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‘Chai pe Charcha’ with
taxi drivers at LGBI Airport

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Jan 28: As
part of its commitment to
‘Going the Extra Miles for
Services’ (GEMS), Lokpri-
ya Gopinath Bordolm Inter-
national Airport (LGBIA)
organized a productive
‘Chai pe Charcha' session
with taxi drivers at the air-
port recently.

The session mmed to align
the taxa drivers with the vi-
sion of the New Integrated
Terminal Building (NITB)
and the overall development
of the airport, fostering a
sense of collective growth.
Key areas discussed during
the session included zero
cash transactions and digital-
ization, self-grooming and
cleanliness, ‘Greet, Smile,
and Thank You (GST)' high-
lighting the importance of a
simple greeting, smile, and |

pohte *“Thank You' in enhanc-
g passenger satisfaction,
NITB visuals showcasing the
upcormng terminal, sparking
excitement and pride among
the dnivers.

The interactive session
concluded on a positive note,
with taxa drivers expressing
thewr eagerness for the up-
coming improvements and
feeling involved in the air-
port's oot

“We are committed to
providing exceptional serv-
ices to our passengers, and
our taxi drivers play a vital
role in this endeavour,” said
a Guwahati International Air-
port Limited (GIAL) spokes-
person. “We look forward to
continuing such interactive
sessions to strengthen our
collective efforts and achieve
greater success for everyone
involved.”
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Mumbai airport to begm redvpt of T1 in Nov

FPJNews Service

WLIME A
——

Murm bai International Airport
Limited, operator of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport, is set to
undertake redevelopment of
Terminal 1 (T1).

Once complete, the new
terminal, with a built-up area
of more than 2 million square
feet, will be able to manage 20
million passengers annually, a
42% boost in capacity.

The redevelopment will be
carried ocut in phases to mini-
mise disruption to airport
operations. The initial phase
imvolves the demolition of the

starting
from November 2025 fol-
lowed by construction of the
new erminal.

CSMIA T2, along with Navi

existing  structure,

Murmbai International
Airport, scheduled to be oper-
ational soon, will manage the

capacity gap created by the
demaolition of T1 Together, the
airports will accommodate
passengers and flight sched-
ules  meet the growing
demands of both Mumbai City
and the Mumbai Metropolitan
Region.

New terminal, with
a built-up area of
more than 2 million
square feet, will
manage 20 million
passengers yearly

——

“The team at CSMIA is
working with our stake-
holders to ensure a smooth
transition, with minimum dis-
ruption to daily operations or
passenger experience” said
Jeet Adani, director of Adani
Airport Holdings Limited.

The pmject is estimated to
be completed in 2028-2024.

The new T1 will set a bench-
mark for eco-conscious air-
port design as it aspires to be
Indiz’s first brownfield, bio-
philic, sustainable airport.

An overhaul of the terminal
building will cater to domestic
operations, while allowing
future integration of interna-
tional services. With a capac-
ity of 20 million passengers
per annum, the terminal is
expected to meet the growing
demands of India’s burgeon-
ing aviation market

The multi-modal transit
hub will be the nexus of
Mumbais air, rail and road
networks. Passengers will be
able to experience seamless

connectivity, ranging from
direct metro access o under-
ground bus stations

During the construction,
T2 will shoulder the addi-
tional traffic. Advanced tech-
nologies such as DigiYatra,
self-baggage drop, and e-
gates are expected to ensure
smooth passenger movement
despite the increased footfall.
Moreover, additional service
staff will also be deployed at
ke locations to assist passen-
gers during peak travel
periods. Airlines and other
stakeholders will he
informed well in advance to
ensure uninterrupted flight
schedules.
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Fairfax India
secures
investor nod
to raise stake
in BIAL to 74%

Hemanth C.S.
BENGALURU

Fairfax India Holdings Cor-
poration said its sharehol-
ders have approved a one-
time deviation from its in-
vestment concentration
restriction, allowing the ac-
quisition of an additional
10% equity interest in Ban-
galore International Air-
port Limited (BIAL), which
is the operator of the Kem-
pegowda International Air-
port (KIA) in Bengaluru,
the third busiest in India.

The company had held
a special meeting of share-
holders on January 28 in
this connection.

In December, Fairfax
had entered into an agree-
ment to acquire an addi-
tional 10% equity interest
in BIAL from Siemens Pro-
ject Ventures GmbH. On
December 3, the company
announced, once the tran-
saction is completed, Fair-
fax India’s equity interest
in BIAL would increase
from 64% to 74% (30.4% to
be held by a wholly-owned
subsidiary and 43.6% by its
subsidiary Anchorage In-
frastructure Investments
Holdings Limited).

“At the special meeting,
the special resolution was
approved by 100% of the
votes cast by holders of
multiple voting shares, and
approximately 99% of the
votes cast by holders of
subordinate voting
shares,” Fairfax India in-
formed on Wednesday.

The equity interest in
BIAL owned by Indian
state promoters — the Air-
ports Authority of India
and Karnataka State Indus-
trial and Infrastructure De-
velopment Corporation
Ltd. stays unchanged at
13% each, the firm said.
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T1 upgrade to
raise passenger

capacity by 29

i

Phase | of the upgrade will have the existing structure
demolished, traffic will be directed to T2 during this time.

HT Correspondent

htmumbai@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: T1, the oldest terminal
of Mumbai airport, will undergo
a massive overhaul and soon
have the capability to process 20
million passenger per annum
(MPPA). This is a 42% increase
from its current capacity, ensur-
ing the terminal meet demands
of India’s burgeoning aviation
market. The reconstruction will
be carried out in phases, starting
by November 2025 and is
expected to be completed by
2028-29, with minimal disrup-
tion. T2 will shoulder additional
traffic in this time.

The phase 1 of TI's modernisa-
tion will begin with the demoli-
tion of the existing structure in
November. Following this, the
terminal will be reconstructed.
During the makeover, the T2 and
Navi Mumbai International Air-
port, which will open by April
2025, will accommodate passen-

gers and flight schedules to meet
the growing demands of both
Mumbai City and the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region (MMR), a
spokesperson said.

Presently, Tl is mainly used by
Indigo. With a complete over-
haul of the Passenger Terminal
Building (PTE), the new T1 will
cater to domestic operations,
while allowing future integra-
tion of international services.

The GVK Industries, which
once owned Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport Limited (MIAL),
had done the aluminium clad-
ding and constructed new termi-
nal after they took over. The air-
port is now owned by Adani air-
ports. Jeet Adani, Director,
Adani Airport Holdings Limited
said, “This redevelopment is not
only about expanding capacity, it
is about future-proofing our
city's place on the global stage.
Ouwr priority remains to deliver
the exceptional service that our

passengers expect.”
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Mumbai airport operator MIAL to redevelop
T1 to increase passenger handling capacity

MUMBAI: Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport Ltd (MIAL),
operator of Chhatrapati Shiv-
aji Maharaj International Air-
port (CSMIA), is set to embark
on a landmark transformation
with the redevelopment of Ter-
minal 1 (T1).

This ambitious project will
redefine passenger experience
and set an unprecedented stan-
dard in sustainability and inno-
vation. Once complete, the new
terminal will be able to manage
20 million passengers annu-
ally, an impressive 42 per cent
boost in capacity, reflecting the
dynamic growth of Mumbai.

The redevelopment
of Terminal 1 will
be carried out in
phases to minimise
disruption to airport
operations

As Mumbai continues to
soar as an international avia-
tion hub, the new terminal, with
a built-up area of over two mil-
lion sq. ft., is poised to become
a hallmark of digitisation and
consumer convenience. The
redevelopment of Terminal 1

will be carried out in phases to
minimise disruption to airport
operations.

The initial phase involves the
demolition of the existing struc-
ture. starting from November
2025, followed by construction
of the new terminal. CSMIA
T2, along with Navi Mumbai
International Airport, sched-
uled to be operational in 2025,
will manage the capacity gap
created by the demolition of T1.

Together, the airports will
accommodate  passengers
and flight schedules to meet
the growing demands of both
Mumbai City and the Mumbai

Metropolitan Region (MMR).

Speaking on the develop-
ment, Jeet Adani, Director,
Adani Airport Holdings Lim-
ited said, “The team at CSMIA
is working tirelessly with
our stakeholders to ensure a
smooth transition, with mini-
mum disruption to daily opera-
tions or passenger experience.
This redevelopment is not
only about expanding capac-
ity—it is about future proofing
our city’s place on the global
stage. Our priority remains to
deliver the exceptional service
that our passengers have come
to expect.” MPOST
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Flyer steals bag at Pune airport,
nabbed on landing in Delhi
Pune: A 55-year-old woman
surreptitiously lifted a designer bag
from a store in Pune airport this
week. She was stopped a couple of
hours later at Delhi airport, and
allowed to leave only after paying
for the stolen item. Perfect
coordination amaong CISF personnel
in Pune and Delhi airports made
the recovery possible. The incident
occurred on Jan 27,
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Airlines cash in on

Bengaluru to
Prayagraj airfare
higher than cost

of flight tickets

to Singapore,
Bangkok, and Dubai

| Sridhar Vivan
sridharvivan
#Etimesofindia.com

TWEETS @sridharvMirror

5 thousands from Ben-
galuru plan their jour-
ney to Pravagraj, Uttar
Pradesh, to participate
in the Kumbh Mela, they are
facing a startling reality—air-
fare to Prayagraj has surpassed
the cost of flights to interna-
tional destinations like Singa-
pore, Bangkok, and Dubal. For
instance, on Tuesday, a flight
ticket from Bengaburu to Prava-
graj was priced at ¥27,533, while
tickets to Singapore, Bangkok,
and Dubal were significantly
lower, at 9,543, ¥11,407, and
T13,537, respectively
A travel agent said that devo-
tees eager to attend the ongoing
Maha Kumbh Mela in Pravagraj,
are reeling from a sharp hike In
airfares. Over the past 10-15
days, ticket prices have surged
by 500-600% due to over-
whelming demand, sparking
11IJ"JH‘L' AImOng travelers.
Alrlines have reportedly in-

Mela fervour

A large number of devotees arrive lotake a huly dip at Triveni Sangam
durmg the nngulng Maha Kumbh Mela 20"5 in Prayagraj on Tucsday
a2 T | Ry

creased fares from cities such as
Bengaluru, Chennal, Mumbal,
and Delhi to Prayagraj by up to
six times, with return tickets for
February Z6—the concluding
day of the Maha Kumbh Mela—
seeing a similar price surge.
Organisations are demanding
immediate intervention from
the Directorate General of Clvil
Aviation (DGCA) to curb the
price hikes. It may be noted that
Centre on Monday had asked
airlines to increase the flights to
Prayagraj.

DGCA intervention
falls short

The DGUA had earlier directed
airlines to maintain reasonable
pricing. On January 23, it held a
meeting with airline representa-

tives to discuss fare regulation
and approved 81 additional
flights to Pravagraj, bringing the
total to 132, Despite this, air-
lines have significantly inflated
prices for single and round trips,
ignoring the directives.

Fare deal

The fare hike has been most no-
ticeable during special occasions
such as Basant Panchami (Feb-
ruary 3), Maghl Purnima (Feb-
ruary 12), and Mahashivratri
(February 26), when pllgrims
travel in large numbers. With
many planning short trips, re-
turn ticket prices for these dates
have escalated dramatically. For
instance, a one-way ticket from
Bengaluru to Prayagraj for next
week costs around 19,000,

while the retum fare is as high
as 45,000, On January 29, a
prominent airline was charging
up to T62,447 for a single ticket.
Return flights from Prayagra)
In February are prric ed In'.1w1'u'||
233,000 and 755,000, compared
to the wsual T6,800-27,000 in
March.

Pilgrim protest

With an estimated 45 crore peo-
ple expected to visit the Maha
Kumbh Mela, including mil-
llons arriving daily, pilgrims
are accusing airlines of exploit-
ing the demand. Many travel-
lers have expressed displeasure,
claiming ticket prices have
surged by 200-700% compared
to normal rates, making it unaf-
fordable for devotees
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Nolevel playing field in allocations
of bilateral rights: Akasa Air togovt

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 29 January

Akasa Air has told the Civil
Aviation Ministry that the allo-
cation of bilateral rights does
not provide a “level playing
field”, denying new entrants like
itself a “fair opportunity” to
compete with established air-
lines, such as the Air India
group and IndiGo.

Bilateral rights, negotiated
between two countries, deter-
mine the number of flights
allowed between them. Each
government then allocates its
share toits airlines.

In a letter dated January 16,
2025, Priya Mehra, chief of gov-
ernance and strategic acqui-
sitions at Akasa Air, told
Aviation Secretary Vumlun-
mang Vualnam that ensuring

an “equitable allocation” of
rights, particularly for new
entrants, is essential for foster-
inga competitive environment.
“Today, IndiGo and the Air
India group hold a strong pres-
ence in the UAE, operating mul-
tiple daily flights between
points in India and Abu Dhabi,
Dubai, Sharjah, and Ras Al

Khaimah,” she wrote.
Turn to Page Il, 10 p

AIR INDIA
GROUP, INDIGO
WAY AHEAD

Number of weekly flights
scheduled between
India and UAE in Jan 2025

Air India group* 628 [N

IndiGo 432 N
Spicelet 150 W
Akasa Air 14 |

*Air India group includes Air India
and Air India Express
Source: Cirium

Requesting rights for 3 UAE destinations
for over a year now: Akasa Air
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- AIRLINE WRITES TO MINISTRY

‘Lack of Int’l Flying
Rights Puts Akasa
at a Disadvantage’

No level playing field
for new entrant while
IndiGo, Al hold strong
presence in UAE: Exec

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: Budget
airline Akasa Airlines
said a freeze on interna-
tional flying rights has sti-
fled growth due to its inability to
mount flights to lucrative desti-
nations in the Middle East.

International flying rights betwe-
en two nations are allocated on a bi-
lateral reciprocal basis by govern-
ments to their respective airlines.
Airlines can’t operate more flights
than their assigned capacity.

Akasa, in a letter to the civil avia-
tion ministry last week, said unava-
ilability of international flying
rights puts them at a competitive
disadvantage to incumbents like In-
diGo and Air India who have corne-
red most of the existing rights. ET
hasreviewed a copy of the letter.

India and UAE have region-speci-
fic separate agreements with the fo-
ur emirates — Dubai, Abu Dhabi,
Sharjah and Ras Al Khaimah. Whi-
le Indian and Gulf carriers have
exhausted flying rights for Dubai
and Sharjah airports, and is near
to achieving full utilisation at
AbuDhabi, the government is un-
willing to hold fresh talks despite
requests fromforeign carriers.

This, officials say; is to provide a le-
vel playing field to Indian airlines
and with the motive of developing
Indian airports as transit hubs.

Gulf Air, with its large wide-body
fleet, gets a large share of intercon-
tinental traffic, flying Indian pas-
sengers to Europe and North Ame-
rica via Dubai, Abu Dhabi and Do-
ha. Indian carriers, which don’t ha-
ve enough wide bodies, stick to
flving between India and the Middle
East where the ticket value is lower.

“We strongly believe that, as is
done world over, ensuring an equ-
itable allocation of traffic rights
especially for new entrants is es-
sential to nurture a competitive
environment and provide equal
opportunities for all Indian airli-
nes,” Priyva Mehra, chief of go-
vernance and strategic acquisi-
tions at Akasa, said in the letter.

.-‘ ¥

"\k

Upin
the Air

ooy 1271802 50
oo 6,201,665 48

Note: Major share of internatinoal air
trafhc frurn Indla isto the Mlddie East

Smn:e uaﬁ

“IndiGo and the Air India Group
hold a strong presence in the UAE,
operatingmultipledaily flights. You
will agree that this reflects that the-
re is no level playing field and pre-
sents a significant competitive chal-
lenge for a new entrant like Akasa
Air,” Mehra said.

A spokesperson for Akasa did not
respond to ET's queries, except say-

ing the govern-

= ment has been very
Int'l flying receptive to consi-
rights dering industry is-
betweentwo  sues. Mehra, in the
nations are letter; said while
allocatedona Akasahasbeensee-
bilateral king rights to boost
reciprocal flights to Abu Dha-
basis by bi, the government
govtstotheir allotted those seats
respective for other airlines to
airlines launch flights to

Sharjah and Ras Al

Khaimah. People aware of the deve-
lopment said starting more flights
to Abu Dhabiis important for Akasa
as it has signed a code sharing agre-
ement with Etihad which would al-
low the carriers to jointly market a
route, enabling them to expand the-
ir networks and fill their planes.

Governmentofficialssaid thiswas
done according to agreement betwe-
en India and Abu Dhabi of 2014, un-
der which 2,500 seats out of quota of
50,000 seats can be utilised for any
other points in UAE, except Dubai.

“Akasa doesn’t have the aircraft.
There should not be a situation
whererights have beenallotted but
no flights have been launched.
That harms the passengers who
could have benefitted from more
flights,” an official said.
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! @® WELL-CAPITALISED CARRIER

Vinay Dube, CEOD, Akasa Air

~we're pleased with where we are financially. We
have also said that we have been and will
continue to be a well-capitalised company
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Indian carriers near
509% market share on

international routes

FLYING HIGH

{in million)
® Domestic carriers M Foreign carriers

Market share (%)

g |
T
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2024

Source: DECA

m According to latest data,
seven Indian carriers accounted
for 47% market share during the
nine months to September
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® Air India has doubled its daily

flight frequency on international
routes to 313 compared to 157
three years ago

SWARAJ BAGGONKAR
Mumbai, January 29

INDIAN CARRIERS HAVE raised
their market share in the interna-
tional segment to nearly 50%attera
sustained and aggressiveaddition of
newmarkets and rapid induction of
new aircraft intothe fleet.

According to latest data by the
Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA), seven Indian carriers
accounted for an all-time high of
47% market share during the nine
months to September, nearly ferry-
ing 17.52 million passengers.The
record comes in the face of strong
competition fromthe foreign rivals.

Foreign carriers such as Emirates,
EtihadAirways,QatarAirways,Singa-
pore Airlines have traditionally been
the preferred choice of Indian flyers
despitetheir premium pricing due to
their service and relatively younger
aircraft lineup.

Butled bythe Air India group (Air
India, Air India Express and Vistara)
and IndiGo, Indian airdines have
added to their market share through
addition of multiple new routes and
increased flight frequencies.

Air India has doubled its daily
flight frequency on international
routesto 313 compared to157three
Years ago.

Riding on ahost of new genera-
tionplanesoffering the latest inflight
entertainment  systems and
upgraded seat comfort, the Tata
group airline expanded to 48 inter-
national destinationsnowcompared

INANCIAL EXPRESS 'E'hu. 3 January 2825
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REAR TO LEAD

to 39 earlier.

Air India has atotal fleet of 300
aircraft induding sixnewA350wide-
body planes, which have been
deployed on premier routes like
Delhi-New York and Delhi-London.
Thesesectorswere previously served
byoldlegacy planes like the B777-
300ER, which frequently attracted
negativereviews from flyers.

AirIndiaaims toserve theinter-
national long-haul market and
marketswith demand for premium
traffic by creatinga market hub like
model.

“Wewill focuson building strong
corridors at our hubs and all other
point-to-point  opportunities,”
Nipun Aggarwal, chief commercial
officer, Air India said earlier this
month. Around 26 million passen-
gers flew on the long-haul routes in
FY24 and generated $16 billion in
revenue for Air India.

Inthelasttwoyears Indigo, India's
largest carrier,added 11 more inter-
national destinationsincluding those
that were below the radar for many
carriers such as Thilisi (Georgia) and
Baku (Azerbaijan). With mostly sin-
gle-aisle, short-haul planes such as
the A320, the carrier presently con-
nects to 37 international destina-
tions,up from 26 earlier.

Theinternational share(available
seat kilometres)for IndiGowas 20%
threeyearsago.This has risento 28%
asofDecemberend. Thiswill further
increase withthe induction of multi-
ple A321XLR aircraft slated for the

endof2025.
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has surged to Rs 60K’

AP Rajya Sabha MP Raghav Chadha on

Tuesday alleged a steep hike in airfare to
Prayagraj in Uttar Pradesh, the venue for the
ongoing Maha Kumbh, terming it "exploitation
of faith" by airlines. Chadha claimed that air-
fare has surged from Rs 5,000 to Rs 60,000 per
ticket during the Maha Kambh, as he urged the
Central government to take action in the mat-
ter He demanded that the government either
cap flight prices or ensure affordable travel op-
tions for the devotees attending the sacred
event. The AAP leader said, "For the followers
of Sanatan Dharma, the Maha Kumbh is the
ultimate celebration of faith and spirituality.”
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SpiceJet to re-induct its grounded
Boeing 737 Max fleet into operations

NEW DELHI
Errr——

SpiceJet is set to re-induct its
first grounded Boeing 737
MAX aircraft into operations
from Wednesday, January 29.
It was grounded for several
months and its return marks a
significant milestone inthe air-
line's fleet restoration and
operational  enhancement
efforts,

To facilitate the restoration
of its MAX fleet, Spicelet
recently entered into services
agreements with
StandardAero Inc, a leading
US-based engine mainten-
ance, repair, and overhaul
(MRO) provider, and CFM

International, Inc., the original
equipment manufacturer
(OEM) for LEAP-1B engines.

Under its ongoing fleet res-
toration plan, the airline aims
to bring 10 aircraft, including
four Boeing 737 MAX planes,
back into service by mid-April
2025 and this is the first 737
MAX aircraft to be brought
back under the exercise.

The addition of the MAX
afrcraft will enable Spicelet to
operate in high-demand mar-
kets such as Jeddah and
Rivadh without any oper-
ational restrictions.

The induction of these
planes will result in significant
cost savings due o the MAXs
reduced fuel consumption.
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{ SOUTH SUDAN } A SOUTH SUDANESE NATIONAL IS THE ONLY SURVIVOR

I Indlan among 20 killed in plane crash

The wreckage of a plane that
crashed in Unity State, South

Sudan, on Wednesday.

REUTERS

JUBA: A plane has crashed in
the north of South Sudan killing
at least 20 people, leaving only
one confirmed survivor, Unity
State’s minister for information
said on Wednesday. The aircraft
came down near the oil fields in
Unity State at around 10:30am
local time shortly after taking
off for the capital Juba.

“The plane crashed 500
metres away from the airport,”
Gatwech Bipal Both told AFP by

phone. “21 people were on board.
As for now, there’s only one sur-
vivor.” The survivor, a South
Sudanese engineer working at
the oil field, has been rushed to
Bentiu State hospital, the minis-
ter said. He said the Ukrainian
Passenger aircraft, chartered by
the Greater Pioneer Operating
Company (GPOC) and operated
by Light Air Services Aviation
Company, was on a routine mis-
sion to the area. “The state gov-

ernment is in a deep sorrow by
this accident”, he added, saying
there would be an investigation.
“Although most people pre-
dicted that this might be a
mechanical collision,” he added,
without giving more details.
All of the passengers are
employees of GPOC: 16 South
Sudanese, two Chinese nation-
als and 1 Indian, according to
the manifest seen by AFP, con-
firmed by local authorities. AFp
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{ CONSUMER AFFAIRS MIN WRITES TO DGCA }

Govt steps in to arrest airfares amid Maha Kumbh

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Union consumer
affairs minister Pralhad Joshi
on Wednesday said that his
ministry has written to the air-
line regulator, the directorate
general of civil aviation (DGCA),
to take steps to “reduce” exorbi-
tant airfares, which have made
it difficult for devotees to attend
the Maha Kumbh, the massive
Hindu religious gathering cur-
rently underway in Prayagraj.
The consumer affairs minis-
try has urged the DGCA to
review the spike in airfares and
the sectors that have seen a sub-

stantial jump in base fares,
apparently due to a steep rise in
travel demand due to the Maha
Kumbh.

“Mahakumbh is witnessing
huge influx of devotees on a
daily basis. The prices of air-
fares being exorbitantly high
has made it difficult for people
to make travel plans to attend
Mahakumbh,” Joshi wroteina
poston X.

It came after consumer
affairs secretary Nidhi Khare
wrote to the regulator.

“Keeping consumers interest
in mind, we have written to
DGCA to take steps to reduce
the prices of the air fares,” Joshi

added.

Both the civil aviation offi-
cials and DGCA held high-level
meetings with major airlines —
including IndiGo, Air India, Spi-
ceJetand Akasa Air — to review
airfares, an official said, adding
that airlines should keep the
larger consumer interest in
mind despitea jump in demand.

The consumer affairs minis-
try is of the view that airlines
should add more capacity, espe-
cially during the forthcoming
“Shahi snan” (royal bath) days
on February 3, 4,12 and 26.

Ahead of the royal bath on
Mauni Amavasya (on Wednes-
day) and other auspicious bath-

ing days for the Maha Kumbh
Mela, airfares to Prayagraj from
major cities have skyrocketed,
HT reported on Wednesday.

While the ticket costs for Del-
hi-Prayagraj flights have soared
to 220,000 or more from
35,000, the cost of an air ticket
from Mumbai to Prayagraj
ranged anywhere between
320,000 and ¥56,000. Similarly,
the price of tickets for Spicelet’s
direct flight from Mumbai to
Prayagraj starts at 320482,
IndiGo’s tickets are priced at
327,851 and above. However,
flights with layovers are priced
much higher, ranging from
330,000 to ¥56,159.

This sharp rise in fares has
raised questions about the fair-
ness of pricing.

An official of IndiGo, on the
condition of anonymity,
defended the price hikes, saying:
“The airlines have not over-
charged anyone; most of the
fares are reasonable. However,
some flights that involve one or
two layovers naturally cost
more due to the increased dis-
tance. Our dynamic fares need
to be competitive.”

On Wednesday, however,
IndiGo reduced its ticket prices
to Prayagraj by 30% to 50%, the
airline’s officials confirmed,
without divulging details.
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WHAT WAS THEROLE OF RIPUDAMAN
MALIKIN 1985 KANISHKA BOMBING?

ONE OF the two hitmen who shot dead
Khalistani separatist Ripudaman Singh
Malik in 2022 has been jailed for life in
Canada.

Malik was implicated in the 1985
bombing of Air India Flight 182 which
killed all329individualsaboard, and was
the deadliestact of aviation terrorism till
the September 11 attacks in 2001. Malik
would be acquitted in 2005.

On July 14, 2022, Malik was shot
dead in his car in Surrey, British
Columbia. Two Canadian youth —
Tanner Fox, 24, and Jose Lopez, 26 —
pleaded guilty to Malik's murder. Fox
was sentenced on Tuesday (January 28);
Lopez will be sentenced on February 6.

The Kanishka bombing

On June 23, 1985, AirIndia Flight 182
was on itsway from Montreal to London
when itdisappeared from radar screens
while flying over the Atlantic, near the
Irish coast The wreckage of the Boeing
747 jumbo jet christened "Emperor
Kanishka" waslocated within hours. All
329 people on board — 268 Canadian
citizens, mostly of Indian origin, 27
British citizens, and 24 Indians — were
declared dead.

Investigations revealed that behind
the deadly crash was the detonation of a
bomb, likely placed inside a suitcase in
the forward cargo hold of the aircraft.

Roughly anhour before the Kanishka
went down, a suitcase bombwent off in-
side the terminal building at Tokyo's
Marita airport. The bomb was meant to
explodeaboard AirIndia Flight 301 from
Tokyo to Bangkok, but detonated prema-
turely. Investigations later found thatthe
two bombings were related.

Role of Babbar Khalsa, Malik

Investigations concluded that the
bombings were orchestrated by
Khalistani separatistoutfit Babbar Khalsa.
The attacks were retribution for
Operation Blue Star which saw the Indian
Army enter the Golden Temple in
Amritsar in 1984 to flush out militants led

§ The IndianEXPRESS

Wreckage of Al Flight 182 retrieved
fromthe Atlantic. Wikimedia Commtons

by Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale.

Talwinder Singh Parmar, the founder
of Babbar Khalsa, was the alleged mas-
termind of the bombings. Hewas killed in
an encounter by Punjab Police in 1992,
Thetral in Canadarevolved around three
main accused: Ripudaman Singh Malik,
Inderjit Singh Reyat, and Ajaib Singh
Bagri, all Canadian citizens.

While Reyat was arrested in 1988 in
the UK, Malik and Bagri were arrested in
Vancouver in 2000. Malik, said to be a
closeassociate of Parmar, was thealleged
financier of the plot Both Malik and Bagri
were associated with Babbar Khalsa,

A questionable acquittal

The trial for the Kanishka bombing
beganin 2003, Reyat was made a prose-
cution witness against Malik and Bagn
after he pled guilty to “assembling parts
for thebombs"™ that blew up Right 182 in
return for a five year sentence.

But on the witness box, Reyat refused
to implicate his comrades and pretended
toremember nothing The judge called him
“an unmitigated liar under oath”, Reyat
would be convicted on perjury charges in
2010, and sentenced to nine years in jail.
Becauseof his “unreliable” testimony,and
other procedural lapses by Canadian pros-
ecutors, Malik and Bagriwalked free.

ARJUN SENGUPTA

Thu, 3@ January 2025
https://epaper.indianexpr
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Akasa Air chief Vinay Dube says the airline plans
to add 5-10 new destinations next year. rh

‘Akasa Airset toadd
new destinations’

kaza Air, lndia’s voungest airline, iswell

capitilized and plansto add 5- 160 new

destinations, including international
roufes, next vear as it gims to mamtain its
pasition as the country's fastest-prowing
airline, chief executive afficer Vinay Dube said.

Dube also projected an “incredibly bright”
outlook for the next 30 years and said the delay
in the delivery ol one or two aircrafl does not
change the fundiamentals of the airline’s
business or growth trajectony asithas built an
extremely “strongand stable”™ platform.

Thar nearly twe-and-a-half-vear-obkd Hakesh
Jhunjhumwala family-backed Alcsa Air
currently hasa Qeet of 27 Boeing 757 Max
planes and commumndied a 4.6'% market share in
CY 2L

“It iz no secret that Bocing has been delaved
i its delivery strewm. No secret about that,
either fromus or Bocing orany other airline
whether one or two aireraft were late ornod, is
not something that changes the fundamentals
of vur business. It does not change the growih
trajectory,” Dube said in response to a question
on aireralt deliveries. PTI
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Government asks airlines to maintain
reasonable airfares for Prayagraj flights

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: Amid persist-
ing concerns over exorbitant
afrfares for Pravagraj flights,
the Civil Aviation Ministry on
Wednesday asked airlines to
maintain reasonable prices,
and sources said the coun-
try'’s larpgest carrier IndiGo has
reduced the fares to Prayagra)
in the range of 30-50 per cent.

The development also
comes on a day when Con-
sumer Affairs Minister Pralhad
Joshi said airfares for Prayagraj
(lights are “exorbitantly high"
and urged aviation watchdog
DGCA to lake steps o reduce

the prices.
In the wake of the Kumbh
Mela and resultant travel

demand, airfares have surged
for flights o Prayagraj and
the civil aviation ministry had
asked airdines to rationalise the
ticket prices.

On Wednesday, Civil Avi-

ation Minister Ram Mohan
Maidu, a]ung with Secretary
V Vualnam, DGCA Director
General Faiz Ahmed Kidwai,
and senior officials met air-
line representatives regarding
Prayagraj flights.

They reviewed the “ade-
quacy of air connectivity o
Prayagraj [rom across the
country while maintaining rea-
sonable fares during the once
in 144 years Maha Kumbh
Mahotsav”, the ministry satd
in a post on X,

According to the ministry,
regular coordination meet-
ings have been held to provide
a seamless and comiortable
travel experience lor mil-
lions of devotees attending the
world’s largest religious g;t%h:r—
ing from January 13 to Febru-
ary 26, 2025,

The sources sabd IndiGo has
reduced the airfares for flights
to Prayagraj in the range of
30-50 per cent.

There was no comment
from the airine.

IndiCos fares for Delhi-
Prayagraj flights from Febru-
ary to 16 is now al ittle over
Bs 13,500, For January 31, the
Heket price is over Rs 21,200
and the lowest is around Rs
9,000 for February 12, as per
its website.

Currently, IndiGo, the
country'’s largest atrline, oper-
ates services [rom Lucknow,
Delhi, Kodkata, Brnga]mu.a.nd
Ahmedabad to Prayagraj.

Adr ticket prices are dereg-
ulated in the country and
there is no cap or foor for the
fares.

Earlier in the day, Joshi said
the airfares being exorbitantly
high has made it difficult for
people to make travel plans to
altend the Maha Kumbh.

“Keeping consumers inter-
est in mind, we have written
to @DGCAIndia to lake steps
1o reduce the prices of the air

fares,” he said in a post on 2

There were no immediate
comments on the Prayagraj
flight airfares from Air India,
Aleata Air, and Spicefet.

On Monday, the civil avi-
ation ministry said steps are
being taken to rationalise air-
fares for flights to Prayagraj and
the number of lights has been
increased to cater to the rising
traffic demand.

Currently, there are 132
flights operating with approxi-
mately 80,000 monthly seats to
Prayagraj from various Indian
cities. Prayagraj is connected
directly with 17 cities against
eight in December 2024

The ministry, on Mon-
day, said Prayagraj is well
connecled with direct and
connecting lights reaching 26
cities, including Srinagar and
Visakhapatnam.

The Maha Kumbh, which
started on January 13, will con-
clude on February 26.
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Air India to resume
Delhi-Tel Aviv flights

NEW DELHI: Ajr India will
resume direct flights to Tel Aviv
from March 2, after su_-ipcnd-
ing the services in August last
vear amid tensions in the Mid-
die East.

Five weekly fights will be
operated from the national
capital to Tel Aviv in Israel,
the airline said in a release on
Wednesday.

The airline will deploy its
Boeing 787-8 Direamliner afr-
craft having 18 flat beds in
Business Class and 238 seals
in Economy Class on the route.

The non-stop {lights will be
aperated on Mondays, Tues-
days, Wednesdays. Thursdays
and Sundays.

The decision to resume
operations on the Delhi-Tel
Aviv route follows the requi-
site approvals, the release said.

REPRESENTATIVE PIC

In August 2024, the air-
line had suspended the direct
{lights in view of the escalat-
ing tensions between Israel and
Iran.

Om Tuesday, Israel's tour-
ism mindster Haim Katz said
he was pushing lor direct fight
from Mumbai to Tel Aviv by
Air India and Israeli airline
EI AL AGENTIES
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Spicejet to re-induct
grounded Boeing 737 Max
fleet into operations

MUMBALI: Domestic budget
carrier Spicefet on Tuesday said
it is set to re-induct one of its
grounded Boeing 737 Max air-
craft into operations from Janu-
ary 29, as part of its plan to put
all these planes back into service
in a phased manner. The first
such plane is set to be deployed
on high-demand markets such
as Jeddah and Riyadh, starting
Wednesday, it said.

Grounded for several
months, the aircrafts return
marks a significant milestone
in the airlines fleet restora-
tion and operational enhance-
ment efforts, Spicefet said in a
statement.

Under its ongoing fleet res-

toration plan, the airline aims
to bring ten aircraft, including
four Boeing 737 MAX planes,
back into service by mid-April
and this is the first 737 MAX air-
craft to be brought back under
the exercise, it said.

In addition to this, Spicefet
said it has since October last
year added 10 aircraft to its fleet,
comprising three previously
grounded planes and seven
newly-leased aircraft.

This has enabled the airline
to expand its network with over
60 new flights introduced in
the last three months, further
enhancing connectivity and
offering passengers more travel
options, Spice]et said. Pl
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1985 Air India bomber suspect’s killer sentenced

OTTAWA

A Canadian court has sen-
tenced a 24 vear-old man to life
after he pleaded guilty to the
killing of aSikh businessman,
a suspect 1n the 1985 Adr Indla
bombing who was later acquit-
ted, according to local media
15

A British Columbia Supreme
Court judge on Tuesday sen
tenced Tanner Fox to life with
no parole for 20 venrs for killing
Sikh businessman Ripudaman
Singh Malik, the CBC news
reported,

On July 15, 2022, Malilk was
shot dead while he was sitting
in his car in Surrey, British Co-
lumbia. Malik and co-accused
Ajaib Singh Bagri were acquit-
ted of mass murder and con-
splracy charges in 265 related
o the Air India bombing

Two weeks after Malik's mur
der, Canadian police arrested
Fox, a resident of Abbotsford,
British Columbia, a city about
75 kms east of Vancouver, and
aecomplice Jose Lopez, from
the Vancouver suburb of New
Westminster:

They pleaded guilty in Octo-

ber last to the second-degree
murderof Malik, Lopes will be
sentenced on Friday

Citing prosecutors. the (o
bal News on Tuesday reporied
that the two men were
hired and pald to kil
Malik, but they have
nol revealed who
they believe hired
them

Malik's family
urged Fox to reveal
who hired him.

“I'm asking both
Mr Fox and Mr
Lopez to do the

JF Rmﬂamﬂnm Wik

right thing. "™ Jaspreet Singh
Malik, Malik's son, was quoted
as saving by the Global News,
“Tell the RCMF who hired
voul, Let those people be brought
to justice. Wie hope and pray
that the RCMP cont inue this
work and search down and
find and bring to justice
those people who hired Mr
Foxand Mr Lopez."
The bombing of Alr In-
. dia flight 182 Mying
from Canada to
India, off the
Irishcoast Killed
all 324 people an

i

board, most of them Canadian
citizens visiting relatives in In-
dia. The bombing is among the
worst terrorist attacks in Cana-
dian history and the history of
the airline.

The plane was [ying 31,000
feet above the Atlantic Ocean
when a suitcase bamb exploded
in the front cargo.

Another bomb was meant to
be planted inan Air Indiaflight
schesduled to take off from Ja-
pan, but it exploded at Tokyo's
Narita airport, killing two bag-
page handlers.

PTI
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