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Airports & other ‘high-value’
targets on terror radar: Intel

Army, police personnel on leave warned to stay vigilant

VINEETA PANDEY and
RAKESH K. SINGH
NEW DELHI, APRIL 28

As the spectre of geopolit-
ical churn looms over the
South Asian region, the
Pakistani Deep State has
sought to step up its low-
intensity conflict in
Jammu and Kashmir by
diversifying the variety of
hits in the Kashmir
Valley.

Inputs from the intelli-
gence agencies suggest
Pakistan-backed terrorist
groups have set their eyes
on high-value targets in
Jammu and Kashmir,
including vital installa-
tions like airports as well
as “soft targets” like police,
paramilitary and armed
forces personnel on leave,

Besides vital installa-

PM to avoid war
New Delhl: Amid tense
situation along the Indo-
Pak borders, news
reports from Pakistan
claimed that former
Pakistan Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif has advised
his brother and the
incumbent PM Shehbaz
Sharif to use diplomatic
means to defuse the ten-

sion and avoid going to
war. PAGE 3

tions, the terror proxies of
Pakistan Army-ISI com-
bine are seeking to exploit
the communal fault lines
after the agencies cracked
down on the LashKar-e-
Tayvaba terrorists and
razed down at least nine

houses of the local terror
sympathisers.

Amid inputs on the tar-
geting of policemen and
other uniformed person-
nel, intelligence advi-
sories have warned that
planning and reconnais-
sance activities are under
way by the terrorists. All
police personnel on duty
are advised to stay in the
premises of the Special
Operations Group when
off duty. Those in charge
of police teams should
actively advise their per-
sonnel not to stay at home
for a while and make
alternate arrangements.
They have also been
asked to take the alert
seriously. The security of
special police officers has
also been taken care of by
® Tum to Page 4
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B Continued from Page 1

police stations and they should stay at camps and
should not be put on rotation duty for a fow
weeks, After the April 22 attack at Pahalgam’s
Baisaran meadow, in which 26 tourists were
gunned down by terrorists, security at Srinagar
and Jammu airports have been upgraded. and
the security grid in the hinterland has been
helghtened.

Sources sald there are specific inputs that ter
rorists, most likely belonging to Jaish-e-
Mohammad, Hizb-ul Mujshideen or the Kashmir
Tigers, may target high-value targets with impro-
vised explosive devices and drones, The agencies
have also Nagged the possibility of vehicle-borne
IEDs being used to target such installations, The
terror groups earlier used such a tactic in the
2019 Pulwama attack, where 20 CRPF personnel
were Killed.

Knocked-down parts of military-grade drones
are suspected to have been smuggled into the
Valley for planned attacks, sources said, adding
the state security apparatus was alerted to secure
all vital nssets like military bases and camps,
doms, electricity installations and All India
Radio and Doordarshan facilities,

The intelligence agencies have also alerted the
local police as well as paramilitary and Army
personnel, both serving and retired, not to visit
their native places, particularly those which are
in terrorism-affected arens. The alert came after
credible inputs that the terrorists may try to
,iitrilw at “soft tnrgets” like uniformed men on
LEH | Y L

Local station house officers have been told to
alert retired police officials to stay vigilant, All
district police offices were alerted to thwart any
possible attacks on such personnal.

The inputs on police, paramilitary and Army
personnel came soon after an audio message was
roleased by a self-styied terror commander,
Ahmed Salaar, to target the forces’ personnel.
The audio clip has warned of reprisals for demol:
ishing the houses of Lashkar-e-Tayyaba jihadis.

Meanwhile, “area domination” and “cordon
and search operations™ have been intensified to
track down the terrorists involved in the
Pahalgam hits,
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W Asian airlines protest Mumbai
airport’s ‘unilateral’ plan to cut slots

—
Aneesh Phadnis
Mumibai

Mumbai International Air-
port Ltd and West Asian car-
riers are at odds over a pro-
posed cut in flight schedules
for the winter schedule.

MIAL informed West
Asian airlines about the cut
in slots last week. While this
is aimed to push traffic to
Navi Mumbai, it has sparked
off protests. The airlines
have called MIAL's action
unilateral and unfair in a
complaint to the Civil Avi-
ation Ministry.

Mumbai  airport, the
second busiest in the coun-
try, sees around 121 daily
flights to/from West Asia. In-
dian carriers have over 60
per cent capacity from Mum-
bai measured by number of
flights.

Fifteen West Asian air-
lines operate 44 flights daily
to/from Mumbai. Emirates
leads with ten flights (two
way), followed by Etihad Air-
ways (eight).

‘BIASED MOVE’
In a complaint to the Min-
istry, the Airline Operators
Committee (AOC) said no
meeting or dialogue was held
with airlines before issuing a
letter on slot reduction.

The AOC comprises both

Indian and foreign carriers
operating at Mumbai.

“Such a significant opera-
tional decision, which dir-
ectly impacts airlines sched-

ules, connectivity, and
passenger experience, can-
not and must not be imposed
without stakeholder engage-
ment. The total absence of
discussion reflects a serious
breach of process, transpar-
ency, and good governance,”
wrote Victor Denis Dsouza,
Chairman, AOC-Mumbai, in
his letter. “Moreover, the
proposal reveals clear bias
and unfairness, with certain
airlines disproportionately
impacted, while others ap-
pear to be shielded.

“This selective and dis-
criminatory treatment is en-
tirely contrary to the prin-
ciples of equity and
non-discrimination that
must govern slot allocations
and airport operations,”
Dsouza added.

MIAL, Emirates, Etihad
Airways and Qatar Airways
did not respond to queries by

press time.
“It will not be viable to
split operations between

Mumbai and Navi Mumbai
airports. For an international
airline it doesn’t make sense.
We also get a lot of connect-
ing traffic at Mumbai and will
miss on those if forced to
shift operations,” said a
senior airline executive.

MOVE TO NAVI MUMBAI
The planned reduction in
slots is the second such move
to pressure airlines to move
to Navi Mumbai.

On April 21, MIAL asked
airlines to suspend freighter
operations from August 16
citing construction of new
taxiways for the secondary
runway.

A day later, Navi Mumbai
airport wrote to airlines ask-
ing them to take the first
mover advantage by shifting
operations there. While the
Navi Mumbai airport lists
several facilities that makes
it an ideal hub for freighters,
airlines are resisting the
forced suspension of flights
at Mumbai.

Navi Mumbai airportis set
for inauguration in June. It
will handle 20 million pas-
sengers and 0.8 million
tonnes of cargo in Phase 1.
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T'puramairport
receives hoax
bomb threat

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
PTI: Thiruvananthapuram
International Airport re-
ceived a hoax bomb threat
via email early Sunday.

The email was received
in the official email ID of the
airportmanager, police said.

“As soon as the informa-
tion wasreceived, Kerala po-
liceand CISF personnel con-
ducted a thorough check at
the airport, but found noth-
ing suspicious. The bomb
threat was confirmed to be
a hoax,” a police officer said.
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34K fly from Nashlk Airport in March

Prashant Nikale
NASHIK

IndiGo Airlines' flight service

s

Nashik's air services are

from Ozar Airport in Nashik is receiving a good
receiving a good response response, and the

from passengers, with as many number of passengers
as 34,349 passengers ravelling is continuously

in March alone. Last wvear, increasing compared to
22,269 passengers travelled last year. This is
through the airport in March. definitely a good thing
This year, passenger volume for Nashik and will help

has increased by 54.2%.

In2023-24, 242,372 passen-
gers travelled from Nashik
Airport. In 202425 341112
passengers travelled, showing
an increase of 40.7%.

From Ozar Airport, IndiGo
providesservices to cities such
as New Delhi, Hvderabad,
Bengaluru, Ahmedabad, In-
dore, and Goa. Although the

Representative image

- —

received a good response
from passengers. Nashik is
currently also doing well inair
traffic due to connecting
flights to 38 international
cities,

The cargo service ruming

Nashik's air transport
services become more
dynamic.

—Manish Rawal

Chairman, Aviation
Committee, NIMA, Nashik

been transported through
cargp. This includes 136MT of
domestic cargo and 649MT of
international cargo. In March

service was suspended for  from Ozar Afrport isalso get- 2024, 188MT of cargo was
some time due tothe ongoing  tingagood response. In March  transported  internationally
waork at Nagpur Airport, ithas  alone, 862MT of goods have  through cargo.
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200+ flights delayed as
winds, runway closure

hit ops at IGI Airport

HT Correspondent
htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: More than 200
flights were delayed at Delhi's
Indira Gandhi International (IGI)
Airport on Monday due to the
continuing impact of the closure
of the fourth runway and easterly
winds. Flight tracking website
Flightradar24 said the average
delay time was 30 minutes, but
airport officials said no flights
were diverted to nearby airports.

While the fourth runway is
expected to open in the first week
of May, easterly winds are fore-
cast to prevail over Delhi till May
4, according to India Meteorolog-
ical Department (IMD),

“Air traffic flow management
measures for flight arrivals will
be implemented from 2.30 pm to
6.30 pm today by ATC (air traffic
control) authorities to ensure

safe operations, in accordance
with international and regula-
tory protocols, keeping passen-
ger safety as the highest priority,”
the Delhi airport said on X.
When easterly winds blow,
departures happen from two
runways (09 and I1leftor IIL) and
arrival only on one (11 right or
11R) because of the orientation of
the runways, The fourth runway,
2810, has been shut since April 8
to upgrade the instrument land-
ing system (ILS). With three run-
ways left and the wind direction
predominantly staying easterly,
the quantum of flights being able
to land and take-off has dropped
from 42 per hour to 32 per hour:
an average of 10 flights delayed
every hour. “So, when winds are
easterly and with the fourth run-
way shut, an average of 240
flights are being delayed margin-
ally,” said an airport official.
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784 fined at airport
for parking offence

Karn Pratap Singh

htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Traffic
Police on Monday said they
penalised owners of 784 private
and commercial vehicles,
including taxis and autorick-
shaws that were improperly
parked around Terminal 1 of the
Delhi airport.

The drive was carried out as
partof the traffic police’s efforts
to tackle traffic congestion on
arterial stretches caused due to
illegally parked vehicles, addi-
tional commissioner of police
(traffic zone-2) Dinesh Kumar
Gupta said.

He said that the Indira Gan-
dhi International (IGI) Airport

is one of the busiest airports in
India and during a recent visit,
DCP (New Delhi traffic) Rajiv
Rawal found heavy traffic con-
gestion due to illegally parked
vehicles. Gupta said the road
had narrowed because of the
unauthorised parking and com-
muters were not getting space
to board and deboard vehicles.

“Accordingly, a special drive
was carried out by the traffic
personnel at and around Termi-
nal-I and during the drive
appropriate legal action was
taken against the violators/
offenders. A total of 784 chal-
lans were issued. The area was
made congestion free. The drive
would be conducted on a regu-
lar basis,” said Gupta.
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CISF deploys at Lengpui
Alrport, expands to Mlzoram

In a landmark move towards security of Lengpui Airport, Mi-
cnhancing aviation sccurity in zoram's lone domestic airport.
India's Northeastern region, the A formal ceremony was held on
Central Industrial Security Force  April 24 ai the airport, marking
(CISF) officially took over the  this significant development
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Airport, rail
station in
Kerala get
bomb threats

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

A fresh wave of hoax bomb
threats continued to keep
police on tenterhooks after
Thiruvananthapuram In-
ternational Airport and
Thiruvananthapuram Cen-
tral Railway Station re-
ceived anonymous warn-
ings on Sunday.

The police and CISF
launched  anti-sabotage
checks and confirmed that
there was no threat to pu-
blic safety. Train services
continued without disrup-
tion. Officials have sought
assistance from Microsoft

to trace email account
linked to the threats.
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780 challans
issuedindrive
against illegal
parking at
Delhi airport

MNew Delld; The Delhi
Traffic Police has con-
ducted a massive drive
FEainst improper parking
near Il Ainport's Tenminal
1, an official sad on
Monday. The operaton re-
sulted inthe issuance of
784 challans against viola-
tors under relevant sec-
thons of the L, Termimal
L one of the busiest sec

tions of the IG1 Airpart,
witnesses heavy footfall
daily, wit h thousands of
passengers commuting
for domestic and inter ma-
tionial fights. The highval-
e of traffic often leads
10 SETHRIS CONgeSHon, pir-
ticularly caused by illegal
parking by private taxis,
cabs, mitonckshaws and
privatevehcles itread PTI
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Traffic at Srinagar airport
down by over 50 per cent

MOHIT KANDHARI B Jammu

of 26 tourists in Baisaran meadow of

Pahalgam on April 22, the passenger
traffic by air has dropped to roughly 50
per cent at the Srinagar airport.

According to the data shared by the
Srinagar airport authorities on their offi-
cial page on X, 4619 passengers landed
in Srjnag:u' via 53 flights on April 26, and
on J' 28 passengers arrived there in three

tional flights”

Compared to this, over 53000 passen-
gers headed back (between April 22-26)
after the attack, which killed 26 tourists
and left 17 others wounded.

Before the Pahalgam massacre,
Srinagar airport witnessed an average
arrival of 8600 to 9200 passengers
between April 17 to April 22. In contrast,
4456 passengers landed in Srinagar on
April 24, 4240 on April 25, and 4619 on
April 26.

The day the terror attack took place,
9235 passengers arrived in Srinagar,

In the aftermath of the horrific killing

9640 on April 21, and 8194 on April 19.

Amid escalating tensions between
India and Pakistan, the tourist footfall has
drastically gone down, and the main
tourist hot spots in the valley present a
deserted look.

Compared to Pahalgam, tourist places
like Gulmarg, Sonamarg, and Srinagar are
still recording tourist footfall, but
Pahalgam is still waiting for the tourists
to return.

On Sunday, famous actor Atul Kulkarni
landed in Jammu and Kashmir with an
appeal to fellow citizens to visit the
Himalayan region in huge numbers.

Kulkarni reached Srinagar on Sunday
early morning and drove straight to
Pahalgam.

“The terror attack was intended to tell
tourists not to come to Kashmir. If we
cancel our plans to travel to Kashmir, we
are in a way allowing the intentions of the
terrorists to succeed,” the actor said.

On Sunday morning, Kulkarni posted
photographs of a virtually empty
Mumbai-Srinagar flight.

“The crew said these flights were full.
We need to fill them again (sic)” he wrote
in a post on X, with hashtags such as
‘Chalo Kashmir, *Defeat Terror) ‘Feet in
Kashmir.

The tour managers in the valley have
received several requests to cancel the
scheduled visits in the absence of any
advisory to tourists suggesﬂns, whether
it is safe to travel to Jammu and Kashmir
under the prevailing circumstances.

Both the United States and the United
Kingdom have issued a similar advisory,
asking its citizens not to travel within 10
km of India and Pakistan’s border areas
due to rising tensions between the two
neighbours.

These countries have advised their cit-
izens against all travel to the region of
Jammu and Kashmir (including
Pahalgam, Gulmargl Sonamarg, the city
of Srinagar and the Jammu- Srmagar
national highway) except for travel by air
to and from the city of Jammu, travel
within the city of Jammu, travel within the
Union Territory of Ladakh.”
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Over 200 flights delayed
at IGI due to closure of
runway, easterly winds

Tinmes News MeTwoRk

New Delhi: The closure of the fo-
urth runway and a change in
wind directlon to easterly contl-
nue to Impact flight operations at
Indira Gandhi International
Afrport. Over 200flights were de-
layed on Monday, with an avera-
gedelay of A minutes, according
to FlightRador24, However, ofll-
rials said no flight was diverted
due oy these reasons. The sibua-
tiom is likely to persist until May £,

Since runway 28:10 was clo-
sed on April 8 for instrument
landing system upgradation, ta-
keofts amd landings at the air
port are being affected when the
wind direction changes from
westerly to easterly The flight
dielays are causing severe lneon-
VEnienee 1o assengers

Before bomrding his  flight
from Bengaluru to Delhi. a pas-
senger, Pratham, wrote on X on
Monday that it Iooks like hewill be
avictim of a potential delmy inlan-
ding at IGLA. “My flight is already
dlelayed by 45 mbmites al departis-
re,” hewrnte, Hisflight landed aro-
ured 6 pm after a deday of one hous

Delhi Afrport wrote on X on
Monday that due to the shifting
wind pattern in the vicinity of the
alrport, certain aidine opera-
tions may experience delays. “Air
traffic fow MANASEITENE MeRs-
res for flight arrivals will be imp-
lemetted from 2.50 pm to 6,50 prm
today by ATC authorities to ensu-
re safe operations, in accordance
with international and regulato-
ry protocols, keeping passenger

Since runway 28/10 was
closed on April 8 for
instrument landing system
upgradation, takeoffs and
landings at the airport are
being affected when the
wind direction changes
from westerly to easterly

safiety as the highest priorite” sa-
id Delhi Airport. It asked passeng-
ers to sty in touch with thedr re-
spective airlines for the latest up-
dates on Might schedules,

When easterly winds hlow, de-
partures happen from two runwa-
v (8 and 11 beft or HL)and arrival
only on one (1 right or 1R becan
seof theorientation of the runwa-
va “However, when westerly
wiinds blow, runway 27 can be used
inmixed mode to handle botih ari-
vals and departires while ronway
ML and 241 areused for only arri-
valsand departures respectively
an official explained earlier.

Tha fourth funway 18 expec-
ted to beoperational again in the
first week of May "Since the run-
way was closed for upgradation,
the area near the runway was
fug up. However, efforts are be-
ing taken tomake it operational.
After the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation gives approval,
the runway will be made opera-
tional,” said an alrportofficial.

However, it will be shut
down again around June 15 for
upgradationafter the peak sum-
mer rush iz over
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Flight tyres burst
on runway
at city airport

Chennai: Rear tyres burst
after a flight to Mumbai was
ready to take off from Chen-
naiairporton Saturday eve-
ning. Around 158 passen-
gers were on board the
fight.

The Corendon flight op-
erated by Indigo was sched-
uled to take off at 4.40pm,
but due to the tyre burst, the
flight had to return to the
bay and passengers were de-
boarded. The tyre was re-
placed before the flight was
rescheduled to6.15pm. How-
ever, the flight finally took
off at&.50pm.

The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation {(DGCA)
has been intimated of the
incident,

On March 30, a Spicedet
flight made an emergency
landing in Chennai as the
tread on one of the tyres
came off when the flight
took off from Jaipur.
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Spain, Portugal hit
by massive power
outage; flights hit

—
Reuters
Madrid/Lisbon

Spain and Portugal were hit
by awidespread power black-
out on Monday that para-
lysed public transport,
caused massive traffic jams
and delayed airline flights,
and utility operators were
scrambling to restore the
grid.

Authorities were unable to
explain the cause of the out-
age at least an hour after it
occurred, though a possible
cyber attack has not been
ruled out and investigations
were ongoing, officials said.

The Spanish and Por-
tuguese governments con-
vened emergency cabinet
meetings after the outage,
which also briefly affected
parts of France bordering
north-eastern Spain.

Portugal’s utility REN
confirmed a cut in electricity
across the Iberian Peninsula
that also affected parts of
France, while Spanish grid
operator Red Electrica said it
was working with regional
energy companies to restore
power.

Play at the Madrid Open
tennis tournament was sus-
pended. There were traffic
jams at Madrid city centre as
traffic lights stopped work-
ing, Cader Ser Radio station
reported.
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Govt seeks airlines’ feedback
on Pakistan closing airspace

CIRCUITOUS ROUTE. Flights have to reroute, extend travel time and add stopovers

—
Rohit Vaid
New Delhi

The Centre has sought do-
mestic airlines’ feedback on
the impact of Pakistan clos-
ing its airspace.

Besides, the Ministry of
Civil Aviation (MoCA) has
sought details on airlines’
plans to mitigate the impact
and not hamper passenger
comfort or movement in any
way.

The Pakistan air corridor
is vital for Indian airlines, es-
pecially for west-bound
flights from northern cities
like Delhi to Europe, the
Middle East, Central Asia,
and even the US.

The closure has forced air-
lines to reroute, thereby ex-
tending travel time and ne-
cessitating technical
stopovers.

DICUSSIONS ON

Speaking on the sidelines of
an industry event here,
Union Civil Aviation Minis-
ter Ram Mohan Naidu said
that MoCA has held the first

We are assessing how
the impact is going to
be, and with feedback
from the airlines, see

what the government
can do about it

RAM MOHAN NAIDU

Civil Aviation Minister

round of deliberations with
the airline industry and now
awaits further feedback from
them.

“We did one round of dis-
cussion, we are trying to take
their feedback and our whole
interest is that whatever de-
cision (to mitigate impact of
Pakistan’s decision to close
airspace) has been taken
shouldn’t affect passengers,”
Minister Naidu said adding
that more deliberations will
be held with airlines to tackle
the issue.

“We are assessing how the
impact is going to be and
then with the feedback from

the airlines see what the gov-
ernment can do about it,” the
minister said.

Besides, Minister Naidu
has asked airlines to work
outa “more thorough assess-
ment” of the impact, if the
airspace closure continues
for six months or one year
and identify the routes that
are going to be affected.

‘FULL UNDERSTANDING’
“We need to have a thorough
understanding on all of this
before we decide on what to
do,” he said.

“No matter any decision
that you take in aviation vou

can’tignore safety so that be-
comes the utmost priority
even if it takes little longer
you have to find a safer route
so we are still looking out for
options.”

PASSENGER FACILITY
Last week, the Centre in-
structed airlines to bolster
passenger “amenities as well
as handling protocols” with
immediate effect to shield
fiyers from the fallout of the
airspace closure.

A Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) dir-
ective instructed airlines to
communicate transparently
with  passengers  about
altered flight paths, potential
delays, and unplanned halts.

The regulator ~ has
also called for enhanced in-
flight services.

Airlines are required to re-
vise catering based on the ac-
tual block time, ensuring ad-
equate stock of food,
hydration, and special meal
availability throughout the
duration flight, including any
technical stopovers, said
the DGCA directive.
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Pak airspace closure:
Govt working with
airlines for solutions

PRESSTRUSTOF INDIA
New Delhi, April 28

THEGOVERNMENT IS assess-
ingthe situationarisingoutof
the Pakistan airspace closure
and anydecision will be taken
only after a thorough under-
standing, civil aviation minis-
ter KRammohan Naidu saidon
Monday ashe emphasised that
the government is working
with airlines for solutions.

Aspects related to airlines
aswell as passengers,including
possible increase in airfares
due to higher operational
costs,against the backdrop of
theairspaceclosurewill also be
assessed by the civil aviation
ministry.

Amid escalating tensions
between India and Pakistanin
the wake of the Pahalgam ter-
rorattackthat killed atleast 26
people, Pakistan last week
barred Indian airlines from
using its airspace.

“We are assessing the situ-
ation...and working with air-
lines,” the ministersaid.

The closure of the airspace
is resulting in longer flying
hours for their international
flights, especially those flying
out from north Indian cities,
and pushing up the opera-
tional costs of airlines.

The minister said he has
asked airlines to work out the
possibilities and assessment in
case the airspace closure fora
longer time.

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

READ TO LEAD

K RAMMOHAN NAIDU,
CIVIL AVIATION MINISTER

We need to have
a thorough
understanding
(of the situation)
before taking
any decision

.'-.\1‘.‘ .H.
- Ay

"We need to have a thor-
ough understanding (of the
situation) before taking any
decision,”he said inresponse to
questions related to the air-
space closure.

Onwhether there are any
tentative plans to issue any
guidance with respect to air-
fares for international flights
in the wake of the airspace
curbs, Naidu indicated that all
aspectswill be looked at.

“Anything that is going to
be impacted (due to airspace
closure),will be looked into and
if fares get impacted in a big
way, then definitely, the min-
istry will look at it.”

"We are assessing the situ-
ation...and working with air-
lines,"the minister said.

Tue, 29 Hprli 2025
https://epaper.finan
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SIATO ENHANCE
INDIAN MEALS ON
BOARD FROM MAY1

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Singapore Airlines
(SIA) has announced an
enhanced in-flight dining expe-
rience for its Suites, First Class,
and Business Class customers
on flights between India and
Singapore, effective May 1. The
revamped ‘thalis’ have been
developed in collaboration with
chef Sanjeev Kapoor.

The upgrade aims to bring a
richer taste of India to the skies
with refined elegance and vari-
ety. Yeoh Phee Teik, senior vice
president Customer Experience,
Singapore Airlines, said, “India
is a key market for Singapore
Airlines. Our refreshed Shahi
Thali and Ruchi Thali demon-
strate our commitment to ele-
vate the in-flight dining experi-
ence and delight our custom-
ers.” chef Sanjeev Kapoor said
that the enhanced menus incor-
porate seasonal ingredients,
offering balanced meals with a
comforting Indian touch that
taste just as delicious at 35,000
feet as they do on the ground.
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PATNA: THREE
FLIGHTS DIVERTED,
5 DELAYED DUE
TO BAD WEATHER

Ruchir Kumar
ruchirkumar@hindustantimes.com

PATMNA: As many as three
flights coming to Patna were
diverted to Varanasi while five
others were delayed due to bad
weather and poor visibility on
Sunday, said airport officials.

An Air India Airbus 320 (Al
407) and IndiGo's (BE 2425)
flight from Delhi, which were
scheduled to reach Patna at
3.10pm and 5.45pm, respec-
tively, were diverted to Varanasi
due to bad weather at Patna.

IndiGo flight (6E 6917) from
Kolkata, which was scheduled
to reach Patna at 3.20pm, was
also diverted to Varanasi.

Spicelet’s (SG-3445) from
Guwahati, which was sched-
uled to reach Patna at 12.10pm
was expected to reach at
8.21pm. IndiGo's flight from
Ranchi (6E-925) was also
delayed by 54 minutes. Air
India’s (Al 2633) flight from
Delhi was delayed by 45 min-
utes when it landed in Patna at
10.45am. IndiGo's Delhi-Patna
flight (6E-2373) and IndiGo's
(6E-6902) from Lucknow were
also delayed by 21 minutes and
19 minutes, respectively.

Some parts of Patna, East
Champaran, Nalanda and
Begusarai districts experienced
severe thunderstorms and
lightning, hailstorm with rain
and gusty wind up to 50-60 km/
hour on Sunday.

Patma’s maximum tempera-
ture, which was recorded at 43
degree Celsius on Saturday,
dropped to 36.5 degree Celsius
on Sunday. Dehri-on-Sone,
which experienced heat wave,
recorded the day’s highest tem-
perature in the state at 41.8
degree Celsius.
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PAKISTAN AIRSPACE CLOSURE

Govt working with
airlines to assess extent
of impact, find solutions

SUKALPSHARMA
MEW DELHI, APRIL 28

THE GOVERNMENT is working
with Indianaidinesto getabetter
assessment of the impact of
Pakistani airspace closure, andto
work out the best possible solu-
tions for the passengers and car-
fers, Civl Aviation Minister K Ram
Mohan Naidu said Monday.
Accordingto Naidu,options onal-
ter native routes will also be dis-
cussed in arriving at potential so-
lutions, and the government's
priority is to try and see that the
airspace closure does not ad-
verselyimpactthe average Indian
passenger too much,

“The very next day (after
Pakistan closed its airspace to
Indian carriers ), we sat with the
airlines. We got all the initial feed-
back, butl told them to work out
more thoroughly what the assess-
ment is going to be if this contin-
ues for six months or one year,
what routes are going to be af-
fected, and how the difference is
gning to be in future betweenthe
Indian carviers and the foreign car-
riers. We need to have athorough
understanding onallof this before
we decide,” the minister told re-
porters. With Pakistan closing its
airspace to Indian airlines from
April 24 evening, over B00 inter-
national flights a week operated
by Indian carriers are likely to be
impacted by longerdurations, in-
creased fuel burn,and a few other
complexities related to crew and
flight scheduling, shows ananaly-
sis of airlines’ schedule data. All
these flights were routinely over-
flying Pakistan on their way to var-
ious destinations to the west of
India. The initial impactisalready
visiblewith Indian airdines' flights
fromNorth India to'West Asia, the
Caucasus, Europe, the UK, and
Morth America's eastern region
switching from their routine
paths to longer routes,

Rlight tracking data shows that
someof Airlndia’s ultra-long-haul
flights to and from NorthAmenca
are now taking technical halts—
planned stops for refueling or
crew change—at European air-
ports, breaking the journey of the
otherwise non-stop flights. The
Indiancarriersare working to ad-

STheIndianEXPRESS

File

justtheirschedulesto factorinthe
ban from Pakistani airspace.
IndiGo has already suspended its
flights to Central Asian cities of
Almaty and Tashkent as the clo-
sureof Pakistani airspace renders
these destinations beyond the
range of its aircraft. According to
industry insiders, Indian airines’
costs are bound to rise, which
could translate into higher airfares
for passengers. Additionally, air-
lines fromother countries will get
cost and time advantage over
Indian airlines as the Pakistani air-
space remains open for them.

“TheIndian passengeris going
tobeaffected, especially someone
gning toEuropeorAmerica, long-
haul flights from the northern sec-
tor. So, we'll have o assess how
much impactitis going tocreate,
then we'll try to come up with
some solutions. And for that, we
are gping toclosely work with the
airlines,” Naidu said.

Allmajor Indian aidines oper-
ate international flights to desti-
nations tothe west of the country,
and many of these flights were
moutinely overflying Pakistan. Air
India operates flights toWest Asia,
Europe, the UK, and North
America, while IndiGo operates
flights to West Asia, Turkey, the
Caucasus, and Central Asia. Air
India Express, Akasa Air, and
Spicejet’s west-bound interna-
tional flights are to destinations in
West Asia.

On being asked if there is any
altemative route that flights head-
ingnorthand north-west ofIndia
could take without entering
Pakistan's airspace, the minister
thatthat while there maybesuch

Airspace

closureto

bumpupcosts
@ forcarriers

EXPLAINED

INDIAN AIRLINES' costs
are bound to rise, which
could translateinto higher
airfares. Additionally, air-
lines from other countries
will get cost and imead-
vantageover Indian air-
lines as the Pakistani air-
space remains open for
them.

aflight path going through China,
butit poses its own challenges.

“Technically speaking, they
can go up north and take a route
from the easternside (through
Chinese territory)..But the chal-
lenge there is that it's a high-alti-
tude route. You have togooverthe
Himalayas and thenenterthat re-
gion. 5o again, the technical capa-
bility of the aircraftand the pilots
and the crew, all that comes into
the picture .Anydecisionthat you
take in aviation, you can't ignore
safety. So, that becomes the ut-
most priority, evenifit takes little
longer you have to find a safer
route,” Naidu said.

In response o a question on
whether the government would
beopentoassisting Indianairfines
finandally forany loss they might
incur due to the closure of
Pakistani airspace, the minister
said thathewould not go as faras
talking about any financdal assis-
tance tocarriers atthis stage,

When Pakistan closed its air-
space for over fourmonths in 2019
following the Balakot airstrikesby
the Indian AirForee, Indian airlines
areestimated to have lost around
Rs 700 aore due tohigher fuel ex-
pensesand operational complica-
tions that came with longer routes
and additional stopovers some of
their flights were forced to take,
Air India was the worst affected
Indiancarrier atthe time, asitop-
erated more west-bound interna-
tional flights than other airlines.
Moreover, it was and continues to
be the onlyIndianairline that op-
erates long-haul and ultra-long-
haul flights to Europe and North
America.

Tue, 29 April 2025
https://epaper.indianexpress.com/c/7
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Man held for
bomb hoax
on B’luru
bound flight

Varanasi: Panic
gripped  Varanasi
airport on Saturday
night after a Cana-
diannational aboard
a Bengalwru-bound
IndiGo flight
claimed he was car-
rying a bomb just be-
fore take-off, reports
Rajeev Dikshit. The
aircraft was swiftly
moved to the air
port'sapron fromthe
runway and checked
for several hours by
CISF and bomb dis-
posal sguad (BDS)
before being allowed
to depart on Sunday
morning,

Yohanathan
Nishanth (23), a resi-
dent of Toronto, was
arrested by Phoaol-
pur police, Inspector
Pravin Kumar said
the man appeared to
be under the influen-
ce. Canada high com-
mission has been in-
formed about the in-
cident.

DCP (Gomati
Zone) Akash Patel
said noexplosive ma-
terinl was found in
the aircraft after in-
tensive checking by
BDS and CISF per.
somnel. Preliminary
Inquiry revealed
Nishanth had shift.
ed from his seat
while the aircraft
was moving to the
runway, When cabin
crew instructed him
to return to his seat,
he got agitated and
claimed to have an
explosive in his bag-
gage, besides shout.
ing religious slo-
gans. All the passen-
gers spent the night
in the terminal
building,
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