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Slaughtering exposes T'puram airport to bird hits

ARJUN RAGHUNATH
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
DHNS

Slaughtering activities close
to the Thiruvananthapuram
airport continue to pose bird-
hitthreatstoaircraft operating
fromthere.

In a latest instance, a Ben-
galuru-bound IndiGo flight
had to abort take-off on Mon-
day morning due to a bird hit.

Its 179 passengers were
stranded for13 hoursastheair-
port runway was closed from
9 am to 6 pm owing to runway
recarpeting work.

It was the fourth bird-hit in-
cident at the airport this year.
As many as 13 confirmed bird
hits were reported at the air-
portin 2024, the numberbeing
17in 2023.

The root cause of the bird
hits at the Thiruvananthapu-
ramairportistheunauthorised
slaughtering activities close
to it. Aircraft Rules prohibit
slaughtering or dumping of
garbage within a 10-km radius
of airports, but they are being
blatantly violated.

Despite repeated requests
from the airport, the city cor-
poration hasbeenunabletoact

strictly against the unauthor-
ised slaughtering close to the
airport.

The Airports Authority
of India as well as the Adani
Group, which is now running
theairport, has been undertak-
ing various projects using the
CSR funds to address garbage
issues.

Arrangements have even
been made for regularly col-
lecting slaughter waste for
disposal.

Sources pointed out that a
slight decline in bird-hit cases
over thelast couple of years was
the outcome of such efforts.
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ACTION OVERDUE | Runway Basic Strip Strengthening project was officially
sanctioned to ensure ground’s strength to support aircraft

Concern over Surat Airport’s
runway’s safety among flyers

Melvyn Thomas

SURAT

Surat Airport, one of Gujarat’s
fastest-growing aviation hubs,
is at the center of a brewing
crisis. Frequent fliers and air-
port activists have submitted a
formal representation  to
Union Civil Aviation Minister
Kinjarapu Rammohan Naidu,
demanding urgent action on
the long-overdue Rumway
Basic Strip Strengthening pro-
ject. The delay, despite a work
omder being issued, poses a
serious safety risk to aircraft
operations and threatens com-
pliance with International
Civil Aviation Organisation
(ICAO) standards.

The project was sanctioned
to enhance the smhbility and
strength of the rumway strip,
ensuring that inthe event of an
aircraft veering off the main
runway, the damage is mini-
mized. However, the unjustifi-
able delay in execution has left
Surat Airport vulnerable to
potential accidents and dis-
ruptions in airline operations.

Decade-Long Delay
Raises Safety Concerns
Initially planned during the
2016-17 runway expansion, the
runway strip strengthening

p— "

project was officially sanc-
tioned with a work order

by the Afrports Authority of
India (AAL). Despite this, work
remains incomplete, leaving
the sirport in violation of
ICAO-mandated safety stan-
dards,

A kev requirement of the
project is  achieving a
California Bearing Ratio (CER)
of 15 at & depth of 150mm, a
measure that ensures the
grounds strength to support
aircraft in case ofanaccidental
excursion. Sardar Vallabhbhai
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Institute of

National
Technology (SVNIT) Surat
conducted a study confirming
that seil stabilization is essen-
tial to meet this requirement,
yet no substantial progress has
been made.

A senior AAl official, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity,
warned that delmvs in execu-
tion could increase project
costs by 30% due to escalating
material prices, "Every passing
month makes this project
more expensive and more dif-
ficult to execute. Further
delays will force Right suspen-

sions and operational dis-
ruptions,” he stated.

Aviation Safety at Stake
Industry experts emphasize
that TLIWAY strip
strengthening is a non-negoti-
able safety measure, Without
a reinforced strip, an aircraft
overshooting or veering off
the runway could suffer severe
nose gear damage, leading to
catastrophic consequences for
pasSengers.

“Aviation safety cannot be
compromised. The [ICAQ
mandates strict compliance

with rumway strip stahiliza-
tion, yvet Surat Airport con-
tinues to lag,” said an aviation
safety consultant, Tn case of
an accident, the consequences
will be disastrous, and
accoumtability will be gues-
tioned at the highest levels.”

Activists Demand
Immediate Action

Airport activists argue that the
delay not only puts passengers
at risk but also affects Surat’s
aviation growth and credibil-
ity. "Surat Airport has wit
nessed a tremendous rise in
passenger traffic. However,
infrastructure issues like this
undermine confidence in the
airport’s operations,” said a
frequent fier who partici-
pated in the representation to
the minister.

The representation sub-
mitted tn Minister Kinjarapu
Rammohan Naidu demands
immediate intervention to
push the AAl to complete the
project without further delay
With Surat Airport already
under scrutiny for noncom-
pliance with ICAD-mandated
safety upgrades, activists fear
that failure to act now could
lead to regulatory conse-
quences and potential flight
SUSPENSIONS,
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Odisha govt moves AAI to
participate in bidding for
Puri airport construction

HEMANT KUMAR ROUT & 8 futarsowar

IN a significant development.
the Ddisha government has de
cided to approach the Airporis
Authority of IndiaiA Al topar
ticipate In the bldding process
for construction of the Shree
Jagannath International
Ajrport ot Purl

Sources sald, a high-level del
egation of officials comprising
chief speeretary Manoj Ahuja
and principal secretary of
Commerce and Transport de-
partment Usha Padhee met of
Micials of the Minkstry of Civil
Aviation last week and dis-
cussed the proposed alrports in
the state including Puri.

“The Transport depar tment
will coordinate with the Al
for their partl eipatlon inthe e
hidding, The state govermment
will explore further action
der the public-private partner
ship (PPP) model, if required,
based on AAl's response.” a
senbor official conflrmed

The Industirial Infrastrue-
mre Development Corparation
{1deo) had nitlally foated ten
ders in February 2024 for the
first phase construction at a
cost of T2.200 crove.

While several private play-
ers, including Fairfax, Adani.
and GMR Group, had earlierex
pressed interest in developing
the airport under the PPP mod
¢l, the government "sdecision to
involve AATnow signals a pos
sible shift in appraach

The AAl had eariler ex-
pressid reservations reganling

the potential loss ol passenger
traffic at Bhubaneswar airport
omee the Purd airport becomes
operational. The state govern-
ment had then assured of
Mnancial compensation as per
the prowvisions in the existing
avintion policies, incaseof any
loas due to traffie diversion

The airport is estimated to be
developed at a cost of $56,631
erore In three phases and han
dle 4.6 milllon passengers per
annum. The project 15 bowever,
et to get the cleamnee from the
Ministry of Environment, For-
est, and Climate Change (MoEF)
for diversion of 27 88 hectare of
forest Land in Sipasarubali and
Sandhapur areas under
Brihmagiri tehsil

The Forest Advisory Com-
mittee (FAC) had raised con
cerns regarding the ecological
impact of the project and
sought clarifications on how
the airport would affect the
nearby Naval base at Chilika,
habitat ard migration route of
endangered Olive Ridley tur
tles, and Irrawaddy dolphins.



Corporate Communications Directorate

AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

BUSINESS LINE

DELHI

29 MARCH 2025

No UDF hike for domestic
departing passengers
at Delhi’s IGI Airport

i—
Rohit Vaid
MNew Delhi

India’s airport economic reg-
ulator has kept the User De-
velopment Fee (UDF) at Del-
hi’'s IGI Airport unchanged
for domestic departing
passengers.

Accordingly, the Airports
Economic Regulatory Au-
thority of India (AERA) has
maintained the existing rate
of ¥129 per departing do-
mestic passenger, which will
remain constant throughout
the fourth control period.

It runs for five years, start-
ing from April 1, 2024, to
March 31, 2029.

“Keeping the interests of
all stakeholders in mind,
AERA, through its tariff de-
termination exercise for
Delhi airport, has prioritised
the interest of domestic pas-
sengers by keeping the UDF
unchanged at ¥129,” AERA
Chairperson, SKG Rahate
told businessline.

“AERA’s tariff order will
not impact the majority of
passengers in India, as nearly
80 per cent of passengers are
domestic.”

Meanwhile, the UDF for
international passengers has
been rationalised, with a dif-
ferential rate for economy
and business class travellers.

‘USER PAYS’

AERA cited in its tariff de-
termination order that this
adjustment aligns with the
“User Pays” principle.

The variable tariff struc-
ture proposes variable fees
based on travel class and
time of departure or arrival.

Notably, the international
economy class departing
travellers will be charged
3650, while business class
departing passengers will
face fees of T810.

“The landing and parking
charges for the airlines have

_ -

Indira Gandhi International
Airport, New Delhi

also been rationalised and
kept at reasonable levels,
considering competitive air-
port charges at similar air-
ports,” the order read.

“This ensures that airline
operations are not unduly
burdened and that opera-
tional efficiency is
maintained.”

Earlier, airport operator
(DIAL) had proposed higher
aeronautical and non-aero-
nautical charges through a
variable fee structure to re-

cover expenses borne to
build additional
infrastructure.

The DIAL manages and
operates the national capit-
al’s IGI Airport under a pub-
lic-private partnership
(PPP) model.

According to AERA, the
airport operator had pro-
posed a 730 per cent increase
in prevailing airport charges.
However, after conducting a
thorough analysis, AERA de-
termined a “significantly
lower” increase of 140 per
cent over the existing airport
charges.

“This adjustment will en-
able the airport operator to
meet essential capital ex-
penditure requirements,
maintain operational effi-
ciency, and ensure service
quality in line with the stand-
ards outlined in the State
Support Agreement (SSA)
and the Operation, Manage-
ment, and Development
Agreement (OMDA),” the
AERA order read.
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Class-basedfee okayedfor Delhi’s internationalflyers

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 28 March

The Airport Economic Regulatory
Authority (AERA) has approved a
proposal from the Delhi International
Airport Limited (DIAL) for a class-
based tariff structure for
international passengers. This means
thatbusiness and first-class travellers
will now have to pay a higher User
Development Fee (UDF) than
economy and premium economy
passengers till 2028-29.

Thisisthefirst time thataclass-
based tariff has been imposed atany
Indianairport.

AERA justified the decision,
sayingitis “natural” given the
additional services business-class
passengers receive, such as dedicated
check-inlanes, security clearance,
immigration, and boardinggates.

Tilldate, all international
passengers departing from the Delhi
airport paid %129 as UDF. From April
16, an international economy
passengerwill have topaya UDF of
650 while an international business
passengerwould pay a UDF of3810,
according to AERA 'starifforder
issued on Friday.

Meanwhile, AERA has refused to
imposesuch a class-based tariffon
domestic passengers.

The regulator hasoutright
rejected GMR Group-led DIAL's
proposal tocharge passengers a
higher UDF based on travel time.

The airportoperator had sought to
impose higher UDF on all passengers
travelling during peak hours (5:00—
8:55am and 5:00-8:55pm).

The regulator has alsorejected a
proposaltoincrease the UDF on
departingdomestic passengers from
%129. However, it has permitted the
airportoperator tochargeI56 as UDF
from domestic passengers arriving at
Delhi airportstarting April 16.
Currently, no UDFislevied on
disembarking domestic passengers.

“UDFnow hasbeen determined
forbothembarkingand
disembarking passengers asa
significant portion of the airport
infrastructure including aero bridges,
travelators, conveyor belt, arrival
facilities inside the terminal building
are alsobeingused by the
disembarking passengers,”
AERASsaid.

Distributing the overall UDF
chargesbetween embarkingand

TARIFF HIKE

W Currently, userdevelopment
feeforinternational
passengers departing from
Delhi airportis¥129

mFrom April16, economy class
passengerswill have to pay a
userdevelopment fee of¥650

MW Passengers boarding
business class flights will
have to pay3810 asfee

disembarking passengersina
suitable proportion of theiractual
usage of airport facilitieswould lead
toan equitabledistribution of the
tariff burden among the usersofthe
airport and would also spread out the
costs amongairportusers, itsaid.

This practice is followed globally
and was previouslyimplemented
at Delhiairport from 2012 to 2017,
itadded.

AERAsaidits decision tonot
change the prevailing UDF (129) for
domestic air passengers, which
comprise 80 per centof the total air

traffic of Delhi airportunderscores its
commitment to protecting passenger
interests, ensuring affordability, and
fostering growth in the domestic
aviation sector.

“This treatment in conjunction
withthe tariffadjustments for
international travelers and other
aeronautical charges will support
infrastructure developmentin the
Delhiairport and ensure the financial
viability of the airport operator,”
itsaid.

“Theairportoperator had
proposed a730 per centincrease in
prevailingairportcharges. However,
after conductinga thorough analysis
and applying prudence checkstoeach
regulatory building block, AERA has
determined asignificantly lower
increase 0f140 per centover the
existing airport charges. This
adjustment will enable the airport
operator to meetessential capital
expenditure requirements, maintain
operational efficiency,and ensure
servicequalityin line with the
standardsoutlined in the State
SupportAgreement (SSA)and the
Operation, Management, and
Development Agreement (OMDA),”
AERA added.
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Domestic Travellers’ Fee to
Stay Same at Delhi Airport

AERA has allowed rise in charges for int'l flyers

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: In a relief to domes-
tic flyers, the Airports Economic
Regulatory Authority of India
(AERA) has rejected a proposal by
the country’s biggest airport of
Delhi to raise charges on domestic
departing passengers for a five-ye-
ar period through 2029. The GMR
Group-owned airport had sought
higher user development fee
(UDF)ranging from 2405 to 3610 de-
pendingon peak hoursand non-pe-
ak hours. UDFisachargelevied on
passengers to recover expenses in-
curred on airport infrastructure
development by operators.

Though the airport tarift regu-
lator rejected Delhi Internatio-
nal Airport’s (DIAL) plan for do-
mesticflvers, itallowed a hefty in-
crease in UDF for international
passengersaswellaslandingand
parking charges for airlines.

For economy class internatio-
nal departures, the UDF will in-
crease from the current 129 to
T650 per passenger. Business
class international departures
will see a sharper hike, rising
from %129 to ¥810. In comparison,
passengers arriving on domestic
flights to Delhi will have to pay
¥56. "AERA has decided to keep

the UDF for domestic passengers
unchanged at the existing rate of
7129 per departing domestic pas-
senger, which will remain constant
throughout the ‘fourth control pe-
riod’,” a senior AERA official told
ET. “The UDF for international
passengers has been rationalised,
with a differential rate for econo-
my and business class travellers.”
“The decision to
not change the pre-
vailing UDF for do-
mestic air passeng-
ers who comprise
80% of the total air
traffic of IGI Air-
port, Delhi under-
scores its commit-
ment to protecting
passenger  inter-
ests, ensuring affor-
dability, and foste-
ring growth in the
domestic aviation
sector,” the official
said. Delhi handled 73.7 million
passengers In FY24. More than
80% of its passengers are domes-
tic. A Parliamentary Affairs
Committee had earlier expressed
dissatisfaction over the “arbitra-
ry” rise in UDF and airfares, ar-
guing that the existing fram-
ework lacks mechanisms to hold
private operators accountable.

GMR
Group-owned
airport had
sought higher

user
development
feeranging
from405to
1610

29 MARCH 2025
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Air travel from
IGlto cost more
as development
charge hiked

NITIN KUMAR
Wew Delhi, Harch 28

FLYING OUT OF Delhi's Indira
Gandhi International (1G]} Alrport
will become more expensive for
intermational travellers starting
April 16, as the Airports Economic
Regulatory Authority (AERA) has
appoved higher and vanable user
develnpment fees | LIDF) for econ-
armyand buskness dass passengen

Recognising that domestic
travellers make up 804K of 1GIA's
total traffic, AERA has dedded to
keepthe UDF for domestic passen-
gers unchanged at ¥129 for the
fourth control period. Currently,
UDF charges remain uniform for
both domestic and international
travellers, However, with the
revised @mriff structure, interna
tional passengers will now pay sig-
nificantly higher fees depending
on theirclassof travel,

Under the new fee structure,
intermational coonomy class pas
sengers will be required to pay
1650 for departure and €275 for
arrival. For business class trav-
ellers, the UDF will be $810 for
embarking and 345 for disem-
barking. In contrast, the domestic
UDF remains €129 for departing
pusengers and ¥56 for those
arriving.

Continued on Page 7

Air travel from IGI to cost more
as development charge hiked

ADDITIOMALLY, LAMDING
CHARGES willnowvarybased on
aireraft type, with different rates
applied towlde-body and narrow-
body planes for both domestic
and international sepments.
These changes are part of an
effort to balance alrport opera-
tions, improve infrastro cture, and
ensure cost effickency,

AERA also addressed concerns
regarding the significantinoease
in airport charges. The Delhl
International Airport  (Dial),
whichaoperates |Gl had proposed
a 730% hike in prevailing
charges. However, after thorough
analysis and regulatory serutiny,
AERA settled on a signi ficantly
lower increase of 1409, This
ad justment is designed to help
the airpart operator meet essen

tial capital expenditures, main-

tain operational efficiency,
and wphold service quality in
compliance with agreements

such as the state support agree
ment (554) and the operation,
management, and development
apreement IUMIJA].

AERA justified the d fferential
UDFrates for intemational econ
omy and business class passen-
gers by citing the' user pays' prin
ciple. This approach reflects the
premium services and expanded
facilities available to business
class travellers

Additionally, the authority
emphasised that the revised
landingand parking charges have
been rationalised to remain
competitive with similar interna
tional airports.

The goalis to ensure that air
line operations are not unduly
burdened while maintaining
operational efficiency.
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Delhi airport user development fee
for int’l fliers to be hiked from Apr 1

Neha LM Tripathi

neha.tripathi@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: International pas-
sengers flying out of Indira Gan-
dhi International (IGI) Airport
will face higher charges starting
April 1, 2024, after the Airports
Economic Regulatory Authority
of India (AERA) approved a
revised tariff structure wvalid

until March 31, 2029.

The User Development Fee
(UDF) for departing interna-
tional passengers will rise to
650 for economy class and L10
for business class.

Disembarking passengers will
also see anincrease, with econ-
omy travellers paying 2275 and
business class travellers 3345.
IGI airport will be the first in

India to introduce differential
UDF rates for economy and busi-
ness class. UDF for domestic
passengers remains unchanged
at 129 for embarking and 56
for disembarking. This adjust-
ment, AERA stated, is necessary
to fund the airport's capital
expenditures while maintaining
service standards as per agree-
ments with the sovernment.
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Haryana adopts state song,
successful air trial conducted
at Maharaja Agrasen Airport

SWATI MAHAJAN

CHANDIGARH: 59 years
alter the formation of Hary-
ana, the state with geo hical
area of 44,212 Lngfh,ﬁivcd
its own identity with numer-
ous accomplishments, has now
adopted its state song,

Among other achievements
of the versatile state of Hary-
ana, Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini revealed that on
April 14, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, will inaugurate air
travel services from Hisar Kig-
port. He said that a successful
atr trial has been conducted
teday by Alliance Alrlines in
preparation for this.

The Chiel Minister shared
this information in the House
during Zero Hour of the Bud-
gel session of the Haryana Vid-
han Sabha here today.

He added that it is a malter
of great pride for Haryana that
Maharaja Agrasen Airport in
Hisar will become the state's
first operational alrport

"Om the last day of the Bud-
get session in Haryana, the state
song Jai Jai Jai Haryana' was

passed unanimously on Friday.
All the MLAs listened to the
state song the Assembly.

The members of the legisla-
tive Assembly heard the song,
that was played in the Asem-
bly, with keen tnterest and con-
gratulated each other.

Education Minister Mahi-
pal Dhanda suggested in the
House that in future the state
song should alse be remem-
bered along with the national
anthem in the House.

The state song wrilten by
Balkishan of Panipat, this song
has been wrilten by Balkis-
han Sharma of Panipat. Shyam
Sharma s the singer, Paras
Chopra is the composer and
Malvika Pandit of Rohtak has
directed it
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Travel for IGIA passengers to turn costlier from mid-April

Saurabh.Sinha@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: All passengers flying in
and out of Indira Gandhi Internatio-
nal Airport will have to pay a higher
user development fee (UDF) from
April16 but notasmuchas Delhi Inter-
national Airport Ltd had proposed.

While international passengers tra-

velling in business and first class will
have to pay marginally more than tho-
se doing so in economy and premium
economy, domestic passengers will
pay a fee depending on the flight time.

The Airport Economic Regulato-
ry Authority (AERA) issued a tariff
order on Friday in which the UDF

proposed by DIAL was pared down
significantly. The current UDF is Rs
61 with taxes for both domestic and
international departures. While the
airport operator had proposed to ra-
ise UDF up to Rs 610 for domesticand
Rs 1,620 plus taxes for international
passengers, AERA said that from
April 16 to March 31, 2029, domestic
passengers will pay a UDF of Rs 129
for flying out and Rs 56 for flying in
(taxesextra). International passeng-
ers in economy and premium econo-
my will be charged a UDF of Rs 650
for flying out and Rs 275 for flying in
(taxes extra) and those in business
and first class will be charged Rs 810

While DIAL had proposed to
raise UDF up to 7610 for
domestic and 71,620 plus taxes
for international passengers,
AERA said from April 16 to
March 31, 2029, domestic
passengers would pay a UDF
of z129-56 and international
passengers 7650-275

and Rs 345 (taxesextra) forflyingout
and in, respectively.

In its tariff proposal, DIAL had so-
ught UDFforarriving passengers too.

“Levying some portion of UDF on di-
sembarking passengers helps reduce
aeronautical tariff charged under
other heads, especially landing char-
ges, Airport facility is used by both
passengers. Facility used by disem-
barkingisless,” the order noted, deci-
dingto keep the UDF ratio at 70:30.

DIAL has also sought a higher
UDF for flights in the peak hours of
5-8.55 morning and evening. While
in principle agreeing with this, AE-
RA said it would be “premature” to
implement it at this time.

To the airlines expressing reser-
vationonclass-wise UDF becauseeco-
nomy passengers were often bumped

up to business, AERA reassured that
UDF would be based on ticket issued.
In its letter proposing the hikes to
AERA, DIAL had pleaded that it was
incurring losses with the current fi-
nancial year expected to see a loss of
over Rs 1,500 crore, “DIAL recently
completed Phase 3A expansion pro-
ject incurring huge capital expendi-
ture in excess of Rs 12,500 crore, con-
siderable portion of which is from
borrowings,” the letter said, pointing
out that at Dec-end 2024, DIAL had
outstanding debt in excess of Rs
15,000 crore, of which one series of
bonds totalling $522 million would
mature for payment in Oct 2026.
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Aviation minister asks states
to cut VAT to reduce airfares

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, MARCH 27

Union civil aviation min-
ister Ram Mohan Naidu
on Thursday said that
while the Central govern-
ment is taking several
steps to keep the air fare
under check, it is also the
duty of the state govern-
ments to keep the value-
added tax (VAT) on avia-
tion turbine fuel (ATF)
low to keep air fares
under control.

"Airfares always come up
for discussion during our
meetings. It's not just
about capping the fare, but

we are taking several steps
to reduce the air fare. We
have created a system
where the airlines have to
submit to us the airfare in
the beginning of the
month, and the DGCA
ensures that they do not
change that tariff for the
entire month... We are
keen on getting more air-
line fleets in the country
and are working on bring-
ing down the aircraft leas-
ing costs to help reduce air-
fares,” the minister said.
“ATF and VAT make up
45 per cent of the airfare.
Some states charge up to
29% VAT. Tamil Nadu is

one such state. We have
written to all states to
reduce VAT. 15 states have
brought it to 5%, 10 states
have brought it under 5%,
but some states are still
keeping it high,” the min-
ister explained.

He added that the gov-
ernment does not regulate
the commercial fares set
by the airlines, be they
Indian or foreign. “The
fares on any route are
dependent, inter alia, on
seasonality, holidays and
festivals, cost of aviation
turbine fuel, competition
and other similar fac-
tors,” he said.
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Air India Express to standardise fleet
with all-economy seating refit: MD

Ro hlt Vaid
Mew Delhi

The Tata Group-promoted
hybrid carrier Air India Ex-
press (AIX) plans to stand-
ardise onboard cabin across
its fleet by refitting the air-
craft with all-economy
seating.

According to Air India Ex-
press’ Managing Director
Aloke Singh, the ‘refit’ of its
Boeing 737-8 aircraft, as well
as Airbus A320, will com-
mence from April.

“We expect the refit to be
completed within one year.
So from early 2026-27, we
will have an all-economy
seating configuration across
our fleet,” Singh said.

‘WHITETAIL’ AIRCRAFT

Notably, a majority of Boeing
737-8s inducted as ‘whitetail’
aircraft have business class
seats, while some of the Air-
bus that have been handed

over by Air India are
equipped with premium eco-
nomy seats.

“Whitetail’ aircraft refer to
planes which were originally
meant for some other buyer
but acquired by another air-
line due to various reasons.

The tailwinds
for growth are

expected to
come from the
opening of
airports at Noida
and Navi Mumbai,
said AT MD Aloke
Singh

On an overall basis, the air-
line has a fleet of over 100
aircraft, comprising 67 Boe-
ing 737s and 36 A320s.

businessline on Thursday
reported that the airline
plans to add more aircraft in
FY26, eventually reaching
over 110 by the first quarter
of FY26.

Confirming the news
break, Singh said that 15 air-
craft would be inducted dur-
ing FY26 even as some air-
craft will be taken out of
service.

FLIGHT FREQUENCIES
Besides, AIX plans to expand
its daily flight frequencies to
525 per day from around 480
in the next few months.

This increase in flight fre-
quencies will cater to the de-

mand from tier-II1 and -III
cities, in the process feeding
Air India’s long-haul flights.

In terms of growth in pas-
senger traffic, the airline re-
ported a rise of over 19 per
cent on a year-on-year basis
during 2024-25 to 20 million.

Air India Express expects
to average around 2.5 million
passengers per month in
FY26, up from 2 million in
FY25.

“The tailwinds for growth
are expected to come from
the opening of airports at
Noida and Navi Mumbai,
whereas challenges might
emanate from the evolving
geopolitical situation and
fluctuating crude oil prices,”
he said.

‘VIRTUAL INTERLINE’
Further, the aitline plans to
expand and deepen its ‘vir-
tual interline’ agreements
with foreign-based budget
carriers.

Currently, AIX has such
agreements with six foreign
airlines, including Flynas, Air
Arabia, Jazeera Airways and
Scoot, among others. This
enables passengers to book
connecting flights operated
by AIX and the partner
airline.
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Planto becomeall-economy
airlineby Apr °26: A-1Express

DEEPAK PATEL
New Delhi, 28 March

Tata Group-owned airline,
AirIndia Express, plans to
become an all-economy
airline by April next year,
convertingits 60-plane
hangar that currently
feature business and
premium economy seats
intoan all-economy
configuration, chief
executive officer (CEO)

Aloke Singh said on Friday.

Ttcurrently has 103

“ WEAREGOINGTO
STANDARDISEOUR CABINS.THE  * ’?
RETROFITOF ALLTHE PLANES =

WILLTAKEABOUT

ONEYEAR"

ALOKE SINGH
CEO, Air India Express

planesin its fleet. The
airline aims to carry about
30 million passengers in
2025-26, roughly 50 per cent
more year-on-year as the
aircraftinductedin the
latter part of 2024-25 will
have their full impactin
2025-26, he explained. Inthe
current financial year, the
airline hasadded 37 planes
toits fleet.

Singh said 45 of the 50
new aircraft thatthe airline
has received from Boeing
duringthe last two years are

“white-tail” planes,
which have frontcabins
(business class).
Awhite-tail aircraftis a
plane that has been built by
the manufacturer butdoes
not have a confirmed buyer
at the time of completion.
Airlines retrofit such aircraft
to match their fleet
standards, adjusting seating
layouts based on their
business plan. The 45
white-tail planes, along with
about 10 aircraft transferred
from Air India to Air India
Express that have front
cabins, will be sent for
retrofit over the next year.
“We are going to
standardise our cabins. The
retrofit of all the planes will
take about one year. We will
become an all-economy
airline by the beginning
0f2026-27,” Singh said.

Moreon business-
standard.com
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Flight of Fancy? Kol, a
Global Aviation Hub?

As aimtoreduce Dubai, Singapore dependence

Mamata Banerjee’s appeal to British Airways that it res-
tart direct Kolkata-London flights could well be wishful
thinking. But given Kolkata’s location and infrastructure
advantages, it's not a total flight of fancy toreimagine the
city as an international aviation hub. It will certainly re-
quire more than a wing from BA and a prayer from Didi to
get realised. India is on course to create three internatio-
nal aviation hubs over the next decade, with prospects
brightest for Delhi, Mumbai and Bengaluru. These cities
sit at the top of the country’s industrial clusters and are
bestplaced todrive international air traffic. They also ser-
ve distinct catchment areas for the anticipated explosion
of outbound travel from India. But eastern India remains
underserved, and Kolkata 1s a contender for a fourth hub.
Kolkata services traffic to two of the biggest aviation
hubs, Dubai and Singapore. India 1s aiming to reduce de-
pendence on these as its airlines ex-
pand their global footprint. Available
and planned capacity at Kolkata air-
port can contribute to the effort in the
= [iast Asian sector. Thismarket hasim-
088 mense potential if Indian and Chine-
! seeconomiesscaleup.Chinesearethe
world’slargest groupof international
travellers, but constitutean insignificant portion of fore-
ign tourists in India. If two-way traffic between the ne-
ighbours improves with normalisation of relations, Kol-
kata isan obvious choiceforentry into the subcontinent.
Even otherwise, Kolkata may not have to struggle to
serve lucrative European and US sectors at current traf-
ficlevels. Airlines in East and West Asia transport traffic
originating in east India to their respective hubs. If Indi-
an airlines claw back some of this market share, they co-
uld consider optimising outbound operations according
to their points of origin. This is, however, easier said
than done, with the kind of investment made into West
Asianaviation infra. Banerjee would be better advised to
invite Indian airlines to prepare the groundwork for an
eventual international aviation hub in Kolkata.
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Jet fuel costs account
for 45% of air ticket
prices, says Minister

Tamil Nadu among States with highest 29% VAT rate on ATF, he says in

Parliament; more competition, aircraft will help lower rates, he adds

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he cost of aviation
T turbine fuel (ATF),
or jet fuel, makes

up 45% of the airfare, Civil
Aviation Minister K. Ram-
mohan Naidu told the Lok
Sabha on Thursday, noting
that some States such as
Tamil Nadu charge a high
29% value- added tax (VAT)
on it.

“There are some States
which are charging up to
29% VAT on ATF, and Ta-
mil Nadu is one such State
which has the highest ATF
in the country,” the Minis-
ter said.

While 15 States have re-
duced VAT on ATF to be-
low 5%, others continue to
impose higher rates, im
pacting airline operations
and passenger fares, he
added.

Mr. Naidu said the Direc-
torate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) monitored air-
fares and required airlines
to submit a tariff sheet pe-
riodically. Earlier, airlines
were reqguired to submit a
tariff sheet at the start of
the summer and winter
season, and had the liberty

Sky-high rise: As per Ram Mohan Naidu, 10% rate of yearly growth
in air passengers in India was the highest in the world. pv. SivAKUMAR

to change their tariffs, but
they were now required to
submit the tariff sheet ev-
ery month and could not
make tweaks to it.

His remarks in Parlia-
ment come at a time when
the DGCA is examining ag-
gregate data on airfares for
the past two years submit-
ted by airlines, following
complaints of a sharp spike
in ticket prices for flights to
Prayagraj during the
Kumbh Mela.

In response to a ques-
tion from DMK MP A. Raja
on why the government
was not making efforts to
inject more competition

into the sector — an
oblique reference to the
duopoly with IndiGo and
Air India accounting for
91% of domestic air travell-
ers — the Minister said that
more competition and
more aircraft would cer-
tainly help bring down air-
fares. In 2014, there were
340 aircraft, which has
grown to 840 now, Mr. Nai-
du said. Airlines also have
orders for 1,700 more air-
craft because of a massive
demand for travel, he said,
pointing out that the 10%
rate of yearly growth in
passengers in India was the
highest in the world.
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Jet fuel costs account
for 45% of air ticket
prices, says Minister

Tamil Nadu among States with highest 29% VAT rate on ATF, he says in

Parliament; more competition, aircraft will help lower rates, he adds

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he cost of aviation
T turbine fuel (ATF),
or jet fuel, makes

up 45% of the airfare, Civil
Aviation Minister K. Ram-
mohan Naidu told the Lok
Sabha on Thursday, noting
that some States such as
Tamil Nadu charge a high
29% value- added tax (VAT)
on it.

“There are some States
which are charging up to
29% VAT on ATF, and Ta-
mil Nadu is one such State
which has the highest ATF
in the country,” the Minis-
ter said.

While 15 States have re-
duced VAT on ATF to be-
low 5%, others continue to
impose higher rates, im-
pacting airline operations

and passenger fares, he
added.

Mr. Naidu said the Direc-
torate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) monitored air-
fares and required airlines
to submit a tariff sheet pe-
riodically. Earlier, airlines
were required to submit a
tariff sheet at the start of
the summer and winter
season, and had the liberty

Sky-high rise: As per Ram Mohan Naidu, 10% rate of yearly growth
in air passengers in India was the highest in the world. PV. SIVAKUMAR

to change their tariffs, but
they were now required to
submit the tariff sheet ev-

ery month and could not
make tweaks to it.

His remarks in Parlia-
ment come at a time when
the DGCA is examining ag-
gregate data on airfares for
the past two years submit-
ted by airlines, following
complaints of a sharp spike
in ticket prices for flights to
Prayagraj during the
Kumbh Mela.

In response to a ques-
tion from DMK MP A. Raja
on why the government
was not making efforts to
inject more competition

into the sector — an
oblique reference to the
duopoly with IndiGo and
Air India accounting for
91% of domestic air travell-
ers — the Minister said that
more competition and
more aircraft would cer-
tainly help bring down air-
fares. In 2014, there were
340 aircraft, which has
grown to 840 now, Mr. Nai-
du said. Airlines also have
orders for 1,700 more air-
craft because of a massive
demand for travel, he said,
pointing out that the 10%
rate of yearly growth in
passengers in India was the
highest in the world.
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Lok Sabha MPs raise high cost
of air travel, ask govt to step in

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
NEWDELHI. MARCHZ28

LOK SABHA members across
parties Friday sought the prvem-
ment’s intervention in reducing
high airfares, highlig bt ing con-
cems over affordability, aidine
regulatioms and service issues.
The discussion came after
Congress MP Shafi Paraminl
mioved aprivate member resolu-
tion seeking regulation of airfares,
Congress MP KC Venugopal
said surge priongis adeathknell
for the poor whao e in the Gull
and other foreign lands for em-
ployment. He added that during
le=tival season airlines hike thar

tanls exorbiantly "We havere-
peatedly fagged this issue with
the Gl Aviation Ministiy, but it
is unfortunate that neither the
P inisiry nor the DGECA has taken
any mexs ures to address these
concerms,” Verugo pal said.

Aazad  Samaj  Party
{Kanshiram) MP
Chandrashekhar Azad high-
[ighted the steep prices of bat-
thed water at airports

Civil Aviation Minister Ram
Mohan Naidu highlighted the
povernment’s effons under the
UDAN schemeto makeair travel
more & cessible,

Speaker Om Birla directed
the minister tomstal watercoolk
ersatairports, The minister said

in response that drinking water
wias available for free at every
i port. Minister said that there
are several airports ncluding
Kalkata, Ahmedabad and
Chennai, where €10 water bot-
tles, and rea and coffee for 320
are being provided.

BJP MP Rajiv Pratap Rudy
patnted out that aicines pass on
operational costs Lo passengers.

Samajwadi Party's Anand
Bhadawriva suggested that there
should be an upper limiton air
Tares and a quasi-judicial body
should be constituted o maoni-
tor air fares, Independent MP
from Baramulla, Sheikh Abdul
Rashid, sad therewasan ungent
need to regulate alfares,
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Al Express
hopes to

stay ahead
of demand
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During festival season, thorels an
unprecedented hike in arfanes, which
Forces many warking in the Sulf
countries to cancel bong pending visit

MPs seek govt to check high airfares,
say airlines ‘pass on costs to passengers’

PREETHA MAIR i hew el

CUTTING across party lines.
Lok Sabha members on Friday
urged the government to Inter-
vene in reducing high airfares
Dur ing a discussion on Con
greas MP Shafl Parambil's pri-
vate member's resolution on
regulating airfares, several
APs highlighted concerns over

passengers. “IF a Night gets di-
verted, that contingency 15 not
included in anyvthing. Every
minute spent in alr 18 & cost ta
the airline, and this cost is
transferred o tickets of other
passengers,” he sald.

Congress MNP K C Venugopal
pointed out the plight of Ma-
lavalis in Gulf countries who
spend their haerd earned money

aserious lssue” he sald.

"DGCA has the power to
monitor the fares, They may
have limited power They are
not even using that power to
pull up the airlines which vio-
late rules,” Venugopal said,
highlighting the need for im-
mediate attent lon

Abdul Rashid, an independ
ent P emphasised the wrgent

tohome state. it isaseiousbsve..  affordability, aidine reguls-  on ajrfares, "During festival  mesd o repubate airfres, eriti-
DGCA has the powar to mener the 1 ons and service lssues. season, there is an unprece-  cising alrlines for allegedly
fares. They ““"'“"‘t’ml’“‘“ Speaking during the discus:  dented hike in airfares, which  profiting during times of cri-
mﬂ:;"“‘“"mm Imnl:s sion, BJP MP Rajiv Pratap forces many working in the sis. “In case of tragedies, air-
Budy pointed owt that airlines  Gull countries to cancel lomg  Tines should not exploit passen-

KL Verurgopal, Conpres sMFP pass on operational costs o pending visittohomestate [tis  gers.” the legislator said
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RS discusses Protection of Interests in Aircraft Objects Bill

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA B Mew Delhi

in sync with the International Civil

Aviation Organisalion to grow,
Mationalist Congress Party MP Praful Patel
said on Friday as the Rajya Sabha took up
The Protection of Interests in Aircraft
Objects Bill, 2025 for discussions.

The Bill was introduced in the Upper
House on February 10 this year.

Patel, a former civil aviation minister
under the previous UPA government, satd
the Bill aligns the Indian law with inter-
national aviation standards.

“We as a nation should be proud that
gone are the days that we were looked at
as a nation of bullock carts, elephants and
miahoul. Today, for a large population, civil
aviation has become a mainsiay of trans-
port.” Patel said, adding that India is the
third largest domestic civil aviation mar-
ket in the world.

Ii]dla'ﬁ civil aviation sector needs to be

The NCP leader said the International
Civil Aviation Organisation is the apex
body controlling civil aviation every-
where, and the Cape Town conventions
came oul of many civil disputes that arose
over the years.

“Almost 85 per cent of aircraft used by
airlines in India are leased. The lessor
nieeds security that the lease rental will be
given, and the contractual obligations to
maintain the aireraft will be met,” he said.

Cape Town convention endorsed that
lease conditions should be met else the
asgel should be repositioned with the lessor
immediately, he said.

“This act is welcome. If the civil avia-
tion sector in India has to grow, it has to
be in syne with ICAD," he said.

Initiating the debate, Congress MP
Meeraj Dangt said it is not the first
altempt to make a law like this, and

:::ipn::.std concerns over privalisation of

airports.

“Adrports are being privatised overloak-
ing the recommendations of the finance
ministry and Niti Ayog that a company
should not be given the contract for
more than two airports,” he said.

Dangi said the Adani Group was given
six atrports, and rubes were refaxed for that,
e which Chairman Jagdeep Dhankhar
said he may nesd to authenticate the
inlormation.

“Government has found a new way, they
first show operational losses al airports,
and then the airports are sold to their cor-
porate friends for cheap. This is a new kind
of corruption,” he said.

Chairman Dhankhar said the MP must
authenticate the information.

“You have used the word ‘Triend’ Why
should we as MPs use expressions which
are unnecessary and {cast) asperstons? You
have made a serious allegation, this is not
approved,” Dhankhar said.

The Bill seeks to give legal effect to cer-

tain international agreements in their
application to India, which includes
Convention on International Interests in
Mobile Equipment {alse known
as Capetown Convention of 2001), and
Protocol to the Convention on
International Interests in Mobile
Equipment on Matters specilic to
Adreraft Equipment. India had acceded to
these in 2008.

The convention and the protocol aim to
bring uniformity in securing rights for
high-value assets such as aircraft, heli-
coplers, and engines.

In cases of default, it gives creditors cer-
tain remedies including the right to take
back possession of the asset within two
months or a mutually agreed upon peri-
od, whichever is earlier.

The Bill states that before exercising any
remedy, the creditor must notify the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) about the occurrence of default.
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Al Express
eyes long-haul
budget tie-ups

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Tata’s Air India
Group has started preparing
for the long-haul low-cost
challenge that rival IndiGo
will increasingly mount from
this vear. Al Express, the Ma-
haraja's budget arm, has be-
gun stitching partnerships
with foreign low cost carriers
(LLCCs) that will allow Indian
travellers to fly budget one-
stop all the way to Australia,
Far Eastand Africa.

“We have so far entered vir-
tual interline partnerships
with six LCCs, including Scoot
(Singapore Airlines’ budget
arm), Jazeera, VietJet and Air
Arabia. Atthetimeof check-in,
passengers will get two boar-
dingcards—onefortheirflight
on Al Express from India to the
hubs of those airlines and then
from there on those airlines to
onward destinations,” Al Ex-
press CEO Aloke Singh said.

Tata's budget carrier is
“testing the waters” with these
initial partnerships that as of
Now require passengers to col-
lect baggage and check in the
same again for the connecting
flights on partner airlines. “We
will deepen this to make trans-
fers seamless, including enab-
ling passengers to through
check-in baggage to their final
destination,” Singh said.



	DH-BAN-28 MAR.JPG
	FPJ-MUM-28 MAR.JPG
	MS DL 29MARCH2025.JPG
	BL DL 29MARCH2025.jpg
	BS DL 29MARCH2025.jpg
	DB DL 29MAR2025.JPG
	DBU DL 29MAR2025.JPG
	DJ DL 29MAR2025.JPG
	ET DL 29MARCH2025.jpg
	FE DL 29MARCH2025.jpg
	HB DL 29MAR2025.JPG
	HH DL 29MAR2025.JPG
	HT DL 29MARCH2025.jpg
	JS DL 29MAR2025.jpg
	LS DL 29MAR2025.JPG
	MP DL 29MARCH2025.JPG
	NBT DL 29MAR2025.jpg
	NBT DL 29MAR2025A.jpg
	PIO DL 29MAR2025.JPG
	RP DL 29MAR2025.jpg
	RS DL 29MAR2025.JPG
	TOI DL 29MARCH2025.jpg
	AA DL 28MARCH2025.JPG
	BL DL 29MARCH2025.JPG
	BS DL 29MARCH2025.jpg
	DB-JAI-27 MAR.JPG
	ET DL 29MARCH2025.jpg
	HINDU DL 28MARCH2025.jpg
	HU-CH-28 MAR.jpg
	IE DL 29MARCH2025.JPG
	MINT DL 29MARCH2025A.JPG
	MS DL 29MARCH2025.JPG
	PIO DL 29MARCH2025.JPG
	PK DL 29MAR2025.JPG
	RP JAI-27 MAR.JPG
	RS DL 29MAR2025.JPG
	TOI DL 29MARCH2025.jpg

