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Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Union

Civil Aviation Minister Kinjarapu Ram Mohan

Naidu, Uttar Pradesh Governor Anandiben Patel, and others, during inauguration of the
newly constructed Noida International Airport, in Noida on Saturday. — PTi

PM maugurates Phase I of
Noida International Airport

NOIDA, March 28: Prime Mimister Naren-
dra Modi mmaugurated the first Phase of the
Noida International Airport, located in Jewar,
on Saturday.

The Prime Minister was accompanied by
Chief Mimister Yogi Adityanath, Aviation Min-
ister Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Naidu and other
dignitaries,

The first phase of the airport, developed at
an estimated cost of Rs 11,200 crore, 15 envi-
sioned as a multi-modal transport hub with
seamless connectivity through road, rail, met-
ro and regional transport systems.

According to an official statement, the
project includes a multi-modal cargo hub with
an 1mitial handling capacity of over 2.5 lakh
metric tonnes annually, expandable to around

18 lakh metric tonnes.

The statement added that the airport’s ini-
tial passenger handling capacity will be 12
million passengers per annum (MPPA), scala-
ble up to 70 million MPPA. The Prime Minis-
ter also inspected the terminal.

Inaugurating phase-I of the Nouda Internation-
al Airport, Modi said, “Today marks the begin-
ning of a new chapter in the journey towards a
Viksit Uttar Pradesh and a Viksit Bharat.”

He said Jewar airport would boost economic
activity in the region. “Noida International
Aarport will create new opportunities for farm-
ers, small traders and youngsters of Western
Uttar Pradesh,” he said. Noidais now ready to
welcome the world, reflecting the spint of a
self-reliant India, he said. — PTI
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Noida International Airport to boost
NCR’s aviation capacny reglonal growth

—
Rohit Vaid
Menw Dl

The inauguration of Noida
International Airport's
Phase 1 in the Jewar town-
ghip of Greater Noida by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday marks a
new milestone in the Na-
tional Capital Region's avi-
ation landscape,

The project is expected to
usherina new phase of integ-
rated, airport-led urban de-
velopment in the NCE.

AEROTROPOLIS MODEL
Industry experts say it sig-
nals the emergence of the
“aerotropolis” model, where
airports  fanction as eco-
nomic hubs driving con-
nectivity, investment and
urban expansion.

The airport becomes the
third aviation hub in the
NCR after Indira Gandhi In-
ternational  Airpert and
Hindon Airport, strengthen-
ing the region's multi-air-
port system.

At the inauguration cere-

PUBLIC RESPONSE. People gather at the newly constructed
Moida International Airport after its inauguration by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in Jewar, UP, on Saturday #

mony, large crowds gathered
in Jewar, reflecting strong
public interest.

Among them, Sachin
Mehra, a I19-year-old at-
tendee, highlighted employ-
ment opportunities expec-
ted from the project,
particularly in  aviation,
ground handling, technical
services and hospitality.

Meanwhile, Kamal
Devgan, a resident of
Greater Noida, said the air-

port would ease travel signi-
ficantly, reducing depend-
ence on Delhi's airport.

ECONOMIC SHIFT

Beyond the inauguration, ex-
perts emphasised its wider
economic significance.
Speaking to husinessline from
Mumbai, Jagannarayan Pad-
manabhan, Senior Director
and Global Head (Consult-
ing) at Crisil Market Intelli-
gence & Analytics, said the

airport marks a structural
shift from a single-airport
dependency model o a
multi-airport aviation sys-
tem in the NCR.

He also noted strong in-
frastructure linkages, in-
cluding the Yamuna Express-
way, Eastern Peripheral
Expressway and connectiv-
ity w the Delhi-Mumbai
Expressway,

Kiran Jain, Chief Operat-
ing Officer of Noida Interna-
tional Airport, said such in-
frastructure attracts
industries and strengthens
surrounding economic eco-
systems through improved
global connectivity.

SCALE OF
CONSTRUCTION
Construction began in 2022
and was completed over 37
months, involving over 22.5
lakh tonnes of aggregates,
22000 tonnes of reinforce-
ment steel, 14,000 tonnes of
structural steel and about 2.8
lakh cubic metres of con-
crete.

The project logged over 80
million man-hours.
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PM Modi inaugurates phase 1
of Noida International Airport

INFRA PUSH. The airport will boost connectivity and opportunities for farmers, MSMEs and youth: PM

Crm—
Rohit Waid
Hew Dulhi

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Sarurday inaugurated Phase-1 of the
Noida Intermational Airport at Je-
war in Uttar Pradesh, calling it a ma-
jor catalver for compectivity, bogist
ice and economie expansion across
Morth India,

Accordingly, PM Modi said the
airpart marks o “new chapter™ in de-
velopment and reiterated that it will
act as 3 key engine of growth for
western Uttar Pradesh.

NEW HLUR

He highlighted that Uttar Pradesh
has now emerged among the Stes
with the highest number of interna-
tionzl airports.

Besides, the Prime Minkster said
the airport will benefit a wide re-
gionzl belt including Agra, Mathura,
Aligarh, Ghazlabad, Meerut, Er-
awah, Bulandshahr and Faridabad,
while penerating new opportunities

Prime Minister Marendra Madi with Union Chel Aviaticn Menister K Ram Mohan

Maidu, Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, Deputy CM Keshay Prasad
Manirya, Governor Anandiben Patel and others during the inauguration e

for farmers, micro, small and me-
dium enterprises, and vouth,

Furthermore, PM Modi said the
project is part of a broader infra-
structure push in western Uttar Pra-
desh, citing the semiconductor fact-
ory in Noids, expansion of the
Meerut Metro, and the Delhi-
Meerut Namo Bharat rall as paralle]
initintives.

He moted that the airport is integ-

rated with major expressways and

rail networks, improving mul-
timodal connectivity across the
region.

Additionally, FM Modi thanked
farmers who contribured land for
the ai (NIA) project and em-
phasnscrpdwl;w role a:lujr iilﬂ'mstnlcturr:
m SIrL'ngl:]wning food i‘ll’lll.‘ﬁ"ﬁ!l:ﬁ'g
and global market access.

Prime Minister also noted the

role of farmers in supporting the
economy, particularly through eth
anol production from sugarcane,
stating that it has reduced crude eil
import dependence and generated
significant  foreign  exchange
sAvings.

At the same event, Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yopi Aditvanath said
the inauguration reflects a new
phase of development under the
“douhle-engine government,”

Furthermore, the UPF CM said
Moida [nternaticnal Airport is being
developed a5 a major logistics and
Invesement hub, Integraced with ex-
pri ys and rail nerworks, and is
I."xph.‘b.'g to generate employment
for lakhs of youth.

He added that the region will ac-
tract industries such as semicon-
ductors, electronles manulfacturing,
apparel, medical devices and data
centres, supported by o multimodal
cargn ecosvstem and future expan-
sion plans including  addivional
FUMWIYE,
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PMinaugurates Phase-1of
Noida International Airport

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated
thie first Phase of the Noida Intermational Air-
port, located in Jewar, on Saturday,

PM was accompanied by Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, Aviation Minister Kinjarapu
Ram Mohan Maidu and other dignitaries.
Haborate security arrangements were piit in
place in view of the prime minister's visit.
The first phase , developed at an estimated
oost of T11 200 crore, s envisioned as a milti-
muodal transport hub with seamless connec-
tivity through road. rail, metro and regional
transport systems. T
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inauguration by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Jewar, Gautam Buddha Magar district in
Uttar Pradesh on Saturday. Fmi



HIeara Hmmgm
AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIE JAGRAN DELHI

30 MARCH 2026

w8 AR spiefoe: Bl s snures e, coaneal, AR
e 91 2 e O] @ TR 30ET

FFRT  ATECEL, W a‘ru;a
o & AR AR
ﬂﬂmﬂﬁﬂmﬂ@h
WHE W AtE 7 e
HO ¥ O gAe R
® & 73 9T P & fag ad
e Ay  E | aT
AWET T (EARAE)
9 UM T W R
F F U HARTHE
R e W 9 o
TH A

W F g # A
T ST T W
feifE fee foen Em
ffn o fidest smnz
= ) {7 &) aRa
rifes ey wes Sy o=
¥0 F UA @A v Fife
0 & fan e P 1

o olf1 9 AT KB denTel
2T S99 1 BT M

o Vs o) ks FroasE
M 3 TERde ME o

e Fm A A |

UHsIR SR 1 79 e wi
o A A U A w5
FH HHE | FE TE 9T A
AR A AR A R

qnmﬂm#mﬂﬁmvnw
W AT o SR S gelE
W SR S A
T Bl A S 21 4200 Wit
T % PA & A e
50 el T A T g
e A AWy A wE
100 H12T 97 360 fedlt om ==
F fm of o & uad F
T M £




.

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DATNIE JAGRAN

EANPUR

dTIe[® DI Fellse aR
fed, SiaX ot 3n1t &

AR HaeEd, SHQR: YR §
e e H FAE TR A
9N fq foert| Sat #t TR
&1 gfow e freer & e
@ § o HEE & IgH W
T 1 St @ geE % o
& ¢ (efifa ¢) forar 31 30
&1 FE & B 2fiae ¢ 7 gag
w1 | TRAE e 1 s |

lISC &l J9Y

HiES I I = |

&EE 1115 1150
BiCES 12:00  12:30
TS 1:55 235
et 335 4110

ferifira weTEe 11 BevEme it

T i & [ el § | RelErg
9 HIEE & Fee HEE % 9N
& TreR, g, JEErR i
yHER & 0 @9 fent | I8
% T o a5 foma T 8|
3 & W W wWal g8 o
ST R T, el % Ve o
T4 g i SR & IeE &
HmuT 4 e e en f6
qag i ST 29 | T4 gag o
31§ St & folg wese e
g e 3 20 UE § wwe
Fege PR S Rem 81 zEd
TEe ®I TNE & foeel, Hag &

S % FARE H9E H 9N
YiER @l | 30 Hay § e
fegre wem Fcd A =arn fF
i e T A
Zftie ¢ o 81 S e
3 dfies w9 § Ta@ ¢
fife 7 et gag & 8 s
I=H e @ O W g8 9
T W & A FE £l wE
Sl RO W S FH 99
T & 5o fame s e
F I F IgA FHEA &
a7 =iftrg |

29 MARCH 2026



HITaig 'rjrrr"maazi_mﬁam

AIRPORTSAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DATNTE JAGRAN FANPUR 29 MARCH 2026

3[d WRUIE W #iforg
dTSWTS ! HU Gfae

35T SEEREKE) P oW ¥ ST

el AT AIEE o TR AT

RO T, DR - TR i ol ARE ol
o Pt o g N

s e T & T e

B WA A T TeER @ L 34
wredn F gmTed oA % O08C 4% RN VEE o
TS T OEE TEA e | 3 i @ vege

g e mom)
e e WY oawa 4

HIME g (v o) o
1 | 5 TR T A 8

i wE woatd & aibmeasmmadafidm
oo AEwE W e s & A A Flyma e
e w4 am e T e e 0t e |
10:15 H91 I5EYA oA I 3R I A e e A
T AEEE G W aew  and e @ 6 veee Ferd |
T R F U W Fr g fis e
| o8 T 52 WHE W g anf v 2l ot
H o 5 ey el ) g A
i, Pos 8 S S

o T A T |




HIvarg faa=a S
AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

FREE PRESS JOURNAL MUMBA T 29 MARCH 2026

Modi in unity call

at Jewar airport

e

PM, UP Governor Anandiben Patel, CM Yogi Adityanath

1

b
e

and others at the inauguration. - F1y

- -
Modi in unity call...
He nited that Indias dependence on orude oil and
gas imports from conflict-affected megions remains
1 coneern, but ssemed thet necessiry measires e
being taken to cushion the impact.

Modi alwo eslled for political restraint. urging
partics to woid irresponsible remarks during sensi-
tive times “Such statements moy feich temporary
political gains. but they herm the nation and will not
be forgiven by the people” he said, recalling public
backlash apminst misinformation during  the
COVID- 19 pandemic

Inmupursting the sirport, built at on estirmated
cost of ground ¥ILO0O0 crore i its first phase. Modi
described the project ss 2 milestone in Indiss nfre-
structure journey and a key step towards building a
developed Uttnr Pradesh. “Today murks the begin-
ning of o new chapter in the jowrney towards a
Viksit Uttar Pradesh and a Viksit Bharst” he said.

The airport is expected to boost coonomic sctive
ity aeross westernn Uttar Pradesh, benefiting cties
such as Agra, Mathor, Aligarh, Ghagiabad, Meerut
and Faridabad. Modi said & would create new
opportumnities for Errmers, small raders and vouth,

Biswajoot Banarjon while enhancing connectivity with global markets,
JEWAR Highlighting the government’s avintion push, he

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Satorday innogrumated
the first phase of the Noida [n-
termational Airport ot Jewar,
urging citizens to remain
united and resalute amid glo-
bal uncertainties.

suid the UDAN scheme has enabled over 18 o
passengers to travel at affordable farss. The scheme
has now been expanded with un outlay of 29,000
crore (o improve regional connectivity. Modi noted
that Uttnr Pradesh is now among the states with the
highest number of nternational ai signalling
rapid infrostrocture growth,. He added  thar the
Jewnr region is emerging as o logistics hub, aided by

Al-_*d-'-'fF!iﬂH. a ﬂ-’"—hﬂnﬂﬂ SARUS LOGOD fredght corridors converging at Dadril which will
Modi said achieving a *Viksit FOR NIA favilitate fister meovement of goods o ports.
HE_I'III wiruld Fﬂqmﬁlﬂf\:\l The Noida International The PM emphasised Indins push townrds self-
llr_t'lnf d'ﬁlﬂ_ﬂf L4 b-lﬂl-ﬂﬂ_m' Airpart (NIA) has relisnce in the avistion scctor, particularly in
dinns, especially at a time fertad the Sa Maintenance, Repair and Overhaul services.

when the world is grappling
with multiple crises, including
the ongoing conflict in West
Asin

“I appen! to the people of
the country o face this crisis

crane as its official logo,
siming to create a
distinctive global
idantity while reflacting
the state's cultural and
ecological heritage. The

“Eartier, nearly 85% of aircraft hod o go shroad for
servicing. Today, lnrpe-seale MRO feilitics ane being
developed within the country” he said. Recalling
the project’s origins, Modi said the airport was first
approved in 2008 during the tenure of former
Prime Minister Atal Hihari Vigpayee, adding that

calmly, with patience and Sarus, Uttar Pradesh's improved connectivity would boost agriculrl
unity. This is a global chal- state hird, symbalises exports and food processing industries in the
lenge, but Indigs interests grace, tradition and region. He highlighted the mole of sugan-ane firmers
st remain our op P“'Uﬂl'.'rf emvironmental in Indig's cthanol programme. noting that cthanel
Thut is our greatest strength. harmony. Its inclusion blending has helped reduce crude oil imports and
he said. in the airport's save nenrly ¥L5 lakh erore in forcign exchange
The Prime  Minister branding aligns with the Spread over 3,300 acres, the girports frst phose
stressed that the government state government's includes one terminal and 8 rumwy, with an inigial
is forused on safeguarding the vision of balancing eapacity of around 30 million passengers anmalby It
interests of [milies and development with is expected o ease congestion ol Indirn Goendhi
farmers while ensuring that heritage, presenting Intermutional Airpert and, in the bong lerm, expand
global disruptions do not Uttar Pradesh's cultural into one of Asiss lnrpest svintion hubs with up 1o five
burden citizens. richness on the global rummwas planned by 2040,
stage. Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityansth

P Contd on | Nation

mnd Civil Aviation Minister Kinjeropu Rem Molum
Naidh were present at the event.

Commervial flight opemtions from the sirpon
ure expeeted to begin in April

There s o crisis acmss the word, with every
nation grappling o mvigate its impact. India, oo, s
confronting the challenge with resohve, drewing
strength from its cifizens, Prime Minister Nerendo
Modi said, Noting India's dependenee on crude oil
mmd gns imports from conflict-hit regions, Modi
sdded that the gpovernment is taking neccssary
steps to ensure the burden does not wll on fmilies
and farmers. Highlighting the gans from ethanal
blending, be said that without the increase in etha-
mol production and its mixing with petral, India
wotld hove been compelled o import an additional
45 crure barrels of crude oil annually.
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PM Narendra Modi inaugurates Noida International
Airport, callsitaboost to UP’s growth

G AN

GK NewsService
Mew Dalhl, Mar 28

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday inaung-
rated the Noida Interna-
tional Airport at Jewar in
Uttar Pradesh, describing it
as a major milestone in the
“Viksit UP, Viksit Bharat”
mission and a symbol of the
state's rapid development.
Speaking at the occasion, the
Prime Minister said Uttar
Pradesh has now emerged
as one of the states with the
highest number of interna-
tional airports in India. He
expressed personal satis.
faction at both laying the
foundation stone earlier and
now inaugurating the proj-
ect, adding that the airport
strengthens the state's iden-
tity om the global stage,
Modi said the airport
wotld benefit a large region
covering cities such as
Agra, Mathura, Aligarh,
Ghaziabad, Meerut, Etawah,
Bulandshahr and Faridabad.
He noted that the project
would create new oppaortuni.
ties for farmers, small busi.
nesses and vouth in western
Uttar Pradesh, while improv-
ing global connectivity.
Highlighting recent infra-
structure developments,
Modi said western Uttar

Pradesh has seen several
major projects in recent
weeks, including a semi-
conductor plant in Noida,
expansion of metro services
and the rollout of the Delhi-
Meerut Namo Bharat Corri-
dor. He said the new airport
would further strengthen
connectivity and position
Moida as a key growth engine
for the state.

The Prime Minister
recalled that the Jewar
airport project was first
approved in 2008 under
former Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, adding that
it has now been completed
and made operational under
the current government;

He also emphasised the
region's emergence asa logis
tics hub, citing its proxim-
ity to major freight corridors
converging at Dadri that con
nect northern India to ports
on the eastern and western
coasts, This multi-modal con
nectivity, he said, would help
farmers and industries access
plobal markets more efficient-
Iv and attract investment.

Modi thanked local farm-
ers for contributing land
for the project and said
improved infrastructure
would boost food processing
and agricultural exports. He
also highlighted the role of

ethanol production from sug.
arcane in reducing India's
dependence on crude oil
impaorts, noting that it has
saved sigmificant foreign
exchange and improved
farmers’ incomes,

On aviation growth, the
Prime Minister said India
now has over 160 airports
and air connectivity is
expanding to smaller towns.
He noted that under the
UDAN Scheme, affordable
air travel has benefited over
L6 crore passengers, and fur.
ther expansion plans include
building 100 new airports
and 200 helipads,

He also announced the
foundation of a Maintenance,
Repair and Overhaul (MRO)
facility at Jewar, aimed at
reducing India's dependence
on foreign services for air
craft maintenance and gen
erating employment. Citing
broader infrastructure gains,
Modi said public investment
has risen sharply over the
past decade, with expanded
highways, near-complete
railway electrification, and
improved port and inland
waterway capacity, He added
that efforts are underway to
connect previously unlinked
regions, inchuding the Kash
mir Valley and parts of the
Northeast, to the rail network.

Noida International Airport
will become launchpad for UP’s
bright future: CM Yogi

GK News Service
New Dalhi, Mar 28

In the presence of Prime
Minizster Narendra Modi,
Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Aditvanath on
Saturday addressed the
manguration of the first
phase of Noida Interna-
tional Alrport, calling it
a major milestone in the

& A

state's development,

He said the airport would
boost investment, trade and
employment, while enhanc-
ing Uttar Pradesh's global

connectivity. Highlighting
the Centre's role, he cred-
ited PM Modi's leadership
for driving infrastructure
growth and steering India
towards becoming a devel
oped nation.
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Srinagar Airport to
unveil passenger-
friendly upgrades today

Facilities including DigiYatra, expanded waiting areas, free
Wi-Fi, Flybrary to be inaugurated

Shabir Ilbn Yusuf
Srinagar. Mar 28

Srinagar Airport is set to
take a significant leap for-
ward in passenger experi
ence with the virtual inau
guration ofseveral upgraded
facilities on March 29.

The initiative reflects the
Government of India's contin:
ued push toward modernising
aviation infrastructure and
enhancing traveler conve-
nience across the country,

The upgrades will be for
mally inaugurated by Union
Minister of Civil Aviation
Rammohan Naidu Kinjar-
apu under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, whose administration
has emphasized digital trans
formation and passenger-
friendly innovations in civil
aviation.

Passengers traveling
through Srinagar Airport
can expect a range of new and
improved facilities designed
to streamline their journey
and make their airport expe
rience more comfortable:

Expanded Security Hold
Area (SHA) The enlarged
waiting spaceaims to reduce
congestion during peak
hours, offering passengers
more room and comfort after
security checks.

Seamless DigiYatra
AccessiIntegration with
DigiYatra will allow travel
ers to move through check-
points using facial recogni-
tion technology, significant-
Iy cutting down wait times
and paperwork.

Free Wi-Fi for Up to 4
Hours: Complimentary high
speed internet access will
enable passengers to stay
connected, work, or enter
tain themselves while wait-
ing for their flights.

Introduction of “Fly-
brary™;

A unique addition, the
Flybrary concept offers
books for passengers to read
on the go, promoting a cul-
ture of reading and relax-
ation within the airport
environment.

Officials describe the
development as a major step
toward creating a “smart
airport” ecosystem in Sri-
nagar. The enhancements
are expected to improve
operational efficiency while
elevating the overall passen-
ger experience—especially
important as air traffic to
and firom the Kashmir Valley
continues to grow,

The introduction of Digi-
Yatra and digital services
aligns Srinagar Airport with
other modern airports across
India, reinforcing the coun-
try's broader vision of tech-
enabled, hasslefree travel

Improved airport infra-
structure is also likely to
benefit tourism in Jammu
and Kashmir, making the
region more accessible and
appealing to domestic and
international travelers. With
Srinagar serving asa crucial
gateway to the Valley, such
upgrades could play a vital
role in strengthening connec
tivitv and economic activity.

As the aviation sector
continues to evolve, these
passenger-centric initia-
tives signal a commitment
to blending technology, com
fort, and efficiency—ensur
ing that passengers enjoy
a smoother journey from

arrival to departure.

“Exciting news for pas-
sengersatSrinagar Alrport
under the visionary lead-
ership of Hon'ble Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi ji, Srinagar Airport
is set to witness the virtual
inauguration of key pas-
senger-centric facilities on
29 March 2026 by Hon'ble
Union Minister of Civil
Aviation Shri Rammohan
MNaidu Kinjarapu ji.

The upgraded facilities
include an expanded Securi-
ty Hold Area, seamless Digi-
Yatra access, Free Wi-Fi for
up to 4 hours, and the newly
introduced Flybrary for
readers on the go A signifi-
cant step towards smarter,
seamless and more comfort-
ahle travel experience for
our passengers. @MoCA
Gol @ RamMNEK @ AAl Of-
cial waaiRedNR," Srinagar
Adrport said in a post on X,

NOTICE
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‘Noida airport has put Jewar on the map....":
Surge in property prices amid real estate boom

Drishti Jain
Noida, Mairch 29

“JEWAR IS ready to create his-
tory...."."Jewar is now ready for
takeoff...” Large hoardings —
with big promises for the future
— lined up the roads from
Noida to Jewar as the National
Capital Region (NCR) got its sec-
ondinternational airport onSat-
urday. The Noida International
Airport, inaugurated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, is set
toserve both as a major passen-
ger and a cargo hub.
Addressingthe grand event,
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath said the airport
would serve as a “launchpad”
forthestate’s economic growth,
boosting investment, trade and
employment while giving the
state a stronger global identity.
Around 3 km from the in-
auguration site, Bhav Sharma
(29), a property dealer, sat with

Jewar's USP for property dealers is now the airport. GaIENDRA vADAY

his father inside his office. “Be-
fore November 2021, so many
people had not heard of Jewar.
The airport has put the town on
the map,” he said as he shared
that his family hasbeen running
the property business — Jewar
Real Estate’— forabout 15 years
now, which primarily dealswith
sale and purchase of agricul-
tural land.

He said they have clients
based in Delhi- NCR, including

Noida, Ghaziabad, and Farida-
bad, and now, they have been
able to build a customer base
abroad too.

According to Bhav, it was in
2019 that an uptick in inquiries
for property purchases was
seen. However, asignificant in-
crease happened after 2021
when PM Modi laid the founda-
tionstoneoftheairport. “Clients
now primarily ask about the air-
port. The area is sel to see more

industries, warehouses, and
residential localities— it is, in
true sense, a real estate boom,”
he said, predicting that morein-
dustrial units will be set up in
the area, not in a span of years,
but months.

Jewar, which just had 25 real
estate offices till a few yearsago,
now has around 200 such of-
fices, according to MK Sharma
(45), owner of SN Enterprises.
“There is a lot of development
needed here...But after today’s
inauguration, I can see multiple
opportunities,” said the prop-
erty dealer, who handles sale
and purchase of plots, flats and
agricultural land.

He recalled how he changed
his business pitch after 2021.
“My selling point has become
theairport now. Eatlier, Tusedto
say that this place is a less-
crowded substitute for Delhi,”
he said. However, regulations
have become tighter, he added.

“Theauthorities havetakenalot
of land under them, and there
are demolitionsevery monthto
raze unauthorised structures.
We get alot of clients asking for
private freehold land, but now it
isunder stringent laws. Getting
land under the Yamuna Ex-
pressway Industrial Develop-
ment Authority (YEIDA) is a
little difficult as it takes a lot of
formalities, thereisalottery sys-
tem involved, and it takes time
to get possession,” heexplained.

Manish Kashyap (27), who
also works with Bhav Sharma,
pointed out that people pointed
out that prices of properties in
the areaaround 40 km ofthe in-
ternational airport haveshotup
in the last seven years, “Tappal,
alocality, whichislocatedjust 8
km from the airport, hasdrawn
alot of investment. The prices
increased from Rs 3 lakh per
hectare to now Rs 26 lakh per
hectare,” he shared.
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Noida airport to serve as launchpad for UP’s economic growth: CM

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Lucknow

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath has said that
Noida International Airport
will become the launchpad
for the state's economic
growth, boosting investment,
trade and employment while
giving Uttar Pradesh a new
global identity. He pointed
out that this airport will play
a decisive role in taking UP's
potential to new heights.
Chief Minister Yogi on
Saturday said the newly inau-
gurated Noida International
Airport at Jewar would act as
a “launchpad” for the state's
economic growth, boosting
investment, trade and
employment while giving UP
a new global identity.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had laid the foundation
stone of this airport on
November 25, 2021.
Addressing a public gather-
ing during the inauguration
ceremony attended by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the
chief minister congratulat-

ed him for taking the state's
aviation sector to “new
heights” through the project.

He said that despite global
instability and rising fuel
prices in many countries,
India had managed to main-
tain stable petroleum prices
and uninterrupted supply
due to the prime minister's
“visionary leadership” over
the past decade.

Chief Minister Yogi said
that under the guidance of
Prime Minister Modi, the new
Uttar Pradesh of a new India
was today making a new
declaration of its identity
that when resolve is strong,
courage is firm and confi-
dence is unwavering, no goal
remains out of reach.

“Moida International
Airport is the result of turning
resolve into achievement. Its
runway will not only serve as
a foundation for taking UP's
economy to new heights, but
will also become the launch-
pad for the bright future of
Uttar Pradesh. This airport
will elevate investment, trade
and industrial development

ez T A ':mﬂn' £ oamag
t N uR#e X Hllr
e b daie

Prime Minister Narendra Modi being felicilat by Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath during inauguration
uf Ihe rrwd;r mmtrmted Nulda ImemahunaJ Mpnrt in .Jewa: Gautam Buddha Nagar FTI

in North lndJa whlte also
generating large-scale
employment,” the chief min-
ister said. He added that the
airport is part of a broader

vision to Erans!orm [ndla :nm
a developed nation, noting
that such infrastructure pro-
jects are driving growth
across various sectors.

Th1s new a1mm‘t wm p!ace
Uttar Pradesh firmly on the
global aviation map and rep-
resents a new chapter of
development,” he said.

Highlighting future expan-
sion plans, the chief minister
said the airport was current-
ly starting operations with
one runway and would soon
have a second, while in the
long term it is was envi-
sioned to have up to five
runways, establishing itself as
a major global aviation hub.

Taking a swipe at previous
governments of Congress
and the Samajwadi Party,
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
alleged that UP had long suf-
fered due to "policy paralysis
and misgovernance”, but had
now emerged as a “break-
through state” under the
double-engine government
over the past few years.

He noted that the founda-
tion stone of the airport was
laid by Prime Minister Modi
on November 25, 2021, and
the inauguration of its first
phase within a few years
reflects the pace of develop-
ment.

“When determination is
strong and confidence is
unwavering, no goal is unat-
tainable. |ewar airport is a

result of that resolve turning
into reality,” he said.

The chief minister high-
lighted Noida International
Airport’s strategic connectiv-
ity through the Yamuna
Expressway and its integra-
tion with major upcoming
infrastructure projects,
including the Delhi-Mumbai
Expressway, Eastern
Peripheral Expressway,
Ganga Expressway, Regional
Rapid Transit System (RRTS)
and the proposed Delhi-
Varanasi high-speed rail cor-
ridor.

He said the project would
generate employment for
lakhs of youth, both directly
and indirectly, while also
attracting investment in
sectors such as manufactur-
ing and logistics. Referring to
recent developments, the
chief minister said ground-
waork had already begun for
a semiconductor manufactur-
ing unit near the airport,
along with plans for multiple
industrial clusters, including
apparel parks, medical device
parks, toy parks, MSME parks

and handicraft hubs. He said
data centre units were also
being set up, and plans for a
“fintech city" were under-
way, creating a favourable
ecosystem for investors
across the National Capital
Region. CM Yogi Adityanath
added that the airport is
being developed as a seam-
less, smart and sustainable
aviation hub, with facilities
such as cargo hubs, aviation
fuel farms, in-flight kitchens,
maintenance, repair and
overhaul (MRO) services.

The development of a ded-
icated multi-modal cargo hub
would help Uttar Pradesh
overcome the limitations of
being landlocked and
improve access to global
markets, he said.

“The inherent potential of
Uttar Pradesh will now reach
new heights with this airport
and the ecosystem being

developed around it," the
chief minister added.
He also thanked the

farmers of the Jewar region
for their contribution to the
project.
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Jewar airport to boost investment, jobs: Naidu

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
W Moida/Lucknow

Union Civil Aviation Minister
Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Naidu
on Saturday said the Noida
International Airport at
Jewar would transform the
region into a hub for employ-
ment, investment and eco-
nomic growth, asserting that
the project would benefit not
just Uttar Pradesh but the
entire country.

Delivering his address in
Hindi at the inauguration
ceremony in the presence of
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi, Naidu described the
occasion as a matter of pride
for the nation and congrat-
ulated people on the launch
of the “grand and glorious”
airport. “This is a moment of
great happiness not only for
Jewar, Uttar Pradesh or
Delhi-NCR, but for the entire
country,” he said, adding
that the national capital had
received “another heart-
beat” with the development
of the airport.Highlighting
the design of the terminal,
Naidu said passengers visit-
ing the airport would expe-
rience the “identity and pride

of Uttar Pradesh”, reflecting
the prime minister's vision of
“development along with
heritage”. He said the project
was being developed not
merely as an airport but as
an “aerotropolis” under the
guidance of the prime min-
ister, with integrated cargo
facilities that would help
products manufactured in
the region reach markets
across the country and the
world.

Naidu said the upcoming
Maintenance, Repair and
Overhaul facility spread over
40 acres would provide

opportunities for local youth
to connect with the aviation
sector and become self-
reliant. "Earlier, people from
Jewar and nearby areas used
to travel to Delhi for work.
Now, people from across
the country and the world
will come to |ewar for
employment,” he said.

The minister said the
airport would open up
opportunities across sectors
such as ground handling,
cargo, maintenance, securi-
ty, real estate, hospitality,
transport, tourism, logistics
and agriculture.
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Airport360 Expo 2026 to spotlight India’s aviation
boom as passenger traffic heads toward 300 million

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

India's aviation sector is
entering a decisive expansion
phase, with passenger traffic
projected to reach 300
million domestic travellers by
2030 and commercial air-
craft fleets expected to nearly
double to around 1,100 air-
craft by 2027. Against this
backdrop, Airport360 Expo
2026 will be held on April
23-24, 2026 at the Bombay
Exhibition Centre, Mumbai.

The event will bring togeth-
er airport operators, airlines,

aviation authorities, technol-
ogy providers and infrastruc-
ture developers to examine
the next phase of airport
development and passenger
mobility in India.

The exhibition is expected
to host over 2,200 attendees,
50 plus exhibitors and over
100 aviation professionals
and decision makers, along
with participation from over
10 countries including
Germany, Nepal, Bangkok,
singapore, Oman, positioning
the event as a key industry
platform for collaboration
across the global aviation

value chain.

Placing the exhibition in
the context of India’s aviation
growth trajectory, Taher
Patrawala, Managing
Director, Media Fusion, said,
“India’s aviation sector is wit-
nessing one of the most
dynamic growth phases glob-
ally. Over the next two
decades, the industry will
reguire close to 37,000
pilots and 38,000
maintenance technicians,
highlighting the need for
coordinated innovation
across infrastructure, technol-
ogy and human capital.”
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First phase of Noida airport opened

Pecple gather at the Noida Internationsl Alvpor

t after its inanguration on Samrday, (FT1)

Modi calls for
unity, hard work

PIYLSH SRIVASTAVA

Lucknow: Prime Minlster
Naremdra Modl on Sanur-
iy urwed oitizens towork with
desfication and undfy o tackie
global challenges arising out
af theconflict In West Astn, and
said tha govornmant prior-
s securing India s inleresis

Addressing n gathering
at the Inauguration of the
Modda International -\h‘pﬂ'ﬂ
tnJewar, Moddi sakd: “Friends,
the positive effort of every-
oy 18 2 must w0 make Viksit
Bharat a reality. It 1s neces.
sary that 140 crore peopls of
thig conuntry work hard and
face the International crisis
together”

The flrst phase of the
greanfleld alrport project,
covering more than 1,400 hec-
tares, locludes one runway
aml coe termingd bullding,
with an anmual pagsenger
handling capacity of 12 mil-
lion

The project, initaten m
2019 under a public-private
partnership model by the
Uttar Pradesh govarmmant,
was awarded lo Switzer-
land-based Zurich Alrport
Internattonal AG. The con-
SATHCHNT WAS carTind onf by
115 Incal substdiary, Yamuna
International Alrport Pyt L,

Mo haat Jalda ghe fonmia-
iom stome of (e Alrport s firse
phase o 2021 and lnjegicamed
It on Satirday, Oncs complats,
the airpore Wikl be the 1argest
in the country.

The Prime Minlster wsed

the Inauguratlon ceremany in
ithe Gautam Budidh Nagar di=-
triet tourge polttical parthes o
desist from making wnfoand-
ed clulms and creatlng fear

prychosts.

“1 had spoken in detail tn
Parllament on how to deal
with the crisis arising out of
LI CTIECHNE WaT, Yostemiay, |
bl & detalled positive discus-
alon with the chief ministers.
Wi have to face this crisis
peacelully and padent by This
crisis has created problems
across the world, Wa havo to
e comeermied abort o coan
try,” Modi sald

T earnestly appeal o the
pobitical partos toavold mak-
Ing stotements that are burm-
ful to the country, The policy
and strategy adoptad by the
Centre are in the inwerest of
Indtim aned Indiuns, Those mik-
Ing negatlve statoments may
SCOTE SOME hrowntes points
politicatly, but the country-
men will never pardon them
For EhetT lemadeEncy (0 Narm ths
nation,” he added.

Opposition partles have
Pl ot e Mo goverTimant
For 15 peycedvisd s1kence on the
West Asin erists and is alleged
Irabii iy o hamdle the fel o
KBS BTG From 11,

Congress leader Rahul
Gilmihi his sakl the oeubtry's
Internatlonal polcy Wis ' comm-
TROITSeO DOCATER ENa FM -
salf wus compromilsed. hodl
does whit Amarlcs and Israsl
want hm b do”.

“They will ralse the prices
of petrod, diese] and LPG after

the {Assembly) elections {lo
Bengal, Assam, Kerali. Tamil
Madn and Poducherry). Modi
government nelther has a di-
rectlon nor a strategy, they
nave Hp serviee only,” Hahal
posted on X

Samajwadl Party presi-
dent Akhilesh Yadav has ac.
cuaed Lhe Mol government
of taking the country back o
* tho miedievad tima when wood
was sed as el

“His government made
people stand In quases sevaral
fimes, The poopie are again in
quene fie LPG and peirol-dio.
sel," he sald.

Ridiguling the Centre for
reducing oxcisa duty on pat
rol und diesel by £10 par L,
Bengal chisf minister and
Trinamoo] chief Mamata Ba-
nerfes has said: “It's like in-
creasiog the prics of o surse by
F1000 and offering a diseownt
of 4Hrom L

Modi said the Opposition
partles had reacted Lo the
RAIG WAy muring the Covid- 19
pandemic but filed o derive
any palitical milesgs from it

“ 5o penpla had sproad
rumonrs durtng ihe Corona
crisis niso. They led about
the Faccine so that tie job of
iha government woukd be-
oo diEenli and the country
would e harmed, But whiat
happened? The Deaple Taect-
o such a Kind of piies m
elections. I am confident that
all the political parties will
learn & lessomn from this and
support the united effort of
the coumiry,” he sald.
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Woman arrested for
bomb scare at airport

Mumbai: A 58-vear-old woman from Chandivli was arrested
on Wednesday after immigration officials at Mumbai Inter-
national Airportstopped her from boarding aMumbai-Delhi
flight for allegedly screaming that a bomb was planted in a
Mumbai-Ghaziabad flight and creating chaos on the premi-
ses. Immigration officials questioned Shanti Kothari and
handed her over to Sahar police.

The incident oceurred at 4 am at Boarding Gate 51 when
an Indigo airline executive was making announcements re-
garding a flight from Mumbai to Ghaziabad at Gate No. 52.
“She has been booked under the BNS. She claimed that she
was annoyed with the airline executive for screaming inside
the airport, and shelost control and screamed 'bomb',” said a
police officer of the Sahar police station.

Inthecomplaint, the executive said, “I was makinganan-
nouncement when Kothari came and told me, “Why are vou
shoutingsomuch? Whoever has tocome willcome. Why have
you made this a fish market here? And shouted at me.” The
executive added that when announcements for Indigo flight
from Mumbai to Delhi started at the next gate, Kotharishou-
ted loudly while boarding, “Don't go on the Ghaziabad flight;
there'sabombinit.” — V.Narayan
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Jewar on a high after |
airport launch, but not
everyone is celebrating |

g

Contracis

Ayantika Palitimennfindis com

Waoida! The mood in Jewnr i=oe-
lebratory with Nolda Duterng
tional Atrport formally insuge
rated A poised o open, Bul
iy locil vouils who wirked
for comtractors engaged with
Wbt gt proisct, Boar the good
dnys nre coming to an end for
thiem s work om ths frsl phase
of theatrport begins towrapup
What next? 11's a guestion
that fuixs muny of them worried
a3 they look to align their own
fatures with that of the i
port. The project. they are cer-
taln, will bring many job op
portunities to Jewan but how
aned when that will fake shape
I aniyone's guess, Shoubl Uy
hide their time o moveon ™
Foughly Lo0h workors o
Inyed acmss roles ranging from
tnusekeeping and plumbing to
welding and machine operation
sy no permanent positions have
ocn offered, to miedical cover
extended. and noclarity givenon
whether thelrvontracts will sue
wive thee shifl from construction
alte toopsrationalakrport
Muhenidm Ambedkar n BSe
gradunte with diplonas in com-
prater selonen, TTand cfvil eng
nearing, once enrnad Re 250000
maomth s 3 tab assistant of 2 Del
b hospital. Today: he carns Bs
F T T £ i SO TR T
BLO00 m mimih o o contraet]
wsrinr chodigg any ockd johs assig-
ned gt the sirport sfe. o role he
s Daesle] Tt (B et 10 micanlan,
since losing his hospitl job du-
ring e Covicd20 pandemile
Hisfnily g ap 0 bighaot
lanat fir the mlrport project and
rocehyel a3 lakh i componsn-
than. “After ny fol, Fstariid
working here bisciuss It s o
iy hoimd kn Jewhie Ranges The
incoma bs lower than betore, but
ut bt there was omplovment in
thearen,” hesmd.
For mintay: Hie Ambedion, the
gy bt woeny whant wais proma
and what was dellvered (5 men

suredd ot just in pay slipa but al
s bn the lack of job seourity
Yash Kumar {30} from Te
e willoge, carns around Rs
14,000 & momth working eight
nine hiours & day His family, be
said. were farmers for gponsne-
thoma, “There is 1ittle land neew; 5o
wwr have o worke Al the airport,
there are many types of jobs and
| pover réfizse any work.™ But af-
ter petrol. food, electricity and
omiribotions o his siblings’
oducation. littke remains. “And
miow even that income ls uncerts-
In. Since (he Lusg Tow wooke, the
W cortrmetor has not given me
Ay Joby” e sa el
Abhishek Kumar (213, also
froan Tahar pur. has uaed the site
Lo L el gl bl B ekt dmily Banchod
installing window panes, ns
sisting with electricl work, pn
inting nnd genernl maintenaEn
o6 Bt he russ the uncertaineg
“Contracts are usually short
term. There is no medical insg.
ranoe o any other akd. We do
high-risk jobs. There shoukd be
somm snfiery for us, " he aid
Surm) {24}, Trom Jewar, joi
med the abie in 309 with ao
prior skills and has gradually
learned comstruction work by
shedow lng ot hers. “Now | ass)
st in comstruction mnd relnted
wanrle | want a permanent job
Infoture,” he said.
Wkt L
Job roles ot the site span
Tt b ko g, lond ing and
unosding. plumbing. welding
anelstano, carpeniry abecirical
work. machine o i
ving and peneral Inbour. Wor
b oflety bk whatever i aval
Table an n glven diy with cont-
racls running amywhere Dom
ot manih o o sesr depending
ol i Pt e uiremaiia
Accoriding o a e supervi
sar roughly S0 1o [l worlers
are from Jewar il with the
remainder drmwnifrom districts
ncrosd. UR, including Gorokh
pur Aligarh. and Bolmidshshe
i e s fromn Bihae
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Govt in talks with states to
reduce aviation fuel taxes

Airlines seek relief as jet fuel costs threaten operations

AGE CORRESPONDENT

with agencies input
NEW DELHI, MARCH 29

In a bid to minimise the
impact of the West Asia
conflict on the Indian air-
lines, the Union civil avia-
tion ministry is engaging
with state governments to
cut taxes on jet fuel. The
step comes at a time when
several countries have
started canceling Nights
as jet fuel prices surged
phenomenally  sending
shockwaves through the
aviation sector worldwide,

While jet fuel rates in
India are vet to shoot up, it
is learnt that airlines have
approached the govern-
ment seeking relief on
taxes and airport charges
to manage the rising costs.
Jet fuel accounts for around
40 per cent of an airline’s
testal nneratinnal ensts

» THE STEP comes at a
time when several coun-
tries have started can-
celing flights as jet fuel
prices surged phenome-
nally sending shock-
waves through the avia-
tion sector worldwide

In this context the union
government is exploring
various options to min-
imise the impact of the
West Asia conflict on air-
lines, The Value Added
Tax (VAT) on Aviation
Turbine Fuel (ATF) vary
from state to state which
ranges between 25 per cent
in Delhi to 1 per cent in
Uttar Pradesh,

Already several carriers
have curtailed their sched-
uled services, especially to
the region, and the air
space restrictions are fore-
ine them tn take lonoere

routes for European and
North American destina-
tions

The Indian government
has already cut the excise
duty on petrol and diesel
and additional exeise duty
on export of diesel and
ATF has been hiked to pri-
oritise their domestic
availability. It is learnt the
director general of civil
aviation iz in touch with
its counterparts in other
couniries on the evolving
situation in West Asia,

Meanwhile. the airlines
will be operating a lesser
number of fights in the
current summer schedule
as the civil aviation
authorities decided to be
little more moderate™ in
approving the number of
services in the backdrop of
IndiGo's massive opera-
tional disruptions last
Decembor
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IndiGo flight
makes emergency
landing in Delhi

r—
Prass Trust of india
Wbl

A Delhi-bound IndiGo fight
from Visakhapatnam, carry-
ing 160 passengers, made an
emergency landing at Dethi's
Indira Gandhi International
Airport on Saturday due to
enging failure.

“Full emergency was de-
clared at Indira Gandhi In-
termational Airport at 10,39
for IndiGo Visakhapatonam-
[Drelhl fight & 579 due toone
engine failure,” a source said,

There were 160 passen-
gers on board the Boelng 727
mircraft.

The ftight landed at 10,59
am as per flight tracking
website fightradar24.com.
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Airlines to offer 60%
seats without extra
charges from Apr 20
Alirlines will start offering at least 60 per cent
of seats In a flight without levying any
additional charge from April 20, as well as
maintain atransparent seat allocation policy,
according to aviation watchdog DGCA. On
March 18, the civil aviation ministry
announced that directions have been issued
1o the DGCA to direct airlines to allocate a
minimum of 60 per cent of searts for selection
on any flight free of charge to ensure fair
access for passengers. In this regard, the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
issuad the amended Air Transport Circular
dated March 20, A DGCA official said the
circularwould come into effect from April 20.
The regulator has said that airlines should
ensure at least "60 per cent of the seats In any
flizht shall be offered free of charge™. PTI
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IndiGo plane makes emergency landing in Delhi

MUMBAI, PTI: A Delhi-bound
IndiGo flight from Visakhap-
atnam, carrying 160 passen-
gers on board, made an emer-
gencylanding at Delhi’s Indira
Gandhi International Airport
on Saturday due to an engine

failure, according to sources.
There were 160 passengers
onthe Boeing 737 aircraft, the
source said.
“Full emergency was
declared at Indira Gandhi
International Airport at

10.39 for IndiGo Visakhapat-
nam-Delhi flight 6E 579 due
toone engine [ailure,” asource
said,

The flight landed at 10.59
am as per flight tracking web-
site flightradar24.com.
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Airlines Brace for a Hard

Landing as ATF Prices Surge

Trim summer flights as pilot shortage and weak rupee offset strong demand

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: High aviation turbine
fuel (ATF) prices, a pilot shortage
and a weakening rupee may make
tickets costlier this summer. Airli-
nes have planned for muted growth
despite strong demand-—total do-
mestic flights are expected to rise
just 3% over last year, as carriers
trim networks to cope with surging
costs driven by the Iran war and a
slidinglocal currency.

FEWER CAPACITY

Market leader IndiGo is cutting
back and has sought approval for
around 13,900 weekly flights this
summer, 2% fewer than last year; to
run a more reliable schedule after
an operational breakdown in De-
cember, when it was caught short of
pilots after the aviation regulator
implemented new rest rules. They
sharply raised requirements, but
training more pilots quickly is not
easy. The regulations mandate fixed
hours in training before pilots are
cleared for the cockpit.

Tata-owned Air India has sought
approval for around 4,500 weekly
flights, up just over 4% from the
previous year. Its low-cost arm Air
India Express has planned around
3,300 weekly flights, almost un-
changed from last year. Airline of-
ficials warned of further cutsif jet

Air Pocket |

IndiGo | Air India
Seeksto fly | Seeks
13,900 weekly | approval for
flights this | 4,500 weekly
summer, 2% | flights, up just
fewer than | over 4% from
last year | previous year

"
Lt L 1 )

Begins on Sunday

Runs through the last
Sunday of October

New rules
sharply
raised pilot
requirements

Training
more pilots
quickly is
not easy

fuel prices climb higher. The sum-
mer schedule, which began on
Sunday, runs through the last Sun-
day of October.

“Airlines often file for more

flights than they actually opera-
te, to give themselves a buffer to
tweak their network based on de-
mand. If the fuel price situation
and the Middle East wardon't im-
prove, there will be more cuts,”
said an airline official.

Carriers are nervously watching
April 1, when domestic oil marke-
ting companies will revise jet fuel
prices, a hike widely expected to be
sharp. Following the war, fuel
crack spreads—the difference bet-
ween a barrel of crude and the jet
fuel refined from it—shot up to ne-
arly $100 before cooling. Fuel ma-
kes up around 30% of operating
costs on average, according to In-
dustry grouping IATA.

Last week, airlines told civil av-
lationminister Ram Mohan Naidu
they would be forced to ground air-
craft if fuel prices spike. Despite
imposing fuel surcharges, they sa-
1d they cannot recover the full in-
cremental cost.

“If the current situation continu-
es, airlines will face severe financial
losses, pushing several operators
closer to unsustainable financial
conditions and potentially threate-
ning their continued viability,” the
Federation of Indian Airlines, com-
prising IndiGo, Air India and Spice-
Jet, said in a letter to the Centre.

FOR FULL REPORT,GOTO
www.economictimes.com
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Aviation Ministry Weighs Talking
to States to Cut Taxes on Jet Fuel

New Delhi: The civil aviation ministry is explo
ring mitltiple options to minimise the impact of
the West Asia conflict on airlines, including enga

ging with state governmenis to cul taxes on jet fu
el. Indian airlines” operational costs are spiralling due to
surging oil prices and airspace eurbs. A highly placed sour-
ce sald civil aviation minister K Rammohan Naidu and the
mitnlstry have nitlated discussions with CMs and states on
the possibility of reducing taxes on jet Muel. - PTI
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WonderLost When Vacation Plans Go Off Course

As West Asia crisis cuts into vacation plans and budgets, you can still reschedule your trip and claim refunds

RijuMehta &k Yasmin Hussain

Ever since the start of the West
Asin conflicton 28 February,
there has been a swelling throng
of dejected travellers who've had
their foreign vacations rudely
truncated. Many have incurred
heavy losses in eancelled boo-
king—Panchkula-based Rupali
Brar, who had booked a tripto
Bahrain for the Grand Prix 2026,
in November last vear, s nursing
a loss of €75,000 in cancelled hote]
and Night
bookings
“We'vie spen
40-50% cancella-

For More Pick Up Today's

Weédlth

work-from-home measures amid
asharpincrease in gasand diesel
prices. Sri Lanka hascut back on
lighting and energy consump
tion. Yet, travel demand itsell
hasn'ttakena hit

“We're seeing a three-fold in-
crease in bookings for the Philip-
pines, Other summer favourites
benefitting from the conflict
Include Ball {Indonesia), Colom-
bo(Sri Lanka), and Vietnam,
valued for thelr convenient 3-4
hour flight proximity. ™ savs
Manjari Singhal, chief growth
and business
officer, Cleartrip.

Adrfares have
risen for both

tions for the domesticand
Middle East and international
Europe vaca destinations,

tions," says Bhu
pinder Rowat, director, Discover
Worldwide Destinatlons, The
redirected and fresh tourists have
sef theireves on Southeast Asia
this summer, away from the
cofillict gone

This despite the fact that these
countries aregrappling with
energy crisis due to the Middle
East war. Philippines has decla-
red a national energy emergency,
while Vietnam has oncouraged

with AirIndin,

IndiGo, and Akasn Alr incrensing
fuel surcharges in mid-March.
Theseare set to rise further from
1 April, as the Ministry of Civil
Aviation has decided to withdraw
the eap on dom est ie fares [Fom 23
March

For those who have lost monesy
In cancellations or face the risk
of cancellation amid rising pri-
ces, standalone travel insurance
policy does not helpas itdoes not

typlcally cover “military action,
airspace closures ordered by
governments, or escalating con-
flict in a region™, says Saurabh
Vijayvergla, lounder & CED,
CoverSure.

Is It then passible to get a relund
for flight and hotel bookings? Not
always, but prudent planning and
Savyy Measures can ensure you
don't lose all your money. For one,

book only hotels that offer free
cancellations 24-48 hours before
check-inor those that accept
pavmentsat the hotel

I vou have booked a teip but
want to cance] it for arefund,
choek alrline ndy isories frogu-
ently, and if your dates fall within
the waiver window,. apply imme-
diately. Many airlines, especially
inthe Middle East, are offering

travel waivers, which entitle
flyers to no-cost refunds and free
date changes.

1t may also be better to buy fully
refundable tickets with options to
change dates or reroute, even if
you have to pay acancellation
charge. “Flex fares are the most
expensive options with high
eancellation charges, but vou'll
geta full refund,” says Alay Aw
taney, founder & editor, Live
From A Lounge

Also remember that if vou can-
celon your own, you will not be
entitled toa refund or will have to
pay a cancellation fee. Your credit
eard could also help avold finan
cial logses due to cancellation.
Some credit cards like those from
I[DFC Firsi Bank and ICICI Bank
offer insurance, which covers
cancellation of flights and hotel
hookings,

One should also be wary of
online travel ageregators, travel
companies or agents, since they
may leave thedecision-making to
the alrline or hotel, or have thelr
own rules that override the hotel
or alrline's refund policies, If vou
dogothrougha travel firmor
agent, make sure vou pick one
with a good track record who can
help vou intimesof distress.
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AIRLINES TO
GIVE 60% SEATS
FREE OF CHARGE

AIRLIMES
WILL START
oflening at
et SO0 o
seats ina

flight with

out levying any additanal
charge from April 20, as
well as malntaina transp-
arent seat allocation
pakey, as per aviation
regulator DGCA, Arknes
are preparing to implem-
ent the new directve,
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IndiGo adds six
new routes from
Mavi Mumbai

INDIGD HAS STEPPED wp its
presence at Mavi Mumba
Intermational .-\irpl:rt with
mewy direct fights
shmedaba "I ':h
Rajkot, Bel TI.an
Kolhapur FrmH r" =
~AGEMCIES
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No flight to Nashik,
Bhubaneswar,
Udaipur, & Jammu
from today

Our Staff Reporter

INDORE

Under the new summer
schedule of flight oper-
ations, coming into effect
from Sunday, the city will
lose connectivity to four des-
tinations while gaining one
new flight to Jalgaon. Air
connectivity to Nashik, Udai-
pur, Bhubaneswar and
Jammu will be discon-
tinued, with IndiGo with-
drawing services on these
routes.

The city’s air connectivity
with several destinations has
been disrupted multiple
times in the past. IndiGo Air-
lines has previously
launched flights from the
city to destinations such as
Jodhpur, Prayagraj, Varanasi,
Surat, Rajkot, Vadodara, Bi-
laspur, Shirdi and Ghazia-
bad, only to discontinue
them later. Similarly, flights
operated by other airlines to
cities such as Amritsar, Ki-
shangarh and Belgaum have
also been discontinued.
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Man booked for bid
to open emergency

exit door of

aircraft

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

VARANASI: A passenger on
board an IndiGo flight was
booked for attempting to open
the aircraft's emergency exit
door just before landing at Lal
Bahadur Shastri International
Airport in Varanasi, prompting
the pilot to abort the landing and
take the aircraft back into the air,
officials said. The flight landed
safely a few minutes later.

The passenger was taken into
custody, and interrogated by
multiple security agencies before
being released, officials said. The
accused initially told the police
during questioning that he was
under the “influence of a ghost,”
police said. However, he later
said he was unaware that press-
ing the emergency exit button
could open the aircraft door.

According to officials, IndiGo
flight 6E-185 (aircraft VT-IRW)
from Bengaluru was approach-
ing Varanasi airport around
10:20 pm on Saturday when the
passenger allegedly tried to open
the emergency exit door
moments before touchdown.

Acting swiftly, the pilot exe-
cuted a go-around, averting any
potential danger. The aircraft
eventually landed safely at
approximately 10:35 pm. The
incident triggered panic among
over 100 passengers who were on
board

Dt'f';cials said the passenger,

The accused initially told the
police he was under the
‘influence of a ghost.”

identified as Mohammad
Adnan, 26, had earlier
attempted to tamper with the
emergency exit shortly after the
flight departed from Benga-
luru, but was restrained and
pacified by the cabin crew.
Following the safe landing, the
accused was handed over to the
airline’s security and the CISF,
who subsequently transferred
him to the local police, in accord-
ance with security protocols.
He was booked under Sec-
tion 125 (act endangering life or
personal safety of others) based
on a complaint filed by IndiGo
assistant security manager
Devanshu Pratap Singh, said
Phulpur station house officer
(SHO) Atul Kumar Singh.
Confirming this, deputy com-
missioner of police (Gomti Zone)
Akash Patel said, “After interro-
gation, a notice was served to the
accused passenger. He was later
handed over to his parents.

Investigations are ongoing.”
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airport, following a mid-air technical glitch. p1i

Flight from Vizag
makes emergency
landing in Delhi

The Hindu Bureau
VISAKHAPATNAM

An IndiGo flight from here
made an emergency land-
ing at the Indira Gandhi In-
ternational Airport in New
Delhi on Saturday morn-
ing, after a technical glitch,
sources said.

The Boeing 737 aircraft
operating flight no. 579
from here to Delhi was car-
rying 160 passengers and
crew members when the
pilots reported an issue
with one of the engines.

The emergency was re-
ported at 10.39 a.m. as the
flight approached the na-
tional capital, prompting
the Delhi airport authori-
ties to activate emergency
protocols.

Despite the single-en-
gine failure, the flight crew
executed a precise landing,
All passengers and crew
were reported safe.

The aircraft is undergo-
ing a technical inspection.
IndiGo has leased the air-
craft from Turkiye’s Coren-
don Airlines.

The Boeing 737 aircraft made an emergency landing at the Delhi
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Airlinestooffer
60%seatsinflights
withoutextrafees
from April 20

Press Trust of India
New Deihi, March 29

AIRLINES WILL start offering
atleast 60 percentof seatsina
flight without levying any ad-
ditional charge from April 20,
aswell as maintaina transpar-
ent seat allocation policy, ac-
cording to aviation watchdog
DGCA.

On March 18, the civil avi-
atlon minisiry announced that
directions have been issued to
the DGCA to direct airlines to
allocate a minimum of 60 per
cent of seats for selection on
any flight free of charge to en-
sure falr access for passengers.

In this regard, the Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation
[DGCA) issued the amended
Alr Transport Circular dated
March 20,

ADGCA official sald the cir-
cular would come into effect
from April 20,

The regulator has said that
airlines should ensure at least
“60 per cent of the seats ln any
flight shall be offered free of
charge”,

"Alrlines should maintain
transparent seat allocation
policles and clearly communi-
cate the availability of free
seats and applicable condi-
tions on their booking inter-
faces,” as per a revised circular
dated March 20,

Also, the regulator has said
that passengers travelling on
the same PNR (Passenger
Name Record) should, as far as
practicable. be allotted seats in
close proximity toone another,
ordinarily meaning adjacent
seats in the same row.
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Airlines to offer 60% seats without
extra charges from April 20

NEW DELHI: Airlines will offer at least 60 per cent
of seats on every flight free of charge from April 20,
following new directions by the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation. The revised Air Transport Circular,
issued on March 20, mandates transparent seat alloca-
tion and clear communication of free seat availability.
The regulator said “60 per cent of the seats in any
tlight shall be offered free of charge’” up from the cur-
rent 20 per cent. It also asked airlines to seat passengers
on the same PNR together where possible.
A_i.rlinesZplcally charge Rs 200 to Rs 2,100 for seat
selection. IndiGo, Air India and Spicelet have opposed
the move, citing revenue concerns. Sea P9
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Airlines to offer 60% seats in flights
without extra charges from April 2o

In this regard, the Direclorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
issued the amended Air Transport Circular dated March 2o

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Airlines will
start offering at least 60 per cent
of seats in a flight without levy-
ing any additional charge from
April 20, as well as maintain a
transparent seat allocation pal-
icy, according to aviation watch-
dog DHGECA.

On March 18, the civil avi-
ation ministry announced that
directions have been isoed to
the DGCA to direct airlines to
allocate a minimum of 60 per
cent of seats for selection on any
flight free of charge to ensure
fair access for passengers.

In this regard, the Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation
{DGCA) issued the amended
Air Transport Circular dated
March 20. A DGCA official said
the circular would come into
effect from April 20.

The regulator has said that
airlines should ensure at least
“60 per cent of the seats in any
flight shall be offered free of
charge”

“Airlines should maintain
transparent seat allocation poli-

‘Airlines should maintain transparent

seat allocation policies and clearly
communicate the availability of free seats
and applicable conditions on their booking
interfaces,” as per the revised circular

--TFEDGCAM:MM
girlines should ensure ot
least *60% of the seats
in any flight shall be
offered free of charge'
» At present, 20 per cent
of the seats can be
booked free of charge,
while the rest are paid

» Generally, girlines
charge Rs 200 1o Bs
2,100 for choosing
seqats, depending on
various foctors, induding
framt rows and extra leg
room, a travel industry
executive hod said

cies and clearly communicate
the availability of free seats and
applicable conditions on their
booking interfaces” as per a
revised circular dated March 0.

Also, the regulator has said
that passengers travelling on the
same PNR (Passenger Name
Record) should, as far as prac-

ticable, be allotted seats in close
proximity to ane another, ordi-
narily meaning adjacent seats in
the same row.

An official said airlines are
preparing to implement the new
directive. At present, 20 per cent
of the seats can be booked free
of charge, while the rest are paid.

Generally, airlines charge
Fs 200 to Bs 2,100 for choosing
sedts, depending on various fac-
tors, including front rows and
extra leg room, a travel industry
expcutive had said.

Amaong other aspects, the
circular has mentioned that all
relevant charges for optional

services relating to sports equip-
ment or musical instruments,
including any liability condi-
tions in case of damage, should
be displayed in a transparent
and unambiguous manner on
airline websites and booking
platforms. DGCA has said the
circular will take effect 30 days
from its issuance date.

The move also comes against
the backdrop of rising concerns
that airlines are levying high
charges for various services,
including seat selection.

Last week, IndiCio, Air India
and Spicefet raised st objec-
tions E::U:IL‘ dccisinn,r?]asl’fh'l.g air-
lines not to levy any charges for
the selection of at least 60 per
cent seats on flights, saving the
move will force them to hike
airfares to recover lost revenues.

In a letter to the civil avi-
ation ministry on March 20,
the Federation of Indian Air-
lines (FIA), which represents
the three airlines, had urged
the ministry to take steps to
withdraw the decision Indian
airports handle over tive lakh
passengers daily.
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ABORTED LANDING

UP man tries to open exit door twice midair

5 LALITHA @ New Delhi

THE pilot of an IndiGo flight
from Bengaluru to Varanasi
was foreed to abort landing af-
ter a passenger made two at-
tempts to open the emergency
exit door mid-air A total of 154
passengers were on board at
the time of the incident.

Mohammad Adnan made the
attempts shortly before the
landing of 6E 185, said airport
authorities. An FIR was lodged
against him at the airport po-
lice station after the flight land-
ed safely after some delay,

The Airbus AZ71 flight took
off at 8.22 pm from Kempegow-
da International Airport in
Bengaluru and made a safe
landing at 10.35 pm at Lal Baha-
dur Shastri Airport in Varana.
8i. The first landing attempt,
made about 20 minutes earlier,
was abandoned by the pilot at
the last moment. Data by
FlightRadar?4 shows the flight

Mohammad Adnan

making a go-around above the
airport after reaching there.
Adrport police station sourc.
es said an Indigo staffer had
filed a complaint against 22-
yvear-old Adnan, travelling on
seat 19C, for endangering the

lives of others on the flight.
Adnan is a native of the Mau
distriet in Uttar Pradesh and
does saree embroidery work.
“We have registered an FIR in
his name at Phoolpur station
under Section 125 of the BNS
for negligent behaviour which
has endangered other human
lives," a police official said.
An airport source told this
newspaper; “The flyver is report-
ed to have opened the door
twice. The first time it hap-
pened was midway during the
flight. He attempted to open the
exit door, and the cabin crew
who saw him in the act warned
him and made him shift his
seat. However, just as the flight
was about to land, he attempted
to open the emergency handle
again. When the incident was

The flyer is reported to have opened the door twice. The first time it
happened was midway during the flight. He attempted to open the
exit door, and the cabin crew who saw him in the act warmed him and
miade him shift his seat —A Varanasi alrport source

reported to the cockpit crew, it
decided to abort the landing.”
The passenger was handed
over to the police Babatpur
chauki at the airport, which is
an outpost of Phoolpur station
in Varanasi, he added.
Without sharing details, an
IndiGo source said, “The pas-
senger attempted to open the
emergency exit door twice. In
line with the protocol to be fol-
lowed in such instances, we
handed him over to the police
as soon as the flight landed.™
The police said that Adnan is
being questioned about his ac-
tions and his family has been
informed about the incident.
As per the rules of the avia
tion regulator; the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation, the
opening of an emergency exit
door is a major security viola-
tion. The regulator recom-
mends deboarding and a flight
ban between 30 and 60 days on
stich passengers.



AIRPORTS AUT HUP!T‘-!’ OF ENUQA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE PIONEER DELHIT 30 HMARCH 2026
26;';“55 tt:ftr':f:r Airlines to offer 60%
r sea 120 seats free from April 20
om Aprl At present, 20 per cent of the seats can be booked
RAJESH KUMAR B New Delhi free of charge, while the rest are paid.

Airlines will start offering at
least 60 per cent of seats free
of cost beginning April 20,
following a March 20 directive
from the Directorate of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), amidst
concerns of airlines lewying
high charges for various ser-
vices, including seat selection.

The civil aviation regulator
has also directed airlines to
ensure that passengers with
the same PNR are allotted
seats in close proximity as far
as possible. An official of the
DGCA confirmed that these
directives will come into effect
on April 20, 30 days after they
was issued. In its communica-
tion to airlines dated March 20
the DGCA wrote, at least “60
per cent of the seats in any
flight shall be offered free of
charge”. It added, “Airlines
should maintain transparent
seat allocation policies and
clearly communicate the avail-
ability of free seats and applic-
able conditions on their
booking interfaces.”

“Airlines should maintain
transparent seat allocation
policies and clearly communi-
cate the availability of free
seats and applicable condi-
tions on their booking inter-
faces," the circular further

CONTINUED ON »> P4

Airlines charge between 2200 to 2,100 for
choosing seats, depending on various factors,
including front rows and extra leg room, a travel
industry executive had said. Among other
aspects, the circular has mentioned that all rel-
evant charges for optional services relating to
sports equipment or musical instruments,
including any liability conditions in case of
damage, should be displayed in a transparent
and unambiguous manner on airline websites
and booking platforms.

Last week, IndiGo, Air India and Spice|et
raised strong objections to the decision, asking
airlines not to levy any charges for the selection
of atleast 60 per cent seats on flights, saying the
move will force them to hike airfares to recover
lost revenues. In a letter to the civil aviation min-
istry on March 20, the Federation of Indian
Airlines (FIA), which represents the three airlines,
had urged the ministry to take steps to withdraw
the decision. Indian airports handle over five lakh
passengers daily.
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Night storm
disrupts

flights,
delays Shah

OLR BUREAU

Caleutta: The squall season
has arrived, as have the elec-
tlons.

Around midnight on Fri-
day, a thunderstorm struck
Calcutta and nelghbouring
districts, disrupting flights
and delaying the aircraft car-
rying Unlon home minisier
Amit Shah by nearly an hour.

*The plane from New
Delhi was supposed to land in
Caleutta at 12.25am on Satur-
day. However, 1t was delayed
because of bad weather. The
flght eventually landed at
1.20am,"” an alrport officlal
said. Shah was on board a
12-seater Dassault Falcon alr-
craft.

A squall struck North
24-Parganas around 12 30am,
with Dum Dum recording a
peak wind speed of f1limph, a
Met officlal satd. The rain and
winds forced schedule chang-
&4 for several filghts.

A fiyvdubai flight was di-
vertad to Dhaka at 1.03am, an
IndiGo fllght from Hyderabad
was divertad to Nagpur at
1L.22am and an Alr India Ex-
press flight from Bengaluru
was diverted to Lucknow at
L.33am. A Thal Alrways fiight
from Bangkok was also divert-
od to Dhaka at 1.47am, airport
sources sald.

Such stormy conditlons
often pose challenges for pi-
lots. On Thursday afternoon, a
strong spell of rain, winds and
a brief hatlstorm struck Dum
Duum and nelghbouring areas,

CONTINUED ON PAGE &

Flights
disrupted,
Shah
delayed
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Thursday’s storm also dis-
rupted flight operations, in-
cluding forcing the aircraft
carrying chief minister Mam-
ata Banerjee to hover for over
an hour while returning from
Andal

The directorate-general of
civil aviatlon (DGCA) on Fri-
day 1ssued guidelines for the
“carriage of Central, State and
other dignitaries by aircrafi”.

“The alrcraft operator
shall ensure that flight op-
eratlons are in accordance
with the Alrcraft Rules and
instruction/order/circular
Issuad from tme to time and
Meht crew are not subjected
to undue pressure for under-
taking a tflight which may im-
pact safety of operations,” the
DGCA communlcation sald

“Any last-minute chang-
25 to the planned flight dus
to VIP requirements should
be coordinated through the
Organisation’s management
only, and not directly with the
crew,” itadded.

Thunderstorms are not
ruled cut on Sunday, the Met
office in Calcutta satd.

A commuter shields herself
firom the Satorday afternoon
sun in the BBD Bag area.
The maximum temperature
was 31.2° Celsius.
Picture by Bishwarup Dutta
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3,000 less domestic flights to
take to the skies this summer

After Dec Chaos, DGCA Conservative In Clearing IndiGo Projections

atimesofindiacom Seat-picking charge  Gulf carriers’
New Delhi: Once bitten, relmf fmm Aprllzn abSEI'ICE 0pen5

twice shy The summer
schedule that came into ef-
fect from Sunday has about
12% less domestic flights
than last summer, primarily
because aviation authorities
were conservative in clear-
ing IndiGo projections.

While the airline project-
ed getting a plane every
week, the authorities asked
the country’s largest carrier
to file for flights when it gets
more planes and can show it
has the wherewithal, includ-
ing pilot numbers, for the
same. “We did not want a re-
peat of what happened last
Dec and hence were extra
cautious this time,” said a
person in the know

Almost all airlines filed
reduced domestic flights for
this summer compared with
last year. “We were of the
view that IndiGo should not
go overboard again. We will
keep revising the number as
and when they can show the
ability to operate more

Authorities asked IndiGo to file
for flights when it gets more
planes and can show it has the
wherewithal, including pilot
numbers, for the same

flights,” the person added.
Last summer, DGCA had
approved a schedule for 25,610
weekly domestic flights — up
5.5% from 2024 summer’s
24,275, This time, the number
is expected to be lower by
about 3,000 or 12%. IndiGo's
schedule was for 14,158 weelkly
domestic flights last summenr;
The aviation ministry is,
however, aware that the ele-
phant in the room is not the
approved schedule but oper-

C ome April 20, airlines will
need to offer at least 60%
seats ona flight withoutany
selection charge. Passengers
travelling on the same PNR
should, as far as practical, be
allotted seats close to one
another, meaning adjacent
seats in the same row, DGCA
has said, while asking airlines
tohave atransparent seat
allocation policy. Union
aviationminister Ram Mchan
Naidu had directed thison
March 18.

ating costs for airlines in
termsof aviation turbine fuel
(ATF) pricing and a crashing
rupee that will determine
fares. Setting fares verv high
will mean demand taking a
hit and fewer flights being re-
quired by well-funded air-
lines, The financially weak
airlines will also find it hard
to operate at these cost levels.
The monthly ATF price revi-
sion for April is expected to
see asignificant hike.

up opportunities
New Delhi: Big Gulf carriers
not being on the scene for now
is being seen as an “opportu-
nity” for Indian carrierstoget
the business of flying be-
tween Indiaand therest of the
world via hubs such as Dubai,
Doha and Abu Dhabi.

“We are easing domestic
to international transit. For
instance, passengers flying
from Varanasi to New York
via Delhi will soon be able to
get immigration and customs
done at Varanasi itself,” an
airline executive said.

The challenge here is the
relatively lower number of
wide body airceraft with Indi-
an carriers, with only Air In-
dia having about 60 of them
and IndiGo operating six wet
leased (hired with operating
crew) of a European airline.
Emirates and Qatar Airways
have about 270 and 150 wide
body planes, respectively. tnw
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Aiines to offer 60% seats sans
additional charge from Apr 20

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, MARCH 29

From April 20, passengers flying
within Indiawillbe abletoselect
amajority of seats without pay-
ing extra, after the Directorate
General of Chial Aviation man-
dated airinestomake at least 60
per cent of seats on every flight
available free of charge.

The directive follows inter-
vention by the Ministry of
Civil Aviation (MoCA) earlier
this month amid rising com-
plaints over high seat selec-
tion fees. Acting on the gov-
ernment’s push, the DGCA
issued a revised air transport
vircular on March 20, giving
airlines a 30-day window to
implement the changes.

Under the new rules, carn-
ers will have to sharply
expand the pool of compli-
mentary seats, up from the
current level of roughly 20 per
cent. At present, most passen-
gers are required to pay any-
where between Rs200 and Rs
2100 to choose preferred
seats, including those in front
rows or with extra legroom.

The regulator has also
moved to tighten transparen-
cynorms. Airlines must clear-
Iy display the number of free
seats available during book-
ing and outline all applicable
conditions on their platforms.
The DGCA has stated that
seat allocation policies should
be open and easy for passen-
gers to understand.
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