks to

coordinated field efforts and
meticulows CCTV survelllance.

The victim, Amarpal Singh,
a 47-year-old security guard
cmpluyl:d at Aerocily, was
stopped near the Mahipalpur
underpass by three men on a
Bajaj Enticer motorcycle.

The accused claimed to be
policeman and accused him
of rash driving. When Singh

asked for their IDs, he was
slapped and his motoreyele,
a Hero Splendor, was forcibly
taken. The accused then fled
the scene. Based on Singhk
complaint, an FIR was reg-
istered at IGI Airport Palice
Station, and three dedicated
teams were deployed under
the supervision of senior offi-
cers, including Inspector Sumit

CLOSER LOOK

» Accused deimed o be
policeman and accused
him ef rash driving

» When Singh asked
for their D=, he was
slapped and his bike
wers fordbly teken

» ‘Aeased hetched the
plan under the influence
af aleshal for a thill

and ACP IGI Airport.

Despite the lack of imme-
diate leads from initial CCTV
footage, investigators traced
the trail using over 250 sur-
veillance cameras spread
across Palam, Airport, and
Vasant Kunj routes.

A breakthrough came
when the registration num-
ber of the suspects’ motorcycle

was identified. The registered
owner, Siddharth of Shakar-
pur, was traced bait later ruled
Oul as 8 suspect.

He revealed that the bike
was lent to Garvit Sharma,
leading to Sharmas arrest from
Palam. His confession led to
the arrests of his accomplices,
Aniket from Kjahanga:h and
Prashant from Dashrathpuri.

The accused admitted to
hatching the plan under the
influence of alcohol for a thrill.
They [EI'EC'LHJ. the victim al ran-
dom, posing as policemen. The
stolen Splrndur and the Bajaj
Enticer used in the crime were
recovered on their instance.

The arrested individo-
als were identified as Gar-
vit Sharma, a BCA gmduah:,
Prashant Kumar, a B.Tech
Hraduatc, and Aniket, an
MCA graduate. Investigation
in the case is ongoing.
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MP pushes for Malda airport,
writesto civil aviation minister

Theproposed airportwould serve ascatalystfortrade, tourism, and regional development, said MP Murmu

S ' Zf—"

MANAS R BANNERIEE

SILGURE 2B JUNE

he long-standing
demand for air con-
nectivity in Malda
district has gained
fresh momentum with Malda
Uttar MP Khagen Murmu
formally requesting the Centre
to initiate steps for setting
up a full-fledged airport in
the region. In a letter dated
26 June addressed to civil
aviation minister Kinjarapu
Ram Mohan Naidu, Murmu
highlighted Malda's strategic
location, its economic poten-
tial, and the urgent need to
bring the district under the
national aviation map.
Murmu, who also serves
onthe parliamentary standing
committee on railways,
stressed that despite being
asensitive international bor-
der district—sharing a 165-
kilometre stretch with
Bangladesh—Malda contin-
ues to remain isolated from
the air network. The nearest
functional airports are in
Bagdogra, nearly 240 km
away, and Kolkata, about
325km from the district head-
quarters in English Bazaar.
Heargued that the absence
ofair connectivity adversely
affects emergency medical
services, border area surveil-

lance, trade logistics, and
investment opportunities.
TheMP also cited the impor-
tance of the district in terms
of national security, especially
forrapid deployment of per-
sonnel during emergencies
and border-related contin-
gencies.

Referring to the revised
UDAN 2.0 scheme announced
in the Union Budget 2025—
which envisions the devel-
opmentof 120 new air routes
across underserved and
remote regions—Murmu
urged the Centre to include
Malda asa priority destination.
“Malda fully meets the
scheme's objectives, being
a backward and sensitive
border districtwith no oper-
ational airport,” the MP wrote
in his appeal.

Murmu emphasised the

district’s untapped economic
potential, especially in agri-
culture and cottage industries.
Malda is nationally known
forits mangoes, silk produc-
tion, and handicrafts. He also
pointed to the presence of
major central institutions
such as the Border Security
Force (BSF) battalions, Eastern
Railway's Malda Division,
the Indian Council of Agri-
cultural Research-supported
Mango Research Substation,
the Food Corporation of
India, and multiple nation-
alised bank branches as indi-
cators of Malda's adminis-
trative and strategic impor-
tance.

“The proposed airport
would serve as a catalyst for
trade, tourism, and regional
development while enhancing

the country’'s border man-

agement capabilities,” Murmu
added, requesting the ministry
to undertake land identifi-
cation, technical surveys,
and project planning at the
earliest.

Meanwhile, public sen-
timent around the issue con-
tinues to grow. The people
of Malda have long been
demanding therevival of the
existing airstrip located in
English Bazaar, which was
originally developed during
the tenure of the late ABA
Ghani Khan Choudhury. A
towering figure in Bengal
politics and a Union Minister
during the Congress-led gov-
ernments in the 1980s, Ghani
Khan was instrumental in
introducing the short-lived
Vayudoot service in Malda.

However, operationalisa-
tionofthe airport stalled due
to several factors—encroach-
ments on airport land, unsci-
entific construction of high-
rise buildings dangerously
close to the airstrip, and lack
of coordinated planning. The
surrounding area near nation-
al highway 34 and adjacent
state highways also became
densely built up, making
expansion difficult.

Chiel minister Mamata
Banerjee recently announced
that the state government
has taken initiative to oper-

ationalise the old airstrip,
further fuelling local hopes.
With three prominent political
fipures from Maldanow oceu-
pyinginfluential positions—
Khagen Murmu from the
BJP, Isha Khan Choudhury
from the Congress (repre-
senting Malda Dakshin), and
Mousam Noor, niece of Ghani
Khan and currently a Rajya
Sabha MP from the Trinamul
Congress—the districtis now
expecting coordinated efforts
across party lines.

In the meantime, local
discourse over naming the
potential airport has also
begun. Asection of residents
has proposed naming it after
ABA Ghani Khan Choudhury,
in honour of his legacy in
shaping Malda's infrastructure
and political identity. Others
have put forward alternative
suggestions, reflecting a
vibrant public debate around
the identity and symbolism
of the long-awaited airport.

With MP Khagen Murmu's
formal push at the national
level, the dream of air con-
nectivity in this historically
rich vet infrastructure-defi-
cient district appears to be
inching closer to reality—
kindling fresh optimism
among residents who have
waited decades for their air-
port to take flight.
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Dog scare delays
Al Express landing
at Pune airport

Bhubaneswar-Pune Al

Express flight with 150
passengers on board was
forced to abort landing
Saturday evening due to the
presence of dogs on the
Lohegaon airport runway. The
aircraft landed safely later
after a go-around. The flight —
IX-1097 — had taken off from
Bhubaneswar at 5pm and was
to land in Pune around 7pm,
reports Joy Sengupta.
Go-around is an aviation term
for aborting a landing and
beginning an immediate
climb, then following further
instructions. Vimannagar
resident Hitendra Kurane, who
was on board the flight with
three of his friends, said the
aircraft aborted the landing
and the information shared by
the pilot. “We could see that
the plane took off again a little
before it was to land. The pilot
then announced that they
were alerted by Air Traffic
Control (ATC) about the
presence of dogs on the
runway and asked to take a
go-around,” Kurane told TOL
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Zomato CEO Goval
sets sights on aviation
with LAT Aerospace

Deepinder Goyal, who cofounded food
delivery platform Zomato, is now eveing the
regional air travel segment with LAT
Aeprospace, according to a LinkedIn post by
the aerospace starup cofounder Surobhi
Das. Goyal's bet on the BValGA venmure could
redefine regional air travel in India which ks
at a nascent stage, a5 uncertainty remains
over regulatory clearance, technological
capability and public adoption. FTI
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AIR INDIA
CRASH TOLL
RISES T0 260

Ahmedabad, Jun 28:
More than two weeks
after the Ahmedabad
plane crash, the DNA
test has ascertained the
identity of the last vic-
tim, and the death toll in
the tragedy now stands
at 260, officials said on
Saturday

The mortal remains of
the last wvictim were
handed over to the fami-
Iy, they said.

The medical authori-
ties had earlier pegged
the fatality count at 270.

A London-bound Air
India flight crashed into
a hostel complex in the
Meghaninagar area of
Ahmedabad moments
after taking off from the
Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel International
Alirport in the city on
June 12, killing 241 on
board and several others
on the ground. One pas-
senger  miraculously
survived.

“The DNA matching of
the last body of the Air
India plane crash victim
has been done. The vic-
tim's mortal remains
have been handed over
to relatives,”
Superintendent of
Ahmedabad Civil
Hospital Dr Rakesh
Joshi said.

“With this, the death
toll in the plane crash is
260," he saud, adding that
three patients, who suf-
fered injuries in the air
crash, were undergoing
treatment in the civil
hospital — PT1
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Indians’ Vacation Compass
Points to Short-haul Locales

Demand for destinations such as Thailand, S'pore,
Vietnam surges due to cheaper airfares, easy visas

vacation,

“Our pipeline post recpening of
schools shows continued momentum
from the young professionals seg-
ment, especially for weekends and ex-

Anumeha Chaturved| tended weekends,” said Neeraj Singh
& PrachiVerma Easy Gmm? [y, expcutive vice president and he-
Nepal, Sri o, ecommerce, and domestic and
New Delhi: Short-haul destinations Lnnba, short haul holidays, at Thomas Cook
surh as Thailand, Malaysia, Vietnam, Thakand, Ry (India)and SOTC Travel,
Indonesia, Bhutan, Sri Lanka and Ne- Malaysia, The benefii of visa free or eagy visa
E;_ﬁ] nm:im]:l]P o see 5:r~.'11::.'11r-||1:ann||1 In- lbenefit iog ﬁ;gssm Fnlr)'l:tmgt served to fIIF;_l rlr:\m:m]rl
ian trovellers even as long-haul tr- rom lote ter sepments for Nepal,
viel has slowed amld geopolitieal ten- Late hogkers, | Cambodia, the Sri Lanka, Thalland, Malaysia, Sing
sirms, travel CCHTIALE S :-411.1 ; young profies- Philippines npuru.‘.'iemfu_rh.Ln:_lunus i, Mlaritius
4 ;ﬁ"rf_LHlL' ravellers _!mni I.I‘}J]El:t('l':.'d sionals driving itlféﬁi};‘l]l:']:r?.}:vﬁlltl - -
ot Asia hosemerged saa gt | e et counss anacccemmodation are sading
destination for those se o sl'merg Pl totheatiraction inmany destinations.
eking familiar _',..-DM [ 51 i 1 "Flight fares were reasonsbly priced,
expericnees,” sa- t"‘ l there was no hassle of visa appoint-
il Manjori Sing ments and we gol great discounts on
hal, chief growth Cultural appeal, some very luxurious hotels (in Bang:
andd business officer good connectivity lok and Koh Samui),” ssid Shivansh

il Cleartrip

The booking platiorm
s geEn o 50% year-omn
year rise in bookings tneo-
untries Hke Cambodia, Vi
etnam and the Philippines
this summer season coampa-
red to last year “Additionally,
airfares o Vietnam and Indone-
sia hove dropped, making these
destinations more accessible for
budget  conscious  holidayma-
lers, " she added.

Amd the spike in demand is cont
nuing even after the end of summer

fuel SE Asia’s

Kalrn, m Delhi resident, who booked a
helieksiy to Thatland this month

Countries Like Thailand, Malaysia,
Vietnam, Indonesin, and Singapore
continie lo be popiilar ameng [ndkn
travellers. thanks to thelr strong tou-
rism infrastructure, cultural appeal,
arid ense of connectivilty accordling o
Bharat Malik, senior VF, flights and
Tt biuesiiwiess at Yatrs Online,

“These destinations hove remained
stable ani unaffected by the ongoing
peopolitical enslonz In West Asia,
making them a preferred cholee at
thistime,” hesajd.
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Next on menu for Zomato
founder: regional air travel

# Goyal looks to
disrupt sector
with newventure

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, June 29

DEEPIMNDER GOYAL, CO-
FOUNDER and CEQ of Eternal
{formerly Zomato), has for
ayed into regional aviation
with LAT .ﬂ.-.'tlu.]:l.‘h.‘tl, A W
startup  launched with
Zomato’s formerchief operat
ing officer Surobhi Das.
Theventure is focused on
building 12- to 24-seater
short takeoff and landing
{STOL) aigcraft, designed to
cover distancesof upto 1,500
ke, unlike air taxis orvertical

takeoffvehicles
"While building Zomato
.'||:H1 ﬂrllig ACTORS ||'u| 1a,

Deepinder and | kept circling
back to the same guestion
whyis regional airtravel still
50 broken - expe nsive, infre-
quent andmastly out of reach
unless you live ina metro?”
Das sald in a Linkedln post.
“India has 450+ airstrips,
but only 150 see commercial
flights, That means nearly
two-thirds of our aviation
potential Is belng wasted
Meanwhile, millions in Tier 2
and 3 cities spend hoirs,

GREATER HEIGHTS
B Deepinder Goyal has launched

LAT Aerospace with former
2 ormatn COO Surobhi Das

B The Zomato CECQ has
invested around

$20 million
in the Delhi-based startup
in personal capacity

B The venture is focu sed
on buiding 13- to 24-

seater short takeof
and landing sire raft

sometimes days, traveling by
moad of rail” Das wrote in
the post.

According to people famil
farwith the matter, Goyalhas
invested amund 520 million
in the Delhi-based st artup by
his personal capacity,

As per the ministry of

corporate  affairs  filings,
Goyal will be the non-execu
tive founder.

The company has ralsed
arcund $50 million and is
now aggressively  hiring
across roles in acrodynmamics,
hybrid propulsion and mate-
rial sclences.

Das, an alumnus of 1IM
Ahmedabad, spent over 12
years it Zomiato and was part

M itisdesigned to
cover distances ofup

©1,500 km

of Blinkit's leadership team
writil late 2023,

Cutlined LAT's ambition,
she said, “Think buses in the
sky — affordable, high-fre
quency, and designed to con-
nect the places the alrline
industry overlocked. Our air
craft will take off and land in
compact "air-stops” — no big
ger than a parking lot — built
closer towhere people live. No
chaos, Nosecurity lines, Just
walk inand fy”

With this new model,
LAT Aerospace is set to com
petewith global regional air-
craft makerssuch as ATR and
|!u|11|.|.'|:|.|.||.-rI whose 'F_-ln. AL
currently flown by carriers
such as Ind 5o and Spicelet
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Four Air India
staffers fired
for partying

Air India SATS Services
(AISATS) has terminated
four senior employees
after a video of themn cel-
ebrating at the office went
viral. This disciplinary
action follows allegations
that the celebration
occurred around the time
of the fatal Air India Al 171
crash in Ahmedabad on
June 12, which killed 241
people AISATS expressed
deep regret, stating the
“lapse in judgment” does-
n't align with their values.
They emphasized their
commitment to "empathy,
professionalism, and
accountability,” While the
video's exact date is
unconfirmed, the com-
pany swiftly acted to
address the public outcry
and maintain its standards
amidst the ongoing inves-
tigation into the Al 171 tra-
gedy.
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Boeing faces headwinds from crashes and competition

DATA POINT

Sambavi Parthasarathy

| )

arlier this month, a Lon-
don-bound Air India plane
crashed soon after take off
in Ahmedabad, killing all but one
of the 242 people aboard. This was
one of the deadliest disasters in-
volving a passenger aircraft in In-
dia in the last two decades. While
this was the first Boeing 787
Dreamliner to crash, data shows
that this is the latest in a litany of
problems that Boeing faces.

Only weeks before the crash in
Ahmedabad, Boeing had agreed to
pay $1.1 billion in a deal with the
U.S. Department of Justice to avoid
prosecution over two crashes —
one in 2018 and the other in 2019 —
involving 737 Max airliners. In to-
tal, 346 people died in these inci-
dents. Lawyers of the victims of
these crashes criticised the payout
deal as “morally repugnant”.

Boeing’s stock prices plummet-
ed after the crash in Ahmedabad,
but have recovered since. Data
show that Boeing’s stock prices
had fallen steeply after other
crashes as well (Chart 1).

For instance, in October 2018,
when Lion Air Flight 610, a Boeing
737 MAX airliner, crashed killing
189 people, the company’s stock
fell sharply. On March 10, 2019,
Ethiopian Airlines Flight 302, a
Boeing 737 MAX 8, crashed mi-
nutes after take off. The compa-
ny’s stock dropped again — this
time more steeply than what Boe-
ing had ever seen. That incident
claimed 157 lives. The company al-
so suffered setbacks when its 787
variants were grounded by the U.S.
after these accidents, and during
the COVID-19 pandemic in the
2020-2021 period.

Last week, the National Tran-
sportation Safety Board (NTSB)
criticised Boeing’s safety culture
for the mid-air blowout of a 737
MAX 9 flight operated by Alaska
Airlines in January 2024. It said
that Boeing had failed to provide

Boeing is financially struggling as operators have gravitated towards companies such as Airbus

adequate training and oversight to
prevent a mid-air cabin panel blo-
wout. The NTSB is now working
with India’s Aircraft Accident In-
vestigation Bureau to extract data
from the black box of the plane
that crashed in Ahmedabad. In the
ongoing investigation of the inci-
dent, no aircraft-related problems
have been reported yet.

According to data from the Avia-
tion Safety Network, a high inci-
dence of accidents, as well as a
high number of fatalities, involved
Boeing-manufactured aircraft bet-
ween 2019 and 2024 (Chart 2).

In the last five years, 26.2% of all
aviation accidents have involved a
Boeing plane. This is much higher
than the share of accidents involv-
ing other aircraft manufacturers
such as Airbus whose revenues
mimic those of Boeing.

Also, close to 43% of all fatalities
in aviation accidents between 2019
and 2024 involved a Boeing plane.
The company is financially strug-
gling now as investors and opera-
tors have gravitated towards com-
panies such as Airbus.

Fleet statistics from 2023, pu-
blished by the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation, show that a ma-
jority of India’s fleet was manufac-
tured by Airbus (Chart 3). Only
22% of the fleet were manufac-
tured by Boeing. Only some Indian
airlines such as SpiceJet and Akasa
Air relied more on Boeing.

Company reports from Airbus
and Boeing show a huge difference
in the number of aircraft delivered
by the two dominant aircraft ma-
nufacturers, globally (Chart 4).
Last year, Airbus delivered 766 air-
craft, while Boeing delivered 348.
The number of deliveries by Air-
bus has steadily grown since 2020
as opposed to Boeing’s.

Parliament data on orders
placed by Indian airlines in 2023
and 2024 also suggest an increas-
ing reliance on Airbus (Chart 5). In
the last two years, IndiGo has
placed 510 new orders with Air-
bus. Air India has placed 375 or-
ders with Airbus and 220 with
Boeing.

Chart 1: The change

Mounting troubles in Boeing

The data for the charts were sourced from the DGCA, the Aviation Safety Network, Google Finance, the
Indian Parliament’s Q&A, and the Boeing and Airbus sites
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Chart 3: The manufacturer-wise share of aircraft owned/leased
by various Indian airlines as of 2023

BN Airbus WM Boeing Others
Airindia
[ e6S%|  33.5%]|
IndiGo
B6.8% 12.8%
Snicelet
T 43.8%

kasa Air
100%

Othear airlines

42.1% 57.9%
All airlines
21.1% 14.8%
0% 50% 100%,

Chart 5: The number of orders placed by select Indian airlines
to Airbus and Boeingin 2023 and 2024
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Airlines are not reporting
misconduct of passengers,
says aviation watchdog

S. Vijay Kumar
CHENNAI

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
said that airline operators
either substantially de-
layed reporting to it inci-
dents of passenger miscon-
duct or unruly behaviour
or not reported them at all.

Pointing to increasing
number of cases where
passengers’ rage or unruly
behaviour posed a threat
to the safety of the flight,
other passengers and crew,
the aviation regulator reit-
erated its earlier instruc-
tions that such incidents
should be reported within
12 hours via email to the
Chief of Flight Safety/Di-
rector Cabin Safety (In-
flight services) and a de-
tailed information be sub-
mitted to the DGCA within
24 hours of landing of the
flight.

The DGCA said the
norms are applicable to all
scheduled and non-sche-
duled operators and other

DGCA says such incidents
should be reported within 12
hours via email. AP

operators who carried ca-
bin crew on board an air-
craft.

The aviation watchdog
had in its earlier circulars
reminded pilots, cabin
crew and directors of In-
flight services of their res-
ponsibilities under the Ci-
vil Aviation Requirements
(CAR) on dealing with un-
ruly passengers.

The latest advisory
comes against the back-
drop of several instances of
unruly behaviour of pas-
sengers under the in-

fluence of alcoholic bever-
ages, scuffle among
passengers after heated ar-
guments, sexual harass-
ment of women passen-
gers on board and even
incidents with a potential
to compromise the safety
of aircraft operations.

Besides legal action
against cognisable offences
reported on flights by res-
pective law-enforcing
agencies, guidelines were
issued in 2017, which stat-
ed that complaints of unru-
ly behaviour would be exa-
mined by an internal
committee.

It would take a decision
on the matter within 30
days and also specify the
duration of ban on the un-
ruly passenger.

During the period of
pendency of such inquiry,
the concerned airline may
impose a ban on the pas-
senger.

For every subsequent
offence, the ban would be
twice the period of pre-
vious ban.
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Probing all angles: MoS on charge
of sabotage behind crash of Al-171

Agence France-Presse
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Union minister of
state (MoS) for civil aviation
Murlidhar Mohol on Sunday
said investigators were probing
“all angles” behind the June 12
crash of Air India flight 171 when
asked by media about possible
sabotage.

All but one of the 242 people
on board the Boeing 787-8

BLOOMBERG

The debris of the crashed Al-171 in Ahmedabad.

Dreamliner were killed when it
crashed in Gujarat's Ahmeda-
bad. Authorities also said 19 peo- “It has never happened before The team appointed to investi-

ple were killed on the ground,
taking the final toll to 260, mak-
ing it India's worst single-air-

craft tragedy.

In an interview with news
channel NDTV, Mohol said the
investigation was looking at “all
angles” when asked specifically

about nossible “sabotaee™

that both engines have shut off
together,” Mohol said earlier in
the interview, in reference to
theories by some experts of pos-
sible dual-engine failure.

The minister added that until
the investigation report is pub-
lished, it would be premature to
comment on the cause.

gate the crash started extracting
data from the plane’s cockpit
voice and flight data recorders
this week, in an attempt to recon-
struct the sequence of events
leading to the disaster. Air India
has said that the plane was “well-
maintained” and that the pilots
were accomplished flvers.
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AIR INDIA FLIGHT
RETURNS TO
MUMBAIDUETO
BURNING SMELL

Yogesh Naik

yogesh naik@hindustantimes com

MUMBAIL: An Air India flight
from Mumbai to Chennai
returned to Mumbai on Friday
due to a burning smell in the
cabin.

“The flight landed safely back
in Mumbai, and an aircraft
change was initiated,” said an
Air India spokesperson. “Our
ground colleagues in Mumbai
provided all necessary support
to passengers to minimise the
inconvenience caused by this
unforeseen disruption.”

One of the passengers, Utsav
Tiwari, tweeted on social media
platform X that the flight, Al
6539, was airborne around 11.50
PM, and after about 45 minutes
of flying, the pilot announced
that the aircraft would return to
Mumbai due to a technical
issue. “We touched down safely
around 12.47 am,” he said.
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Deepinder Goyal
eyes aviation biz

eepinder Goval, who co-founded food
D delivery platform Zomato, isnow eyeing

the regional air travel sepment with LAT
Aerospace, according to a LinkedIn post by the
aerospace startup co-founder Surohhi Das.

Goval'sbet on the aviation venture could
redefine regional airtravel in India which isata
nascent stage, as uncertainty remains over
regulatory clearance, technological capability
and public adoption.

“While building Zomato and flying across
India, Deepinder and [ kept circling back to the
same question: Why is regional air travel still so
broken—expensive, infrequent and mostly o
of reach unless you live ina metro? India has 450

+airstrips—but only 130 see commercial fights.
That means nearly two-thirds of our SVEEGH
potential is being wasted. Meanwhile, millions
inTier 2 and 3 cities spend hours—sometimes
dayvs—iravelling by road orrail, " Das said.  pm
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Zomato founder eyes aviation
industry with LAT Aerospace

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU & Mew Deini

DEEPINDER Goyal, the co-
founder of food delivery plat-
form Zomito, 15 now evelngthe
regional air travel segment
with LAT Aerospace, according
to & LinkedIn poast by the acro
space start-up co-founder
Surobhi Das. The start-up
aviation company alms to ad
dress the long-standing inelfl-
clencies in short-distance air
travel across Indin

“While building Zomate and
Myving across India, Deepinder
amd [ kept circling back to the
same question: Why is regional
air travel still so broken - ex-
pensive, Infrequent and mostly
out of reach unless you Hve in
n metra? India has 450 + air
strips - but only 150 see com
mercial Aights. That means

nearly two-thirds of our avia-
tion potential s being wasted.
Meanwhile, milllons in Tier 2
ard 3 cities spend hours - some

times days - traveling by road
or rail” Das sald in the posgt.
As per reparts, the company
has rised $30 million, of which
520 millkon 1s from Goval. LAT
is now looking to expand its
team , with the post calling on
DAOrospRod enEl Nt rs, §YSems

designers, aviation enthnsiasts,
to joln the start-up

Cutlining the vision behiml
building LAT Aerospace,
Sumbhi further stated, “Think
buses in the sky - affordahble,
high-frequency, and de signed to
connect the places the airline
industry overdooked Our air-
craft will take off and land in
compact “airstops” - o Mgger
than 4 parking lot - bullt closer
1o where people live “No chaos.
Mo security lines. Just walk in
and fy”, Repional aviation in
India is witnessing a resur-
pEnce despite recent setbacks,
While major players like Alr
India and IndiGo focus on in-
ternational expansion by grow
Ing thelr Aeets, smaller reglon
al airlines are alio scallng up to
meet rising demand from do-
mistic markets,
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A flight risk of taste

Make ‘carry your own food’ your airline mantra
Sivakumar.Sundaram @timesofindia.com

There's something about airline food that feels profoundly
Dickensian, best described as “Please, sir, may I have none?”

My latest airborne encounter began with the Vegetarian BF
tray featuring podi idli that looked like it had survived not just
boarding, but boarding school - starved of attention, nutrients,
and affection. A shrivelled relicof SouthIndianheritage. itlay
huddled next to an uthappam that resembled an existential crisis - flat, confused,
and entirely out of place, like a seeker guestioning life's choices.

Most of it remained untouched - except the eroissant, which masqueraded
as ‘continental’. It filled the stomach, ves, but also the rest of the day with
digestive suspense. Then came the yogurt and cereal combo, which promised a
healthy start - if you were born and raised in a granola commercial. Sweet
beginnings are best reserved for love letters and Bengali mornings where
rasgullas are served with pride and without apology For the rest of us who
crave chutney and sambar, this was treason wrapped in tinfoil,

And so0, in a moment of altitude induced clarity, I recalled an

f!Y!} ,ancient wisdom Ialways forget: Just carry vour own food. A lovingly

packed podi idli - still echoing your mother's affection and armed

:—“'J) withactual spice - would have been fresher, tastier, and entirely free
nf philosophical hurden

But no. We are creatures of eternal optimism. We fall for airline ads with
glossy chefs and dreamy menus and think, “Maybe this time." So we leave
behind 300 grams of edible common sense and gleefully check in 30 Kilos of
winterwear for tropical weather,

To be fair, airlines aren’t entirely to blame, Mass-producing meals across
time zones, accommodating vegan-Jain-gluten-free-non-dairy-fusion diets,
and then heat-sealing them into aluminium boxes is a culinary circus act.
The miracle is not that the food tastes bad, it's that it exists atall.

So, next time you fly, trust your gut. Carry that home-cooked idli. Or pick
something up from your favourite restaurant, oreven the airport cafié. Atleast vou'll
know what's in it. And it won't look 1ike it was rescued from a UN relief mission.

Bon voyage —and bon idli. &
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AI171 crash probe looking at
sabotage ang]e too: Minister

Timves News NETWORK

New Delhi: The probe into
the June 12 crash of Air
India’s AI171 in Ahmedabad
is examining all angles,
including sabotage.

Junior eivil aviation min-
ister Murlidhar Mohol said in
an interview to NDTV that
the black box recoversad from
the wreckage of the ill-fated
Dreamliner is with Aircraft
Arcident Investigation Bu-
rean (AATB), which has be-
gun a full investigation into
the crash. “It is being probed
from all angles, including any
possible sabotage, The CCTV
footage is being reviewed and
all angles are being as
sessed. . several agencies are
workingon it,” Mohol said.

He ruled out sending the
black box abroad for assess-
ment. “It will not go any-
where. It is in AAIB's custo-
dyv and there is no need to
senditoutside. Wewilldo the
entire investigation.”

Terming the crash a “rare
case'’, Mohol said: "1t has nev-
er happened that both engin-
o5 have shut down together..
Once the (probe) report com-

A policeman stands in front of the wreckage of the Air India aircraft.
Govt has ruled out sending the black box abroad for investigation

es, we will beable toascertain
if it was an engine problemor
fuel supply issue, or why both
the engines had stopped func-
tioning. There is a CVR (cock-
pit voice recorder) in the
black box which has stored
the conversation between the
two pilots. It is too eardy to say
anything but whatever it is, it
will come out. The report will
come in three months.”

The Al Boeing 787 had
crashed in Ahmedabad on
June 12 just seconds after
taking off for London. Data
from the black box has been
downloaded at an AAIRB lab
in Delhi. The aircraft’'s CVR

and flight data recorder
(FDR} were recovered on
June 13 and 18, respectively,
from therooftop of the build-
ing where the Dreamliner
had crashed onto and from
the debris. They were flown
to Delhi by IAF aircraft on
June 24 under security and
brought toalabof AAIB.
Aviation ministry Thurs-
dav said, “Analysis of CVR
and FDR data is underway,
These efforts aim to reconstr-
uctthe sequence of eventslea-
ding to the accident and iden-
tify contributing factors toen-
hanece aviation safety and pre-
vent future ococurrences.”
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