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Airports Authority pavilion gets gold award at lITF 2025

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

Concluded its vibrant participation
at the 44th India International
Trade Fair (lITF) 2025, New Delhi,
with a grand closing ceremony
by bagging the prestigious gold
award under PSU category for the
pavilion's outstanding design,
immersive digital experience and
impactful representation of India's
evolving aviation ecosystem.

Vipin Kumar, Chairman, Airports
Authority of India received the
award from Dr Neeraj Kharwal, MD,
India Trade Promotion Organisation
(ITPO) for its innovative approach
in showcasing India's aviation
advancements.

Built around the theme " Ek Bharat,
Shrestha Bharat,” the pavilion drew
strong appreciation and marked
celebration of 150 years of Vande
Mataram by inspiring visitors and stu-
dents with patriotic enthusiasm.

Throughout the fair, the pavilion
captivated attendees with its futur-
istic LED archway, dynamic anamor-
phic display walls and interactive
touch kiosks featuring key initiatives
such as UDAN, the Start-up Policy,

AAl's exhibition space at IITF 2025 — “Flight of Dreams™ — has become a unique platiorm for
knowledge, experience and inspiration. The role of Airports Authority of India (AA) is very
impartant in the rapidly growing aviation sector in India. AAl is confinuously making new efforts
towards making the airports of the country safe, modern and passenger-cenfric. To take this
message fo the general public and youth, AAl has created a special AAl exhibition space at
[ITF 2025, where students, young aviation enthusiasts and people of all age groups are getting
a closer look at India’s aviation journey.

AAl-Routes Asia 2025, and India's Air
Connectivity Map.

A digital flip book high-
lighting airports as cultural and

architectural icons added to the
pavilion’s appeal.

Visitors were further engaged
through activities like the Air Quiz

and an Alpowered Selfie Zone that
allowed them to transform into
digital avatars of aviation
professionals. The dedicated Briefing
Zone also hosted informative ses-
sions for students and media, offer-
ing deeper insights into AAl's oper-
ations and vision.

Major highlights of the pavilion
were ATC Demonstration, state-of-
the-art ATC - CNS Console and
exhibits showcasing modern com-
munication, navigation and surveil-
lance technologies, the demonstra-
tion underscored India’s progress in
advanced air traffic management.

As lITF 2025 comes to a close, AAl's
award-winning pavilion inaugurat-
ed by Kinjarapu Rammohan Naidu,
Hon’ble Union Minister of Civil avia-
tion, stands as a testament to its com-
mitment to innovation, technology,
safety and sustainability.

The Airports Authority of India
continues to play a vital role in
advancing the national vision of
Viksit Bharat @ 2047, with aviation
serving as a key catalyst for connec-
tivity, economic development and
inclusive growth. Issued by
Corporate Communications
Directorate, AAL
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B'luru airport beats Mumbai’s in domestic traffic in Oct

Manju.V@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Bengaluru airport
has overtaken Mumbai airpo-
rt in India’s domestic air traf-
fic rankings by handling 279
more domestic flights in Oct,
marking the beginning of a
shift that will eventually mo-
ve Mumbai down to the third
place. What is keeping Mum-
bai glued to its rank as India’s
second-busiest airport 1s its

international traffic, which is
more than double that of Ben-
galuru. Thus, the total air
traffic handled by Mumbali is
still higher than Bengaluru
airport. Until 2010, Mumbai
was the country’s busiest air-
port in terms of both domes-
tic and international flights
when Delhi overtook it.

While Bengaluru record-
ed 20,819 domestic departures
andarrivals in Oct, for Mumb-

al airport the number was
20,540, according to Airports
Authority of India data. The
differenceisamerel.4% butit
marks the first clear instance
where Bengaluru has crossed
Mumbai on this metric. In
Sept, Mumbai airport hand-
led 19,524 domestic flights ver-
sus Bengaluru’s 18,884.

The shift in air traffic does
not reflect a change in dema-
nd profiles: domestic passen-

ger volumes at Mumbai con-
tinued to be higher. Mumbai
handled about 32 lakh domes-
tic passengers versus Benga-
Iuru’s roughly 31 lakh flyers.
Domestic passenger traffic is
higher in Mumbai because of
two reasons: Bengaluru han-
dlesa higher share of smaller,
turboprop aircraft; and passe-
nger load factor is higher in
Mumbai due to higher
demand and fewer seats.
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‘Chennai airport’s efficiency will increase by clearing
obstacles on approach path of the secondary runway’

—
T E Raja Simhan

Chenmal

The efficiency of the Chen-
nai girport can be increased
substantinlly if obstacles
such as '|:|L:i.|‘d'mgs. trees, cell
phone masts and electric
pole structures (outside the
airport compound) in theap-
proach path of the secondary
runway are clesred, smid M
Raja  Kishore, Director,
Chennai airport.

An obstacle limitation sur-
fuce (OLS) check survey con-
docted In August 2024
showed there are nearly 260
obstacles that need to be re-
moved along the path.

Due to obstacles, the
length of the secondary run-
way has been redoced to
2110 m from 2,890 m. This
meant that the landing area

M Raja Kishore,
Chennai Airport Director

on the rumway had to be
pushed further down and
large pircraft with 300 pas-
sengers  cannot be  fown
when the primary rumsay is
unavailable due to
maintenance, he added.

The removal of obstacles
will ensure the full use of the
secondary rumway, he said.

Kishore said & tonder

The airport plans
to increase the
number of aircraft
movements FN;‘I'
hour to 45 from 35

would be issued to re-carpet
the main runway at a cost of
around T40-50 crore. When
this work 15 on, the use of the
secomdary runway will be
critical.

AIRCRAFT MOVEMENTS
At the Chennai Airport Air-
port Advisory Committee
meeting, held on Friday un-
dn:r the chairmanship of

rumbudur Member of
Fa.r inment TR Banhy, it was
decided that 8 committes
would be formed to talk with
vanious stakeholders, includ-
ing the State government, to

clear the ohstacles, he said.

Kishore said the airport
planned to increase the num-
ber of mircraft movements
per hour to 45 from 35. This
means that the number of
sircraft movements per diy
will increase to over 500
from the present 475 and in-
crease the passenger hand-
ling from 635,000 to 70,000,
This will be possible only if
the secondary runway is fully
utilised, he said. At present,
nearly 25 per cent of gircraft
maovements are through the
secondary numway.

He said there is a plan to
shift fuel farms and hangars
next to the secondary run-
way. At present, these are
next to the cargo complex
This will help in developing
infrastructure on the airside.

The completion of Ter-
minal 3, which is part of the

second phase of nsion
and muﬂ.cnﬁsa.t:in‘?ljsl' the
Chennai International Air-
port, has been pushed to Oc-
tober 2026 from June 2026 as
some |opd-bearing  caloula-
tions need to be done, said
Kishore.

The original planned com-
pletion was December 2025,
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48 flights delayed due
to low visibility at KIA

BENGALURU, DHNS

smanyas 48 flightswere

delayed at Bengaluru’s

empegowda Interna-

tional Airport (KIA) due to low

visibility caused by dense fog
on Thursday.

The foggy conditions caused
several delays between 4.44
am and 8 am, after overnight
drizzle caused dense fog.

The 48 flights include both
major and minor delays, with
69 minutes being the maxi-
mumdelay. Ofthe 48 flights, 33
crossed the 15-minute thresh-
old of the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) stan-
dards for flight delays.

During this period, two
flights were also diverted. An
Air India Express flight (IX
2923) from Mangaluru was
diverted to Chennaiat7.21am
and at 7.47 am, an Air India
flight (A12653) from Delhiwas
diverted to Kochi.

Though both the north
and south runways of KIA
are equipped with CAT III-B
instrument landing system,
which is designed to provide
support during low-visibility,

Mercury dips in
Bengaluru

Bengaluru has seena
significant dip in tem-
peratures over the last 15
days. The city recorded a
minimum temperature
of16.7 degrees Celsius on
Wednesday night, nearly
1.6 degreesless than the
mean minimum tempera-
ture in November.
Details on Page 3

flight operations atthe airport
remain impacted due to low
visibility during the winter
months, especiallyduring ear-
ly mornings.

“While the airport is
equipped with CAT III-B, it is
also important that pilots are
trained to use the system. Not
many Indianairlinestrain their
pilots, so the low visibility be-
comes a concern,” shared an
airportsource.

CAT III-B It provides accu-
rate lateral and vertical guid-
ance to pilots, ensuring a safe
and aligned descent.
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Hosur airport: Tamil Nadu floats
bid to select DTER consultant

E T B SIVAPRIYAN
CHENNAI, DHNS

The Tamil Nadu government
on Thursday floated bids for
a consultant to prepare a De-
tailed Techno-Economic
Report (DTER) to develop a
greenfield airport for the in-
dustrial city of Hosur in the
Krishnagiri district, within
weeks of applying for site
clearance for the project.
The consultant, to be
chosen by the TN Industrial
Development Corporation
(TIDCO), would be expected
topreparethereport—includ-
ing surveys, master planning,
financial modelling, and on
mandatory clearances, and

bid process management for
the proposed site.

The move comes after the
state government identified
about 2,300 acres of land
in the Hosur-Berigai- Baga-
lur-Shoolagiri quadrilateral
in the Krishnagiri district for
the airport.

While the process of pre-
paring a Land Development
Planisstillunderway, TIDCO
applied to the Union Civil Avi-
ation Ministry for site clear-
ance this month — the first of
the many approvals needed.

“We will start acquiring
the land needed for the proj-
ect once the GO [government
order]is issued,” a senior gov-
ernment official told DH.

The chosenlocationis close
to the Tamil Nadu section of
the Bengaluru Satellite Town
Ring Road (STRR).

The TN government plans
to build a single-runway air-
port with a capacity to handle
3 crore passengers a year.

The government believes
the new airport would also at-
tract freight traffic, as Hosur
houses over 500 industries
and about 3,000 MSME units.

The development comes
amid Karnataka's assertions
thatitwould choosealocation
in South Bengaluru to build a
second airportforthe city. The
Hosurairportwillalso benefit
people from South Bengaluru
due toits proximity.
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Hindon and the case for
efficient, low-cost airports

latecomer on India's aviation map,
the Indian Air Force (LAF) owned-
and-operated Hindon airport in
Ghaziabad saw its licst commercial
flight in October 2019 — after much debate
and discussion betwern the ministry of civil
aviation (MoCA), IAF, and Delhi lnterna-
tional Airport Limited (DIAL). Initially, the
idea was to promote regional connectivity
and give a fillip w the UDAN scheme. While
a lew airlines started operating
flights from Hindon. the pandemic
caused curtains to fall after a short
appearance on the aviation stage.

It was only in March 2025 that
commercial operations  were
revived, when the low-fare airline
of the Tatas, Air India Express
(AIX), unable to secure time slots at
the DIAL airport, began operating
Dights from Hindon. Now. the air-
line operates over 50 flights a week, to five
destinations, from the airport. Soon after,
Star Air (20 departures & week to four desti-
mations), and IndiGo (52 departures a week,
to six destinations) also began operating
flights from the facility, transforming the
sheepy airport into a mini aviation hub in the
national capial region.

e good news is that its popularity seems
to be on the rise. Even though the airport isa
Ear cry from the fancy private airports India’s
fliers have got accustomed to, people are
beginning to appreciate its advantages.

A frequent Dethi-to-Cochin flier recently
wrote saying that she opted for Hindon when
the tickets for her family on their preferred
date of travel workied ot to be cheaper over-
all than flying from the DIAL airport. The
price differential was big enough for her o
pick the one-stop option Hindon presented.
She added that many budget-conscious yet
regular travellers she knows personally sre
wsing Hindan to reach Chennai. A Gurgaon-
based businessman told this writer that he
regularly uses Hindon to meet clients in
Jalundhar (flving to the Adampur airport)
and finds the airport “adequate” for his
needs. Another reader messaged to say that,
barring the longish bus drive from the park-
ing bay to the terminal, the airport is far eas-
ier and quicker to enter and exit {short

HiNDON AIRPORT Il

For tllltgrr.-mnsclnus fliers living in
and around Exst Delhi and even Noida,
Hindon is a lifeline. HT ARCHIVE

‘2

Anjuli
Bhargava

wiaalks, easy access to cabs) than DIAL and
works better for him locationally as he lives
close to East Delhi. He saves time. il not
money. For budget-conscious fliers {a grow-
ing segment) living in and around East Delhi
and even Noids, Hindon is a lifeline, with its
geographical advantage. Even travel portals
ure now recommending the girport to fiers,

Airlines, too_ say that operating out of Hin-
dom is cheaper in several ways. Since itisa
no-frills, no-fuss facility, there isno
wser development lee.

Tax on fuel is 1% compared to
Delhi's 25%, making it a haven for
refuelling. Landing and navigation
charges are far lower than DIAL,
and what the Noida International
Airport Limited (NIAL) will likely
offer once it is functional. Back-of-
the-envelope estimates from indos-
try sources suggest that the airport
is at least 15% cheaper to operate from than
DIAL.

Keeping all of this in mind, here are some
suggestions to the authorities that can make
fying from Hindon a preferred option for
many. While it might make India proud o
showrase the fancy, over-the-top structures
that Indian airports have evolved into after
privatisation, the costs of operating from
these have also been soaring, and many ane
beginning to feel the pinch,

I a country with varied income segmerits,
there is a large mass of travellers who can
afford air travel but not a cup of tea (tea bag,
at that) for 2300 — which is available for 210
the: moment you step out of the airport termi-
nal We need to look at setting up low-cost,
no-frills airports in the metros, to begin with,
and later, across other big towns,

Why don’t we start with sprucing up the
Hindon airport {avoiding private players’
tendency o turn airports into grand shop-
ping malls), expand capacity while making it
muore functional, keep charges low and oper-
ate like Gatwick in London, which usually
offers lower fares than {is bigeer rival, Heath-
row (transport costs to Central London can
be higher, though).

Let’s up the game without making it a
gold-plating exercise, add some convenien-
ces (a few more food and seating options),
remove hurdles travellers face, and address
their complaints. Dirty wilets top the lst
(which has become something of an Airports
Authority of India signature), but poor cus-
tomer service in terms of information on
delays and cancellations is a major issue toa.
Pilots say that LAF wraffic often leads (o exces-
sive delays and hold-time in the i so, befter
courdination with the IAF would be essen-
tial. This translates into close to 30-minute
delays in almost all departures and, often,
landings as well There are airside issues thar
need resolving, including the lack of parking
bays and the widening of taxiwavs, among
athers.

None of the above, however, is anything
more than @ small. nigeling issue that can be
easily tackled through sensible planning and
organisation. [t might be worthwhile for the
authorities to welcome this new kid on the

block and get it to thrive.

Anfili Bhargava writes about governance,
ingfrastrocture, and the social sector.
The vlews expresced are pergone!
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CM Yogi conducts review of
Noida alrport works

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Lucknow/Noida

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Thursday
carried out a detailed on-site
inspection of the under-con-
struction Noida International
Airport at |ewar, officials
said.

He also held a high-level
meeting with senior offi-
cials.

Adityanath inspected the
domestic terminal, the pro-
posed inauguration venue,
security management
systems, traffic arrange-
ments and various construc-
tion activities at the green-
field airport, the Noida
International Airport Limited
{NIAL) said.

Following the inspection,
the chief minister held a
meeting with Union Civil
Aviation Minister K
Rammohan Naidu, senior
officials from the Civil
Aviation Ministry, DGCA,
Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security, CISF, Airport
Authority of India, NIAL, dis-
trict administration, police
and the construction agency.

The meeting was also
attended by Noida
International Airport CEO
Christoph Schnellmann, COO
Kiran Jain, NIAL and Yamuna
Expressway Authority CEO
Rakesh Singh, and project’s
nodal officer Shailendra
Bhatia. During the review,

Adityanath noted that the
airport is yet to receive its
aerodrome licence. He
directed officials to urgent-
ly coordinate with security
agencies and complete all
pending compliance work,
according to an official
present in the meeting.

“The Noida International
Airport is an ambitious
project of the state. Any
remaining security or oper-
ational requirements must
be completed at the earliest
and with the highest stan-
dards of quality,” he said.

The CM further stressed
that the project will play a
pivotal role in boosting UP’s
development and global
investment prospects, and
instructed all departments to
ensure that preparations for
the inauguration are com-
pleted on time.

This is the second time in

just over a month that
Adityanath has review the
project. On October 25, he
inspected development
works and held a presenta-
tion-based review with dis-
trict and airport officials.

The Noida International
Airport, coming up in jewar
under a public-private part-
nership model, is being
developed by Yamuna
International Airport Private
Limited, a subsidiary of
Zurich Airport International
AG. The first phase spans
around 1,300 hectares with
one runway and a terminal
building.

Once completed across
four phases, it will cover
nearly 5,000 hectares,
making it India's largest
airport in terms of area.

Passenger operations are
expected to begin in the
near future, though the gov-

ernment has not yet
announced a revised inaugu-
ration schedule.

Earlier, in view of the CM's
visit, the Gautam Buddh
Nagar Traffic Police issued a
traffic advisory asking com-
muters to avoid certain
routes between 1 pm and 4
pm in Noida and Greater
Noida. According to the advi-
sory, traffic was regulated
and diverted for short dura-
tions at points including
Chilla/[DND, Film City,
Mahamaya Flyover and Zero
Point on the Noida-Greater
Noida Expressway.

Emergency vehicles,
including medical and fire
services, were allowed safe
passage during the restric-
tions. Commuters were
advised to use alternative
routes to avoid inconve-
nience and ensure smooth
traffic flow.
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Cash,counterfeitcurrency
hauls atNSCBIAirport

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kolkata, 27 November

A man carrying Rs 24 lakh in
cash was detained at Kolkata
airport on Wednesday
afternoon, triggering fresh
concerns over the frequent
movement of unaccounted
money and counterfeit
currency across the state.
CISF personnel, during
routine surveillance at Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose Inter-
national Airport. intercepted
the passenger after noticing
suspicious behaviour.
During baggage scanning,
officials detected bundles of
high-value notes. As the man
failed to provide satisfactory
documents or a credible
explanation for the cash, he
was handed over to the local
police for further questioning.

Earlierin the day. a separate
incident at New Farakka railway
station added to the alarm.
Acting on a tip-off, a team
from the New Farakka GRP,
led by IC Prashanta Roy and
assisted by acting officer
BappadityaJha, conducteda
search operation at the station.

Officers noticed a man
loitering suspiciously on
Platform No. 1 and detained
him for questioning. A search
of his belongings led to the
recovery of counterfeit notes
worthRs 6lakh, neatly packed

insidean office file concealed
in his bag. GRP sources said
preliminary interrogation
suggests the man may be part
of a larger network involved
in circulating fake currency
in the region.

Both cases are now under
detailed investigation. with
police examining possible
links to organised rackets.
With repeated cases of cash
seizures and counterfeit curr-
ency surfacing across the state,
security agencies say the
pattern is deeply worrying.
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AIRLINES ACCUSED OF CIRCUMVENTING NORMS, DENY CHARGE; MATTERIN DELHIHC

Fresh turbulence over pilot rest rules

YARUQHULLAH KHAN
New Delhi, November 28

A FRESH DISPUTE is brewing
between domesticairlines and
pilot unions over the imple-
mentation of the revised flight
duty time limitations (FDTL)
regulations, with pilots accus-
ing carriers of misusing rest
dutyrules to maximise rosters
and airlines maintaining that
they are fully in compliance
with the norms.

The dispute, which centres
on interpretations of the civil
aviation requirements (CAR)
governing pilots'fatigueman-
agement, has now reached the
DelhiHigh Court.

The Federation of Indian
Pilots (FIP) and the Airline
Pilots’ Association of India
(ALPA India) have written to
the ministry of civil aviation
andthe Directorate General of
CivilAviation (DGCA),alleging
that operators are reworking
or selectively applying the

= Sat,
“INANCIAL EXPRESS http:‘. //epaper.financialexpress.com/c/78632957

READ TO LEAD

BONE OF CONTENTION

= Mandatory weekly
rest clause requires
airlines to provide
pilots 48 hours of rest
after 168 hours of
duty time

® Original intent, which is consistent with
global practice, assumes five working days
followed by two days off, they say

| ® Filots claim airines
are treating this
timeline as seven
consecutive days of
work followed by
two rest days

FDTL provisions for commer-
cial convenience. Airlines have
denied any irregularities, say-
ingthey constantlycoordinate
with the DGCA to ensure
properimplementation ofreg-
ulations and passenger safety.

At the centre of the conflict
is the mandatory weekly rest
clause that requires airlines to
provide pilots 48 hours of rest
after 168 hours of duty time.
Pilotsclaimairlines are treating
thistimelineassevenconsecu-
tive days of work followed by

29 MNovember 2025

tworestdays,whilethe original
intent,which is consistent with
global practice, assumes five
working days followed by two
days off, They allege this inter-
pretationallows carrierstorun
continuous schedules and
strain rosterswhilestaying for-
mallywithin regulatory limits.

Pilots argue that the weekly
rest isweakened furtherbecause
airlines place them on active
standby rosters immediately
afterward, counting those
standby days as days off even

though pilots must remain
ready to fly at short notice.
Seniorcommanderstold FE that
this effectively delays the next
weekly rest cycleand continues
tokeep pilotsunder operational
pressure.The unions have also
objected to the treatment of
night duties. Although the
revised norms define nightduty
as any duty between midnight
and 0600 hours, triggering
enhanced rest, pilots allege that
airlines determine eligibility
onlybylanding time A pilot said

that shutting down engines at
23:59 exempts the flight from
night-dutyclassification,even if
cockpit duties continue beyond
midnight for documentation
and shutdown procedures.
ALPA has raised another
concern around night-landing
limits within a flight duty
period.According totheunion,
airlines classify deadheading
segments —where pilots travel
aspassengers forrepositioning
—asnon-operating sectors for
the purposeof calculating total
nightlandings. This, ALPA says,
artificially —reduces the
recorded number of landings
and bypasses the safety objec-
tives built into the regulation.
Pilots contacted across Air
India, Air India Express, IndiGo
and Spicefet reported similar
experiences,describingthe con-
cerns as industry-wide rather
than airline-specific. Airlines say
theirpracticesalignstrictly with
DGCA regulations and fatigue

management standards.

—_
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TENSIONS MARKED
J.S., INDIA CRASH
PROBE: REPORT

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The investigation
into the deadly Air India Flight
171 crash began with significant
tensions between Indian and
American authorities, including
a dramatic standoff over where
the blackboxes should be
accessed, The Wall Street Jour-
nal reported on Friday.

The crash on June 12 killed
260 people, including all but one
of the 242 people aboard the
Boeing 787 Dreamliner and 19 on
the ground when the aircraft
plummeted into a hostel for
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350 AI & IndiGo A320s
to be grounded, travel
chaos likely this weekend

Saurabh Sinba | ran

New Delhi: Air travel will
be majorly impacted in India
and across the globe with the
world's lnrgest selling single
aisle — Airbus A320 family
of planes — going to be
grounded this weekend fora
software upgrade. In India,
over 360 A3 fmamily planes
of IndiGo and Alr India
Group will be grounded for
this upgrade that is expected
tobe over in2-3days.

They are expected o e
sume (Iving by next Monday
or Tuesday Globally about
6,000 aircraft are likely to be
impacted by this. The up
grade is in wake of an Ameri-
can low-cost carrier Jet Blue's
Ad20 operating from Cancun
to Newark on Oct 30, "unex-
pectedly pitchiing) down-
ward without pilot input™

The uncontrolled de
scent “llkely occurred dur-
ing an ELAC (Night control
computer) switch change,”
according to [National

Transportation Safety
Board. The aircraft diverted
to Tampa, where some pas-
sengers were hospitalised

Tockling this issue re
guidres a software upgrade
For the new A320 family
planes, the work requires
about half-an-hour on each
plane through “loading fa-
cility”, On the older Ad20s,
hardware upgrade will also
be required and hence the
work willtake longer

SOFTWARE UPDATE

In India, almost all IndiGo
AN family planes are the
new  variants. The older
AdNs are in single digits. So
IndiGo, which has over 350
AN family planes in lts{leet,
upgrade on the required 250
aircraft should be over by
Monday or Tuesday sakd
sources, Air India, which has
nbout 120125 A3 family
plancs, should also have the
same situation; with over 100
impacted. sources added.
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AIRPORT TESTS EMERGENCY RESPONSE

full-scale emergency exercise under way at the airport on Thursday. The airport oper-

atorsaidthebiannualdrillsimulated anaireraftovershootingtherunway andcatching
fire, It tested the response of participating stakeholders, such as the ATC, airlines, ground
handling agencies, CISF, police, and state and national disaster managementagencies
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Aviation leap, pilot shortfall

SHEKHAR SINGH

NDIA'S avintion story in 2025 is racing ahead,

but the cockpit is running empty On Novem-

ber 16, at a session an the sidelines af the CI1
Partnership Summit in Visakhapatnam, Union
Civil Aviation Minister K Ram Mohan Naidu
delivered & waming that the country will need
around 30,000 more pilots as domestic airlines
awmnlt the delivery of nearly 1,700 pircraft from
Boaing and Alrbus. The numbers he cited out
sharply through the optimism. India currently
has anly about 8,000 pilots for a Neet ol B3 aberal
and the gap is growing far faster than the pipeline
that is suppesed to fill i,

TheMinister's message wasclear The growth of
Indin’s skies will collapse unless the country
urgently fives the manpower defictt, His remurks
have trigeered serious conversations acomss the
sector, from raning schoals and arline planners
o industry analvsts whosay the crisisis not an the
horizon anymaonre. [t is here,

SHORTAGE OF TRAINED CREW
The arithmetic is unforgiving. Airfines cannot
run aircraft efficently without a deep pool of
trained crew. Each namow-body aircralt needs
between 10 and 15 pilots o keep schedules sta-
ble. This includes caplains, first officers,

trainees, reserves, and th oee on rotation or med-
ical leave. If the fleat expands by another thou-
sand amrerafl, the sector would require a mini-
mum of 15,0060 additional pilots and this is a
conservative estimate. When seen with the Min-
ister’s projection for 1,700 iIncoming sircraft, the
requirement balloons. The industry knows this
i3 not an ambitions wish-dist, It & the bare mmi-
mum needed to prevent distuptions, cancella-
timns, and operational risk.

Industry experts say the current capacity of Fly-
ing Traming Organisations (FTOs), the backbone
of India’s pilot pipeline, is simply too small to
meet demand Many FTOs operate with limited
aircesft. dated equipment. andioo few nstructors
They struggle to train even a few hundred cands-

India will need around
30,000 more pilots as
domestic airlines await
the delivery of 1,700
aircraft. Where are they?

dates a year: As the orders pile up for niaw jets, the
shorage of raining infrastructure becomes an
even biggerobstacle than buying arcrafL

REALITY CHECK

Jaideep Mirchandani, Group Charman of Sky
One, said that to manage operations efficiently,
ench aireraft neads about 10to 156 pilots so that adr-
lines can plan their schechules without distuption.
“This means that if the feel prows by another
1000 airerafl, the minimum requirement coulkl
rise tonearty 15,000 pilots. Viewed in that context,
the Minister's remarks highlight the urgency of
addressing the pilot shortage. A key step in this
direction is to expand the numberof high-quality
FT'Os, a8 the exdisting facilities can train only a lim-
ited numbes of candidates,” he sakd

Mirchandani ako offered a reality check
Expanding FT'Os cannot be done overnight. “In
nrﬁa: to address the pilot shortage, the priority
should be to address basic challenges first It
should bea long-term plan asthe deliveries of nesw
flights need to follow apractical imeline,” he said,

The government, he acknowledged, is taking
proactive steps o fast-track certifications and
incrense the number of institutions But creating
workd-class flight schoals requires heavy invest-
ment, long-term planning, and steady regulatory
suppart. He panted to possible solutions: partner-
ships between global training centres and Indimn
airlines, gimilsr to joint training models used in
other major aviation markets Such collaborations
can brng in modern aireraft, sdvanced simuls-
tors, and exparienced instructors for quicker thm
the domestic sector can produce them.

THE BIGGEST BARRIER

The financial burden of becoming a pilot in
India, including Iving hours, simulator train-
ing, type rating and certification, can run into
tensof lakhs of rupess. For many students, this
is o deal breaker. Those who can afford it often
choose to train abroad where completion times
are faster and training quality more consistent.
India ends up losing talent even before it
enters the system

“Our policymakers, educational facilities, and
firuncial ingtitutions can also think of encourag-
ing them through bcentives, awareness cam-
palgns, and special sessions toinspire them 1o con-
sider aviation as a career,” said Mirchandani.

As pey experts, without structured suppont, edu-
eotional loans at reasonable rates, scholarships, or
government-backed training subsidies, the sector
will continue to miss out on potential candidates

Even i India scales up training drastically,
another challenge looms melention.  Adrlines
around theworld are hiring aggressively, especial-
Iy Middle Eastern and Southeast Asian caTiers
that offer higher pay, better rosters and (aster
coreer progression. Unless Indian airlnes
mprove warking conditions, pay bands, and tram-
ing pathways, the country may end up training
pilots whoeventually Iy foreign jets.

“The witler consequences of inaction are severe.

If the pilot supply fails to keep pace with aireraft
induction. airlines may be foreed to sow expan-
sion, drop new routes, ar rely on forapn pilots, an
epemnsive and temporary fix. Network expansion
may stall just as regional air travel is taking off.
Passenger load may outgrow capacity, leading 1o
higher fares, reduced connectivity for smaller
cities and a slowdown in the avintion-dnven eco-
nomic push the government champions,” sald a
pllot, who doesn’t wish to be named.

The country standsat a pivotal moment. Tt muost
decide whether 1o treat the pilot gap as a shori-
term staffing problem or a long-term national
caparity challenge. The question is whether India
can aet fast enough. The planes ane coming. The
gkies are open. The dock isticking
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