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2 cartridges recovered
from MLA Veeri’s baggage
at Srinagar Airport

Javaid Malik
Srnags, Oct X7

Senior Nat ional Conferenoe
(NC) leader and Member of
Legislative Assembly{MLA)
Bijbehera, Bashir Ahmad
Shah {Vieer i) was detatned at
Srinagar Airport following
the recovery of two bullets
from his luggage on Sunday.

A senior Police officer
snid. “He hos been asked to
present the license authori
sation. Based on the same
ma tier, the case will procead
accordingly.”

According to the details,
MLA Veeri was on his way
to Jummu and during the
normal scanning of his
baggage at the airport, two
rounds of ammunition were

® Have asked him
to present license
authorisation: Police

®  Cartridges found
in rmy bagwere of my
licensed evaolver: Veeri

found inside his bag.

He wis detnined for guos
tioning and taken to Hum
hama Police Post.

When contacted, MLA
Veeri sald, “Cariridges
found in my bag wore of my
licensed revolver and these
had come into my language
inadvertently. The matter
has been resolved”
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NIA steps up security to
check threats, ropes in
cyber wing at airports

MUKESH RARIAN 40 niew Datn

Bt wnker o niimerois thineat
calle to alrlines. anil-lerror
proba agimey Metionnl Invest
gation Apency (NIA) has de-
ploved Bomb Threat Assess
med Committes (BTAC) 2am
with skeutbus drpwn from its oy

ek wing at each of the major
aviation mirastrociure fmeil
ties, afficinds &nid on Mondmy

Adrline operators hive pe-
el v uore fhewin 200 homi endl
in the past fwo weeks, prompt-
ing widesprend concern e
garding the potential impllea-
thoms for peisenger safity and
mal onal security

Thie 0fficinls sald thot to eof:
Fee Uvely deal with epierping
situmbions ol of suel threats,
the N1A cyber wing has
lawneled 8 comprebhensive
analyals of the calls coming
frromm overseas. 118 mvestigallon
s focu®ad on deter mining the
mtives belud tireat calls amd
nssessing theiraothentjcity

Ag parl of the exerclse, Lhe
NI1A bs deployed o BTAC frmm
al each ol tye major alrports
andl they hove been tasked o
shep up secaicity prolocols and
effoctively #entify and alimi
mate real thrents before they
can eseaiso, ensuring the s
ty al ale eraved.

A sondor alflcial eald that the
BlA 1s nod pctlng alome as 1 1S
eollaborating with varions oth-
#raecurlty apgencles, coopera
tionamong them s cracial fo
comdueting tharough i mast gi
Lioms Lnio threat calls and Lm-
plem enting anhomesd seenrty
Imeasures al alrports”. He add-
il "By clubhing resorees sl

‘Logistical challenge’

Hioay b thieat callsin big
mumbers ane ot only & “Loglstical
thallenge” for seCurity agendies.
baut also pode “a serious sk of
miverting resounies away from
genaine thaeats®, W& offidals
sl Steps are being taken to
scrutiniee mthent|cty of calls.

gathering Information, the
&geTies Al 1o creates mnast
response S ystom capniile of
Managing any paotential tireats
im renl Hime"”

The oflicial said that the
BTAC tesum "is trodned and co-
pabbe of respanding quickly o
wny mported thres: ar emar
pencles, balstering the safety
of ¢ivil mvintion nfrastrociure
s the country”.

The hoax threat calls in hig
mimbiers are mot ondy o “Togistl-
cal challenge™ FoF Security
apencies bt they ako poss “a
serious risk of divertng re-
sources away from genidine
thireats”, 50, e gleps are eng
taken toserutinizs the anthen
Uelty of each call plgoroumaly
il cfficinls snid
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Bomb threats to
3 more flights;
one grounded
at city airport

Times News NETwoRk

Ahmedabad: Bomb hoaxes
targeting airlines continued as
three moreflights werementio-
ned ina threat mail received by
authorities. While one flight
from Pune to Jodhpur made an
emergency landing at the city
airport, the other two were mi-
dair and were checked after
theirarrival, According to air-
port authorities, threats were

received for the Pune-Jodhpur,
Amritsar-Ahmedabad and
Goa-Ahmedabad flights.

“The flight was diverted to
Ahmedabad airport, and the
airport’s Bomb Threat Assess.
ment Committee was convened
to assess the threat, The threat
was declared ‘non-specific’,
and security measures were
implemented at the airport as
per aviation protocols,” said
authorities. “Once the aircraft
landed and passengers deboar-
ded, CISF personnel conducted
a security check, after which
passengers were allowed to
procesd to the terminal. Once
cleared by all stakeholders, the
flight departed to Jodhpur”
they said.
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MLA detained at
Srinagar airport
for bullets in bag

Srinagar: CISF and J&E poli-
ce detained and questioned
NC's  Srigufwara-Bijbehara
MLA, Bashir Ahmad Veeri, at
Srinagar airport after security
staff recoversd two live pistol
bullets from his baggage du-
ringan X-ray scan on Sunday.

Veeri, travelling to Jammu,
was released after he told secu-
rity the bullets were of his li-
censed pistol, for which he pro-
duced documents,
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Al suspends cabin crew as
room sharing rule triggers row

—
Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbai

Air India has suspended 10
cabin crew who instigated
protests against a new rule
that mandates them to share
hotel rooms during layovers.

The All India Cabin Crew
Association has written to
airline CEQ  Campbell
Wilson and the chief labour
commissioner objecting to
the policy. “The crew have
been placed under suspen-
sion pending inquiry. Discip-
linary action is being taken as
per law. There is no violation
of DGCA norms,” said a
source.

The airline management
had stated that the new
policy harmonises practices
between Vistara and Air In-
dia. Crew operating ultra-
long-haul flights to the US
will not be required to share
rooms. Also, cabin super-
visors and managers will be

entitled to a single room dur-
ing lavovers. But this has
failed to pacify staff.

The union argued that the
airline’s action amounts to a
violation of the Industrial
Disputes Act. “We urge you
not to violate the existing
status quo,” AICCA wrote in
a letter to Wilson last Friday.

Air India did not respond
to an email query on the
topic.
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A-1 suspends 10 cabin crew
members over revised policy

Air India on Monday suspended 10 cabin crew members for
allegedly instigating other members to protestagainst the
airline's revised policy that also requires a section of them to
share rooms during layovers, a source said. Meanwhile, Air India
has received aviation regulator Directorate General of Civil
Aviation's (DGCA's) approval to carry out modifications in aircraft
interiors in—house as the Tata Group-owned airline works on
revamping its fleetand expanding operations. The full-service
carrier has a collaboration with Tata Technologies to enhance
aircraftinteriorsin its fleet. PTI
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50 flights get fresh bomb
threats; 375 such cases
in two weeks

Considering amending two civil aviation
laws, says Union minister

NEW DELHI, DHNS & PTI

tleast50 flightsoperat-
ed by Indianairlines re-
eived bomb threats on
Sunday, even as Civil Aviation
Minister KRammohan Naidu
said the government is also
taking the support of interna-
tional agencies to preventit.

With this, flizhts operat-
ed by Indian carriers getting
threats have risen to over 350
in the past 14 days. On Satur-
day, atleast13 flights received
threats but were declared
hoax messages.

On Sunday, Akasa Air
said 15 of its flights received
threats. Officials said 18 flights
of IndiGo and 17 flights of Vis-
tarareceived threats,

According to an IndiGo
statement, the flights thatre-
ceived security-related alerts
include GE 11 (Delhi-Istanbul),

v

GE 92 (Jeddah-Mumbai), 6E
112 (Goa-Ahmedabad),6E 125
(Bengaluru-Jharsuguda), 6
127 (Amritsar-Ahmedabad)
and 6E135 (Kolkata-Pune).
Among others are 6E 149
(Hyderabad to Bagdogra), GE
173 (Delhi to Bengaluru), GE
175 (Bengaluru to Delhi), 6E
197 (Raipur to Hyderabad),6E
248 (Mumbai to Kolkata), 6E
277 (Ahmedabad-Lucknow),
6E 312 (Bengaluruto Kolkata),
GE 235 (Kolkata-Bengaluru)
and 6E 74 (Riyadh-Mumbai).
After formally inaugu-
rating two flights between
Visakhapatnam and Vijay-
awada, Naidu said that be-
sides taking support from
international agencies, law
enforcement wings, and the
Intelligence Bureau to pre-
vent these fake threats, the
Union government is also
considering amending two

Civil Aviation Laws.

“Wearealsotaking the sup-
portofinternational agencies,
law enforcement agencies,
and the Intelligence Bureau
to prevent these, We are plan-
ning to bring changes to two
civil aviation laws. Those who
resort to these kinds of activi-
ties will be punished severely
andimposeda penalty. Weare
also taking steps to ban such
persons from flying. We will
announce them inthe coming
days,” he told reporters in Vi-
sakhapatnam.

Naidu also said an investi-
gation into these fake threats
is going on seriously, and the
cooperation of social media
platform “X’is being sought.

Against the backdrop of a
spate of hoax bomb threats to
airlines, the Ministry of Infor-
mation and Technology has
asked social media platforms
to report such threats to law
enforcementagencies besides
observingduediligence obliga-
tions and promptly remove or
disable access to misinforma-
tionwithin the strict timelines
prescribed under IT rules.
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Hit by Mid-War Turbulence...

Moscow Issues
a Mayday Callto
Indian Airlines

[Sanctions Bite

Wants carriers to

operate flightsin Before m{”;rgii?erb\ga }
RUSSia; Nt Viable,  accounted for major share
airlines tell Delhi of Russian airline fleet
f-ﬂh “““ : l
Arindam Majumder Wy

0

New Delhi: Russia has made
aproposaltoallowIndianairli- |
nes to operate local flights wit-

hin its territory, as its own car-
riers are unable to meet de-

mand because of Wes- gg{.‘;
tern sanctions cutting IR
off their access to US snau:cg:ns :;Imof
and European aircraft et
. all deliveries | A350s
manufacturers and compo- Ralted roditad ¢
nent supplies. aited, rou mear_'lt or
Russia approached India as to airlines RUSF_"E"
well as China and a few Central of other carrier
Asian nations a month back, countries Aeroflot
with a ‘cabotage’ proposal to Western cos have stopped
al}ﬂw thE“' airlines tFl operate supp]v of cﬂmpﬂnents and
flights on its domestic routes, software to RUSsia
people aware of the develop- =
mentsaid. The matter was aga- g%__j\lis India among
in raised during Prime Mini- A a few nations
ster Narendra Modi's visit to 77 that allow
Russia last week for the BRICS ; Russian
summit, they said. aircraft | carriers to
However, Indian airlines ha- In Service | gperate flights
veexpressed reservationsover In Russia,
the proposal and told the go- [l compared | Air India
vernment that it would not be with continues to
viable for them to operate wit- 874 operate flights
hin Russia, the people said. through Russian
in 2019 | alrspace

‘Aircraft Shortage' »» 21

»»FromPage1l

Companies that leased air-
craft to them and insurers
would not be amenable to
such arrangements due to
the Western sanctions on
Russia over the Ukraine
war, and they are also fa-
cingashortage of airliners
to operate locally, the carri-
ers have told the govern-
ment.

Cabotage is the right for
an airline to carry domes-
tic passengers within the
territory of a foreign co-
untry. Only Australia and
New Zealand currently al-
low cabotage facilities to
each other.

India’s ministry of civil
aviation and the Russian
Embassy in New Delhi
didn't respond to queries
on the topic.

“Most of the fleet of Indi-
an carriers are leased and
lessors will not give per-
mission for their planes to
go to Russia. Along with
that we risk losing insu-
rance covers,” a senior air-
line executive said. “There
is a tremendous aircraft
shortage and we are not be-
ingabletocater toour plan-
nedexpansion. Insuch asi-
tuation, it looks unlikely
that such a project will be
undertaken.”

Before the Ukraine war,
Boeing and Airbus planes
accounted for a major sha-
re of the fleet of Russian
airlines.

However, due to the sanc-
tions, all planned deliveri-
es have been halted and de-
livered to airlines of other
countries. Tata Group-ow-
ned Air India got early deli-
very of six Airbus A350s
which were originally in-
tended for Russian carrier
Aeroflot.

Also, Western companies
have stopped supply of
components and software

to Russia,

Aircraft require continu-
ous component replace-
ments and regular softwa-
re upgrades, as well as are-
gimen of checks and in the
absence of that, Russian
planes are facing long gro-
unding.

This has severely hit ex-
pansion. According to data
from aviation consultancy
CAPA, the domestic seats
offered by Russian carriers
currently are ator just abo-
ve the 2019 levels. The num-
ber of aircraft in service is
T7lagainst874 in 2019,

“The Russian govern-
ment's forecast of passeng-
er traffic for the country’s
airlinesin2027isasignof a
muted future for a once dy-
namic market. Looking
ahead to 2027, it forecasts
that Russian airlines will
carry 98.8 million passeng-
ers — barely changed from
2024's figure,” CAPA said.

Trade relations between
India and Russia have sur-
ged despite US and Europe-
an sanctions, with India
among a few nations allo-
wing Russian carriers to
operate flights. Air India
remains one of the few air-
lines that continue to ope-
rate flights through Russi-
an airspace, gaining an ad-
vantage over European
and US rivals due to the
shorter flight time.
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MODI, SPANISH PM INAUGURATE TATA-AIRBUS FACILITY FOR €295 AIRCRAFT

New Complex Will Pave Way
for Making Civil Aircraft: PM

Says it reflects work
culture of a New India
andisinline with the
‘Make in India, Make
for the World' slogan

Our Political Bureav

New Delhi | Vadodara: The new
Tata-Airbus aircraft complex, that
will produce the C295 military
transport aircraft, can pave the
way for developing and manufac-
turing civil aircraft to meet the ne-
eds of India and the world in the fu-
ture, Prime Minister Narendra
Modisaid on Monday.

Speaking after inaugurating the
complex with his Spanish counter-
part Pedro Sanchez, the Prime Mi-
nister stressed that the facility re-
flects the work culture of a new In-
dia and is in line with the ‘Make in
India, Make for the World’ slogan.

The complex in Vadodara will
produce at least 52 of the military
transport aircraft, with the first
expected to be ready by 2026. No-
ting the growing demand of civil
aircraft in India, the PM said that
domestic airlines have ordered
1,200 planesintherecent pastasair
connectivity is being increased to
hundreds of small cities as well.

The newly-inaugurated factory
will play a major role in designing
and manufacturing civil aircraft
in the future, he said, adding that

PM Narendra Modi and his Spanish
counterpart Pedro Sanchez at the
Tata Aircraft Complex after its
inavguration in Vadodara

work is ongoing to make India a
hub for aviation, including Main-
tenance Repair and Overhaul. Mo-
di also expressed confidence that
the Tata-Airbus complex will also
exportaircraft in the future.

Taking a shot at the Opposition,
he said that a decade ago, the prio-
rity and identity of the Indian de-
fence sector was about imports.
“We expanded private sector par-
ticipation in defence manufactu-
ring, made public sector units mo-
re efficient, restructured ordnan-
ce factories into seven major coms-
panies, and empowered DRDO
and HAL,"” he said.

The new facility has come up as
part of a 321,935 crore deal signed
by the defence ministry in Sep-
tember 2021 to procure 56 of the
military transport aircraft.

A further order of 15 aircraft for
the Navy and Coast Guard is also
being processed. While the first
Indian made C295 is expected to
roll out in September 2026, six air-
craft have already been supplied
from an Airbus production line in
Spain.

‘CENTRE, MAHA GOVT CONSPIRED’
'Surrender’ of Maha interests: Cong

New Delhi: The Congress on Monday claimed that the
Tata-Airbus C-295 aircraft facility inaugurated in
Vadodara was earlier supposed to be set up in Nagpur
and alleged that under PM Narendra Modi's instruc-

tions, the Centre and Mahayuti dispensation have conspired to
ensure the "wholesale surrender” of Maharashtra’s interests. — PTI
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India and Ireland’s tax treaty benefits under lens post global pact to plug loopholes: I-T dept has served notices to offshore airline leasing firms

Sugata Ghosh & Forum Gandhi

Mumbai: For decades, Ireland has
been the hub for companies leasing
out aircraft to airlines in India. But
now, a question mark looms over
such deals. In a turn of events that
could change the way local airlines
acquire planes, at least three Irish
companies have been denied tax be-
nefits (provided under the treaty
between the two countries) by the In-
dian Income Iax (I-T department).

In the notices served to these off-
shore firms, the taxman has built its
case on the grounds that the prime
reason for these lessors to operate
from Ireland is to escape tax on the
operating lease rental they earned
from airlines in India.

By virtue of a tax-friendly treaty
between India and Ireland, such ear-
nings are neither taxed in Ireland
norare theairlinesrequired to with-
hold any tax before paying out the
rental to foreign lessors.

However, this arithmetic is under

scrutiny as India as well as Ireland
(besides with many countries) are
signatories to BEPS Multilateral In-
strument (MLI) which isan interna-
tionally co-ordinated measure to
plug loopholes in tax treaties.

The matters, pertaining to 2020-21
lease rentals, are lying before the
dispute resolution panel (DRP), an
alternative mecha-
nism steered by 3

== b
T I-T commissioners.
According to the
II;EIHI':I.'IHII'E ‘principal purpose
;E::F:HS test’ (PPT) under
Multilateral MLI, a benefit un-
Inst ant der a tax treaty wo

uld be denied if it is
concluded that obtaining tax benefit
wasone of theprincipal purposes of
an arrangement or transaction. Pit-
ted against thisdoctrine, foreign lea-
sing companies would try to convin-

ce the DRP that it wasn't the tax ad-

vantage that took them to Ireland,

but there are genuine commercial

reasons in setting up shop there,
Like real estate projects, every air-

Under Scrutiny

"~ 1 700 Indian carriers
e to have a combined

f'“"."aﬂ .| fleet of 806-811

ndian aviation aircraft by March

industry’s total Y 2
2025 (CAPA India)

order book

Registrations

from 30

aircraft leasing

cos have

happened at

IFSC Gift City

craft lease is done through separate
special purpose vehicles (SPVs) to
manage cash flows and make them
bankruptcy remote. However, these
SPVs have drawn the attention of
the tax office as these entities come
across as pass-through structures
which do not hire separately but are
serviced by employees of the parent
lessor:

Over

607%

of leased aircraft
worldwide are

managed by
Irish-based

leasing cos (PWC)

BHAVIN G

ADVANTAGEGIFT?

Interestingly, the story is playing
out at a point when GIFT City is
marketing the advantages of set-
tingupanaircraftleasing business
in the International Financial Ser-
vices Centre in Gujarat. Besides a
10-year tax holiday (on lease ren-
tals), the rent paid out by a GIFT
company to a lessor in another ju-

risdiction is also spared of any
withholding tax rule.

Under the circumstances, a fore-
ign lessor currently operating
from Ireland can set up a company
in GIFT to lease in aircraft and
then lease them out to airlines in
India. Here, the GIFT entity will
not have to deduct tax before pay-
ingouttherental totheoriginal les-
sor in Ireland. It may also earn a
margin from the two legs of the
transactions.

“Some of the foreign lessors may
not be averse to the idea of setting
up outfits in GIFT. In fact, there are
reports of airlines in India ente-
ring into lease deals with some
GIFTfirmsforengines, supporting
equipmentandeven aircraft acqui-
sition. But these companies have
another concern: what if theI-T de-
partment invokes GAAR on the
groundsthata GIFT entity doesnot
have adequate 'substance’ and was
formed simply to save tax?,” said
an industry person familiar with
the developments.

GAAR or general anti-avoidance
rule, under the tax law, aims to
strip tax benefits in a transaction
or business arrangement that
lacks commercial substance (like
paper companies with no office or
staff).

According to tax circles, the out-
come of DRP proceedings could
vary from case to case. “For instan-
ce, an old established company
may have a better chance beforethe
DRP than a lessor who started ope-
rations in Ireland only a few years
ago,” said asenior tax practitioner.
In butteressing its point that most
lessors were lured by the tax ex-
emption in Ireland, the I-T depart-
ment has referred to a representa-
tion by the lessor industry body
that Ireland should sign similar
tax treaties with other countries.

“Will the tax disputes indirectly
benefit GIFT? We don’t know. The-
seareearly daysand it’s the first ti-
me aircraft lease deals are being
tested by the principles of MLI,"
said an industrv person.
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AIR INDIAFIRSTTO
MODIFY AIRCRAFT
INTERIORS IN-HOUSE

TATA GROUP-OWNED
Air India has become
the first Indian airline
to be allowed to

modify the interiors of its
aircraft, in-house. The company
on Monday said it has received
"design organisation approval”
approval from the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA).
It is working with Pune-based
Tata Technologies to execute
restoration tasks for the fleet.
This comes at a time when flight
delays and ageing fleet are
making it difficult for Air India to
compete with rivals like Dubai's
Emirates and Qatar Airways.

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

READ TO LEAD
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Boeing to raise $22 bn
to shore up finances

-Dﬂ'er includes Qﬂvmn
common stock, §5-bn
convertible stock

UTKARSH SHETTI
October 28

BOEIMG ©OH MONDAY
launched a stock offering that
coubd miseupto 51 2billion as
the planemaker looks to
strengthen  its  finances
squeezed by an over month-
long strike by its workers and
preserve its investment-grade
credit rating.

The movewillboost Bocing's
battered finances, which have
worsened sinee roughly 33,000
afitsworkers representedisthe
machinists unlon walked off
hsedr jobs in Sepie mber, halting
production of models including
it cash-cow 737 MAX alrcrait,

The company is offering 20
millkon in common stock and
55 billion in mandatory con-
vertible securitics

“The offering is certainly
favourable for credit quality.
We'll factor it intoour assess
maent of the rating in the con-
text of continued negative free
cashflow,” sald Ben Tsocanos,
aerospace director at S&F
Global Ratings.

Boctng has never fallen
below the investment-grade
mting.

If the primary offering is
aversubscribed, the company
hasan option to ssue 1 3.5 mil-
lion shares more and can
increase the mandatory con

THWARTING D'DWNGRLDE

Rifthe primary offering is
=10 LI AT o r||'_‘lv|:\':|I t b frmy
has an option to issue 13.5
millizn shares more and
can increase the
mandatory convertible
offering by $750 million

B Rating agencies have
warmed that a prulangud
strike may lead toa
downgrade in the
planemakers credit rating,
likety pushing up the cost
of capatal

vertible offering by another
5750 million, according to a
termsheet seen by Reuters.
Based on Friday's dosing
price, Bocing can raise §13.95
billion from the common stodk
offering and an additional $1.1
billion if the issue is oversub-
.-:l:rl.bnd.ﬂu:rup;h such isoes an
typically priced at a discount to
ensure enoughdemand. i can
alzo raise up ta 55.75 billion
fromm the mandatonycome rtiblie
affering, the term sheet sabd.
The offerings are expected
tobe priced aftermarkets close
on Monday. Shares were last
dewn 180G In mornngtrading.
The mandatory convertible
securities ancbeing marketod to
imestarswith a dividend mnge
of 60% to 6.5%, and a pre-
miumef 17 5%t0 22.5% o the
stock’s last dmin,g |:|r.i|:|:- of

5155.01, forwhen they convert
Into shares at or before the
maturity date of October 15,
2027.4 capital raise is essential
for Boeing topreserve itsinvest-
ment-grade cradit rating, Rat-
ing agencies havewarned thata
prolonged strike may kead toa
down grade in the planemaker’s
crodit rating, likely pushing up
the ru:l:nfn:a]rita].

The plancmaker was
alreadyrecling undera regul
tor-imposed cap on produc-
then of ks MAX jets after a Jan-
uary rbd-akr panel blewout

Thie combination of labeur
woes and ks production prob-
bems have caused it te burncash
in the last three quarters. Last
woek, the company reported a
56 hilion third -quarter kessand
said it would burm cash next
year, —REUTERS
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Govt yet to name civil
aviation security chief

Prawesh Lama
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The government is
yet to appoint the new chief of the
Bureau of Civil Aviation and Secu-
rity (BCAS), even as the current
director general(DG) is set to retire
on October 31

Officials in the agency, which
oversees aviation security said the
appointment is important because
BCAS is front-and-centre of the
responseto bomb threats that the
country’s airlines have been
besieged by over the past month.
A senior Indian Police Service offi-
cerof director general/police com-
missioner rank is usually
appointed DG (BCAS). The current
chief, Zulfiquar Hasan is an IPS
officer of the 1988 batch.

Appointing a chief for BCAS
before Hasan's superannuation is
also important because the postof
joint director general (JDG) of
BCAS has also been vacant for
over 10 months. The joint director
general (JDG) too is a senior IPS
officer, who functions as the
chief’s deputy and works from
BCAS headquartersin New Delhi.

A mid-level officer in BCAS,
who asked not to be named, said:
“The last joint director general,
Jaideep Prasad was repatriated to
his parent cadre, Madhya Pra-
desh(MP) police as the additional
director general(ADG) MP police
last year. He is an officer of the
1995 batch Indian Police Service.
No officer has joined as the joint
director general here. After the
DG, the other IPS officers in BCAS
are from junior batches.”

In October alone, airports. flight
operators, police, and CISF units
across different states received
over 300 bomb threats . All were
hoaxes, but they still disrupted
flight operations and resulted in
losses to the airlines; and in each
case, theairlineand security agen-

NEW DELHI: More than 60
flights of Indian carriers
received bomb threats on
Monday, sources said.

In 15 days, over 410 domes-
tic and international flights
operated by the Indian carri-
ers have received hoax bomb
threats. Most of the threats
were issued through social
media.

The sources in the know
said around 21 flights each of
Air India and IndiGo, and
about 20 flights of Vistara
received the threats on Mon-
day. An Air India spokesper-
son said a number of its
flights were subject to secu-
rity threats received on social
media on Monday.

“Following the laid down

Over 60 Indian carriers get
bomb threats; 410in 15 days

protocols, relevant authori-
ties were immediately
alerted, and all security pro-
cedures strictly adhered to,
as per guidance from the reg-
ulatory authorities,” the
spokesperson said.
Meanwhile, against the
backdrop of a spate of hoax
bomb threats to airlines, the
IT Ministry has asked social
media platforms to observe
due diligence obligations and
promptly remove or disable
access to misinformation
within the strict timelines
prescribed under IT rules.
Also, the civil aviation
ministry is looking to take
legislative actions to tackle
the menace of the hoax
bomb threats to airlines. pTi

cies had to follow the prescribed
protocol. The BCAS chief has been
part of all important meetings
with the civil aviation minister,
home secretary and chiefs of other
agencies handling such threats.
Airports such as Delhi, Mumbai
and Lucknow have been on high
alert for several hours on different
days due to the threats.

A senior IPS officer, who asked
not to be named, said that if the
government doesn't appoint a new
chief by Wednesday, it is likely that
a serving DG from a paramilitary
force could be given charge of
BCAS. The officer said that BCAS
along with the civil aviation minis-
try isalsoin the process of making
changes to the security protocol
when such threats are received.
“The order was expected last
week. On Saturday the govern-

ment repatriated DOPT Vivek
Joshi to the Haryana cadre. The
current Haryana chief secretaryis
retiring on October 31 Joshi, being
the seniormost in the cadre, is
likely the next chief secretary. As
his order was issued on Saturday,
many senior IPS officers too were
expecting a similar order related
to BCAS. Most probably, the new
officer will be from 1991, 1992 or
1993 batch,” this person added.
BCAS is primarily responsible
for prescribing security measures
by laying Aviation Security Stan-
dardsin accordance with Annex-
ure 17 to Chicago Convention of
ICAO for airport operators, air-
lines operators, and their security
agencies. CISF implements the
rules prescribed by BCAS. Itis also
involved in planning and coordi-
nation of aviation security matters,
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[ HOAX BOMB THREATS }

Govtissues advisory to social media firms

Aditi Agrawal

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Social media compa-
nies must remove hoax bomb
threats from their platform
within the prescribed legal time
frame, report them to the gov-
ernment agencies concerned,
and share information about
such posts and users with the
authorised agencies within 72
hours, or they could be treated
as abettors and be held liable for
consequential actions under
Indian laws, the ministry of elec-
tronics and information technol-
ogy said in an advisory issued on
Friday, following a spate of hoax
bomb threats that hit the avia-
tion sector earlier this month.

It also said that they must pro-
vide all information under their
control to authorised govern-
ment agencies within 72 hours
so that the agencies can identify
the perpetrators and begin pro-
ceedings against them.

“[T]here is an additional lLiabil-
ity on concerned intermediaries
under the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 [“BNSS"]
to mandatorily report certain
offences perceived to be commit-
ted by any user of their platform
that includes, among others, any
act with the intent to threaten or
likely to threaten the unity,
integrity, sovereignty, security,
or economic security of India. In
addition to the above, the IT
Rules, 2021 obligates the inter-
mediaries to provide informa-
tion under its control or posses-
sion, or assistance to the Govern-
ment agency which is lawfully
authorised for investigative or
protective or cyber security

What the advisory says

The advisory comes in the wake of nearly 300 flights receiving
hoax bomb threats since October 14, via posts on social media

® Take down all hoax bomb threats

® Report posts to authorities

-mhhmlhnuiﬂihlnhuhhh
identify hoaxers

diligence not followed

activities, for the purposes of
verification of identity, or for the
prevention, detection, investiga-
tion, or prosecution, of offences
under any law for the time being
in force, or for cyber security
incidents, well within the stipu-
lated time frames (as soon as
possible but not later than 72
hours),” the advisory said.

The advisory told the social
media intermediaries that safe
harbour provisions would not
apply if they do not promptly
remove misinformation that
affects public order and security
of the state such as hoax bomb
threats, and they could stand to
be charged under the relevant
sections of applicable laws,
including the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita 2023 and the Informa-
tion Technology Act.

This advisory comes days
after a senior MeitY official con-
vened a meeting with X/Twitter,
Meta, Google and Telegram, tell-
ing them to promptly share data
with law enforcement agencies
about the accounts that are issu-

ing hoax bomb threats. At that
meeting on October 22, joint sec-
retary Sanket Bhondve warned X
in particular that failing to act
could make it an abettor in this
situation. HT reported on Octo-
ber 23 that after the aviation sec-
tor was hit by this slew of hoax
bomb threats, Indian airlines
asked the government whether
there was a mechanism through
which social media platforms do
not allow bomb and terror
threats, hoax or otherwise, to be
uploaded publicly. Instead, the
airlines want social media com-
panies to proactively detect them
before they are uploaded and
report them to the relevant
authorities.

“Such hoax bomb threats are
mostly misinformation that is
massively disrupting the public
order, operations of airlines and
security of the airline travellers.
In this regard, it should be noted
that intermediaries, including
social media intermediaries
have a due diligence obligation
under the Information Technol-

ogy Act, 2000 (“IT Act”) and the
Information Technology (Inter-
mediary Guidelines and Digital
Media Ethics Code Rules, 2021
(“IT Rules, 2021") to promptly
remove such misinformation
that affects public order and
security of the state,” the advi-
sory said. The advisory says that
social media intermediaries can
stand to lose their safe harbour
protection, that is, protection
from liability for third party con-
tent, if they do not follow their
due diligence obligations under
the IT Rules “or abet or aid, in
the commission of the unlawful
act”. If they fail to remove these
bomb threats, “they shall be lia-
ble for consequential actions as
provided under any law”, the
advisory said.

According to the 2022 amend-
ments made to the IT Rules,
2021, all intermediaries must
make “reasonable efforts by
itself, and to cause the users of
its computer resource to not
host, display, upload, modify,
publish, transmit, store, update
or share any information that™ is
a threat to public order, security
of the state, or causes incitement
to commit any cognisable
offence, amongst other things.
When consultations on these
amendments were held in 2022,
the intermediaries and industry
bodies that this provision would
mean scanning content for ille-
gality before it was even
uploaded. MeitY told social
media companies at the meeting
to promptly give the government
and law enforcement agencies
information related to bomb
threats. This includes, but is not
limited to, details of the person

who posted it. Social media com-
panies said they would be
prompt but the requests for
information must come from
authorised officers, HT has
learnt. After the meeting, in
response to HT's questions, an X
spokesperson said, “We prohibit
violent threats on X and take any
such reports seriously. That
includes and is not limited to
threats to harm civilian infra-
structure essential to daily, civic
or business activities. Our teams,
systems and reporting channels
are at work around the clock to
keep X safer for all our users in
India.” The platform did not
reply to HT's question about
how it was proactively monitor-
ing these hoax bomb threats as
they now appear to be following
a particular pattern.

Between October 14 and now,
more than 300 flights have
received these hoax bomb
threats, causing them to be
diverted and in some cases
escorted by military jets in other
countries as per aviation security
protocols. Each such disruption
costs the airline in question
about ¥3 crore, according an air-
line executive. On Monday,
Union civil aviation minister
Ram Mohan Naidu said the gov-
ernment planned to classify
bomb hoaxes as a “cognisable
offence” with longer potential
sentences and place perpetrators
on a no-fly list as the chaos trig-
gered by the false threats contin-
ued unabated. Law enforcement
agencies are looking at whether
these threats are a larger part of
a/‘conspiracygiven that they have
now been-sent to schools and
universities aswell. .
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At least 50
flights receive
bomb threats,
two diverted

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

At least 50 flights operated
by Indian airlines received
bomb threats and two of
them were diverted on
Sunday, according to
sources.

In 14 days, more than
350 flights operated by In-
dian carriers have received
hoax bomb threats, most
of them through social me-
dia. Akasa Air on Sunday
said 15 of its flights got se-
curity alerts and after tho-
rough inspections, all air-
craft were released for
operations. The sources in
the know said IndiGo re-
ceived threats for 18 flights
and Vistara for 17 flights.

Measures under way
Union Civil Aviation Minis-
ter K. Rammohan Naidu on
Sunday said the Centre was
mulling steps to ban those
who issued hoax bomb
threats from flying. The IT
Ministry asked social me-
dia platforms to observe
due diligence obligations
and promptly remove or
disable access to misinfor-
mation within strict time-
lines under IT rules.
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COLLABORATES WITH TATATECHNOLOGIES

Air India gets DGCA nod for in-house

modification of aircraft interiors

SUKALPSHARMA
NEWDELHI, OCTOBER 28

AIR INDIA his recened the regi-
latory approval that willallow the
arfine toindependenthy make air-
craft interior design changes and
modifications ir-house and not
fu by depend onthind paty senvice
providers. The Design
Organisation Approval (DOA)
from the Directorate Ceneral of
Cwal Mvation { DOCA) comes at a
trmewhen the arline has initiated
amuilti-million dollar retrof it pro-
gramme tospruce up the infer-
iors of its legacy aircraft

With the DOA in place, the
Tata group airdine is also collabo-
rating with another group con-
pany—Tata Technologies—to en-
hance the cabin interiors ofits
fleet

“Ajr India is the first airline in
India to attain this kevel of autho-
msation, accelerating its ability o
eiecube resioration tasks for cone
tinuous improvement of its
fieet_The DOA is atrandfommative
gep towads enhancing Airindia’s
in-house capabilities, which has
been bolstered by dedsions toset
L iLS OWT engineering, mainte-

nance and training Balities, This
will enhance operational effi-
cency and make the airine more
self-relant,"the aidne s ina re-
lease.

While Air Indlias focus cur-
rently would beonimproving and
mantaining mtenors of its feet
and that of its no-frills airfine Air
India Express, the DOA certifies
the compam/ 45 a design organ-
sation, which enables it to offer
these servaces toother aidines, On
its part, the aidine did notcom-
ment onwhether it was looking
at offering seivices to other air-
lines.

“Air India has chosen Tata
Technologies as its strategic part-
nerto revolutionise its afrcraft in-

Fie

teriors,. Tata Technologies will
provide end-to-end solutions,
from design and validation 1o
weight optimisation and er-
gonomiccongderations Thesein-
novations are set (o redefine the
passenger experience by ensur-
ng that akrcraft interiors are not
only functional and safe but also
futurepood, providing passengers
with modem comifior and state-
of-the-art technology,” Tata
Technologies sad ina separate re-
lexse.

Tata Technobogies saxd that its
deep experience working with
leading aemspace onginal equip-
ment manufacturers will be cre-
cial in the process. Tata
Technologies has expertise in

lightweight materials, advanced
design,and validation technigues,
which it believe s will help Air
Inclia optimize the feet's perform-
ance, safetyt and efliciency

“This collaboration also posi-
tions Tata Technologies & a key
player in streambning Alr India's
operations by ntegrating innova-
tive digital thread sohitions and
smart Mainfenance, Repair, and
Cverhaul { MRO) services. These
solutions will improve opera-
ticnal efficiency, reduce down-
time, and ensure that Airlndia's
fleet remams inop condition, fur-
ther enhancing passenger safety
and operational reliability,” Tata
Technologies said

Adr India was acquared by the
Tatasin January 2022 from the
govemment. Under government
control, Air indiaveas under inan-
cial gress and this reflected inits
o] et and service quialiny which
was seen as below the sandards
expected from a full-senvice car-
net Whilke the now-privatised ar-
line hasordered hund redsof new
aircraft and recently initiated a
mammoth feet modemisation
and expanaon plan, it still has a
large number of legacy arcralt
that arein arundown state
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IndiGo set for smoother takeofT after a turbulent quarter

palavi pengondagilivemint com

shares lost 8% on Monday

after higher costs marred
the airline company's Sep
tember guarter (QE2FY25)
results, leading to a worse-
than-estimated net loss of
L9940 crore. Naturally, the
promiar show has tnggered acal
inenrnings estimates for FY'25
and FY26. Interizlobe runs
Inelito, India s largest airline.,

Jetteries India has cut its
FY 25 earnings pershane est
mtes by 12% an Q2 miss, and
FY26-FY27 by 2% each, While
theSeptember quarter issea

I nierialobe Aviation Lil's

sonallvwealk, there were other
heathwimds oo that bt
Inditro. The peak mumber of
alreraft om the grouml (ACG)
inCX2EY 25 meant costlier ot
igation measures, Also, fuel
cost per ASK vailable seal
kilometre) rose 1% on
increased consamption due o
changesin the Deet mi risein
VAT onaviation fuel in some
sLales H!I‘I Hii'l'll'll" I:'(Irl_;_,'li ik,
The good news is that
IndiGGo's current grounded
aircraft have reduced to the
high-G0s from the mid-70s
seenin HIFYZS, lanticipates
that the groundings will con
Uit Loy mnasclerates to suli-60
lewed By 200 240wl and Lo 40

Moving slowly

IndiGa's capacity growth dropped to a mult-guarter

lowe in Q2FYZS

B Availabde saas bm do balion)
A0
30
20

b}

L1

QIFYn
it

by the start of FY26, “Thae
impact on profitability rekted
to the costlics mitigation
measures will also start to

= Yearanyeargmwi (in 55 {rghl-hand scai|

U_:.n.-‘.r' o

sanirce: Company, Mol Gswal Firanclal Services

PRARNAY BHARDWALMINT

]IHII"E"I:I“' AS W slar nefurmn
ing the shori-term damp

beases sometime n fest hall ol

next vear,” said the manage-

ment in the camingscall.

I Q2FY 25, InediGio s cagrae
ity in terms of ASK rose 8%
yeuey. [expieetsa refronndin
passenger traffic in the sea
sonallystrong (3. It seesy-o-v
capacity growvth in carly dou-
ble-digits for FY 25,

IndiCro's taillor-macde busi-
ness clissolfering will star in
three weeks on the Delhi-
Mumibai route, Further, the
capacity share of the interna-
tional segment is expectedto
reach the targeted levels of
30 by FY25-end.

Dessprite Mondday's dreogs in
the share price, IndiGo's
investors are siting on 35%
gins sn farin 2004 Nuvama

Institutional Equities has
loswngraded Inelitio's rating
o hinkd’, citing valuaton pre-
nuiuarne b mmajor global peers,
slowing domestic demand
and overcapacity concerns.

“Sep-Nov'24 Mlight sched-
ules imply a domestic share
loss as well. Relentless pro-
mter selling while IndiGo
shifis from low-cost cirrier to
# hvbrid el raises risk,”
saicl the Nuvamareport dated
27 October,

Sure, a muted outlook on
fuel prices helps. However,
teextent towhich this Gctar
can aid earnings needs closer
tracking alomgewith how prc-
ing pans out in the indostry,
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Bomb hoaxes: Social media
advisory raises concerns
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Air India gets DGCA nod to carry out interior modifications

ir Inedia has received aviation regulator DGCA s (Directorate Generalof
A Civil Aviation)approval to carry out modifications in aircraft interiors

in-honse as the Tata group-owned airline works on revamping itsfleet
and expanding operations, The full- servicecarrier has a collaboration with
Tata Technologies to enhance aircraft interiors in its fleet.

In arelease on Monday, AirIndia said the desian organizition approval
(M0A}rom the DGCA will epable the aidine W independently make design
changes in-howse and implement modificationsto its aircraft interiors more
elliently, "THA isa transformativestep towardsenhancing Air India’s in
house capahilities, which has been bolstered by decisions to setup itsown
engineering, maintenance and training fac dities. This will enhance operational
eflciency andmake the aidine more sell-reliang,” the rebease added,

Alr India isthe first Indian airline to attain this level of anthorization, : A -

sl I‘illrl" its: 1|.nl|h Por s iibe festarat ion tasks lor continious Air India has a collaboration with Tata Technalogies to enhance the
improve uwntuf'l.hill.'fﬁ the release said, PTI interiors of aircraft in its fleet ATl
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At least 50 flights
receive bhomb threats;
2 diverted on Sunday

l‘nnengem outside Jodhpur airport after an Indngu‘s PuneJndhpur
flight was diverted to Ahmedabad airport following a bomb threat Pl

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: According
to sources, at least 50 flights
operated by Indian airlines
received bomb threats and
two of them were diverted on
Sunday.

In 14 days, more than 350
flights operated by the Indian
carriers have received hoax
bomb threats. Most of the
threats were issued through
social media.

Akasa Air on Sunday said
15 of its flights got security
alerts and after thorough
inspections, all aircraft were
released for operations.

The sources in the know
said IndiGo received threats
for 18 flights and Vistara for
17 flights.

At least two IndiGo
flights were diverted fol-
lowing threats. Its flight 6E
133 (Pune to Jodhpur) was

In 14 days, more
than 350 flights
operated by the
Indian carriers
have received
hoax bomb
threats

diverted to Ahmedabad and
6F 87 (Kozhikode to Dam-
mam) was diverted to Mum-
bai, an official said.
According to an IndiGo
statement, the flights that
received security-related alerts
include 6E 11 (Delhi-Istan-
bul), 6E 92 (Jeddah-Mumbai),
6E 112 (Goa-Ahmedabad), 6E
125 (Bengaluru-Tharsuguda),
6E 127 (Amritsar- Ahmed-
abad) and 6E 135 (Kolkata-
Pune). Continuved on P&

Atleast 50 fhights
receive homb
threats...

Among others are 6E 149 (Hyder-
abad to Bagdogra), 6E 173 (Delhi to
Bengaluru), 6E 175 (Bengaluru to

Delhi), 6E 197 (Raipur to
Hyderabad), 6E 248 (Mumbai to
Kolkata), 6E 277
(Ahmedabad-Lucknow), 6E 312
{Bengaluru to Kolkata), 6E 235
(Kolkata-Bengaluru) and 6E 74
(Riyadh-Mumbai).

Union Civil Aviation Minister K
Rammohan Naidu on Sunday said
the Centre is mulling steps to ban per-
petrators, who resort to hoax bomb
threats, from flying.

The minister also said besides
taking support from international
agencies, law enforcement wings
and the Intelligence Bureau to
prevent these fake threats, the
union government is also mulling to
amend two Civil Aviation Laws.

Against the backdrop of a spate of
hoax bomb threats to airlines,
the IT Ministry has asked social
media platforms to observe due
diligence obligations and promptly
remove or disable access to misinfor-
mation within the strict
timelines prescribed under IT rules.
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Spicelet tostart32
new flights this week

New Delhl: Spicelet on Monday
said it has launched 32 new
flights for wintar schedule that
commenced this week. Of thesa,
30 are operating in domestic
sector and two are conmecting
the national capital with
Prwket. The winter schedule
ineludes foir new flights fram
Mumbal to Patna, Gorakhpur,
Varanasi and Goa, Winter
schedule |4 from October 27,
2024 till March 29, 2025, ENS
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Air India gets DGCA nod to carry out in-
house modifications of aircraft interiors

PME W NEW DELHI

The Directorate General of
Civil Awiation [(DGCA)
approved a proposal from Air
India to  carry oot
maodifications in  aircrafi
interiors in-house as the Tata
Group-owned airline works
on revamping its fleet and
expanding operations.

The full-service carrier has a
collaboration  with  Tata
Technologies to  enhance
aircraft interiors in its fleet.
In a release on Monday, Air
India said the Design
Organisation Apprm':ﬂ
(DAY from the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA} will enable the
airline to independently make
design changes in-house and
implement modifications to
its aircraft interiors more
efficiently.

‘DOA is a transformative ste
towards enhancing Air India’s
in-house capabilities, which
has been bolstered by
decisions to set up its own
cngim:n:ring, _maintenance
and training facilities. This
will enhance operational
efficiency and make the
airline more self-reliant,” it
added.

An official said the approval
will also allow Air India to
offer the services to other

-y

. T
Indian airines in the future.
Air India is the first Indian
girline to attain this level of
authorisation, accelerating its
ability to execute restoration
tasks for continuous
improvement of its fleet, the
release said.

Air India Chief Executive
Officer and  Managing
Director Campbell Wilson
said the approval reatfirms its
capahbilities to maintain the
fleet and commitment to
enhancing  the customer
expericnce of its  aircraft
interiors.

"By leweraging our global
aeTOspace expertise, we arne
committed to delivering next-
generation gircraft interiors
that not only meet the highest
standards ol}fundi.nn,:l.litv and
safety  but  also enhance
customer satisfaction,” Tata
Technologies Chief Executive
Officer and  Managing
Dvirector Warren Harris said.
The approval aleo comes at a
time when Air India is
retrofitting its legacy planes

AR INMDIA

and has also  placed
significant orders for new
aircraft.

According to the release on
Monday, the art:m:rih:ii:l with
Tata Technologies will help
Air India streamline its
operations by integratin
innovative  digital threa
solutions and smart
maintenance, repair, and
overhaul (MRO) services.
"This will improve
operational efficiency, reduce
downtime, and ensure that
Air India’s fleet remains fit to
fly,  further enhancing
passenger safety, comfort an
operational reliahility,” the
release said.

Tata Air India Group has
three airlines -- Air India, Air
India Express and Vistara,
which is a jeint venture
between Tatas and Singapore
Airlines Air India and Air
India Express together have
more than 230 planes. Vistara,
which has a fleet of 70 planes,
is set 1o be merged with Air
India on November 11.
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Hoax bomb threat calls led to 1400 Crore loss

lawrs. However, the
government  is cxp!nrlnﬁ
stricter measures to deter suc
incidents and prevent the
mounting  financial and

access o misinformation
within the strict timelines
prescribed under IT rules.

Also, the Civil Avistion
ministry is looking to take

From page 1 its flights were subject to
security threats received on
social media on Monday.

“Following the laid down

protocols, relevant autharities

Reports suggest that the daily
rental cost of u Boeing 777
ranges between $17,000 and

Hoax bomb threat calls

E

led to 31400 Crore loss

RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI

As the number of hoax
bomb threat messages to
domestic and international
flights crossed owver 400,
leading to financial loss up to
Rs 12 to 140 crore 1o
Indian carriers so far As
many as 410 domestic and
international flights operated
by the Indian carriers have
received hoax bomb threats in
the last 15 days. More than 60
flights of Indian carriers
received bomb thrests on
Monday.

Once a flight is canceled or
delaved due 10 a bomb hoax, a
ripple eftect of delays and
cancellations of other flights
occurs adding te financial
losses for not the airline but
the flying public. The event is
not just a safety concern bat
also means a costly affair for

an airline.

“The overall financial damage
of the hoax, including costs
for unscheduled lending,
passenger accommaodations,
aircraft grounding, and crew
replacements, is E:aiected
from Rs 25 lakh to Bs 4 crome
per incident.” said an airline
executive, who spoke on
condition of anonymity.

The overall costs escalate
when additional expenses

such as unexpected landing

charges, hotel
accommadations for over 2040
passengers  and  crew,
compensation for missed

connections, groonding the
aircraft for thnmugﬂ] checks,
and arranging a fresh crew are
factored in. Meanwhile, the
airline also faced financial
losses from the disruption of
its return {light scheduole.
Continued on page 2

$20,000, and a diversion of
cancellation means huoge
financial losses for the airlines.
Sources said aroond 21 flights
each of Air India and IndiGo,
and ahout 20 flights of Vistara

received the threats on
Monday. ~ An Air India
spokesperson said a number of

were immediately alerted. and
all security procedures strictly
adhered to, as per guidance
from the regulatory
authorities,” the spokesperson
said in a statement Corrently,
actions against hoax bom

threats are handled by the
palice under existing criminal

operational  strain  on  the
aviation indostry.,

Meanwhile, against the
hackdrop of a spate of hoax
bomb threats to airlines, the IT
Ministry has asked social
media platforms 10 ohserve
due diligence obligations and
promptly remove or disable

legistative actions to tackle the
menace of the hoax bomb
threats to girlines. On Sunday,
Civil Awviation Minister K
Rammohan Maidu said the
Centre is mulling steps to ban

rpetrators, who resort to
pax bomb threats, from
fhving.
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Over 350 hoax homb threat calls, only two arrests?

PIDNEER NEWS SERVICE m
MEW DELHI

Hnax bomb callers have
continued to  target
commercial  flights and
premium hotels across the
country, causing significant
financial losses and delays. At
least 50 flights belonging to
Akasa Air, IndiGo, and Vistara
received bomb threats on
Sunday. So far, more than 350
flights have received hoax
bomb threats in the last
14 days.

In some cases, the threats were
issued to flights that had
already been operated for the
day or were not scheduled to

operate. Besides, dozens of

premium hotels in four states-
West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh,
Gujarat, and Andhra Pradesh
have also received threat
messages in the past three
days, prompting the security
agencies to launch search
operations. Most of the threats
were issued through social
media.

In the backdrop of worrying
trends of hoax threat messages
to airlines, the government is
taking support from
international agencies, law
enforcement wings

and the
Intelligence

i,

Burcau to prevent these fake
threats. Intelligence sources
said there is an attempt to hit
the economy via the aviation
sector and the hospitality
sector during the festive
season. Meanwhile, airlines
and passengers remain in a
state of uncertainty due to
these hoax call messages.
According to sources, IndiGo
received threats for 18 flights
and Vistara for 17 flights.
Akasa Air received threats for
15 flights.
At least two IndiGo
flights were diverted

following threats. Its flight 6E
133 (Pune to Jodhpur) was
diverted to Ahmedabad and
6E 87 (Kozhikode to
Dammam) was diverted to
Mumbai. According to an
IndiGo statement, the flights
that received security-related
alerts include 6E 11 (Delhi-
Istanbul), 6E 92 (Jeddah-
Mumbai), 6E 112 (Goa-
Ahmedabad), 6E 125
{Bengaluru-Tharsuguda), 6E
127 (Amritsar-Ahmedabad)
and 6E 135 (Kolkata-Pune).

Among others flights targeted
were 6E 149 (Hyderabad to

FILE PHOTO/PTI

Bagdogra), 6E 173 (Delhi to
Bengaluru}, 6E 175
(Bengaluru to Delhi), 6E 197
(Raipur to Hyderabad), 6E 248
{Mumbai to Kolkata), 6E 277
(Ahmedabad-Lucknow), &E
312 (Bengaluru to Kolkata),
6E 235 (Kolkata-Bengaluru)
and 6E 74 (Riyadh-Mumbai).
Akasa Air issued a statement,
confirming in a brief that its
Emergency Response Team is
actively monitoring  the
situation and is in contact with

security and  regulatory
authorities. "We are following
all safety and security

procedures in coordination
with local authorities, and the
Akasa Air teams on ground
are prepared to  assist
passengers to ensure their
safety and comfort," read
Akasa Air's statement posted
on X. This has created a panic
among air passengers amid the
ongoing festive season.
According to Akasa Air, on
Sunday, a bomb threat was
reported on a flight enroute
from Bengaluru to Delhi via
Gorakhpur, which was found
to be a an.x after inspection.
During a thorough inspection
at the Gorakhpur airport, no
suspicious item was found,
Gorakhpur Airport director
RK Parasher said.The flight
landed in Gorakhpur at 1.33
pm and the door opened at
1.50 pm. The aircraft was
carrying 174 passengers and
three infants. The inspection
of the aircraft and the
passengers continued till 2.42
pm and the flight took off at
3.43 pm for Delhi, Parasher
said.
Ahead of the plane's arrival,
the airport saw a high-security
response, with police, Indian
Air Force, Bomb Detection
and Disposal Squad, fire
brigade, and medical teams
arriving on the site.
Continued on page 8

Over 350 hoax bomb threat calls, only two arrests?

From page 1

Senior officials also rushed
to the scene to manage the
situation, he
said.Passengers were safely
evacuated, and a thorough
inspection of the aircraft
was conducted, revealing no
suspicious items. Following

the all-clear, the flight
continued its journey to
Delhi.

Responding to a query after
formally inaugurating two
flights Visakhapatnam-
Vijayawada, Union Civil
Aviation Minister K
Rammohan Naidu on

Sunday said the government
is taking support from
international agencies, law
enforcement wings and the
Intelligence  Bureau to
revent these fake threats.
"The investigation is going
on,” he added.

Meanwhile, a total 35 hotels
and a temple also received
bomb threat messages,
these include 10 premium
hotels in Lucknow, 10 hotels
in Rajkot, 10 in Kolkata and
several hotels and a temple
in Tirupati. These hoax
threats were made in the
past three days.

An email sent to a hotel

threatened that explosions
would take place if a
ransom demand of USD
55,000 (Rs 4,624,288) was
not met. "Bombs are hidden
in black baps on the
grounds of your hotel. I
want USD 55,000, or I will
detonate the explosives and
blood will spill everywhere.
Any attempt at defusing the
bombs will detonate them,"
read the threat email.

Against the backdrop of a
spate of hoax bomb threats
to airlines, the IT Ministry
has asked social media
platforms to observe due
diligence obligations and

promptly remove or disable
access to misinformation
within the strict timelines
prescribed under IT rules.
Meanwhile, the  civil
aviation ministry is looking
to take legislative actions to
tackle the menace of the
hoax bomb threats to
airlines.

On Saturday, Delhi police
had arrested a 25-year-old
unemployed man for
making hoax bomb threats,
marking only the second
arrest since a spate of such
threats began being issued
to airlines last week.
According to police, the

man admitted to making
the threats to draw
attention to himself after
seeing n:rorts of similar
calls on television.

A case was registered and
investigations revealed that
the account belonged to
Shubham Upadhyay from
Rajapuri in west Delhi's
Uttam Nagar area,
Upadhyay was arrested and,
on being  questioned,
revealed that he had made
the threats to garner
attention  after  seeing
reports of similar calls on
TV.

On October 16, the Mumbai

Police had taken a 17-year-
old school dropout from
Rajnandgaon in
Chhattisgarh into custody
for threats made to four
flights on October 14. After
ispute with a friend over
money, the teenager had
allegedly created an X
handle in his name and
made threats to frame him.
Of the four flights to which
the boy had issued the
threats, two were delaye
including Air India }’iight
Al 119 from Mumbai te
New York, which was
diverted to New Delhi - and
one had to be cancelled.
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Hoax threats hit another 50 flights,
govt seeks help of 1r1t | agencies, IB

Times News NETwoRK

New Delhi/Panaji: The del-
uge of anonyvmous online hoax
threats causing turbulence in
airline operations since mid-
Oct continued Sunday, affect-
ing over 50 flights operated by
various carriers amid futile at-
termnpis by the govt to get social
media platforms to filter such
Messages.

IndiGo alone received “se-
curity-related alerts™ for 18
flights through the day of
which two — Pune-Jodhpur
(6E 133) and Kozhikode-Dam-
mam (6E 87) —had to be divert-
ed to Ahmedabad and Mum-
bai, respectively. Vistara and
Akasa were among the other
airlines whose schedule was
disrupted by the mandatory re-
quirement of putting their air-

TURBULENT TIMES: 350 planes
caught in mayhem in last 14 days

craft thrrough protocol checks.,
In the past 14 days, 350-odd
flights have been canght in the
mayhem of hoax messages, re-
sulting inthousands of passen-
gers being delayed and the air-
lines suffering financial losses
running into hundreds of
croresof rupees.

A Goa-Vadodaraflight was
diverted to Surat late Sunday
evening after a bomb threat

minutes before it was to land
at its destination. The alert
came hours before PM Naren-
dra Modi's scheduled visit to
Vadodara on Monday As of
9.30pm Sunday, the flight was
grounded at Surat as checks
continued.

Govt has asked social
media intermediaries like X
and Meta to curb the misinfor-
mation and warned them of
strict action if they failed todo
s0, “We are also taking the sup-
portof international agencies,
law enforcement agencies, the
Intelligence Bureau to prevent
these. We are planning to bring
changes to two civil aviation
laws. Those who resort to these
kindsof activities will be puni-
shed severely and imposed a
penalty,” aviation minister
Rammohan Naidu said.
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Bomb threat: Goa-Vadodara
flight diverted to Surat

Passengers
De-hoarded,
Security
Check Done

Vishal.Patadiya
@timesofindiacom

Surat: A Goa-Vadodara fight
was diverted to Surat airport
on Sunday evening following a
bomb threat minutes before it
was scheduled to land at Vado-
dara airport. The security
alert came hours before Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
scheduled visit to Vadodaraon
Monday morning.

According to Surat airport
sources, the Indigo flight was
diverted minutes before its ex-
pected landing at Vadodara.
The security alert prompted
emergency teams, including
fire, health, CISE and ATC, to
be put on high alert at Vadoda-

el es o owl oy e eeon &

The security alert came hours before Prime Minister Narendra Modi's

scheduled visit to Vadodara

ra and Surat airports. Upon
landing at Surat, the flight was
directed to an isolation bay for
a thorough inspection after
passenger evacuation.
According to airport sour-
ces, the Indigo 6E-104 flight,
which took off from Goa Air
port at 4.532 pm, was diverted to
Surat airport around 5.30 pm.

The flight was scheduled to

land at Vadodara airport aro-
und 6 pm,

Soon after landingat Surat,
the 180-odd passengers onbo-
ard the flight were escorted to
the airport terminal. Asasafe-
ty procedure, the runway was
thoroughly inspected, causing
delays in landing and take-off
of scheduled flights from Su-
rat. Normal operations resu
med only after the airport se-
curity and safety teams clea-
red the runway

Given the PM's scheduled

visit to Vadodara on Monday,
the Surat police, airport aut-
horities, CISE, and bomb dis-
posal squad of Surat police
conducted extensive checks in
the flight and its luggage area
as anextra 1-m-a1.1['10|1ar,v Ime-
asure,

A senior airport official at
Surat said, “The flight was
checked thoroughly. We also
checked the luggage of all pas-
sengers again. The passengers
will befrisked again with their
hand baggage, and their iden-
tity will also he verified once
again. We don't want to take
any chances, The passengers
will be allowed on the flighton-
lv after the entire process is
completed.”

As of 930 pm on Sunday,
the flight was grounded at Su-
rat airport, as security checks
continued,

Meanwhile, 10 hotels in Su-
rat, including Le Meridien, re
ceived bomb threats on Sun-
day. However, police found not-
hing suspicious during the
search.
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Hoax threats hit 50 more flights,
govt seeks elp ofin’l agencies

350-0dd Flights
Affected Over
Past Two Weeks

Times News NeTwors

New Delhi/Panaji: Deluge
of anonymous online hoax
threats causing turbulence
in airline operations since
mid-Oct continued on Sun-
day, affecting over 50 flights
amid futile attempts by govt
to get social media platforms
tofilter such messages.
IndiGo received “securi-
tvrelated  alerts" for 18
flights, of which two—Pune-
Jodhpur (6E 133) and Kozhi-
kode-Dammam (6E 87)—had
to be diverted to Ahmedabad
and Mumbai, respectively
Vistaraand Akasa flights we-
realso disrupted by threats.
A Goa-Vadodara flight
was diverted to Surat late
Sunday evening following a
bomb threat minutes before
it was to land at its destina-
tion. The alertcame hours be-
fore PM Narendra Modi's
scheduled visit to Vadodara

sl

Passengers outside Jodhpur airport after Indigo’s Pune-Jodhpur

fiight was diverted to Ahmedabad owing to a bomb threat an Sunday

on Monday, Ten hotels in Su-
rat, including Le Meridien,
also received bomb threats
Sunday but police found not-
hing suspicious.

In Kolkata, five flights we-
re targeted by such threats.
The threat was sent through
anX handle alittle beforelpm
and it turned out to be a hoax,

In the past 14 days, 350-0dd
flights have been caught in
the mayhem of hoax messa-
ges, resulting in thousandsof
passengers  being  delaved
and the aidines suffering fi-
nancial losses running into
hundreds of crores of rupe-
es, Three of the affected wee-
kend Qights in the middle of

the busy festive season were
to and from Goa,

According to  security
protocol, a bomb threat as-
sessment  committee  was
constituted to assess the se-
riousness of the threat at Mo-
pa and Dabolim airports, In-
diGo received intimation af-
tor the aircraft took off from
Goa International Airport. A
decision was taken to let the
aireraft continue to its desti-
nation for screening,

For Akasa Air the addi-
tional sereening caused a de-
lay of over an hour, “This is
an unnecessary problem for
the passengers and the airli-
nes,” sald an official. “Our

Tirupati temple, 9 UP
hotels also targeted

freshwave of hoax bomb

threatsrattied
authorities on Sunday, with
Tirupati and nine hotels in
upscale localities of Lucknow
being the latest targets. No
explosives were found, but
security has beenstepped up
asaprecautionary measure,
officials said.

flight QF 1371 was delayed by
two hours. Passengers were
stranded at Manohar Inter-
national Airport. First, we
were told 1210pm, then
12.50pm, Ll0opm, and then
2.10pm,” said Neel, an Akasa
Alr passenger

“We are also taking sup-
port of international agenci-
es, law enforcement agencies,
Intellipence Bureau to pre-
vent these, We are planning
to bring changes to two civil
aviation laws,” aviation mi-
nister Rammohan Naidu sa-
id on Sunday
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Hoaxbomb threats reveal gaps in aviation security

SHARAD 5 CHALUHAN
DGP AMD MD, PUNIAS POLICE
HOUSING CORPORATION
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suppest the imolvement of &
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infleence inthe attacks
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tincer vardais ssctons of the
Bharativa Nyvava Sanhita
(BNS) anel Section J{1Hd) of
the Suppression of Tnlawiul
Aets aganst Safety of Cheil
HAoiation Act, 1982, in connec
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should collsborate with the
Union Ministry of Home
Affabrs, Minstry of Ly and
the ministries responsible for
dvil avietion. information
andd brosdeasting, and infor
matnn techioksy o enact
determent kegal amendments
It should also exomine the
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palitimlly ignore. With strin
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