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Delhi Airport UDF order safeguards interest of
majority domestic passengers: AERA Chief

—
Rohit Vaid
Mew Delhi

The majority of pussengers
using the Defhi Airport will
not be impacted by the
Latest tariff order, which has
kepr the user development
fee (UDF} for domestic de-
purting passenpers  un-
changed ar 129 for the
next four vears, said the Air-
ports Economic Regulatory
Authority of India's Chair-
person SKG Rahate,

“Effectively, AERA has
kepr nearly &0 per cent of
total passengers out of the
larest variff order by main
taining the existing rate of
1129 per departing do-
micstic passenger,” Rahate
told businesslime.

NO TICKET PRICE HIT

“AERA hus priontised the
interest of domestic pas
sengers by keeping the UDF
unchanged No impact on

domestic ticket prices is ex-
pected to come from this
tariff order.” Per the chalr
person, the rise in UDF for
internaticnal passengery is
‘minimal’ when compared
to the initial proposal of the
OpETALOT,

The airport  operator
(DIAL) had proposcd an
aeronauticul rate for inter-
matiomal  economy  class
travellers  between T30
and TEL0, while business
class passengers will face
fees ranging from TR&D to
11620,

Nonetheless, AERA, for
the said international pas-
sengers,  determined a
lower rate of UIDF, he said,

In the latest tariff, the in-
fermational economy class
departing travellers will be
charged 650, while busi
ness class departing passen-
gers will face fees of 1810,

“In  the  international
travel category, a differen-
tial rate for economy and

business class travellers has
been determined to pratect
the interests of economy
class passcngers,” he said,

“Even for the business
class passengers, who re
ceive an enhanced travel ex-
perience via facilities such
as lounge and others, AERA
has kcpt the UDF at the
minimum.”

The chairpersen said that
the airport operator had
sought a 730 per cent in-
crease in airport charges.

HAFRA conducted a thor-
ough analvsis, called for
stakeholder and public con-
sultations, and arranged for
‘cross comments” on the
replies received from every-
one,” Ruhate said.

DUE PROCESS

“Only after the due process
and analysis were complete
did AERA determine u "sig-
nificantly lower” increase of
140 per cent over the exist-

ing airport charges. That

oo, by keeping the interest
of domestic passengers
Sﬂfl_‘.“

Furthermore, the chair-
person elaborated that the
‘massive difference’ in the
tariff rate that the airport
operater had proposed was
only made possible via a
broad-based reduction in
‘unreasonable’  expenses
that the operator had
showm inits proposal.

A present, AERA has
been entrusted with the re-
sponsibility to determine
tariffs that are chocged o
airlines and departing pas-
sengers during the ‘Control
Period,' which spans 5
VEdrs.

Meanwhile, the landing
and parking charges for the
girlines at Delhi airport
have been rationalised and
kept at “reasonable kevels,
considering  competitive
airport charpes at similar
airports,” the AERA order
read.
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DELHI AIRPORT
OFFERS
GREEN HAVEN

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28

Amid the bustling str-
eets and pollution-cho-
ked air of Delhi, Indira
Gandhi International
Aijrport (IGIA) emerges
as an unexpected green
haven, providing trav-
ellers with clean air and
vibrant natural beauty.
The airport’s lush land-
scaping includes over
700,000 winter fower
seedlings spanning
more than 40 species,
transforming terminals
and approach roads into
refreshing spaces for
weary travellers.

Inside the terminals,
passengers encounter
around 40,000 indoor air-
purifving plants, such as
Spathyphvllum, Dypsis
lutescens, Sansevieria,
and Golden Pothos, cho-
sen specifically to abso-
rb toxins and release fre-
sh oxvgen. These plants
significantly improve
indoor air quality, offer-
ing a healthier environ-
ment for the millions
passing through the air-
port annually

1GIA's expansive green-
ery covers more than 4
lakh square metres, ex-
tending across all three
terminals showcasing
trees, shrubs, hedges,
lawns, and exotic plant
species imported from
Thailand and Indonesia.
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Flights decline from Prayagraj

airport after Maha Kumbh

BISWAJEET BAMERJEE W Ayodivna

he Prayagrai Airport, which wit-

I nessed a signafican expansion shesd

of the .\!:IE.L Kumbh o accommuo-

date direct flights to multiphe cities, is now

facing a drastic reduction in air traffic

Despite the mauguration of 2 new termi-

nal af a cost of T231 crore, the Geility has

been largely idle since the condiusion of the
grand religisus event

The new terminal has remained closed
for the past month, and no fights have
operated since February 28,

During the Maha Kumbh, the airport
bunidlbed a record 5.85.587 pasengens, with
airlines operating direct I]iHh:s o nearly
25 cilies across the country, On the it
dlay of extensded flight services, Jameary 11,
2,001 passeagers took fights from
Prayagraj. This member peaked al over
27,000 daily passengers during the peak of
the event, with February 28 recording
10,395 travelers.

Both the old and new terminals wene
operational 247 o acommmodate the
increased demand However, post —
Maha Kumbh, the mumber of passengers
and Dights has plummometed.

Several flight routes from Prayagraj have
been discontinued one by one. The
Prayagraj — Lucknow roule was perma-
nently suspended recently, and there is
speculation that the Hyderabad service
may be next

lradiCio has abio reduced the [requency
ol its flaghts o Mumbai and Bengalure At
present, oaly 12 to 14 flights operate daily
Iroan the adrpasrt.

Raiging this concern in the Lok Sabha
on I'rldu:r. BIP MP from P|1u|;|1.|:r anal
chairman of the Prayagraj Airport
Advisory Committes, Fraveen Patel high
lighted the sharp drog in light operations.

He emphasised that while the airport was
expanded before the Maha Kumbh and
passenger facilities were enhanced, flight
operations declined drastically after the
event.

"Drespite the conclusion of the Maha
Kumbh, lakhs of pilgrims continue Lo visit
Sangam for holy dips daily. However, air
line companies have arbitrarily discontin
wed several ights,” Patel said. He poins-
ed out that routes (o high — traffic desi-
nations ke Pune, Kolkata, and Dehradun
were shul down despite good passenger
demand Currently, onby five to six flights
remain operalional

Patel urged the Union Mindster of Chil
Aviation 1o intervene and ensure the
resurnplion af direct Nights from Prayagra
o key destinations. He also called for the
estahlishment of a cango terminal al the air
parl o boost regional trade and connec-
nivity.

Flights discontinwed from Prayagraj
Aprport indude: IndiGo: (Gorakhpur,
Lucknow, Kolkata, Indore. HJLU;!-:L
Dehradun, Punel, Alliance Air:
([rehradun, Kolkata) and Jet Airways
{Magpur, Indore, Patna and Lucknow)

“During the Maha Kumbd, Spioe|et, Air
Inadia, uns Star Air also operated flights
from Prayagraj, which ceased afler
February 28 a senior official said.

Citdes that had direct flights during
Maha Kumbh are: Jaipur, Ahmedabad,
Indere, famrme, Chandigarh, Guwahati,
Kolkata, Chennad, Pune, Dethi, Mumbai,
Bengaluru, Bhubaneswar, Lucknow,
Raipur, Bilaspur, Hyderabad, Dehradun,
among others.

With flight connectivity dwindling
post-Maha Kumbh, travelers and city
officiaks are hopeful for swifl government
intervention o restore services and max-
imise the airports potential.
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Delhi airport: International
passengers to pay higher UDF

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

Flying out of the Delhi
airport will become
expensive for interna-
tional passengers from
April 16, with regulator
AERA approving higher
and variable user devel-
opment fees for econo-
my and business class
passengers. Taking into
consideration that 80
per cent of the traffic at
the airport is domestic,
AERA has decided to
leave the User Develop-
ment Fee (UDF) for do-
mestic passengers un-
changed at Rs 129 for the
fourth control period.

Currently, the UDF is
uniform for both domes-
tic and international pas-
SENZEers.

Besides, the landing
charges will be different
for wide-body and nar-
row-body planes on both
domesticand international
segments.

The domestic UDF for
embarking passengers is
Rs 129 and for disembark-
ing passengers is Rs 56.

Under the revised tariff
regime, international pas-
sengers flying economy
class from the airport will
have to pay a UDF of Rs
650 and for those land-
ing here, the rate will be

N

Rs 275.

In the case of interna-
tional business class pas-
sengers, the UDF will be
Rs 810 forembarking and
Rs 345 for disembarking
passengers, respectively,
the Airports Economic
Regulatory Authority
(AERA) said in a release
on Friday.

The watchdog said that
airport operator DIAL
had proposed a 730 per
cent increase in prevailing
airport charges.

“However, after conduct-
ing a thorough analysis
and applying prudence
checks to each regulatory
building block, AERA has
determined a significantly
lower increase of 140 per
cent over the existing air-
port charges.

“This adjustment will en-
able the airport operator to
meet essential capital ex-
penditure requirements,
maintain operational ef-
ficiency and ensure ser-

vice quality in line with
the standards outlined in
the State Support Agree-
ment (SSA) and the Op-
eration, Management and
Development Agreement
(OMDA),” it said.

Explaining the rationale
behind having a differ-
ential rate of UDF for the
international economy and
business class passengers,
AERA said it aligns with
the ‘user pays’ principle
and reflects the enhanced
passenger experience and
expanded facilities avail-
able and used by interna-
tional travellers.

“The landing and park-
ing charges for the airlines
havealso been rationalised
and kept at reasonable
levels, considering com-
petitive airport charges at
similar airports.

“This ensures thatairline
operations are not unduly
burdened and that opera-
tional efficiency is main-
tained,” it said.
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Air India Express projects 50%
passenger growth in FY26

Alr India Express, the low-cost arm of Air India,
has projected a S0% growth in passenger trafhe
for thie fimancial year 20026, taking the total
number to 30 million, according to its CEO Aloke
Singh. The airline ferried approximately 20
million passengers in financial year 2025, when it
witnessed a growth of 19%. The same year if
added 37 aireraft and grew its fleet size to a total
of 103 aircraft and strengthened its route
network by adding nine destinations to take the
toral 1o 53 destinations. Total routes rose from
140 1o 210,
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Air India Express projects 50%
passenger growth in FY26

Air India Express, the low-cost arm of Air India,
has projected a 50% growth in passenger traffic
for the financial year 2026, taking the total
number to 30 million, according to its CEO Aloke
Singh. The airline ferried approximately 20
million passengers in financial year 2025, when it
witnessed a growth of 19%. The same year it
added 37 aircraft and grew its fleet size to a total
of 103 aircraft and strengthened its route

network by adding nine destinations to take the
total to 53 destinations. Total routes rose from

140 to 210.
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Direct flight to
Srinagar soon

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE ® Lucknow

here will add its 33rd destination with a direct Indigo flight

to Srinagar. The flight, except on Sundays, will be a 186-
seater Airbus A320. This new route will provide non-stop con-
nectivity to passengers planning to travel to Srinagar.

In 2024-25, CCSIA added new flights to nine domestic des-
tinations including Bhopal, Aligarh, Azamgarh, Chitrakoot,
Moradabad, Shravasti, Bhubaneswar, Jharsuguda and Mopa
(North Goa), as well as international destinations like Ras Al
Khaimah, Kuala Lumpur, Bangkok. The airport also added a new
airline, Air Asia Malaysia, to the list of airlines operating from
Lucknow.

Currently, CCSI Airport manages an average of 20,500 pas-
sengers and operates over 136 flights per day. In the first nine
months of 2024-25, CCSIA recorded all-time high passenger
movement of over 5.21 million and around 39,000 Air Traffic
Movements (ATMs).

Thc Chaudhary Charan Singh International (CCSI) Airport
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Flight glitch

= CALCUTTA: An IndiGo
flight to Guwahat had
to come back to Calcutta
alrport following a tech-
nical glttch on Friday.
The flight, which left Cal-
cutta at 10.57am, had a
“hydraulic failure”, said
an official of Calcutta
airport. “A full emergen-
cy was declared. But the
flight came back safely,”
the officlal sald. It landed
In Calcutta at 11.59am.
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Al Express
eyes long-haul
budget tie-ups

Saurabh.Sinha

@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Tata’s Air India
Group has started preparing
for the long-haul low-cost
challenge that rival IndiGo
will increasingly mount from
this year. Al Express, the Ma-
haraja’s budget arm, has be-
gun stitching partmerships
with foreign low cost carriers
(LCCs) that will allow Indian
travellers to flv budget one-
stop all the way to Australia,
‘ar East and Africa.

“We have so far entered vir
tual interline partnerships
with six LCCs, including Scoot
(Singapore  Airdines’ budget
arm), Jazeera, Vietdet and Air
Arabia. Atthetimeof check-in,
passengers will get two boar-
ding cards— one for their flight
on Al Express from India to the
hubs of those airlines and then
from there on those airlines to
onward destinations,” Al Ex-
press CEO Aloke Singh said.

Tata's budget carrier is
“testing the waters”™ with these
initial partnerships that as of
now require passengers to cal-
lect baggage and check in the
same again for the connecting
flights on parinerairlines. “We
will deepen this to make trans-
fers seamless, including enab-
ling passengers to through
check-in baggage to their final
destination,” Singh said.
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An Alllance Alr aircrafl that landed st the Hisar alrport on Friday. pHom: asnow susoy

Hisar airport cleared ot nilgai,
trial flight lands successtully

TriBunNE NEWS SERVICE

HISAT, MARCH 28

The Wildlife Department
offictals today sanitised the
Hizar airport complex,
remaoving nilgal (bhue bulls)
and other wild animals
from the premises.

A team of 12 officials led
the operation, supported by
municipal ecorporation per-
sonned from 5x districts. An
official from the wildide
department said, “We caught
three nilgai inside the air-
port area, These ammals
have been relocated to the

Beed forest in the district.”

Thi opemtion wias monduet-
ed to ensure safe aircraft
operations at the upmoming
Hisar Asrport. Meamwhile,
Hizar Airport witnessed a
successful toal flight today,
ag 8 Th-seater airerml landed
from Delhi in the afternoon.
Upon arrival, the aircraft was
greeted with awater salute by
fire enpines.

A pilot from Allianee Air
Aviation Limited conducted
the test by taking off and
fiving around the area. The
aircraft remained at the air-
port for two hours before

returming to Delhi,

Arcording Lo sourees five
gircraft are expected fto
arrive ot Hisar Airport on
Aprl 13, o day before the
proposed vist of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, The
Hipht scheduls for five des-
tinations will be finalised,
and online bookings will
cummence so0mn The
Harvana Government has
signed an agreement with
Alliance Alr Aviation Limit-
ed, under which the state
will compensate for any tick-
et revenue losses for the first
yvear of opemtions,
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Alliance Air resumes
flights from Jubbarhatti

TrIEUNE NEW SERVICE Shimla, after a disruption of
two doys. “Following neces-
SHIMLA, MARCH 28 sary maintenance checks,

Allisnee Air services have flight operations have been
resumed fights from the resumed.” said an official
Jubbarhatti airport, near from the airlines,
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