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17.3%

THE GROWTH in Hyderabad airport’s
domestic footfall in FY25 feam a vear ago,
the fastest amang Indian metras airports,

as per the Alrport Authority of India.
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Rockfall near Lengpui
Airport clamms three lives

CORRESPONDENT

AIZAWL, April 28: Inatrag-
ic incident near Mizoram's
Lengpui Airport, three mem-
bers of a family lost their lives
after their car was crushed by
a massive rockfall on Monday
afternoon, police said.

The victims identified as
Lalrinliana (68), his wife Lung-
tiawii, and their daughter Van-
lathruaii (24) died instantly
when boulders struck their
vehicle near Pukpui, an acci-
dent-prone stretch known for
its steep rock faces. Their
son, Lallawmzuala (28), who
was driving the vehicle, sus-
tained serious injuries but
survived the disaster.

According to police at Sair-
ang, the family was returning
to their Falkland residence in
Aizawl after picking up Vanla-
Ihruaii from the airport. She
had just arrived from Sin-

gapore, where she had been
employed as a nurse.

The wreckage of the car
was flattened bevond recog-
nition. Emergency teams
retrieved the bodies from
the debris and transported
them to the Primary Health
Centre (PHC) at Lengpui.
Lallawmzuala was referred
to Aizawl for advanced treat-
ment after receiving first aid
at the Lengpui PHC.

Lawmthanga, village coun-
cil president of Lengpui, said
the bodies would be brought
to Aizawl for post-mortem.
Funeral services are expect-
ed to take place on Tuesday.

Authorities noted that the
site of the tragedy, near a
small waterfall at Pukpui, has
been rated above 500 on the
Rockfall Hazard Rating Sys-
tem (RHRS), indicating a crit-
ical risk level that necessi-
tates urgent stabilisation.
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Fairfax, BIAL officials meeting TN CM
sparks buzz over Hosur airport project

Our Bureau
Chennai

Serial investor Prem Watsa
of Fairfax Holdings has
shown interest in Tamil
Nadu’s new airport plans, re-
cent developments suggest.

Watsa, Chairman and
CEO of Fairfax Financial
Holdings, met Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister MK Stalin on
Monday, accompanied by
State IT Minister Palanivel
Thiagarajan.

Sumit Maheshwari, MD &
CEO of Fairbridge Capital;
Ajit Isaac, Chairperson of
Quess Corp; and Hari Marar,
MD & CEO of Bangalore In-
ternational  Airport Ltd
(BIAL), also attended the
meeting.

This has set off specula-
tion in aviation circles that
the discussions with the

.

JOINING HANDS. Tamil Madu Chief Minister MK Stalin in

a meeting with Fairfax, BIAL officials

Chief Minister involved
Tamil Nadu's plans for two
new airports — one at
Parandur and the other near
Hosur.

AIRPORT INFRA

After the meeting, Thiagara-
jan said in a post on X that
the delegation discussed
various potential investment
opportunities in Tamil Nadu,
including the Chennai and
Hosur airports. “As the ma-
jority owners of the airport

in Bengaluru, they are keen
to leverage their expertise to
develop such facilities in
Tamil Nadu as well,” he said.
However, officials present
at the meeting declined to
comment. There are also re-
ports that once expansion
works are completed, the
Chennai airport will be
privatised. But Aviation Min-
ister Kinjarapu Rammohan
Naidu had denied any such
plans during an interaction
with the media in February.



Corporate Communications Directorate

AIRPORISAUT I-IORIT"?:r C)F iHBIA

BUSINESS LINE

DELHI

20 APRILLE 2025

Mumbai airport unilaterally
cutting slots will damage
1tS reputatlon IATA

ﬂur Bureau
Mumbai

Mumbai International Air-
port’s (MIAL) move to sus-
pend freighter flights and
cancel historic slots of air-
lines will cause a long lasting
damage to the airport’s repu-
tation and credibility, Inter-
national Air Transport Asso-
ciation has said.

Last week MIAL had in-
formed airlines of its plan to
suspend freighter flights
from August 16. Airlines
from West Asia were also
told that their slots in the
winter schedule would be cut
citing construction of new
taxiways and planned re-
development of airport’s ter-
minal 1. “IATA is surprised
and deeply disappointed that
MIAL has informed airlines
of the unilateral cessation of
cargo freighter flights, and a
seemingly permanent with-
drawal of historic slots be-
ginning next season. This is
not what one would expect
of a major hub airport in In-
dia, and will cause long-last-
ing damage to the airport’s
reputation and credibility.

The discriminatory impact
on cargo operations and on
certain operators also raises
the spectre of reciprocal im-
pact under bilateral air ser-
vices agreements,” John
Middleton IATA’s head for
worldwide airport slots said
ina statement.

‘NO CONSULTATIONS’
Middleton said there is exist-
ing international guidance to
deal with temporary capacity
reductions at airports, which
calls for consultation and ad-
vance notice rather than the
unilateral action taken in
this case. MIAL has also
failed to adhere to the civil
aviation ministry’s
guidelines for slot allocation,
including its direction to
preserve historic rights for
future seasons.

IATA said it has urged the
Mumbai airport to withdraw
these cuts and engage with
the airline industry to min-
imise disruptions. “So far
there have been zero details
on how MIAL will manage
the capacity reduction and
mitigate the impact. This
does not inspire confid-
ence,” Middleton said.
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Telcos urge Noida Airport
to deploy common IBS

]
Our Bureau
Mew Delhi

Telecom players including
Bharti Airtel, Reliance Jio
and Vodafone Idea have writ-
ten to the Noida Interna-
tional Airport to allow de-
ployment of a common
in-building solution (IBS)
for seamless telecom con-
nectivity within the airport
terminal, without the in-
volvement of any third-party
infrastructure provider.

THE MANDATE

Under the Telecommunica-
tion Act, 2023 and the Tele-
communication Right of
Way (RoW) Rules, 2024, all
public  authorities con-
trolling access to public
spaces are mandated to
provide RoW to licensed
telecom service providers
(TSPs) for building telecom
networks, they said.

The companies had also
jointly made the representa-
tion on August 22, 2024.

“We would like to reiter-

ate that this proposal is made
in the larger public interest
to ensure uninterrupted and
high-quality connectivity for
passengers as well as for air-
port operational and main-
tenance staff.

“As licensed TSPs and
rightful spectrum holders,
we possess both the legal au-
thority and the technical ex-
pertise to deploy state-of-
the-art telecom infrastruc-
ture at the airport,” the three
telcos said in the letter.

PRACTICAL OPTION
While each TSP is individu-
ally entitled to obtain RoW
permissions for IBS, the
company acknowledged that
space constraints and logist-
ical considerations within
airport premises make it
more practical to implement
the infrastructure in one go
and preferably common
infrastructure.

Therefore, the companies
said they have jointly sought
the go ahead to install the re-
quired facilities in a coordin-
ated manner, they said.
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Pune Int’l Airport gets
affordable ‘Udaan Caté’

Staff Reporter
PUMNE
To ease the burden on flyvers,
Union Civil  Aviation
Minister Ram Mohan Naidu
has taken a significant step
by introducing the “Udaan
Café” initiative under the
government’s vision of “Ude
Desh ka Aam Nagrik™

Fune International
Airport started its own
Udaan Café, from Monday,
Apr 28, offering passengers
affordable  refreshments
with tea and water priced at

just Rsl0, and coffee, samo-
sas, and sweets at Rs20.

The initiative, which has
already received an over-
whelming response  at
Kolkata, Ahmedabad, and
Chennai airports, aims to
make air travel more com-
fortable and pocket-friendly
for the commaon people, the
government claims. The
Union Ministry  of Civil
Aviation had previously
launched the ‘Udaan’
scheme t© make air travel
accessible to the average
citizen.
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Taximen protest
at Mopa Airport

PERNEM: A number of taxi
operators protested at the
Pernem market following
repeated orders to shut
clown the Blue Cab counter
at Manohar International Air-
portin Mopa. The taxi opera-
tors later met officials at the
Pernem Mamlatdar's office
to discuss their grievances.
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AHMEDABAD

New Domestic
lounge at
airport

In good news for people
traveling from Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel
International (3VPI)
Airport, a new domestic
lounge is set to open at
Terminal 2 (T2} of the
airport. With several
domestic airlines shifting
their operations from
Terminal 1 (TTto T2, there
has been an increase in
passenger footfall at T2,
leading to a demand for
upgraded lounge facilities.
In response, a new
domestic lounge is being
created at T2 featuring
greater seating capacity
and several amenities like
power outlets, fast Wi-Fi,
and food and drink
options. Traditionally
serving as the
international terminal, T2
is being expanded to
function as anintegrated
terminal for both domestic
and international flights.
This action aims to better
utilize T2's space during
daytime hours, 88 most
international flights
operate at night, while also
reducing the stress on the
domestic terminal The
upgrades are notlimited
to Terminal 2 Plans are
underway to refurbish the
domestic lounge at T1,
transforming itinto a more
luxurious and relaxing area
for passengers.
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Over 000 flights delayed
at Delhi Airport amid bad
weather, runway upgrade

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHIL APRL 20

MORETHAN 600 Mights were de-
layed at Delhi's Indira Gandhi
International Alrport | IGIA) on
Tuesday due to unfavourable
weather conditions and the clo-
sure of one of the four rumvas
lor repairworke

Arotalof 198 arrivals and 443
departures were delayed, re-
ported Might tracking website
Rightradar?4, 25 of 11.30pm,

Ina passerger advisory, the
airpon had earlier underined
that delays were expected. “Due
to shafting wind patterns in the
vicinity of the airport, certain air-
line operations may experence
delays,” read a poston its official
accounton Xon Tuesday evening.

Acombination of Bctors, in-
cluding the early onset of east-
erly winds and the commence-
ment of upgradation work on a

rumway, has beenleading tode-
Lays at the airport.

Airtraffic flow management
measures were put inplace 8:30
pm onwards on Tuesday,
"y Air Traffic Control authori-
ties o ensuire safe operations, in
accordance with international
4nd regulatory protocols, keep-
ingpassenger safety asthe high-
est priority,” as peran official
Stalement,

Last week, Delhi Airport
wamed of unfvourable weather
conditions as it ated forecasts
from the India Meteorological
Department, and said that east-
erby winds are expected between
April 26 and May 4. "The change
inwind patierns may poten tally
affect flight operatonsdunngthe
period,” it said,

When the casterly winds are
in action, the airport can accept
onby 32 amivals per hour; in con-
trast to 46 amivals perhour during
westerly winds, as perofficials.
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1Gl scrambles to address delays

Over 200 flights delayed amid runway work, winds; 10 more air traffic controllers added

ASHISH SRIVASTAVA @ New Del

A wave of delays has crippled
flight operations at Indira Gan-
dhi International (1GI) Alrport,
with over 20 outbound flights
gefting delayed on Monday and
nearly hall of arrving fights
running behind the schedule,
The disruption, caused by a
combination of strong easterly
windsand the ongoing upgrade
of Runway 28/10, has led to
widespread chaos and growing
frustration among passsngers,

While the easterly winds—an
annual weather patter n—have
imposed stringent flow restric-
tions, the temiporary closure of
a cruclal runway has added to
the airport’s operational woes,
According to data from the
flight tracking website Flight-
radar24, delays are averaging
around 30 minutes. However,
no fights have been diverted to
other airports, The nimway up-
grade, which began on April 8,
invol ves improvements to the
Instrument Landing System
(ILS}), essential for navigation
in low-visibility conditions. As

per the latest advisory from
Delhi Alrport, flight operations
remained impacted betwesn
8:30 pm Tuesday and 12:30 am
Wednesday due to altered
wind conditions.

The situation is expected to
persist until at least Mav 4. In
reaponge, the Delhi Interna-
tional Alrport Limited (DLIAL),
which operates IGI Alrport,
along with Air Traffic Control
(ATC), has ramped up efforis to
manage the crisis. Ten addi-
tional air traffic controllers
have been deployed—six in

area control and four in ap-
proach—ralsing ATC's opera-
tional capacity by nearly 30%.
“On an average day, 35 alr
traffic controllers manage Del-
hi’s airspace. Given the current
crisis, we hawe added ten more,”
said a senior officlal from the
Ajr Traffie Contrallers’ Guild.
“The delay is not in the air,
but likely occurring on the
ground,” he added The official
further criticized the lack of
proactive planning, blaming
the airports failure to upgrade
Runway 10028 in a timely man-

Social media flooded
with passenger plaints

With soclal media flooded with
passenger complaints and aidines
scrambling to rearrange
schedules, the crisks underscores
the need for better prepaedness
at the country's busiest aviation
hub. The situation Is expected to
persist until at least May &, In

s ponse, the DIAL, which
opemates |G| Alrport, along with
Air Traffic Control, has ramped up
efforts to manage the crisis.

ner and ashortage of ATC stafl
for worsening the disruption.

“Eastery winds are a kKnown
seasonal phenomenon, vet the
absence of a functioning run-
way and adeguate personnel
has made the situation worse.
Despite Delhi being the busiest
airport in the eountry we oper-
ate under the same Watch Duty
Time Limitation as smaller air-
ports—only two hours. The
government must address this
if we are to manage such high
volumes of air traffic efficient-
Iy," the official explained.
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Despite Pak airspace closure, IndiGo to
go ahead with Europe expansion plans

FLIGHT PATH. Ticket bookings for its new flights to Amsterdam and Manchester to start next month

——
Rohit Vaid
New Delhi

Undeterred by Pakistan’s de-
cision to close its airspace,
airline major IndiGo is set to
embark on its European ex-
pansion plan with ticket
bookings for its new flights
to Amsterdam and
Manchester starting from
next month, sources told
businessline.

Accordingly, the low-cost
carrier plans toinitially oper-
ate these services from a key
Indian city to these promin-
ent European destinations as
part of its expanding interna-
tional network.

Sources told businessline,
that the airline will keep a
three- and four-day schedule
for its flights to Amsterdam
and Manchester.

However, with the recent
closure of Pakistan’s air-
space, IndiGo is also consid-
ering adjustments to its
flight operations. Last week,
the airline had said in a state-
ment that due to the closure

WAY FORWARD. Over 50 international routes will require longer sectors, which may necessitate
some slight schedule adjustments swivkumas pusteakar

of Pakistan's airspace, “over
50 international routes oper-
ated by it will require longer
sectors and hence may be
subject to some slight sched-
ule adjustments”.

“With the same restric-
tions and limited re-routing
options, unfortunately, Al-
maty and Tashkent are out-
side the operational range of
IndiGo’s  current  fleet.
Hence, flights to Almaty
stand cancelled from the

27th of April until atleast the
7th of May and to Tashkent
from the 28th of April until
the 7th of May, 2025,” the
airline said.

CURRENT CHALLENGES
Notwithstanding the current
challenges, the airline has
several options to bypass
Pakistan’s airpace.

The airline may imple-
ment a strategy similar to its
operations from Kolkata to

Vietnam, sources told busi-
nessline. IndiGo feeds those
operations from flights ori-
ginating from different des-
tinations within India, which
converge at Kolkata, and
from their passengers board
the flight to Vietnam.
Alternatively, sources said
that the airline can simply
reroute its flight over the Ar-
abian sea. For its European
operation, the airline plans
to deploy its lone Boeing 787

Dreamliner aircraft on these
routes. IndiGo has entered
into a an agreement with
Norse Atlantic Airways for
the damp lease (with crew) of
four Boeing 787-9 aircraft,
out of which it has received
one. At present, the first 787
has been deployed on the
Delhi-Bangkok route. The re-
maining aircraft are expected
to arrive by the second half of
2025.

The enhanced partnership
with Norse Atlantic Airways
will help IndiGo make stra-
tegic inroads and establish
the brand in the European
market, the airline’s Chief
Executive Pieter Elbers had
earlier said.

BROADER STRATEGY

“As we execute our broader
strategy to strengthen and
extend our international net-
work, we are steadily advan-
cing towards our vision of be-
coming a global player by
2030, firmly rooted in India
and driven by continuous ex-
pansion,” he was quoted as
saying in a statement.
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