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Aeronautical infra complete
at Noida airport, says CEO

PHASE 1. With 1 runway & 1 terminal, the airport is set to handle 12m passengers annually

M— Directorate General of Civil
Rohit Vaid Aviation {DGCA) " he added.
New Dl

Marking & critical step to-
wards operational readiness,
the aeronautical infrastruc-
ture at the upcoming Noida
International  Airport s
“norvw complete”, said the air-
port’s Chief Executive OFf
ficer Christoph
Schnellmann.

Roofing work of the pas-
senger terminal building has
been completed and finish-
ing works and technical in-
stallations are underway.

Spesking to businessline,
Schnellmann said the Air-
ports  Authority of India
[AAT) is at work, installing
and COmmissioning  equip-
ment in the air tratfic control
LOweT.

“At the same time, 2 com-
prehensive Operational
Readiness, Activation and
Tramsition  (ORAT) pro-
gramme is being implemen-
ted to ensure all systems,
processes, and personnel are

e

GETTING READY. Schnellmann said work on installing and
commissicning equipment in the air traffc control tower is

undansay

fully prepared for opera-
tions,” he said.

“This includes trial runs,
simulations, and familiarisa-

ion  programmes  for air-
lines, ground handlers, and
other kev stakeholders. Tests
are underway on the baggage
handling system, security
equipment, check-in coun-
ters and boarding gates,” he
added.

Last month, bustmessling
reported that NIA has initi-
ated ‘terminal  erials’, or
ORAT, which is a critical
phase that signals the start of

final preparations before the
girport becomes fully fune-
tional. The full-fledged ‘ter-
minal trials' are focused on
testing passcTger processes,
systems integration, and co-
ordination Emong various
airport partners.

Besides, Schoellmann said
‘carge terminal’ is nearing
completion.  “Commission-
ing of the fuel farm and fuel
hopdrant system will com-
Mence 5h.unh' " hie said.

“Ouwr nmext major mile-
stone is the issuance of the
serodrome  licence by the

PHASED APPROACH
According to industry in-
siders, the airport is expec-
ted to commence operations
during the fourth quarter of
CYZS,

Initially, only domestic
operations may start, fol-

lowed by  international
flights, industry insiders
said.

In its first phase of devel-
opment, the airport, with
one runway and one ter-
minal, will have a capacity to
handle 12 million passengers
annoally,

After the completion of
the fourth phase, the airport
will have the capacity to
manage 70 million passen-
gers per year IndiGo is ex-
pected to be the first to start
services. The airline had
entered a Mol with NTA.

Many foreign carriers
have also shown nterest in
starting opcrations at the
airport.
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AVIATION

Airports gain
capacity but
bottlenecks loom

DEEPAR PATEL

For the first thine in ndian aviation histony, alnports
appeartohave capacity abead ol demand, reversnge
decade-long pallernelinfrastrucioine plaving catch up
willhtraffic growth,

This marksa 1ering point fior the sscior, backed by
an &11-billominvestment pipefing.

Defibi arwd Mismbai are onthe cisp of becoming daisl-
airport systems. Delhi intemational Alnpaort has
expanded toaround 100 million pusengers and is
Largeting 130140 milkicon, which will be complemented
by Moicla Internatjonal Airpon when itopensin the nea
Fewmsonths,

s Makinbai, Mavi Mismbal Triternaliodal Alrport is
expected to be operational in the next few months,
creatiig a syslem projectad io handle 1S million
passengens s lly.

dnni Adrports is upgrading €ix non-met o airparts,
while Abrparte Autbority ol Trdis (AAT) is invesring 34
bl i repional capacitye

Indusiry exécutives see this wave ol development &
astructural shifl. For the Ere time, Indianairsocts will
depend langelyon Indian carriers for iiteriatioma]
growth, particularty long-haul expansion.

Withabreraft arders worth nearly 290 billion, Air
ladia, IndiGoadsd Akasa are sel bodotble Lidia™s Meet
by FY30, potentially adding 600-700 aircrallin fve-
servedl yedrs, Vel wirnings are piling up. “Although
terminaland runway infrastrucius®is being developed,
trealer ailention muay tead lobe given b ensyring that
there aresialGeienm parking bayvs availsble o suppart
Neet expansion,” CAPA Inclis said o e 2024,

Thereportalss stness ed that the produoctivity of
singke and dual-rugwayairports mist be mised 1o
Imterimational benchmarks. Adrspoce mangement was
anoither ansa ol concern. “Corporalisslionafair
navigation serdoed{ANS) isnecessry il ainspace
bl lemescks are o be addressed " CAPA Endia said

e aclded that restrsciuring s oplimisstion woulk]
still e essential even withoul corporal Sation.

Saffingshortfulls are equally pressdng. The mimber
ofairtmlfe controllers, ssoeity stall sinmderpaate. And,
skills shortages ane e pacied acms pilols, enginesrs, air
traffic contrallen: and madnlenande perammies].
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Raja Bhoj Airport red651gn1ng terminal; 1st phase ready by Oct

Our Staif Reporter Expansion of

mioraL To have arrival &

The Raja Bhoj Airporthere  SEpArate arrival, SRR o R

is spending Rs 20 crore on The new arrival hall will have

the reconfiguration of the
terminal building to stream-
line traffic by having separ-
ate arrival and depar ture
operations,

Currently, both arrival
and departure operations
are located on the same
floor, often leading tosig-
nificant operational chal-
lenges and congestion,
especially during peak
hours when multiple fights
arrive simultaneously

This affects the Aow of ve-
hicles, particularly those
exiting from the departure
hall side.

departure halls
to streamline
ops

The first phase, involving
the creation of an arrival
hallon the lower ground
floor, is nearing completion
and is expected to be ready
for operation by Octwber
this vear.

The subsequent phases
will take up the reconfigura-
tion of the departure hall,
which will remain on the
upper ground floor, and the
Security Hold Area (SHA),

Anew arrival hall area being constructed at Raja Bhn}a'rrpm_‘l

‘FIRSTIN

STATE’

Ramjee Awasthi, Director, Raja Bhoj Airport, said to the Free Press
that work on the arrival hall is nearing completion, and it would be
commissioned in October. The Raja Bho Airport would be the first
in the state to have separate arrival and departure halls, he said.

anarea of approximately 2,700
sqm compared to the existing
2000 sqm on the upper floor.
Thisenhanced space will offer
improved comfort and ac-
commaodate a higher passen-
ger thmoughput or the
number of  passengers
handled by a terminal over a
period of ime.

The 2,000 sqm area vacated
on the upper ground floor
with the shifting of the arrival
hall will be utilised in the ex-
pansion of the departure hall,
international arrivals, and the
SHA. thus enhancing the ter-
minal capacity and process-

ing efficiency of the airport.
The increased floor area at
both arrival and departure
levels will also enable the ad-

dition of more check-in
counters, commercial outlets,
and modern passenger
amenities.

Enhanced
facilities in new
arrival hall

The new arrival hall will be
equipped with modem, state-
of-the-art amenities for pas-
senger camvenience, such as
the flight informaticn display
system (FIDS) for realtime
flight statis updates, three
conveyor belts for bageage de-
livery, and lifts and escalators
for seamless movement across
different Aoor levels.

Convenient
access to parking

With the arrival hall mow-
ing closer to the parking area
(approximately 150 metres
away, on the same level), ar-
riving passengers will have
easier and direct access to
transpart options, eliminat-
ingthe need to descend from
the upper level along with the
baggage.
Streamlining of
vehicular traffic

Separate vehicular access
and exit routes for arrivals
and departures will signifi-
cantly reduce congestion at
the city side of the terminal,
ensuring smoother access for
passengers and visitors.
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Rakesh Gangwal, family
trust sell 1.3% in IndiGo

InterGlobe Aviation
Raturn -6% TETM s
R 683
‘\ 5857
\ 5ETS
\ 5T
\'L.. T

hug 71,25 Aug 78, 25

Mew Dethiz InterGlobe Bviation
promoter Rakesh Gangwal and
his family trust divested up to a
1.3 per cent stake in IndiGo for
¥2,933 crore through separate
block deals on Thursday. After
the stake-sale, InterGlobe
Aviation's shares traded 5.22
per cent lower at ¥5,727 apiece
on the NSE and the scrip of the
company went down 530 per
cent to ¥5,724.55 each on the
BSE. Gangwal and his family
trust's holding in IndiGo has
come dawn to §51 per cent
from 7.81 per cent. Gangwal,
the co-founder of IndiGo, has
been selfling his equity ina
phased manner, following a
bitter fallout with co-founder
Rahul Bhatia. en
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July air passenger traffic declines
2.9%, first dip in several months

Raohit Vaid
Hew Delhi

India’s domestic air passen-
ger traffic recorded its first
year-on-year (v-0-v) decline
in several months, slipping
2.94 per cent in Juby,

Notahly, the fall reflected
the seasonal slowdown in
travel demand.

According to Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) data, scheduled do-
mestic airlines ferried 126.05
lakh (1.26 crore) passengers
in July, compared to 12987
lakh ﬁ:—lﬂ crove) in the same
month last year.

Om a sequential basis, To-
Iy's tally was lower by 733

r cent than June's 13604

{136 crore).

“Passengers carried by do-
mestic airlines during Janu-
ary-Tuly 2025 were 97779
lakh (9.77 crore) against

923,35 lakh (9.23 crore) dur-
ing the corresponding period
of the previous year, therehy
registering an annual growth

5.4 per cent and a monthly
decline of 2.94 per cent,” the
DGCA said in its monthly
report.

INDIGO LEADS
In terms of market share, In-
diGGo maintained ts domin-
ance, by carrying 82.15 lakh
(0.82 crore) passengers in
July to command a 65.2 per
cent market share.

Besides, Air India Group,

which includes Air India and
Air India Express, flew 33.08
lakh (0,33 crore) passengers,
translating into 8 262 per
cent share.

This was followed by
Akasa Air, which ferried 6.98
lakh (007 crore) passengers
translating intoa 5.5 per cent
share, while Spicelet carried
246 lakh (0,02 crore) pas-
Sengers, cornering 2 per cent
of the market.

Star Air ferried 0.64 lakh
passengers  {0.006 crore),
followed by Alliance Air 0.46
lakh (0.005 crore), Fly910.25
lakh (0.003 crore), IndiaOne
Air 002 lakh (0.0002 crore),
and Fly Big 0,01 lakh (0.0001
crare).

In the e lpad
factors scng:;_lll:,ngAkc;sa Air
led the industrywith $0.2 per
cent (load factor), followed
by IndiGo at 84.1 per cent
and SpiceJet at 84.2 per cent.
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India’s rise as a global air travel hub

PHETER ELEERS

Inclia has beenal the heart of
bl trale nnd conumerce,
since Hme immamorial Prom
theSilk Route tothe spice trade,
Inudix's parts, cities, amd markets
connected civil Bations amd
Fostered bath, economic and
culniral exchanges acmes
continents. The foundation of
this legacy was built on thires
mrmais prifsciples: Ineliaslocation,
people.and the ability 1o build
and evalve. As India now stands
al the cuspal becoming the
warkd’s third-largest ecodanmy,
these same principles are key 1o
reclaim the country's historical
prominence. Only this time., ie
sk bea ghobal b for
comnectivity, mobilily, Iourism,
it sl

Today, the nationis well on s
way i Lhisjourney

irves tmen L Every airport, port,
highway or milway sctsasan
enablier of creating jobs and
moneltiplying the GDP.

Within this ecosystem,
avintion plays s pivoLal rode
India prides on thres anigus
arlwaritages that few nations can
matich. The strategic location of
India gives il a natural edges
nearly 65 per cent of the world's
popuilnfion lives within a Gve-to-
six-hour flight from India's
shores, placing the country al the
crosaroads of global trade and
travel People provide the
demographic dividend: ansof
ke youngest and miost dy namic
worklorces in the world, capahle
ol powering aviation. hos pitality,
technology, and services amoog
other sectors, Amnd
infrastructare, thoughstall
evolying, as expanded mpidly,
with new airports, increased
capacity, and digital soluliois
suchas Digi¥atra beginning o

reshape the passernger

withayoumg, E—— experience Combined
Ealented FOR ECOMOMIC wirh sustained GDP
popiilation, s MOMENTLUM AND growth and rsing
booming eoomomy, GROAWTH, THE dispesable incomes,
rapid COUMTEY SHOULD these three pillars
digimlsation and  BUILD creale Grvonerable

a growing middle INFRASTRUCTURE demand possibilities.
class that is THAT MATCHES Thescale of this
generaling TS AMBITIONS appartunily is evident
consslen demain]  —— mnthe trajectory of the
Tor makbiliny, aviation industry.

commerce, and teurigo. Bulto
ensure the longevity ol tiis
mamentinmand tratalate il inlo
sistxinahle prowth, and toreach
the mation's $10 trllion GOP
ainbi o, there ixa need o

el resss oo o Uhe mast
impartant catalyses of economic
Iramformation: waorkd-class
mfrastrictiore. This s mol jusk
about physical assets but about
strengthening the Hfeblood of
the economy, Uhe movement af
poods, peopls, ideat, and

Globally, thelink between GDP
goovwih and adr travel i% clear, and
India is noexception. The
coiintry is already the world's
third-largest domesticaviation
markel. Yel with only arouncd
B0 abreraldt for a populatioo of
1 A5 billion, compared with mare
than 3,000 in China, the ssclor
reimiind widerserved relalive 1o
fs potential andshee. By D050,
Indis"s aviation market is
enpecled o neady douhle (o 500

mmilliom tratveilers.

Thiet good pews i thal access
i mo longer the bottlensck For
iridiarioe, M per cenl ol India's
population lives witlsin 1040 km
alan IndiGo-served airport. The
next phase must be aboul scale
amd qualdity, creating hah
afrportE thal con stand alangside
the likes of Dubad or Sngapore.
Developing biggerans] betler
airportswill enable smoolh
e rmational and doamestic
traresil, whiile empowering
Indian carriers o compele
globally and capture a misch
barger shareof globml traflie.

Thee outcoaie would be
emarmois: generating job
oppartunities, contributing
positively tothe economic valiie,
ard creating b stronger podition
for Endia in the warkl econamy.
Al present, however, anly omne
Indian airpart, Indin Gamdhi
Intermatianal Airport ([GLHn
Delhi, featired among the
workl’s top 1L For an econoimy of
Indiz’s gizesnd scals, i1 iy
amticipated that maoreaipons
will fodlow suit.

This is where hub
mfragtruciure becomes critieal
Multipde brminals with
seaml ess inlerconnectivity,
efficient immigration and
security sysletms, and Lransil-
Iriendly design are what will
ke Fraclia & preferred stapover.
Geography gives Indiathe
advantage: capacity, systemic
advancemants, infrasiruciune
anil experence misl
complement L A traeeller Dying
Iram Eirope to Southeast Asia
shoulkd Gnd Delhi or Mumbai ss
comvenienl as Dubaior
Singapans, ThatisLhe
benchumark we mits! se1 for
oursslves Tindisistobecome a
trieglobal-connector.

But airports alome will not e
enoigh To unlock the fill
polential ol aviation, thres
policy priorities stand out. First,
ceel competilivenese Aviation
tiarbitie Fisel pricing amd airport
charges must be rationalised if
Indiaistosusinin affordable
Fares while enabling imvestment
Secondis the urilEation of

asses, such asthrough digital
adoption like that af DigiYaim.

A third, openness. Visa
processes remain astumbling
block for inbound tourism,
India, which islone b 44
UNESCOWorld Herilagze Sites
and oneof the seven wonders of
the world, attracts jist 10 million
Toreign visilors anoually, a
fraction of its potential, and far
below countries with Ewer
altractiong Simplifying visas
il transi rides will makeit
easier for India towelcoms
thewarld.

Equally importanlis
e gration. Airpors must be
part of a wider infractrctame
erogVElEm — seainl ssly Hnked
o parts, highways, radlways, amd
inalustrial corridors.

Long-term vision and palicy
stahiliry will be critical.
Infrastructine prijecs Cake
s Lo plan and decades by
deliver their full bmpac
Transparent regulatary
framewiorks, pubfic-privale
partnerchips that aftract global
capital, and Erpe-acale skilling
programmes to build the human
cagital foraviationand related
steclors must all be sustained
over the long haml.

Imdia’s growth tory samong
the st compelling in the word
toclay. Aambition, gumption and
implementation combined can
engure the desirad results. To
resch the S0 trillion mikesione,
Esvestment must fbous on
gaality, efficiency, effectiveness
and seambess integration ol
infrastructure.

The finindationsare being
Eaid. The direction is clear.
Ambition isHmitbess. Now s the
tirne o bitild — oot jusl fortaday,
briat [ow thee India we aspire tobe
i 2050.

The weiter s CEQ, IndiGo
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B ‘Aviation Industry
LossestoSurge in FY26'

MUMBAI The Indian aviation industry
may post higher losses at ©9,500-
10,500 crore this fiscal from an
estimated ¢5 500 crore INFY 25,
owing largely tothe ongolng geopoli
tical situation and trade headwinds
ratings agency ICRA said on Thursday
AT the same time. ICRA said, itis
expecting a modest increase in
domestic air passenger trafficto
172-176 million in FY2026, reflecting
agrowth of 4-6% over the previous
year, lower thanits earlier pro-
jectians of a 7-10% incréase
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Icra pegs aviation losses to hitX10.5K cr

HITIM KUMAR
Mew Delhi, August 28

THE DOMESTIC AVIATION
industry s set o see s lmses
nearbedoublein FY 2026, amid
mounting challenges sudh as
geo pnl:ilir_ﬂl tensions  and
trade headwinds. Ratng
agency lora on Thursday pro
jected the sector’s net Josses to
widen o £9,500-10,500
orore, compared with 5, 500
orore in FY 2025,

Alongside this, lcralowered
s HILI'W“ I 1 |:IJI.1.‘£ ast for I.II.I mes
tic air passenger traffic to4
B inFY26, down from an -
lier estimate of 7-10%
Passenger wolumes are
now expected €0 neach
172-17 6 million.

“In uriny_ 125, the Indian
aviaton industry bencfited
l'r|.|r|1 wmpr LF.'H.I P\l’ld '-"F. FHI“'EI: i
evident in higheryields, driven
by healthy demand for air
travel. However, the demand
environmenthas tumed more
autiouns i FY 26, said Kinjal

HITTING AN AIR POCKET

Wicra lowered its growth
forecast for domestic air
passenger traffic to

h'é % in FY25

Shah, senior vice-president &
Co-Group head, Icm
Theslowdownin passen ger
traffic growth, coupled with a
rising numbser of abrcraft deliv-
eries, is expected toweigh on
the mdustry'sdebtmet hes and
reduoe interest coverageratios,
As of March 2025, the
industry has seen a decline in
the murmber of grounded air-
craft caused by supply chain

B Passenger valumes
are now expected to reach

172-176 mn

B The slowdewn in passenger
traffic growth is expected to weigh

on the industry's

isues. Shah added, *Engine
fallures and supply chaln chal-
lenges had caused 2 0-22% of
the total industry fleet io have
been grounded as of Septem-
ber 202 3. This proportion has
e down toarownd 15 -17%
as of March 2025, correspond
tng to amund 130 alreralt”
lcra noted that the Indian
alrline Industry expanded
capacity h:.r 5% in FY25,

W As of March
2025, the industry
hasseen a
decling in the
number of
grounded aircraft

reaching a flect size of B5 5
alrcraft asof March 31,2025,
Herwever, additional cost pres

sures persist due to currency
fluctuations and fuel prices,
which make up a significant
share of operating costs The
depreciation of the Indian
rupee against the US dollar—
by about 3% year-on-year

has further added to the

financial stain,
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Mahindra to make
Airbus H125
chopper fuselage

AIRBLIS HAS
AWARDED A
contract o
Mahincra

Asrostructures to manufac-
ture the main fuselge of the
H125 helicopters as the
aeroapace major boosts Ba
Make in indlia efiorts
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Gangwals sell 1.3%
stake in IndiGo for
32,933 cr, stock falls

PRESSTRUST O INDLA
Mew Delhi, Avgust 28

INCAGO FROMOTER RAKESH
Gangwal's Lumlly trust on
Thursday sold a 1, 3% stake in
the country’s largest abd e for
12933 cmre through open
imar k.l.'l B risa ofe, cli e a-
hl'r‘l!.l’l:lﬁ: loadi NE sharesworth
14,497 crore so farthis year,

With the latest sale, the
umulatve divestment by
|L1h'":h[i.1l1.gw.1l.,a|.r|ng“1thhis.
wifie Shobha Gangwal and their
famBy trust — the Chinkerpoo
Family Trust stood  at
£330 53279 crowe, Uﬂlhldllll;ﬁ: o
arcund 5+4.51 billion.

Sinee 2022, Gangwals and
theiriamily trst hawe offioaded
a X83M4 stake in IndiGo,
acoording toan anabysis by P17,

InterGlobe Aviat on, which
mmimancs substantial vakea
tion in the stock market, oper-
st IndilGo, which aceounts for
over 5% of the total domestic
airtralfic,

Following a bitter fallout
with co-promoter and oo
fovmder Hahul Bhatia, Gangwal,
In 2022 announced that hewil
gracual sell stake in the airline
In aphased manner,

According to the bulk deal
data avallable cn the N3E on
Thursclay, the Chinkerpoo
Family Trust offloaded a total
af 5.04 million shares in two
tranches represonting a 1. 3%
stake s uﬁmm-b.ul.-d

UNDER PRESSURE

InterGlebe Aviation (IndiGe]
Inkra-day on BSE (B), dug 28

6,044 75 X
Previous close ! 5.{-{!

587525
Dy

5,724.55

Cloms

IiterGlobe Aviation

Ihe shares were disposed of
inthe picemngeoft5 514.71-
5,815.72 apicee, taking the
mmbined deal valie to
2593339 gom

Afterthestake sale n IndiCo,
e luidm“ afthe Clin l:rrrl.m
Famnily Trust, whose trusteossare
Shobha Gangwal asd | Morgan
Trus CompanyofDeawan, has
mme down to L78% from
1.08%, Also, the combined
shareholding of Gangwals and
Famity Trust in IndiGio has
declbned to 8.51% from 7.51 %

Details of the buyes of
InterGlobe Aviathon's shares
could not be ascertaimed on the
exchange

Shares af InterGlobe Avia-
tion declined 5,220 toclose at
€57 3don the NSE.
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Jet Airways
to transfer
Mumbai office
space lease
forT370 cr

P

NEWDELHI
Jet Airways, which is under-
going  liquidation, on
Wednesday said it has
executed an agreement to
transfer the lease of its office
space in Mumbai to an entity
for a little over Rs 370 crore.

The proposed lease transfer,
subject to approval from the
MMRDA, is being conducted
under the provisions of the
Insolvency and Bankruptey
Code (IBC) and Liguidation
Regulations, according to a
regulatory filing.

After flying for 25 vears, the
onee storied Jet Airways shut-
tered operations in April 2019,
following financial headwinds
and subsequently, lenders
referred the ailing aidine for
resolution under the IBC.
Under the insolvency resol-
ution process, the winning
bidder was unable to imple-
ment the resolution plan due
to multiple issues, and after
long-draswn legal proceed-
ings, the Supreme Court, in
November 2024, ordered the
liquidation of the carrier. The
lease will be transterred to
Parthos Properties Pyt Lrd for
a consideration of Rs 370.25
CIOre.
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Gangwal’s family trust sells
stake in IndiGo for 32933 cr.

IndiGo promoter Rakesh Gangwal's family trust
on Thursday sold a 1.3% stake in the country’s
largest airline for 12,933 crore through open
miarket transactions, cumulatively offloading
shares worth 14,497 crore so far this year. With
the latest sale, the cumulative divestment by
Rakesh Gangwal, along with his wife Shobha
Gangwal and their family trust — the Chinkerpoo
Family Trust — stood at $39,532.79 crore,
translating to around 54.51 billion. -
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DGCA extends Indigo’s Turkish
Airlines lease deal by 6 months

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has approved a six
month extension for IndiGo to
operate two Boeing 777-300ER
aircraft on damp lease from
Turkish Airlines, according toa
circular issued by the aviation
regulator.

The fresh authorisation,
issued on August 26, allows the
airline to operate the twin-aisle
jets until February 28, 2026,
subject to stringent conditions.
The move comes months after
the DGCA, in May, provided a
final extension till August 31 to
operate these aircraft.

The two wide-body aircraft,
registered as TC-LKD and
TC-LKE, were initially leased
for operations between India
and Turkey. Their authorisa-
tion, originally valid till Febru-
ary 2025, had already been
extended twice; till May 31and
then till August 31 this year.

THE AVIATION
REGULATOR SAID
THE EXTENSION IS
INTENDED TO GIVE
THE AIRLINE
SUFFICIENT TIME
TO MAKE
ALTERNATIVE
ARRANGEMENTS

The extensions came amid
strain in ties between India and
Turkey, with concerns raised
over the latter’s ties with Paki-
stan and its support to Islama-
bad after the terror attack in
Pahalgam in April and during
Operation Sindoor launched by
Indian forces subsequently.

The DGCA letter, addressed
to IndiGo’s accountable man-
ager (CEO Pieter Elbers), speci-
fied that this six-month exten-
sion is intended to give the air-
line sufficient time to make
alternative arrangements.

Indigo may consider getting

these or other suitable aircraft
on dry lease and operate the
same on their AOC (Air Opera-
tors Certificate), the DGCA cir-
cular, which HT has seen, said.
“Beyond this extension, IndiGo
may either operate the India-
Turkey route with their own
aircraft or any other wet/damp
leased aircraft compliant with
requirements...” the circular
said.

“This extension of six
months is more than adequate
for IndiGo to make other suita-
ble arrangements, and no fur-
ther extension would be con-
sidered for these wet/damp
lease operations,” it added.

In a statement issued on
Thursday, IndiGo said, “... [the]
approval comes at a crucial
time and will help mitigate
losses to the Indian aviation
due to geopolitical restrictions,
and greatly benefitting Indian
travellers during the peak
travel season by ensuring a
seamless, direct connection to
Istanbul and points beyond.”
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Flight safety regulation
needs reform at the top

From financial and
administrative autonomy
to hiring practices, there
are many areas where
DGCA needs a serious
rethink

ost the Air India crash in

June, India’s civil aviation

regulator, the directorate

general of civil aviation

(DGCA), the airlines it reg-

ulates, and their safety
practices, have all been facing
intense public scrutiny in Parliament
and in the media. Every minor devel-
opmentin the civil aviation sector is
now being dissected, leading to para-
noia creeping into the minds of the
ordinary flyer.

Recently, on a flight from the
national capital to Goa, a woman
seated next to me prayed for such a
long time at take-off that I thanked
her for praying on behalf of both of
us. Ever since she saw the video of
the June crash, she said, she prays
harder than she did earlier upon
boarding an aircraft — which, she
added, is thankfully not often. In a
gesture of warmth one comes across
while travelling in India, she insisted
on sharing some of her homemade
food with me.

Thanks to the enhanced scrutiny,
two things have become very clear:
One, the functioning of DGCA needs
a dramatic overhaul, which this
writer has thoroughly discussed in
these pages even before the accident.
And two, airlines need to adopt a

more proactive approach to viola-
tions and transgressions by their
staff, many of which are a direct
threat to passenger safety, as high-
lighted in reports of the Aircraft
Accident Investigation Bureau
(AAIB).

A recent report on safety by the
parliamentary standing committee
on civil aviation makes a slew of rec-
ommendations. Many of the sugges-
tions have been highlighted by the
media in the past, but have been
water off a duck’s back as far as the
authorities are concerned. Coming
against the backdrop of the June
catastrophe, and from a parliamen-
tary committee, the public may yet
hope that the recommendations will
be taken more seriously by
the powers that be.

While many of the
reforms suggested have
merit, I will highlight two
that should have been
undertaken long ago.

The first is setting up an
independent civil aviation
economic regulatory author-
ity. With flyer numbers
swelling (domestic air passenger
traffic declined 2.94% in July year-
on-year, presumably because of the
Ahmedabad crash), and in the
absence of an authority looking after
the interests of passengers, DGCA is
pulled into managing/solving every
controversy/problem, bigand small,
affecting the sector — from rising
fares to passenger misbehaviour,
delays to operator transgressions.

It has willy-nilly become the
nation’s favourite punching bag for
all ills afflicting the sector —a safety

Anjuli
Bhargava

threat in itself, given that the body in
charge of keeping flying incident-
and accident-free is perpetually dis-
tracted by matters unrelated to it.

As someone who has observed this
space for over 25 years now, I main-
tain that we need to start from
scratch and establish a brand new
regulator rather than trying to
reform the existing one.

The report preseribes full admin-
istrative and financial autonomy for
DGCA — which, at 85%, has a far
lower International Civil Aviation
Organisation (ICAO) audit score than
peer organisations in the US, UK or
UAE (all well above 90%). This, the
report says, will allow it to fill the
shortage of critical technical staff —
DGCA is presently function-
ing with just 50% ofits tech-
nical staff requirement —
and upgrade the technology
it uses, in keeping with
today’s needs.

The second is rethinking
the regulator’s personnel
requirements and hiring
practices. While this article
cannot highlight all the sub-
optimal practices being followed by
the regulator, let me delve into one:
the sad history of one of the most
critical positions at DGCA, the flight
operations inspector (FOI). FOIs keep
review operations of the airlines
from a safety perspective.

Unable to find talent ready to join
on the government's terms and
remuneration, DGCA, decades ago,
started inducting senior command-
ers from Air India and Indian Air-
lines on “secondment” from the then
government-owned airlines. These

The safety regulator needs to be headed by a highly experienced and

technically qualified individual for its culture to change.

commanders were paid by their air-
lines but were deputed to the safety
regulator to aid with inspecting flight
operations.

This perhaps explains why they
were often found batting on behalf of
their airlines rather than the regula-
tor. It was only after the US Federal
Aviation Authority (FAA) down-
graded India in 2014 that DGCA
started paying the salary of these
commanders. Even so, most perks
such as flight tickets, insurance, and
other benefits still come from theair-
line from which they are “on lien” to
the regulator.

Even the airline’s top managers —
despite the clear interest in continu-
ing with the status quo — can see the
flaws in the present system and
argue that DGCA needs to offer these
inspector-commanders a package
that exceeds market remuneration

BLOOMBERG

by a wide margin and, ideally, have
them on its rolls, with fixed tenures.
With the better work-life balance
such a job can offer, many will apply,
and the regulator will get the best of
the pick, who can then work free of
biases.

But before we take this plunge or
others that are needed, we need to
start at the very top to correct
recruitment practices that have
remained deeply flawed for decades.
The safety regulator needs to be
headed by a highly experienced,
technically qualified, and incorrupti-
ble individual for its culture to
change.

It might be a cliché but change
truly must begin at the top.

Anjuli Bhargava writes about govern-
ance, infrastructure, and the social sec-
tor. The views expressed are personal
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Gangwal
nets $301 mn

in downsized
IndiGo sale

[T

Mlinzire lakeshGang-
wal's lalest atiemgt o
parehisstake inleditio

faceda surprise on Thurnsday,
asthe stz af hisshare sle was
reduced—a rare move for
Inditin, whies siock mnks
ammcay e narkl s mosd vahor
Bile airlime=
Ciangwal and the Clainker
posa Famnilly Trust affloaded
7.5 millinm shares or L9
stakie im tbe low-cost carrier,
ratsing about 14329 hillion,
acronling iothe terms of the
deal seen by Blomberg Yens
on Tharsday. Thisis b= thmn
iheeardierplan iosell £ mil
liom shares worth vver S500
milliom, the termes showesd
Tae chel s G el oo osn
Thasrsday —after the markets
wereshut on Wednesday fora
public holiday—amid con
coermsthat LS's pumitive fanifs
ol hisr eenmmie gronth.
L owal nmiis o Mcogan Siankey,
Giaklman Sachs diroup Lne.
and 1 8iongan Chase & Co.
were placement  agents
arcording to the ferms.
nafiCen shames amibled 5.7
10 VX on Thamaday, their
higgest single-day retreat
simre 13 Janmary. Gangwal,
en-foaimer of Lt er{abe Avi
atirim Linl, which rss Indidio,
has been reducing his stake
since DXL CNHC Ansas
reporied tha the deal e vas
et dure (o wesk demeand froan
clumestic instiuions.
Spokespropleat Imterglobe
Aviatiom znd ibe hmkemges
dlidn timmesdately respond o
emailed queries, while Gang
waland the Chinkerpen Fam
iy Trrosat woere umavailable for
cammeni outside husiness
howrs.
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Rakesh Gangwal’s family trust sells 1.3% stake in
IndiGo for %2,933 cr via open market transactions

NEW DELHI: IndiGo pro-
moter Rakesh Gangwal’s fam-
ily trust on Thursday solda 1.3
per cent stake in the country'’s
largest airline for Rs 2,933 croce
through open market transac-
tons, cumulatively offloading
shares worth Rs 14,497 crore
so far this vear.

With the latest sale, the
cumnulative  divestment by
Rakesh Gangwal, along with his
wife Shobha Gangwal and their
family trust — the Chinker-
poo Family Trust — stood at
Rs 39,532.79 crore, translating
to around £4.51 billion.

Since 2022, Gangwals and
their family trust have offloaded
2 28.32 per cent stake in IndiCa,
according to an analysis by PTL

InterGlobe Aviation, which

commuands substantial valua-
tion in the stock market, oper-
ates IndiGo, which accounts
for over 65 per centof the total
domestic air traffic.
Following a bitter fallout
with co-promoter and co-
founder Rabul Bhatta, Gangwal,
in 2022, announced that he will
gradual sell stake in the airline
in a phased manner. Accond-
ing to the bulk deal data avail-
able on the MSE on Thursday,

» 'Since 2022, Gangwals and their family trust have
offloaded a 28.32 per cent stake in IndiGe'

# The shares were disposed of in the price range of
s 5,814.71-582572 aplece, taking the combined
deal value to Rs 2,933.39 crore

the Chinkerpoo Family Trust
offloaded a total of 5040 lakh
shares in two tranches repre-
senting a 1.3 per cent stake in
Gurugram-based InterGlobe
Aviation. The shares were dis-
posed ol in the price range of Bs
5.814.71-5,825.72 apiece, taking
the combined deal value 1o Rs
29753 39 crofe.

After the stake sale in
IndiGo, the holding of the
Chinkerpoo Family Trust,

whiose trustees are Shobha
Gangwal and JP Morgan Trust
Company of Delaware, has
come down to 1.78 per cent
fromm 3.08 per cent.

Alsoy, the combined share-
holding of Gangwals and Fam-
|l:.: Trust in IndiGo has declined
o 6.51 per cent from 7.81 per
cent. Details of the bu_fcrs of
InterGlobe Aviations shares
could not be ascertained on
the exchange. |
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IndiGo gets six-month extension to
operate two Turkish Airlines planes

“The six-month extension to IndiGo to operate leased
Turkish Airlines planes comes with certain conditions’

MUMBAI/NEW DELHI:
Aviation regulator DGCA has
granted a six-month extension

to IndiGo on damp leasing of

two Boeing 777 aircraft from
Turkish Airlines, sources said
on Thursday.

The surprising development
comes less than three months
after the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) in
May provided a one-time final
extension of three months
till August 31 to IndiGo for
operating the Turkish Adrlines

Currently, IndiGo is
operating 2 B777-
300 ER aircraft
under damp lease
from Turkish Airlines

aircraft and had also asked the
carrier nol bo seek any further
extEnsion.

The DGCA move had
come against the backdrop
of Turk.i}'i: backing Pakistan

and condemning India's
strikes on lerror camps in the
neighbouring country in May.

The sources on Thursday
said the regulator has granted a
si-month extension to IndiGo
for operating the leased planes
from Turkish Airlines with
certain conditions.

Currently, IndiGo is
operating two B777-300 ER
aircraft under damp lease
from Turkish Airines, and the
current lease is to expire on
August 31, il
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Govt says IndiGo can extend alliance
with Turkish Airlines for 6 months

SLALITHA @ RewDeln

N a major relief for IndiGo,
the Centre has permitted the
atrline o extend its parther
ship with Turkish Abrlimses for
5% months. The current exten-
sion was set to expire on Au
pust 31, as per the souroes,

The wet lease has now been
extended from September 1,
M5, o Februncy 28, 205, Ln-
der the apreement, Iru!lﬂmuwr
ates two Boelng 777 aireraft
with crew rom Turkish Alr-
lines on its Delhi and Mumbai
Mlights to [stanbul. These are
wide-bodled aireraft with a
seating capacity of armund 500,

IndiGo's partnership with
the afrline has faced strong
criticism after Turkey openly
supported Pakistan during the
Indo-Pak confrontation in
Mamh. A coordinated onling
campaign under the hashiag
#HoyeottTarkey led to
thousands of cancella-
tlons of travel plans to
the country

Confirming the de
velopment, an IndiGo
spokesperson sald, “We
acknowledge the accept-
ance ol IndiGo’s request for ex-
tension o ks wet lease arrange
mnt with Turkish Alrlines,
subject to comd itions laid down
by the regulator. This approval
comes ata crociol tme and will

=

Approval comes at a crucial time: Spokesperson

“We acknowledge the acceptance of IndiGo's request for extenzion to
its wet lease arrangement with Tukish Alrlines. This approval comes at
a cruc lal time and will help mitigate losses to Indlan aviation due o
geopalitical restrictions, while greatly benefiting Indian travellers
dunng the peak travel season by enswing a seamiets connection to
|stanbul and beyond.” an IndiGo s pokespersan sald,

help mitigate losses to Indian
aviation due to geopalitical
restrictions while great
Iy benefiting Indian
travellers during the
peak travel season by
ensuring a seamless,
direct connection to Is-
tanbul and beyomnd. "
The spokesperson added,
“Given the current peopolitical
challenges, this extension pro
vides much-needed continulty
and stability in operatlons, al-
lowing us to hetter serve the
growing demand for interna-

tional travel We are thank il to
the authorities for nccepting
our request. As alwavs we re
main flly compliant with the
relevant regulations and condi-
tions of the extension”™

The aviation regulator, Di-
rectorate General of Civil Avia-
tion, hod eadier given IndlGo
an ultimatum on May 29,
granting a lemporary exten-
skon until August 31 to end its
woet lease arrangemoent.
IndiGo had then assured the
regulator that it would termi-
nate the partnership.

2 held for trying
to smuggle drugs
to Turkey: CISF

% LALITHA g bow Dl

A bid to smuggle medicines in
bulk to Istanbul from Terminal
3 of the TGT Airport was fiodled
by CISF personnel. Two male
fivers, natlves of Turkmenl-
gian, were held in this connec-
thon, sources said,

Alrport sources sald, “The
duo was held on Monday (Au-
gust 25y during intens e checks
carried out on thelr baggage
before they boarded a Aight
from Delhi to Istanbul. These
checks were based an passen-
ger profling. The valoe of the
medicines, which were generic,
i# worth nearly 714 lakh."

“Tt was clearly an illegal set,”
o source said. “The medicines
did not howe the MRP on them.
The duo did not have any pre-
seription either, nor did they
have any supporting bills, The
selzed conslgnment consisted
of tahlets and capsules used fbr
cancer wreatment. asthma and
pain rellef “It leoks ke they
may be mived and wed in prod-
ucts for other recreat iomal pur-
poses” he added,
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Dubai-bound
flight lands safely
after tech snag

DILIP SINGH KSHAT RI¥A
i hibrrediahisd

A mid-alr seare was reported
on Thursday when an IndiGo
Might from Surat to Dubai (6E-
1507}, carrving 160 passengers,
nule an emergency landing at
Ahmed abad alter one of its en
gines developed a technical
snag Theairoral lamded safely
and all passenpers disembarked
without incident. They were
subsequently Qown to Dubal on
an alter nate alreraft

The incident occurred soon
after the aircraft took off from
Surat International Alrport.
The pilot swilily alerted Air
Traffic Control and diverted
the plane to Sardar Vallabhb-
hal Patel International Airport,
Ahumed abad.

An alrport official said. "An
IndiGao Oight travelling from
Surat to Dubal made an emer
geney landing in Ahmedabad
after the pilot immediately de
clded to divert the aircraft
Technical teams at Ahmedabad
Alrport carried out a detailed
inspect ion of the plane, Passen-
gors were accommodated on an
alternate MMight, which has
sinee deparied.” ,
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Come September, beware the ides of March

PIOMEER MEWS SERVICE
B hew Defhi

For the past three-and-a-half years,
the deals happened maostly in
August or September. Now that
August is about to end, and
septemnber is around the corner, it
is time for the Gangwal family, the
former co-owner of IndiGo, India’s
largest airline, to go on a share-
selling spree. According to a3 news
agency, Rakesh Gangwal, and his
family trust will collectively sell
|ust over three per cent stake for
5300 milllon.

The sale will bring down the
famiky's owwnership to befow five per
cent In February 2022, Gangwal
fought with his partner, Eahul
Bhatia, over alleged corporate gov-
ernance issues, The fight was bimer,
emotional and puhlic. since then, he
vowed to get out of IndiGo. But a
bulk sake of such propartions would
have reduced his profits due o a
decline in stock price. 5o, he waited
and watched, even as he sobd smiall
stakes at regular intervals.

As per a term sheet, cited by the
apency, just over 12 million shares
are on the table, with a price tag of
of just over 15,800, or a slight dis-
count over the market price. The
proposed ransactions will be exe-
cuted through one or more sales on
the two stock exchanges, NSE and
BSE. The sale is secondary, and the
proceeds will go w the selling
sharehobders {formear owners).

Afterits completion, the holdings
of Gangwal and his family mustowill
come down from 7.81 per cent to
471 per cent. As part of the struchre,
IndiGo's vendors and theirimmedi-
ate relatives will be subject to a 150-
day lock-in period, restricting them
from seliing the shares during rhis
period. it indicates that some ofthe

suppliers may be interested in
Increasing their stakes in the airfine.

However, there Is a catch.
According to the agency, the term
sheat allows for a negotated trans-
fer of shares waorth at least 5300
millign, or more than a thind, (o a
single investor ar group, provided
it ks done aror above the offer price,
and the buyer agrees to adhere ro
the lock-in period. This implies that
there may be a large bulk buyer,
who is interested in buying or
adding almost one per cent. [t may

R it Pt "
.; kil sy s oy M e

be an institution, a mutwal fund, or
even someone chose (o Bhatia.
Since February 2022, the Gangwal
family has been an active seller
every few months. In Seprember
2022, less than three per cent stake
wars sodd for 72,000 crore. £ was not
a lucrative one since the price
remained flat berween February
and Seprember 2022 In February
2023 came the next round, with a
collective sale price of 13,000 crore.
In August the same year, another
sabe of less than three percent hap-

SRR

pened for less than 73,000 crore.
By this time, the stock had inched
up to 12,500, up from T1,800-2,000
17-18 months ago. In August 2024, a
sale of just over five per cent fetched
A massive 19,500 crore, as the stock
price skyrocketed o over 14,800
{August 30, 2024]. in May this year,
Gangwal and his family trimmed
their holding by 5.72 per cent, and
earned T11,564 crore. With the
current sale, there will be an addi-
tion of another 7,000 crore to the
Gangwal's bloared piggy bank.

The past year rumed out to he
great for the stock, and a good time
o sell because of the high valua-
tions. Even as the stock indices yo-
yoed wildly and viclently, IndiGo
crossed T6,000, and the market
capitalisation was 72.33 lakh crore
| Mgt 27). However, there is a huge
difference between the high
[(#6.232.5) and low [Rs 3,780) over the
past 52 weeks. As the lyrics of the
50Ng 2nes, “Come September, every-
thing wrong gonna be alright, Come
september,”
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Come September, beware the ides of March

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Mew Delhi

For the past three-and-a-halfyears,
the deals happened mostly in
August or September. Now that
August is about to end, and
September is around the corner, it
is time for the Gangwal family, the
former co-owner of IndiGo, India's
largest airline, to go on a share-
selling spree. According to a news
agency, Rakesh Gangwal, and his
family trust will collectively sell
just over three per cent stake for
$800 million.

The sale will bring down the
family's ownership to below five per
cent. In February 2022, Gangwal
fought with his partner, Rahul
Bhatia, over alleged corporate gov-
ernance issues. The fight was bitter,
emaotional and public. Since then, he
vowed to get out of IndiGo. But a
bulk sale of such proportions would
have reduced his profits due to a
decline in stock price. So, he waited
and watched, even as he sold small
stakes at regular intervals.

As per a term sheet, cited by the
agency, just over 12 million shares
are on the table, with a price tag of
of just over 5,800, or a slight dis-
count over the market price. The
proposed transactions will be exe-
cuted through one or more saleson
the two stock exchanges, NSE and
BSE. The sale is secondary, and the
proceeds will go to the selling
shareholders (former owners).

After its completion, the holdings
of Gangwal and his family trust will
come down from 7.81 per cent to
4.71 per cent. As part of the structure,
IndiGo's vendors and their immedi-
ate relatives will be subject to a 150-
day lock-in period, restricting them
from selling the shares during this
period. It indicates that some of the

suppliers may be interested in
increasing their stakes in the airline.

However, there is a catch.
According to the agency, the term
sheet allows for a negotiated trans-
fer of shares worth at least $300
million, or more than a third, to a
single investor or group, provided
itis done at or above the offer price,
and the buyer agrees to adhere to
the lock-in period. This implies that
there may be a large bulk buyer,
who is interested in buying or
adding almost one per cent. It may

be an institution, a mutual fund, or
even someone close to Bhatia.
Since February 2022, the Gangwal
family has been an active seller
every few months. In September
2022, less than three per cent stake
was sold for 2,000 crore. It was not
a lucrative one since the price
remained flat between February
and September 2022, In February
2023 came the next round, with a
collective sale price of 23,000 crore.
In August the same year, another
sale of less than three per cent hap-

pened for less than £3,000 crore.
By this time, the stock had inched
up to 2,500, up from 21,800-2,000
17-18 months ago. In August 2024, a
sale of just over five per cent fetched
a massive 9,500 crore, as the stock
price skyrocketed to over 4,800
(August 30, 2024). In May this year,
Gangwal and his family trimmed
their holding by 5.72 per cent, and
earned 11,564 crore. With the
current sale, there will be an addi-
tion of another 7,000 crore to the
Gangwal's bloated piggy bank.

The past year turned out to be
zreat for the stock, and a good time
to sell because of the high valua-
tions. Even as the stock indices yo-
yoed wildly and violently, IndiGo
crossed 6,000, and the market
capitalisation was 2,33 lakh crore
[August 27). However, there is a huge
difference between the high
(¥6,232.5) and low (Rs 3,780) over the
past 52 weeks. As the lyrics of the
song goes, "Come September, every-
thing wrong gonna be alright, Come
September.”
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IATA proposes higher age limit of 67 years
for pilots operating commercial flights

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

Global airlines’ grouping
IATA has proposed increas-
ing the upper age limit to 67
years for pilots who are
operating multi-pilot com-
mercial flights.

Amid a shortage of avail-
able pilots compared to the
rising demand spurred by
aviation sector growth, the
proposal has been made by
IATA to the International
Civil Aviation Organisation
{ICAD).

The International Air
Transport Association (IATA)
represents around 350 air-
lines worldwide, including
Air India, IndiGo and Spicejet.
In a working paper titled
‘Proposal to Raise the Multi-
Pilot Commercial Air
Transport Pilot Age Limit to 67
years’, IATA said the growth of
the aviation industry world-
wide is causing the demand
for pilots to outstrip supply.

“Raising CAT (Commercial
Air Transport) pilot age limits
to allow more pilots to con-
tinue to work is aligned with
15 of the 17 United Nations
{UN) Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs),
including the initiative of
the Next Generation of
Aviation Professionals
(NGAP) Programme to
ensure a sufficient supply,
whether recruiting older
candidates or retaining exist-
ing pilots, of qualified avia-

tion professionals for the
future,” it said.

In 2006, the upper age limit
for pilots for operating multi-
pilot flights was increased to
65 years from 60O years.
Emphasising that raising the
limit to 65 years has not com-
promised aviation safety and
integrity, the airlines’ group-
ing said the proposed increase
to age 67 years is a “cautious
but reasonable step consis-
tent with safety”.

In at least three countries
— Canada, Australia and and
New Zealand — there are no
upper age limits for pilots,
including for those pilots
undertaking CAT operations.

The retirement age for
commercial pilots in India,
which is one of the world's
fastest-growing civil avia-
tion markets, is 65 years.

According to IATA, the
waorking paper supports
ICAO initiatives to date to
progress more integrated
systems of medical assess-
ment, These will ensure the
safe implementation of
changes to pilot age limits as
well as reinforce the value
and effectiveness of a risk-
assessed, systems-based
integrated approach to man-
agement of any medical
condition that might affect
flight safety, it added.

Further, the airlines’
grouping said there is no evi-
dence of increased on-duty
medical safety events in
licenced air traffic con-

trollers who are not subject
to age limits, who are
assessed to similar func-
tional requirements, inca-
pacity risk targets and oper-
ational competence testing.
“The two leading concemns
for future risk of medical-
cause fatal accidents are
mental health conditions
and problematic substance
use (eg, alcohol and other
drugs). These potential
causes of aviation-related
fatalities tend to present in
a younger demographic,” it
said in the working paper,
submitted this month, ahead
of the 42nd ICAO Assembly.
In the working paper, the
grouping has reguested
ICAO to establish standard-
ised medical risk assess-
ment and oversight systems
informed by a standard set
of pilot medical data to reli-
ably assess the medical risks
associated with pilot age.
Also, it has pitched for
countries to collaborate with
industry and representative
bodies across medical,
licensing and operational
domains on developing
guidance materials in
increasing the upper age
limit to 67 years for pilots
undertaking international
CAT operations.
Meanwhile, India has sub-
mitted a working paper on
‘Need for Addressing
Challenges to Equal
Opportunity in International
Operations’ to ICAQ.
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Mahindra to

make main

fuselage for
Airbus chopper

Times News Nerwonrk

New Delhi: In a boost to “Ma-
ke in India” for aviation eco-
system, Alrbus Helicopters
has awarded a contract to Ma-
hindra Aerostructures
(MASPL), as an additional so-
urce, tomanufacture the main
fuselage of HI26 helicopter
According to contract, indwst-
rialisation will begin immedi-
ately at the MASPL facility in
Bengalury, with the first fuse-
lagedelivery targeted for 2027,
The work package follows the
awarding of H130 helicopter's
fuselage manufacturing to
MASPL in April 2025,

Jurgen Westermeier, prosi-
dent and MDof Airbus in Indis
and South Asia, said: “This new
contractwith Mahindra Aerost-
ructures isa testament to sirong
capabilities of our partners in
India and owur shared vision for
the couniry's asrospace sector
This H125 work package, along
with our H130 partnership and
under<construction HIZS FAL,
demonstrates owr confidence in
[ndia as acritical hub for gobal
aerospace manufacturing,

Anish Shah, group CEQ and
MD of Mahindra Group, said:
“This contract strengthens our
long-term parinership and re-
flects Mahindra Group and Alr-
bus' role in building India's ae-
rospace eeosystem.”
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IndiGo can keep
Turkish planes
for 6 months

New Delhi: The aviation min-
istry hasallowed IndiGo tocon-
tinue using for six months two
wide-body Boeing 777s it had
wetleased (hired with crew)
from Turkish Airlines, starti-
ngSeptl, reports Saurabh Sin-
ha. Now, instead of returning
the aircraft to Turkish Airlines
by Aug 31 — as the govt had di-
rected following Turkiye's sup-
port to Pakistan during Oper-
ation Sindoor — IndiGo can
use them until Feb 28, 2026.
“IndiGo had approached
the minisiry seeking an exten-
sion on the grounds that due to
the continued closure of Pakis-
tan airspace, its narrow-body
Ajrbus A321 did not have the
range to fly between Delhi and
Istanbul, as the alternate route
is much longer,” a source said.
“In case of the non-extension
of wet lease, theonly option wo-
uld have been to cancel Indi-
Go's Istanbul flights. In that ca-
se, Turkish Airlines would ha-
vie been the only carrier to oper-
ate on this route. Hence, a six-
month extension was granted
in view of the geopolitical
situation,” the source added.
IndiGo said the extension
would benefit Indian travellers
during peak travel season.
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