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Leaders vie for credit as Purnia airport nears launch

Aditya Nath Jha

htpatna@hindustantimes.com

PURNIA : With interim terminal
building, boundary walls and
approach road being almost
complete; the commercial flights
from Purnia airport are likely to
begin next month. The Prime
Minister is likely to open the air-
port sometime in August,
though there is no official confir-
mation about it.

Recently Bihar chief secretary,
Amrit Lal Meena and Airports

Authority of India (AAI) chair-
man Vipin Kumar visited the
under-construction airport and
directed officials to expedite
work so that commercial flights
can start before polls.

“The construction work is
being carried on war footings
and 4,000 sq- metre-interim ter-
minal building, 1,706 metre
boundary walls and approach
road are almost complete,” sour-
ces said, adding, “District magis-
trate Anshul Kumar is monitor-
ing the work being carried by

AAI and construction agencies.”

Bihar government had also
acquired 15 acres additional land
for the extension of apron at
Purnia airport that will facilitate
wide-bodied aircraft. Earlier the
government had acquired 52.18
acres of land and handed over it
to AAl in October last year. Alto-
gether 67.18 acres have been
acquired for the airport. With a
runway length of 2,800 metres
(approx), Purnia airport has the
longest runway among other air-
ports in the state.

Now that the dream for com-
mercial flights is set to turn into
reality, the race for taking credit
has begun with many leaders
have jumped into the arena to
take credit for it. Among the
leaders, Purnia MP Pappu Yadav
and his supporters hardly miss
any chance of taking credit. “Tt is
I who made it possible,” Pappu
Yadav said.

On the other hand, local BIP
MLA Vijay Khemka gives all
credit to the NDA especially Cen-
tral leadership for it. “Everybody

knows Bihar is progressing
under the NDA rule by leaps and
bounds,” he claimed and
declared credit race a political
ploy ahead of election.

The consistent and continu-
ous campaign for Purnia airport
was launched in 2016 after it was
included in the UDAN (Ude Desh
Ka Aam Nagrik). Later the cam-
paign gained momentum by civil
society members led by social
activist Vijay Kumar Shreevas-
tava and Group Capt Vishwajeet
Kumar (retd).
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AAI plans to engage new
ground handling firm in

3 months to replace Celebi

A Request for Proposal was issued for ground handling services at the city airport after the Turkish

firms licence was revoked in May amid the tension between India and Pakistan, AAI officials say

PORT CALL

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

n about three months,
l the Airports Authority

of India (AAID) will
bring in a new ground han-
dling firm at the Chennai
airport, as replacement to
the Turkish ground han-
dling service provider Ce-
lebi Airport Services Priv-
ate Limited.

Currently, the Chennai
airport has two firms for
ground handling services —
Al Airport Services Limited
and Bird Airport Services,
whose services have been
made use of by airlines for
various ground handling
needs, including baggage
transfer between the ter-
minal and the aircraft, ser-
vicing and cleaning air-
craft, and support services
in flight operations and
maintenance, among oth-
ers.

A few years ago, Celebi
Airport Services Private Li-
mited had bagged con-
tracts for several airports
such as Chennai, Goa, Ko-
chi, Hyderabad, Bengalu-
ru, Mumbai, New Delhi,
and Kannur.

At the Chennai airport,
the company managed a
fairly significant volume of
ground handling opera-
tions, with services to air-

Critical role: At present, Chennai airport has two ground handling firms — Al Airport Services Limited
and Bird Airport Services. FILE PHOTO

lines such as U.S.-Bangla,
British Airways, Cathay
Pacific, Scoot, and Spice-
Jet. The firm’s licence was
cancelled by the Bureau of

Civil Aviation Security
(BCAS)  after  Turkey
backed Pakistan during the

tensions between India
and its neighbour.

In May, when the BCAS
revoked the licence of Ce-
lebi Airport Services Priv-
ate Limited, AAI stated that
the airlines that were using
its services shifted to the
other two firms, without
causing any inconvenience

AS per norms, major
airports must have

three ground
handling firms

to passengers. Following
the ban on the Turkish
firm, AAI issued a Request
for Proposal for ground
handling services at Chen-
nai airport, officials said.
“It is a mandatory re-
quirement from the Direc-
torate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) that major
airports must have three

firms for ground handling
operations. This way, duo-
poly is avoided and, in case
of any crisis - like what
happened in May, there
will be two firms available
at an airport, ensuring that
the operations are not dis-
turbed,” an official said.

“If only one firm is avail-
able, then the firm may
scramble for manpower
and, as a result, baggage
delivery may be delayed,
and passengers will be af-
fected. Hence, it is ideal to
have three firms,” the ofh-
cial added.
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Shop Till You Fy Delhi Airport
Retail Spend Can Save User Fees

ArindamMajumder

New Delhi: Passengers flying in
and outof the Delhiairportcould
berelieved of paying user fiees by
203511 travellers continue to dine
and shop as frequently as they
are doing.

Afrport charges are determi-
ned in India through a process
wherein 30% of non-aeronauti-
cal revenue like retail shops, lo-
unges, and food courts areused to
cross-subsidise aero  revenue
such as landing, parking and
user fees.

“We are already subsidising
50% of passenger charges. At so-
me point of time. say in the next
ten years, non-seronautical inco-
me will go to the extent that user
development fees will become ze-
ro.” Videh Kumar Jaipuriar, CEQ
of Delhi Airport told ET inan in-
terview

In March, the airport revised
passenger charges. While the
User Development Fee (LTDF) for
domestic passengers was kept
unchanged at T129, it saw a sharp
increase for departing passeng-
ers on intermational flights to
650 for economy class (a 403 % ri-
se) and THID for business class

{527% rise) from ¥120,
A large share of reve-
; nue—about  57%—is
currently penerated
from non-aercactivities.

This imcludes reteil and duty-
free s=ales, rentals, mdvertise-
ments, food and beverages, and
cargo and ground handling acti-
vities. Cargo and ground hand-
ling are seronautical activities
brut they are globally classified as
NON-BETG.

“Passenger charges would have
doubled if we hadn't increased
our non-aeronautical income,”
Jaipuriar said.
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Passengers

stranded

at Hindon Airport after
Al Express flight hit by
nearly 19-hour delay

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
HEW DELH. JULY 28

WHEN AROUND 200pasengers
baml e the Air India Fxprews
Might 1% 1512 at the Hmndon
Airport in GChadabad sround &
e o ey, aftera one-boie
ek, they expected 1o reach
Kallata in twao hours. Howsever
theyids] notrea Bibelrdestng
tian Bl Manday altemoon

Fassengers sald they faced
Lrsive incomenienoe after be
ing & ramcl e for b sar the air-
it chetn he delay, which was
atmuted o 4 technicd sag.

Boarding was nitially de-
Ly astbe arcralt, whach was
comiing from Goa, had arfived
late at thie Hrport, said sounes.

“The pilot announced soms
rechnical issaes alter boanlmg.
After that. we heasdtharewasan
issue with the sieels” recalled
Shikha Sinta, G5, 4 paEsenger,

The sirdine an Sinday an
nounced thatthe Right was de-
Layed doe o atedhnicalissue md
wats i ety imakde o Lake
off, a8 Dl hmdtatkons at the
Hirdan 2 port came mbo efled.

“One of aur Mighis lrom
Hiralon moperatmg watha delay
asitoould not take off folkewing
atechical issue md sulwecuent
watch b bmitations i gheair
part.® an Air India Express
spokespersan had sid.

Whatdh hour BmEaton s are
me restrictnns noti Sed by the
Airports Authory of India for
Might o perationd AT an airpart
For Hindon Admom, ir's sunrsse
o snsel

Sinharecalled being tiken o

The airfine onSunday
anmoum ced that the
flight was delayed due
tna technical issue and
was subsequently
unable Lo take off, as
time limitations at the
Hindon Alrport came
into effect

the DedhiAirport withother pas-
wenpers, Ao 7 passen-
gers were teboarded from the
plane, and senl in & bus 1o Like
anather flight fram IGLA, Rur
then, they were turned back
iy and tobd thvere wise no
alve muative aiipcraft sailable at
the Delhl airport, “ she claimed
The airlire then provided ac-
mrmmodation 1o Al 200 passen-
gort in hotels fear Hindan
Ampart. Amund 3am Morday,
the passengers weretakn oihe
Hirdin Aarpartagain sfler being
Lokl that the flight v expecied
totake off amound & an.
However passmprssad the
planeomly ook ol around 1141
am o Monday, 19 hours afier
the scheduled nme The fight
peached isdestinaion, Kolkars,
amund L48 pm
MG noe Sunday, wiehanae pone
theough sermy ks multple
Firme Whe vaiited endlessdy [am
A hizart patient, lhad anapgoint-
ment on Monday in Kolkite ™
sabd & THymar-old passerger,
Therewas nostatemmi fiom
Arindia Express on Moncyy s
Eerhe 19-hour delay,
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In rare case, flight from Goa diverted to
IGIA as no parking space at UP’s Hindon

5 LALITHA & heswiDeln

AN Indigo Dight from Gon (o
Hindonin UE carrving 181 pas
sengers, was diverted o Delhi’s
IGIA due o a lack of parking
space. Mennwhile, an Al India
Eupress flight 1o Kolkata de
parted 12 howurs leter than
seheduled that evenlng from
the same airport becauss of o
technical issue and airport
i restrict ons,

Indiga's Flight 6K 2575 is re
por ted to have been in a hold
Ing pattern (clrcling over the
airport) for 45 minutes follow-

Helding pattermn

Indizo's Flight 6E 2575 is reported
to hawe been in a holding pattern
{circling over the alrport ) for 45
mdnutes after which it was asked
to head to Delhl as parking space
could not be freed u In Hindon.

Ingwhich 1t was psloed o hiend
o Delhi as parkingspace could
not be freed up. A senlor offl-
clal at the alrport iold this me
parter, “Twn parking bays have
been allotted In the alrport
which are shared between Adr
Inadia and IndiGo. In co-ordinge

ton with Alr Traffic Contral,
thiey decide on the por k] ng

It happens “very rarely™ An
IndiGo source conflr med the
incdent “The passengers were
given an option to return to
Hindon airport by eab and In
diGo puwid the bill," he said

In prother incident, An Air
Indla Express Boelng 717 Night
carrying over 1l phssenpers
suffered i deliy of 12 hours. It
was to depart at 5 pm on Sun
day anid reach Kolkata at 7.20
pant, bt fniled to take off due to
i technleal glitch, 1t Nnally
ook off on Monday moming
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Govt set to appoint consultant
for project to ease TFI'3 travel

'Y* IS THE ANSWER

dtimesafindia, com

Naw Delhi: Comrnuting woes
Between Delli’s Indira Guanedil
International (1GI) Alrport's
terminalz 42 and T1 are finally
on theauthortties' madar
Delhi gove plans to appaln
meonsultant to study the feasi-
bility and prepare a detadled
progect report for oonstrise
pinga Y-shaped fyover and wi-
dening the tunnel road under
the runwig acconiing tosour
ceg. Dedld Inlernational Al
port Lid (DIAL) officials re-
cently met PWID minister Par-
wesh Vormi, who subsequent
Iy sent @ tesamm bis U shle for
Inspection and set the batl rol-
limg to study and implement
this prapessal that b been gat
hering dust for years.
"Mintster Verma nssured
usof action interms of appo
inthag & consultant for the
twin project,” said a source.
Several years ago, DIAL
had proposed doubling Inidi
s only el road-under s
runway from the current six
lnnesas partof acomprehen
sive plan tomakecommuting
Betwesn terminals 22 and T1
almost Tkm apart — less
painful for trunsit flvers
With T handling four crore
passengers annually (CPA),
the volume of transit traffic
has risen exponentially Mo-
recverr; DIALSS proposed alr
train has also bean delayed,
with no sigm ol work on ithe-
ginninganytime soon
To hanclle the walume ol
ransit traffic between T2
aned T till an air train is reardy;
DAL had propoesed a Yeshaped
Ovover connectimg the Nort-
hern Access Romd to the road
beading to Dwarka on ome side
wiwl Inelirn Gamlhi Reeud that
beads to Dhauls Kuan amd Va-
sant Witar on the other

Mg

i

Tanmel road
umdes runway
hetwesn TL &
T3 proposed to
b dowbled by
adding & lames

Tatal project to cost

3300-350 crore

While the propesed] yo
ver would make the commute
between T1 and T signal-free
at the cirrenily choked NSG
junction o T1 amd Imsdira
Gandhi roads, coping with the
increased  vehicalar  move-
el will régquiee widening
the Morthern Access Road
that links the two terminnls,
Thisincludes the oxisting six-
Eane tunged moae (hees Tunes
for each direction) that is pro-
posed to be donbled by having

i il it lonal skx-lane uncder
jpass sEcthi

It is krarmt the entire pro-
Joct will cost Rz SEA50crors,
A the road Beleasgs o FW0,
DIAL has approgched both
the Delhi and contral govis
“The prject is propossd o be
funded 20% by the state and
Bir*a by Cenire throwgh its vr-
ban development fund. The
reduest has beon made, and
bisth ave seized of the iasue”
sald nsouree
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Airport unveils
signature scent

Bengaluru: Flyers passing
through Kempegowda
International Airport (KIA)
are now greeted with a new
sensory experience as the
airport rolls out its signature
fragrance. Named Dancing
Bamboo, the fragrance has
been developed for Terminal
2 in partnership with global
sensory branding company
Aéromé. The aroma, which is
notable for its calming and
comforting qualities, is being
diffused across prominent
areas, including check-in and
arrival zones. The initiative
places KIA among a select
group of airports adopting
bespoke scents as a branding
strategy, enhancing
recognition while fostering
an emotionally resonant
atmosphere, tun
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Anbumani: Chennai’s 2nd airport can
be in Thiruporur instead of Parandur

TOl

Tinmes News NETwoRrk

Chennai: PMK president
Anbumani Ramadoss on
Sunday said that the second
airportfor Chennaican be es-
tablished in Thiruporur in-
stead of Parandur.

At a public meeting, dur-
ing his third dav of "Urimai
Meetpu Payanam', in Kan-
chipuram assembly seg-
ment, Anbumani said an air-
port at Thiruporur will not
affect the people unlike Para-
ndur where farmers have to
be relocated. “There are

MEET & ﬁREET: ﬁ}lbumani speaks to the public during his

third day of ‘Urimai Meetpu Payanam' on Sunday

10,000 acres of salt pans near
Thiruporur, If the airport is
established in Thiruporur,

none will be affected,” Anbu-
mani said. He said the PMEK
believed that Chennai needs

development and a second
airport.

But the facility should not
be established at the cost of
farmers and farmlands, he
said.

The former Union health
minister attacked the DMK
govt for the prevalence of il-
legal drug sale in the state.
“Chief minister M K Stalin
should be held responsible
because the state police func-
tion under him. Can some-
one sell drugs without the
knowledge of the police,’” he
asked.
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Delhi, Mumbai & Bengaluru airports top bird-hit charts

Over 2,800 cases since 2020,
govt outlines control measures

SHEMIN JOY
MEW DELHI, DHNS

round 2,800 incidents of
bird-hits were reported
rom ten major airports

for the past five-and-a-half
years from 2020, with Delhi,
Mumbai and Bengaluru top-
ping the list.

Delhi airport has reported
the highest number of 695
bird-hit cases between 2020

v

and this year till June, followed
by Mumbai 407 and Bengalu-
ru 343. Ahmedabad is a close
fourth with 337 incidents, while
Hyderabadis adistant fifth.
Chennai (205), Kolkata
(193), Bhubaneshwar (150),
Pune (145) and Thiruvanan-
thapuram (125) were also
among the top ten airports re-
porting bird-hitincidents.
Ananalysisof datashared by
the Ministrv of Civil Aviation

5 Blrds ﬂy ruund a IandlngAlr Inl:ha alrmﬂ naar Biju
Patnaik International Airpart, in Bhubaneswar. rri FiLE

tabled in Rajya Sabha lastweek
showed that such incidents
were fewer in 2020 and 2021
whenairline services were less

owing to Covid-19 restrictions
compared tosucceeding years.

While 309 incidents were
reported in 2020, it rose to

354 in 2022 and 588 in 2022.
It further rose to 709 in 2023
butdeclined to 609 lastyear. In
thisyeartill.June, 238 incidents
were reported.

Every year, Delhi airport
reported the highest number
of such incidents—62 in 2020,
94in 2021, 183 in 2022, 185 in
2023, 130 in 2024 and 41 this
yeartill June. For the Bengalu-
ruairport, the figures were 29,
22,84,85,88and 35.

In a written reply to AAP
MP Swati Maliwal, Minister
of State for Civil Aviation
Murlidhar Mohol said the Civil
Aviation Requirement (CAR)
mandates thedevelopmentofa
Wildlife Hazard Management

Plan (WHMP) to ensure the
safety of aircraft operations.

As per the WHMP, a range
of proactive steps have been
implemented by airport oper-
ators and local autharities to
mitigate bird-hit and wildlife
strike incidents.

The Delhi International
Airport Lrd has implemented
a number of measures in the
last few years towards the use
of new technology, equipment
and methodology, including
bird repellent and rodent con-
trol measures, habitat and in-
sect management, biological
and chemical control methods
and awareness and collabora-
tion initatives.



AIRPUR 'SAUT HORITY EJF INUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

DATNIEK JAGREAN DELHI 29 JULY 2025

maﬁﬂlfhmﬂw

EETAH F5e Aid
¥ SRAE W PR
T foecll, 07 - P T
TR HiE - TS T
oo s 33 P
Bt = 3R 3 & Raann
TR I O &, TiD T
faum o I TS
ot 7 T W A T

o) | T 3338 TR =l

3 TR B T
el T & Tl e R
gfsm & anfse & dvm Sieivi
3w fis e e
1 i T R 21 D 7S o
ot = g e © 168
T fen o T I E
ﬁri’mmrmuﬁt&m?m'zm



AIRPORTS ALH HOF«‘!TY UF lNUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

FREE PRESS JOURNAL MUMBATI 28 JULY Z2Z0OZb

IndiGo to add
more int’l
destinations

IndiGo will continue to add
more overseas destinations
with A32] XLRs set to join the
fleet this fiscal year and aims
to increase its international
capacity share to 40 per cent
by 2030, The airline plans to
explore new opportinites in
the maintenance, repair and
overhaul space, according to
its annual report for 202425, It
has been flying for over 18
years, has a domestic market
share of B4.5%, operates
around 2200 flights daily with
more than 430 planes. —PT
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Action taken as Al emergency
slide inspection overdue: MoS

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHL: The country’s civil
aviation regulator, the Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), initiated disciplinary
action against Air India after it
was found that the airline's air-
craft emergency slide inspec-
tions were overdue, minister of
state for civil aviation Murlid-
har Mohol informed Parliament
in a written reply on Monday.

Mohol said the issue came to
light in an audit conducted by
DGCA.

Replying to DMK MP Tiruchi
Siva on a question if the govern-
ment was aware of the airline's
aircraft being allowed to fly
with overdue emergency slide
inspections, weeks before the
Air India 171 crash, Mohol
stated, “During the audit of M/s
Air India, Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
found that inspection of emer-
gency slide was overdue, DGCA
immediately grounded the air-
craft till the required rectifica-
tion was carried out.”

He added, "DGCA has initi-
ated enforcement action against
Air India and the responsible
personnel as per Enforcement
Policy and Procedure Manual of
DGCA.” He, however, did not
give details of the audit.

The AIL171 flight that was to
operate from Ahmedabad to
Gatwick, London crashed
moments after take-off on June
12, after which the aviation reg-

DMK MP Tiruchi Siva asked if
the Centre knew that Al flights
were flying with overdue
emergency slide checks, weeks
before Gujaratcrash.  REUTERS

ulator asked the airline to con-
duct a series of checks not only
on the B787s, the make of the
aircraft involved in the crash,
but also on its other widebody
aircraft.

Mohol said DGCA ensures
compliance by airlines with all
safety and maintenance stan-
dards through the mechanism
of conducting spot checks and
night surveillance of airlines
and their personnel.

“In case of a violation, DGCA
takes enforcement action in
accordance with procedures
prescribed in Enforcement Pol-
icy and Procedure Manual. The
enforcement action consists of
warning, suspension, cancella-
tion, including imposition of
financial penalty to the airlines/
personnel. DGCA officials are
well trained to perform the
oversight and enforcement
function,” his reply read.

AIR PASSENGER
COMPLAINTS TILL
JUNE NEARLY 98%
OF TOTAL IN 2024

Neha LM Tripathi

neha tripathi@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: The number of pas-
senger complaints filed with the
civil aviation regulator Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
till June 2025 has reached nearly
98% of the total complaints
recorded in 2024.

As of June, 3,925 complaints
have been registered, compared to
4,016 in 2024, civil aviation minis-
ter Rammohan Naidu told the par-
liament on Monday.

In a written reply toa question
by MP Mukul Balkrishna Wasnik,
Naidu shared year-wise data on
complaints received by DGCA
since 2021-22. A total of 5,513 com-
plaints were registered in 2023,
3,7831n 2022, and 4,131 in 2021, the
data showed. The reply also
included the number of technical
defects in aircraft in the same
period indicating that as of June
this year, the number of technical
defects reported has reached 43%
of the total recorded in 2024.

Mentioning the steps taken by
the government after the June 12
crash in Ahmedabad, Naidu's
reply said, “...DGCA enhanced the
check and inspection of the critical
componentof safety assurance in
order to identify and rectify imme-
diate systemic issues.”
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Air India tells pilots to

ensure adherence to
rules in annual test

Meha LM Tripathi

neha tripathi@htlive com

NEW DELHI: Air India has asked
its pilots to ensure rules are fol-
lowed during their mandatory
annual test, officials told HT on
Sunday.

In an internal email to the
pilots, seen by HT, the airline
also informed them that it is
upgrading its training and ros-
tering software. The internal
email, sent by the director train-
ing late night on Saturday, is a
notice to all pilots stating that
the airline is upgrading the CAE
system. CAE, a Canadian simula-
tor company, is a pilot training
management platform used by
airlines. The notice read, “..This
step is being introduced as an
additional mitigation measure,
while our planning teams con-
tinue to monitor the process
closely as well...”

“Pilots have been asked to
double-check their assigned
trainer for Annual Line Route
check (ALC) against their previ-
ous ALC record,” an official
aware of the development said.

ALC is a yearly flying test for
pilots where a senior trainer flies
with them during a regular flight
to see how they perform. The
test is done on an actual flight.

A comment from Air India

was awaited till the time of

going to press. A second official
aware of the matter, however,
said that the software upgrade
triggered the email to the pilots.
“Civil Aviation Rules (CAR) man-
date pilots to perform these
annual tests with different train-
ers every year. Since the soft-
ware is being upgraded, auto-
mated safeguards may not be
fully functional and so manual
verification has been requested
from the pilots.”

“This is not related to the
recent notices,” he insisted.

This is part of its strategy to
ensure norms are followed dur-
ing such planned training — non

compliance has triggered slew of

notices from the aviation safety
regulator, another official said.

To be sure, India’s aviation
regulator on Wednesday issued
four show cause notices to Air
India.
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INDIAN AIRCRAFT HAVE REPORTED
OVER 2,000 TECHNICAL DEFECTS SINCE 2021

MNumber of technical defects reported by scheduled commercial airlines to the regulator®

W Alasa Air

514 528 # Ar Incia Ltd {Air India+Alr india Express}#

- @ Vistara B Spicejet
- B indiGo ® Aliance Afr
.'\.

- B [B I8 |8 B I8

2021 2022 2023 2024 "
Mote: *Directarate general of civil aviation 82005 figure includes 61 incidents reported by Alr India Express. i

Comparnison among airlines is not advised, 2 the figures are not adjusted for the number of fights they operate.

Distar Shuig Asrad, desiign: Gopakurmad Warried Source: Ministiy of cwil avation
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Airfines report 183 tech faults
inaircraft this year: Govt

New el Insdiam airlines have reported 13 technical
Gmlisin I|||'jr|||.1.|1HI||:~._l.'|'.'|r whiile there was nearly 6%
declinein echnical glitches best vear compared o 20025,
ant [ hegrvermment said on Mon-

day, THZES July this year, 183

technical fulis in airerafi

were reported by airlines

I'he count stood at 421 in

| : 024, lower than =8
reported dn 20

m
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Datails such as the awdit date and start of
enlorcement were not discloted, RELITERS

DGCA begins action
against Air India

viathon regulator IMrectorate General ol
A Civil Aviation (DGCAR hos Indtlated

enforcenent action against Air India ofter
Tl g that the inspection of conergency slide
wasovertdie bn an aircradt, union mindster
Murlidhar Mohol aqid on Momday,

In awritten reply, the minister of sate for
clvil iviation said that during thie adin of Air
Tk, D620 B tha the nspectionol
emiengency shide was overdoe.,

“DGCA Emreciately groumded the almoral
till the required rectification was carded our.
1Al dnitiated eilforcmment action ngains
Adr Ll aand the responsible personne] as per
Enfircement Policy and Procedure Manual of
DGOA," Beetold the Hajya Sabbia.

Specilic details, such as when the auditwas
conueted and when the enforcoment action
was Inftiited, wore not disclosed.

The ministers nesponse was to Rajya Sabha
member Tirchi Siva’s query onwhether the
government is sware that airoraft opersted by
Adr T, inweeks preceding the cmsh ol flight
ALITLIn June, wereallowed o My withoverdoe
cmiergency slide inspoctions, in violation of
ity sy moaTns L]
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IndiGo to add more int’l
destinations, to explore
new MRO opportunities

NEW DELHI: IndiGo will con-
tinue to add more overseas des-
tinations with A321 XLRs set
to join the fleet this fiscal year
and aims to increase its interna-
tional capacity share to 40 per
cent by 2030.

Also, the country’s largest
airline plans to explore new
opportunities in the MRO
(maintenance, repair and
overhaul) space, according to
its annual report for 2024-25.
IndiGo, which has been flying
for over 18 years, has a domestic
market share of 64.5 per cent,
operates around 2,200 flights
daily with more than 430 planes.

“We will continue to add
more destinations interna-
tionally, especially with XLRs
coming in along with our newly
leased wide body aircraft for
long haul operations. From 28
per cent current international
capacity share, we are aiming for
40 per cent by FY 2030," IndiGo
CEO Pieter Elbers said in his
message in the annual report.

Earlier this month, the car-
rier started flights to Man-
chester and Amsterdam that
are being operated with Boeing
787 Dreamliners leased from
Norway's Norse Atlantic.

The long range A321 XLRs

and wide-body A350-900s are
expected to join the airline’s
fleet in the current fiscal year
ending March 2026, and 2027,
respectively. “IndiGo also plans
to explore new opportunities in
the MRO space as India’s infra-
structure development is pick-
ing up,” it said.

The airline is setting up an
MRO facility in Bengaluru.

In the annual report, the air-
line said its outlook remains
Eronusmg, supported by a

ealthy demand environment
and firm capacity growth.

“While macroeconomic
uncertainties and operating
headwinds such as aircraft
groundings and fuel cost vol-
atility remain, IndiGo con-
tinues to proactively manage
these challenges through fleet
diversification, damp leasing
strategies and strategic agree-
ments with OEMSs,” it said. OEM
refers to original equipment
manufacturer. Pl
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Russia’s cancels dozens of
flights after cyber attack

ASSOCIATED PRESS
W Moscow

ussian Stale-owned
Riagship carrier
Aeroflot suffered a

mass IT outage on Monday
following a cyberattack,
Russias prosecutor’s office
said, l'un:lng the atrline to
cancel more than 100 Qights
and delay others.

Footage shared on social
media showed hundreds of
delayed passengers crowding
Moscow's Sheremelyevo
I:lrlﬂ;i‘t. where Aeroflot is
based. The outage also dis-
rupted flights operated by
Aeroflot's subsidiaries,
Rossiya and Pobeda.

While most of the lhghls
affected were domestic, the
dismp[i_un also led to cancel-
lations for some internation-
al flights to Belarus, Armenia
and Uzbekistan.

In a statement released
:::Lrl}' Monday, Aeroflot
warned passengers that the
company’s IT system was
:;xpcr:r:m:iu‘!j: unspecified dif-
flculties and that Jlaruplluu
could follow. BRussia's
Prosecutor’s Office later con-
firmed that a cyberattack had

OF

caused the outage and that it
had opened a criminal inves-
tigation. Kremlin spokesper-
son Dmitry Peskov called
reports of the attack “quite
alarming.” adding that “the
hacker threat is a threat that
remains for all large compa-
nies providing services to the
general publie”

Ukrainian hacker group
Silent Crow and Belarusian
hacker activist group the
Belarus Cyber-Partisans,

which opposes the rule of

Belarusian leader Alexander
Lukashenko, claimed respon-
sibility for the attack.

The group claimed it had
accessed Aeroflots corporate
network lor a year, copying
customer and internal data,

induding audio recordings of
phone calls, data from the
companys own survelllance
on employees and other inter-
cepted communications.

“All of these resources are
now inaccessible or destroyed
and restoring them will pos-
sibly require tens of millions
of dollars. The damage is
strategic,” the channel pur-
porting to the Sient Crow
group wrole on Telegram.
There was no way (o indepen-
dently vertly its claims.

The same channel also
shared screenshots that
appeared to show Aeroflot’s
internal IT systems and insin-
uated that Silent Crow could
begin sharing the data it had

sefzed in the coming davs.
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Bangladesh sets up probe

panel to mvestlgate Jet crash

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
B Dhaka

he Bangladesh
TGuvtrnm:ni has
formed a nine-member

commission o investigate st
weelks crash of its Air Force
training jet into a school here
that killed 34 people. mostly
students, according to a
media report

The E-7 BGI aircraft, a
training fighter jet manufac-
tured in China, experienced a
“mechanical fault™ moments
after takeofl and crashed into
a Iwo-storey building of
Milestone School and College
in Dhaka’s Ultara area on last
Monday. The probe commis-
ston headed by former secre-
tary AKM Zafar Ullah Khan
has been asked o submit its
report within four weeks, The
Daily Star newspaper cited a
Cabinet Division gazelte
issued on Sunday.

The other members include
a retired air vice marshal,
three additional secretaries
from three ministries, the
Dhaka divisional commis-
sioner, an urban planner, and
a professor of the mechanical

engineering department of
lthBang]aﬁrbh E]ni\-:rsl[} of
Engineering and '['tchnu!ﬂbv

Thye prub:' commission will
examine the canse of the trag-
ic crash, assess damage and
casualties, and determine the
responsibilities, the report
satd. It will assess the loss of
lives and injuries suffered by
students, teachers, and
others, and determine the
extent of all du.ma.g:::..

It will review the construc-
tien of Milestone School and
Cu“::gr. as well s other struc-
tures near the Birpart assess
the I.t‘EEI] and administrative
aspects concerning the loca-
tion and sali:l:r' of the ﬂ:,'lng

o=

zone, and make recommenda-
Lhoais o prevent such accidents
in the future. It will also make
sugpeslions on the operalion
ol training aircrafl, the con-

struction of I:HJ.IIdI.I'.I.H&- in lllj-'mb',

zones, and emergency
response protocels during cat-
astrophic events.

The Bangladesh Air Force
has already formed a fnvesti-
gation committee to
determine the cause of the
accident. In the last such a
viation tragedy in 1984, a
total of 49 people were killed
when a passenger jet crashed
as it attempied to land during
a severe rainstorm at the
Dhaka airport.
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S’pore Air profit
falls as Air India

loss hits earnings

‘3 ingapore Airlines said it's
upbeat about travel demand
over the peak summer travel
period, even as the carrier
weathers a slump in profit due to
losses at Air India. The airline’s
net income dropped 59% to $145
million in the three months ended
June 30, the carrier said in a
statement on Monday. That was
largely due to the results from Air
India, in which it holds a 25.1%
stake. Its performance wasn't
part of Singapore Air’s results last
year. The investigation into the
crash of Al 171 in June is ongoing
and the fallout is likely to
continue to weigh on Singapore
Air's results. sLoomeerG
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