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Only 1 of 10 agencies

has so far cleared
cloud seeding plan

Jasjeev Gandhiok

htreporters@hindustantimes. com

MNEW DELHI: The Delhi govern-
ment is racing against time to
carry out cloud seeding trials
within its deadline of end-May to
carly June, as it has received per-
mission from only one of the 10
concerned authorities it has
approached for clearance, offi-
cials said on Thursday.

State environment minister
Manjinder Singh Sirsa said the
government is aggressively pur-
suing the clearance and has sent
a second reminder to the
remaining authorities. He said
the government plans to conduct
the first trial in mid-June before
monsoon onset in Delhi. To be
sure, monsoon is advancing
much faster this year,

“We wrote to all agencies fol-
lowing cabinet approval on May
8, but have so far received clear-
ance only from the Special Pro-
tection Groun. while the Central

Pollution Control Board has
replied, but with a few gqueries,
We have now sent reminders to
the remaining agencies and bod-
ies..so the project could be
timely executecd,” Sirsa told HT.
The eight other agencies are;
the Union ministries of environ-
ment, defence and home, the
Uttar Pradesh government, the
Indian Meteorological Depart-
ment, the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation, the Airport
Authority of India and the
Bureau of Gvil Aviation Security.
Cloud seeding is a weather
modification technigue that
improves a cloud's ability to pro-
duce rain. The government plans
to use this practice to tackle air
pollution. Sirsa on May 8 said
the government has sanctioned
an outlay of 3.2 crore, with five
trials to cost 355 lakh each. The
remaining ¥46 lakh would cover
aircraft calibration, chemical
storage, logistics, and other pre-
paratory arrangements.
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Delhi airport among top 10 in Asia Pacific,
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The Delhl alrport has
been ranked among the
top 10 hub alrports in
Asia-Pacific and the
Middle East, according to
the 2024 air connectivity
ranking rveleased by
Alrpaorts Counell
International Asia-
Pacific & Middle East
(ACIAPAC & MID),

The airport, runm by
GMR-DIAL, Is the anly

among thi top 10 hulb alr-
ports.

Diubai International
Alrport leads this year's
hub connectivity index,
followed by Shanghai
Pudong  and  Hiarmcd
International airports,

The ranking recognises
Delhl alrport’s growing
stature as a global transit
hub, with scamiess con-
nectivity o 153 destina-
tions worldwide, inclod-
Ing B8] domestlc and 72

It is alse in line with the
povermment of Ihdia's
endeavour to  develop
Delhis Indira Gandhi
International alrport &s o
global transit hub, DIAL
gald in & stalement

The 2025 edition of the
ACI rankings introduced
& ‘hub conneetivity
index." which evaluates
alrports on the quality
and effectiveness of their
hiib operations,

'i'hq' I.tli!l':k |:!u|:l\|r|v|~|‘a. fae

bility and window tim-
ings, route deviations
from optimal paths, and
strength and reach of
onward connectivity
“Being the only Indian
alrport o achileve this
distinction is o testament
o our unwavering com-
mitment to excellence,
Innovation, and passens
Eercentrile
service. Together, we
will eontinue to enhance
connectivity improve

and uphold our position
as a premier gateway con-
necting India t©  the
workl,” CEC-DIAL Videh
Kumar Jaipuriar said,

DIAL said Delki
Afrport’s state-of-theart
infrastructure, passen:
per-centric fachlities, and
cfficient transfer process
es have played a pivotal
role in its success, mak
ing it m benchmark for
sxcellence in the aviation
imdustry
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Delhi airport among top 10 hub
airports in Asia Pacific, Middle East

NEW DELHI, May 28: Delhi airport
is among the top 10 hub airports in the
Asia Pacific and Middle East regions, a
report said on Wednesday.

The Airports Council International
Asia-Pacific & Middle East’s Air Con-
nectivity Ranking 2024 showed a 14 per
cent year-on-year increase in both Asia-
Pacific and Middle East regions, driven
by strong international demand, robust
network recovery, and the return of
major travel corridors.

Amaong the top 10 hub airports with
connectivity leadership in 2024, Delhi
airport is at the tenth spot, while the
list is topped by Dubai International
Airport, according to a release.

Shanghai Pudong International Air-
port (China) is at the second place, fol-
lowed by Hamad International Airport

Delhi airport 1s at
the tenth spot, while
the list 1s topped by
Dubai Mte:naticnaf

Airport

(Qatar) and Incheon International Air-
port (South Korea) at the third and
fourth positions, respectively.

Guangzhou Baivun International Air-
port (China) is at the fifth place, while
Beijing Capital International Airport
(China) is at the sixth spot.

Others in the list are Bangkok Suo-
varnabhumi Airport (Thailand) at the
seventh position followed by Singapore
Changi Airport (Singapore) and Kuala

Lumpur International Airport (Indone-
sia) at the eighth and ninth spots, re-
spectively.

*The Hub Connectivity Index azssess-
es an airport's ability to function as an
international transfer point, using fac-
tors such as viable transfer windows,
route deviation from direct flight paths,
and the strength of onward connectivi-
ty,” the release said.

Delhi International Airport Lid (DIAL)
operates the Indira Gandhi International
Airport in the National Capital.

Diethi airport provides connectivity
to 153 destinations, including 81 do-
mestic and 72 international routes, It
is also in line with the government's
endeavour to develop IGIA as a global
transit hub, DIAL said in a separate
release. - PTI
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IGIA emerges among Top 10 hubs in
Asia-Pacific and Middle East reg10n

TDI]HEI'WEF.
REW DELHI

Delhi Adrport s the only
Indian arrport to be among
top 10 hub airports in the
Asia-Pacilic and Middle
East region, accordmg Lo
the 2024 Air Connectivity
Ranking released by Air-
ports Councl Intermational
Asia-Pacific & Middle East
EACT APAC and MITN,

The ranking, topped by
Drubai International Air-
port, recognises Delhi Adr-
port’s groaving stature as
a global transit hub, with
seantless conmectivily 1o 153
desti nations worl dwide, in-
cluding 8l domestic and 72
international routes

It is also in line with the
Government of India's en-
deavour to develop Delhi's
Invclira Garslld Intermetional
Adrport as a global tramsit
huh,

CEOof Delhi Internation-

al Adrport Limited, Videh
Kumar Jaipuriar said, “We
are immensely proud and
homored that Delhi Adrport
has been recognized as one
of the fop 100 hub airports in
the Asta-Pacific and Midcdle
East region in the 2024 Adr
Connectivity Hanking by
Airports Council Interna-
tomal”

“Beinyg the only Indian air-
port to achieve this distine-
tion i= a testament to our
unwavering commitnentto
excellence, innovation, and
passenger-centric service,"
gaid Jaipuriar. " Together,

AR

wiee will continue toenhanoe
conneckivity, Improve pas-
senger experteiee, and up-
hold our position as a pre-
mier gateway connecling
Tnelia tosthee world .

Under its ambitious Phase
3A expansion project, DIAL
has sureesshully doubled the
Imte mafional-to-Interna-
tional transfer area, enhanc-
ing capacity and passenger
comvenience. Now hinmetric
registration liosks fore-visa
holders are among several
recent upgrades designed
o streamline the travel ex-
peritmee,
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Noida airport
partners with Uber

to offer services

MNOIDA INTERMNATIOMAL
AIRPORT (MIA) on Thursday
announced a partnershipwith
ride-hailing platform Uber to
offer mobility solutions for
passengers directly fram the
airport premises.

AGEMNCIES
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AHEAD OF STATE
ASSEMBLY POLLS,
PM MEETS BIHAR
BJP LAWMAKERS

Vijay Swaroop and
Ruchir Kumar

letters@hindustantimes.com

PATNA: Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Thursday met
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
lawmakers, legislators and
party leaders from Bihar at the
state BJP headquarters in
Patna ahead of the assembly
polls scheduled later this year,
party functionaries aware of
the matter said.

During the 90 minute meet-
ing, Modi spoke about effec-
tively managing poll booths.
“The PM said that this (booth
management) has been our
strength and we should con-
centrate more onit... The focus
was on strengthening the booth
level workers,” said a BIP func-
tionary, who was part of the
meeting, on condition of ano-
nymity.

A party leader, who was also
part of the meeting, said that
the PM touch upon various
issues related to elections dur-
ing his interaction.

Earlier in the day, Modi
inaugurated the new terminal
building of Jayprakash Nar-
ayan International Airport in
Patna, which was built at a cost
of around 21,200 crore and will
cater to 10 million passengers
annually. He laid the founda-
tion stone for a new civil
enclave at Bihta airport, built at
a cost of T1,410 crore.
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"M Marendra Modi along with BiharCh Nitish Komar and Union Minister of Civil Aviation
Rammohan Naidu at the newly inaugurated terminal building of Jayp rakash Marayan
International Airport, in Pammaon Thorsday, A

Modi inaugurates new terminal
of Patna airport, holds roadshow

SANTOSH SINGH
PATHA MAY 20

PRIME MIMISTER Marendra Modi
landed at Patna airport on
Thursday, nauguraed a new ber-
minal, and flagged off the on-
SFuCTon of a newirporin i,
aboie 25 km from Bihar' scapital,
before taking out a roadshiomy o
the state BJF headguariers
Durrngg thee PR's thimd wisit o
the stae in the last four months,
beis scheduled o addres a pub-
lie gathering at Vikramganj in
Rohtas district Friday, He will in-
augurate or Bag off 16 develop-
ment pmjects, worth about

50,000 crore, during histwo-day
wisil that oomes ahead of
Mszeimibly elections later this yes.

Madi was recesved at Patna
airport on Thursday by Bihar
Governor  Aril  Mohammed
Khan, Chiel Minister Nitish
Kuimar and the tvo Depaty (s,
Samrat Chowdhary and Vijay
Kumar Sinha.

During thi Iive-Km road-
show that began from the air-
port, people lined up oneither
sde of the ad akong the entine
mute and showered flower
petals on the P car.

Maoreover, 35 volunteer ar-
Enisons and dliens’ groups
had set up 32 stages along

Mhod s roadshow route. AL some
posnts, women en salfron and
yellow sanees, and wearing red
nmrbans, lined upto extend their
greetings to the PN Students
from Kend iva Vidyalaga, Patna,
welcomed the PM by blowing
ronches,

The roadshow conduded at
the BJP headquaniers on
Birchand Patel Path, The e, the
P is befieved to have discussed
preparaticons B the Assembly
dections withsenior party kead-
eve A serpor BP ke ader sad: *The
dhwer presence of the PM at BFP
headguarters has boosted the
morabe of the party's mank and
file™
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Noida airport ties up with
Uber for last-mile coverage

Tines News NETwWoORK

Noida: Noida International Airport
(NIA) has partnered with Uber India
for last-mile connectivity The move
follows NIA's collaboration with Ma-
hindra Mobility to launch an airport
taxiservice.

Under the agreement, Uber will
establish dedicated pick-up zones
equipped with on-ground assistance
and detailed wayfinding guides from
the terminal. “Passengers will be gui-
ded from their arrival gates to these
designated Uber zones, where driver-
partners will have exclusive parking
spaces to ensure reduced waiting ti-
mes,"” an official said.

Last-mile connectivity isa key con-
cern for authorities associated with
the airport in Jewar, which is around
6km from Noida city and almost
40km from Pari Chowk. While the air-
port islikely to be inaugurated ina few
months, plans to build mass transit sy-
stems like the metro or rapid rail lea-
ding to the Jewar facility are yet to see
much progress on the ground.

Christoph Schnellmann, CEO of
NIA, emphasised the airport’s com-
mitment to passenger comfort, ta-
king into concern the key aspect of

last-milelink.

Arnab Kumar, director of busi-
ness development at Uber India and
South Asia, said, “Our collaboration
reflects our commitment to ensuring
smooth and comfortable last-mile
connectivity via the Uber app.”

The NIA's connectivity plan will
extend beyvond private operators like
Uber and Mahindra. Three develop-
ment authorities in Gautam Budh
Nagar — Noida, Greater Noida, and
Yamuna Expressway — have formed
anSPV to introduce a city bus service
that will have routes to the airport.

Apart from this, NIA has also
partnered with Haryvana Roadways,
which will operate direct buses to key
NCR cities like Gurgaon, Faridabad,
Palwal, Hisar, Panipat, and even
Chandigarh once commercial opera-
tions begin at the airport.

The airport authorities have se-
cured agreements with Uttarakhand
Transport Corporation for AC bus
services to popular destinations like
Dehradun, Haridwar, Rishikesh, and
Haldwani, Furthermore, UP Road-
ways will connect the Noida airport
to 17 districts across western Uttar
Pradesh, including Meerut, Aligarh,
Agra, and Mathura.
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Navi Mum airport
ops to begin after
monsoon, IndiGo
lines up 36 flights

Mumbai: The Navi Mumbai
airport is set to begin handli-
ng passenger flights this wi-
nter; with IndiGo operating
36 domestic departure and
arrival flights connecting 15
cities from Day 1, the airport
and the airline said in a joint
statement Wednesday.

The formal inauguration
date for MMR's new airport
has not been announced yet,
butsources said it will comm-
ence functioning post-mons-
oon, around Oct. The airline
did not announce the names
of thel5cities itwill fly toand
from Navi Mumbai, but a so-
urce said passengers can exp-
ect flights to cities like Delhi,
Bengaluru, Ahmedabad and
Kochi. Its CEO Pieter Elbers
said: “IndiGo will be the ina-
ugural airline to operate fr-
om the Navi Mumbai Inter-
national Airport, and we co-
uldn't be more pleased to an-

nounce this,” ™
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India can be exporter
of ATF: Boeing exec

INDIA HAS THE opportunity to
become a net exporter of
sustainable aviation fuel as

efforts continue to decarbonise
aviation globally, Boeing Inda
and South Asia president Salil
Gupte said, He highlighted the
ample avallability of feedstoc|k,
for producing the fuel, PTI
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IndiGo set for NMIA takeoff

Dhairya Gajara

MUMBEAI
———

IndiGo is set o become the
first airline to operate from the
Navi Mumbai International
Airport (NMIA), with tentative
operations beginning in the
second half of August 2025—a
major milestone in expanding
the Mumbai Metropolitan Re-
gions aviation capacity.

On Monday, IndiGo signed

an agreement with Adani Air-
part Holdings Ltd (AAHL), of-

ficially becoming NAIAS
inaugural airline partner. The
girline announced it would

commence operations with 18
daily domestic departures to
over 15 cities from dav one,
marking the first formal com-
mitment by any carrier to the
upComing eirport.

IndiGo plans to rapidly scale
operations: from 18 daily fights
initially to 78 daily departures—
including 14 international
rotites—by November 2025,

_} Contdon | nation

IndiGo set for...

The airfine aims o cross 100 daily departures by
March 2026 and reach 140 daily flights, including 30
intemational services, by November 2026

“We are proud to be the inaugural afdine at
NMIA™ said Pieter Elbers, CEDQ of IndiGo, “This
partnership reflects our shared visionwith Adani to
transform regional ar travel. Its a testament to
IndiGos commitment o connecting more Indians
tomore destinations with greater ease”

Arun Bansal, CEO of AAHL, added, “Our collab-
oration with IndiGo is a significant step towands
positioning NMIA as a leading domestic and inter-
national transfer hub. It underscores our commit-
ment o offering seamless connectivity and a mod-
ern travel experience’’

In its first phase, NMIA will have the capacity to
handle 20 million passengers and 0.5 millicn metric
tonnes (MMT) of cargn anmually, Onee fully oper-
ational, it aims to accommodate 80 million passen-
gers and 3.2 MMT of cargo—significantly easing the
load on Mumbais existing airport.
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IndiGo to be first airline operating out of NMIA

Yogesh Naik

yogesh.nalk@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: IndiGo and Adani
Airport Holdings Limited
(AAHL) announced the com-
mencement of commercial
flights from Navi Mumbai
International Airport (NMIA),
which will open later this year.
IndiGo will be the first airline
to operate from the new air-
port. In December last year,
IndiGo conducted a trial flight
test at the airport.

With 18 daily departures and
36 Air Traffic Movements
(ATMs), the airline will cover 15
cities from day one, according
to a press note issued by
IndiGo. This will be increased
to 79 daily departures (158
ATMs), including 14 interna-
tional departures, by Novem-
ber 2025 and 100 daily depar-
tures (200 ATMS) by March
2026.

In December last year, IndiGo conducted a trial commercial
flight landing on the runway of the new Navi Mumbai

International Airport.

By November 2026, it is
expected to build up to 140
daily departures (280 ATMs)
including 30 international
departures.

This partnership will fuel
aviation growth in the country,
making it a key driver for India

BACHCHAN KUMAR/HT PHOTO

to become the third-largest avi-
ation economy by 2030, said a
spokesperson.

Pieter Elbers, chief executive
officer of IndiGo said, “Our alli-
ance signals towards the
achievement of complete oper-
ational readiness on both sides

to take next steps.”

NMIA is set to handle 20 mil-
lion passengers and 0.5 million
metric tonnes of cargo per
annum, with the capacity to
serve 90 million passengers
and 3.2 MMT of cargo per
annum, once complete. IndiGo
is committed to expanding its
reach by offering both domes-
tic and international destina-
tions from NMIA.

Commenting on the partner-
ship, Arun Bansal, CEO of
AAHL said, “This partnership
marks a major step towards
confirming NMIA's position as
a transfer hub for domestic and
international travellers.”

The NMIA has not yet
announced the inauguration
date but the state plans to
invite PM Narendra Modi for it.
Earlier, the inauguration of
NMIA was slated for June and
set to start operations by
August 15, but this had been
delayed.
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Man held for
selling fake

flight tickets,
say cops

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
MEWDELH. MAY 28

A 26-YEAR-old man was ameaed
ion Thursd ay for dlegedly orchies-
trating a lake air ticket bookdreg
scam in which a woman was
dupedofRs 3 kakh, sid police.

Acooid ng topolce, the victim,
Rashi Sury, had paid Rs 3 lakh to
Nikhil Rathore, the sccueed, for a
Canada-in-Delhiticketand 17 do-
mestic fights toMumibai Rathore
initially bocked some tickets but
cancelled them later and si-
phioned the refunds intm a differ
entacount inothernstances, the
acciged allegedly booked tokets
ising" pay Laier” optiors, with mo
payments made afterward. All
commurication between the ac-
cused and the complainant re-
portedly took place over
WhatsA pp, said palice,

The casewas registered under
section 318[4) (cheating ) of BNS
By com baving ciygrital forensics and
marual tradimg, the team traced
Lhe trarsactions o MNekhil Rehore
anchic engifed his bhrother-in-La
Kalash Rathore, as 3 key co-oomn-
spirator Police sy Kaiksh was pe-
sponsible for calling clsents and
convincing them o make pay
mieris, while N ikhils acooumnt was
wsed to receive the money.
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India’s domestic air traffic ﬂymg high at 10%

SLALITHA i New Dl i

INDIA'S domestic alr traffic for
April 2025 has recorded a
phenomenal growth ol over
10% compared to the corpe-
sponding period Iast year,
spid the International Air
Transport Association (LATA),
the reputed global trads body,

Relepsing passenger growth
fgures globally for April, the
IATA said that passenger
growih worldwide was up 8%
compared to the same perjod
last year International de-
mand rose 10.8% globally,
while domestic demand in
creased by 3.3% In the period
Tor compuarison.

Willie Walsh, IATA's Director
General, sald, “As we gther in
New Delhifor the 815t IATA An-
nual General Meeting and
World Air Trmnsport Summit, it
1s notable that the Indian do-
mestic market is running at
over 10%. The development of
Indla's air connectivity In re-
cent years has besn nothing
short of phenomenal. making
fhis vear's gathering a timaly
and powsrful reminder for sll
on how aviation connectivity
drives growth and develop
ment,” Brazil was the only
country which had better
growth in the domestic market

DOMESTIC
PASSENGER

The figures repeeser
e mvenvepissenger (1§ L
Iilometres o achal @ W
PALENGE Mugany 3

{13, 5% ) than Indis

By contrast, the domestic US
market dipped by 0.5%, mark-
ing the thind straight month of
decline, according to the data,

Demand for international
travel has surged across all re-
gions in the country, with a
record load fector —the highest
ever for April —recorded this
year. “The return of the trans-
atlantic market to growth is
particularly encouraging. But
there are some signs af fragility
of consumer and bisiness con
Mdence with continued weak-
ness in the US domestic markest
and a sharp fall in North Amer
lcan premium class travel™
added the Director General

Barring a slight decling in
Latin Ameriea, load faetors in-

L
LN
(1Y

135

IF".#

ﬂ"'ﬁ

ternationnlly have increased
Aflrica resumed growth affer
two months of declines, and
North America grew at 5.4%
but suffered a 26% [all in First
and Business class tmavel.

Asia Pacifie Aidines experi-
enced 8 144% vear-on-year in-
crease in demand. In compari
s0n, European carriers saw a
9.4% rise, Middle Easterncarri-
ers an 11.2% increase, North
American carriers a 5.4% in-
crease, Lat in American aidines
a 13.9% incresse, and African
pldines a 153.6% Increase, be-
cording to the data. TATA also
released the cargodatn for April
2025 compared o April 2024
Alr cargo demand increased
significantly in April, with vl
umes up 5.8% vearover-year

Air India pilots
to face the axe
if found ‘drunk’
5 LALITHA & Mew Delni

IN & precantionary step aimed
atl ensuring passenger safety
Alr India on Thursday warned
pilots that they wonld be termi-
nated from work if thelr pre
flight breath analvser tests
were positive and revealed an
alecohol content greater tham
(.02 grams for every 210 Hires
af breath taken into eonsiders
tion. Biood Alcohol Concentra-
tion {(BAC) tests always moens-
ure in terms aof the unit of
grams per 210 litres for scien-
tile reasons.
Conflirming the developiment
the source snid, “The airline
has decided to become really
strict with the pilots. A similar
violation in the past wounld have
invited just three months of
sus penabon. This was as per the
norms laid down by the avia-
tion regulator, the Directorate
General of ClvilAviation.™ An
internal cimular regarding the
change would be released
shortly, the source added.
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IndiGo to operate inaugural

flights from NMIA

TN RAGHUNATHA B Mumbai

n a formal announcement that

marked the commencement of com-

mercial flights from the Navi Mumbai
International Airport (NMIA), IndiGo
said on Wednesday that it would be the
first private airline to operate commer-
clal Mights from the NMIA.

Ahead of the formal commissioning of
the NMIA which will be thrown open to
{light operations in the coming weeks,
IndiGo and Adani Airport Holdings Lid.
(AAHL} entered into a tie-up that will
facilitate the leading private airline 1o
aperale inaugural Mights from the new
Greenfield airport.

Afier it is commissioned, NMIA will
serve as the second international airport
for the Mumbai Metropolitan Region
(MMR], to be operate aJungs]'dr the
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International
Airport (CSMIA) of Mumbai,

According o a tie-up formalised
between the private airline and AAHL,
IndiGo will operate 1B daily departure
{lights from NMIA, making it the lirst air-
line to commit to operating from NMIA
at the start of commercial operations.

With 18 daily departures involving 36
Air Traffic Movements (ATMs) to over
15 cities from day one, IndiaGo will
increase its operations to 79 daily depar-
tures (158 ATMs), including 14 interna-
tional departures by November 2025,

This will build up to over 100 daily
departures (200 daily ATMs) by March
*26. IndiGo would further scale up oper-
ations to 140 daily departures (280

ATMs), including 30 international depar-
lures, b'r MNovember 2026.

Indigo said that the partnership with
AAHL would fuel aviation growth in the
country, making it a L‘:}' driver for India
1o become the third largest aviation mar-
ket by 2030.

Pieter Elbers, Chiel Executive Officer,
IndiGo said: “IndiGo will be the inaugtr-
al airline to operate from NMIA and we
couldn't be more pleased to announce
this. Our alliance signals towards achieve-
ment of complete operational readiness
on both sides to take next steps. This
expansion underscores our dedication to
catering to the evolving needs of our aspi-
rational travellers and further contribut-
ing to the growth of Indias booming avi-
ation sector”.

“The new flights from the brand-new
NMIA will elevate the travel experience
of our customers while enjoying afford-
able, on-time hassle-free services on our
unparalleled network” Elbers said.

Arun Bansal, CEQ, AAHL said, "We
are delighted to announce IndiGo as the
first airline partner to commence oper-
ations from NMIA. This partnership
marks a major step towards confirming
NMIAs position as a transfer hub for
domestic and international travellers.
TLIBEIJ‘I:I’. wie are poised to transform the
travel experience for millions of passen-
gers, providing them both convenience
and enhanced travel options. Our collab-
oration is set to strengthen NMIAs
role as an aviation gateway for the
region and for travellers nationally and
internationally”
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Turkiye set to fine

flyers who get up
before plane stops

assengers on flights to
P Turkive who unbuckle
their seat belts, enter an
aisle or open overhead comp-
artments before their plane
has stopped taxiing are elig-
ible for fines under new regu-
lations issued by the count-
ry'scivil aviation authority.
Commercial airlines ope-
rating flights in Turkiye are
required to revise their stan-
dard in-flight announceme-
nts telling passengers torem-
ain seated with seat belts fas-
tened until the aircraft has
reached a gate or other final
stopping point. The announ-
cements will also have to re-
mind passengerstoletpeople
sitting in the rows ahead of
them exit first. Media re-
ports have said rule-breakers
could be fined up to $70. ae
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