Corporate Communications Directorate

ASIAN AGE DELHI 29 JUNE 2025

Facial ID, Al to speed up
security at airports: CISF

Digitised entry for vehicles for quicker security response

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 28

Security agencles and vari-
ous authorities at alrporis
are considering the inte-
gration of facial recogni-
tion technology and CCTY
for stall, In addition to
deployving oiher technolo-
£y tools for faster security
checks and reducing
queites at these facilities.
The airport guarding
force, CISF, on Friday
organised a “functional
workshop of the alrport
secior™ in Delhi, where
these measires along with
synchronising automatic
number plate recognition
and FASTag for vehicles
wiere discussed In detail
for making the airport
socurlty nol Just stronger
but also more efficient and
passenger-friendly

The CISF is the national
civil aviation security
force and it has 69 air-
ports of the country
under lts cover at present
Officials from the min-
istry of civil aviation,
directorate peneral of
civil aviation (DGCAD,
burean of eivil aviation
security (BCAS), Alrport
Authority of India (AAD,

» THE AGENCIES, dur-
ing the workshap, also
discussed measures to
have “unified” training
for all airport staff,
from security person-
nel to airline crew

bureau of immigration
{BO1), Delhl International
Ajrport Ltd (DIAL), spe-
clal protection group
{(SPG), national security
guard (SPG), the Delhi
police, Air India Express
and Indigo airlines, apart
form chiel security offi-
eors of 69 elvil alrports

guarded by the CISF
attended the day-long
event, a spokesperson

from the force sajd,

“This workshop focused
on making alrport securl-
ty not just stronger, but
also more efficient and
passengerfriendly,” he
sa il

The official satd discus-
sjons  revolved arownd
Integrating facial recogni
tion with airport entry
passes (biometric) and
CCTVs, along with auto-
matic number plate recog:-
nitlon and FASTag inte-
gration for vehicles.

“This means potentially

faster entry into the air-
port and quicker process-
ing at security check-
points, reducing queues
and wait times, Digitised
standnrd operating proce-
dures (SOPs) will also lead
to amarter and gquicker
responses o any security
coneerns,” he said.

Alrport entry passes are
essentially issued by the
BCAS to a wvariety ol
staffers who work in the
airport and the CISF is
mandated o cheek their
[Ds upon entry and exit.

ificials sad integrat-
ing the aleport entry pass-
es with facial recognition
system will reduce guetes
at soveral airports where
staffers and passengers
use the same gate for
entry leading to con-
frontation sometimes as
travellers question the
delay in granting them
entry inbo the facility for
catching a ight.

The agenecies, during the
workshop, also discussed
mesasures to have “uni-
fied” training for all air-
port stafl, from security
personnel to airline crow,
50 that a consistent and
professional experience is
followed




Corporate Communications Directorate

PIONEER

DELHI

29 JUNE 2025

Agencies plan integrating facial recognition,
CCTYV feed for faster security checks at airports

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

irport security and
administration authori-
ties are mulling integra-

tion of facial recognition tech-
nology and CCTV for staffers
apart lrom deploying other
lechnology teols lor faster secu-
eity checks and reducng queunes
at these facilities.

These measures along with
synchronising automatic num-
ber plate recognition and
FASTag for vehicles was dis-
cussed during a “functional
workshop of atrport sector”
organised by the Central
[niustrml Security Foree (CISF)

in Delhi on June 27,

The CISF is the national eivil
aviation security force and it has
69 atrports of the country under
its cover at present.

Oifficials from the ministry of
civil aviation, Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA), Bureau of Civil
Aviation Security {BCAS),
Ajrport Authority of India
{AAlL, Bureau of Immipgration
(BO1), Delhi International
Airport Ltd (DIAL), Special
Protection Group (SPG),
National Security Guard (SPG),
Deelhi Police, Air India Express
and Indigo airlines apart form
chief security officers of 69
civil airports guarded by the

CISF attended the day-long
event, a lorce spokesperson
said. “This workshop focused
on making atrport security not
just stronger, but also more
efficient and passenger-friend-
Iy, he said. The spokesperson
said discussions revolved
around integrating facal recog-
nition with airport entry pass-
es (blometric) and CCTVs,
along with automatic number
plate recognition and FASTag
integration for vehicles.

“This means potentially faster
entry into the arport and quick-
er processing al security check-
points, reducing gueves and
widl limes.

Digitised standard operat-

ing procedures (SOPs) will also
lead to smarter and quicker
responses Lo any securily con-
cerns,” he said

Airport entry passes are
essentially issued by the BCAS
tw a vanety of staffers who
work in the airport and the CISF
is mandated to check their IDs
upon entry and exit.

Officials said integrating the
airport entry passes with facial
recognition system will reduce
quenss at a number of airports
where staffers and passengers
use the same gate for entry lead-
ing to confrontation sometimes
as travellers question the delay
in granting them entry into the
Lacility for catehing a Mlight.
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CISF (;,harts reforms to make air travel safer and smoother

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
News Delhi

expect smoother security

checks, [aster entry and
maore responsive stall interac-
tions as the Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF) unveiled
a host of forward-looking
reforms at a high-level worlk-
shop held in Delhi, officers said
on Saturday.

The initiatives include bio-
melric-based airport enlry,
Al-driven threal detection,
joint training lor all airport
staflf, improved VIP security
protocols, and quicker resolu-
ton of passenger grievances.

The "Functional Workshop
of Adrport Sector, hosted at the
CISF  Airport  Sector
Headquarters, brought togeth-
er lop security and aviation
stakeholders — including offi-
clals from the Ministry of
Civil Aviation (MOCA),
Dhrectorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), Bureau of
Civil Aviation Security
(BCAS), Adrport Authority of

Indlu.:] air travellers can

India {AAI), Delha Police,
Bureau of Immigration (BOI),
Special Protection Group
(5PG), National Security
Guard (N5G), Delhi
International Airport Limited
(DIAL) and representatives
from major airlines like Air
India Express and Indigo

One of the biggest take-
aways was the push for facial
recagnition-based Airport
Entry Passes (Biometric AEPs),
integrated with CCTVs,
Auvtomatic Number Plate
Recognition (ANPR), and Fast
Tag access — aimed at
reducing waiting time for pas-
sengers and enhancing
perimeter security.

The workshop also stressed
Al-driven risk assessment,
with emphasis on using
advanced data analytics to
detect threats before they esca-
late. CISF officials highlighted
that technology wortld be wsed
“mindiully” — prioritising
passenger convenience without
compromising salety.

Unified training across air-
port stakeholders was another

critical area. CISF plans to roll
out joint exercises, standard-
ized SOPs and more Aviation
Security Training Institutes
(ASTIs) in smaller cities to

Funvtional Werkshop

ensure consistent passenger
experience nationwide.

To address VIP and high-
profile security concerns, new
layered protection protocols

and anti-drone strategies were
discussed. At the same time,
these measures aim (o cause
minimal disruption to gener-
al airport functioning.

The Passenger Grievance
Bedressal Mechanism received
renewed focus, with calls for
faster, more empathetic han-
dling of complaints. Agencies
agreed to leverage platforms
like AirSewa and internal coor-
dination to make grievance
handling more responsive and
transparent.

Senior CISF officials, includ-
ing Special DG Praveer
Ranjan, IG: Vijay Prakash and
IG Jose Mohan, emphasised
the need for seamless inter-
agency coordination, continu-
ous knowledge-sharing, and
adapting to emerging global
threats. DGCA chiefl Faix
Ahmed Kidwai added that
collaboration among regula-
lors, operators, and security
agencies is vital to create a pas-
senger-friendly and secure
enviromment.

The workshop, officials
noted. is a starting point for an
ongoing transtormation in
how airport security is man-
aged — with the passenger
placed firmly at the centre of
future relorms.
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CISF hostsworkshop to boost airport security & passenger experience

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
MEW DELHI, 28 JLINE

In a signihcant indative o
strengthen and streambine
girpon security, the Central
I nclusirkal Sea ity Fowce (C15F)
hosted a high-level workshop
bringing together key stake-
holders from civil avision
and VIP security (o improve
the overall passenger expern

ence,

According to the CISF, dig-
itbeed Standard | :I|n.-|: ating
Procedures [S0Fs) ame cur
rently under development
These will ennable s martera nd
I'.n.lﬂ rI.'\]IIIII.‘\ =5 BC) & EThiEr tl;lll.t’I
SCCUrfy COnoems.

With a colla barxtive vision
for a secure fumre, Specind
N recton f‘i‘lﬂ']-lt':."'tlll:lllﬁ S
tor), CISF, Praveer Hanjan.
emphasized the importance
of "continuous knowledge
upgradation through inter
agency deliberations”™ to
remain ahead in innovation
and excellence in avintion
secunity. Vijay Prokash, [nespec

tor General, Airport Sector-1L
CISF, stressed the need for
“seamless coordination, tntel -
lipence:led interventions,
technologicalintegration, and,
most imponantly, having an
(=1 I||I|||.-:|_;||..l|.|.|||.|l-:1 f T I|';|-|}'
anticipate and address ever
evolving challenges. "

Ihe workshopalso focussd
on the theme of “Training
SynerpyAmong Stakeholders,”
advocating forunifie d training
programs imolving all alrpon
petsorne—om seainty staff

to mirline crew—aimed at
delivering & consisten and
J e lFI."ﬁMJ JI:LIj L':\.Fll'ﬂl'l WOE AT S
all passenger touchpomnts.
lomt exercises and regular
reviews of security protocols
Wil IE ersure HI.IHI"I:I.l‘ﬂ I arnackn B
stakcholders. leading to &
maore efficient and less con-
Tusing experence ortrveles
regirdless of the airport.
Further discussions were
held on expanding the nerwork
of Aviation Security Training
Institutes (ASTIs) o Tier-2

and Tier-3 cities, addressing
the growing demand for
trsinscd personmed and ersaring
uniform security standards
natiomwide.

Regarnding VIP security, the
CISF I'.LBHE|E||I!|.-'|.| the '“'i"l""
mentation of a “layered pro
tection” mode to ensume the
safety of high-p rofile individ -
vals while minimizing dis-
ruptions to rogular mrport
operations. The “Passenger
Grievance Redressal Mecha-
nsm” wias also thomughly

The workshop also fea-
tured deliberations on
enhancing threat
assessment capabill-
ties through modern
technology, including
the use of artiFicial
intelligence for data
analysis and predictive
risk management.

reviewed. The goal is to “bal-
ance customer expectlions
“‘Ill‘ll'llll I.III:IIE:II':IrI:I.thI:itf on
security.” All stakcholders
agreed on the importance of
*promgpiresponse, 1 humane
attitude, and a proactive
opprooach ™ in add ressing pas -
senger concems. The work-
shop also feaued delibera-
bomns on l."I:LhiLIII.IriE tI‘LII."ill
assessment capabilities
thmough modern technology,
including the wse of artificial
inteligence for data analysis
and predictive risk manage
ment

T'he "Functional Workshop
of Airport Sector,” held at

CI5F's Airpont Sector Head
uarters on Jume 27, saw par-
tcipation frorm security heads
of B9 arports and represen
tatives from major organiza
tons, including the Ministry
of Civil Aviation (MoCA)
Inirectorate General of Civl
Aviation {DCCAI, Bureaw of
Civil Aviation Securdny (RCAS)
Alrports Authority of India
(AALL, Delhi Police, Bireaiof
Immigmtion (BOL), Special
Protection Group (SPG)
.'\il“llﬂuv{ .I\.I.'I. I|I1I:q,"|.-:I.L.IIlI INH:l
Delhi International Afrport
Limited (IMALJ, and leading
airline=

To make securty checks
more seamless, discussions
wene held around integrating
facial recogniton with bio-
meirk ."'.lrpml! |.||.I|}' Prisses
(AEPs), CCTV neowarks, Auto
matic Mumber Plate Recog-
nition (ANPR), and FASTag
systems for vehicles. These
upgrades arecxpected to il
itnte faster airport entry and
reducew ziting times at check -
it
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Guard hit, dragged
as driver goes on
rampage at airport

Megha Kuchik

MUMBAT
e

A car driver deliberately
dragged a security guard for
10to 12 metres, at the Mumbai
Domestic Airport, Terminal 1
causing the guard to sustain
serious imjuries. After drag
ging the security guard, the
driver collided with another
car and damaged it. The vic-
tim, Afmz Siddique, an
emplovee of Cristal Security
Company, who is in critical
condition, is being treated at
the VN Desai Hospital. The
accused, Mohammad Khalil, a
resident of Wadala, allegedly
became violent because the
security guard asked him to
move his car, which was
parked at a U-turn. The police
detained the driver on June
25. The victim is an emplovee
of Cristal Security Company.
According to the First
Information Report (FIR), on
June 26 at L30pm, security
guards Afroz Siddique and
Santosh Yadav were clearing
traffic at the U-turn near
Terminal 1 of the domestic
airport. When Siddique asked
the driver of a white car
parked at the spot to move,

Accused, a resident
of Wadala, became
violent after guard
asked him to move
his car, which was
parked ata U-turn

——
the driver, Khalil, ignored him
and later argued. As Siddique
stood in front of the car,
Khalil, tried to flee, hitting
him. Siddique gotstuck on the
bonmet and was dragged for
10 to 12 metres. Despite this,
the driver sped ahead, braked
suddenly, and threw Siddique
off He then rammed into
another car before being
stopped by guards and
bvstanders,

Siddique sustained serious
back and hand injuries. His
colleagues transported him to
the hospital. Security guard
Yadav informed the police.
The police have registered a
case under Sections 125(b) (act
endangering life or personal
safety of others) and 281 {rash
driving or riding on a public
way) of the Bharativa Nvava
Sanhita, along with relevant
sections of the Motar Vehicles
Act.
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Agencies plan facial recognition
feature in CCTVs for airport staff

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Security agencies in
the aviation sector are consider-
ing integration of facial recogni-
tion technology and CCTV for air-
port staffers apart from deploy-
ing other technology tools for
faster security checks and reduc-
ing queues at these facilities, the
Central Industrial Security Force
(CISF) said on Saturday.

The measures were deliber-
ated upon at a meeting of offi-
cials from all agencies on Satur-
day, during which the officials
discussed ways to boost airport
security, protection of VIPs, and
unified training of personnel at
airports while making air travel
seamless, the CISF statement
said.

Officials from the ministry of
civil aviation, Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA),

Bureau of Civil Aviation Secu-
rity (BCAS), Airport Authority
of India (AAI), Bureau of Immi-
gration (BOI), Delhi Interna-
tional Airport Ltd (DIAL), Spe-
cial Protection Group (SPG),
National Security Guard (SPG),
Delhi Police, Air India Express
and Indigo airlines apart form
chief security officers of 69 civil
airports guarded by the CISF
attended a day-long workshop
in the national capital,

“This workshop focused on
making airport security not just
stronger, but also more efficient
and passenger-friendly,” DIG
(Int) of CISF, Ajay Dahiya said.

“The discussions revolved
around integrating facial rec-
ognition with airport entry
passes (biometric AEP) and
CCTVs, along with Automatic
Number Plate Recognition
(ANPR) and Fast Tag integra-
tion for vehicles. This means

potentially faster entry into the
airport and quicker processing
at security checkpoints, reduc-
ing queues and wait time, Digi-
tised standard operating proce-
dures will lead to quicker
responses to any security con-
cerns,” Dahiya said.

The CISF is the national civil
aviation security force and it
has 69 airports of the country
under its cover at present.

The CISF said that another
issue discussed in the meeting
was security of VIPs and other
special guests at the airport.

“Enhanced VIP security pro-
tocols were a point of discus-
sion, including advanced anti-
drone strategies and robust
insider threat checks,” Dahiya
said.

CISF said that in the work-
shop, the deliberations focused
on refining the understanding
of threat and using technology.
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{ AMRITSAR-DELHI FLIGHT }

‘Unruly’ flier held by
airport security staff

Jasjeev Gandhiok

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A male passenger
onboard an Air India flight
from Amritsar to Delhi was
handed over to airport security
at Delhi’s Indira Gandhi Inter-
national (IGI) airport for
engaging in a verbal altercation
with a co-passenger on Satur-
day, officials said.

Air India officials said the
incident happened on flight
Al454.

“Air India confirms that an
incident of unruly passenger
behaviour occurred on board
flight AI454 from Amritsar to
Delhi on June 28, 2025, During
cabin preparations for landing,
amember of our crew noticed a
passenger standing in the aisle,
engaged in a verbal altercation
with another passenger,” the
airline said in a statement.

“The second passenger
renorted to the crew that the

individual was being abusive,”
the airline added.

The flight left Amritsar at
6:40am and landed in the
national capital around 8am on
Saturday.

According to Air India, the
situation was immediately
de-escalated by relocating the
second passenger to a business
class seat for the duration of
the landing.

“Following a complaint by
the second passenger, the pilot-
in-command notified our secu-
rity team on the ground about
the situation, who were present
upon the flight's arrival in
Delhi. The disruptive passenger
was handed over to the airport
security for further investiga-
tion,” the Air India spokesper-
son said on Saturday.

“We will fully cooperate with
the relevant authorities, and
the matter is now under their
purview,” the spokesperson
added.

29 JUNE 2025
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NGT disposes plea by Vasant
Kunj resident on airport noise

Jasjeev Gandhiok

jasjeev.gandhiok@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The National Green
Tribunal (NGT) has disposed ofa
plea filed by a Vasant Kunj resi-
dent who alleged that excessive
noise from aircraft at Indira
Gandhi International Airport
was disturbing the sleep of local
residents.

The complaint, filed by Anil
Sood from the NGO Society for
Protection of Culture Heritage
Environment Traditions and
Promotion of National Aware-
ness (SP-CHETNA), said more
than half the flights at the air-
port use runway 29/11, which is
near Vasant Kunj, and also ques-
tioned the lack of noise pollution
data available,

In its latest order dated June

NGT SAID DIAL WAS
NOW COMPLYING
WITH DIRECTIONS
TO UPLOAD
AIRCRAFT NOISE
LEVELS ONITS
WEBSITE

28, a bench headed by NGT
chairperson Justice Prakash
Shrivastava and expert member
A Senthil Vel said the airport
operator Delhi International Air-
port Ltd (DIAL) was now com-
plying with directions of the tri-
bunal to upload aircraft noise
levels on its website.

“A compliance report on
behalf of Delhi International Air-
port Limited has been filed dis-

closing that the directions issued
by the tribunal have been com-
plied with,” the bench noted.

The data, the airport said, is
now being made public through
its website and reflects noise lev-
els recorded via noise monitor-
ing terminals near runway
approach and departure paths,
the order added.

The permissible aircraft noise
levels, according to DIAL, are 105
dB(A) for daytime and 95 dB(A)
for night hours.

Earlier pleas by locals on the
same issue led to the installation
of noise barriers at the airport.
This was done following NGT's
November 2017 order. NGT had
said directed that “judgement-
based use” of noisy reverse
thrust that reduces speed when
aircraft lands must be ensured.
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Pilot among 5 arrested for abducting farmer’s
family to ‘create hurdles’ in Noida airport project

EXPRESSMNEWSSERVICE
NOIDA, JUNE 28

AVE PERSONS, including a pilot
working with a commercial air
line, were arrested on Saturday
for allegedly kidnapping three
members of 3 farmer’'s family,
who were rehabilitated for giv-
ing up land for the upcoming
Noida International Airpor at
jewar, with anaim tocreate hur-
dles in the project
Police said the accused in

tended to falsely implica e police
and adminisgrative officials, cre-

ating hurdlesin the airport's land
acguisition and rehabilitation
process to extract unethical fi-
nancial benefits,

he Brmer, Hansraj, along
with his wife Kamlesh Devi and
son Saurabh, was kidnapped un-
der the pretext of medical treat-
ment from jewar's Rohi vill age
at Gautam Buddha Nagar in
Uttar Pradesh They were res-
cued by the police from outside
Dayanatpur village in jewar.

[he palice identified the ac-
cused asCaptain Puttan Singh
and hiswileSarojbala, residents
of Noida's Sector 135; Pawan

Chaudhary and Pramod., resi-
dents of Davanatpur village in
Jewar; and Ramadewn, aresident
of Maidan GarhiinDdl ls.

“They have been charged
with the kndnapping of Hansraj,
hiswile Kambesh Devi, and thetr
son Saurabh, residents of Rohi
vill e in Jewar,” Greater Noida
DCPSaad Miya KEhan wold medi-
ApeTsons.

He said that Hansra) and his
family were among the residents
al the six villages that were re-
habilitated during the first stage
of the airport’s development.

“However, Hansraj, Kamlesh

Devi, Saurabh, and their other
son, 5onu, objected to shift © the
rehabilitation and resettiement
(RER) site and had been staying
att beir house in Rohiforthe last
three years, OnMay 29, the fam
iy was moved by the Jewar sub-
distna magistrate and sent to
the REH site” he added

The same day, Saurabh al-
legedly adnuitted his parents o
Kailash Hospital in Jjewar, who
wiere reportedly discharged on
June 4. However, Khan said an
june 2, Sonu filed a Habeas
Corpus petition in the Allahabad
High Court against police and

administrative o ficers, alleging
illegal detention of his father,
motherand brother Saurabh

“0On June 9, the petition was
accepted by the court, which di-
recied the police to present the
three before it " the police said in
astaement, adding that the HC
has scheduled its next hearing
on July 7.

An ofBcer said that the police
suspect that sometime between
May 20 and June 2, the accused
approached Saurabh and his
parents and affered to take the
couple to another acility for bet-
ter treatme nt, Follow g this

they went missing.

The police said seven teams
were set up o search for them,
During the investigation, the
three were found hostagein ase-
cluded endosure outside
Dayanatpur village. "The ac-
cused had conspired to kadnag
them to cause hindrance and
disorderin the relocation policy
of the MNoida International
Airport,” said the DCP

The police have registered an
FIRundler Section 140 3) ( kid-
nappingor abducting in order o
murder ) ol the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita at Jewar police station
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NGT: Airport operator
must display monthly
data on noise online

Tomy Kews Nrmwoas w ] i, s pornd
play adreraft nivise

itiomes] Girpen
T1 e
It prinvings
rringadrernit
Dulbis 1l

peersdin Jies

TR
ertbimal’s
= comfir
I

iend Traditions ar
of Makh L

s previously ral
sl imuses nbowrt nir

that betwses
e mnil Dee N2
aver 50% of ights
Ll ]l'.'llln‘nl'u
Wosarni
s, While
ko ledged nos from Modse M
img ared display; B toring Terminals. “Thus.
w hE Py Terid £luad h wellofn 18
CETTL by the Tribumal has been
The Jurse 23 arder referens  complied with_ So for as the
ool & provics directive from beany of Bl Appllennt in
1 |||' wise il |'l||||1

il by Resspor
Tt sl st I
1o g he reguainsd

Ihn-lu fich Gl
The alrport welmite spec




_ AN
"I f[aa=gT= e

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAR UJALA, DELHI 29 DELHI 2025

formm= & =it 3 fopar Emar | waw EfEer @5 e A

oY 2T = fewtE T
= fareit)l g 4 feeeft W em Sfew R g
U AE W R | 2 € A e
¥ o) 5 2N IHY - R Ay M- i
= ) owew T F :
bbbt Ll 77T H £ 2T
FHT TR EEE # e e e

ffwm & Ee § o ma Iﬂ'ﬂ
WA FARAEE W WS & aw ua dfkw
srfdl 5 S A 1 e 5 d R
3w Sam & et A T fE w28 59 S e
4 el A Al TER den e 454 4§ 7
WETERR:, T O-a 3 A S R

o T 1 v T ae i i o T g
TS A TFE | 39 ERE T MFT WA A A 6
G a i oo i e e e eee = R B e e e e e il
Tt At w1 faerm wern wode w g fem am |

T Bied € BEalE

Emgn'c;aéirmgt-mﬁrqaﬂm
| T F R R T 3 e O

w9 W T T
T W T TEA T TEH A
SEEH] i STy A

@ F AR, W 9N Ehan-
viaR it A T T TEE A

| wrwEm-195 § amr fem g T

|15 W A wn e # B ofEe &
| e T fa o w4 sl o v

H

BTErE R R W i
R & AR, 99 AW T
¥ moEt 5 gy Ben o s

T Ty o BT e o e T

| & e 7 i e A e e

SE] TR T e 5 T T A e
| T o e T e o oot

1 AT % 31 ST R T B Y | e

fem) fomr & &1 T 240 = WA
FARMZE T T 81 RN T ThE T



AN

m
YR fAa=aas uifSeyor

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAR UJALA,

DELHI

29 JUNE 20256

oo grear : 2reT 99 ditedr o aRant
o 1T 500 &S & T wenfud &
2R ¢ Mt AU BERHE H 500 TRIE ST BT BON AVEH

+# faee 2w o2 amTEER
famm gden 9 difed % oftad
¥ fom s00 wUT A w1 TE
T 7 | TH H UIH e
H 74 wiEl femm 1 25 wEY
feT FRTIE TR 0

W 6 F A 171 7
S| SHH e 21l H6H &
R UF SENET 1 O9d
¥ ol F qfas, 7R ¥ F
T T2 IPRYRE 2 T
500 T T4 H AIEH F
oEal £ PRI HE EE A
T 1 dew § 7 F
TEIE 1 HAA & A e
=% Uea | fifta =9 e

UEE WO U ST ;TR 9RE 26/11 HaE A ane & gf
e FiEed (T WA ) w0 Wt § ) 3 i, e,
T e 30T T FHAN B FEEA o e, 2008 § T
e HiaH ST 2 T WA S 411 59 | 77 e 00E
mﬁ“ﬁaﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁsmﬁﬁﬂmﬁn‘tﬂqmqﬁaﬁ#ﬁm
TR TR A AR A SN W 26/11 F W 30w 3
Al A T T H W S 7 W % a0 T S,
i e & wH=I IR R TR e EE

Cic e ot o Ce e R i
7 o weet 1 TRuerEE AN
FY g 8 Hewwm Sl o)
Tirae™ & R 39 gde | 270
T TS A A T
THH 241 A 9| 2R HE 3R
u3 WEA e # gaE &

ol F1 1.25 FE T A
g il TR %O
e 1 21 75 wfE F09 F
s =T # e i
vt &, Forert mmerafe v
T ] YT 3R = e
TS WA ¥ g



AN
I faa=ga= e

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAR UJALA, DELHI 29 JUME 2025

e & e wioH
&l 7Y & WE Hag
weT vaw e famm
qag 99 W @ U
iz 71 o oA SR A
ST T =S e e
| e A s g
#1 | vfran &1 van e
& waa A Harn o
TFE F BN 27 T W
foH T TaEe39 A g
g 9= F fm s=m i ot
£ HF Fia o o #
T oF oyE, s A"
q9E WEE wer e e
UF 3 g2 § R &
N ¥ F uF e g
n-fafore e s o
T | W T W
o1, o A I3
feru Hspdt & & mé) e



_ AN

R fAa=gas uifsswo

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

DANIK JAGRAN DELHI 29 JUNE 2025

IR & 9 ¥4 fq0H 4

I 2l TR PTG

ARV Hacdd, 9% foedl:
s o fowen am €@
s e & fymm d o
e g e w1
HEE WM 3 2 s
& o aEh wEm oW W
@ faam F =g W@ 3w
aen IE H # S
ol 3WE AE 9 38
E T Aden 9% W fE
AT AR AT
SRR T A % TR ==
T

AqFET T AR w= %
A W % 56 s
3 qen % S arem At
& wy E-TEE el
gl w0 9E R
$HF W% & F Terd 4 W
H e Hd g 39 i
w4 ¥ fou Fw, S 9w
WA T B9 W T
o TE1 9, O W1 5H At |
| T de-dve TEAl, e
I HiE ® § 38 TosE
THH o qEt Al @ ES
- T

oA W F W ouw
e et = - R L
femr ® amm #) faum
4 =@ @En &, 99 UsE

o ¢S  are Yeensi
ER G R PR

o AT A w1, 49 ¥ e
O 39 i & 71 Sollow

sz & sl F smifE
i = faae F @ 3 T
TEE W anT e A3
FTAE M| AT § G
=1 39 =g

AR e A T A §
e & T wifar w1 srme
o foeet 99 am e
e g 454 | UF And
7 3 wrmer e dffEa
F i & e, Fe p
* UF WeE A UF g W
=3 e, S GE A 8
O F O A qE A
w5 % g9 1 7 fF aw
e e R U e C o = T A
% W ¢ FaE E A g
T =1 dwmn Al den
% TR oI A w e
¥ W e W da
T T A w e
¥ 9%, THHEE-SA-%E o
R T s e
# TOE AFEE @ sl
AR g{ﬂra;’r"mif &
gaw] %1




AN

g faa=aea wifdewor

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

DANIK JAGRAN KANPUR 28 JUNE 2025

U3R 291 & fqud
1 Yag ¥ tig be |
41 I )

‘l::la'g U HE F 15 9 W

e 11:-1? ’f*m
¥ UF TTH F [E F uw
fin & e wal g T S &
#W U gt 4 uE 99 5%
9 TET 7| TN 35T 5 O
T H FE TH 0L T A
fon T AT wE F faEe oW
i F e O

2R THE &R FaEitE Use
e 3 famm § maw wfE
U, WM w i
TTE HT AR EAA 2T T
ot Fa St W OEE B 3
2 wEr fam e =
for | umme uzzo fe fase
EAEE I B0 3 T M <= 0
2354 F AT 745 = Halp
& @ B 9Tl A uiE EE
I wfa® & =8 F 9w T
T U W T g



Corporate Communications Directorate

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

How to avoid flig

Planning to fly
during the busy
summer months?
Some tips to help
keep you on schedule

HIA DECAILLE

DELAYS AMD CAMCELLATIOMS am an
inevitable real ity torairmave bers whether
caused by staffing shortages, weather
events ar other unusual disruptions. You
can doeverythingripght—triple-chedkyour
travel insurance, bring your ‘Real 11" and
expedite your passage thmough secu

rity—and stillbeaffected, particularbydur
ing the busy summer travel season. But
there aretricksto minimising the risk.

Fly earier in the day

Booking the carliest flight possible can
helpyouavoid ddays, skap the crowds and
savemoney, =ys Hope Williams, 4 1.a for
merflightattendant forl 5 years Anddon’t

DELHI

nt cancellations an

be discouraged by a pre-dawn trek to the
airport:"The cadierthe better” she sys.

Flight delays can ripple through the
systen; a single delayed flight can affect
Iater flights that use the same plane, crew
o alrport resources. “1 always advise the
earlydeparture because typicallyearlierin
the dav you don't have those delays”
Williams says.

Another factor that helps
keep eadier flights on time is
theweather, since thunder-
SO are more common
in the aftrmoon and
cvening. You'll also have
morerecourse iffand when
thingsgo wrong.

Fly direct, or with a
longer layover

One of the best wavs toavoid delavs
and cancdlationsistobookadirect flight.
The reason is simple—direct flights alimi-
natethe possiblity of missed connections,

If booking a direct flight isn't an
option,you can still hel pmitigate the risk
by chioosing a flizht with a lavoverof two
or three houms. Anything less—especially
anything less than an hour—may add to

29 JUNE 2025

d delays

your stress and lead toa missed connect
mg fhght. Stickingwith the same camrier
on multistop fights mayalso help case
the stress of rebooking in the event of &
delay orcancellation,

Consider a midweelk Qight
Flymg midweek cansave youmoney. Butit
can also help you avoid delays asso-
ciated with higher passenger
volume, Williams recom-
mends flying on Tuesday,
Wednesday or Thursday to
avoid the weekend travel
oowds.Onthose midweek
flights, she sysshetended
to see fewer famBies and
maore experienced passen-
gers travelling solo, which

made foralmer thghts.

Check the weather

Before tmwvelling, downboad vouraidine’s
app orhave the webpage handy foryour
carrier’s travel advisories, which can
mclude up-to-date information about
delays Spotting potential snags inadvance
can help you be proactive about making
altemativearmngements. ([n some cases,

airlines will issue waivers @ allow you to
maodifyyour tripin advance of foreseeable
disruptions] As an extra layer of caution,
chieck the weather bafore and after boolk-
ing, particularly durdng peak seasons for
hurricanes, beavy rain and wildfines,
Wmther-rdated trvel disruptionsare not
always predictable, but sometimes pas-
sergers can get ahead of storms.
Look for airport updates
(heck both yourarnval and departure air-
ports fornews of delays. This is espedally
important during busy travel seasons,
inclnding summeer months and hoBdays.
Larger international airports can be
susceptible to delays during peak travel
season accordingtoW illams who saysshe
avoids fiying in July. Last summer, from
hune toSeptember, severalairports conss
tenty ranked among the largest US air
pans with the lowest percentage of on-
time departures, according to data
provided by the Department of Trans-
portationinchud ing Bal timore'Washing
ton International Thurgood MarshallAr-
port, Charlotte Douglas International
Airport, FortLanderdale- Holhawood Inter-
national Alrport and Miami International
Airport, While Willkims doesn't advise
avaiding these airports, she says that sum
mer travellers can avoid complications by
ensuring that they bong the nght docu
ments and get totheairport early. —HNYT
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Ahmedabad flight crash: DNA
test ascertains 260th victim

More than two weeks after the Ahmedabad plane
crash, DNA test has ascertained the identity of
the Iast victim, and the death toll in the tragedy
now stands at 260, officials said on Saturday, The
maortal remains of the last victim were handed
over to the family, they said. Medical authorities
had earlier pegged the fatality count at 270, A
London-hound Air India flight crashed into a
hostel complex in the Meghaninagar area of
Ahmedabad moments after taking off from the
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel International Airport in
the city on June 12, killing 241 on board and
several others on the ground. One passenger
miraculously survived, &
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rofiling for plane crash

victims ends, toll stands at 260

Maulik Pathak

letters@hindustantimes.com

AHMEDABAD: The final human
toll in the Air India Flight 171
tragedy stands at 260 people,
officials in Gujarat announced,
two weeks after the Boeing 787
crashed shortly after take-off
from the city’s only airport in
the deadliest aviation incident
in the country in three decades.

The final death toll of 260 —
comprising 241 passengers and
crew members aboard the air-
craft and 19 people killed on the
ground — is lower than initial
estimates of 270 fatalities.

“The plane crash death toll
stands at 260. We will not
reveal victim identities. All
bodies have been recovered
and identified, with the mortal
remains of all of them handed
over to their families,” addi-
tional chief secretary of health
and family welfare Dhananjay
Dwivedi told HT.

Dr Rakesh Joshi, the head of
Ahmedabad civil hospital, told
HT that all remains were iden-
tified and verified using DNA
matching and facial recogni-
tion.

“The last body, of a passen-
ger, was identified on Friday
night using DNA match,” Joshi
said.

The London-bound Boeing
787-8 Dreamliner crashed into
a medical college hostel com-
plex approximately 30 seconds
after take-off on 12 June from
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Inter-
national Airport, destroying
portions of the building and
bursting into flames.

Among the victims were jun-
ior doctors, staff at the hospital
complex and people on the
street below. One passenger, in
what has been described as a
providential escape, walked out
of the crash after he was
thrown further away from the
burning wreckage.

The impact of the crash and
the inferno that followed
meant remains of most victims,
except for most of the 19 casu-
alties on the ground, were

Forensic experts and DGCA officials at the site where the Air India plane crashed seconds after

take-off from Ahmedabad airport on June 12,

unrecognisable, requiring offi-
cials to seek DNA samples from
family members to help make
the identification.

“Four of the people were
brought in alive but succumbed
to their injuries during treat-
ment. In all, 71 people were
injured and hospitalised, with
most treated at Ahmedabad
Civil Hospital and others at
Zydus Hospital, KD Hospital,
and Apollo Hospital. Of these,
67 patients have been dis-
charged from medical facili-
ties,” said Dwivedi.

An official aware of the
development said that the final
DNA matching was that of Anil
Khimani, 32, from Bhuj in
Kutch, adding that the condi-
tion of those discharged is said
to be stable.

Among the 260 deaths, 254
victims were identified through
DNA testing and the remaining
through facial recognition.

The DNA identification proc-
ess, which typically takes
months, was completed in
approximately two weeks,

experts said.

A total of 318 body parts
were recovered from the crash
site at Meghaninagar, said a
senior police official, asking
not to be named. One forensics
experts who worked on the
cases said the challenge was
such that one of the living
remains that were recovered
later turned out to be thatof a
bird -- a confirmation that
came only after repeated
attempts to extract information
from a deteriorated sample
once it did not throw up any
match.

Dr Bhargav Patel, head of the
Centre of Excellence in DNA
Forensics at NFSU, said his
team of 32 scientists and PhD
scholars processed more than
150 DNA samples [rom crash
victims, DNA samples from 250
relatives were collected at
Ahmedabad Forensic Science
Laboratory, whilst matching
was conducted at FSL Gandhin-
agar and NFSU.

Bodies have been repatriated
across multiple states and

RAJU SHINDE/HT PHOTO

countries, with Ahmedabad
receiving the largest number at
73, followed by Anand with 29
and Vadodara with 24. Thirteen
bodies were sent to the United
Kingdom.

The aircraft took off at 1:39
pm local time and reached an
altitude of 625 feet before los-
ing signal, according to flight
tracking data. The crew issued
a mayday call reporting loss of
power and thrust less than a
minute after takeoff.

The crash marked the first
fatal accident and hull loss of
Boeing’s 787 Dreamliner since
the aircraft entered commer-
cial servicein 2011

It represents India's deadli-
est aviation disaster since the
1996 Charkhi Dadri mid-air col-
lision.

India's Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau is leading
the investigation with assist-
ance from the US National
Transportation Safety Board
and British investigators, Both
flight data recorders have been
recovered from the crash site.

CHIEF OF AGENCY
PROBING CRASH
GETS X-CATEGORY
COVER FROM CRPF

Prawesh Lama
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Centre has pro-
vided CRPF's ‘X' security cover to
chief of the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB), GVG
Yugandhar, officials aware of the
matter said on Saturday, days after
the former Indian Air Force officer
took over the probe into the June
12 Air India crash in which at least
260 people were killed.

“The security cover has been
provided based on the MHA's
orders after a threat review by
intelligence agencies highlighted
the threats and the need for
cover,” an official said, request-
ing anonymity.

“The security cover will be
applicable across the country,”
he said.

Yugandhar is the director gen-
eral (DG) of the AAIB.

Under the X category, at least
two commandos will guard the
AAIB chief round the clock.

The government is yet to issue
astatement on the nature of the
threat to the officer leading the
probe.

While probe agencies are
investigating the cause of the
crash, the site has already been
inspected by officials from the
National Investigation Agency
(NIA), National Security Guards
(NSG)and the Gujarat anti-terror
squad (ATS).

The International Civil Avia-
tion Organisation (ICAO) is also
likely to jein investigation into
the crash.

People aware of the matter
have told HT that ICAO
requested the Indian govern-
ment seeking an “observer sta-
tus” for one of its investigators in
the probe which is being led by
the AAIB. India has approved the
request with an ICAO official
expected to be designated as
observer within two days.
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Al flight returns after
burning smell in cabin

Press Trust of India
letters@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: A Chennai-bound Air
India flight, an Airbus A321, was
forced to return to Mumbai on
Saturday after a “burning smell”
was detected in the cabin.

The aircraft, however, landed
safely, Air India said in a state-
ment,

“Air India flight AI 639, oper-
ating from Mumbai to Chennai,
on Friday, June 27, made a pre-
cautionary air-return to Mum-
bai due to a burning smell in the
cabin,” the airline said in a
statement.

The flight landed “safely”
back in Mumbai, and an aircraft
change was initiated, Air India
said without giving specific
details.

The airline further said its
ground teams in Mumbai pro-
vided all necessary support to

THE FLIGHT EN
ROUTE TO CHENNALI
RETURNED TO
MUMBAI AS A
PRECAUTIONARY
MEASURE

passengers to minimise the
inconvenience caused by this
unforeseen disruption.

The incident comes amid
growing scrutiny of Air India's
operational safety, following a
series of technical snags and
emergency returns throughout
June,

The airline has faced height-
ened attention after the AI-171
crash in Ahmedabad on June 12
which killed 241 passengers and
crew members aboard the air-
craft and 19 people on the
eround.
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Global aviation body may
join probe into Al crash

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The International
Civil Aviation Organisation is
likely to join the investigation
into the Air India Flight 171
crash, officials aware of the mat-
ter said on Friday, adding that
India had requested the UN avia-
tion body to be an observer.

The ICAO made a written
request to the Indian govern-
ment on June 20 seeking
“observer status” for one of its
investigators in the probe being
led by India's Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB),
according to officials familiar
with the development.

“The ICAO oftered to be a part
of the investigation due to its
critical nature and significant
public interest,” an official said.

India has approved the
request, with an ICAO official
expected to be designated as
observer within the next two
days, the official added.

The participation represents
an unusual step for the Montre-
al-based organisation. Accord-
ing to ICAQ's website, the body
“does not normally participate in
aircraft accident investigations,
except when the state or states
with due authority under Annex
13 — Aircraft Accident and Inci-
dent Investigation request our
assistance directly.”

It was not clear if a request to
ICAO was made by authorities in
the UK - which lost 52 of its citi-
zens in the June 12 tragedy --- or
the US, where the plane-maker
Boeing is headquartered. Mem-
bers from both countries have
been part of analyses till now.

Former DGCA joint director
general JS Rawat underscored
the rarity of such involvement.
“In my career of more than three
decades, this is the first time that
the ICAO has requested the state

Wreckage of the Air India
aircraft which crashed in
Ahmedabad on June 12

{India) to be a part of the investi-
gation,” he said.

HT has seen the email sent by
India's ICAO representative Ang-
shumali Rastogi to civil aviation
secretary Samir Kumar Sinha, in
which the UN body stated that
“the presence of an observer will
greatly enhance the efficiency
and effectiveness of the ongoing
investigation.”

Aviation safety expert Mohan
Ranganathan clarified the
observer's limited role: “The
investigation is solely conducted
by the AAIB. The UK civil avia-
tion authority, the engine and
aircraft manufacturer along
with US National Transportation
Safety Board and ICAO do not
play a main role apart from
assistance.”

The AAIB is currently investi-
gating the crash of Air India
Flight 171 which went down
shortly after take-off from
Ahmedabad on June 12, killing at
least 271 people. The probe
involves other international
stakeholders, including Boeing
as the aircraft manufacturer,
Rolls-Royce for the engines, and
aviation authorities from coun-
tries where the aircraft was cer-
tified.

The civil aviation ministry
and ICAO did not respond to
queries seeking comment.

PARL COMMITTEE
SUMMONS CIVIL
AVIATION SECY

NEW DELHI: The Parliament
committee on transport, tourism
and culture has summoned civil
aviation secretary Samir Kumar
Sinha to appear before it on July
8 to discuss issues regarding
safety concerns in the aviation
sector, officials aware of the
development said on Friday.

“The committee met on June
23 to discuss air congestion and
related issues. It was decided to
have a discussion regarding
safety concerns in Indian avia-
tion,” one of the officials said.

This comes after the Gatwick
bound Air India flight, formerly
Al 171, on June 12, crashed
moments after take- off from
Ahmedabad airport, killing 241
of the 242 people on board.
While the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB) is
investigating the matter, aviation
regulator Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) ordered
additional and mandatory
checks to be performed on all
B787 aircraft of Air India.

“The civil aviation secretary
has been summeoned by the com-
mittee with an aim to have
detailed discussion on various
aspects of aviation safety,”
another official said.

HT reached out to the civil
aviation ministry (MoCA) but
did not get its response till the
time of going to print.

Meanwhile, Air India, which
has 33 B787 aircraft in its fleet,
has completed the mandatory
checks (as instructed by the
DGCA) on 28 of them. The airline
has also been conducting addi-
tional checks on their wide-body
aircraft and hence is operating
with 15% reduced capacity. HTC
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Drunk passenger aboard Al flight abuses
co-flyer midair, handed over to security

5 LALITHA & hevwiDeln According toa soures, the In
dividual was accompanied by
his wife and daughter “The @y
er abused a co-passenper on
boan] who lodged a com-
plaint with the cabin
erew. The First Captain
then aleried Alr India's
sEcurity team on the
ground, They took him
Into custody as soon a8
the Dight knmeed.”
In & statement, the alrline's
spokesperson sald, . During
cabln preparations for landing,

A drunk passenger on bonrd an
Air India Might from Amrit-
sar to Delhi on Saturday
created a ruckus and
was handed over 10 5
curity st@all on arrival
ot the 16T Alrpaart

T he inet dent oocurred
on board Might AT 454,
which departed from Srl
Grn Ram Das.di International
Alrport at 6:40 am ond reached
Dhielbid s Teren el 3 an &1 am

a cabin crew nofloed a passen
ger standing in the aisle, en-
gaged in g verbal altercation
with another passenger
The second passenger re-

peorted to the crew thal the Indl
vidual was being abusive. Our
cabin crew immedintely de-es-
calated the sitation by redocmt
tng the second passenger oa
business dass seat For the dura
tion of the landing "

The disruptive passenger
wis hamded over to the alrport
ekl 1 For Miirther finobe
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AirIndia SATS sacks four
senior officials amid public

outrageover partyvideo

AGENCIES

Adrindin SATS (AISATS has
sacked four senior officials
after a video of an office
party in Gurugram went
viral, rripggering widespread
shockand outrage over the
callousattitude of the sinffers
as the nation mourns the
death of 270 people in the
tragic Ahmedabad plane
crash.,

Iheviden, which feamred
AISATS Chief Operating
Officer Abraham Zacharish
and other officlals dancing
[T -'|||.'|r|.||gI TTINESIC, Wils wnl:-l:.-
condemmed on socinl media.

AlSATS s a company thar
proe ides airport gr||u||||
services [Tis a joint ve niure,
ownedl -.'L|I|i:||'l. {50-500 by
two companies —Air India
Limited, which 15 part of
the Tara Group, and SATS
Limited, a company that

offers airpon services and
food solutions.,

The party, which wok
place on 20 june was attend
ed by Bengalurn Intema
kil Adr port Limited' s GM
ond head Sampreet Kotian,
AISATS Chief Operating
Officer Abraham Fakaria,
ond the company's Chief
Financial {fficer, sources
ol mgencies

This insensitive celebra
tion came at a time when
many families were still
waiting to see their loved
ones for the [ast time, and
funeral pyres were vet to
cool

As of Fridoy moming,
oy 202 af the 2240 fden tified
bodies had been handed
over to families

Several others remain ln
morgues, their DNA still
being matched, os anthonties
continue the difficult mek
ol ldentification
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Unrulypassenger handed
overto securil}r aftermid-air
altercation UﬂAirlndjuﬂigl ||

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
RIS, 2 LM C

An unruly passenger was
handed over i airport seounty
at Delhi's Indirs Gandhilneer
nitional Airport following a
kel -miralverca ton on an Al
India fight from Amritsar 1o
Dethi on Saturday, the airline
said.

Air India confirmed an
inciden tof dismuptive bebiay
iour sboard flight Al454,
whichrequired intervention
by cabin crew and securty
personnel,

" Durmgcabin preparations
for land ing, a memberofour
i itlllll cri=w moticed a I"il.'\-'
senger standing in the aisle,
enpaped naverbal aftercution
with another passenger. The
second passenger infommed
the crew that the individual
wils being abusive,” the nirline
saiid in & statement,

The crew acted swilily o
de-escalute the situation by
relocating the affected pas
senger o a business-class
seal for the pema i der of b

fight.

Upon landing in Delhi,
the girfine’s security team,
previously alered by the
pilot-in-command, was on
standby and tookcustody of
the dismptive passe nger for
further |rh|.-“.Ii|.;.lrI||||.

“lur cabm crew tmmee
diately de-escalated the sit-
uation byrelocating the sec
III1I| !1i|.'\-|'1l"Fig|.'l ([R5 III.I.'NITIH'\'\'
clas sseat. Followmg a formal
complaint, the pilot-in-com
mand notified our ground
SECUTEY team, whin e s~
ent upon armval in Delhi
Ihe dismip tive pessengerwas
handed over LEh PRI SECLITEY
for fusther investigation,” the
statement added.

Air India reiterated its
zero-tolerance policy iowarnd
disruptive behaviour and
emphasized its commitment
to the safety and well-being
of all prassEnpers a ni crew

“We will fully cooperate
with the relevant authonties,
and thematter is now under
their purview,” an Air India
sppoloesprerso n said
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Flyer's death
forces Del-bound
Air India flight to

land in Kolkata

Kolkata: A 54-year-old pas-
senger on a Vancouver-Delhi
Air India flight, which had
landed at Kolkata airport for
refuelling, died after she fell
sick mid-alr, reports Ta-
maghna Banerjee.

The medical emergency
prompted the pilot of AI-186to
make an emergency landing
at Kolkata airport Thursday
evening, moments after it had
taken off.

The passenger, Rajbir
Kaur Bhinder, was rushed to
the nearest hospital where
she was declared dead on ar-
rival by an attending doctor,

Bhinder was aresident of
Faridkot in Punjab. “She was
brought to the hospital in an
unconscious state. Family
members said she had a his-
tory of unconsciousness in
flight. We checked her imme-
diately but found her dead,”
sald a senior hospital offi-
cial. Officials then called Ba-
guiati police and sent the
body for a postmortem.

Copssaidapreliminary in-
vestigation suggested she suf-
fered a cardiac arrest butade-
tailed postmortem report
was awaited to confirm the
reason behind her death.
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Parl panel summons Civil Aviation Secy
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State to boost air connectivily

CHAN DIGARH, JUNE 28

Horyana is stepping up
effors to enhance air connec
tivity and promaote regional
mr services under Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
Udaan Yojana, suid Civil Avi
ation Minister Vipul Goyal
while chaidng a board meet-
ing of the Harvana Aifport

Development Corporation
He em phasised the state's
vision D emerge as an avia-
tion hub. *Haryvana is mov-
ing forward on the path of
development. It is our col
lective responsibility to
accelerate ar oonnectivity o
give wings to the Udaan

TNS

Yojana,” he stated
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