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HMCA inspects new terminal

Kinjarapu, Rammohan N aidu,
MinisterofC il Aviation vis-

ited Prayvagraj Alrport, o
review the ongoingworks of
the New Termminal Building.

HMCA inspected the entire
project thomughly along with
VVualnam, Secnetary, MoCA,
Vipin Kumar, Chaiman, Alr-
ports Authorityof India (AAL);
Anil Kumar Gupta, Member
{Planning), AAl and the team

building of Prayagraj Airport

: -

of engineers at the site

The project team briefed
review tearn that two phases
of construction work have
been completed and devel

opmentwork of third phase
is underway. HMCAduring
his meview, gave mstniction
io expedite and complete all
remaining works, 5o as tn
make the airpon ready by
January 2025 for Mahakumih,

20 DECEMBER 2024
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RGIA STAFF HELD
FOR LIQUOR
SMUGGLING

M. SRINIVAS | DC
HYDERABAD, DEC. 27

Constable M. Gemya Naik and
home guard B. Lingaiah post-
ed with the Rajiv Gandhi Inte-
rnational Airport (RGIA),
were arrested by  the
Prohibition and Excise depart-
ment along with software engi-
neer and another person for
possessing duty-free liguor to
be sold during New Year cele-
brations

The police personnel were
given protocol duties. The oth-
ers were Girdhara Harish
Kumar of Madhapur and hotel
manager P Raghavendra Rao
of Banjara Hills, One
Maheswar is absconding
Excise personnel seized 41
duty-free foreign liquor bot-
tles, three cars and four
maobile phones, all worth over
15 lakh were seized from
their possession near the ORR
exit at Shamshabad. Prohib-
ition and Excise Enforcement
director V.B. Kamalasan
Reddy appreciated the staff.
Officials said Naik and
Lingaiah used to approach air
passengers known to them
after landing at Airport.
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‘Israel hits Yemen airport
as civilian jet was landing’

Israeli aivstrikes hit Yemen’s main airport as a civilian Airbus
320 with mundreds of passengers on board was landing

UNITED NATIONS: lsracli
airstrikes hit Yemen's main air-
port as a civilian Airbus 320
with hundreds of passengers
on board was landing and a UN
delegation was wailing Lo leave,
the UN's top humanitarian offi-
cial in Yemen said Friday.

Julien Harneis told UN
reporters that the most fright-
ening thing about the two air-
strikes on Thursday wasn't
their effect on him and about
15 others in the VIP lounge
at the international airport in
Yemen's capital, Sanaa, includ-
ing the head of the UN World
Health Organisation.

Rather, it was the destruction
of the airport control tower as
a Yemenia Adrways plane was
taxiing in after touching down.

“Fortunately, that plane was
able to land safely and the pas-
sengers were able to disembark,
but it could have been far, far
worse, said Harneis, who was
with WHO Director-General

Screengrab from an AF footoge of
the Israeli airstrike

Tedros Adhanom {_uhrbn:}ll:sus
in the lounge.

He said one airstrike landed
approximately 300 metres (330
yards) south of the VIP lounge
and another about 300 metres
tor the north around 4:45 pm,
while about five members of
the UM team were outside the
building. “Not unl}' obviously
did we E;u'f: zero indication of
any potential airstrikes, but we
cannol remember the last time
there were airstrikes in Sanaa
during da}'l‘ight hours” Har-

neds said in a video news con-
ference from Sanaa

The UN said at least three
people were killed and doxens
injured in the srike. Among
the injured was a crew member
from the UN Humanitarian Air
Service, which was about to fly
the UN delegation of some 20
people out of Sanaa.

He suffered a serious leg
injury from shrapnel and lost
alot of blood, Harneis said.

Immediately afler the air-
sirikes, Harneis said, UN
securily officdals moved the del-
egation out of the VIP build-
ing and into five armoured cars
where they waited for approxi-
mately 40 minutes to ascertain
what happened and help the
injured crew member.

He was taken to a hueiF_rilal
in Sanaa and underwent four
hours of surgery while the
rest of the delegation spent
the night in a UN compound,
Harmeis said. AGENCIES
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ALIPURDUAR

Residents demand establishment
of central hospital and civil airport

OUR CORRESPONDENT

ALIPURDUAR: Residents
of Alipurduar participated
in a 12-hour business shut-
down, public rally and march
to the Divisional Railway Man-
ager (DRM) office on Friday,
demanding the establishment of
a Central Super Specialty Hos-
pital at Alipurduar Junction
along a civilian airport at Hasi-
mara. Organised by the Dooars
Unnayan Sangram Samiti, a
non-political citizens’ platform,
the protest saw widespread
participation in Vivekananda 1
and 2 Panchayats and Junction
areas of Alipurduar.

Over 3,000 residents, includ-
mfg traders and representatives

various political parties,
joined the sit-in demonstra-
tion. The protest stems from
unfulfilled promises by for-
mer Alipurduar MP and Union
minister John Barla, who had
assured the construction of a
200-bed super specialty hospi-
tal on Railway land in Alipurd-
upar Junction and a new terminal
for civil aviation at the Hasimara
Air Force Station. Despite these
announcements and the identi-
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The protest was organised by the Dooars Unnayan Sangram Samiti  PIC/MPOST

fication of land for the hospital,
no significant progress has been
made. Convener of the Dooars
Unnayan Sangram Samiti, Ratul
Biswas, stated: “This is a long-
standing demand of the people
of Alipurduar. Our movement is
apolitical and aims to fulfill the
aspirations of common citizens.

Today, around 1,000 busi-
nesses shut down in solidarity.
We demand the establishment
of the promised hospital and
airport and an assurance that
residents living on Railway land
will not face eviction.” Biswas
accused the authorities of engag-
ing in “political drama” before
elections by staging foundation
stone ceremonies without fol-
low-up action. “If our demands
are not met, we will escalate this

movement to Delhi)” he added.
Echoing the sentiment, Prasen-

jit Dey, General Secretary of the

Alipurduar Chamber of Com-
merce, remarked: “A central
haspital like ATIMS would ben-
efit the entire Dooars region and
boost the local economy. We are
ready to expand this movement
across the district and beyond.”

The day-long protest
included a massive rally from
Alipurduar Junction Railway
Station to the DRM office.
Protesters submitted a mem-
orandum addressed to five
Central government minis-
ters through the Railway Divi-
sional Manager. Shops in the
Junction area remained closed
throughout the day in support
of the movement.
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Israeli airstrikes hit Yemen airport

Jet with hundreds onboard was landing at that time, says UN official

AP B LINITED NATIONS

sraeti airétrikes hit Yemen's
main airport as a civilian

Airbus 3200 with hundreds of

passengers un board was land-
ing and 2 UN delegation was
waiting to leave, the UNS top
humanitarian officil in Yemen
said Friday.

Julien Harmeis told UN
reporters that the most fright-
ening thing aboul the twa
airstrikes on Thursday wasn't
their effect on him and about
15 others in the VP lounge a
the inlernational airporl in
Yemers capital, Sanaa, includ

ing the head of the UN Warld
Health Oganisation

Hather, it was the destruction
of the airport control tower as
a Yemenza Airways plane was
taxiimg in alter :uu:.hinﬁ down.
“Fortunately, that plane was
able to kund safely and the pas-
sengers were able to disembark,
but it could have been far, far
worse, said Harnens, who was
with WHO Director-General
Tedros Adbarm Ghebreyesus
in the lounge.

He said one airgtrike landed
approximately 300 meires (330

yards) south of the VIP krunge
and another about 300 metres
to the north around 4:45 pm,
'l'a'l'ﬂlﬂ ﬂlJlJL“. I.I'ul.' rl'al.'nlh'rh [}
the UN team were outside the
building. “Mot only obvioesly
did we have zero indication of
any padtential airstrikes, bot
e canaal rﬂnnn'lhﬂr |J|.l.' IM:
farme lh!n‘ Were iﬂr'ﬁlrlkl."u m
Sanaa during daylight hours”
Harmeis '.-a.ir.Fin a video news
conference [rom Sanaa

The UN said at beast three peo-
FI.E were k.l."ml :J:Ld. I'Jl.ll\.'ll}
injured in the strike. Among
the injured was a crew member
from the UN Humenitarian Ajr
Service, which was abaut o Itg.'
the UN Je]ug,almn of some 20
preople out of Sanaa

He suffered o serious leg injury
fromm shrapnel and lost a bt of
blsod, Harneds said,
Immedsiely after the airsirikes,
Harness said, UN security offi
cials moved the delegation out
of the VIP building and into
{:I\E uzl'l:ﬂ:ll.lrl.'d cars 1\'|1|.'rf |h{"¢
waited for approximately 40
mimstes (o ascertain what hap
pened and help the injured
crew member.

He was taken to 2 hospital in

Sanaa and underwent fowr
howrs of surgery while the rest
of the deléganon spent the
night in a UN LumE!ﬂund.
Harneis said The UN plane
wiith Tedros and the UN team,
including the injured crew
member, was able to depart for
lordan on J'ridu.'!' alftermoaom -
wiithaowt an operating contrul
lovwer.

The United Mations said the
imjured crew member was
taken to a I'Il.bPi[ill. in Jomdan,
and Tedros was heading |

o Geneva, where WHO s
based,

Yemens lran-backed Howthi
rebels, who comtrol Sanaa and
mauch of the country’s north,
have gone after Lsrael since it
started attacking Gara folbw -
ing the Ot 7, 2023 antacks by
Gara's Hamas militants on
southern lsrael. The Houthis
have attacked ships in the Red
Sea, disrupting one of the
worlds main maritime roules,
and recenily stepped up missile
and drone attacks on lirael.
Lsraed has escalated it response.
The lsmeli army said it wasn't
aware that the WHO chief or
UN delegation were al the

Sanaa airport on Thursday
Larael said it bombed the air-
port because il is wied by the
Houthis and lran.

Harneis responded, slressing
that the airpart is civilian, wol
military, and is vied for trams-
parting UN and other human
itarian workers, and for one
civilian L'|i|5||.| — Yemenia b
and fram Amman, Jordan. The
flight operates as 2 result of an
inlernatiomal agreement, and
thousands of Yemenis have
used the Jight (o get sdvanced
midical treatment abroad. he
said.

Yemen is the Arab worlds
pooreit nation and has been
engulied in a 10-year civil war
between the Houthi rebels,

who cont ol Sanaa and much of

the couniry’s north, and the
internationally recogmised gov-
ernment forces in the south
Tednos was in the country o
discuss ity worsening hurnan-
itarian ericis and to seek the
release of about 50 people
detained by the Houthis since
Junie froen the UN, nomgovern-
mentall organisations and civil
OCisy.

Harneis said 18 million

Yemenis — about hali the
countrys population — need
humanitarian assistance (his
year, and the UM expects the
number o increase to 19 mil-
lion next year becase of the
WIS SoOmmy,

In additisn 1o airstrikes on the
Sanaa airport, lsmel has been
attacking the country’s key
port of Hodeida, in western
Yemen Harneis sid Yemen
relies on imports through
Hodeida for 80% of fis food
and more than 90% ol its med
ical supplies 1o the north,

A recent lsraeli airstrike
destroyed two tughoats and is
estimated to have reduced the
harbor’s capacity by 50%, the
LN official said, while damage
from Thursday’s airsrikes has.
n'l been assessed ver,

As for the delsinees, Harneis
said he joined the WHO chief
al meetings with the Houthi
prime mimister, [oreign minis-
ter and a member of the groups
Supreme Political Council He
said they received commit
mienis on the detainees’ possi
ble release and a pathway to it
and on conditions under which
they are being held
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Several airlines call
off flights to Russia

Moscow, Dec. 28: Several giving an explanation.

The decision came after

airlines have announced
the suspension of flights
to Russian cities, after
Western experts and the
US suggested the crash of
the Azerbaijan Airlines
this week may have been
caused by a Russian anti-
aircraft missile,

Turkmenistan Airlines
was the latest airline to
announce cancellations
on Saturday.

It said that *“regular
flights between Ashgabat-
Moscow-Ashgabat  were
cancelled from 30/12/2024
to 31/01/2025," without

UAE airline flydubai sus-
pended flights between
Dubai and the southern
Russian cities of Minera-
Inyve Vody and Sochi that
were scheduled between
December 27, 2024 and
January 3, 2025,
Kazakhstan's Qazaq Air
has suspended its flights
to Russia's Urals city of
Yekaterinburg until the
end of January, Earlier
this week, Israeli airline
El Al said it was su-
spending its flights to Mo-
scow for a week. AFP



_ AN

HIag fAa=aw uifSrso

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAR UJALA DELHI

29 DECEMBER 2024

AT T o foTT Feltged 37X gieal o S STEH U

aﬂaﬂw wg, Rre, gﬁ;ﬂhﬂﬂﬁﬁ?uﬂﬁamﬂ Ul Bf Hig agH & R

TS T AHS0 T= TEm T
B ¥ | T8l 29-30 fedE @ fueeil B

refrat Wmmnz‘;mmmﬁiu
= el 0w 1wl e T A H itisiid ‘WE e 5,900
e =T it AT S O 8 ST AT glee i w1 ot T e e N
o5 5o & B 391 % wym o ¥ pfldadiia
E 59 % e =7 3 sy gy T R SRR ARGE 1 39,625 T
m?ﬁmﬁmﬁmm 10 Psy S gy dy | W CTES 7 30,000 7 1
i 5 il S i WU, ST T o e v e 8 vy - e
anmi‘ﬂﬁﬁm ;%ﬂq*' qgﬁ‘?%*’ gﬁsgwmm;ndsﬂﬁﬁzﬁwg
b e e g'ﬁ' 30 Fewat # Y 12,704 ¥99 & | U w0 1 7 5,917
AT i { ‘!ﬁ#ﬁ TF S 7 F A7 gy &) 7w ) 9 e I W o g
el W A W % fw e s T 7 3 FRIET # | Fieei = FRE 20,000 § FW E
gewl % fEud & wa T A R g & a% F07- faferm % o sorsima +1 wme W
1w e g g s i U fed & T el 11,000 T £ 5 W
w foweht B M A wE = sfimm o 2ifvaw @ abardt & e aften vefes) vkd T # w F Ferft % 6,000 ¥ % 2 9w B &4

T 29-30 Fedam 31 19,674 774 & 1o

SAT WS 6,000 F9A A W R W g o femE 24,000 79 & R, 2930 v A am b v AT w ok WA BT o 17,609 798 ¥ oF s @ o9 e
oo #ee # UF 79 F1 e 33,000 fedm w1 Rl @ R #1 v @ PErw 35,000 7 i femm wm 38,518 v R 9,419 993 1 frrn #re = fren 23,000 79
w7 A v W w1 B 41,300 7@ 15,750 T R OF S #) O 9eHT 8,925 e @ e w0 P 29-30 feder 91 21,809 #ii e foren a1 e 27,000 w #



_ AN

e faa=gas uifsswo

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAR UJALA DELHI 28 DECEMBER 2024

et i IS H
qehTeh! Tret |
wira W AT 3k

g

— 17 (6]

Hag| sfon w e W W
IEE H AFAE @ AH W
EXick: KF f o E i
i ¥ oaun frEst e
ST TAGHES W WEF 11
SR & A, I e
6517 1 TAF 6:55 T SEAR &
{0 T2 W o) ST A
T F FA 3 R W fE
™ FE W A oA e W
WM 7 ® T F A i
TF | oF W FT &% IO
T 1 5 A A e
TTE TH 11 T TN w01 oo



_ AN
Heag fAa=ga= wifdswon

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIK BHASKAR JAIPUR 28 DECEMBER 2024

AR 3 e 18 & oeise, 16 o Tt diedl Tl

3GAYR A &l UellSc SR,
aag?ﬁﬂéuﬂlszﬁﬁia

mwﬁﬁwﬁrnﬁ
RS HI TS I T Th
e G o 1 9 o e
=1 g &t ety fel 7o
TAd FelEE AEEE H SR
T

ol i 5 TR 63-
7465 H 1 98 GAE 6:55
o IR EE OB
FE 7:50 Te {
T, A o 3 B3|
Al = & 75 ") e
U e FF RS AEEH
TR wEd W o3 e
70 AT &1 99 3EF B/

e F Fellse F ST S
fera TR e 9:15 WS YelEE
TAE # 3 €1 IR @

W FH T F 9 2 2R
FeAEH I AR A oA
T HeE-SEAY ¥R 6%-
soaslg{gaa 8:05 =97 3N
feeel-3ea v 65-2103
&l GAE 8:15 Tl YL TR
T EEEE T

5¢i fe fesoeit oerse oie

dr  ww e veaiE ¥ el #
e Wa@:@quqaafaq

Wi 2 W IEER # RS
AR 12:20 FS1 F T99 4:30
52 & 3 " w5 =S wE
T 7@ TFER F1 A 9N 6,
TR, AR i 2-2 =5 i
AT I T4 &1 g 50§ W i
ZAR S Al wRe HEe 9:10
ol I FT 10:05 &1 @ &



_ AN
WA a9 uifdsyon

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

DAINIK JGARAN KANPUR 28 DECEMBER 2024

K L R ) |
T & <l fHevrepi
oI fopar Fcifaa

4ag, g oA een frams
EEiET AT T &
Haee FRewe it ufiem
frews # %8 W & fou
freifera @ = ey e 21
TEEel # 2T | g A
&I W 9% Hed oMl 41|

SIS = 319 0w o el
for e g aREr i
fertier ot e & o
afts wifuser IR fama |
95 Afaari # ure g
w H foe @ ¢ 1 e
T TH % Ui Fees
ﬁ?ﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁw:
15 st #R 30 el &l
FROT Sl Hifew 9= 9
sAfaiEl = 3R § 99 T
A W AEANSEE U Y
Eisig 5 3% Hetad w0 5
sqreer ¢ foaml | & < uel
% faw Suged I=dicadd @i
T A F TEw |



_ AN
"I fAa=gas wifdswo

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF IND
Corporate Communications Directorate

FREE PRESS JOURNAL MUMBAI 28 DECEMBER 2024

2025 will be no less
transformative in its own

way for Air India: CEO

NEW DELHI
—

The coming year will be no
less transformative in its own
way for Air India and we will
elevate the national carrier
even  higher, Campbell
Wilson, CEOQ and Managing
Director of Air India, said on
Friday.

In a post, he said that 2024
was a transformative yvear for
Air India and Indian aviation
in many ways.

According to him, 2025 will
SE€ PIDETEss on MAany more
key initiatives, such as refit-

ting widebody and remaining
narrowbody aireraft with new
seats and services, further
elevating Air India's service
standards, raising the bar on
what we consider “gpod”, and
more consistently delivering
to those new expectations.
“We will also strengthen
and tighten our practices and
processes so that we are not
just consistent, we are also
efficient and, ultimately, prof-
itable,” said the Air India CEO.
2024 saw the realisation of
some of the most significant
milestones in the carrier’s
transformation journey.
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DGCA orders suspension of 2 directors
of Akasa Air for training lapses

PT1

NEWDELH
.

Aviation safety regulator
DGCA on Friday ordered the
suspension of director of
operations and director of
training at Akasa Air for six
maonths for alleged lapses in
pilots” training.

The two senior executives
of the airline, in which the
Rakesh Jhunjhunwala family
holds stakes, have “failed” to
ensure “compliances” with the
civil aviation requirements,
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) said in its
two separate orders of

_i _—‘A

December 27.

The suspension of the
Alkasa Air director of oper-
ations and director of training
came after the DGCA found
the replies to the show-cause
notices issued to them on
October 15 and October 30,
respectively, as “unsatisfac-
tory™

The Directorate General of
Civil Awviation, in its orders,
also advised the airline to

nominate “suitable” candi-
dates for the two positions.

Response to the query sent
to Alkasa on the issue was
awaited,

The Directorate General of
Civil Awviation (DGCA) while
issuing suspension orders,
said: "It has been found in
regulatory audit conducted by
DGCA on Oct 7, 2024, at Mjs
SNV Aviation Private Limited
(Akasa Air), Mumbai, that
RNP training (Approaches) is
being conducted on simula-
tors which have not been
qualified for the same... which
is in violation of Para 7of CAR
Section 7, Series D, Part VL™
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Akasa Air’s directors suspended
following lapses found in audit

Neha LM Tripathi

neha tripathi@hthive com

MNEW DELHI: The civil aviation
regulator on Friday suspended
Akasa Air's directors of opera-
tions and flight training for six
months each after an audit
found lapses.

The action was taken after the
Directorate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA), in a regulatory
audit conducted on October 7 in
Mumbai, found that the required
navigation performance (RNP)
training was being conducted on
“unqualified” simulators, in vio-
lation of its rules.

RNP training equips pilots
with the skills needed to operate
within airspaces and procedures
that require a specific level of
navigation accuracy and per-
formance.

Akasa Air's :.p-nkespen,un
said, “Akasa Air is in receipt of
an order from the DGCA dated
27th December 2024. We will
continue to work with the DGCA
and comply accordingly. Safety
is of utmost importance, and we
continuously strive to pursue the

Akasa Air's directors failed to meet legal requirements to
maintain safe operations of the airlines. 1]

RNP TRAINING WAS
FOUND BEING
CONDUCTED ON
UNQUALIFIED
SIMULATORS

highest standards of safety.”

Akasa has over 800 pilots and
26 aircraft in its fleet.

DGCA had issued show cause
notices to the airline’s director
{operations) and director (train-
ing) on October 15. DGCA found

the replies submitted on October
30 unsatisfactory.

“..Whereas Director Opera-
tions of Mis SNV Aviation Pvi
Ltd. has failed to train personnel
adequately. Also, repeated
lapses/violation has been found
pertaining to training,” said the
order.

DGCA also said that both the
officials failed to discharge their
duties to meet applicable legal
requirements and to maintain
sale operations in accordance
with the rules.

28 DECEMBER 2024
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Air India to see progress on
key initiatives in 2025: CEO

Press Trust of India
feedback@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: Air India will see
progress on various key initia-
tives, including refitting of
wide body and narrow body
planes, in 2025 as well as
tighten practices and processes
to ultimately become profita-
ble, the airline’s chief executive
officer (CEQ) Campbell Wilson
said on Friday.

After taking over the loss-
making Air India from the gov-
ernment in January 2022, Tata
Group has been working on an
ambitious transformation plan
to turn around the airline,
which recently also placed
orders for 100 more aircraft.

In his message to the staff on
Friday, Wilson said 2024 saw
the realisation of some of the
most significant milestones,
including the completion of the
mergers of Air India Express
and AirAsia India, and Vistara
with Air India that “position us
as the fourth largest business,
by revenue, in the Tata group™.

Air India group operates 300
aircraft across both brands, fly-
ing over 60 million customers
annually to more than 100 des-

Air India CEO and MD
Campbell Wilson.

MINT

tinations in India and around
the world.

While describing 2024 as a
transformative year for Air
India and Indian aviation in
many ways, Wilson said 2025
will see progress on many
more key initiatives of the air-
line such as refitting wide body
and remaining narrow body
aircraft with new seats and ser-
vices.

Further, Air India’s service
standards will be elevated, rais-
ing the bar on what we con-

sider ‘good’, and more consist-
ently delivering to those new
expectations, he added.

Refitting of narrow body air-
craft has commenced while
that of legacy wide body planes
is expected to start in 2025.

Wilson, the CED and MD of
Air India, also emphasised the
airline will strengthen and
tighten its practices and proc-
esses so that “we are not just
consistent, we are also efficient
and, ultimately, profitable”.

In the 2023-24 fiscal, Air
India trimmed its losses to
4,444.10 crore from 211,387.96
crore in 2022-23.

Its turnover rose 23.69% to
338,812 crore in the last finan-
cial year compared to the year-
ago period.

Earlier this month, Air India
placed an order for 100 more
Airbus planes comprising 10
wide body A350s and 90 nar-
row body A320s. The total
order books is 570.

Among other initiatives to
streamline the group’s opera-
tions, Air India has optimised
the deployment of its best nar-
row body and wide body prod-
ucts in high-density and high-
demand routes.
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AIR INDIA PILOT
SUICIDE: COURT
GRANTS BAILTO
BOYFRIEND

Revu Suresh
revisuresh@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: A sessions court on
Friday granted bail to a 27-year-
old Delhi resident who was
arrested by the Mumbai police
last month for allegedly abet-
ting the suicide of his 25-year-
old girlfriend. The woman, an
Air India pilot, was found dead
at her Andheri flat on Novem-
ber 25, after which the Powai
police arrested her boyfriend
under section 108 (abetment of
suicide) of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita.

After the woman’s suicide
last month, her family had
alleged that her boyfriend used
to harass and publicly humiliate
her, which led her to take the
extreme step. According to the
police, a day before the
woman's death, the couple had
had an argument at her apart-
ment, after which the boyfriend
left for Delhi. The woman then
allegedly called him to say that
she was going to die by suicide.
She did not leave behind any
suicide note.

Advocate Aniket Nikam, rep-
resenting the accused, argued
that there were no grounds to
implicate his client in a suicide
abetment case. He pointed to
the FIR, which stated that the
woman had spoken to her
mother before the suicide and
sounded normal. That the cou-
ple had some arguments was
insufficient to prove that the
accused had any criminal
intent, he told the court.

The defence also said in the
bail plea that the deceased was
an educated woman who could
have walked out of the relation-
ship if she was unhappy. Since
there was no suicide note, the
defence submitted that it could
not be concluded that the
accused abetted the suicide of
his girlfriend.

Additional sessions judge TT
Aglawe directed the accused to
be released after executing a
bail bond of ¥25,000. The court
directed the accused to cooper-
ate with the investigation and
visit the Powai police station
every Wednesday for the next
60 days or till the charge sheet
is filed.
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Aviation body
suspends two
top officials
at Akasa Air

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) on
Friday suspended Akasa
Air’s head of operations
and head of training for six
months each for lapses in
training.

In an order, the DGCA
wrote, “Director Training
of M/s SNV Aviation private
Limited (Akasa Air) dated
30th October 2024 has
been examined and was
found unsatisfactory.” It
said that the Director of
Operations, Captain Floyd
Gracious, and Director of
Training, Neeraj Bhatia,
were being suspended for
six months.

This action follows a
regulatory audit in Octob-
er. The DGCA audit had
found that pilots were be-
ing trained navigation ap-
proaches on a simulator
which was not certified for
the procedure. The DGCA
said this was in violation of
its rule and issued a show
cause notice to the airline,
but found the airline’s res-
ponse to be unsatisfactory.
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Air India to see progress on key
Initiatives in 2025: CEO Wilson

In the 2023-24 fiscal, Air India trimmed its losses to
RS 4,444.10 crore from Rs 11,387.96 crore in 2022-23

NEW DELHI: Air India will
see progress on various key
initiatives, including refit-
ting of wide body and narrow
body planes, in 2025 as well as
tighten practices and processes
to ultimately become profit-
able, the airline’s chief Camp-
bell Wilson said on Friday.

After taking over the loss-
making Air India from the gov-
ernment in January 2022, Tata
Group has been working on
an ambitious transformation
plan to turn around the air-
line, which recently also placed
orders for 100 more aircraft.

In his message to the staff
on Friday, Wilson said 2024
saw the realisation of some of
the most significant milestones,
including the completion of the
mergers of Air India Express
and AirAsia India, and Vis-
tara with Air India that “posi-
tion us as the fourth largest
business, by revenue, in the
Tata group’.

Air India group operates
300 aircraft across both brands,

flying over 60 million custom-
ers annually to more than
100 destinations in India and
around the world.

While describing 2024 as
a transformative year for Air
India and Indian aviation in
many ways, Wilson said 2025
will see progress on many more
key initiatives of the airline
such as refitting wide body and
remaining narrow body aircraft
with new seats and services.

Further, Air India’s service
standards will be elevated, rais-
ing the bar on what we consider
‘good, and more consistently
delivering to those new expec-
tations, he added.

Refitting of narrow body
aircraft has commenced while

that of legacy wide body planes
is expected to start in 2025.

Wilson, the CEO and MD
of Air India, also emphasised
the airline will strengthen and
tighten its practices and pro-
cesses so that “we are not just
consistent, we are also efficient
and, ultimately, profitable”

In the 2023-24 fiscal, Air
India trimmed its losses to
Rs 4,444.10 crore from Rs
11,387.96 crore in 2022-23.

Its turnover rose 23.69 per
cent to Rs 38,812 crore in the
last financial year compared to
the year-ago period.

Earlier this month, Air
India placed an order for 100
more Airbus planes compris-
ing 10 wide body A350s and 90
narrow body A320s. The total
order books is 570.

Among other initiatives to
streamline the group’s opera-
tions, Air India has optimised
the deployment of its best
narrow body and wide body
products in ']r;igh—dcnsity and
high-demand routes. il
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DGCA orders
suspension
of two Akasa
directors
forlapses in
pilots’ training

MUMBAL: Aviation
safety regulator Director-
ate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) on Friday
ordered the suspension
of director of operations
and director of training at
Akasa Air for six months
for alleged lapses in pilots’
training.

The two senior execu-
tives of the airline, in which
the Rakesh Thunjhunwala
family holds stakes, have
“failed” to ensure “compli-
ances” with the civil avia-
tion requirements, DGCA
said in its order of Decem-
ber 27.

Response to the query
sent to Akasa on the issue
was awaited. Pl
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IndiGo
launches
Kolkata-

Phuket flight

KOLKATA: The airline
IndiGo on Friday launched
its daily flight from Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose Inter-
national (NSCBI) airport,
Kolkata to Phuket, Thailand
to meet the growing demand
for travel between India and
Southeast Asia.

An AAl official shared the
news on Friday. The Kolkata
airport authorities wrote on X
handle: Exciting news for tray-
elers! IndiGo launches its daily
flight from #KolkataAirport to
the beautiful Phuket, Thailand,
meeting the growing demand
for travel between India &
Southeast Asia. # AAl extends
its best wishes to #IndiGo and
takes pride in providing world-
class infrastructure, safety, and
efficiency to support this new
venture! #KolkataToPhuket
#IndiGo #TravelConnections”.

The airline had announced
earlier this month about its
plans to launch direct flights
from Kolkata to Phuket begin-
ning December 27. The airline
highlighted its aim to bolster
India’s tourism ties with Thai-
land, particularly given the
rising travel demands among
Indians visiting Thailand's
largest island, known for its
beaches and cultural heri-
tage. The new route is part of
IndiGo’s strategy to enhance
accessibility for Indian tourists
to Southeast Asia.

Flights are reportedly
scheduled six days a week,
facilitating trade and tourism
while supporting Kolkata's
evolution as a pivotal regional
travel hub. WPOST
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DGCA suspends
two Akasa Air
directors for
training lapses

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE I
NEW DELHI

he Directorate General of

Civil Aviation (DGCA) on
Friday suspended Akasa Air's
Director  Training, and
Director Operations, for six
months, for lapses in pilot
training. This action follows a
regulatory audit in October
and comes in the wake of a
complaint by Akasa Air pilots
which accused the senior
management of favouritism
and bias.
The DGCA audit had found
that pilots were being trained
in navigation approaches on a
simulator which was not
certified for the procedure.
The DGCA said this was in
violation of its rule and issued
a show cause notice to the
airline. As the response was
found to be unsatisfactory the
regulator  ordered  the
suspension of the two
directors of Akasa Air.
This is the second regulatory
action against Akasa Air this
week. Earlier the airline was
fined Rs 10 lakh by the
DGCA, for not compensating
Eassengers who were denied
oarding on a Bengaluru
Pune flight in September.
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Air India to see progress on key initiatives in
2025, working towards profitability: CEO Wilson

PTI® NEW DELHI

Air India will see progress

on various key initiatives,
including refitting of wide
body and narrow body planes,
in 2025 as well as tighten
practices and processes to
ultimately become profitable,
the airlines chief Campbell
Wilson said on Friday.
After taking over the loss-
making Air India from the
government in January 2022,
Tata Group has been working
on an ambitious
wransformation plan to turn
around the airline, which
recently also placed orders for
100 more aircraft. In his
message to the staff on Friday,
Wilson said 2024 saw the

i~ .
e
realisation of some of the most
significant milestones,
including the completion of
the mergers of Air India
Express and AirAsia India,
and Vistara with Air India that
“position us as the fourth
largest business, by revenue, in
the Tata group”.

Air India group operates 300
aircraft across both brands,
flying over 60 million
customers annually to more

than 100 destinations in India
and around the world. While
describing 2024 as a
transformative year for Air
India and Indian aviation in
many ways, Wilson said 2025
will see progress on many
more key initiatives of the
airline such as refitting wide
body and remaining narrow
body aircraft with new seats
and services.

Further, Air Indias service
standards will be elevated,
raising the bar on what we
consider ‘good, and more
consistently delivering to those
new expectations, he added.
Refitting of narrow body
aircraft has commenced while
that of legacy wide body

planes is expected to start in

2025. Wilson, the CEQ and
MD of Air India, also
emphasised the airline will
strengthen and tighten its
practices and processes so that
“we are not just consistent, we
are also efficient and,
ultimately, profitable” In the
2023-24 fiscal, Air India
trimmed its losses to Rs
4,444.10 crore from Rs
11,387.96 crore in 2022-23, Its
turnover rose 23.69 per cent to
Rs 38,812 crore in the last
financial year compared to the
year-ago period.

Earlier this month, Air India
placed an order for 100 more
Airbus planes comprising 10
wide body A350s and 90
narrow body A320s. The total
order books is 570.
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146 flights delayed so far

Flight-tracking platform
Flightradar24 reported
146 delayed flights, three
cancellations, and an average
delay of nearly 30 minutes
for departures and arrivals in
Delhi. However, there were
no major disruptions.

“Low visibility procedures
are in progress at Delhi
airport. All flight operations
are  presently  normal

Passengers are requested to
contact the airline concerned

for updated flight
information,” read the
advisory.  Despite  the

challenges, most flights are
operating on  schedule,
though  passengers are
advised to remain vigilant
about their flight status.
Highlighting potential delays
due to rain, Air India urged

passengers to begin their
airport journey early and
monitor flight updates.
IndiGo advised passengers
to plan ahead, especially
given the pos.sil:uiﬁty of
intermittent rain throughout
the day. “We recommend
checking your flight status
before heading to the
airport. Safe travels!” the
airline stated.
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IndiGo launches daily
flights to Phuket: Trav-
ellers can now rejoice as
IndiGo has launched a daily
direct flight from Kolkata™s
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
International Airport to the
popular tourist destination
of Phuket, Thailand. This
new route is expected to
meet the rising demand for
seamless travel between
India and Southeast Asia,
offering greater conven-
ience and boosting tourism
and business ties. The Air-
ports Authority of India
(AAl) extended its best
wishes to IndiGo for this
milestone, highlighting its
commitment to providing
world-class infrastructure,
safety, and operational effi-
ciency to suppert such ven-
tures. Phuket, renowned
for its pristine beaches and
vibrant nightlife, has long
been a favorite destination
for Indian travellers. With
the introduction of this
direct flight, passengers
can now experience shorter
travel times and improved
accessibility. IndiGo officials
expressed excitement
about expanding their
international network and
serving the growing needs
of Indian travelers.
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Air India to focus
on refitting carriers

New Delhi: Air India will
see progress on various key
initiatives, including refitting
of wide-body and narrow-body
planes, in 2025 as well as
tightening practices and pro-
cesses o become profitable
ultimately, the airline's chief
Campbell Wilson said on Fri-
day.

After taking over the
loss-making Air India from
the government in January
2022, Tata Group has been
working on an ambitious
transformation plan to turn
around the airline, which re-
cently also placed orders for
100 more ajrcraft,

In his message to the staff
on Friday, Wilson said 2024
saw the realisation of some
of the most significant mile-
stones, including the com-
pletion of the mergers of Air
India Express and AirAsia
India, and Vistara with Air
India that “position us as the
fourth largest business, by
revenue, in the Tata group™.

Air India group oper-
ates 300 aircraft across both
brands, flying over 60 million
customers annually to more

HIGH-FLYER

than 100 destinations in India
and around the world.

While describing 2024 as
a transformative year for Air
India and Indian aviation in
many ways, Wilson said 2025
will see progress on many
more key initiatives of the
airline such as refitting wide-
body and remaining nar-
row-body aircraft with new
seats and services.

Further, he added that Air
India’s service standards will
be elevated, raising the bar on
what we consider ‘good’ and
more consistently delivering
to those new expectations.

Refitting of narrow-body

aircraft has commenced while
that of legacy wide-body
planes is expected to start in
2025.

Wilson, the CEO and MD
of Air India, also emphasised
the airline will strengthen
and tighten its practices and
processes so that “we are not
just consistent, we are also
efficient and, ultimately, prof-
itable”,

In the 2023-24 fiscal, Air
India trimmed its losses to
74.444.10 crore from ¥11,387.96
crorein 2022-23,

Its turnover rose 23.69 per
cent to 238 812 crore in the last
financial year compared with
the year-ago period.

Earlier this month, Air
India placed an order for 100
more Airbus planes compris-
ing 10 wide-body A350s and 20
narrow-body A320s. The total
order books is 570,

Among other initiatives
to streamline the group's
operations, Air India has op-
timised deploving its best
narrow-body and wide-body
products in high-density and
high-demand routes.

m
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k€ We are not just
consistent, we mm 3
are efficient and,

ultimately, profitable i\ '
Campbell Wilson, "
Air India MD and CEO i
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Audit reveals lapses:
DGCA suspends two
senior Akasa pilots

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
on Friday suspended the di-
rector fraining and director
operations of Akasa for six
months each and “advised”
the airline to nominate “suita-
ble candidate(s)”, that is, find
replacements for these cru
cial positions,

The action came after a
DGCA audit at Akasa's Mum-
bai facility on Oct 7, 2024,
found that “RNP (required
navigation performance)
training (approaches) is being
conducted on  simulators
which have not been qualified
for the same™ —a serious safe-
tv lapse,

RNP approaches are prac-
tised in simulators to qualify
cockpit crew as these ap-
proaches areavailable all over
the world and are becoming
the new norm. They are pre-
cise and accurate approaches
with guidance in both the lat-
eral and vertical planes to
bring an aircraft close to the
ground with high levels of ac-
curacy as they work in con-
Junction with GNSS (satellite
navigation) till the runway is
visible,

The regulator, sources
said. has told the airline that
thetwoolficials have “failed to

File phato

SOARING TROUBLES?

ensure CUIH]!"EI]!IJ} of civil
aviation requirements (CAR
or rules)”. It had issued a
show-cause notice to the duo
on Oct 30 and found their re-
sponse “unsatisfactory™.

“The DGCA order has
pointed out that the two offi-
cials have failed to train per-
sonnel adeguately Also, re-
peated lapses/ violations have
been found pertaining to
training,” said people in the
know,

“Akasa Air is in receipt of
an order from DGCA dated
Dec 27, 2024, We will continue
to work with the DGCA and
comply accordingly, Safety is
of utmost importance, and we
continuously strive to pursue
the highest standards of safe-
t%"” an Akasa spokesperson
said. Training at Akasa has,
of late, emerged as a concern
when the airline sought ex-
emption from low visibility
operations at Kolkata and
Bengaluru this winter possi-
bly due to a lack of pilots
trained to carry out the same,
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