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Dabolim airport slips

out of India’s top
10 busiest airports

THE GOAN | NETWORK

VASCO

Goa's Dabolim Airport has
slipped out of the list of In-
dia's top 10 busiest airports in
terms of domestic passenger
traffic for April 2026, amid a
wider decline in the state’s
overall air passenger move-
ment during the frst four
months of the year.

According to data released
by the Airports Authority of
India (AAl) and compiled by
aviation platform Network
Thoughts, Dabolim Airport
had handled 508,785 do-
mestic passengers in March
2026, briefly securing a place
among the country’s top 10
busiest airports.

However, the airport failed
to retain its ranking in April

after passenger traffic de-
clined, allowing Guwahat
Airport to enter the top 10 list
with 5,24,002 domestic pas-
sengers. Major metro airports
including Bengaluru, Mumbai
and Delhi continued to dom-
inate the rankings with the
highest passenger movement
across the country.

The latest figures come at
a time when Goa's overall air
passenger traffic has recorded
a significant fall between Jan-
uary and April 2026.

Data from the Ministry of
Civil Aviation showed that
total passenger traffic in Goa
dropped from 11,82316 pas-
sengers in January to 8,61,254
passengers in April, reflecting
a decline of 3,21,062 passen-
gers or around 27.2 per cent
within three months.
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GMR Airports
posts 3400 cr net
in March qtr

GMR Airports has swung into
the black, posting a profit of
¥400.49 crore in three months
ended March this year. The air-
ports operator had incurred a
loss of 1252.66 crore in year-
ago period. In the Q4 of FY26,
income climbed to 74,042.90
crore from ¥2,976.76 crore in
same period a year ago. It also
posted a profit of T472 crore
for full FY26 - the first time it
has recorded full-year prof-
itability in more than a decade.
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Bengaluru airport ‘second busiest in India’

rm—
Aneesh Phadnis
Mumbsai

Bengaluru has  overtaken
Mumbai to become the
second busiest airport for
domestic passenger traffic,
the Airport Authority of In-
dia’s April data show.

While capacity expansion
at Bengaluru airport has en-
abled it to add more fights,
Mumbai lost its second rank
in April with the shifting of
traffic to the Navi Mumbai
airport. The Mumbai airport
had previously dropped be-
hind Bengaluru during the
Covid-19 period that saw
sharp restrictions on travel.

On an overall basis, how-
ever, the Mumbai airport
leads Bengaluru due to a

higher share of international
traffic.

DOMESTIC TRAFFIC

Domestic passenger traffic
at Mumbai airport fell 12.1
per cent in April on a vear-
on-year basis to 2.89 million.
Domestic  aircraft move-
ments in Mumbai were 3.3
per cent lower in April over

the same period last year,

Navi Mumbai airport,
which began operations last
December, has seen a 3
growth in domestic flights in
the summer schedule. In-
diGo tweaked its networlk,
shifting some flights from
Mumbai to Navi Mumbai
Destinations like Avodhya,
Agra, Hindon, Jabalpur and
Tirupati, previously served
from Mumbai, are now
served from Navi Mumbai.

Last month, Navi Mumbai
handled 524 lakh passen-
gers, which was 2.3x growth
over March. Itis now the 10
busiest airport for domestic
traffic. In April, Bengaluru
afrport handled 3.17 million
domestic passengers, a slight
decline of 0.2 per cent over
the same period last year.

“The Covid-19 pandemic
period was exceptional. If
you exclude that, Bengaluru
airport has beaten Mumbal
in domestic traffic for the
first time,” said an industry
analyst.

While the Mumbai airport
suffers from capacity con-
straints, Bengaluru has seen
expansion with the opening
of & second runway in 2019
and a second terminal in
2022, In F¥25 and FY26, the
Bengaluru airport witnessed
faster growth in domestic
traffic than Delhi and Mum-
bai.

“Air India group and In-
diGo have made Bengaluru
their third hub. In fact,
Bengaluru is  IndiGo's
second biggest hub after
Drelhi,” the analyst added.
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GMR Airports posts
Ta0d crore profit in Q4
—

mewe Dulhiz GME Airporss Lid
[GAL) pasted a proft of
TA0049 crare in tha March
guarter. It had mourred a loss of
T25LEE crars in tha year-aga
period. in the fourth quarter of
Py, total mcome clembed (o
F4,042.00 crace (W2 O7ETE
crorej. For the year ended
March 2024, the comipany
poated a praht of ¥472 erora
— the first time it has recorded
full-pear proft in more thana
decade. =t



AIRF’UHISAUIHUH#T ¥ UF iNL‘iA

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS LINE DELHT 29 MAY L2026

UP starts e-bus services to Jewar airport,
CM wants ‘public transport in place’ by June 15

—
Amit Vijay Mohile
Murnbal

Uttar Pradesh has begun
rolling our electric buses for
&Lcufu:um.ing_fm'a: Interna-
tional Airport, with the first
110 buses- expected to con-
nect it with metro stations,
Nobda, Greater Noida ond
key regidential and commer-
cial hubs ahead of the flight
operations starting June 15,
Officials are also planning
to scale the network to 500
electric  buses seross the
Yamuna Expressway [ndus-
trial Dhew t]l:lFIﬂ'Il:‘]'.IL Authority
(YEIDA) region, the indus
trial and infrastructure cor-
ridor surrounding the Jewar
airport, signalling the start
of a much larger Statewide
electrie public transport ex
pansion that could eventu-
ally see 4,000-5,000 ¢-buses
operating across Utar Pra
desh cver the next few vears,
‘While chairing the fourth
meeting of the State Trans

OVERSEEING CHANGE. P CM Yogl Adityanath chairing the
fourth m:fring of the State Transformation Commission

formation Commission on
Thursday, Chief Minister
Yogi Aditvanath said the
public  cranspost  svstem
around Jewar airport should
ber fully strengthened before
the srartof flight operations.

3-LAYER EXPANSION

The expansion is unfolding
across three layers, First s
the existing municipal base.
Under the earlier FAME-II
alloeations and State trans-
port programmes, Uttar Pra-
desh deployed around 740
electric buses across cithes.

Additional procirement
over the last 18 months is es-
timated to have pushed the
operational footprint  bey-
ond 1200 buses.

Second s the Jewar-
YEIDA expansion, where the
airport-linked network is ex-
pected o integrate metro
comnectivity, airport trans-
fers and industrinl worker
mobility. The third and po-
tentially  higpest  prowth
driver is the Centre’s PM-
cHus Sewn scheme, which
aims to-deploy 10,000 elec-
tric buses nationally,

With one of the country's
largest concentrations of cit-
ies with populstion above
three lakh, Locknow, Kan-
pur, Ghaziabad, Gorakhpur,
Thansl, Avodhya and Firoza-
bad have secured allocations
under the scheme. Industry
estimates suggest that Uttar
Pradesh alone could receive
between 2,500 and 3,000 ad-
ditional  e-buses  through
gross oost contract tenders
that are currently under
implementation,

EXPRESSWAYS & HURS
Alomgside the electric bus re-
wiew, the Chief Minister dir-
ected faster lnd acquisition
for maltiple projects includ-
ing the Agra-Lockmow-
Purvanchal Link Express-
wary, the Jewar Link Express-
way and the Jhansi Link
Expressway.,

The meeting also re-
viewed loglstics hubs, de
fence corridor investments
and on agri export hub
planned near Jewar alrport.
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GMR AIRPORTS
POSTS Z400-CR
PROFIT in Q4

GMR

AIRPORTS

HAS swung

Faet el nto the
o black,

prsting &
proft of 2400 .49 crore In
the three months ended

March this year. The air po-
rsoperator had incumed a
less of 1252 46 crore Inthe
year-ago period. In
GAFY24, total income
rose T4 042.90 crore.



- :— 1, _— - r

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDU

DELHTL

29 MAY 2026

Art at the airport

Paresh Maity’s paintings and installation at the

Noida International Airport let you carry back

a slice of cultural memory

is Artist Paresh
iith his latest artwork.

Soma Basu

irports are for making
A connections between

destinations. But when
Padma Shri awardee and painter
Paresh Maity brings his art to a
modern hi-tech building, the
generic transit hub turns into a
welcoming and engaging space.

Maity believes that airports
make for a unique venue and
allow artists to introduce cultural
richness to people who may not
be from the region. Two years
ago, he was commissioned for a
project at the upcoming Noida
International Airport (NIA) at
Jewar in Uttar Pradesh. And, he
has come up with what he is best
known for — his skill with oil and
acrylic on canvas.

When the NIA becomes
partially operational from June 15
with its first flight to Bengaluru,
passengers can experience
Maity’s artistry in the main hall of

the terminal and carry with them
memories of places the State is
famous for. He has done a series
of six paintings that merge into a
single monumental 8x100 ft
canvas titled Jagriti (Awakening).
What makes his work unique is
his colour palette that intuitively
moves between the panels
depicting the Taj Mahal in Agra to
the Kumbh Mela in Prayagraj. The
vibrant visual narrative also
creates scenes from the ghats of
Varanasi, the Dhamek Stupa of
Sarnath, the Kusum Sarovar near
Goverdhan Hill in Mathura, and

e

Mystic Abode represents
India’s spiritual and cultural
energy. Bells ring in
positivity and create a

meditative sensation. People
can pause and sit inside to
contemplate

the old city of Ayodhya. The
panels are connected by the
sacred water bodies — Ganga,
Yamuna, Saraswati, and the
Sarayu. The flow of water and the
marvel of sunlight are painted in
a way that they appear to move
seamlessly from one painting to
the next, which starts with the
temple-lined ghats in Benares and
ends with the vigour of the
biggest gathering of faith, the
Mahakumbh. “If you look at the
panel, you will see the serenity of
our culturally significant places,
and feel the spiritual energy,”
Maity says. The panel speaks in a
distinct visual language of colours
reminding viewers of love,
simplicity, detachment and
legacy.

Maity has also done a
12-and-half-foot experiential
installation, the Mystic Abode,
with 8,500 brass bells. In the
shape of a hut, it is an interactive
space — with the gentle sounds of
bells playing in the background.
“It represents India’s spiritual
and cultural energy. Bells ring in
positivity and create a meditative
sensation. People can pause and
sit inside to contemplate,” says
Maity.

His earlier works can be seen
at T3 in Delhi’s Indira Gandhi
International Airport, where he
created an 850-foot-long
continuous mural, The Indian
Odyssey, that highlights India’s
festivals and monuments. At
Terminal 1, he has five sculptures,
including The Sound of Silence,
using brass and copper alloy bells
to create a human face. Airports
are the finest art galleries that
give free access to art for all. The
immersive public art not only
creates a culture-connect but also
helps to ease travel anxieties and
reduce stress due to delayed
flights.

“Art is universal and meant for
all. In Noida airport, I have
created the culture and spirit of
Uttar Pradesh,” says the artist.
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GMR Airports ups lead over
Adani on Delhi tariff boost

GMR posted 40% revenue growth in FY26, while Adani Airports Holdings saw 28% growth

;ﬂ'_lisl'-eh.h-ﬂrlr\-uvml EOT
HE'W DE| He

MH Abrport= Lid outpuced

rival Adand Airports Hodd-

T Laal b FY26 revene

growth, aiched by revised

turifTs for intermational
passengersat Delhi airport, wideningits
el avmog Desedio’s et vaate adpont doper-
atrsrs,

GMEB Airpons reparied 40% revenue
wrowih in FY26, while Adand Alports
Hioldingss Lich postod 28%growt by as peer
firmy cliselessures. The dilfering perdomm
anee reflects the contrasting expansion
anil monetization strafegies of India’s
iven largest privalegirpor operitors

GME. whichoperates Dielhi, Hydem-
banel el Mo alrponts, alsabirvoagzhit for-
wird theopendogg ofits Foarthairport at
Bhonsipuram in Andhm Pradesh to the
July-Beptember quanter from October-
Drecember, If is also planning to take
over opetalions of Nagpur airpor
arvuridd the same period,

Adani Alrpons, awholly cwned sub-
sicdiary of Adand Entergrises Lid, oger-
ates eight airports, incloding Muombi,
Navi Mumbai, Lucknow, Ahmedabad,
Jaskprr, Thivuvananthupmeran, G-
atburti e Mangalure,

GINER Adrports reparied total rey

Ceedhl Intarmational Airport accounted for 50% of GMR Alrports’ business, while

Hyderabad and Goa togather contributed about 20%. HE

anid first s

Thaiz tarifl c haighe drove  178% juinp
in peronautical revenues at Delhi in
FY26. Avro reveniues of Hyderabad ond
G weme [t o checHiwsd,

Delhi  International  Airport
mpreonted for 50% of GMR Adrports’

enue of T15,200 crorm in the vou Fﬂﬂpﬂgm;:l?'&l] m"I';i'::lPﬂ"-'B;l: W

l'lllt‘li-l !;I[,un'li SOVME m|.||:i|||!|l|l.l||| Ccl Dl'.tl: II:'IEF'I':!E.L.p fe Ih:;-.-_argndga e
0836 crone in the provious vour. — fram R0 836 crare i March 2006, up fream
Achimi Airports peeted T3 08I crome,  the previais year 0,724 crore m FY 25

g from TH0224 crore in FY 25,

I FVER A Adrports reported a profit
ol $1427 crove, versis a 85 crope boss a
yrar eardier.
Adland Airpornts does not separtely
chiseclose pst et s it s undisted
Passenger traffic growthwasamsoces)

pot, whibe poughly onein fourased an
Aclani-run Bieility.

"Weexpect tosec o 5-6% Increase in
s ik The i lisd kg the additio
of o new airports tooour paort felio,
Bhogngaoramand Nogpar. Bhogapamm
iﬁ.:l;{!||'ﬂfh-l||r|J|“|u||1'l.'|.||I|.'||'I-u't-|u||-l|;:1I-
warl toeadding in Q2FY 27 and around
thes sammie tinme we will take over Nagpar
airport operstions,” said Saurabh
Chewda, chiel Tinancial officer, ol GME
Abrports, dasringg thwe post-resulis fnves
tor call on Thursday.

l'.'l.n"i HETTSS |:!|:|.¢.u.::||lu:l':|.|'|:. \l.lmh:l
andd onging resilastate paojesctsal Defhi
is pemeed at about 11400 crore for the
curment fseal

“Wieexpect the firstquarter tobesofl
o G Abrports prrimarily because of
the impaet of war in the Middle Easa
(Weat Asiad, Airlines are reducing
dlommestic capscities so there will be an
imnguact of thesocancellations on possen
mertmalific,” said Ankita Shah, vice prosi-

| dlent ar baedirige firm Elara Capital,

aeross both operators. GMR handled |

“Passoriger trallic growth s expectiod
imi the lnter hadfof the year, InQ2 (FY29,
thes airpesrt aperator will add two air
ot b dis ot Tolko, Sothat shoubid add
arommnd $million pessenmersand a 2-ocdd
miilliom incremental growth from exiss
Ingg thiree alrports,” she explabned,

Shiaal saiel GME Adrports hosa dil-
ferent porifoliv compared with

mﬂmmwi muﬁ:ﬂlﬁmﬁd Ackand Afrports in termsofprofile ol
Y riven if Fesrenis e ek . x
Largely by tandf lar international th 'IH_H' L '“.:_II E_‘h“' “"”H';"‘I' '_'I
rewisians at Delhi PHELE IS AC TN the mirports™, She ooted GMIEs
airpart travesl classes invesiments in Delhi expansion,

while Hyderabad and Mopa are

Tl resverrue o inoogne for G
Adrports includes revemoe from opera
tinns are] ot her income.

For GME. growthwasdriven largely
by Lt pesvisionms ait Delbud adepoort, shich
allowed differentiated user develop
et fees (UDF for international pos-
seqyrersacross Danel classes; incloding
CrOnony,. premmim connomy. business

bisiness, while Hyderabad and Gog
together contributed about 200 The
remaining 0% came [rom other
irwconme and jes share in joing ventures,
asmocintes and subsidiaries.

G Adrportsalsoswamg to profia-
biliny, postimgg o peof i before s of $472
rvere onmpared wat ba TRIG. D eron: fos

1146 million passemeers in FY20, 8 1%
s, while Ackani Alrpsorts reoorded 553
il o peassenners, alsoup P,

Acroes nckia, passenger trallic stood

Adrports Authority of Tndis (AAT daca,

s through a GMR-operated air

e fiekd mirports, Adini, shesaid,
has taken over “operating assets™ bar
rings Mo Mumibal

"M has i B nvesting in thei e

| abrperts, inchiding the next phase of
at 3209 million in FY26, acconding to |

capacity additions. Sothe cost of recoy

[ ery of the eapes s spread out over a
Maore than oo in three air travelless |

preriond of thme satlan topsict on e

| earnings" Shaly adeded.
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Airport lift crash

B CALCUTTA: Sk Moidul
Rehman, 51, one of the
three workers injured
when a lift under main-
tenance collapsed at
Calcutta airport on Tues-
day, died on Wednesday.
The injured had been
admitted to Charnock
Hospital. Airport sources
said that compensation
would be paid to Reh-
man's family.
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Al tocut de 1111{”-atia'
flights bv 20~
June- ‘tu,g,‘uwt on
high fuel costs

—
Rohit Vaid
Feew Diethi

Tota  Group-promoted  Air
[ndin will remporarily ea-
tionalise operations by 20
per cent on select domestic
routes between fune and Au-
gust amid high fuel costs,
sources tobd businessiing.,

At present, Air India oper-
ates 3600 domestic fights
per week. The reduction,
sources sald, is expected to
impact more than 750 fre-
quencies per week.

“Onver 40 per cent of oper-
attonal costs come from fuel,
which is the most expensive
component. The exponential
rige in prices has led o this
decision,” sources  told
businessiine.

Accordingly, the move ex-
tends - adjustments - already
ainounced for certabn inter-
narional services.

“The upcoming lean travel
season, coupled with high
ATF costs, has led o the de-
cision to reduce frequencics
o dimestic routes,” sourtes
sald,

The sectors likely to wit-
ness lower fréquencies in
clude Mumbai-Ahmedabad,
Mumbai-Nagpur, Mumbai
Parna, Mumbai- Bhopal,
Delhi-Hyderabad, Dr.'ll:‘hi-
Benaluru and
Dethi-Kolkara,
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High fuel prices push Air India to
slash over 207 domestic flights

SCALING DOWN. Temporary rationalisation will continue between June and August, says Tata-backed carrier

—
Rohit Vaid

Pt Dl

Tata Group-promoted  Alr
India will temporarily -
tionalise¢ operations by 20
per cent on select domestic
routes between June and Au-
gust 2026 amid high fusl
O8RS, s0Urces tald
Druzimessiing.

At present, Air India oper-
ates 3,600 domestic fights
per week. The reduction,
sources said, is expected o
impact more than 750 fre-
quencies per week.

“Orwver 40 per cent of o Er—
ations costs come from fu
which is the most 1.'::p'.'nm1-'i:
component. The exponential
rise in prices has led to this
decishon,”  sources  told
Irasimensiine.

LEAN SEASON
Accordingly, the move ex-
tends  adjustments  already
announced for certain nter-
narional services

“The upcoming lean travel
season, coupled with ex-

tremely high ATF {air tur-
bine fuel) costs, has led m
the decision to n:du.cr: fre-
quencies  on  domestic
routes.” sources sald.

The airline is set 1o scale
down flight frequencies on a
number of metro and tier 2
sectors, while continuing op-
erations on  all  affected
roubes.

The sectors likely to wit-
ness lower frequencies in-
clude Mumbai-Ahmedabad,
Mumbal-Mogpur, Mumbai

Parna, Mumbai-Bhopal,
Delhi-Hydershad, Delhi-
Bengaluru and
Delhi-Kolkara,
FREQUENCY CUT

Besides, sources indicaved
that the airline’s earlier cur-
tablment of select interna-
tional operations had moder-
ated connecting  domestic
passenger traffic through key
rransit hubs such as Delhi
and Mumbai.

O des part, the alrline said
the move involves a reduc-
tion in frequencies on select
domestic roates during rhe

SERVICES HIT. The reduction is expected to impact more than
750 frequencies per week

three-month period begin-
ning June 1,

“In continuation of our
previously  announced ad
Justments to select intemna-
tional services between June
and Augest 2026, we have
temporarily rationalised op-
erations on certain domestic
routes during the same
period, with a reduction in
frequencies  om select
routes,” an Alr India spokes-
persomn said.

FUEL PRICES

The airine said it would con-
tinue to monitor demand
und operating conditions

closely, with a view to restor
ing frequencies once condi-
tions stabilise,

Earlier this month, Air In
dia suspended flights on six
imternational routes.

Motably, bustressline was
the first to report on the air-
line's plans to temporarly
suspend all flights 1o certaln
destinarions such as
Chicago., Furthermore, Air
India reduced frequencies
across  several  overseas
rowtes between Jumne and Au-
st 2026,

The airline’s incernational
operstions have been im-
pacted by high jet fuel prices,

prolonged airspace restric-
tions  and  geopolitical
disruptions.

SUSPENDED ROUTES

At that time, Air India had
said the katest adjustments
were aimed at improving
network stabilicy and min-
imising last-minute incon-
venbence to passengers dur-
ingthe ; trave] seasom.

In addition, as part of the
revised international sched-
ule, Alr India has suspended
Aights on six overseas routes
through August

These  include Delhi
Chicago,  Delhi-Shanghai,
Chennai-Singapore, Mum-
bal-Dhaka, Delhi-Malé and
Mumbai-New York (JFEK)
Bervices.

Mentwhile, Delhi-Newark
services will remain tempor-
arily suspended during the
period.

Despite these reductions,
the airline had said it will
continue operating  mons
than 1200 internatiomal
Hights every month across
fwe continents.
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Boging to up production
of 737 models

Boeing is mcreasing 737
production to 47 jes a month,
up from 42, after consulting
with the Federal Awiation
Administration, Boeing CEQ
Kelly Ortherg said on
Wednesday. “We're off and
rolling at the 47 rate, and we
should be there in the nest
couple rrr:hnl:hs."f_lr:berﬁ said
The comparry ems [0 move [0

52 jets a month earhy nest year,

after Boeing opens a fourth
737 production line in Everett,
Waihington. " think the whale
wofld's watching to make sure
wr makoe(rate}) 47 and 52."
Ortberg said. s

Delhi-San Francisco Air India flight returns mid-way

Oq.rm
Mew Dethi

An Air India flight operating
from Delhi to San Franciseo
returned to the national cap-
ital on Wednesday after the
crew detected a technical
snag  while approaching
Chinese airspace, sources
wld buinessline,

The Boeing 777 aircraft.
carrying 230 passengers, had
already been airborne for
nearty three hours when the
issue was identified,

Speaking to businessiing,

airline sources sald the crew
decided to return o Dethi as
i precuutionary measure in
line with the standard oper-
ating procedures (SOF).

RETURN JOURNEY
The return journey to Delhi
ook another threeand-a-
half hours approximately.
Before landing, the air-
craft remained airborne for
close toan hour to carry out
fuel jetrison procedures in
accordance with the S0P,
taking the total airborme
time to nearky eight hours.
“The fuel jertison was car-

ried ot because a long-haul
aireraft like the 777 departs
at & very high take-off weight
with large Tuel reserves for
an ultra long-haul destina-

thon like San Franclsco,™ air-
line sources told husinesstine.

On its part, the airline
confirmed thar the aircraft
had remurned to Delhi follow-
ingatechnical izsue,

“Flight AI1173 from Delhl
to San Francisco on May 27
has returned to Delhi due to
a technical issue in accord-
ance with the laid down pro-
cedures. The aircraft landed
safely and will undergo tech-
nical inspection in line with
Air India's safety standards,”
an Air India spokesperson
said,

According vo the spokes-

man, alternative arrange-
mentswere being made to fiv
passengers to their destina-
tlon at the earliest

ALTERNATIVE PLANS

“Our ground teams are
providing all necessary as-
sistance to the passengers,
including refreshments,
hotel accommipdation or res-
cheduling as opted for by
them."

*“The safety and well-betng
of passengers and crew re-
main Air India’s highest pri-
ority,” the spokesperson
added.
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Air India to cut flights from June

DEEPAK PATEL
Meaw Dedhi, 27 May

Tata prosp-owned Air India will
reduce both domestic and interna-
teonal Hights from June to August this
year due to high fuel prices amid the
ongoing West Asia conflict, the airline
said on Wednesday.

Business Standard reported on
Tuesday that Air India recorded the
sharpest peroentage reduction in
domestic operationsamong all Indian

carriers. The full-service carrer is
scheduled to operate 2,655 weekly
domestic flights in June 2026, down
from 3,696 in June 2025, a decline of
aver 28 per cent, acconding to aviation
analytics firm Cirium's data.

Alr India, in a statement on Wed
nesday said: “In continuation of our
previously announced adjustmentsto
select international services between
June and August 2026, we have tem-
porarily rationalised operations on
certain domestic moutes during the

same period, with a reduction in fre-
gquencies on select routes.”

“These adjustments are driven by
the sustained impact of high fuel
prices on overall operations. Air India
will continue to monitor demand and
operating conditions closely, with a
view to restoring frequenciesascondi-
tions stabilise.” it added. Passengers
impacted by these changes willbe pro-
actively assisted with reaccommoda-
tion, complementary date changes, or
full refunds, it said.
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A-llight to

San Francisco
returns due to
technical snag

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Miw Delbd, 27 May

An Air India tlight bound for San
Francisco returmed to Mew Delhi
on Wednesday after developing a
technical snag mid-fhght, forcing
the aircraft to turn back after
sperding more than eight hours in
thee air, according tothe airline and
Hight-tracking data.

The aircraft, with around 230
passcngers onboard, had been
girborne for more than three
hours end was fying throogh
Chinese airspace beforediverting
back toward Dielhi.

Flight Ali173, operated by a
Boeing 777-300ER  carrying
around 230 passengers,
departed Delhi for San Francisco
before returning to the Indian
capital in line with standard
safety procedures, AirIndia said
in a statement.

“Theaircraft landed satelyand
will undergo technical inspection
inline with AirIndia’s safiety stan-
dards” the airine said.

Air India said it was arrang-
ing slternative flights for pas-
EENENTS and providing
assistance, including refresh-
ments, hotel accommodation
and rescheduling options.

The airline did not specify the
nature of the technical issue.
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McKinsey to help

Air India draft
turnaround plan

DEY CHATTERIEE
Humbai, May 28

THE BOARD OF TataSonswas
brlefed on Alr Tndia’s twrn-
amund plans on May 26, with
Leuprits I'r|.|||:|HJu|.|a|cu:u.m.hlug
firm Mrl{mu-y K t‘nrnrln:n.'p,
aceording to persons amillar
with the meatter

The alriine is underpoing a
wwreping transtormation as o
sonks (o pare logses of T 26, B00
crofe reparted in FYZ6A, The
board was informed that Alr
Indliamay continue (o remaln
loss-making over the next
theee years, with the lrancon
fict, elovated fud prices, delays
I et renewal and the cabin
retrotit programme weighing
CHY IS

A person mware of thed ewel
optents k] MeKincey s
Assisting theTata Gr oifram {11
mimprivingoparational mpa
bilithes and reducing losses
Keary fouryearsafterits acqui
sitian in 2022 under the gov
crmment’s privadsation pro
pramme, 4 sustained tum

RECOVERY
ROUTE

B Alr india may remain
loss making over the next
three years, Tata Sons
board has been rlhrmui

.llfincnﬂﬂct dwntad
fuel prices, d-laysun flest
renewal and cabin retrofit

around bas emained elusie,
underlining the peed For exter -
I:I-.I.|Eh'|]l:".| e |l pre oo ackded
McKinscy declined to com

ment o the mandate swhil=an
emall senttoTata Sons and Air
Ieilia did not elick a response

Continued on Page 10

McKinsey to
help Air India

THE AIRLINE IS planning to
unlock new revenue opportu-
nitiesand improve operational
efficiencies while strengthen-
ing customer support,enhanc-
ing business planning and
minimising disruptions.Italso
plans to scale productivity
across the organisation by
reducing manual work and
deploying reusable Al agents
across functions, according to
the turnaround plan. The ini-
tiative includes building a
high-performance  digital
team in India to drive the
transformation.

The briefing to the Tata
Sons board assumes signifi-
cance astheairline is expected
to require additional capital
support from its shareholders.
Apart from the Tata Group,
Singapore Airlines holds a
25.1% stake in the airline,

Apart from rising fuel
prices, Air India’s operations
remain exposed to fluctua-
tions in foreign exchange
rates, as lease rentals and
maintenance expenses —
which account for 20-25% of
operating costs —are denomi-
nated in US dollars. The airline
partly offsets this through
international foreign-cur-
rency revenue,which actsasa
natural hedge, along with a
currency hedging programme
introduced in 2024.

As Air India scales back
parts of its international and
domestic operations from
June,itis expected to generate
lowerforex revenue in thecur-
rent fiscal year,the source said.

TheTata Group has already
committed billions of dollars
towards reviving Air India
through aircraft purchases,
fleet refurbishment, technol-
ogy upgrades and the expan-
sion of international opera-
tions. Theairline currently has
around 600 aircraft on order,
including 30 Boeing 737 MAX
aircraft ordered in January
2026. It has also reduced the
averageage of employees from
54 years to 36 years and is
planningto recruita new chief
executive officer for the next
phase of the transformation.
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AIR INDIA AGAIN
EXTENDS ISRAEL
FLIGHT PAUSE

AMD

CONTINUED
sl GEOPOL
& | mcaL

uncertainties

mWest Asia,
Air Inclia onThursclay said
it is extending its suspen-
sion of operations on the
Tel Aviv-Delhi route till July
end. Earfier this manth, it
had announced suspen
sion till June end butwith
no clarity on the prevailing
gtuation in the region.
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IndiGotocutdomesticflight
capacitybyupto7percent
amid demandadjustments

AGENCIES
New Delhi, 27 May

IndiGo is set to reduce its
domestic flight capacity by
5-7 per cent between June
and August 2026, becoming
the second major Indian carrier
after Air India to scale back
operations amid rising cost
pressures and softer
post-summer travel demand.

The airline has also already
reduced its international
capacity by nearly 17 per cent
as part of temporary schedule
adjustments.

The move comes shortly
after Air India announced a
22 per cent reduction in
domestic flight operations
during June and July.

Industry observers said the
sharp rise in aviation fuel
prices has been one of the

key factors impacting airline
operations.

Jet fuel accounts for nearly
aquarterof anairline’s operating
expenses, making carriers
highly sensitive to fluctuations
in crude oil prices.

The ongoing Iran conflict
has added further uncertainty
to global energy markets,
pushing crude oil prices
significantly higher in recent
months.

Since India imports a large
portion of its crude oil
requirements, domesticairlines
have been particulary vulnerable
tonsing ATF costs. A weakening
rupee has also increased the
cost burden [or carriers.

At the same time, airlines
typically witness softer passenger
demand after the peak summer
vacation season, when school
holiday travel tapers off.
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Al flight
returns
after snag

W NEW DELHI: An Air India
flight bound for San Fran
cisco returned to New
Delhi on Wednesday after
developing a technical
snag mid-air, accord-
ing to the airline and
fMlight-tracking data. The
aireraft, carrying around
230 passengers, had been
airborne for more than
eight hours and was
flving through Chinese
airspace before diverting
back towards Delhl. The
alreraft landed safely and
will undergo inspection,
the airline said. rm
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Airlines trim
domestic fllghts

OLUR BUREAU

New Delhi: Air India and Indi-
Go, India's two largest airlines,
have sharply cut their planned
domestic flights from June 1,
sources familiar with the mat-
ter said, as the industry grap-
ples with a rise in jet fuel costs
in the wake of the Iran war.

Air India has cut 22 per
cent of its planned domestic
flights, while IndiGo has cut
around 7-10 per cent, the sourc-
es said, marking a significant
pullback by the two carriers
that together control around
90 per cent of India’s domestic
air passenger market.

After reducing interna-
tional flights, Air India has
decided to scale down its local
operations from June 1 for a
period of three months.

Sources said IndiGo's
scale-down Is part of a capaci-
ty adjustment amid an expect-
ed dip in travel demand during
the July-September guarter,
but denied any connection to
the hike in aviation turbine
fuel charges,

“In continuation of our
previously announced adjust-
ments to select international
services between June and
August 2026, we have tempo-
rarily rationalised operations

SCALED DOWN

on certain domestic routes
during the same period, with
a reduction in frequencies on
select routes,” an Air India
spokesperson said.

These adjustments are
driven by the sustained impact
of high fuel prices on overall
operations, the airline said, as-
suring that it will keep review-
ing passenger demand and op-
erating conditions closely, with
a view to restoring frequencies
as conditions stabilise.

Travellers impacted by
the revised schedule will be
offered assistance, including
alternative flight options, com-
plimentary date changes or
full refunds, as applicable,

The Iran war-driven surge
in jet fuel prices has blindsided
the aviation industry. Fuel can
account for up to 40 per cent of
airlines’ operating expenses,
forcing them to raise fares and
cut unprofitable flights.
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Al, Al Exp, IndiGo to slash
250 domestic ﬂlghts a day

Fares To Soar
Amid Curtailed
Summer Ops

Times News NETwoORK

New Delhi: Air travellers
should brace for higher do-
mestic fares and fewer
flights this summer.

Alr India, Al Express
and IndiGo will together re-
move about 250 domestic
flights per day from June to
Aug as operating costs spi-
ral on rising jet fuel prices
and a weakening rupee
amid slowing demand.

Airlines say discretiona-
ry travel is among the first
items to be curtailed when
householders and business
units try to make ends meet
when everything costs more.

After suspending 145 we-
ekly international flights,
loss-making Air India will
nowslash itsdomesticflights
by about 22% this summer
due torising jet fuel prices.

The airline reported a

WINGS CLIPPED

loss of about Rs 25,000 crore
last fiscal and is pulling out
all stops to cut costs ata time
when operating expenditure
has soared. Al operates aro-
und 4,400 weekly flights. Of
them, about 3,600 are domes-
tic and 800 international. Ro-
ughly 800 weekly domestic
flights may be cut now.

IndiGo is also temporari-
ly suspending 7-10% of itsdo-
mestic flights this summer
but says there are seasonal
cuts, and not partof any cost-
cutting. The airline operates
about 2,200 flights daily.

An AT spokesperson said:
“In continuation of our., ad-
justments to select interna-

tional services between June
and Aug 2026, we have tempo-
rarily rationalised opera-
tions on certain domestic ro-
utes during the same period,
with a reduction in frequen-
cies on select routes. These
adjustments are driven by
the sustained impact of high
fuel prices on operations.”

“Air India will continue
tomonitor demand and ope-
rating conditions closely,
with a view to restoring fre-
quencies as conditions sta-
bilise. Passengers impacted
by these changes will be pro-
actively assisted with re-ac-
commodation on alternati-
ve [lights, complimentary
date changes, or full re-
funds, as applicable,” the
spokesperson said.

Earlier this month, AI
had decided to suspend an
additional 145 weekly flights
between June and Aug. The-
senew cuts, on top of almost
100 daily flights being su-
spended, will mean even hig-
her fares on the truncated
supply this summer as big
Gulf carriers are also opera-
ting at reduced capacity
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