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AAltoinvest
15,000 crore to
modernise ATC

]
G Naga Sridhar
Hyderahad

The Airports Authorty of In-
dia (AAT) wrill imvest T15,000
crore for the modernisation
of Air Traffic Contral (ATC},
said Vipin Kumar, Chairman,
AAL

According to a modernisa-
tion plan prepared  six
months ago, a towml of
15,000 crore will be imees-
ted by 2028.

This will be not only for
technology uperade but also
ph}rsicduﬂfmspgucrurc in all
119 girports, including
private airports where the
ATC is managed by the AAT,
said Kumar.

Funds needed for imvest-
ment will be mobilised
througrh intermal resources,
he added.
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[ndia to have 350 airports in 20 years

—
Our Bureau
Hyderabad

Undody Miiakerer of Ol Aw-
ation Kinjarapu Rammohan
Naidu said the government
i looking 10 therease the
number of airports to 350,
doubling the number from
the current 164 over the next
wo decades. The Centre
aims to increase capacity to
handie four crore passengers
over the nemt 10 years
through an extended UDAN
scheme, which will connect
120 new destinations,
Addressing the valedict-
orv function of the Wings I
dia 2026 aviation show on
Thursday, he said the growth
would require 30,000 pilots
over 15 years, Toaddress this
challenge, the povernment
had granted permission to
five news Flying Training Or-
ganisations (FTOs),

Ciwil Aviation Minister
K Rarmmohan Maidu

Stating that a leasing eco-
system is being built in Gift
City, Gujaral, o compete
with globial hubs, he sald the
Ministry was targeting a
bbend of 5 per cent Sustain-
able Aviation Fuel (8AF) by
2034,

GLOBAL SUPFLY CHAIN
Highlighting India’s deepen-

ing  integration inte the
global  perospace  supply
chain, he drew attention to s
critical manufacturing mile-
stone regarding Alrbus A320.
He noted that every door on
the A320 aircraft in ghobal
service & now manufactured
in [ndin.

AGREEMENTS SIGNED
Hindustan Aeronautics Lud
has signed an agreement
with Pawan Hans Lrd for the
supply of 10 Dhruy Nexz
Gencration helicopters,
tarking a major milestone
for India's civil helicoprer
SCCTOr.

The Airports Authority of
India (AAI} signed a pact
with the Alrports Council In-
termational for the Alrports
Management  Professional
Accreditation  Programme.
Ower the next five years, AAl
will train more than 115 avi-
ation professionals,
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Flights resume
in Kashmir

Srinagar International Airport

resumed on Wednesday, a day
after all flights were cancelled due to
snowfall in Kashmir."The first flight
has landed at 9.25 am. We expect nor-
mal flight operations through the day
if the weather conditions hold," an
official of the Airport Authority of
India (AAI) said. Earlier, the Srinagar
airport, said that the runway has been
cleared of snow.

thht operations to and fro
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AAIl through its Regional Sports Control
Board has organisedCricket Tournament

AAl HOD Cricket RS 13'*"" —
in T 20/20 format Il-in:.h.fp, ]
for the officials g amls
working at Regional . -
Headguarters, Western Regmn on “0" line ground
of New Airport Colony, Mumbai from 27.01.2026
to 03.02.2026. There are 14 Deparimental Teams
consisting of 7 Teams each of Men's and Women's
comprising of 182 players representing various
departments of AAl. The Team of Non official womeni.e.
Kalyanmayee has also participated in the same event.
Sh. Prem Prasad N.- Regional ED, WR President-
RSCB, WR as Chief Guest has inaugurated the
Tournament along with all the Head of the Departments
today on 27.01.2026 @ 9 am by lighting the lamp. The
Chief Guest, Regional ED, Western Region, Sh. Prem
Prasad N. appreciated the enthusiasm and performance
of the players and encouraged all employees to actively
participate in such sporting events, representing their
respective depts with pride and sportsmanship.
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Airport expansion apace as air traffic surges

Ruohit Waid
Hew Dalhi

Imddia is preparing for a signi-
ficant expansion in airport
infrastructure amid rising
air traffic.

As per the Economic Sir
vey FY26, passenger traffic
at Imdian airports is projec-
ted 1o increase from 412 mil
lion in inancial year 2024-25
to 665 million by FY2030-31.

However, the Survey
noted that India currently
operates around 0.11 air-
purts peér mitl 1o |1¢|'|p'||.-,
which iz fewer compared
with major aviation markets
such as the US and China.

The Survey cited thar,
over the past decade, pro-
gress had been recorded in
expunsion  of  wirport
Infrasrracture.

Accordingly, the number
of operational airports in-
creased from 74 in 2014 o
164 in 2025, supported by
public investment, private
participation, and policy-led
initiatives aimed ot enhan-
¢ing connectivity and capa-
city.

Nevertheless, the pace of
traffic growth, the Survey
sabd, indicates the need for
further capacity creation.

CAPACTTY EXPANSTON

According to i, a key com
ponent of capacity expan-
sion has been the Greenfield

FLYING COLOURS. Fassenger traffic at indsan airports & progected to mcrease from 412 million in
FY2024-25 to 665 million by FY2030-31

Alrports Policy. Under this
policy, 24 greenfield airports
recelved  In-principle
proval and 13 of them are
operational.

The Survey pointed out
that airport modernisation

jects undertaken since
FY 201920 had increased
the combined passenger-
handling capacity of opera-
tional airports to about 575
million  passengers  per
anmum.

Besides passenger traffic,
air cargo movement has also
increased. Cargo volumes
grew from X531 million
tonnes in FY2014-15 to 3.72

million tonnes in FY2024-
25, Further, 295 million
ronnes of cargo was handled
during FY2025-26 up to
December.

Meamwhile, regiomal con
nectivity continues 1o be a
focus area. So far, the re-
giomil connectivity scheme
UDAN has operationalized
657 routes across 93 air-
ports, including  heliports
and water agrodromes,

NEW DESTINATIONS

A modified version of the
UDAN scheme alms 1o add
120 pnew destinations and
cater to four crore passen-

gers over the next 10 vears.

Bevond physical  infra-
structune, the Survey poin-
ted to iniviatives aimed at
technology  adoption  and
evosystem development.

These include Digi Yatra,
liberalised drone regula-
tions, production-linked in-
centive sapport for drone
manufacturing, and o policy
fowws on advmn%mlalrff:hl
Iy,

"In addition, ancillary sep-
ments such as maintenance,
repair and overhaul, and air-
craft leasing have expanded
alongside airport . and air
navigation infrastructure.
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<10 crore worth ganja
seized at Chennai
airport

DC CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAL, JAN. 28

Hydroponic ganja weighing 107
kilograms and worth ¥10.7 crore
was seized at the Chennai airport

from two passengers coming from
Thailand.

The 'I'haﬂand Airways from
k arrived on Tuesday mid-
night and the Air Intelligence
Officials monitored them closely
When the officials questioned the
two passengers, they came out
with contradictory answers. When
they checked their luggage, they
found the banned substance con-
cealed in food packets by two pas-
SENZers from Kerala.
Investigations revealed that the
two persons have links with inter-
national drug peddlers who are
using them to smuggle the sub-
stance. The two persons were
arrested and further investigation
ison.
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New passenger
assistance
services at KIA

BENGALURU, DHNS: The
Kempegowda Interna-
tional Airport (KIA) has
introduced Care by BLR,
a personalised passenger
assistance service.

The Care by BLR portfo-
lio includes meet-and-as-
sist, porter and luggage ser-
vices, valet parking, luxury
limousine services, arrival
lounge access, and flower
services, among others.
These are available for de-
parting, arriving and transit
passengers.

The services are offered
at both Terminal 1 and 2,
and can be booked through
the Pulse App, the official
BLR Airport website, and
dedicated counters at the
terminals.



AIRPUH TSAUT HDF«‘ITY OF INU!A

Corporate Communications Directorate

DECCAN HERALD BANGALORE 29 JANUARY 2026

UDAN 2.0,400 airports
by 2047: Modi lays out
aviation roadmap

Says air connectivity will multiply as India
pushes affordable travel, fleet expansion

AJITH ATHRADY
HYDERABAD, DHN5S

rime Minister Narendra
PMadi on Wednesday
said that the Centre is
working on the next phase of
the UDAN scheme to expand
regional and affordable air
connectivity and seaplane
operations across the country.
In his virtual address at
the aviation summit Wings
India 2026 here, the PM said
the NDA government in 2016
launched the UDAN (Ude
Desh ka Aam Nagrik) scheme
to make air travel affordable
to the common people by con-
necting “unserved and under-
served airports”in Tier-2 and
Tier-3 cities
As a result of the scheme,
15 million passengers, around
oneandahalfcrore, have trav-
elled onroutes, many of which

v

' did not even

exist earlier,
he said.

The prime
minister re-
markedthatas

Narendra India advanc-
Modi estowardsthe

goalofbecom-
ing a developed nation, the
expansion of air connectivity
is certain to multiply many
times over.

He highlighted that by
2047, India is expected to
have more than 400 airports,
creating a vast network.

Pointing out that passen-
ger traffic has grown rapidly,
he said Indian airlines are
expanding their fleets, with
more than 1,500 aircraft or-
dered in recent years.

In 2014, India had 70 air-
ports, while now the number
has risen to more than 160.

Over 100 aerodromes have
beenactivated. By 2047, India
is c"(pfr:tcd to have more than
400 airports, creating a vast
network, he added.

The prime minister un-
derlined that digital cargo
platforms are simplifying
and making the entire pro-
cess more transparent, while
off-airport processing ar-
rangements are reducing the
load on airports.

“*Modern warehouses are
being built to improve and
accelerate cargo handling,
which will reduce both deliv-
ery time and logistics costs in
the future, he said. Underlin-
ing that India is set to emerge
as a major and competitive
trans-shipment hub, he urged
investors to explore opportu-
nities in warehousing, freight
forwarding, express logistics,
and e-commerce Sectors,

Insisting that India
emerged as a major global
aviation hub, he called upon
every nation, every industry
leader, and every innovator
to take full advantage of this
golden oppormunity.
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IAF takes over
Baramati ATC

FPJ News Service

MUMBAI

The Indian Air Force (IAF)
took full control of the air traf-
fic control (ATC) and meteoro-
logical services at Baramati
airfield. Acting on an urgent
request from the civic author-
ities, the IAF deploved a
specialised team of air war-
rlors from a nearby Air Force
station in Pune The IAFS take-
over highlights long-standing
concerns regarding the safety
of regional airstrips. Baramati
is classified as an uncontrolled
alrfield as ATC duties are
rotated daily between private
[raining organisations.
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New airport
expects to go
global soon

NAVI MUMBAL  Adani

Airport Holdings Lid expects
international flight oper-
ations at s recently-opened
Navi Mumbai International
Ajrport (NMIA) 1o begin
berween April and June as
the airport is currently
streamlining domestic ser-
vices, CEO Arun Bansal said
on Wednesday. Speaking on
the sideline of the Wings
India 2026 event, he said a
night landing facility is
expected to  Dbegin  in
February. "We are going to
run 24-hour operations start-
ing next month. Then the
(passenger) growth will con-
tinue,” Bansal said. On ramp-
ing up the cargo operations at
the airport. the CEO said the
company is engaged in dis-
cussion with trade partners.
“Discussion is on with trade.
We need 1o do it in a con-
trolled way. We need to create
maore airside,” he added. Navi
Mumbai airport, developed
by the Adani group, started
commercial operations from
December 25, though it was
inaugurated in October.

— Informist
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Airport plan triggers
flood risk alarm

HD Bureau
CHENNAI

Government backing for the
proposed greenfield airport
at Parandur on the outskirts
of Chennai has intensified
conflict between planners
and local communities, witha
new hydrological study
warning of potentially sig-
nificant increases in floo-
dwater entering the Adyar
and Cooum rivers during
intense rainfall periods. The
project, envisaged as a major
aviation hub to supplement
Chennai's existing inter-
national airport, has already
faced prolonged resistance
from farmers and residents
concerned  about  envir-
onmental and livelihood

impacts.

A detailed review by the
Uvakai Research Foundation
contends that official ass-
essments by the state-run
Tamil Nadu Industrial De-
velopment Corporation su-

bstantially understate the
site's hydrological comp-
lexity.

According to the foun-
dation’s analysis, around
66 per cent of the airport
site falls within the
Cooum river basin, with
the remainder linked to
the Lower Palar basin.
Channels such as the
Kamban Kalvai, which
traverse the site and feed
into Chembarambakkam
Lake, form an active part
of the broader drainage

network that ultimately
connects with Chennai’s
mainurban waterways,

The study calculates that
removing natural flood
buffers could funnel an
extra 10,000 to 12,000 cu-
secs of water downstream
in peak rainfall episodes,
overwhelming rivers al-
ready operating near ca-
pacity.

The Adyar and Cooum
rivers both have limited
flood-carrying capacity, a
fact starkly illustrated in
2015 when heavy mon-
soon  rains  inundated
Chennai's main airport
runway and tarmac, for-
cing a week-long closure
and evacuation of trav-
ellers and staff.
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Ajit Pawar asked for the
airport to be upgraded

The Baramati airport is among 150 uncentrolled airports in India, which have a basic ranway and

no ATC Tower or ATC [requency.

Yogesh Naik

yogeshnaikg hindustantimes com

MUMBAL: The alrport at Bara-
mati where a Learjet 45 carrying
Maharashira deputy chief mints-
ter Ajit Pawar and four others
crash landed on Wednesday
morning, killing all on board,
was categorised as an "uncon-
trolled” airport lacking basic
navigation ajds.

Indian airports come under
four categories: C and D catego-
ries are those under which most
major alrports fall while smaller
alrports like those at Chhatrapati
Sambhaji Nagar, formerly
Aurangabad. or Bhavnagar or
Jalgaon, are categorised as B or
partially controlled. The one at
Baramati is categorised as A or
uncontrolled. “There are about
150 uncentrolled airports in
India. They have a basic runway
and no ATC Tower or ATC fre-
quency,” sald Mihir Bhagvati,
aviation expert and a DGCA-ap-
proved examiner for pilots.

“Theairport also lacks naviga-
tional alds like VOR {a ground-
based radio navigation beacon
that allows aircraft with a
recelver o determine their posi-
thon and navigate it), BAPI (Preci-
sion Approach Path Indicator)
which tells whether the aircraft
is high or low on approach,” said
Sanjay Karve who retired in 2025
as Maharashira aviation
director. Karve also confirmed
that the airport does not have an
independent  meteorological
facility and that it relies on data
from Pune airport. On Wednes-
day morning the area was cov-
ered in dense fog with a visibility

of 2,500 metres.

In the absence of a proper
ATC. the alr traffic control at
Baramati Js[Jomﬂy managed by
pilot cadeis from Baramati’s two
private aviation academies, Red-
bird Aviation and Carver Awia-
tion. On Wednesday, on account
of a VIP landing the ATC was
being manned by a flight
instructor from Carver Aviation.
On Wednesday moming, after
the Learjet pilot executed a Go
Around, he was asked to report
when he had the runway in
sight. "Runway Is currently not
in sight, will call when runway is
in sight” he reportedly told the
Carver instructor manning the
ATC. After a few seconds the
pilot then reported that the run-
way was in sight, but the plane
crashed shortly after, said an
official of the Ministry of Civil
Avlation. The airport did not
have its own fire-tender, sald air-
port in charge Shivaji Taware.
“We had called one fire tender
from Baramati Municipal Coun-
cil as standby for the VIP land-
ing. When we realised that the
plane had crashed, we called for
more fire tenders from the Bara-
mat Municipal Council and the
Maharashira Indusirial Develop-
ment Corporation and arrived
soon after.”

The airport, constructed by
the Maharashira Indusirial
Development Corporation inau-
gurated In 1996, mainly serviced
the two flying schools and small
glwue planes “There are only

ur o five air traffic movements
weekly from other alrports to
Baramatl Carver Aviation and
Redbird Flight Training Acad-

AGENOES

emy. which have nine and 16 air-
craft respectively, operate from
morning tll late evening (using
chargeable lights on runway) for
training purposes,” said the alr-
port manager, Shivaji Taware.

“The runway at Baramati is
small. Unlike big city airports
where the runway width is
between 75 to 80 meters, Bara-
mat runway's width is 30
meters. This rumway also has a
shallow hump which can alter a
pilot’s perception. In my opinion
It's not sultable for VIP opera-
tons,” the former state aviation
director told HT,

Captain Naufil Kamalkar who
learnt flying at Baramati and
worked as a flying instructor for
five years, before joining Qatar
Adrways, told HT, “The visibility
was poor on Wednesday morn-
ing and there are no navigational
aids at the runway which need to
be installed. The ATC too can be
better managed. The Maharash-
tra Alrport Development Com-
pany (MADC) has not done any-
thing about smoothening the
runway surface either.”

Until August 2025, the airport
was managed by the Anil
Ambani-owned Reliance Airport
Developers. MADC manager
Shivaji Taware who is in charge
of Baramatl alrport said, "We
had taken over the alrport on
August 19 as there were several
lacunae in its management. in
the last few months, Ajit Pawar
as the guardian minister of Pune
district, had himself taken many
meetings to e this airport
He had asked for basic facilities
like PAPTand night landing and a
regular ATC”
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PM to inaugurate Punjab’s

Halwara AirportonFebl1

UNITED NEWS OFINDIA
Chandigarfi, 29 January

namajorbboost to Punjab's
aviation infrastructure
andindustrial connectivity,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is set to virtually
inaugurate the Halwara
International Airport on
February 1. Theannouncement
was confirmed by Ludhiana
Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Himanshu Jain following an
inspection of the facility.
The Halwara Airport project,
a long-standing demand of
the region, is now fully complete
and ready for operations.
Speakingtothe mediaafter
reviewing the final armngements,
DC Himanshu Jain stated that
the district administration
receiveda formal communication
about the Prime Minister’s
virtual participation during
his scheduled visitto Punjab.

"All preparations for the
launch arein place. The Airport
Authority of India has also
sent aformalletterindicating
that flight operations are
expected to commence
immediately following the
inauguration,” Jain added.

The news has triggered a
wave of optimism in the
business commity in Ludhiana
and across Punjab. For decades,
the local industry has advocated

for a dedicated
intemational-standard airport
to facilitate global trade.
Local entrepreneurs believe
the new air link will be a
"same-changer” forthe state's
economy. Traders pointed out
thatmanyinternational clients
previously avoided visiting
Ludhiana due to poor air
connectivity and long road
commuites fromother airports.
*This is the ‘boom’ we have

been waiting for,” said a
prominent local businessman.
"Direct air connectivity will
notonly attrct fordpn investors
but also make it easier for us
to rach any corner of India
in a matter of hours. This will
significantly reduce the cost
and time of doing business.’

The Halwara airport is
excpected to ransform Ludh e,
often called the Manchester
ofIndia’, into amore accessible
industrial hub. Beyond the
business sector, the general
public will benefit from the
enhanced travel options, bridging
the gap between Punjab's
industrial heartland and the
rest of the world

As the final countdown to
the February 1 launch begins,
thedistrict administration and
the Airport Authority of India
ame fine-tuning the logistics
to ensure a seamless start to
commercial flight services.

Fri, 3@ January 2026 e
e mraae  Nttps://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/79852675 "'!"
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10.8kg hydroponic
weed seized at
airport; two held

Venkadesan.S
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: After a short gap,
customs sleuths at Chennai
airport busted another at-
tempt to smuggle 10.75kg of
hydroponic weed by arresting
twomen on Wednesday.

The two men, natives of
Kerala and first-time flyers,
were lured into smuggling
with heavy pavouts. They we-
re offered free flight tickets
and accommeodation in Bang-
kok, and were even trained on
what to say and how to keep
their phones free of any trace
of information, said customs
soureces,

“They were provided with
similar-looking trolley bags
with the contraband hidden
in them,"” said an official. The
duoflew to the city from Bang-
kok by Thai Airways in the
early hours and were stopped
by customs officials on suspi-
cion, as they seemed tense
while passing through the
customs green channel upon
arrival.

Whilethey gave evasive re-
plies, their checked-in bagga-
ge was subjected to a search.
The sachets of chocolates and
snacks kept amidst clothes

Sachets of
chocolates and
snacks in the
checked-in luggage
were confiscated as
they emitted a
peculiar odour

were confiscated as they emit-
ted a peculiar odour. Prelimi-
nary testing using a narcotics
field drug testing kit confir-
med the substance to be hyd-
roponic weed, anarcotic drug
prohibited under the Narco-
tic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act.

In total, 10.75kg of hydro-
ponic weed was seized from
the duo, which was worth 710
crore in street value, accor-
ding to officials. Customs offi-
cials said the smuggling car-
tels were checking if the air-
port were vigilant about
smuggling prohibited goods.
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SHEKHAR SINGH
HYDERABAD, JANUARY 29
Wings India-2026 on Thursday
crowned Delhi's Indira Gand-
hi Intemational Amrport as the
oountry's best, while the four
day event also saw Air India
placing fresh order for 30 Boe-
ing aircraft inchuding the T37-8
and TAT-10 models, Separmtely,
Air India and Adrbus signed an
agreement to convert 15 A321
neo omers into the longer-
mange  AZXIR  wvarant,
enabling the airline to launch
new nonstop  intermnational
routes with improved fued effi-

oeney, At the awards ceremony
organised by the MMinistry of
Civil Aviation, Delhi's IGT Air-
port, operated by Delhi Inter-
national Airport Limited, was
named airport of the year,
Benpaluru's EKempepowda
International Airport topped
the ‘above-20 million passen-
gers perannum (VMMPAY cate-
gory, while the Pune arport
won in the 10-256 MPPA sep-
ment. Lucknow Intemational
Airport Limited was recog-
nised in the ‘510 MPPA' cate-
gory, and Veer Savarkar Inter
national Airport, Port Blair, in
the ‘underd MPPA' bracket,

| WINGS INDIA-2026 |

Delhi airportranks 1st; Air India seals Boeing, Airbus deals

Al FLEET OVERHAUL PICKS UP PACE

B AirIndia added fresh momentum to its sweeping fleet renew-
al programime with the new order for 30 Boeing narrovw-body
aireraft asitlooks to scale up capacity, deepen regional con-
nectivity and support its longtenm global ambitions.

B The purchase signals the airline's intent to lock in steady
aireraft deliveries aver the coming years, while consolidat-
ing Boeing's role at the core of its single-alsle operations.

B Ajr India chief executive officer and managing directar
Campbell Wilkan said the additional aireraft order was
aligned with the alrline's longterm fleet strategy,

Hillongi Airport in Itanagar
was named the best airport
under the UDAN regional oone-
nectivity scheme. Civil Avia-
tion Minister Ham Mohan

Naidu presented the awards,
Hindustan Aeronauities Lim-
ited (HAL)was named the best
contributor to  Atmanirbhar
Bharat, while Boeing Tndia and

Airbus were recopnised for
ecosystem accelermtionand s
craft component manufactir-
ing. The AAT signed an apree-
ment with Asrports Couneil
Intemational for the Airports
Management Professional
Arrreditation Propramme,
under which over 115 aviation
professionals will be trined
orver five vears to build a global-
by deployvable leadership pool.
Bevond scheduled aidines,
officials said business and gen-
eral aviation was entenng a
phase of sharp expansion,
AsinpbaChuba Ao, Joint Sec-
retary in the Civil Aviation Min-

istry, said helicopters, fixed-
wing aimmaft, regional transport
arcraft and business aviation
were now being treated as dis-
tint  sepments,  reflecting
changing demand patterns,
Russin's United Aireraft Cor-
poration signed a preliminary
apreement with Flamingo Aem-
space to supply sbc 0-114-300
turbopmp aineraft from 2028,
diongside plans o build assem-
blv and MRO capabilities in
India. The event also saw the
release of a KPMGFICCI
report outlining a readmap for
India to evolve into a global avi-
atinn ecosystem leader by 2047,
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PM woos investors; urges them to be
co-pilots in Indian aviation sector

HYDERABALD, Jan 28:
Hipghlighting the growth po-
tential and policy stability,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday told -
vestars that there are im-
mense opportunities in air-
craft manufacturing, pilot
training, advanced ar mobil-
ity and arcraft leasing areas
m the country.

Indi is one of the world's
fastest civil aviation markets
and air traffic demand is on the
rise while airlines have placed
orders for over 1500 planes.

In a special message at the
aviation surmrmit Wings India
2026 here, Mod: said the gov-
ernment is working on all
necessary regulatory re-
forms to make cargo move-
ment faster and more effi-
clent.

Modern warehouses are
ety bult toenable faster and
more efficient cargo hemdling,
which is especially important
as India emerges as a major
and competitive transship-
ment hub, Mod: said.

“Turge all myestors to ex-
plore the opportunities in
India’s warehousmg sector,
freight forwarding, express
logistics, and e-commerce,™
the prime minister said,

According to him, there
are very few countries hke
India that offer such a larpe
seale for the aviation indus-
try, such political stability, and
such technological ambition,

Urging evervone to take
full advantage of the “golden
opportunity”, Modi invited
mmvestors to be long-térm
partners and co-pilots on the
India's Mght to suocess,

In 2014, there werne T0ar-
ports and now, there are
maore than 160, By 2047, the
country will have over 400
airports, Modi said, and
stressed that air travel 15 no
lomper exchesive but inclusive.

The povernment's regiom-
al air connectivity scheme
UDAN secks to provide air
travel at affordable rates.

“Thanks to the UDAN
scheme, 15 million passen-

A drone show during the insuguwation of ‘Wings india 2026" at
Begumpet Airport in Hyderabad, on Wednesday — PTT

pers, or approximately 1.5
crove passengers have trav-
elled on routes that didn't
even exist bedore," Modi said.

With reforms, India 15 he-
COming a mepor aviation gate-
way between the Global
South amd the rest of the
world, Modi said, adding that
this was a huge opportunity
for mvestors and mamfctur-
ers assoctted with the avia-
tion sector

“Aircraft manufacturing,
pilot training, advanced air
mohility, arreraft leasing —
these are sectors where In-
dha presents itself with im-
mense possibilities,” the
Prime Minister said.

Wihule India 1s becommg a
major global aviation hub,
Mo said it 18 important to
ensure that the coumtry does
not remain dependent on oth-
ers for aviation-related needs.
“We must strengthen the
path of self-refiance. This will
also be helphul for companies
that are coming to invest n

Incia,” Modi sand. — PTI
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‘No delivery delays, Boeing to supply
25 planes to Indian airlines this year’

=]
Crur Bureaw
Hyderabad

Bocing aims to  deliver
around 25 aircraft to airlines
in India in CY2026 with im-
provement in the production
rate of its Boeing 737 Max
aircraft.

“We will be delivering
planes at the rate of two air-
craft per month. There are
nodelivery delays,” said Ash-
wini Nai Boeing's Man-
aging Director (commercial
sales and marketing), Indian
subcontinent, at Wings India
on'Wednesday.

Fresh deliveries will in-
clude both 737 Max {for
Akasa Air and Air India Ex-
E:n:ss} and 787-9s for Air In-

.

Last year, Indian carriers
had received 19 Bocing air-
craft. Deliveries of 737 Max
aircraft had skowed down as
US Federal Aviption Admin-
istration capped the produc-
tion of the jetliner to 38 a
maonth following a safety in-
cident in January 2024,

REGULATORY NOD

Last October, the plane-
maker secured the regulat-
ory nod to increase produc-
tion to 42 planes a month - &
development  that  avgurs

FLYING HIGH. Ashwin Naidu, Boeing’s MD (commercial sales
and marketing), indian subcontinent, addresses the media at
Wings India on Wednesday sourms

well with India, which is the
fastest-growing gviation
market.

Boring cstimates that In-
dia and South Asia’s passen-
ger air traffic will rise 7 per
cent annually over the next
20 years.

This will require addition
of nearly 3,300 planes by
2044, gaid Boeing in its com-
mercial market outlook re-
leased at the airshow.,

UAs @ir travel becomes
more integral to how people
and goods move in India and
South Asia, airlines will
strengthen networks, scale

flects and invest in services
and technical personnel to
support long-term growth,”
said Naidu.

“More cfficient, versatile
airplanes will enable robust
growth opportunities for the
region's  established  and
emerging airlines,” he added.

Boeing projects that the
Indian end South Asizn avi-
ation industry will also need
approximately 1,41,000 new

professionals, including
about 45,000 pilots, 45,000
technicians 51,000 caban

crew, over the next two
decades.
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Aiir India to add international flights
from Mumbal with new Bocmg 7875

.I.nu-l.h Phadnis
Hyderabad

Air India will significantly in-
crease its international capa-
city from Mumbai, deploying
its new and retrofitted Boe-
ing 787 aircraft. While the
airline flies to multiple aties
in Europe, East Asia and Aus-
tralia from Delhi, its me-
dium- to long-haul interna-
tional mnetwork out  of
Mumbai is limited with
flights to Frankfurt, London
and New York/MNewark. The
airline will halt its non-stop
service between Mumbai and
San Francisco from March 1.

NEW ROUTES

Sources said the airline is
likelyto start flights to Tokyo
from Mumbai. Servicesto Jo-
hannesburg may also be rein-

BIG PLANS. Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner is displayed at
Wings India 2026 in Hyderabad on Wednesday anmres

troduced after a gap of sev-

cral years.
While Delhi has stronger
inbound traffic, both in

terms of disspora and for-
eign leisure travel, Mombai
has a large corporate market,
which Air India has been un-
able to serve due to its lim-
ibed network. Mumbai used
to be Air India’s main base,
but that changed with the
opening of Terminal 3 ot
Delhi Afrport in 20100 Air In-
dia shifted its headguarters

to the national capital in
2013, That is set to change.
“Wewill nd our capacity
and upgrzsa:rur an-dEfJFEts on
our Mumbai flights,” said an
official. This is also d
to improve the umn
and boost revennes.

Air India will deploy its
newest Boeing 77 aircraft
on the Mumbai-Frankfurt
route from Febrmry 1.

The aircraft was formally
unvriled at the Begumpet
airport in Hyderabad.
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Etihad Airways eyes 5-7 new India destinations

— derabad and Ahmedabad.™
KV Kurmanath Despite  the friction,
[l Neves remains  optimistic
that the measures (blocking
Antonpaldo Neves, Chief Ex- traffic rights) is a temporary
ccutive Officer of Etthad Air- strategic measure o allow

ways, has pitched a counter-
intuitive strategy to India re-
garding the granting of
traffic rights — let forei
carri.n'sngé‘lﬁ]d the ma:ﬂ
now 50 that Indian carricrs
can tap into B mature passen-
ger base later,

“Whydon't ] use these for-
cign carriers to build the
market for us? And then,
when the Indisn carriers get
the planes, thevwill teke that

for them,” said Neves

at Wings Indiz.

GLOBAL GROWTH

While the airline posted a 20
per cent global growth in
2025, its India capacity re-
mained sta t, as all allot-
ted traffic rights were fully

EAST-BOUMND. Etthad views indla as a critical pillar of its
Vigion 2030 strategy, according to Antonoaldo Neves, CEO

utilised. He said Etthad views
India as a critical pillar of its
Vision 2030, projecting that
15 to 20 per cent of its future
growth is expected from the
country.

“1f it doesn’t happen, we
will look at other grograph-

ics,” he said. If the rights
were granted, Etihad ssid it
will expand its netwrork in In-
dia.

“We would like to add 5-7
destinations, including Goa,
besides doubling frequencies
to destinations such as Hy-

Indian carriers Hme to scale
up. He noted thar with
10,000 unutilised seats avail-
able to Indian carriers on the
Abu Dhakd route, the market
dynamics will eventually
foree & rational Eﬁ:ﬂmmg of
the skies. “It is in the best in-
terest of Indias rights to
bring more tounists,” he said.

He, however, said the
company, like other carriers,
faces a shortage of aircraft
‘We're not in a rush becanse
there is no aircraft in the
world,” he said.

Even if the Indizn govern-
ment ts rights immedi-
ately, gEZr;nhm:l n?]’.l not flood
the market becanse acguir-
m% I:ﬂ:a.n:s 15 “wvery, very
difficult”.
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Three days of disruption cannot define
IndiGo’s two-decade record, says CEO

Aneesh Phadnis
Hyderabad

Three days of dismption
cannot define IndiGo's per-
formance over the last two
decades, said IndiGo CEOQ
Pieter Elbers on Wednesday.

IndiGo, which s India’s
largest airline, faced serious
flight disruptions in Decem-
ber, impacting lakhs of cus-
TOmeTs.

While the girline is incor-
rating all the leamni
F::im tlﬁ: crisis to a hulm
more resilient operation, its

IndiGo CEO Pieter Elbers

growth ambitions remain in-
tact, said Elbers.

IndiGo received 55 Airbus
A320Nen mircraft im 2025,
and it will continue to re-

ceive mircraft every single
week this year, too. These in-
clude mine A321XLR planes,
which it plans to use for in-
ternational expansion. “We
can't let three days define
what we have built over 20
years,” he stated.

LESSONS LEARNT
Elbers sgid IndiGo is on a

journey to become one of the

world's largest airlines, and
noted that almost all major
airlines had  undergone
crises and learnt from them.

Meanwhile, IndiGo also

announced 3 new ancillary
offering called Upfront.

Customers choosing the
product will pet front row
seating with more leg room,
complimentary snacks,
higher baggage allowance
and hassle-free cancellation
benefits.

“Chur focus remains an of-
fering reliable, affordable
and increasinghy omnal-
ised  travel r.fpi:rims to
our customers. India’s avi-
gtion landscepe is evolving
rapidly, and so are customer
expectations,” said Elbers.
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No safety concerns with Learjet aircraft and
VSR Ventures, says Civil Aviation Minister

—
Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbal

Civil Aviation Minister Ram
Mohan Naidu Kinjarapu said
there were no apparent safety
concerns with VSR Ventures
Pvt Ltd and the jet that
was involved in a fatal air
crashat Baramati on Wednes-
day.

Maidu visited Baramati air-
port on Thursday afternoon
and held a review meeting
with Civil Aviation Ministry
officials late in the evening.

‘40 in-d i ction is
on and I:]J:':Fég‘vcmnt will
take all possable steps for pas-
senger safety,” he said. “Dir-
ectorate General of Civil Avi-

ation has thoroughly checked
and all approvals were given.

The organisation (VSR Ven-
tures) also seems to have un-
dergone an assessment last
year. The palot in command
had 15,000 hours of fiving ex-
perience,” Naido said.
There were no safety is-
ses ing the aircraft
cither, he said. “For us,
EF:a:smgcr lives are import-
ant. Wee want to hove safe avi-
ation in the country,” he said.
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Our aim is to become one-stop shop
in aviation sector, says Jeet Adani

UNIFIED SOLUTIONS. MoU with Embraer will allow the Adani Group to offer end-to-end aviation solutions

Y
Rohit Vaid
Hew Delhi

The Adani Group's te-up
with Brazilian aerospace ma-
jor Embraer is a step towards
positioning the industrial
conglomerate as a one-
shun% for the avietion sm.::gﬁ
Jeet Adani, Director, Adani
Defence & Acrospace, told
brsmesslme.

In an exclusive interac-
tion, Adani szid the memor-
andum of understanding
with Embraer s aimed at en-
abling the o omeTate to
1.1!]‘1:1-1:.E tnd-mnfclglnd aviation
solutions.

OTHER INITIATIVES
“This deal and the MoU, to-
gether with other initiatives
within the group, will allow
ug to become a one-stop
shop for airdines to land,
train, maintain and, inthe fu-
ture, also purchase aircraft,”
he said.

He said the Group's focus

is om huﬂdn‘l.L infrastructure
and capacity in line with In-

dia’s ing  aviation
capabilities.
AIRPORT OPERATIONS

At present, the Adani
Group's interest in the avi-
#Hion sector Spans airport in-
frastructure and operations,
with the conglomerate man-
aging and developing cight
operational orts across
India, including Ahmedsbad,
Mumbai, Lucknow, Taipur,
Guwahati,
Thinmvananthapuram,
Mangaluru and Hyderebad.

Together, these airports
handle a substential share of
the country’s passenger and
cargo traffic. Beyond airport
operations, the Group has
expanded its presence into
perospace and defence man-
ufscturing  through Adani
Defence & Aerospace.

This includes activities
wross gircraft and  heli-
COPEeT  PrOgrammes, un-
manned  systems, avionics

The Group's focus is
on building
infrastructure and
capacity in line with
India's growing
aviation capabilities
JEET ADANI

Directar, Adani Defence &
ierospace

and components, as well as
participation in aircraft as-
sembly initiatives and col-
laborations with global ori-
ginal equipment
manufecturers across  the
aviation valee chain.

PILOT TRAINING

Besides, the Group’s aviation
portfolio includes mainten-
ance, repair gnd overhaul
services, pilot training and
skill development, after-
market support and allied
aviation services. Collect-

ively, these initiatives cover
infrastructure, manufactur-
ing, rations and human
capital across civil and de-
fence aviation.

PORTS AND AVIATION
“The mviation business is
growing in stature. We are
present  across  otilities,
which is our largest portfo-
lio, followed by ports and
then aviation,” Adani aid,

In line with this strategy,
Adani Defence B Aerospace
has partnered with Embraer

to develop 2 made-in-India
regional transport aircraft,
Or commuter aircraft.

These type of aircraft are
generally designed to seat
around S0-90  passengers
with a renge of 500-900
kllum.eﬂ'cs

by, the memor-

a.m:lum DfE understanding
signed between the two com-
pamics focuses on local as-
sermbly and deeper
indigenisation.

SUPPLY CHAINS

Apart from local assembly,
the partnership secks to
build an integrated regional
transport sircraft scosystem
in India, spanning aircraft
manufacturing, supply
cheins, after-market services
and pilot training.

In addition, the collabora-
tion is expected to leverage
Embraer’s engincering and
atreraft :mmuuf.acl:u::ing ex-
Fh:nrm:r. aJungszl:ltAda.m Dhe-

nee & Aerospace’s aviation
value-chain presence.
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Air India orders 30 more Boeing

737 Maxs;

converts Airbus order to long range planes

—
Our Bureaw

Hyderabad

Air Indin om Thursday
ordered an  additional 30
Boeing 737 Max aircraft and
announced the selection of
15 Airbus AIZIXLR long
range aircraft by converting
an exasting arder,

The top-up announced on
Thursday will increase the
abrline's total akreraft on or-
der to 500 and is part of its
plan to decpen domestic
connectivity and launch in-
ternational routes.

COMPONENTS DEAL

Alongside the aircraft or-
ders, the airline also an-
nounced a mult-year agree-
ment for components o
support its Bocing 787 Hect.
The agreements were inked
at the Wings India event in
Hyderabad on Thursday,

e ——— —

“This sdditional order for
30 Boeing 737 alreraft is part
of our broader fleet strategy
to position Air India firmly
for the future, as a world-
class global carrier that India
deserves and the world ex-
pects,” Air India’s CEO and
Mamaging Director Camp-
bell Wilson said in a state-
ment.

“Building on our 2023 or-
ders and subsequent pddi-
tions, this order supports
steady  deliveries and fleet
upgrades planned over the
next few vears," he said,

With the lazest orders, Alr
India keas a votal of 198 new
alreraft incoming from Boe-

ing. The airline has, so far, re

ceived 52 aircraft of the 220
ordered in 2023, including 51
737 Max planes.

“Alr India's order for more
737 Max jers underscores the
strong performance of their
existing 737-8 fleer as they
continue to expand  con-
nectivity across India and
the South Asia region," said
Paul Righi, Boeing Vice-Pres-
ident of Commercial Sales
and Marketing, Eurasia, In-
dia and South Asia,

A3ZIXLR DELIVERIES

The delivertes of the 15
AZZINLR are cxpected
between 2029 and 2030, the

pirline said. The conversion
announced on Thursday is
part of Air Indin’s landmark
orders placed with Airbus in
2023, with an addition in
2024, of a total af 50 A350
and 3K A3 20 family alreraft.

This conversion to
A3ZIXLEappliesto 15 0f 210
A32Ineo aircraft ordersd,
while the remaining 90
A3Xmeo remain asoriginally
structured.

GAME CHANGER

“Adr India's decision to select
the AZZIXLR is a significant
endorsement of this game-
changing  aircraft.  The
AZZIXLE is proving to be a
revenue generator by boost-
ing frequencies, managing
seasonality and optimising
E‘.’lp.ilfil'!.' on  medium-hanl
routes,” snid Benoit de Saint-
Exupéry, Alrbus Executive
Vice-President of Commer-
cinl Aircraft Sales.
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Airbus looks to propel sourcing
from India to $2 b annually by 2030

EXPANDING WINGS. Commerical fleet will triple in size to 2,250 aircraft over the next decade

—

Aneesh Phadnis

Hytarr abal

Airbus  will increase it

gourcing from India to 52 bil-
lion annually by 2030 with &
focus on raw materials, com

posites and new
commodities.

The Euwropesn  plane
maker has set up final a=-

gembiy lines for H125 heli-
copters and C195 aireraft.

It alse sources complex
parts like doors for its A220
aireraft.

Now, Airbus is stepping up
ing progurement from Imdia

\irbus will leverage
existing network and
capabilities to further
boost manufacturing
of complex parts and
ACTOSTrUCTUres

JURGEN WESTERMEIER
Precigdany L MO, Kby indin

in & bid to improve its com-
petitiveness  and  aircraft
deliveries.

Globally, the plane maker

has a wial order backlog of
over 8, 0 aircraft.

The order backlog for In-
dinn carriers is 1,248 planes,

the highest for any market.

CARIN INTERIORS

Jilrgen Westermeier, Presid-
ent and Monaging Director,
Alirbus India and South Asia,
said the plane moker will
leverage existing network
and capabilities to further
boost the manufacturing of
complex parts and aero
SLFUCTURES.

Airbus will also use s cap-
abilities to produce cabin in-
teriors im India.

On Thursday, Atrbas sakd
India's commercial aircraft
fleer will triple in size 1
2,250 adrcraft over the next

decade. The growth will be
propelled on the back of
strong fundamentalbs, includ-
ing economic growth, a
riging middle class, prowing
Infrastructure and availabil-
ity of talent pool,

35,046} PILOTS

Airbus  expects passenger
traffic im India to grow at 8.9
per cent per annum by 2035,
the Fastest among major eco-
nomies and well above the
global average.

To meet the growth, Alr-
e estimates a requirement
of 35,000 pilots, up from the
current 120KK0,
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High production cost could be hurdle for sustainable aviation fuel

—
Richa Mishra

Hydaratad

Pricing may decide the sue
cess of sustaimable aviarion
fuel (SAF) not only in India
but globally. It is rare for all
stakeholders —  refiners,
transporters and regulators
— to speik in one voice, but
on SAF there is clear unan-
imity. Effective policy, sup-
ported by proper regula-
tions, capiral availability for
investors, and pricing of the
fuel is key 1o making SAF a
successfiul jet fued,
Committed to reducing
carbon emissions across sec-
tors, Indda is also accelerar-
ing its transition to SAF. The
intent is to rediuce aviation
emisslons by up to B per
cent. The government has in-

troduced indicative blending
mandates 1 per cent by 2027,
2 per cent by 2028 and 5 per
cent by 2030, in line with the
CORSIA [f'.qu'u,‘ln f]ﬂ:c{'l'llng
and Reduction Scheme for
International Avkation)
TequiTements,

Ara roundrable on *Power-
ing the Future of Sustainable
Aviation: Pobcy, Inmivation,
and Scale” ar Wings India
2026, Samir Kumar Sinha,
Secretary, Ministry of Chvil
Aviation, set the tone by
highlighting the challenges,
including need for policy in-
tervention,  While  Indian
public sector refiners Indian
Oil Corporation, Bharat Pet-
rodeum  Corporation and
Hindustan Petroleum Cor-
poration are tying up with
alreraft manufacturers, such
as Airbus and Boeing, or re-

WAY FORWARD. A rowndtable discussson on “SAF - Poweting the Future of Sustainable Aviation:
Policy, Innovation, and Scale’ at Wings India 2026 at the Begumpet alrport in Hyderabad

search institutions, airlines
are partnering for fuel sup-
Iy, Private sector plavers
ike Praj are demonstration
their worth in the ecosystem,

India is among the top five
ivtation markets j-;luEuI!'-.
and robust growth is expec-
ted over the next two dee-
ades, The session, which had
representatives from oil re-
fineries, airlines and re-

search institutions, saw all
on the same page 15 far as
policy is concerned. The
stakeholders called for in-
centivising the fuel, citing
examples of the US and other
nations where SAF is being
promoted.

Indian Oil's Panipat re-
finery is the first to produce
certified SAF,

BPCL's Mumbai refinery

has becomse second certified
refinery in India.

FEASIBILITY STUDY

Last year, the Ministry of
Civil Aviation, in partnership
with the International Civl
Avlation Organksarion
(ICAC) and with support
trom the Eurepesn Union,
had released the SAF feasib-
ility study for India.

The feasibility study as-
sessed the potential for pro
ducing and utilising drop-in
SAF in India.

It hnd evaluated domestic
feedstock availahility, viable
production pathways, infra-
structure and policy readi-
ness, and the enabling condi-
tions needed to establish a
robust demestic SAF market,

Drawing on international
best practices and tailoring
them to Indias soco-eco-
nomic and  emvironmental
context, the report provides
a roadmap for sustainable
fisel adoption. While feed-
stock is not a challenpe,
given the access to agricul
tural waste, municipal solid
waste and used cooking oil
for producing SAF, the chal-
lenge lies in ensuring con-
sistent supply.
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Time-bound probe of
plane crash: Naidu
| —

-

Hyderabad: Unicn Civil Aviation
Minister Kinjarapu Rammohan
Maidu has said that the
authorities have begun an
imvestigation into Wednesday's
plane crash in Maharashtra that
killed Deputy Chief Minister Ajit
Pawrar and four others. The:
teams from the Aircraft
Accident Investigation Bureau
and the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation arrived at the site.
“The black box has also been
recavered, and the
investigation is in process,” he
S2id. oun kAL
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Airbus sees liftoff for turboprops in India’s short-haul skies

Boeing says seat-mile economics favours larger aircraft

DEEPAK PATEL
Hyderabad, 29 lanuary

European aircraft maker Adirbis
believes the regional turboprop market
in Irechia will prow and further demo-
cratise the country s avialion eco-
system, its President and Managing
Director (MD) for India and Sotith Asia
Jiirpen Westermesier, said on Thursday,

On Wednesday, Ashwin Maidu, MD
of marketing for India and Eurasiaat
Boeing Commercial Airplanes, saidthe
nimber of regional jets in India is
unlikely toexcesd 10 even over the mext
20 years, as their cost per seat on a route
does not work for most aifines.

These comments from Airbus and
Boeing come after Brazilian aircraft
maker Embraer and Adani Defence &
Aerospace on Tuesday sigmed a mem-
orandum of understanding to estab-
lish & regional jet manufacturing
facility in India.

Regional jets, such as Embraer’s
Ei75 and E195, are faster and quieter
than mirboprops and usually carry 76-

124 passengers. Regional turboprops,
stich asthe ATR 42 and ATR 72, are
more fuel-efficient and economical on
short, low-demand routes, carryving 42
78 passengers,

Disring a press conference at the
Wings India 2026 summit on Thursday,

Westermeber said: “We penerally see the

regional market and regional air traffie
asa good opportunity for further
growth and democratisation. In the
wider Airbus partfolio, we have ATR
{regional turboprop) as a product
which, in my opinion, is superior in
supparting regional traffic. There is an
existing ecosysiem Lo support ATR air-
crafi. The competitiveness is excellent.”

“Iean truly state that we are ready to
explore with Indian partners and the
government options on low we can
support the Udan (Ude Desh ka Aam
Maagrik) scheme in the regional market
with the rght product,” he added.

In India, Airbus s structurally better
positioned in the regional aviation seg-
ment than Boeing because of its strm-
tegic link 1o ATR, the Franco-Italian

turboprop manufacturer in which
Airbuis halds a 50 per cent stake,
Through ATR, Airbus has exposurne to
the sub-g0-seat market that dominates
regional connectivity in India, where
turboprops such as the ATR 42 and ATR
72 are widely used because of their lower
operating costs, fuel efficiency, and abil-
ity tooperate from short nifways and
smialler airports. IndiGo and Alliance
Airoperate ATR aireraft in India

Boeing, by contrast, has no dedi-
eated regional jet or turboprop aircraft
in its commesrcial portiolio, with irs
product line focused on larger narrow-
body and widebody jets such as the 737,
777, amt 787 families,

Maidu said on Wednesday that
regional jets face economic and airport

€6 WE CONTINUE TO MAINTAIN THAT REGIONAL
JETS ARE A CHALL ENGE IN INDIA'S AVIATION
MARKET BECAUSE, TO SUCCEED, YOU NEED
SEAT-MILE ECONOMICS...THAT IS A CHALLENG

EVEN WITH LARGER AIRCRAFTY

Jargen Westermeier, Preident S MD, Indiz amd South Aa, Arbis

capacity challengses in India, as routes
quickly outgrow small aircralt, making
single-aisle planes more viable for long-
lerm operations

“Going forward, we continue to
maintain that regional jets are a
challenge in India's aviation market
because, to succeed, you need seat-
mile economics, which is basically
taking the cost to operate a flight and
dividing it by the
number of
seats. Thatiza
challenge even
with larger air-
cralt, and it
becomes an
even bigger
challenge with
regional jets,” he
said.

!
{

Air India orders

30 Boeing planes

Air India on Wednesday announoced
anoeder for 30 addirional Bosing
aircraft, comprising 207378 and 10
Ta7-10 jeis, taking its total orders
with the US aireraft maker to 2500
Theaidine aleo sald it has eon-
verted 15 of its exdstinge AZZineo
orders with European airerafl
miaker Afrbus to the longer-range
A1 R variant, with the conver-
sion announced on the sidelines of
Wirges Incdin 2026 in Hyderabad.
Sinceits privatisation in Janu-
ary 2022 under the Tata Group, Air
India has embarked on an aggres-
sive fleet renewal and expamsion
programime. In February 2023, the
airline placed a record firm arder
foor 4700 aircraft from Adrbus and
Boeing, including 250 Adrbus jets,
and 220 Boeing aireralt compris-
ing 737 MAX, 757 Dreamliner and
T X models, DEERAK PATEL
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Aviation minister Naidu discusses security,
supply chain resilience with foreign delegates

Indian Aviation has
Seen Big Shift, UDAN

to Expand Infra: PM

Our Bureau

Mumbal: Civil aviation minister
K Rammohan Naidu held bilate-
ral meetings with ministerial de-
legations from the United Arab
Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Russia
and the Dominican Republic on
the sidelines of Wings India 2026
in Hyderabad, as India sought to
deepen international coopera-
tion in the sector The discus-
sions focused on aircraft manu-
facturing, skill development and
training, sustainability and
supply-<chain issues, alongside
potential collaboration on fleet
expansion and aireraft assembly
lines, said an official statement.
The ministerial plenary at the
conference brought together re-
presentatives from more than 20
countries, including the Domini-
can Republic, Russia, Saudi Ara-
bia, the UAE and Cambodia. Deli-
berations covered aviation seciiri-
tv supply chain resilienceand coo-
peration actoss aviation, touristn
and related economic sectors.
Prime Minister Narendra Maodi,
addressing the event via video
conference, said India had beco
me the world's third-largest do-
mesticaviation market, marking
ashift from air travel being "once

Hmited to an exclusive club”, He
said the government was wor
king on the next phase of the
UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam Nag-
rik) scheme to strengthen regio-
nal connectivity and expand air-
port infrastructure.

“Over the past decade, India’s av-
iation seetor has undergone a his-
torie transformation.”™ Modi said,
adding that passenger traffic had
grown sharply and Indian airlines
had placed orders for more than
1500 aireraft. The PM said India
had expanded its airport network
to more than 160 from 70 in 2004,
withmaore than 100aerodromes ac-
tivated under the UDAN scheme,
He added that around 15 million
passengers had  travelled on
UDAN routes so far
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Indian Carriers Likely
to Triple Fleet Size in
10 Years, says Airbus

Our Bureau

Now Delhl: Alrbos on Thursday
smid it expects Indian carriers
to triple the size of their Meets
10 2,250 jets over the next deca
e, rlding restblient ecobombe
growth, an expanding middle.
class and a surge of first-time
fivers. Jurgen Westermueier,
president and managing direc
tor of Alrbus Indin and South
Mouin, mnid the Reet sxpansion is
driven both by the Indian avia
tion market boom and the Indi-
anatrlines’ pmbition (o expiand
on international routes
He said passenger traffic in In-
dia is expocted togrow at8.9%a
VEar over the next
decade umniil
ah—the fnstest
among the major
poonomies  and
well above the
::Illl:.r::v:nl plohal E "
fge driven

“Alrbus is unigue- by Indian
Iy placed o SUPPOTT  pylation mit
thisgrowth withthe poom and the
A Fomifly for doe ambitionto
mostic  expansion  expand on
andl the AITIXLE  ini] routes,
nil AASD0 to Bend I EhyE
dia's Lk b Wesiermeler
kng-hnad - interno-
tional ambitions,” he sakl

The European nerospace glant
alan expects thie regbonal abe tral-
fie: B TdiEn to grow and Rirther
democratise the country’s avia:
tion ecosystem. “We generally
see the reghonal markel and the
regiomal abr trmfTic ns n good op
portunity for further growth and
mlso for further democratisa
thom,” Westermeber satd

=1 minst say in the wider Alrbos
portfolio, we have the ATHE air
craft as a product. which. in my
opinion, is superior in suppor-
ting the peglonal tralTie Thers is
nn eoosysien ek isting to st
this one. The competitiveness is
exeellent.”
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Air India Orders
30 More Boeing
737 Max Planes

Our Bureau

New Delhi: Air India has
placed an order for an addi-
tional 30 Boelng 737 Max alr-
craft. The airline finalised
an ineremental puichase of
20 7278 jets this month and
an arder for 10 737-10 airpla-
nes was previously uniden-
tified on Boeing's ‘orders
and deliveries’ website, Both
purchases exercised exis-
ting options as Air India ex-
pands its rotite network to
meet rising travel demand.

The aircraflt are for use by
its low-cost arm Alr India
Express,

“Thizs additional order for
30 Boeing 737 aircraft is part
of our broader fleet strategy
to position Air India Grmly
for the future, as a world-
class global carrier that In-
dia deserves and the world
expects,” said Campbell Wil-
son, CEO and managing di-
rector of Alr India. “Buil-
ding on our 2023 orders and
subsequent additions, this
order supports steady delive
ries and fleat upgrades plan-
ned over the next few years.

Air India will operate the
new 737-Bs, leveraging their
dispatch reliability, fael «f-
ciency and range flexibility
on high-frequency, domestic
and short-haul regional rou-
tes. The airline also plans to
deploy the larger T37-10 to
maintain operational com-
monality and carry more
passengers at the lowest cost
per seat among single-aisle
aircraft, itsaid.
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‘Aviation, Ports,
Shippingon
Growth Track’

Our Bureau

Mumbai: India's civil avia-
tion, ports and shipping sec-
tors are on track for sharp
growth by FY3l, driven by
rising demand and infrast-
ructure investment, accor-
ding to the Economic Sur-
vy

In terms of airport densi-
ty, there are 0.11 airports per
million of population in In-
dia compared with 47.35 in
the USand 0.39in China, sig-
naling significant capacity
headroom, said the Survey
released on Thursday

India has become the
world's third-largest do-
mestic aviation market, ac-
cording to the Survey, with
airports increasing to 164 in
25 from 74 in 2004,

Civil aviation, it said, is
“on a sustained growth tra-
jectory, supported by a con-
ducive policy environment,
rising demand and steady
infrastructure expansion.”

The Survey said ports, too,
are scalingup. Public-priva-
te partnership and captive
operators are projected to
handle 80% of all cargo at
thecountry's majorportsby
2030, supported by a pipeli-
ne of 48 PPP projects worth
23,000 crore through FY3L
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‘Pilot-aircraft ratio
at domestic
airlines adequate’

THE CIVIL
ANTATIHON ministry
on Thursday said
I'Ii."l' rrent ‘

mrcraft ratio atdomestic
arlines s "adequate” The
comments also come against
the bac kckop of st month’s
massive disruptions at IndiGo
that were caused by multiples
factars, including inadequate
plmning o camply with the
nevwr flight duty noems that
e aimed ataddressing
fatigue among pilots
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Air India orders 30 new Boeing 737 planes

YARUQHUL LAH KHAM
Hyderabad, lanuary 29

AR INDIA OM Tuesday
announeed fresh abemift ordens
and servic e agreements,outfin
g plans for furtherfeet svpan-
sion and network prowth

The airline confirmed an
order for 30 addstonal Boeing
namrow-body alremit, taking its
total atrcmft commitments to
&00.The atest order includes
20 Boelg T737-8 and 10 Boe-
ing 737-10 jets, raising Air

India’s total Boeing atrcraft
arders to 250

Al India also signed a
multi-year agreement with
Boeing Global Services o pro-
vide comprehensive compo
nent support for its Boeing
787 fleet, covering both exist
ing and future airaraft.

Ina sepamte H:-\.rrlrll'.!mr':u.l_
the aidine finalised a deal with
Airbes toconwvert 150 i sprevi
ouslyordered A 321 Neo ai romft
into thelonges-rangeA 32 1X1LR
variant. The XLR jot s, apable of

operating  longer non-stop
mutesarcexpected toplayakey
mle lnAlr India's i nternati onal
EXpansion sategy.

Theagresments were dgned
inthe presenceof Airlndia CECQ
i M Coarm vl Wilsiom abong
with senior exeoutives from
Boelngand Airbus.

I11r-'||"l'|nﬂ-: Il MV 6 ewest,
organised by the Ministry of
Crvil Aviation in collabom tion
with the Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and
Imcustry (FICCT, alsosanwserveral

mdustry  parinesships and
announcements related o
JuLl:lLIll.'l:Ll..'llluI.:l.'LurlllH.

The Sakti Group and Omomsi
Pale digned a memorandum
of understanding to intro
duce the L4100 NG 19 -seater
airoaftin India. with the pos
sibility of local assembly
under consderation,

Separat dy, Hindustan Aero
mautics [HAL] entered into a
contract with Pawan Hans for
the supply of 10 Dhruy Next
Genemtion helficopters.

Civil Awiation Secretary
Samir Kumar said the event
Jl:ﬂul.‘l.lnjul._l:uhn_t[eﬂurh Bl
atea stable policy erironment
and encourage private sector
participation in India’s aviation
sector. Unlon Miniaer of Clvl
Aviation Ram Mohan NaiduKin
jarapu presided overthe sesdon,
which focused on partnemships
almed at strengthoming the
omntry saaation capa hilities,

[Thhe rprovgewis in Hydir-
calned o el fenrifan bl
ofdir Irlial
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Airbus expects to deliver
two jets aweek to India

TARUQHULLAH KHAM
Hyderabad, January 29

AIRBUS EXPECTSAIRCRAFT
deliveries to its Indian cus-
tomers, inchd g IndiGo and
the AlrIndia Group, o average
nearly two aircm ftaweekover
thenextdecade, firgen West -
ermeier, President and Man-
aging Director - India and
South Asia Alrbis, sald on
Thursday.

Westermeier waid airerafl
deliveries to Indian airlines
are expected W peak at
around 150 |'|h'|:r|.:-': A vearin
the mming years, Alrbus
delveered around 70 aireraft
to Indian carriers in 2025,

He added that Airbus cur
rently has about 1,750 air
craft onorderfrom Indian ake-
lines. Presenting the
company's commercial mae-
ket outlook for India and
South Asia, Westermeler sald
the coun rr:.l'WI||TI_‘~|'.|i:|'["I'I('|'|:I'|.'!,'
35,000 new pllots and an
P |]L|.1| mumber of technicians
by 2035 to support aviation
growth

|
S
EINI=S INIFFA

Alrbus expects India’s pas-
senger traffic to grow at a
compound annual growth
rate (CAGH) of 8.9% until
2035 Westcrmeler stated
that nearly 108 of Alrbug'
global produdtion is currently
dedicated to supplying air-
craft to Indian aidines,

He alsp sald Alrbus imports
mmponenks warth about
515 billion annually from
India, a figure expected to nse
o 52 hillion by 2030 Wester
meeier added that a produc-
ton-linked incentive (PLI)
scheme s esvential to aco=ler-
ate the growth of aircraft and
alrcmaft com ponent manu fac-
rimng mthe country,

Westermeler, who s also
the prr—:irlrnr of the Federa
tion of European Business in
Inefia, sees a mea sxiveupsidein

travel as result of the
India-European Union Free
Trade Agresment [FTA)

He added that the India
EU FTA will increase the
growth of the economy in
India and will accekerate the
growth of the middle class
However headded thatsofar,
the FTA is not likely to have a
major impact on the procure
ment prlee of alreraftand abe-
craft components by Indian
alrlines,

As part of its mega aircmft
arder placedin2 023 withAkbus
and il.l'iriﬂgI the & India Eroup
ourrent by has a total of 344 new
At inm mi'n.g from Arbus,
while IndiGo has more than
nn:lr-rsr:lcrfn'lmg; 1,350 arcmaft
onorderwithdeliveres running
el indo L he nest decade

Timely aircraft deliveries
are critical to airlines' fleest
and mnetwork expansion
strategies, and slower-than-
c';fprrfr‘d delivernes could
welgh on thelr growth plans.

ﬁ'!u‘ [ g ”J.l'f.-"l’
abd wf the fndtatien
of Air Indin)
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Wings India 2026 | By 2047, country will have over 400 airports, says Modi

PM woos investors; urges them
to be co-pilots in aviation sector

HYDERAEAD
_—

Highlighting the growth poten-
tial and policy stability, Prime
Minister Marendra Modi on
Wednesday told investors that
there are immense opportun-
ities in aireraft manufacturing,
pilot training, advanced air
mobility and aircraft leasing
areas in the country.

India is one of the world's
fastest civil aviation markets
and air traffic demand is on the
rise while airlines have placed
orders for over L500 planes. In
a special message at the avi-
ation summit Wings India 2026
here, Modi said the govern-
ment |s working on all necess-
ary regulatory reforms o make
cargo movement faster and
muore efficient

Modern warehouses are
being built to enable faster and
maore efficient cargo handling,
which is especially important
as India emerges as a major
and competitive transship-
ment hub, Modi said.

"l urge all investors to
explore the opportunities in
India's warehousing sector,
freight forwarding, express
logistics, and e-commerce,” the
prime minister said.

According to him, there are
very few countries like India
that offer such a large scale for
the aviatdon industry, such
political stability. and such
technological ambition.

Urging everyone to take full
advantage of the “"golden
opportunity”, Modi invited
investors to be long-term
partners and co-pllots on the

Inclia’s flight to success.

In 2014, there were 70 air-
ports and now, there are more
than 160, By 2047, the country
will have over 400 airports,
Modi sald, and stressed that air
travel is no longer exclusve but
inclusive.

The government's regional

air connectivity scheme UDAN
secks to provide air travel at
affordable rates.

“Thanks to the UDAN
scheme, 15 million passengers,
or approximately L5 crore pas-
sengers have travelled on
routes that didn't even exist
before,” Modi said.

India can be global
exporter of components
and products: Naidu

Union Minister K Rammohan
Naidu on Wednesday said the
efforts are on to improve the
manufacturing ecosystem that
will help India become a global
exporter of aviation compo-
nents and products.

India is one of the world's
fastest growing civil aviation
markets and air traffic demand
is on the rise. Airlines have
placed orders for over 1500
planes and there is renewed
push to have more aviation sec-
tor-refated  manufacturing
activities in the country.

Tndia has become a global
trusted partner in aviation
also_. aviation is going to be a
strong vertical in the country,”
the Civil Aviation Minister said
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India, South Asian airlines to need
3,300 new aircraft by 2044: Boeing

Dhairya Gajara

MUMEAL

India and South Asias passen-
ger air traffic will rise an aver-
age of 7% annually over the
next 20 years, revealed
American aireraft manufac-
turer Boeing’s latest commer-
cial market outlook (CMO)

repart for South Asia. The
repart highlighted that air-
lines will need nearly 3,300
new airplanes by 2044 w
meet the demand for air
travel.

As per Boeings annual
CMO, single-aisle narrow
body aircraft will account for
nearly 90% of these projected

deliveries as airlines look w
boost network flexibility on
fast-growing short- and
medium-hanl routes. It stated
that the Indian and South
Asfan regions feet will grow
from 785 to 2,825 airplanes in
two decades, reporting nearly
a four-fold increase over that
time.
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{ REPLY BY CIVIL AVIATION MINISTRY }

‘Management gaps’ led to
IndiGo fiasco, govt tells LS

IndiGo cancelled over 5,000 flights in December. ANI

Snehashish Roy

letters@bind s Lan timed cam

NEW DELHI: Over-optimisation
of operations, inadequate regu-
latory preparedness and short-
comings in management struc-
ture were among the primary
reasons behind the large num-
ber of flight cancellations by
IndiGo Airlines in December
2025, Civil aviation ministry
informed the Lok Sabha on
Thursday.

The ministry also noted that
adverse weather conditions
contributed significantly to can-
cellations across airlines during
the same period.

“The primary causes for the
disruption were over-optimisa-
tion of operations, inadequate
regulatory preparedness along
with deficiencies in sysiem soft-
ware support and shortcomings
in management structure and
operational control on the part
of IndiGo.

Additionally, during Decem-
ber 2025, a considerable num-
ber of flights were cancelled by
all airlines, due to adverse
weather related issues,” Unlon
minister of state for civil avia-
tion Murlidhar Mohol said ina
written response (o guestions
by Congress MPs KC Venugopal
and Sudha R.

IndiGo, India’s largest airline,
cancelled over 5,000 flights in
the first week of December. cit-
ing pilot shortages allegedly
arising from increased rest
requirements for cockpit crew
under the revised duty norms.

Aviation regulator on Janu-
ary 17 imposed a record ¥22.2
crore penalty on IndiGo and
issued warnings to six senior
executives, including the chief
operating officer, after lts
inquiry found the airline’s
“overriding focus on maximis-
ing utilisation” of crew and air-
crafi through aggressive cost-
cutting drove December’s oper-
ational melidown that stranded
over 300,000 passengers.

The move, the minister said,
was aimed at ensuring compli-
ance with regulatory directives
and the implementation of long-
[erm systemic corrective meas-
ures.

"DGCA issued caution and
warning to senlor management
of Mjs IndiGo for deficiencies in
oversight, planning and imple-
mentation of revised FDTL
norms, directed removal of the
concerned SVP from opera-
tional responsibilities,” Mohol
said.

The ministry sald a total of
6,890 flights operated by vari-
ous airlines were cancelled in
December 2025, impacting
566,864 passengers. IndiGo
accounted for the largest share
of cancellations, with 5,689
flights scrapped during the
maonth

The Air India Group can-
celled 924 flights, followed by
Splcelet with 79 cancellations,
IndiaCOne Air with 71, Alliance
Alr with 63, Akasa Alr with 39,
Star Air with 17 and FlyS1 with
eight cancelled flights, the min-
Istry said.

CENTRE: REVISED
PILOT DUTY RULES
ALIGNED WITH
GLOBAL NORMS

Dheer Chawla
betters@bindustaniimes com

MEW DELHI: The Centre on
Thursday informed the Lok
Sabha that it has put in place
detailed monitoring and review
mechanisms to assess the
imipact of the revised pilot duty-
time rules on airling operations,
€ven as it siepped up regulatory
oversight, data-driven safety
management and capacity-
building measures across the
civil aviation sector.

The response came on a gues-
tion by Congress MP V. Vaithi-
lingam, seeking information on
India’s revised pilot-duty rules,

“The revised flight duty rules
were formulated after studying
and comparing Flight Duty Time
Limirations (FDTL) norms of
FAA [US], EASA [EU. Transport
Canada and other nations,” min-
Istry of civil aviation said in a
writien response, adding that the
Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) had also taken into
account the International Civil
Aviation Organization’s Stan-
dard and Recommended Prac-
tices as well as other global best
practices while framing the
norms.

Under this system, all sched-
uled operators are reguired to
submit detailed operational data
to the DGCA each week. The reg-
ulator is also conducting peri-
odic FDTL reviews and [atigue
risk management across all
scheduled operators, the minis-
try said.

HT reporied on Tuesday that
four of the country's five
national airlines, which together
fly 95% of passengers, are nudg-
ing the government to relax the
new crew rest rules that came
into force on November 1 last
year, citing multiple officials,
who said the companies contend
the regulation is unsusiainable
In the long run,
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Black box recovered from Learjet crash, AAIB begins probe

Dheeraj Bengrut

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

PUNE: Investigators have recov-
ered the black box from the Lear-
jet45 crash that killed Maharash-
tra deputy chief minister Ajit
Pawar and four others near Bara-
mati on Wednesday, a key devel-
opment expected to help recon-
struct the final moments of the
flight.

A team of three officers from
the Aircraft Accident Investigation
Bureau headquarters in Delhi and
another team of three officers
from the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation's Mumbai regional
office reached the crash site on

Wednesday evening. AAIB
director general GVG Yugandhar
also visited the location the same
day to personally oversee the
investigation.

The flight data recorder and
cockpit voice recorder are
expected to provide vital clues
about the aircraft’s speed, altitude,
control inputs and crew commu-
nications in the seconds before
impact. Investigators have also
collected physical evidence and
samples from the crash site.

The probe has been initiated
under Rules 5 and 11 of the AATB
Rules, 2025, The civil aviation
ministry said it “remains fully
committed to completing the

AVIATION EXPERT
SAYS PRELIMINARY
INFORMATION
SUGGESTS
VISIBILITY PLAYED
AROLE IN

THE INCIDENT

investigation within a defined
timeframe, strictly in accordance
with established standard operat-
ing procedures and laid-down
guidelines.”

Aviation expert and Avialaz
Consultants chief executive Sanjay
Lazar said preliminary informa-
tion suggests visibility played a

role in the incident. “The aircraft
had executed a go-around during
the first landing attempt due to
poor visibility. On the second
approach, the pilot reportedly had
the runway in sight and was on
final approach, but there was no
read-back to air traffic control
Moments later, a fireball was
seen,” Lazar said.

This could indicate the aircraft
struck terrain, he added. “Eyewit-
nesses have said it veered towards
the shoulder area.”

Awiation experts are also likely
to examine operational aspects of
Baramati airport, including run-
way length and visibility-related
challenges, Lazar addressed con-

cerns over infrastructure at
smaller airports. “Not all airports
in India are equipped with instru-
ment landing systems. At the
very least, facilities like RNAV
should be available. Baramati air-
port has a L770-metre runway
and houses two flying academies,
one of which has been operating
for nearly three decades. I would
not term the airport risky. In this
case, the pilots were well quali-
fied,” he said.

The ministry said all emergency
response and investigative proto-
cols were activated immediately
after the accident, adding that the
inguiry will be thorough, transpar-
entand time-bound.
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Tighten oversight in
the aviation sector

aharashtra deputy CM Ajit Pawar died on

Wednesday when his Learjet aircraft crashed

near Baramati. Within hours, aviation minister
Ram Mohan Naidu offered a preliminary assessment
that seemed to suggest there was nothing to indicate
the aircraft operator was to blame. “Prima facie no
issue” with VSR Aviation, he said. DGCA approvals
were “thoroughly checked”. The operator handles
“many VIPs" safely. The minister also appeared to
temper concerns about operations at Baramati's
uncontrolled airsirip, saying its “required runway
length is proper for landing”. These comments,
however well-intentioned, risk prejudging a probe that
has barely begun. VSR Aviation in September 2023 had
an incident at the Mumbai airport. Its Learjet 45 ran off
the runway in heavy rain and split in two. Fortunately,
there were no fatalities. But the final probe report in
that crash — involving the same aircraft model as the
one Pawar was on— is yet to be closed, 16 months later.

Air crashes result from multiple factors, often
interacting in unforeseen ways. Premature ministerial
assessments — however reassuring to the public—
narrow the scope of inquiry before evidence is
examined. Professional investigation requires
neutrality and patience. Itis now clear that the
regulatory structure is also lacking. Non-scheduled
operators face spot checks, not systematic scrutiny.
Small airstrips operate with minimal navigation aids
yet routinely handle business jet traffic. And the delay
in VSR's previous probe exposes a rather lackadaisical
attitude on the part of the investigator, AAIB.
Wednesday's incident is a reminder that India’s

aviation sector has grown rapidly, but oversight hasn't
kept pace. Rigorous investigation and structural
regulatory reform — not public reassurances—are the
only foundations that can prevent future tragedies. It is
now crucial for the government to offer specifics,
timeline, and accountability mechanisms.
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Passenger safety, duopoly in
civil aviation ﬂagged inRS

Express News Service
New Delhi, January 29

A DAY after Maharashtra Dep-
uty CM AjitPawardiedinaplane
crash, Communist Party of India
(Marxist) MP John Brittas in the
Rajya Sabha on Thursday
flagged the “duopoly” in civil
aviationand what hetermed the
falling safety standards.

Speaking during Zero Hour, Brit-
tassaid he had earlier raised the
issue of the duopoly, leading to
high prices, particularly during
festive season. He said two air-
linescontrolled 20% of the mar-
ket, adding this had an impact
onsafety. “Eveninthecitadel of
capitalism, the US, nosingle do-
mesticairline holdsa 25% share.
In China, even the three largest
airlines put together would not

CPI{M) MP John Brittas in Rajya
Sabha on Thursday. ani

cross 60%,” he said.
Referringtothefatalerashin
Baramation Wednesday, hesaid
the same operator had a plane
crashin Mumbaiin 2023, but the
report of the investigation into
that incident was still pending.
Headded that the details of what
causedthecrashat Ahmedabad

last yearwas also not known.

Also in Zero Hour, Sa-
majwadi Party MP Javed Ali
Khan asked the government to
revisetheincomelimit forbene-
ficiaries of the National Food Se-
curity Act, 2013. He said the li-
mits had remained Rs 2 lakh for
rural areas and Rs 3 lakh for
urban areas forthe past 13 years,
while the government had
brought the Seventh Pay Com-
mission in 2016 to increase its
employees’salaries, MGNREGA
wages had increased and even
the MPs’ own salaries had gone
up. BJP MP K Laxman de-
manded action against sur-
rogate advertising.

Congress MP Neeraj Dangi
called forgovernment interven-
tion to stop the rising prices of
gold and silver.
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Akasa starts
hiring pilots
after long
pause, eyes
expansion

MALIMER]HEW DELH

wilget carvier Abasa Alr
B has restumed pllos hiving
afteran 18-moeih prese
a5 i prepaies o add more ale-
craft o lis feet, founder and
chief executive Yinay Dube
skl on Wednesday .
Mumbai-headguartered
Alcasa paused pllot hirng in
Jirsee 024 el no delays Inade -
eraft dedivieries from Boelng
With thee US plane meer nosw
expiecied 1o adhere 1o lis
revised dellvery tmellnes, the
alrling has hegun recruiting
plloss agudn. W stopped hie-
Iy prllnes becanise the delivers
time slipgeed,” he sald on the
bibelbmes ol Wings lidia 2026
evien at Begmpet alrport b
Hyderabad. “In Novemnber-
Descember we restarted hiring
jillios wind we Il conitinnge "

" Al Al currenitly has 757
pllots The move b strnificand
as i becogmes the third aidise,
aftier Lomlidio aned Alr L, to
restan pilot hifdng—under-
sctsring liow crew avallahiliny
luis hecomie g ey constraini
uncker tighter duty-time mbes
With rapacity sdditions now
depiegwlent as mvch vastnffng
as on alrerafl deliveres pilot
hiring & cemtral (o execution
arross the aviatbon sector,
Abasa's Mt comprises 52
Dt 737 MAX incloding s
Y plase that bs 1ikely o joln
e Mt froam U5 o Thorselay
Two more airceaft will be
lnluicted nest month, aklng
e flesrt ke R b By e e of
Februnry, Dube sabd. nlike
missd Indinn carriers, [t oper-
atvss s all-Boswdng Deet, while
[neliCo and Adr Iodes Oy a mix
ol Alrbais andd Boedng shrerft
Adnsa ks eonpliam with the
revisedhelvilaviagon rudes that
camie mtoelTect on | Octobeer.
it Meninfesifivemitiel coum
For an extendead version of
i .I.I'r.lr_1.,'.:lrl'r.l]ll.l.'mllll.l. Uil
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The planes are expected to be delivered to the
airline between 2039 and 2030 mooMEEnG

Air India for Airbus
extra-long planes

rivate carrier Air India on Thursday said it
P will convert 15 of its curment order of 210

Airbus AS2Ineo aircraft to the advanced
AS2IXLR fextra-tong range) variant. These 15
ASNXLRs wre expected to be delivered (o the
airline between 2029 and 2050, Adr Tndia said.

The decision to beeak the order was
announced on the sidelines of the ongoing
Wingrs India aviation show in Hyderabsd.

The fuel-efficent AS2ZIXLE offers a mmge of
upr Lo 4, 7000 mautical miles (or 8,700
kibometers) and this will enable Air ndia to
open new noni-stop indernational routes and
optimise high-demand, mediom-haal
imternational services, with the flight
evonomics of asingle-aisle aircraft, the airline
saiel.

Air India has placed orders fora total of 350
planeswith Airbas (300 in 2025 and another
S0 i 20024, PTI
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The Airbus fleet expansion is driven by the Indian
awviation market boom ar

Airbus’s India fleet
totriple by 2035

ndia's commercial aircrafi leet of over 100

sets will triple te 2, 2540 from the existing 830

over the next decade, as the country grows to
become the third-largest civil aviation market in
the waordd by 135, asenbor official of the aiveraft
mutkeer Airbus said on Thursday.

Addressing a press conference on the
sidelines of Wings India 2026, Jarsen
Westermeier, president and managing
direcior, Airbas India and Soath Asia, said the
first Indian criginally made and assembled
Airbus C-295, a twin-engine mediom military
transpor aircrall. will be delivered in the thicd
quarter of 226,

The maintenance market will triple with
et growth from today’s £5 billion (o 59,5
ballicm in 10 vears including aidframe,
componend and engine MROactivities, be said.

Westermeier also said Arrbus currentlyhas a
basdeloge el 1L 250 areradt from Indian cammiers amd
hopes to debiveron an average 120-150 planes
every vearwhich translates into two per week.

The Nect expansion is driven both by the
[ndian aviation market boom and the Indian
airlines' ambition toexpand on inlernational
rilites, FTI
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Domestic airlines cancelled 6,890 flights in Dec: Govt data

s murny as 6,890 Righits were cancelled in December, affecting more
A than 966,000 passengers, with IndiCio scoounting for more than 82'%
of the total cancelled services, aceording to official data

Indio faced massive operational disruptions in eacly December, following
which the Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) cortadled the airline’s
winter schedule by 10%. The watchdoy has imposed fines totalling 122 20
crore, among cther regulatory actions.

Minister of state foreivil aviation Muridhar Mohol on Thursday said the
primary causes [or the disruption were over- optimization of operations,
inadequate regulatory preparednes along with deficiencies in system
software support and shortcomings in management structure and
operational control on the part of IndiGo.

=Additionally, during December 20525, a considerable number of ighis
wure cancelled by all airlines due to sdverse weather related issups " the
minister sxid ina written reply to the Lok Sabha. PTI

IndiGo faced massve operational disruptions in early December.  ae
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SOPs for Kedarnath heli
operations tightened
MAuthorities are tightening the reins
on Kedamath helicopter operations.
Following tragic crashes in
Uittarkashi and Gaur Mai Khark that
claimed 13 lives, the DGCA has
mandated a strict “no-fly” ule
before sunrise and after sunset.
Challenging Himalayan temain and
ematic weather remain concems.
Uinder the new SOF, flight frequency
in the valley will drop by 30%, and
operations will halt instantly during
poor visibility. Only veteran pilots
with high-altitude expertiss will man
the cockpits. For pilgrims, safety now
takes precedence over speed,
ensuring the spiritual joumey
remains a safe passage through the
treacherous peaks.
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Air India to buy 30 additional Boeing aircraft

ARSHAD KHAN @ Mew Dethi

AIR INDIA has placed an order
to purchase 30 additional Boe-
ing atreraft, comprising 20 737-
Bz and 10 737-10s. These 30 sin-
gle-aisle aircraft are in addition
to the firm orders for 220 air-
craft that the country’s second-
largest airline had placed with
Boeing in 2023, taking the total
number of aircraft orders
placed with Boeing to 250,

The Tata Group airline also
announced conversion of 15 of
its current orders for Airbus
A32Ineo aircraft to Airbus
AZNXLE (extra long rangs) var-
iant to fuel global expansion.

The conversion is part of its
mega orders placed with Airbus
in 2023 with an addition in 2024,
comprising 50 twin-aisle A350
and 300 single-aisle A320 Family
aircraft. Of the 300 single-aisle

India, South Asia air traffic to rise 7% annually

Boeing stated that India and South Asia's passenger air traffic will
increase at an average of 70 annually over the next 20 years, spurred
by a growing middle class, economic growth and airport and
connectivity investments.

aircraft, thiz conversion to
A321XLR applies to 15 of 210
A321lneo plane ordered, while
the remaining 90 A320neo re-
main as originally structured.

Deliveries of the 15 A3Z1XLR
are expected between 2029 and
2030. Ajr India entered into a
multi-year agreement with Boe-
ing Global Services for its Com-

ponent Services Program (CSF),
encompassing the airline's Boe-
ing 787 fleet. both existing and
those on order. All fresh an-
nouncements were made on the
sidelines of Wings India 2026,
one of Asia’s premier civil avia-
tion events, in Hyderabad.

Campbell Wilson, CEQ &
MD, Air India, said that the ad-
ditional order for 30 Boeing 737
aircraft is part of their broad-
er flest strategy to position Adr
India firmly for the future, as
a world-class global carrier
that India deserves and the
world expects. “The AZ21XLE
is prowving to be a revenue gen-
erator by boosting frequencies,
managing seasonality, and opti-
mising capacity on medium-
haul routes,” said Benoit de
Saint-Exupéry, Airbus execu-
tive vice-President of commer-
cial aireraft sales,
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‘India’s civil aviation sector on
sustained growth trajectory’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B New Delhi

India’s civil aviation sector
is on a sustained growth
trajectory, helped by a con-
ducive policy environment,
rising demand and steady
infrastructure expansion,
the Economic Survey said
on Thursday.

As the country aims to
be a global hub for avia-
tion activities, the Survey
said Indian airports can
aspire to become global
aviation hubs by promot-
ing layovers and
enhancing the transit
experience for interna-
tional passengers.

“While the sector
remains sensitive to global
economic cycles and the
need for continuous capac-
ity upgradation, the
current passenger volumes
represent only a fraction of
India’s potential,” it said.

India is the world's third-
largest domestic aviation
market and the number of
airports increased to 164
last year from 74 in 2014.

In FY25, Indian airports
handled 412 million pas-
sengers, and the same is
projected to increase to
665 million by FY31.
However, the Survey said

the country currently oper-
ates approximately 0.11
airports per million people,
significantly lower than
the US (47.35) and China
(0.39), signalling substan-
tial headroom for further
growth.

“Expansion in India’s
airport and air navigation

infrastructure and
a growing ancillary
ecosystem, including

Maintenance, Repair, and
Overhaul (MRO) and
leasing, are strengthening
the sector. "These develop-
ments, along with tech-
nology integration, posi-
tions civil aviation as a
key driver of nationwide
economic connectivity and
integration,” the Survey
said. On Wednesday, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi
highlighted the growth
potential and policy stabil-
ity as he wooed investors,
saying that there are
immense opportunities in
aircraft manufacturing,
pilot training, advanced air
mobility and aircraft
leasing areas in the
country. Maodi, in a special
message at an aviation
summit, had also said the
Government is working on
all necessary regulatory
reforms to make cargo
movement faster and more
efficient.

Meanwhile, the Survey
said that aviation services
have continued to play a
key role in sustaining pas-
senger mobility and air
cargo flows.
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Blackboxrecovered: Civil Aviation Minister

NIKHILVYAS
New Delldd, 28 January

Civil Aviation Minister
Rammohan Naidu Kinjarapu
on Thursday said the black
box of the ill-fated aircraft
that crashed near the Baramati
has been recovered.
Replyingtoa letterwritten
by Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis, the Civil
Aviation Minister said the
Aircraft Accident Investigation
Bureau(AAIB has commenced
aformal probe intothe recent
aircraft acddent that claimed
the lives of 66-year-old

Maharashtra Deputy Chief

Minister Ajit Pawar and four
others,

he Statesman

Fri,

TheCivil Aviation Minister
stated that theairraft'sblack
box has been recovered, and
the investigation has
commenced in accordance
with the Aircraft Accident
and Incident Rules.

He assured that the probe
would be conducted
transparently and in a
time-bound manner

"All technical records,
operational details, and facts
from the accident site are
being examined,” the letter
stated.

Separately, the Ministry of
Civil Aviation inastatement
said, "Following the unfortunate
aircraft accident near Baramati,
all requisite response and

30 january 2026

https://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/79854945

investigative mechanisms
were activated immediately
by the Ministry of Civil Aviation.
Ensuring a thorough,
transparent, and time-bound
ingquiry remains atop priodt:”

A team of three officers
from AAIB, Dethi, and another
team of three officers from
the DGCA, Mumbai Regional
Office, eached thecrash site
on 28 January. The Director
General AAIB, GV G Yugandhar
also arrived at the site the
same day.

"The investigation is
progressing expeditiously,
and the black box of the
ill-fated aircraft has been
recovered,” the Ministry further

said
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Indian talent to play
key role in building
future aircraft: Airbus

Hyderabad: Airbus sees a
major role for its engineer-
ing and design talent in In-
dia to play a kev role in de-
veloping the next-genera-
tionsingleaisleaircraftthat
are expected to take to the
skies in the second half of
the next decade. Also, the
European aerospace major
— whose annual procure-
ment from India isat $1.5 bil-
lion and will rise to $2 bil-
lion before 2030 — is now
planning to step backward
inthesupply chain by sourc-
ing raw material like alu-
minium, steel and titanium
from the country too. Air-
bus (India & South Asia)
president & MD Jirgen
Westermeier told TOI
Wednesday that sourcing
raw materials could expo-
nentially multiply the value
of procurement done from

Ihe cnunuy reports Sau-
rabh Sinha.

“We are going to have a
new engineering centre in

Bengaluru. India has an
amazing talent pool. We see
them playing a key role in
developing the next-genera-
tion of single aisle aircraft
which are expected in later
half of 2030,"” said Wester-
meier, who was earlier se-
nior VP (purchasing) and
plaved a key role in increas-
ing procurement from India
from 8500 million to current
$1.5billion.
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WINGD INDIA ZUZ0: Inaia 1argets more 1nan 400 AIFports By 204/ W GIoDal Stars Entarail Crowas At segumpet

Aviation Dreams Rise As Safety Questions Linger

PM Modi Urges Global Investors To Be
Co-Pilots On India’s Flight To Success

‘Swati.Gharadwaj
@timesofindla.com

Hyderabad: Prime Minister
Marendra Modi on Wednesday
trged global aviation compa:
nies aml lmvestors to partner
with Insdia kn st reraf manudac.
turing. pilot training. advan-
et alrmobdlity and alreraft le-
asing. as the country consafl
rtes its posithon as thewordd's
thirdlargest domestic  avis
tion market and pushes its way
trto @ new phase of aviation:

Bar Vo §

Uinkon civil aviatkon minister Ram
Mahan Naidy at Wings india

In o recotded vides messi
ge at the inaugural session of
Wings India 2026 on Wednes:
by Moddi said fow countrics of
Tier Inli's combination of sci
le, political stability and tech-
nologieal ambition, T invlie
Ivestor=s fromm around  the
waorld (o join us s co-pllots on
India’s Might to sucoess,” hesa.
I, calling for kang-term part-
nerships that atso contribote
to global aviation growth,

The opening day however,
was invershadowed by a crisis
after Moharaehira deputy CM
Alt Prwar's alreraft crashed
on Wdnesday o development
that st a pall over the event
and disiupied the schedube.

Unben ehvil svlation mibni
ster K Rom Moham Naido, who
Inamgurated the stathe exhibi-
tion area in the morning and
was expected 1o sddress the
iain inaliguration ceremmng
In the evening, gave il a miss
s 1o e undleling situation
Even Telangana deputy chief
minister Bhatti Vikramarka,
who was schedubed to nddress
the insngmaral, did not partic
Pt in the event

In his messnge, Modi stres
sed the need for sellreliance In
ovintion and pointed to onge
ingefforts iobuild domestic ea-
pabilities in aircraft dezign,
manufacturing and mainte-
nanee, repalr and overhaal
(MR, He sald Indla is moving
From bekng a perts suppler (o
manufachuring military and
transpart aireraft. and eventu.
ally chvilakreraft

Muodi highHghted opporto.
nitles in eloctrie vertical take
off and Innding aircrofi and

Sustatnable  Aviation  Puel
[BAF). He said further reforms
In alr cargo, digital platfoms,
ofl-airpor! prodessing and moe-
dern warehousing would e
duce logistics costs and sup-
port Inedia's mmbition to bees-
me a competitive ransship
ment huh

Modi sadd the UDAN regio
niil connectivity schome onab
led 15 million passengers to fly
on ructes that did not previous
Iy exist. He snid the govt is pre-
paring the next phase of
UDAN to strengthen affordab
N repbonal links.

O infrastrocture, Modi sa.
Il the number of alrports has
rleen from 70 1n X904 10 more
than 160, with aver 100 aerodro-
mes activaied, He sald India s
targeting 400 alrports by 2647,
with tourism expocted to drive
domand. With traffle rising
and fleets expanding. be swid
[nclian carriers hove ordered
1500 aireraft in recent years,
signafling sustained demanid
o] Jogz-term confidence

WINGS INDIA TAKES OFF

\

P Narendra Modi
nvited global firms to
partner with india in
abrcraft mamufacturing,
pilot training, sdvanced air
miobility, and aircralt leasing

Indlia ks now the world's
third-largest domestic
aviation market, offering

Focus on building domestic
capability in abrcrait design,
manufacturing and MRED,
with a long-term goal of civil
aircraft production

India aims o become a
peoducer and exporter of
Sustainable Aviation Fuel
and explore electric vertical
take-off and landing adrcraft

Planned improvements
In air carga, warehousing,
digital platforms and off-
alrpart processing to cul
Ingistics costs and boost
India as a transshipment hub

Women make up aboul 15%
of india's pllots, with calls for
early exposure, curriculam
changes and mentorship to
grow participation

Firs: R Mbourthy P

Alrcraft af the siatic digplay
at Wings india 2026 in
Hyderabad on Wednesday
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State-run HAL now eyes 25% revenues
from civil aviation segment in 10 years

Swati.Bharadwaj
@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: After decades
of focusing primarily on de-
fence manufacturing, state-
run aerospace major Hindus-
tan Aeronautics Ltd (HAL) is
aiming to increase the share
of its civil business to 25% of
overall turnover over the
next decade, up from the cur-
rent4-5%, chairman and ma-
naging director DK Sunil sa-
id on Wednesday.

Speaking at the Wings In-
dia 2026 show, Sunil said
HAL's diversification strate-
gy is designed to reduce its
heavy dependence on milita-
ry programmes, which now
account for about 95% of re-
Venues.

HAL's civil push will rest
on three main tracks: expan-
ding certified civil products,
developing a civil helicopter
pipeline, and entering the re-
gional jet market through a
mix of aireraft leasing and
domesticassembly

Rama Moorthy P

HAL expects to bring in 10 aircraft over the next 12-18 months

A key near-term driver
will be the SuperJet 100
(5J100) regional jet program.-
me. HAL hassigned an agree-
ment with Russia's United
Adrcraft Corporation (UAC)
to produce the 103-seat, twin-
engine aircraft in India. To
speed up market entry, HAL
plans to lease 10-20 S.J100 air-
craft acquired from Russiain
flyaway condition instead of

waiting for domestic produc-
tion to ramp up. Around 10
aircraft are expected to be in-
ducted over the next 12-18
months. The initial fleet will
help HAL assess maintaina-
bility, ground support, MRO
needs and overall support sy-
stems.

In parallel, HAL aims to
begin rolling out semi knock-
ed down (SKD) S.J100 aircraft

from its existing facilities in
about three years. Under this
model, major assemblies will
be imported and final assem-
bly completed in India. The
company sees demand for
more than 200 aircraft in the
100-seat segment, driven by
India’s regional connectivity
push and potential orders
from neighbouring markets,
HALis alsoexploringleasing
structures with firms based
in Gujarat's GIFT City,

Sunil said HAL will keep
investments modest by leve-
raging domestic industry, its
own factories and establis-
hed vendor base. Facilities at
Nasik and Kanpur, along
with private partners, will
support sub-assemblies.

In the civil helicopter seg-
ment, Pawan Hans is set to
procure 10 Dhruv NG helicop-
ters for ONGC's offshore ope-
rations, with more demand
expected from the Border Se-
curity Force. HAL is also pro-
moting the Hindustan 228, re-
cently certified for civil use.
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2025 disruptions
tested ops: IndiGo

Hyderabad: A month after In-
diGo's widespread cancella-
tions and delays across domes-
tic airports, which resulted in
govt penalties, the airline's
CEQ, Pieter Elbers, said 2025
included three particularly
challenging davs of operatio-
nal disruption. He said despite
setbacks, the airline returned
quickly to stable operations,
achieving top-tier on-time per-
formance globally IndiGo said
it responded with transparen-
cy. refunds, and system-wide
resets. Elbers said, learning
from these events, the airline
will build stronger buffers and
enhance preparedness. T
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Indian, South Asian carriers will
need 3.3k airplanes by '44: Boeing

Swati.Bharadwaj
@timesofindia.com

Hvderabad: Indian and So-
uth Asian airlines will need
nearly 3,300 new airplanes hy
2044 as passenger traffic
across the region rises an av-
erage of 7% annually over the
next two decades, American
aircraft manufacturer Boeing
said on Wednesday.

In its latest Commercial
Market Outlook for South
Asia, unveiled at Wings India
2026, Boeing projected that the
region’s airplane fleet will ex-
pand from 795 aircraft today to
2,925 by 2044, nearly quadrup-
ling as carriers add capacity
and replace older jets. The
growth is expected to be led by
domestic travel within India,
supported by a continued shift
fromrailtoairandongoingin-
vestment in airport infrast-
ructure and connectivity.

Rama Moorthy P

Boeing India MD Ashwin Naidu at
Wings India 2026

It forecast single-aisle air-
craft to account for almost
90% of deliveries, reflecting
the demand for flexibility on
fast-growing short-haul and
medium-haul routes. Boeing’s
delivery outlook for 2025-2044
includes 2,875 single-aisle jets,
395 widebody aircraft, about
20 freighters and fewer than 10
regional jets, foratotalof 3,290
airplanes in India and South
Asia, Ashwin Naidu, mana-
ging director-commercial
marketing, Boeing, said.

Boeing also expects Indian
and South Asian carriers to
broaden long-haul networks
as India’s role grows as an in-
ternational passenger and
cargo hub. The region’s wide-
body fleet is projected to more
than triple by 2044, supporting
expanded service to markets
including the Middle East, Eu-
rope and North America, he
added.

Cargo demand is also ex-
pected to rise, driven by high-
tech manufacturing growth
and expanding e-commerce,
with the region’s freighter fle-
et projected to grow fivefold.

To support the expansion,
Boeing has estimated more
than £195 billion in aviation
services spending and de
mand for about 1.41 lakh new
aviation professionals, inclu-
ding roughly 45,000 pilots,
45,000 technicians and 51,000
cabin crew, Naidu said.
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Aviation body still probing
2023 Learjet crash-landing

Umamaheswara.Rao
@timesofindia.com

Visakhapatnam: The VSR
Ventures Learjet 45, which
crashed on Wednesday kil
ling Maharashira deputy
chief minister Ajit Pawar
and four others, was previo-
usly involved in an accident
in Sep 2023 while flying from
Visakhapatnam to Mumbai.
According toan official state-
ment by the Union civil avia-
tion ministry on Wednesday,
that earlier incident is still
under investigation by Air-
craft Accident Investigation
Bureau(AAIB).

As per the preliminary
probe report available with
TOI, the 2023 flight, a non-
scheduled passenger service,
was normal until it reached
Mumbai, where heavy rain
and poor visibility made lan-
ding difficult. The Learjet
45XR was carrving six peo-
ple. During landing at Chhat-
rapati Shivaji International
Airport, the aircraft drifted

T

The Learjet 45XR charter flight that
crash-landed in Mumbai in Sept 2023

off the runway, triggering
stall and safety warnings. It
crash-landed, broke apart,
and caught fire. All on board
survived, though the co-pilot
sustained serious injuries.
Interestingly, TUS-based
National Transportation Sa-
fety Board (NTSB)had issued
urgent recommendations in
2025 following multiple inci-
dents of Learjet landing gear
failures, including a fatal
2023 Scottsdale crash. Inves-
tigators found that improper
installation of the aft trun-
nion pin and retaining bolt

JNDETECTED?

® LUS-based National

| Transportation

Safety Board had
issued urgent
recommendations in
2025 following multiple
incidents of Learjet

t |anding gear failures,
including a fatal 2023
Scottsdale crash

can leave the main gear inse-
cure, afault not readily detec-
table during routine checks.

“During the Scottsdale
probe, NTSB learned of three
priorevents in which Learjet
landing gear disconnected
fromairframe becausethere-
taining bolt was not engaged
throughaft trunnion pin,” re-
ad arelease from NTSB.

In 2023 incident, the jet,
manufactured in 2009, held
valid certificates of airwort-
hiness and registration and
had undergone its last major
inspection in April 2023.
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Air India orders 30 more
Boeing 737s, takes total
order since 2023 to 250

Swati.Bharadwaj
@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: Indian carrier
Air India Wednesday said it
placed an order for another 30
Boeing single-aisle 737 aircraft,
including 20 737-8 and 10 737-10
jets, as the Tata Group-owned
carrier steps up fleet renewal
and regional growth. The sin-
gle-aisle aircraft, powered by
CFM LEAP-1B engines, add to
the 220 Boeing aircraft Air In-
dia ordered in 2023, taking its
total Boeing orders to 250.

The order was announced
at Wings India 2026 Thursday.

Air India CEO & MD Camp-
bell Wilson said the additional
737s ordered will support a
broader fleet strategy aimed at
positioning AirIndiaas a world-
class global carrier, with steady
deliveries and planned up-
grades over the next few years.

Air India said the latest
commitment leaves itawaiting
delivery of 198 new Boeing air-

craft, even as it received 52 air-
craft from its 2023 order with
Boeing. Those deliveries in-
clude 51 737-8 jets that are oper-
ating with its value carrier
subsidiary, Air India Express.
The event also saw Air In-
dia sign a multi-year agree-
ment with Boeing Global Ser-
vices for the Component Ser-
vices Program covering its

entire Boeing 787 fleet,
including the aircraft in ser-
vice and those on order.

The programme includes
component pooling, repairand
overhaul through Boeing-ap-
proved facilities, and global lo-
gistics support, aimed at im-
proving parts availability, re
ducing downtime, and enhanc-
ing cost predictability.

The air carrier said de-
pendable component support
is crucial as it scales up long-
haul operations, including ad-
ditional 7879 inductions in
2026 and cabin retrofits of 26
legacy 787-B aircraft.
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India third-largest

civilaviation market

NEW DELHL India’s eivil avia
tion sector has moved into the
global top three, with sustained
expansion in abport infrastruc
ture, passenper traffic, copo
handling and policy reforms
underpinning Inng-term
gromath, the Econornic Survey
2025-26 said. It noted a shamp
expansion in the airport net
wirk over the past decade, with
the number of operational air-
ports rising from 74 in 2014 to
164 in 2025, This infrastructire
push has supported a steady
rsein passengervdumes with
Indian airports handling 412
million passengers in FY25. ms
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