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Adilabad set to soar
with 35,500-cr airport

BJP says project will drive integrated growth of north TG

NEERAJ KUMAR | DC need plans to establish the
HYDERABAD, JULY 27 DEVELOPMENT DRIVE = state’s second-largest in-

dustrial park near
The approval of the  The state guvernmeni had Adilabad, He said 2,200

Adilabad Airport is not

issued a GO allocating 72,278

acres had already been

just a milestone for one crore for the prnjecl. notified, while clearances
district but a major oppor- & The Defen::a Ministry ; were being fast-tracked for
:lur:l:tlj' for the Ttuur:n_u;l would contribute around # The proposed airport ar{_ inlllmnnnlbﬁ{nzfgwr._
Tolangna, BJP MLA  Loorociore. aking the 9 | 00 o and industrial corridor.he
Payal Shankar said. tnltai EJ;D]Ett cost to Adilabad into a sald, would transform Ad-
Addressing a press con. 5,500 crore. national logistics and ilabad into a national
ference at the BJP state o Payal Shankar announces can u!lut?gbwsﬂn logistics and cargo hub,
office, Shankar said the  plans to establish the state's go huy, 9 boosting the textiles, agro-
proposed jolnt-user air- i the textiles, agro- processing and tourism
; ser g second-largest industrial ; s5ing OUrls

port, to be developed by wk near Adilabad. processing and sectors while ereating em:
the Defence Ministry and tourism sectors ployment and promoting
the Airports Authority of tribal skillhtlu{u!?pinrm.
Imliﬂ-\.-\lr would mark a Shankar thanked Modi,
ter in the devel- project, he said, was the attention to Adilabad’s Union ministers G. Kishan

np:nonl of the backward result of coordinated development needs. He Reddy. Bandi  Sanjay
Adilabad region. efforts by the Centre and alleged that the erstwhile Kumar, Kinjarapu Ram
He said the state govern-  the siate government, united Adilabad distriet, Mohan Naidu, Rajnath

ment had issued a GO allo-

Recalling promises made

despite its rich mineral

Singh, and Chief Minister

cating 2,278 crore for the during the elections, resources, fertile agricul- for their support. He said
project, while the Defence  Shankar credited visits by  tural land and strong col-  the foundation stone for
Ministry would contribute Union home minister ton market, had been neg:  the project would be laid
around 23,000 crore, tak- Amit Shah and Prime lected during the previous  soon in the presence of the

ing the total project cost to
about 25,500 crore. The

Minister Narendra Modi
with bringing national

BRS government.

Shankar also annou-

Prime Minister and the
Chiel Minister,
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2 KIA runways to allow parallel departures

Anush.S@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: With simulta-
neous departures from Kem-
pegowda International Air-
port (KIA) to be implemen-
ted from Sept, the airport's
departure capacity is expec-
ted torise significantly.

FROM SEPT

Airports Authority of
India (AAD, in a recent
supplement, issued two
standard departure charts
in which it also specified
that simultaneous departu-
res can be handled from run-
way 27 L and 27 R. This
change will mean that air-
craft will not have to wait
while only one runway is in
use for departure.

Bengaluru airport will begin simultaneous departures
from both runways in two nmﬂns,hnnstiwdepmﬂre
capacity, cutting

i times and i lnprwmg
-III

With parallel departures
beingallowed on both runwa-
ys, aviation experts say, taxi
time will be reduced and pla-
nes will even save fuel and ti-
me, The peak-hour departure
movements can also jump
significantly since aircraft
aren’'t stacking up waiting
forasingledeparture slot.

80mn flyers by 20307?

Union minister of state for
civil aviation DMurlidhar
Mohol told Lok Sabha that
Bengalurn airport’s pas-
senger footfall capacity isex-
pected to reach 80 million
passengers per annum
(MPPA) by 2030. The estima-
tes, he said, have factored in

Phase 2 of the airport’s Ter-
minal 2, expected to increase
its capacity from existing 25
MPPA to 45 MPPA. KIA's cur-
rentannual passenger hand-
ling capacity is 51.5million.

Awaiting proposal: Min
Referring to the proposed
second alrport in Bengalu-
ru, Mohol reiterated that
AAT has conducted pre-fea-
sibility studies at three sites
proposed by state govt. “The
pre-feasibility study report
has been sent to Karnataka.
Govt of India (Gol) has not
received any proposal there-
after under greenfield air-
ports policy either from GoK
or any airport developer for
development of asecond gre-
enfield airport near Benga-
luru,” the minister stated.
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AAI ‘best’ airport
has no flights

[ “hajuraho airport, rank-

ed India’s top airport in
the Airports Authority of In-
dia's latest Customer Satis-
faction Index, has no comm-
ercial flights, prompting qu-
estions aboutthe survey crit-
eria. The picture was always
lacklustre: the airport only
ever had two flights, both
now discontinued. P5
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No planes, no problem: India’s ‘nol
airport’ Kha]uraho has zero flights

Ramendra.Singh
@timesofindia.com

Bhopal: Now boarding —
Khajuraho Airport to the top
of customer satisfaction ran-
king, without a single flight.
The airport in Madhva
Pradesh, which recently top-
ped the Airports Authority of
India’s Customer Satisfac-
tion Index (CSI), has no com-
mercial flights operating du-
ring July and Aug. The im-
probable ranking has raised
evebrows across the aviation
industry and prompted gues-
tions about the AALs survey
methodology. Only  two
flights — connecting Delhi
and Varanasi — ever opera-
ted from the airport. Both ha-
venow been discontinued.
The airport, whose termi-

Only 2 flights — connecting Delhi

and Varanasi — ever operated from
the airport. Both have been sus-
pended since July L, an official said

nal was completed in the late
1960s and which reportedly
saw its first flight in 1978, out-
scored larger and busier pe-
ersin the biannual passenger
survey, The accolade was an-
nounced as the airport’s tar-
mac lay quiet through the
maonsoon. “Flights from here
usually go to Delhi and Var-
anasi, but there are none sin-

ce July 1,” airport director
Santosh Singh told TOL
Asked why services were
suspended, Singh only said
the Delhi and Varanasi
flights will restart from Oct.
CSI i1s based on surveys
carried out by independent
agencies. Passengers evalua-
te 33 core parameters— from
ground transport and par-
king to Wi-Fi and food out-
lets— combined into a com-
posite rating, said officials.
“Ajrports with seasonal
operations canachievea high
score if facilities meet travel-
ler expectations,” said Rahul
Gupta, an air traveller The
result prompted wry reac-
tions from locals who noted
the irony of an airport win-
ning top honours while its
runways see a seasonal lull.
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® 2nd airport listed for hub-and-spoke model

Clear immigration in Amritsar;

avoid hassles at Delhi airport

VINEETA PANDEY
AMRITSAR, JULY 28

Redefining international
connectivity and making
international travel seam-
less, the Union civil avia-
tion ministry {(MoCA) on
Tuesday launched the
“hub-and-spoke™ interna-
tional flight operations
from Amritsar airport.
With the commencement
of operations  from
Amritsar, international
passengers can now com-
plete check-in, immigra-
tion and customs formali-
ties at Amritsar before
departure. Their baggage
will be checked through to
the final international
destination, enabling
them to transfer seamless:
Iy at the designated hub
airport to their onward

¢ THIS WOULD not only
ease load on the Delhi
international airports
immigration and customs
counters, but would also
make it convenient for
the passengers

international flight with-
out undergoing immigra-
tion or customs formali-
ties again.

This would not only ease
load on the Delhi interna-
tional airports immigra-
tion and customs coun-
ters, but would also make
it convenient for the pas-
sengers, particularly eld-
erly and women, to travel
internationally with ease
The “hub-and-spoke”
facility is at present avail-
able through Delhi for 20
international destina-

tions.

Amritsar is the second
airport in the country to
be integrated into the hub-
and-spoke framework after
the government opened
Varanasi as the first air-
port under “hub-and-
spoke” model last month.

Highlighting the transfor-
mational impact of the
“hub-and-spoke” model on
international connectivity
from Amritsar, MoCA min-
ister K. Ram Mohan Naidu
said, “Until now, passengers
travelling from Amritsar
had direct international
connectivity to only seven
destinations. With the intro-
duction of the hub-and-
spoke model, the global con-
nectivity of Delhi Airport
will effectively become
available to passengers
right from Amritsar itself.
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Opposition grows as farmers...

Farmers up inarms, claim 2nd airport site finalised

ASHWINE M
BENGALURU, DHNS

armers inseveral villages along the

Bengaluru-Ramanagara border

areincreasingly coming together
againstany potential acquisition of their
lands for the proposed second airport
for Bengaluru, with farmer leaders
alleging that the government has

already identified the required land and
prepared preliminary maps.

The development comes amid
reports that the government has identi-
fied 4,655 acres in Choodahalli-Soman-
ahalli along the Kanakapura Road and
Kodiyala-Karenahalli in Bidadi Hobli
and neighbouring villages asa part of a
feasibility exercise for the project.

However, the government hasn't

announced the airport’s final locaton.

More than 300 farmers from Kodiya-
Ia-Karenahalli, Narayanapura, Chooda-

halli, Somanahalli, Naganayakanahalli,
Seegehalli, Huttari and neighbouring
villages attended a preparatory meet-

ing recently in Kodivala-Karenahalli, re-

iterating that they would imtensify their
agitation if the project moved forward.
= Second airport. Page 5

Second airport,
From Page 1

Notably, the Bidadi area is
already at the centre of an
intense farmers’ agitation
over a township project.

Farmer leader Kodiyala
Satish said that the region
was being considered for the
airport because it met tech-
nical requirements such as
relatively Mat terrain and lim-
ited hillocks, and was located
far from wildlife habitats.

The government had earli-
ershortlisted three locations
for the project: twio along the
Kanakapura Road and ope
near Nelamangala,

Satish clumed that one of
the shorthisted aptions had
become less feasible due
Lo airspace constraints and
local oppositon
concerns that the Chooda-
halli-Somanahalli region
was now under serious con-
sideration.

Meanwhile, the Karnataka
State Farmers" Welfare Asso-
ciation is planning village-lev-
elmeetingsacross the region
to mahilise support.

Farmer leader Siddaraju
said the community would
not accept development at
the eost of agriculture and
livelihoods,

“Our families have tilled
these lands for three to four
generations. A single acre
feeds 10 to 15 family mem-
bers. Money will dry up
quickly, but our land sustains
us forever. We do not want
to be reduced to begging for
our bread after giving up our
identity,” he added.

Satish urged Chief Minis-

ter D K Shivakumar to con-
sider alternative locarions,
including Kanakapura ar
other non-agriculrural ar-
eas such as Tumakuru or
Chamarajanagar.

Farmers argued that Bi-
dadi had already witnessed
extensive acquisition of ag-
ricultural land for industries,
the Bidadi township project
and other infrastructure
developments, leaving very
little land for cultivation.

The meeting of farmers
also highlighted concerns
over the fate of Tarmers cul-
rivating government land
without Tormal title decds,
with speakers alleging that
many cultivators in the re-
gion had been awaiting reg-
ularisarion of their holdings
for decades,

Leaders of the Karnata-
ka State Farmers' Welfare
Association said they would
collect signatures against
the project and submit it 1o
Chief Minister D K Shiva-
kumar, Union Minister H
D Kumaraswamy and local
clected representatives,

Association president Na-
deem Pasha urged farmers
nat tobe influenced by prom-
ises of higher compensation
and called for unity to safe-
guard agricultural land.

“Amemorandum was sub
mitted to BIP state President
B Y Vijayendra and Leader
of the Oppusition R Ashoka
recently, requesting them
10 exert pressure on the
government to prevent the
proposed construction of o
second international airport
in the Choodahalli-Somana-
halli region,” Pasha added.
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Govt Identifies 40 (ltles to Link Hub Airports

QurBureau

New Delhi: Indis has identified 40 ci-
Lies whereair passengers woullld e al-
le 1o benelil vom liberalised airporl
immigraltion and cargo-screening ru-
les, making iLeasier lor tham Lo lravel
oversceas besides enabling fastor car-
g0 clearance, civil aviation secretary
Samir Sinha sald Tuesday:

“We hove identified 40 such eities,
where there is robust internationasl
travel demzand, to be developed as spo-
kes under the hub-and-spoke model,”
hezaid. “Thiswill make international
air travel convenient for flvers from
these cities and will alzo lead to an -
croease indemand.”

The liberalised rules will permit
passenmers from these cities to
vomplete check-in and Immigra-
tion formalities at their originaire-

port instead of the final point of
depariure.

Thev will then travel to a designated
Indian hub such as Delhl or Moambai
and connect directly to their interna-
tional flight without ropeating im-
migration o customs procedores,
Baggaze will be transferred abrside,
without requiring passengers to col-

lectand recheck it.

Air Tndia has already started flights
uniler this model from Varanasi and
Amritsar, whore passengers can tra-
vel to 27 international destinations
through Delhi, Ahmedabacd, Luck-
o, Patna, Koehi, Vadodara, and Vi-
sukhapatnamare among thecilieslik-
sly tobeeonnaected under the model in

the near future.

Themowve is part of 4 broader push to
develop Delbin, Muwmbai and Bengalo-
ru into interoational hubs, Huab aie-
ports aggregate passenger demeand
fronm an entire region and ol Ter mulLi-
pledirect Mighls tmajorglobal cllies.

Tolia isseeking W seize a rareoppor-
tunity topromaote itz airports as oeans
it hubalternatives to Duabai, Abu Dha-
bi. ancd Doha amid travel disraptions
in the Gulf due to the lran wan Cur-
rently, 85% of Indis’s connecting traf-
fictravels via non-lndian hubs such as
Dubai, Aba Thabi, and Singapore’s
Changi. Many Tndian passengers tra-
velling to North America also connect
through European alrports such as
Frankfurt and London.

“This now model will help us to
bringaviation sovereignly toTndia,”
said eivilaviation minister Ram Mo-
bian Naidu,
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Rerocity and New Intemational Airport

A large Aerocity and a new international
airport will be developed near Indore to
improve global connectivity. The airport is
also envisioned to function as a major
cargo hub,
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TO BOOST INTERNATIONAL AIR CONNECTIVITY

Govt plans 44 airports under
Hub & Spoke flight model

OUR CORRESPONDENT

AMRITSAR: The govern-
ment aims to have a total of
44 airports, indud.'lng 4 hub
airports, o provide seamless
international air connectivity, a
senijor government official said
on Tuesday.

Air India on Tuesday
launched flight service under
the Hub and Spoke model from
Amritsar, the second airport
after Varanasi from where such
fights have been started.

Presently, there is one hub
airport — Delhi — and two
spoke airports — Varanasi and
Amritsar. The next spoke aie-
port will be Ahmedabad.

The model, that seeks 1o
make India a global aviation
hub, will enable seamless con-
nectivity between Tier-11 and
Tier-1II airports with interna-
tonal destinations through hub
alrporis.

Passengers arriving from
smaller cities will be routed
through major hub airports
such ai‘Drllujibr unlp\-‘nrdrf::er-
national connections.

Al a function at the Amrit-
sar airport 1o mark the launch
of Hub and Spoke model
flights, Civil Aviation Secre-
tary Samir Kimar Sinha sabd 4
hubz and 40 atrports would be
developed.

From Amritsar, Air India
will conmect to 27 international
destinations through Delhi
under the model.

Air India on Tuesday launched flights
under the Hub and Spoke model from
Amritsar, the second airport after Varanasi
from where such fights have been started

HIGHLIGHTS

» Presently, there is one
hub airport — Dalhi —
twa spoke airports —
Varanas and Amgitsar.
The next spoke airport
will be Ahmedabad

= The model will enable
seamless connedtivity
betwean Tier-ll and
Tier-lll airparts with
international destinations
thraugh hub airports

» At a function at Amritsar
cirport to mark the
launch of Hub & Spoke
madel flights, Civil
Aviation Secretary
Samir Kumar Sinha sald
4 hubs & 40 airports
would be developed

In a video message, Civil
Aviation Minister K Rammo-
han Naidu said Hub and Spoke
is an “aviation soversignty”
and an “opportunity” model
for Inuclia.

The gowvernment aims to
develop 100 sirports and 200
heliports in 10 years, the min-
ister said.

Under the model, Air India
has introduced ‘Easy Connect’
Mights that will enable travellers
from cities beyond major hubs
Lo drnp bagg;.g{: and cump|rt|.-
immigration at the origin air-

port and travel seamlessly to
overseas destinations.

From Amritsar, Air India
will have ‘Easy Connect' flights
to 27 overseas destinations
within four hours of arrival in
Delhi, including to cities in the
U5, Canada, UK, Europe, Aus-
tralia, West Asia, and Southeast
Acsia, the atrline said.

Air India will have two daily
‘Easy Connect’ {lights from
Amritsar starting on Tuesday.

“As part of the "Easy Con-
nect’ programme, international
travellers from Amritsar can

complete through check-in to
their final destinations, clear
immigration formalities at
Amritsar airport, and enjoy
scamless translers through
Delhi without having to re-
check baggage or change ter-
minals” the airline sald in a
release,

In the coming weeks, Air
Inndia will start such (lights
from Ahmedabad, Goa, Kochi,
and other Indian cities,

The first ‘Easy Connect’ ser-
vice was launched from Vara-
nasi on June 25
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Al crash draft report to

be filed in Oct. 1st week’
SC posts pleas for hearing on Oct. 13

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JULY 28

The Centre on Tuesday
informed the Supreme
Court that the final draft
report of the probe con-
ducted by the Aircraft
Accident Investigation
Burean into the June 2025
Alr India flight AIL-171
crash in Ahmedabad will
be filed before the apex
court in the first week of
October in a sealed cover.
A three-judge bench of
Chief Justice of India
Surva Kant and Justices
Jovmalva Bagchi and V.
Mohana took note of the
submissions of solicitor-
general Tushar Mehta
that the federation of
Indian pilots can provide
its inputs to the AAIB
which, in turn, ecan
peruse and deal with
them if found necessary
during the investigation.
Mr Mehta told the SC
that four simulation tests

have been conducted as
sought in an application by
one of the petitioners. The
final draft report will be
filed before the top court in
a sealed cover, he sald.

The top court was hear-
ing petitions filed by an
NGO, a law student and
the father of the deceased
pilot, seeking an inde-
pendent, court-monitored
investigation into the
crash. It posted the pleas
for hearing on October 13,

Recently, the AAIB filed
an affidavit in the SC say-
ing that the draft final
report of the probe into
the crash, which killed
260 people, is expected to
be ready in October.

The AAIB had said there
is an “absolute statutory
prohibition™ on disclosing
cockpit voice recordings
and airborne image
recordings from the June
12, 2025, Ahmedabad plane
crash to any external come-
mittee or the public.
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SC to await AAIB report on Al-171 crash
before ruling on plea for Court of Inquiry

mmw

Mew Dl

TheSupreme Court on Taes-
day chose to wait for the Alr-
craft Aceldemt Investipation
Buresn's final report on the
Air India Flight 171 crash,
before ruling on o plea for a
Court of Inguiry on the plane
accident,

The AAIE report ks expec-
ted o be ml.g.ged. a tpl.::JLu
berween the “mid of
Seprember” and the “end of
October™ on the tragedy ar
Ahmedabad, which clalmed
over 240 lves including 2%
pasgengers and 12 erew
members on June 12 last
year.

DECIDE ON MERITS

The eourt clarified thar the
plea for a Cowrt of Inquiry or
a “falr, rransparent. and tech-
nbcally sound investigartion®
sought variously by petition-
erg, who include 91-year-old
Prushkar Itag Sabharwal, the
father ol Commander
Sumeet Sabharwal, one of
the pilots on the il-fated air-

GRIM REMINDER. The tragedy claimed over 240 fves including
229 passenpgers and 12 crew members on bme 12, 2025
(hie phota) wer wses

craft, was still very much
alive, bur on hold for the
time bed

A threejudge Bench,
headed by Chief Justice of
India Surya Kanr, said the
teajectory of the current lt-
igarion  would d on
whether the AAIB report on
the crash would be “well-
merited and accepred™.

Justice Joymalya Bagehi
referred submissions
made from the “very first
day" by the peritioners,
which also include the pikots’
federation, that an lnvestigs-

ton of such a magnitude
ought w have gone o an in-
dependent ageney in aceord-
ance with International pro-
wonds to which [ndia was a
signarory. But the court had
opted pot to Intervens a3 the
AAIB probe had by then
“substantially progressad.”

CONTENTIOUS ISEUES

Advocate Prashant Bhushan
submirted that the probe had
been on for over a vear. Heal-
legad “conflict af intenest™,
saying that out of the five
members i the Investigs-

thon peam, three were from
the Directorate General of
Civil Avistion (DGCAY He
sald even the AAIR rules
mandated a permanent
without mem:lem ﬁ'nmbm
DGCA

Solicitor General Tuoshar
Mehra, appearing for the
government and 'RUJE‘ DGCA,
n'bqu.-cted w Bhashan's sub-
missicns, sxying an impres-
sion was being piven as if the
DGOA was concealing some- =
thing. He submitted that ex-
perts from the countries o
which some of the
gers belonged were involved
in the investigation.

He said the investigarion
had raken rime because each
abreraft component had tobe
sent o the manufacmerers
for checking, wherever they
were located.

“By the middle of Seprem-
e, the fimal report would be
out.... but keeping a buifer by
the end of October,” Mehia
assured. Sendor advocare Go-
pal Sankaramarsyanan, ap-
pearing  for  Sabharwal,

hit the AALB report 1o be
:Gugubnunedinamle[iiﬂmw.
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IndiGoadded 330
pilots in FY26,
says annual report

—
Ancesh Phadnis
el iy

IndiGeo added 330 pilots in
F¥26, according to lts latest
annoal re;

While the airline added 14
destinarions and operated 2
per cent maore flights com-
pared to fiscal 2025 113 head-
count rose by BSH w 41,907
emplovees,

IndiGo ended FY26 with
5,786 pilots and 11,203 cabin
crew. During the yest, it ad-
ded ¥ cabin crew, itz an-
mual re said.

IndiGo's pilot  numbers
were a tople of regubsrory
scruginy ing massive
dia lon of its s st
I:Ie::ﬁb.!r. The l=Idli%hn.l lon
oocurred as the airline failed
to adequately plan for the re-
vised pelot dury thme noems.

India's ehvil aviation regu-
lator, the DMrectorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation, had
ordered a 10 per cent cux in
Inditio's flights last Decem-
ber and had given it time till
February 2026 o implement
the new norms,

According to reparts, In-
diGo I8 planning o hice
1000 pilots to
wrmmpupmmphfu.m
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Have taken all steps to learn from Dec disruption: IndiGo’s Bhatia

DEEPAK PATEL
Mew Dethi, 28 july

IndiGo has "taken all the
necessary steps tolearn from
the operational disruption it
faced in December last vear and
was sirengthening frs systems
and processes o emerge
stronger, the airline’s Managing
Director {MD)} Rahul Bhatia
sald on Tuesday. He said this
while outlining the carrier’s
long-term vision centred on
customer frust, international
expansion, and India’s growing
role in global aviation,

In hismessage toshare-
holders inIndiGo’s annual report
for 2025-26, Bhatia described the
first week of December as oneof
the aifline’s most difficult
perods, saying the disruption

had tested both customers and
empiovees. Theannual report
was released on Tuesday.

"The operational disruption
experienced during the first
week of Decemberwasan
extremely challenging time for
both our customers and IndiGo
employees. Wesincerely thank
all of you for vour continued
support and trust in us. We
have taken all the necessary
steps toleam from this episode
and emerge stronget, while
continuing to strengthen our
systems, processes, and oper-
ational resilience for the
future,” he stated.

Pieter Elbers resigned as
chief executive afficet (CEO) of
IndiGo with immediate effect
onMarch 10 this year, citing
personal reasons, after leading

GCAS WE ENTER THE NEXT
PHASE, WE REMAIN DEEPLY
COMMITTED TO CEMENTING
THE TRUST OF OUR
CUSTOMERS, EMPLOYEES
EVERY SINGLE DAY

Reahud Bhatia, indiGo MO

the airline since September
2022, Hisdepariure came a few
months after the airline’s

December 2025 operational dis-

ruption, when thousands of
flights were canocelled.
Following the resignation,
Bhatia —who is also the air-
line’s promoter — assumed
interim charge of the airline,
while the board initiated the
search for a successor. On
March 31, IndiGo appointed
former CEC of British Airways
Willie Walsh as its new chief
executive. Walsh is scheduled 1o
take over after completing his
tenure as director general of the
International Air Transport
Association (IATA)on July 31,
marking a leadership transition
as IndiGo pursues its next phase
ofintemational expansion.
Bhatia said the aifline’s suec-
cess over the past two decades
had been built on the trust of its
customers, employees, and

other siakeholders. He added
that malncaining thistrust
would remain central to
IndiGo's strategy as it entered
its next phase of growth.

"As we reflect on twenty
years of growth, one principle
has guided our journey: an
aspiration tobe the airlineof
cholce. For owr customers, this
means being the airline they
consclously choose because of
the trust we inspire, the reliabil-
ity we deliver, and the quality of
experience we provide,” he said.

"Enduring success in avi-
ation is built by the strength of
the trust earned from cus-
omers, employess, partners,
and stakeholders over time. As
weenter our next phase of
growth, we remain deeply com-
mitted to strengthening that

trust every single day.”
Bhatiaalso outlined what he
described as the next phase in
IndiGo’s journey, with asharper
focus on global operations. He
sald the airline had evolved sig-
nificantly since it began oper-
ations two decades ago, and was
now preparing for its mostambi-
tious phase of global expansion.
“The next decade will repre-
sent the most significant phase
of global expansion in our his-
tory. We are investing in fleet,
technology, infrastructure,
digital capabilities, and talent
o build a truly global aviation
network originating from India.
Our ambition is not only to con-
nect India to the world but alsa
toestablish India as one of the
most important global aviation
hubs of the future,” Bhatia said.
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Dralft final probe report
of AAIBin A-Icrashto
be filed in Oct, SC told
Thesupreme Courton Tuesdaywas apprised
by the government that the draft final report
of the probe conducted by the Alreraft Acci-
dent Investigation Bureau (AAIB) into the
June 2635 Air India flight Al-171 crash In
Ahmedabad will be filed before it in the first
week of October in a sealed cover. A Bench
comprising Chief Justice Surva Kant and
justices Joymalya Bagchi and ¥V Mohana also
took note of the submissions of Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta that the Federation of
Indian Pilots can provide its inputs to the
AATB which, in turmn, can peruse and deal
with them if found necessary during the
investigation. The final draft report will be
filed before the bench ina sealed cover.  pmi
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Boeing posts loss on

Air Force One costs

REUTERS
28 uly

Boeing on Tuesday reported a larger-
than-expected quarterly loss after
taking a 3280 million charge on its
troubled Alr Force One replacement
program, but generated positive free
cash flow as its turnaround plans
gained momentum.

It vook the charge due to higher
engineering costs toensure it delivers
the two delayed United States (US)
presidential plane replacements in
2028, contributing to a $428 million
net loss for the second quarter.

The core loss per share of 76 cents
was worse than analysis’ average ex-
pected loss per share of 30 cents, ac-
cording to LSEG data, though narmower
than the £1.24 per share core loss in the
same period last vear. Despite the
losses, Boeing recorded 5631 million of
free cash flow, compared to a negative
£200 million during the second quarter
of 2025, The cash flow bump was duein
part to higher customer payments than
anticipated. Boeing said.

Boeing s maintaining its guidance
of %1 to £3 billion in free cash flow for
the vear, which would be its first posi-
tive result since 2023, as i increases
production of its best-selling 737 MAX
narrow-body jets.

The FAA received a report that
some seat assemblies were not

correctly installed  pooToc euTERs

FAA may inspect 453 jets

The Us Federal Aviation Administra-
tion (FAA) salid on Monday that seats
on hundreds of Boelng 737 MAX jets
registered in the US may require in-
spections in case they were incorrectly
Installed and nesded to be fived.

If not correctad. the seats could in-
jure passengers and  crew members
during an emergency landing or block
the aisle and slow an evacuation, the
agency said. The FAAs proposed direc-
tive would apply 1o 453 fets reglstersd in
the US. FAA only Ias jurisdiction over
U5 alrines, but forelgn regulators typl-
cally follow ite directives if applicable.
FAA said in the alrworthiness directive
proposal that it received a report that
some passenger seat assemblies were
Incorrectly installed in the seat racks.
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SIA posts first quarterly loss since 22

REUTERS
28 uly

Singapore Airlines (SIA) on Tuesday
reported a firt-quarter net loss, its
first since 2022, weighed down by
loeses from its associate Adr India (A-T)
and higher jet fsel costs from the West
Acia conflict despite record reveriee.
S1A's results reflect a broader
squesze hitting the global airline in-
dustry, where carrers from the
United States (US) to Asia have re-
ported that rising passenger vields
and record travel demand are fail-
ing to keep pace with fuel bills in-

flated by the West Asla conflict.
Singapore Aifdines said demand
for air travel and cargo remains ro-

The last time SIA reported a
gquarterly loss was in the fourth
quarter of FY2021/22, the quarter

bust, but warned that a prolonged ended March 31, 2022,
West Asia conflict could SIA achieved a recond
affect supply chains, glo- RISING FUEL quarterly revenue of

bal trade and macro-

85571 hillion, up 19.3 per

economic conditions. Mﬁé&iﬂtg%ﬁ Cent vear-on-year, driven
The clty-state’s flag SIA'S RECORD by strong passenger de-
carrer posted anet loss of mand and a 12 per cent

5876 million (25879 mil-
lion) for the thres months
ended June 30, compared witha
profi of 55186 milllon a year ago.
That compared to the LSEG esti-
miate for a loss of S54.3 million.

REVENUE

increase in passenger
vields. SIA and budget
unit Sooot carried a record 10,5 mil-
lion passengers, up 6.3 per cent,
while cargo revenue jumped 33.5 per
cent to 55708 million.
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SURAJEET DAS GUPTA
Meww Dedhi, 26 |uly

In June 2005, two determined Indian
entrepreneurs placed onders for 100
Aifrbus planes at the Paris Air Show —
making the plobal aviation industry sit
up and watch.

Rahul Bhatia, whose family rana
travel business, convinced an initialky
reluctant Kolkata-bom Rakesh Gangwal,
wio ran US Airways for four years as
chairmanand CEQ. to co-promote
IndiGo Airlines.

The deal was struck after some kard
bargaining inmeetings in a Mexican fast-
food joint rather than a fancy restarmant.
They were able o negotiate a hefiy dis-
count— better than what Airbus offered
its best custimeTs.

Bhatia hed earlier made an sbortive
attempt to set up an airtine with the Kan-
sagras, @ wealthy British-Indian family,
wiuo had bousht the licence forthe Lalit
Modi-headed Modiluft aidine, now
defunct. The Kansagras did not acoept
Bhatia's demand for equal equity and,
instead, launched Spicetet with Ajay
Singh in May 2005, IndiGo launched with
an Airbus 4320 flight on Augies 4. 2006,
between Delhi and Imphal via Guwabati,

The journcy so far

Twentyvearson, IndiGowithits 430-
strong flect (one-and-a-halftimes Air
Inclia’s) is not only a dominant player in
the Tndinm skies bt a global player to
reckon with. In Julby this year, OAG ranked
itamong the 10 ]argest airdines in the
warld in terms of frequency of flighis In
Jume, the research epency said it was the
world's third meost punctual airline with
anon-time performance of BG.64 per cent.

IndiGo lords over the Indian market.
nJune, it hit & new record, grabbing a
663 percent share of what is the third-
larpest domiestic airlines market in the
world — behind only theUS and China —
according to the Directorate General of
CivilAviation (DGCA) And it widened its
market share gap with its chief rival, the
AirIndia group, by over 5 percentage
points between Jamueary and Jone 2006
In international skies, with a 20 per cent
share of flights from India, it is neck-and-
neckwith the rival.

A fewdays agn, IndiGo signed an
order for 1,000 engines — the largest in
the workd — with CFM Intermational,
which will partly power 510 now Airbus
planes ordered in 2023,

But the aidine’s dominance has also
tripgered attacks from rivals and fliers,
who allege its quality of servioe has
dedined sharply. Competing airlines
allege that it has exploited its clout to
grab the best slots and timings in airports
and used its pricing power to weaken

IndiGo’s flight path,
20 yearson

A clear market leader now, global headwinds have forced
the airline to make steep cuts in capacity

competition. But povernment regulators
and the Competition Commission of
India have been soft in taking action. Said
asenmior meecietiveof anaidine: “Intele-
com, which is also a strategic industry,
theere is 8 50 por cent capon market share
in each cirche. But even at over &5 per
cent, IndiGo faces noswch issue — so
there ane double-smandards.”

Vet noone can deny IndiGo’s sucoess
in an industry where many of the big
boys— from Jet Airerays and Vijay
Mallya's Kingfisher to Wadia's Go First —
have talten like ninepins.

Long-term planming

S0 what did IndiGo do right ? Said Sanjey
Kumar, who has worked at various air-
lines, including a long stint in IndiGoas
jpart of its top manage ment team: “The
hig difference s IndiGo from the begin-
ning had a long term consistent plan of
1020 years — with the clear belief that
India was a high-growth but under-pen-
ctrated market. Competitors however
were planning their business forjusta
Frw quarters aboad ”

Aviation analyst Ameya Joshi added:
“IndiGo was nimble when larper com-
petition inthe form of Jet Adrways and
Kingfisher existed and agile whirn

The growth trajectory
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they went down to make the most of
the situation”.

Clearly IndiGo’s dominant position
was not by design. It happened becatse
thie aidine was nimble enough tograb
every opportunity to gain market shane
— wheen its competitors confronted with
financial trouble closed down or

trirmmed capacity. IndiGo was able to fll
the gap because it had a consistent pipe-
line of aircratt on delivery month-on-
month as partof its Airbus mega-deals,
Sowhen Jet Airways was in tronble at
thie beginning of 2009 and closed Hight

operations in May, IndiGo's domestic

muarket s hiare zoomed from 425 per cent

i larmary to 49 per cent in May and
crossed the halbway merk for the first
time at foub per cent withina year.

After the pandemic, Go First faced
serious engine shortages and closed
diown its operations in My 2003 while
SpiceJet, too, faced financial problems
and out capacity. This offered a double
bonan:za for Inditio — and its market
share jumped from 57.5 per cent in April,
just one month before GoFirst stopped
flights, to 632 per cent in July. In the
same period, Spicelet lost its market
shire from 4.2 per cent to L9 percent.
The chiefbeneficiary was IndiGo.

Even innewairports like Navi
Mumbai, IndiGo has been able to grab 65-
70 percent of the total departing
domestic Hights with 400 weckly depar-
tueres to 42 destinations — even as Air
India decided not to use the airport for
the Hime being, citing higher costs of
fhying from Navi Mumbai.

IndiGocould operationalise such a
strategry because it had new planes. It has
added 22 planes to'its fleet this year,
according to planespotters net, part of 40
thiat are expected to come by the end of
this year. In contrast Air Indis sdded just
two Boeing Dreamliners 787-0, meant for
long hawl destinations

For an airline, a substantial part of the
operational cost is pegged tothe prioe of
fusel over which it has no control Thus,
profitability is alwaysa challenge. But
IndiCio has shown profitin sixof the 11
wears ending FY' 26, with lossesmaostly
during the pandemic.

Air India, onthe other hand, has lost
money every year through these eleven
years = even after the Thtas took over the
company, prompting Tata Trusts chair-
man Noel Tats to question their perform-
ance. Even new player Akasa, despite
having a small, 40-aircraft Heet, has not
ot out of the red in the last four yearsof
its operations.

Clearty the sale and lease-back of air-
craft have helped IndiGo — according to
industry experts, the profit an airline
mukes from selling an aircraft toa leasing
compamy is around $3-5 million, which
would shore up profit

‘The big focus
For IndiGo, the big foois hasbeenon
operational efficiency and costs, Its
gircraft utilisation-per-plane, basedon
revenoe flvinge hours, inFY 25 was double
that of SpiceJet, 27 per cent more than
Air India Express and 5 per cent maore
tham Air Indis

But its total employee-per-aircraft
mitio in FY¥'25 at 96 is lower than AirIndia's
at 125 and Akasa’s at 166, The same is
reflected specifically in the pilot-to-air-
craft ratio, which, at 125 is far lower than
17.3 for Air India and 20,8 for Akasa.

Of course the airline has faced seme
tough challenges. A bitter battle between
Gangwal and Bhatia in 2019 on the way
the airline was run eventually ended with
the former leaving the board — he hes
alsnsolda large part of his stake, It did
not impact business, however.

Last December again, IndiGo taced
it biggest crisis when it was forced to
cancel ower 4,500 flights in 10 days,
affecting over one million passengers,
creating chaos in airports across the
courttry and prompting angry customers
todemand refunds,

Theairtine was unable toschedule its
flighis as it had failed to hire enough
pilois to implement a8 new roster inwhich
pilots were required to be given more rest
hours. This, despite the management
Enowing fully well of the requirement.
nearky a yesr in shvance.

But ina rearguard action, brads rolled
n the airfine — Peter Elbers quit as CEQ
and Bhatis was browght in as the interim
managing director shead of WillicWalsh,
formier CEQ of British Alrways, joining as
the new CEQ of IndiGo.

Thechallenges
Itis alen facinge headwinds in imtermational
skdies. The Iran-US war and the blockade of
Hormurz saw fuel prices hit the roof, forc-
ng airlines to cancel a large mumber of
[lightsin the war zone of Wiest Asia.
However, hopes rose after the US and
Iran agreed on a fragile peace deal but a
resurpenoe in fighting has seen pilots
petition the povernment to suspend
Hight= to West Asia_In March, according
to data from Cirium, which tracks Hight
operations globally, IndiGo cancelled 10
percent ofits international Hights.
According to OAG, the aitdine cutits
intemational capacity in May by 17 per
cent — one of the steepest among the top
global airlines compared with February.
But Indifo has negotinted many such
challenges. It has clearly charted out its
Hlight path Gl 2030 [bwantstoruna
s50-plane fleet, handling 200 million
passengers per anmum (124 millionin
Fy26), with 3,000 daily flizhts {from
2200 currently) and 40 per cent of its
cupacity coming from international
routes. Going by it past performance,
that is an achievable tarpet. By 2030, the
Indizn skies are unlikely to change muich
despite the povernment promising mone
competition. IndiGo looks set to con-
tinue its dominance, with the Air India
groupa distant second ina duopoly.
Dutlining the ture, promoter-
managing director Rahul Bhatia said,
in the IndiGo ennual report released
on Tuesday, that the airline will
wittiess the most sipnificant phase
of international expansion in its history
over the next decade.
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Air India’s Provisional Q1 Loss likely to Cross 31,200 crore

QurBureay

MNew Delhi: Singapore Adrlines (SLA)
incurred a net loss of T3LLTE crore
Fronm 1152001 % stake in AlrTrdia in (he
thiree months ended June, (the aldine
said, whila declaring s guartedy
carnings Tucsday

The results indicate that Air India’s
provisional loss for the fiscal firstqu
arter has crosscd 71,200 croro. por
ETs caleulations, though there can

b minimal variations in the actual
numhbers as sharply highor fuel costs
and sustained cleswre of Palistani
airspaci has Kept the Tata Group-ow-
ned carrier’s operations wder pres-
sure, In comparison, Adr India’s bips-
gesl Fival Tl bGoclocked aloss of #2352
crore in thesame periml.

ST4A, however, emphasized that 1o
along with partner Tata Sons arc
committed to Air India’s longtorm
snecess, and working together to sup
port ity multi-vear transformation

PrOgTATITIC.
The losses come in the midst of an
apgressive network and fleet expan-
gion by Adr lndia, placing combined
orders for 770 alrcraft from

S Adrbus and Boeing over
e ardd 2024, The carrier

has heen banking on scale

Loy alleviale unit costs and tarn profi-
table, but extornal headwinds have
complicated that path. A turnaroand
of Air Indiaconld takeuptoadecade,
Tata Sons chairman N Chandraseka-

ran saidin the company’s FY26 annu
al report. Thecarrier postedanctloss
of T22,238 crore in FY 36,

Priceof aviation turbinefucl, which
accounts for nearly 40% of the cost of
operating an airline in India, has spi-
ralladdue Lo the TTS-Tran war This has
hit all Tndian carriers hul has proved
particularly damaging lor Alr Tndia,
which operates a large mamber of wi-
de-body jots on long-haul internatio-
nal routes where fuel burn is signifi
cantly higher,
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IndiGo eyes global growth
amid near-term headwinds

MITIM KU HAR
Mew Delhi, July 28

INDIGO HAS DOUBLED down
on its long-term growth plans
despite warning that peopoliti
cal tensions, volatile fuel prices
anid currency B uctuation s coulkd
welgh on the aviation sector n
FY 27, saying India is entedng a
muilti-decade aviation growth
cycle that will underpin its
biggest global expansion yet,

In itz F¥26 annual report
redepeed on Tuesday, the airline
said the near-term outlook for
Indianaviationremains valner
able to propolitical uncertam
ties, particularly in VWest Asia,
which have resultad in inteomit -
tent abrspace restrictiong higher
operatingcostson ceain inter
national routes and the risk of
schedule disTuptions. It also
flagged volatilityinglobal crude
oil prices and foneign exchange
rates as continuing risks o air-
lire cost structunes

Despite these headwinds,
Managing Director Rahul Bha
tia said the structural dovers of
India’s  awiation —market
remained frmiyintact “The riss
of anaspiring middle dass, rapid
Infrastructure  development,
digital transformation, manu
facturing expansion and the
increasing global integration of
Indian busine sses areall driving
unprecedented demand for
connectivity,” he said, adding
that IndiGo was positioning
itselfto lead whatitbelieves will

FLEET CHECK

rpoes B 9 150+ |cheion

1232 142 11

dosinations 9 O+

be a multi-decade aviation
axpansionin thecountry

That confidence ks reflecied
intheairline s strat cgyto trans
form iself from a predomi
nanthydomesticlowcostcamier
into a global network airline,
Bhatia described the coming
decade as the most signdficant
phase of mternational expan
sion in the company’s history,

The airline said the mduc
tionof Airbus A3 2 1 X1 Raircaft,
alongwith the planned additlon
ol Alruis A3 50 wide-body jets,
will allow it to enter new mar
kets and graduallyex pand kong:
haul operations Tosupport that
strategy, IndiGo plans to
inremse the shareofownedand
finance-leased alrcraft w 30-
40¥uoiits targeted 600-alrcmaft
fleet by 2030, up from amund
209 currently, redudng its
reliance on opemting leases.

Govt clears
Walsh as
IndiGo CEO

FORMER INTERMA-
TIOMAL AIR Transport
Association (LATA) Director
Geneml Wilke Walsh has
received security deamnoe
fram the Ministry of Chvil
Aviation (MoCA) for his
appointment as CEQ of
IndiGa, dearing the final
regulatory bnmdle before he
takes charge of the coun
try'slargestairfine.

The aleling said In its
F¥26 annual report that
Walsh s expected to
assume office on or before
August 3, FEBUREAL
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Smoke alert forces flight’s Rajkot landing

Dhairya Gajara
MUMBAI
An IndiGo flight carrying 104
people from Dubai to Mumbai
made an emergency landing at
Rajkot International Airport
on Monday after the crew
detected smoke in the air
craft’s lower cargo hold.

The Airbus A321, registered

VT-NCV and operating os
flight 6E-1452, landed safely
under emergency protocols,
Rajkot airport officials said the
pilot alerted Air
Control after an emergency
was declared at 245pm

‘A major call was issued
with immediate effect. Around
70 ambulances, nursing staff,
doctors and firefighters were

Traffic

kept on standby” Rajkot dis-
trict collector Om Prakash
said.

The twin-engine aircraft

landed ar 3.27pm, 42 minutes

after the emergency was
declared, and was grounded
for technical inspection and
engineering clearance.
According to officials, air
safety regulators and mainten-

ance engineers were examin-
ing whether the warning was
caused by a thermal event or
false sensor alarm,

IndiGo said the flight was
diverted “as a precautionary
measure due to a technical
issue”. The onward flight to
Mumbai was expected to
depart at 730pm and arrive at
820pm.
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Domestic
airfare up
20.5% in June

The government on
Monday said that avi-
ation regulator DGCA
has observed that aver-
age airfare rose 20.5%
on 72 domestic routes in
June 2026 compared to
May 2025. In a written
reply to the Rajya Sabha,
Minister of State for Civil
Aviation Murlidhar
Mohol said airlines’
operating costs are
dynamic in nature and
their individual compo-
nents vary due to
multiple factors.
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Air India’s transformation 5-10 yr
journey, says Tata Sons Chairman

Air India's transformation
journey must be seen as a
five- to ten-year endeavour,
considering vears-long supply
chain disruptions in key com-
ponents, the need to overhaul
legacy systems, culture and
fleet, and the creation of a
large cadre of airline profes-
sionals, according to Tata
Sons Chairman N
Chandrasekaran.

While mentioning that sig-
nificant progress has been
made in the transformation
journey, he stated that every
great airine in history was

built ower decades, not
quarters,

Chandrasekaran stated that

the airline faced three exter-
nal headwinds in the 2025-26
financial year. “Alr space clo-
suress West Asia conflict-
driven fuel price hikes and
foreign exchange fluctuations;
and the crash of All71 made it
the most challenging vear for
Alr Indin. At every stage, Air
India’s teams responded with
resilience and adapiability.”
he stated. Tl
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IndiGo tops regional subsidy
chart with over 1.2 ¢r funding

Dhairya Gajara

BUMBAI

India’s largest carrier IndiGo
has emerged as the biggest
beneficiary of government
subsidies under the Regional
Connectivity Scheme (RCS)
UDAN in the last nine vears,
securing over Rs 1200 crore in
viability gap funding (VGF).
State-owned Alliance Air fol-
lowed closely as the second-
largest recipient with over Rs
1000 crore with the total
amount of subsidies exceeding
Rs 4,800 crore,

The figures were disclosed
in the Lok Sabha by the
Ministry of Civil Aviation in
response [0 a question,
Acoording to the ministry, a
total of Rs 48811 crore has

been disbursed under VGF to
select airline operators from
financial vear 2017-18 o 2026-
27 A total of 15 alrlines have
benefited from the govern-
ment scheme in over eight
years.

The government's VGF is
designed to bridge the finan-
dal deficit on regional routes,
capping airfares for common
citizens while compensating
girlines for operational losses
during the initial development
phase of Tier-2 and Tier-3 mar-
kets.

According to MoCA, market
leader IndiGo received the
highest amount of Rs 120113
crore, whereas the state-
backed Alliance Alr received
Rs 100751 crore in over eight
vears, bath together absorbing

nearly 45% of the total Rs
4,88L10 crore funding pool
Regional player Star Air, oper-
ated by Ghodawat Group, cap-
tred the third spot with Rs
75730 crore, while budget air-
line Spicelet received Rs
66254 crore. Other benefid-
arfes include Air Odisha, Air
Taxi, Big Charters, Deccan
Charters, GSEC Monarch,
Heritage, Jet Airways, Pawan
Hans, Trujet, Zoom Air and
Flyol.
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Air India revival may
take a decade: Chandra

Abhishek Law

abhishek law@livemint.com

Tata Sons has reset expectations
for Air India's revival, with
chairman N. Chandrasekaran
telling shareholders that build-
ing a global airline is a five- to
10-year effort rather than a mat-
ter of quarters, signalling the
turnaround will take longer
than originally envisaged.

The comments, made in Tata
Sons’ FY26 annual report
released on Monday, are the
first time Chandrasekaran has
publicly framed Air India's
transformation over such a long
horizon since the Tata Group
regained control of the airline in
January 2022,

“Every great airline in history
was built over decades, not
quarters,” Chandrasekaran
wrote. “Given where it began,
Air India’s transformation must
be seen as a five- to ten-year
journey, considering the years-
long supply chain disruptions in
key components, the need to
overhaul legacy systems, cul-
ture and fleet, and the creation
of a large cadre of technical and
airline professionals.”

He described the task as
rebuilding the airline through
“fleet renewal, training, service
transformation and network
expansion.”

The remarks effectively
extend the timeline beyond
Vihaan.Al, the five-year trans-

N.Chandrasekaran,chairman,

Tata Sons. REUTERS
formation programme unveiled
in September 2022 under outgo-
ing chief executive Campbell
Wilson to restore profitability
and rebuild Air India into a
world-class carrier.

Instead, FY26 became Air
India’s toughest year since
returning to the Tata fold. The
closure of Pakistani airspace
from April 2025, the fatal AIl71
crash in June of same year, the
conflict in West Asia and higher
fuel costs disrupted operations,
while aircraft delivery delays
constrained expansion.

Air India also cut several
domestic and international
routes to stem losses. Wilson,
meanwhile, announced his res-
ignation in April and is
expected to step down in Sep-
tember. A successor is yet to be
announced.
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Will the govt. relax rules on
airport-airline ownership?

Has the Adani Group’s MoU with Embraer prompted the Centre’s rethink on cross-ownership rules?

Jagriti Chandra

The story so far:
ollowing a request from the
Adani Group, the Ministry of
Civil Aviation is examining
whether to relax
cross-ownership restrictions between
airport operators and airlines. Officials
are preparing a concept note for
consultations with the NITI Aayog and
other government ministries before any
proposal is taken to the Union Cabinet.

What is the government proposing?
The restrictions under review are
embedded in airport concession
agreements rather than in legislation. The
concession agreements for Delhi and
Mumbai airports cap aggregate airline
ownership in the airport operator at 10%,
while those for the Noida International
Airport (Jewar) and Navi Mumbai airports

allow up to 26% ownership in an airline.
These provisions can also be applied in
reverse, effectively restricting airport
operators such as Adani from acquiring
significant stakes in airlines.

While the Adani Group denied media
reports and said it had no interest in
entering the airline business, a separate
report cited a letter from Adani Airports
CEO Arun Bansal stating that Adani
Defence and Aerospace “was evaluating
participating in the airline business to
play a meaningful role in bridging
connectivity in tier-2 and tier-3 cities”.
Government officials have latched on to
this rationale, arguing that amending the
cross-ownership rules would enable new
airline entrants and help break the
near-duopoly of IndiGo and the Air India
group in the domestic market.

The interest comes at a time when the
Adani Group has signed an MoU with
Brazilian aircraft manufacturer Embraer

to explore local production of passenger

aircraft. Embraer has said that setting up
a final assembly line (FAL) in India would
depend on securing a substantial aircraft
order from the country.

How will concerns be addressed?
The current concession agreements
maintain a separation between airport
operators and airlines to prevent potential
conflicts of interest by ensuring airports
remain neutral infrastructure providers
and do not favour affiliated carriers in
gate allocation, terminal access, airport
facilities or other operational decisions.
Government officials say any relaxation
of the rules is likely to be accompanied by
safeguards to ensure an “arm’s length”
relationship between airport and airline
businesses. Among the measures under
consideration are provisions preventing
the direct or indirect sharing of
commercially sensitive information,

including data relating to slot allocation
and airport operations. The proposal is
also expected to prohibit common key
managerial personnel from holding
executive positions in both the airport
and airline entities.

The Adani Group is already the largest
airport operator in the country with 8
airports in its kitty. It also has a 99.98%
stake in maintenance, repair and overhaul
company Airworks, has an agreement to
acquire a 72.8% stake in pilot training
organisation Flight Simulation Technique
Centre, ground handling, retail and food
and beverage concessions at airports.

How have airlines reacted?

India’s two largest airline groups — IndiGo
and Air India—have opposed the reported
move, arguing that allowing airport
operators to own airlines would create
conflicts of interest and weaken
competition.

IndiGo Managing Director Rahul Bhatia
said there was “no global precedent
because it would typically raise a massive
conflict of interest, and over a period of
time it would go against the interest of
consumers.”

Air India has expressed similar
reservations. A senior executive told The
Hindu that “vertical consolidation” in
aviation is problematic, pointing to the
Adani Group’s presence across multiple
segments of the aviation value chain.

According to the executive, ownership
across so many parts of the ecosystem
could disadvantage competing airlines
and ultimately reduce competition and
employment in the sector.

What are some global examples of
such cross ownership?

While common ownership between
airports and airlines exists in jurisdictions
such as Singapore, Qatar and the UAE,
these examples largely involve
government ownership of both entities.

In Singapore, both Changi Airport
Group and Singapore Airlines are
ultimately owned by the government,
with Temasek Holdings holding a
majority stake in Singapore Airlines,
while Qatar owns both Hamad
International Airport and Qatar Airways,
and the government of Dubai owns Dubai
Airports and Emirates.

These examples differ from India in
that each has one dominant state-backed
flag carrier that anchors the hub airport,
rather than multiple privately owned
domestic carriers competing at privately
operated airports. India’s proposal, by
contrast, would permit common
ownership in a competitive market with
multiple privately owned airlines, raising
concerns over potential conflicts of
interest and whether airport operators
could accord preferential treatment to
athliated carriers.
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Air India FY26 loss more than
doubles to 322,238 crore

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBALI

Air India’s financial turna-
round effort suffered a ma-
jor setback in FY26 with
the privatised airline re-
porting a net loss of
122,238 crore, more than
double it suffered in FY25,
according to Tata Sons An-
nual Report.

Revenue slid to 70,081
crore from ¥76,754 crore,
due to scaled down opera-
tions amid geopolitical
developments.

Singapore Airlines,
holding 25% stake in Air In-
dia, reported a QI loss of
$58.7 million, the first loss
since 2022 when it was im-
pacted by COVID-19.

Singapore Airlines’
quarterly losses were attri-
buted to steep hike in jet

Air India’s revenue dropped to
70,081 cr. from 376,754 cr.

fuel prices and mounting
losses at Air India.

In his message to share-
holders, Tata Sons chair-
man N. Chandrasekaran
described FY26 as the air-
line’s ‘most challenging
year' since its acquisition
by the Tata Group in Janu-
ary 2022 and attributed the

deteriorating financial per-
formance to a combination
of geopolitical tensions,
operational  disruptions
and one-off events that sig-
nificantly affected the air-
line’s operations.

“Given where it began,
Air India‘s transformation
must be seen as a five-to
ten-year journey,” he said,
indicating the turnaround,
planned as a five-year pro-
gramme under the Vihaa-
n.Al strategy, could now
extend up to a decade.

Tata Sons net rises
Meanwhile for FY26, Tata
Sons’ revenue rose 9.1% to
¥42,367 crore while profit
(after tax) climbed 21.8% to
131,961 crore. The board of
Tata Sons has recommend-
ed a final dividend of
1,10,717 per share.
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737 MAX seats may need inspections: FAA

Reuters

letters@hindustantimes.com

SEATTLE: The US Federal Avia-
tion Administration (FAA) said
on Monday that seats on hun-
dreds of Boeing 737 MAX jets
registered in the US may require
inspections in case they were
incorrectly installed and needed
to be fixed.

If not corrected, the seats
could injure passengers and
crew members during an emer-
gency landing or block the aisle
and slow an evacuation, the
agency said. The FAA's proposed
airworthiness directive issued
on Monday would apply to 453
jets registered in the US The

agency only has jurisdiction over
US airlines, but foreign regula-
tors typically follow FAA direct-
ives if applicable.

Nearly 2,300 737 MAX jets are
in service around the world,
including 823 in the US, accord-
ing to aviation advisory and
intelligence firm IBA. The pro-
posed directive comes as Boeing
works to improve its production
quality and boost output under
CEO Kelly Ortberg. Production
quality problems were revealed
in early 2024 when a door plug
panel blew out of a nearly new
Alaska Air 737 MAX in flight.

The FAA said in the airworthi-
ness directive proposal that it
received a report that some pas-

Nearly 2300 Boeing 737 MAX jets
are in service around the world.

senger seat assemblies were not
correctly installed in the seat
tracks.

That meant the assemblies
could disengage from the seat
tracks if there was an increased
load, turbulence or an emer-
gency landing, the FAA said.
There could be up to 69 track-

mounted passenger seat assem-
blies on each 737 MAX plane,
and the issue would take an esti-
mated one work hour to inspect
and then an hour to fix each
assembly and required no parts,
the FAA said. Airlines might be
able to have multiple employees
inspecting seats simultaneously,
greatly reducing the total time
for each aircraft. It did not say
how quickly airlines would need
to correct the issue.

A Boeing spokesperson said
the planemaker issued guidance
to operators about the issue in
December 2025,

“We support the FAA making
that guidance mandatory,” the
spokesperson said in an email.
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IndiGo seeks nod to
hike borrowing limit

HREW DELHMLUBARA]

which operates India's Lirg-

oot alrblawe D], Bs uﬂ.'kllm
sharcholder approval o raise
its borrowing limit by 57% to
L, 00 erore, from the exist-
ing 170,000 crore, as Uhe air-
line prepares to finance an
nggressive fleet expansion,

The airline I"‘t'li'l'lh i
st ils oxisting hormowing
limaid i FY27 o sewebes an acleli-
tiomal borrowing capacity of
CA00000 erowe, whilch b s Hileely
tovuse by thee first hall of FY2,
IwiiCio snid in the sharcholder
natice 1o its annual general
mieseting on Tuesday

About 75% of the incremen-
tal borrowing capacity is
expectedd o be used 1o finance
airerall iroigh long-ter
fineinee leases, with the balanee
carmurked forcapital expendi-
ture and working caplial.

Thwe move comes as IndiGo
navigaies one of the largest
exparsinn programimes inavi-

I nierfilobe Aviation Licd,

Maost of the new borrowing will
finance sircralt lsases

ativsn. Theairline had a Neet of
FH aircraft as of 31 March
20026, while its order book
stisod at about SO0 aircrafl,
with deliveries spread throageh
2005, IndiGo is also targeting
sy 2000 million passengers
adiiiElly, aroard 5,000 daily
departuresand a fleet ol mors
thun S50 aircrafi by 20040,

abhishek. lawalive-
TR ]

Fov au extended version of
this stary, go fo livemint. com.
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The last time the airline posted a quartery loss was
in the fourth guarter of fiscal year 2021-22 munes

SIA posts Q1net loss,
dragged by Air India

inga pore Adrlines (S14) on Tuesday
S reporied & lirst-quarter net loss, s st
simee 2022, welihed dowi by losses from
its associnte Adr Indda and higher jet fuel costs
from the Middle East conflict despite record
rEVENE,

The resubts reflect o broader squeeze hitting
the global aidine industry, where carriors from
the U5 1o Asia have reported that rising
passenger viclds amd record travel demand are
failing to keep pace with foel bills inflaged by
the Middle East conflict.

SIA sabd desnand for adr travel and cargo
remains robust, but warmed that a prolonged
Middle East conflict conld affect supply chains.
glohal trade and macroeconomic conditions,

The city-state’s Mg carrier posted onel loss
ol 8576 million (858,79 million) for the three
momthes empclecd 30 June, compared with a
profit ol 551846 million a vear ago. That
commpamsd (o the LSEG estimate fora lossof
554.3 million.

Thie last time SLA reported a quarterdy loss
was in the fourth quarter of fiscal year 2021-22,
the gisnrter erided 31 March 20022, during the
pinckemic REUTERS
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Avg airfare on
72 domestic
roules rose

20.5% in June:
DGCA data

NEW DE[.HI:ThEgm'\eru-
ment on Monday said that
aviation regnlatnr DGCA
has observed that average
airfare rose 20).5 per cent on
72 domestic routes in June
2026 compared to March
2025.

In a written reply to
the Rajya Sabha, Minister
of State for Civil Aviation
Murlidhar Mohol said air-
lines' operating costs are
dynamic in nature and their
individual com; nis
dueto mu]ﬁpieplecmigmssutmrl{
as price of Aviation Turbine
Fuel {(ATF) in international
markets, foreign exchange
rates, excise duties and Value
Added Tax (VAT) and lease
rentals.

ATF alone accounts
for 35 to 40 per cent of
an airlines total operating
expenses.

“Directorate General of
Civil Aviation has observed
that there is approx. 20.5 per
cent increase in the average
airfare on 72 domestic sec-
tors on comparing June 2026
to March 2025 the minis-
ter said.

Details about the 72
routes were not disclosed.

In another written reply,
Mohaol said airfares are not
subject to regulation by
the government and every
air transport undertaking
establishes a tariff having
regard to all relevant factors,
including the cost of opera-
tion, characteristics of ser-
vice, reasonable profit, while
adhering to Rule 135 of
Aircraft Rules, 1937, AGENCIES
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Final report of AAIB in Ahmedabad plane crash to be filed in October, SC told

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
M New Dethi

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday was apprised by the
Government that the draft
final report of the probe con-
ducted by the Aircraft
Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB) into the June
2025 Air India flight Al-171
crash in Ahmedabad will be
filed before it in the first
week of October in a
sealed cover.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice Surya Kant and jus-
tices Joymalya Bagchi and V

Mohana also took note of the
submissions of Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta that
the Federation of Indian Pilots
can provide its inputs to the
AAIB which, in turn, can
peruse and deal with them if
found necessary during the
investigation.

During a brief hearing, the
solicitor general told the
bench that four simulation
tests have been conducted as
sought in an application by
one of the petitioners. The
law officer said that the final
draft report will be filed
before the bench in a sealed

cover. The court was hearing
petitions filed by an NGO, a
law student and the father of
the deceased pilot, seeking
an independent, court-mon-
itored investigation into the
crash. The bench has now

posted the pleas for further
hearing on October 13.
Recently, the AAIB filed an
affidavit in the top court
saying that the draft final
report of the probe into the
crash in Ahmedabad, which

killed 260 people, is expect-
ed to be ready in October.

The AAIB had said there is
an “absolute statutory prohi-
bition" on disclosing cockpit
voice recordings and air-
borne image recordings from
the June 12, 2025, Ahmedabad
plane crash to any external
committee or the public.

It had said that sharing
such material would violate
Rule 17(1) and Rule 17(5) read
with Schedule C of the Aircraft
(Investigation of Accidents
and Incidents) Rules, 2025.

Prior to this, bench had
asked the Centre to file a brief

report on the “procedural
protocol” followed so far,
after it was informed that the
investigation into the crash
by the AAIB is at its fag end.

Air India’s Boeing 787-8
flight Al171, en route to
London’s Gatwick airport,
was operated by pilot-in-
command Captain Sumeet
Sabharwal and co-pilot
Captain Clive Kunder.

The crash took place after
the plane took off from
Gujarat's Ahmedabad.
Former Gujarat chief minister
Vijay Rupani was among
the victims.
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Air Indiaturnaround maytake
uptoadecade:TataSons
Chairman N Chandrasekaran

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE
New Delld, 28 July

Afr India’s transformation
journey could take as long as
adecade, significantly longer
than the airling’s original
five-year revival roadmap,
with Tata Sons Chairman N,
Chandrasekaran citing
multiple operational and
structural challenges that
continue to weigh on the
CATTICrS Progress

In the Tata Sons annual
report, Chandrase karan said
the airline's revival is a
long term exercise that extends
beyond financial restructuring
and requires rebuilding several
core aspects of thebusiness,

According to him, the
turnaround is being slowed
by persistent global supply
chain disruptions affecting
the availability of critical
aircraft components, the
complexity of modernising
legacy technology platforms,
fleet renewal and expansion,
cultural transformation, and
the need to develop a much
larger poolof skilled technical
and aviation professionals.

The revised outlook marks
a shilt from Vihaan. Al Air
Indlials five-year trinsformation
strategy urmeiled in September
2022 under then Chief Executive
Officer and Managing Director
Campbell Wilson. The roadmap
had outlined an ambitious
plan to restore Air India's

CEOMBRRC AR Vi

position as a world-class
global airline by 2027,

The latest assessment
also comes at achallenging
time for the airline. Air India
has been dealing with
disruptions caused by airspace
restrictions linked to tensions
in West Asia, hicher aviation
tuel costs, and the aftermath
of last years fatal aircraft
crash, all of which have
added pressure on its
operations.

Meanwhile, the airline is
also preparing for a leadership
transition. Campbell Wilson
is scheduled to step down
as Chief Executive Officer
on September 30 after
completing his notice period.
Air India has not yet

Wed, 29 july 2026
https://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/88533334

announced his successor.
Financially, the carrier
reported a net loss of Rs
22,238 crore for the financial
yvear ended March 2026,
more than doubling from
Rs 10,859 crore recorded in
the previous fiscal vear.
India’s aviation sector has
witnessed a strong recovery
in passenger traffic since
the pandemic, supported
by robust domestic demand.
However, airlines continue
toface profitability challenges
due to elevated operating
costs, ongoing aircraft supply
constraints, and intense fare
competition making long-term
financialrecovery adifficult
task even asdemand remains

resilient



AIR‘PURISAU‘I HORITY UF IND!A

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TELEGEAPH KOLEATA 28 JULY 2026

G& Rebuilding Air India is
alongjourney...every
great airline in history

was built over decades,
not quarters

N Chandrasekaran,
Tata Sons chairman
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Smoke in hold, plane landsm in Rajkot

Tines NEws NETWoRK

Rajkot: An IndiGo flight
from Dubai to Mumbai made
an emergency landing at Hi-
rasarairporthere on Monday
after smoke was detected in
the aircraft’s cargo hold.

Flight IG01452, operated
by an Airbus A321 aircraft,
was diverted to Rajkot as a
precautionary measure,

All194 passengers and the
crew disembarked safely,

“Flight 1G01452, aircraft
type A321, operating from Du-
bai to Mumbai, was diverted
to Rajkot due to smoke detec-
ted in the cargo hold,” an air-
port official said.

Rajkot airport was infor-
med at 2.45pm, after which a
full emergency was declared.
The aireraft landed safely at
3.27pm.

In accordance with emer-

gency response protocols, the
airport deployed fire tenders,
ambulances, rescue vehicles
and medical teams. Local ho-
spitals and the police were al-
soalerted.

Talking to media persons,
Rajkot district collector Om
Prakash said, “On getting in-
formation about the emer-

The aircraft at Rajkot International airport in Hirasar on Monday

gency landing, we alerted all
the government hospitals,
medical colleges, private ho-
spitals. All the doctors and
nursing staff were put on
alert, We arranged deploy-
ment of 70 ambulances near
airport.”

“Arrangements were ma-
defor all 194 passengers in the

arrival hall of the internatio-
nal terminal,” Rajkot airport
director Diganta Borah said.
“Passengers will not be per-
mitted to leave the terminal
building unless there is a me-
dical emergency. We have be-
en told that IndiGo has arran-
ged another aircraft coming
from Mumbai to transport
these passengers to their des-
tination,” he added.

Although Rajkot airport
has an international termi-
nal, regular international
flight operations have not vet
commenced. However im-
migration and customs clea-
rance facility is available on
call.

Earlier in the day, IndiGo
issued a statement saving the
inspection of the aircraft was
underway and an alternative
aircraft was being arranged
to complete the journey,
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Dubai-Mumbai
flight diverted

Rajkot: A Dubai-Mumbai
IndiGo flight carrying 194
passengers and crew mem-
bers made an emergency
landing at the Rajkot Inter-
national Airport in Gujarat
on Monday after smoke was
detected in the cargo hold
area, airport authorities
said. The aircraft landed
safely at3:27pm, and all pas-
sengers were evacuated
without any injuries, they
said. The cause of thefireis
beingascertained. e
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Next decade to
see max global
erowth: IndiGo

Saurabh Sinha@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: IndiGo, which turns 20 next
week, is going to witness the “most signifi-
cant phase of international expansion in
(its) history™ in the next decade. The airli-
ne, which had its first flight on Aug 4, 2006
from Delhi to Imphal via Guwahati, now
plans to “establish India as one of the most
important global aviation hubs of the futu-
re,” said the airline’'s promoter-MD Rahul
Bhatia in the company's annual report
2025-26.

Meanwhile, govt has granted security
clearance to former British Airways CEQ
Willie Wash totake over thisrole in IndiGo,
which is likely to happen next Monday. Fol-
lowing the exit of Pieter Elbers as CEQ on
March 10, as a fallout of the unprecedented
schedule collapse IndiGo had witnessed
last Dec, Bhatia had taken over that role as
an interim measure,

With a fleet of 441 aireraft and nearly
1,000 still on order, including wide bodies,
IndiGo is the domestic market leader with
over60% share.
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Amritsar gets seamless airlink
to 27 intl destinationsvia Delhi

CHARANJIT SINGH TEJA
THANTANE & DWS SENVICD

AMRITSAR, JULY 28

Air India launched its “Easy
Connect” service from Sri
Guru Ram Dass Jee Interna-
tiomal Alrport, Amntsar under
the Centre's hub-and-spoke
model, enabling passengers
from Punjab to access 27T
international  destinations
through seamless connee-
tions via Delhi

The new service allows
mternational  travellers to
complete thmough check-in
and immigration formalities
at Ammitsar itself, eliminating
the need o recheck bagpage
or undergo repeated proce-
dures at the Delhi airport. Pas-
sengers can transit through
Delhi as international transfer
passengers without chanpging
terminals, making overseas
travel more convernsent.

The Easy Conned services
were inaugurated by Union
Civil Aviation Minister Kin-
ja.rupu Ram Mohan Nakdu,

who said the expansion of the
hub-and-spoke model to
Amritsar reflects the povern-
ment's vision of extending
global airconnectivity beyvond
metropolitan cties.

He zaid the indtiative would
strenpthen India's aviation
emsyvstem while enhancing
Punjab's links with its large
overseas diaspora and boost-
mg tourism. trade and cultur-

Afr India hasdesignated two
daily Amntsar-Delhi flights as
Easy Connect services. Flipht
AT 1113 departs Ammtsar at
810 am and reaches Delhi at
1040 am, offering onwamnd
connections o destinations
across Europe, Southeast Asia

Launched under Centres hub-&-spoke model

Travellers can complete immigration formalities at Amritsar itself,

and West Asia, Flipht AT1115
departs at 10 pm and amrives
in Delhi at 11 20 pm, connect-
mg passengers to cities in the
U5, Canada, Australia, South-
east Asia and the Middle East,

The morning Easy Con-
nect service from Amritsar
{Flight AT1113) is timed to

facilitate convenient
onward connections to key
European destinations,
mcluding London
Heathrow, Birmingham,

Paris, Milan, Copenhagen,
Vienna, Amsterdam,
Zurich, Frankiurt, and
Rome, as well as select des-
tinations in Southeast Asia
and West Asia,

The late evening service
(Flight  AT1115) offers
smooth connectivity Lo des-
tinations in the US, Canada,
Australia, such as New York
(JFE}), Newark (New Jersey ),
San  Francisco, Chicago,
Toronto, Vancouver, Mel-
bourne, Sydneyv, and select
destinations in Southeast
Asia and West Asia such as
Singapore, Phuket, Bali
Dubai, among others.

Senior officials, including

]

Civil Awiation  Secretary
Samir Eumar Sinha, Addi-
tional  Secretary Puneet
Kansal Arrports Authority of
India Chairman Vipin Kuimar
and Arr India Gmoup Head for
Govemanee, Risk, Compli-
anee and Corporate Afthirs P
Balaji, were present at the
inaugiration.

P Balaji said Punjab had one
of the wordd's larpest Indian
diaspora  communities and
many traovellers cirrently face
lenpthy  transt  procedimes
while travedling abroad. The
Fasy Connect initiative would
allow passengers to bepin thesr
international joumey fom
Amntsar with minimal hassle,

According to airline, near-
by 25 million passengers
undertake long-haul travel
to and from India every
year, with around 85 per
cent of connecting trav-
ellers currently transiting
through overseas hubs, Pas-
sengers using the Easy
Connect service will be
required to complete Digi'Y-
atra enrolment if they are
Indian passport holders
travelling internationally,
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