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Minor fire breaks out
at city airport’s 12
international terminal

The Hindu Bureau

CHENNALI

A minor fire broke out at
the departure hall of the T2
international terminal of
Chennai airport due to an
electrical short circuit.
Consequently, a part of the
terminal was engulfed in
smoke on Tuesday.

Ofhicials of the Airports
Authority of India (AAI)
said the electrical short cir-
cuit occurred near the air-
line offices, where some
documents had been
stored, at the connecting
corridor of the T1 domestic
terminal and the T2 inter-
national terminal of the air-
port.

Passengers evacuated
The incident occurred
around 11.40 a.m. All pas-
sengers in the check-in
area were immediately
evacuated and were safe,
the officials said.
According to sources,
two fire tenders were

A fire tender that was rushed to
the T2 international terminal
on Tuesday. DINESH KRISHNAN

rushed to the spot to put
out the fire.

Brought under control
Around 1 p.m., after the
smoke subsided and the
situation was brought un-
der control, the passengers
were allowed inside the
terminal.

AAI officials said flight
operations were not affect-
ed by the incident.
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AAltoinvest ¥15,000cr by
2028 tomodernize ATC
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=4 W
Hyderabud: Atrports Aut hority of Dnodia (AUA T will
irmvest 815 000 erore by 20028 1o upgerade air traffic
control tower automation, navigational systems
and other key infrastnusctore to make them future-
ready, its chair YVipin humar said. Speaking to
reporiers on the sidelines ol Wings India 2526, he
said the airport operator is expected bo post reve-
nuesafl £ (0K crore in the current fiscal vear em
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Minor fire at city airport’s
international terminal

Times News NeTwork

Chennai: A minor fire broke
out at the departure area of
T2 international terminal of
Chennai airport on Tuesday
morning. There was no im-
pact on flight operations but
passenger movement was
disrupted briefly, according
toairport officials.

The fire that broke out at
1.45am was caused by a
short circuit in the storero-
om of a private airline’s offi-
ce on the second floor Smoke
spread across the departure
area, forcing passengers and
airport staff to evacuate.
Two airport emplovees re-
portedly fainted due to suffo-
cationand were treatedat the
airport hospital.

Smoke fills departure area

Aijrport official said CISF
personnel tried to douse the
fire using extinguishers.
Twofiretenders from the air-
port and two from TN fire
and rescue services depart-
ment rushed to the spot and
brought the situation under
control in less than an hour.

The issuance of boarding
passes for international de-
partures was temporarily
suspended, and passengers
were moved out as precautio-
nary measure. Normal ope-
rations resumed after the
smoke cleared.

In an official statement,
Chennai airport administra-
tion said, “The crisis mana-
gement committee took im-
mediate action, and the situ-
ation was brought under
control by 12:45 hrs. There
wasnomajordamage, andall
flight services are operating
asusual,” the statement said.

Airport authorities said
an investigation was initia-
tedtoascertaintheexactcau-
se of the fire and assess the
extent of damage.



Wings India to take off amid Al, IndiGo turbulence

Swati.Bharadwaj
@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: At a time when
India’s civil aviation sector
is facing intense scrutiny af-
ter the Air India crash and
disruptions linked to the In-
diGo erisis, international ci-
vil aviation event Wings In-
dia 2026, is set to take off at
Begumpet Airport on Wed-
nesday.

The  biennial event,
which will run from Jan 28 to
31, will bring together in-
dustry leaders as the global
aviation market contends
with geopaolitical turbulen-
ce. A high-powered global av-
iation summit, a global CE-
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ning day will be the CEO fo-
rum on ‘Indian Aviation: Pa-
ving the Future - From De-
sign to Deplovment, Manu-
facturing to Maintenance,
Inclusivity to Innovation
and Safety to Sustainability’,
where CXOs from nearly 35
global aircraft manufactu-
rers, airlines, and other sta-
keholders will deliberate on
thefuture of Indianaviation.
Among the major attrac-
tions this vear will be Russi-
a's United Aireraft Corpora-
tion (UAC)Y's display of the
Hyushin 11-114-300,
8.J-100, and Aurus Bu-
siness Jet for the
first time in In-
dia, signalling

chain constraints and geopo-
litical headwinds reshape
procurement strategies.
French giant Airbus will
showcase its H125 and H160
helicopters and the A321neo
and A220 fixed-wing aireraft,
while American biggie Boe-
ing’s 787-9 Dreamliner, 737
Max, and 737-8 Max, flown in
by Indian carriers such as
AirIndia, Air India Express,
and Akasa Air, will be show-
cased.

Other static displays in-
clude Italian manufacturer
Tecnam's 6 aireraft—P2010,
P-Mentor, P2006, P2008JC,
and P2010 TDI—along with
Dassault Aviation's Falcon
6X, Pilatus’' P24, and Embra-

Pics: Rama Moorthy P

MAJOR ATTRACTIONS

# Russia's United » French giant
Aircraft Corporation | Airbus to showcase
to display llyushin H125 & H160
IL-114-300, SJ-100 helicopters;

and Aurus A321neo & A220
Business Jet fixed-wing aircraft

The event, to be held at Bequmpet airport, is expected to attract over
one lakh general visitors and over 7,500 business visitors

Os'forum,and aglobalmini- fresh interest | er's E175 and EZ2195 Profit
sterial conference will be from global Hunter.
held during the event. A key OEMs even as § ling visitors will be the aero-

Also, enthral-

= batic displays by the
Global Stars Aeroba-
tic Team led by Mark
Jefteries, which will be
, flying Extra 3308C air-
p . craft, and theIndian Air
\ Force'sSurvakiran Ae-
robatic Team, which
. will be flying indige-
. nously manufactu-
red Hawk Mk-132 jets
replete with close-for-
mation  manoeuvres

feature on the ope- supply-

and tricolour smoke trails. A
drone show will also be con-
ducted on Wednesday:

The event will be formal-
ly inaugurated by Union ci-
vil aviation minister K Ram
Mohan Naidu, along with
Union minister of state for
civil aviation and coopera-
tion Murlidhar Mohol and
Telangana deputy chief mi-
nister Mallu Bhatti Vikra-
marka. Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi will address the

inaugural session virtually
While the first day will
have roundtables and panels
on airports, aircraft leasing
and financing, helicopter
operations, and women inav-
iation, day 2 will focus on
MRO, air cargo, business av-
iation, aircraft component
manufacturing, sustainable
aviation fuels, and advanced
air mobility, alongside a de-
dicated session on flving tra-
ining and skilling. The exhi-

bition and chalets will show-
case cutting-edge aviation
technologies, future-ready
solutions, and next-genera-
tion aircraft.

Organised by the Union
civil aviation ministry, the
AAT and FICCI, Wings India
2026 is being positioned as
Asia’s largest civil aviation
event, spanning commercial
aviation, general and busi-
ness aviation, and drones
and advanced air mobility.



AIRF‘: 'lf\FSALI!HClPi'f‘Y UF iHUiA

Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAE TJALA DELHI 29 JANUARY 2026

st faew Iu=RtoT & T

ST HehaT o grewn : faves
TERTE % T8 W wW gEaal | WAeE O
s & fom ey faen aweon @ @ awnrd
o wred 1 2 o S ) s it
# En, 7 gHEA w0 5o § i aEa
Al T A FA W, 79 dgaT
38, FifE 3 79 F 0 g =) o
mmmmqﬁrmu@}mmh
w friea! 3 7 ot 7 5 gl = o s
= o #9 F = # o e e e
TEEE miee 3w, S g e e
#3 fawrEl & a3 % for v &1 67 e B
799 BTEE F HaE |41 B0 B, A6 E W
mfwmm)mmm
Mﬁﬁmmqmmmﬂwm
3% @ MET F O 59 gl A = AW gEd )
B E=iEE | FE F 92 #1 E SwrE uE
ol | s W € B A A A el el A
B HET B a9 W T w0 e
ZEFAA F wEE g I E e e
et foufar nff o P o o sqroory S
gl wE B e e FEE w8 OF



;ﬁﬂ?FtJRJESAlJIFMDRlT¥EJFlNLHﬂn

Corporate Communications Directorate

AMAR UJALA DELHT 29 JANUARY 2026

TIuTe fawm &
I §AT

migEEE | 2T TR e
e &1 & g7 & ferm T B
I T B S A 8 rged
e A At
Blames A
B o
FA A
Aae e
wHY T A
fAmas T
wﬂm =1 foen 7
T W
e peu—
s = faem i 3 A i
REA mwe it R 4
= g e = A it
1 A wiir S T = E A
W BN W T SR i dn
T € % 5 $9 T gl
sl TRE AR
T T § T W
sffrrrll = e o ==
T | T A S e
o TRE 1 s i
afferee Y T R W
A AT W i I
= F1 T # | w5 A e s
WG 1 g e Y €



Jlﬁ?PLHxFELAL!IH(BPFT#EJFiNLHﬁa

Corporate Communications Directorate

BUSINESS LINE DELHI 29 JANUARY 2026

T18,000-crore metro rail link to connect

—_—
Ohisr Buresi
Pune

Maharashtra will develop a
35-km metro rail corridor to
connect Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International Air-
port with the Navi Mumbai
International Airport at an
estimated cost of T18,000
crore, announced Chief Min-
ister Devendra Fadnavis on
Tuesday.

The announcement fol-
lowed a meeting of the Cab-
inet Committee on Infra-
strecture chaired byhim.

Addressing the media in
Mumbai after the meeting,
Fadnavis said the ject
would be implemented under
the  public-private partner-
ship (PPP) mode, with finan-
dnr participation from both
the State and the Central
EOVETmenL.,

UREBAN MOBILITY

While the orginal project
timeline envisaged comple-

Mumbai and Navi Mumbai all*pt:)rt'-;

LJNI(ING EI.IBI.IRBS. Two elevated corridors spanning 12.75
include 13 stations, connecting fast-developing suburbs

tion within five years, the
Chief Minister said he had
directed the implementing
agencies to expedite execu-
tion and complete the cor-
ridor in 3.5 years, “This is not
merely a Metro link between
wo niq:m-rls It is a critical
urban mobility project that
will integrate multiple exist-
m.g gnd planned Metro lines
and cantly ease 5
tion ﬂl; the anhﬁm‘.t
Mumbai corridor,” he said.
Accordi to the plan,
uuun:l:lrrgmlg:n af the M.ctrnp
route will be underground,
with the remaining stretch el-
evated. The corridor will have

25 stations and is designed to

serve some of the most

densely populated and con-
rested areas between Mum-
at and Mavi Mumbai.

Arcas such as Kurla, which
witness  heavy  commuter
traffic, are to bene-
fit from improved last-mile
connectivity  and  reduced
pressure on road networks.
The project will play a crucial
role in preparing Mumbai's

mfrastructure for
the operationalisation of the
MNavi Mumbai Internationzl
Airport, while also offering a
reliable, high-caparity poblic
transport option.
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35-km metro to link Mumbai
and Navi Mumbai airports

Stretch from city's
Terminal 2 to
Ghatkopar east will
be underground

Yogesh Naik

yogesh nalk@hindustantimes com

MUMBAI: The state government
has approved a 35-km-long
metro line that will connect the
Mumbai and Navi Mumbai air-
ports. The proposed metro corri-
dor, Line 8, will include a
9.25-km-long underground
stretch; the remaining 24.64 km
will be elevated. It will have 20
stations.

The project, estimated to cost
322,862 crore and requiring 30.7
hectares of land acquisition. has
been cleared by the cabinet com-
mittee on infrastructure, said
chief minister Devendra Fadna-
vis on Tuesday.

In Mumbai, the first stretch
will be an underground corridor
from Terminal 2 at the Chhat-
rapati Shivaji Maharaj Interna-
tional Airport (CSMIA) to Ghat-
kopar east. This 9.25-km-long
stretch will include six stations,
while the remaining 24.64-km-

Mumbai to Na\ﬁ |
Mumbai airport

metro Line 8

Underground section: 0 0'%
(SMIA Terminal 2 to Ghatkopar east ©
Elevated section: RUMBAL
Ghatkopar east to NMIA :

Total stations: 20

(6 underground, 14 elevated)

30.7 hectares
of land to be acquired

Project cost:

$12,862 crore

long stretch will be elevated.
Line 8 will link up with Lok-
manya Tilak Terminus (LTT) on
the Central Railway and three
other metro routes.

The Navi Mumbai airport,
inaugurated last year by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, began
commercial operations on
December 25, 2025. However,
travellers have complained of
last-mile connectivity issues,
marring the experience of using

N

Deadline: Three and a half years "{f* - ‘dt ~ ﬂ‘—”_ﬂ ret

Mumbai’s second airport.
Fadnavis said Metro Line 8
will be completed in three and a
half years. Unlike other metro
projects, built on a EPC (engi-
NEEring, procurement, construc-
tion) model, this one will be built
through public private participa-
tion (PPP). In the EPC model,
while the government funds the
project, the private sector part-
ner provides the engineering and
construction requirements.

Total Le-ngth: 35km

9.25km
Underground

24.64km

Elevat

NAVI
MUMBAI

For the new Metro Line 8,
however, the state and central
governments will each contrib-
ute 20% of the cost as viability
gap funding (VGF) and the rest
will come from the contractor.
The state decided to opt for this
model to make the project finan-
cially feasible for the operator. It
wanted to avoid the PPP model
used to build Metro Line 1 (Ghat-
kopar to Versova).

The proposed Metro Line 8

was one of many decisions
cleared by the cabinet commit-
tee on infrastructure on Tues-
day. Fadnavis said approval was
also given toa 66-km Nashik City
Ring Road, to be developed
through the Maharashtra State
Road Development Corporation
(MSRDC).

The green signal was also
given for the revised alignment
of the Navegaon Mor to Surjagad
highway in Gadchiroli district.
The new four-lane highway will
facilitate transportation of min-
erals even as the state approves
mining projects in the district.

Fadnavis directed the authori-
ties to launch these mega-infra-
structure projects only after land
acquisition and all the necessary
permissions were obtained. He
also said these projects should
be completed within three years
after land acquisition.

He also directed that work on
the extended stretches of the
Samruddhi Mahamarg (Mum-
bai-Nagpur  Expressway),
namely the Nagpur-Gondia and
Bhandara-Gadchiroli stretches,
be expedited. He added that an
‘auto-mode’ system be developed
to provide financial incentives to
contractors who meet their
project deadlines,
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Navi Mumbai airport plans to
start int’l operations by June

N N S P

HYDERABAD

autam Adanl-owned
Navi Mumbs Interma-
tonal Alrport expects

o start intermational opera-
thons by June, afier obdaining
clearance for night flving
operations inthe next month,
the Arm's top executive sabil.
Further, easkng billsteral
agreements to allow forelgn
adrlines o operae mone fights
to Inwlla—at lenst utdl ndian
alrlines bulld up sufficlent
capacity—was 8 necessity,
Arun Bansal, chibef executive
offleesr of Adani Afrport Hold-
Ings Led, told Afiws a1 the
Wings lndia 2026 event in
Hyderabad on Wednesday.
Bansal told reporters in
Oietober that intemstional are-
limes sire e xpected 1o jodn after
the alrport recelves permits
Tor night operations. Forelgn
carriers will get a one-year
widver on parking fees, which
domestie carriers will nom
recedve, e sabd ot the thme.
Mol Muabd sdpport started
operations a little over a
mcrth ago, with ity first Mght
on 25 Decemiber. Thealrport is

Arun Bandsl, CEO Adanmi
iirport Holdings

oypees fronm Bam b Span dadly
anid can handbewp to 10 ights
peer howir, India's top three adr-
lines—IndiCeo, Alr India and
Alcasa Alr—and reglonal car-
rier Star Alr have stared
domestic operations from
Navi Mumbal alrport.

Since 25 Decomber, there
heve been 23 dally deparures
from the airport. This Ls
expected (o lnerease (o 34
tlally degermres from Febaou-
ary, the ogeerator sald ina press
statement in November.

The alrport crossed
W00 passengers within
thee first 19 days of commercial
operutions, aceording to the
latest update. Navi Mumbal

alrport fwees teething lssues
with regard to setwork con-
nectivity. Lack of mobdle net-
winki slgnals anad patchy cover-
age havebeen reported at the
newly lnnugarated abrport.
NMIAL sl elghth atrpon
owned by Adanl Alrpors
Haodding, s wholly cwmed sub-
sidiary of Adanl Enterprises,
which is the Negship of the
Ahmedabad based conglom-
erate, Adani Alrports oge rles
ani muanages alrports prima-
rily through public-private
purtnerships. They include
Ahmedabad, Lucknow, Mun-
galum, Jalpur, Guwahatl,
Thiruvamanthagram, Mom-
bl s Marvd Mumbad adrports.
The alrgssrt baisiness con-
tribusted B to the total con-
soliclated Income of Adand
Enterprises and 21% to the
tastal Ebsdgeka. liscoamne fromthe
alrport business jumped 27%
1o €8, 062 erore In FY25.
Adlanl Adrpaorts {5 the sec-
omd-larmest slrport operator in
Lraclize I termis ol revenie, after
GME
ablishek fowofive-
I

For an ertended version of

i stary, go fo livemint com.
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Airports Authority of India organises inter
departmental cricket tournament for officials

MUMBAL: It gives immense pleasure to inform that the Airports
Authority of India (AAl) through its Regional Sports Control Board,
Westemn Region has organised Inter Departmental (Men & Women)
Cricket Tournament and AAI HOD Cricket in T 2020 format for the
officials working at regional headguarters, Western Region, on 0" line
ground of New Airport Colony, Mumbai from 27.01.2026 to 03.02.2026.
There are 14 teams consisting of 7 teams each of Men's and Women's
comprising of 182 players representing various departments of AAL
The team of non official women i.e. Kalyanmayeehas participated in
the same event. Prem Prasad N-reglonal executive director, WR &
president- RSCE, WR as chief guest has inaugurated the Tournament.
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BIAL mulls app-based access for
pvt taxis at KIA Tl pickup zones

Suchith.Kidiyoor
@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: After controver-
sy erupted over shifting priva-
te and individual airport taxi
operators to the P4 parking
area of Terminal 1 of Kempe-
gowda International Airport
(KIA), the operator of the KIA,
Bengaluru International Air-
port Limited isnow exploringa
new system to allow these vehi-
cles access to the KSTDC air-
port taxi pick-up zone, which
is located about 100 metres
from the arrival point.
According to officials, BI-
AL is working with Karnata-
ka State Tourism Develop-
ment Corporation (KSTDC) to
use the latter’'s mobile applica-
tion platform to provide access
to the pick-up zone. A trial run
of the application began Tues-
day If the system is found to be
feasible, drivers will have to re-
gister on the KSTDC platform
and furnish passenger details
along with the flight PNR to ac-
cess the pick-up zone near the
terminal. This would enable
drivers to pick up passengers
as they exit the arrival point.
Atpresent, these taxis were
moved to P4, which is located

Photo for :epr\os.enl atian

.5 PACE OF CONTENTION

around 800 metresfromthear-
rival point of Terminal 1.
BIAL is working on the
new arrangement after hol-
ding meetings with driver
unions that were agitating
against the recent traffic ma-
nagement changes at KIA, as
well as elected representati-
ves. “BIAL, in collaboration
with KSTDC, plans to launch
a structured and digitised
framework through which
commercial cabs which don't
fall under the airport’s autho-
rised network will be able to
access the pick-up lanes at
T1,” a BIAL spokesperson sa-
id. A senior KSTDC official sa-
id, “There is a proposal to use
KSTDC platform to provide
access to pick-up lanes for dri-

Not all happy

" omedrivers remain
sceptical about the
proposed system. Ramesh
Hof Bruhat Bengaluru Taxi
Drivers' Union said, “It will
comeatacosttodriversas
a third party is developing
and maintaining the app. It

is unclear how this will
benefit over 20,000 drivers
who were moved to P4, We
are asking BIAL to create an
arrangementthatis
convenient for both
passengers and taxi
operators, without placing
any financial burden.”

verscurrently operating from
P4. 1t is too early to comment
on its feasibility, Once the tri-
al run is completed, adecision
will be taken based on the out-
come and further discussions
with BIAL.”

The decision to move con-
ventional airport taxis and
private operators to P4 in Dec
sparked criticism. Many
complained about the difficul-
ty of reaching the pick-up po-
intwith luggage and children.
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KIA forex outlet pulled
up for unfair charges

Consumer Panel Orders Relief Of 25k, Litigation Cost

Vindhya.Pabolu
@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: A routine forex
transaction after a Bangkok
trip landed three Electronics
City residents in a consumer
dispute, with a consumer dis-
puteredressal commission in
the city holdinga KIA airport
money exchange outlet guilty
of unfair trade practices for
charging differential curren-
cy conversion fees and orde-
ring compensation for the
complainants.

CONSUMER &
ISKING &

The commission hench of
president Shivarama K and
members Chandrashekar S
Noola and Rekha Sayvanna-
var, on Jan 9, 2026, ordered
Ebixcash World Money to re-
fund the differential amount
by recalculating conversion
charges at9.84% . It wasdirec-
ted to pay Rs 5,000 in compen-
sation and litigation costs,

In Jan 2025, brothers Vin-
cent KJ, 52, and Joy KJ, 54,
along with their father Jacob
AJ 70, returned to Bengaluru
from Bangkok. The family al-
leged staff at the airport offe-
red to convert the Thai Baht
they were carrying into Indi-
anrupees at Rs2.41 per Baht.

The travellers handed
over the Baht in three parts
equalling Rs 26,470, Rs 29,190,
and Rs 27,200 to the exchange

NOT A FAIR EXCHANGE, SA\'S FAMII.Y

® In Jan 2025, brothers Vincent
KJ, 52, and Joy KJ, 54, with their
father Jacob AJ, 70, returned to
Bengaluru from Bangkok

@ Staff at the airport offered to
convert the Thai Baht they were
carrying into Indian rupees at
Rs 2.41 per Baht

@ Travellers handed over Baht
in three parts equalling Rs
26,470, Rs 29,190 and Rs 27,200
to exchange house

@ Later, they realised the firm
had levied exorbitantly high
conversion charges, which,
along with 18% GST,

amounted to Rs 20,697

® The family had earlier paid
only a nominal Rs 50 handling
fee plus 18% GST when buying
Baht in Basavanagudi prior to
their international trip
@ They filed consumer

| complaint on Aug 29

house. Later, they realised
Ebixcash World Money had
levied exorbitantly high con-
version charges, which, along
with18% GST, amountedtoRs
20,697. The charges came as a
shock as they had paid only a
nominal Rs 50 handling fee
plus 18% GST when buying
Baht in Basavanagudi prior
to their trip. Feeling cheated,
the family filed a consumer
complaint on Aug 29, alleging
unfair trade practices,

The exchange house argu-
edthat conversionrates, char-
ges, GST, and terms were cle-
arly displaved at the outlet,
and that the complainants had
approached it voluntarily It
added that KIA is a restricted
area, where operational costs
such as rent run into crores,
making airport rates higher
than city exchange rales.

After reviewing the docu-
ments and hearing both the
parties, the IIl Additional
Bengaluru Urban District
Consumer Disputes Redres-
sal Commission ruled that
the family had paid between
Rs 6,323 and Rs 7,465 in con-
version charges at the air-
port, whereas city-based ex-
change houseschargedonlya
nominal fee of Rs250.

The commission noted:
“Onthesame day, for the same
foreign currency, different ra-
tes were applied without any
rational basis. Such differen-
tial charging, without trans-
parency or uniformity, is dis-
criminatory and clearly amo-
unts to an unfairtrade.” It ob-
served the money exchange
outlet had failed to disclose
the percentages charged, de-
nving informed consent.
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Metro 8 gets green light to
link city’s two int’] airports

Clara Lewis &
Manthan K Mehta tun

Mumbai: The state cabinet
sub-committee on infrastruc-
ture on Tuesday cleared the
Metro Line 8 project to link
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
International Airport
(CSMIA) in Andheri and Navi
Mumbai International Air-
port (NMIA).

The 35km route will run
9km underground from And-
heri to Eastern Express High-
way at Ghatkopar, then trans-
ition to an elevated track along
the Ghatkopar-Mankhurd
Link Road until Mankhurd. Tt
will have 20 stations, and will
be connected to Lokmanya Ti-
lak Terminus and two other ra-
ilway stations, chief minister
Devendra Fadnavissaid.

Metro Line 8 will form an
intersection with three other
Metro corridors enhancing
connectivity between Mum-
bai, Navi Mumbai, and the rest
of Mumbai Metropolitan Re-
gion (MMR). “The project will
be built through public private
participation (PPP). Centre
and state will provide equity of
20% each, and the rest willl be
provided by the private enter-
prise. We will try to complete it

CONNECTIVITY BOOST
Metro Lines
* Dahisar ()
o 7,TA D 4, 448
ey ]
Colony
Andheri
W) CSMIA Ghatkopar
Kurla « Vashi
—3 I ".‘7" H
Chembur NI.I.A
“ CSMT
Metro Line 8
Total length: 35km

20 stations; 14 elevated from
Govandi (W) station to NMIA
Terminal two stations & 6 under-
ground from CSMIA T2 station in
Andheri to Ghatkopar (E)

Estimated project cost: ¥22,862cr

in 3.5 vears,” said Fadnavis. It
will be the citv's second Metro
corridor to be executed under
the PPP model after the Verso-
va-Andheri-Ghatkopar Metro
1. It is projected to handle near-
ly9lakh passengers daily.
Metro Line 8 seeks to en-
hance connectivity between
Mumbai and Navi Mumbai, re-

duce travel time, and accom-
modate the growing passenger
demand at the city's two inter-
national airports. In addition,
Metro Line 84 is being planned
to connect Belapur to Mank-
hurd, the endpoint of MetroLi-
ne 2B (Dahisar-Andheri-Kurla-
Mandale). Metro Line 2B will
also offer an interchange with
Metro Line4A, which links Wa-
dala to Thane via the Eastern
Express Highway, LBS Road,
and Ghodbunder Road.

Having direct connectivity
between the two airports will
boost the development in MMR
and fulfill the goal of a $5 tril-
lion economy; said Cideo offici-
als.

Cidco has outlined further
plans to expand the Navi Mum-
bai Metro network, including
an extension of the existing Li-
neltoconnect Belapur directly
to NMIA. Additionally, Lines 2,
3,and 4 are proposed tolink Ta-
loja to NMIA, enhancing con-
nectivity for residentialand in-
dustrial hubs. Two new Metro
routes are also being planned
within the Navi Mumbai Air-
port Influence Notified Area.

With these developments,
the total planned Metro net-
work in Navi Mumbaiand NAI-
NA isexpected to span 70km.
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Probe ordered into
Ajit’s aircraft crash

SONU SHRIVASTAVA
MUMBAL, JAN. 28

An investigation has been
ordered into the aireraft
accident near Baramati
alrport that killed
Maharashtra deputy chief
minister Ajit Pawar and
four others on Wednesday
morning. Union eivil avi-
atlon Minister Kinjarapu
Ram Mohan Naidu sald
the probe would be con-
ducted in a transparent
manner to ascertain the
exact cause of the crash.
Preliminary reports
indicate that the char-
tered Learjet 45 attempted
to land around 8.48 am but
reported the runway was
not in sight. After execut-
ing a go-around, the pilots
received landing clear-
ance from Baramatl ATC
shortly before the crash.
DGCA and Aircraft
Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB) teams
have reached Baramati to
examine technical, opera-
tlonal, and environmental
factors. The aircraft (VT-

SSK), operated by VSR
Ventures Pvt Ltd, was on
the Mumbai-Baramati
sector with five onboard,
including two crew mem-
bers. All occupants sas-
tained fatal injurles. The
crew were Captain Sumit
Kapur, Pilot-in-Command,
and co-pilot Shambhavi
Pathak.

The jet, manufactured in
2010, had a valid
Certificate of
Alrworthiness and
recently passed regulato-
ry audits. The Pilot-in-
Command had over 15,000
flying hours, while the co-
pilot had ap uximalelr
1,500 hours. Baramati is
an uncontrolled airfield,
where traffic information
s provided by local
instructors or pilots

The aircraft first con-
tacted Baramatli at 8.18
am. On the second
approach to runway 11,
the crew reported the run-
way Initlally not visible
but later in sight. Clearad
to land at 8.43 am, no read-
back was received.
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‘Protectionism in bilateral
rights not good for anyone’

Indian carriers doing well, have no reason to fear competition: Etihad CEO

DEEPAK PATEL
Hpderatad, 38 larniamy

Protectionism in bitateral righis & not good
for anyone in mviation, and Indian sirlinees
nepd nop fear competition as they are
doing "very well”, said Antonoaldo Meves,
chief execurive afficer of Abu Dhabi-based
Erlhad Alrways, on Wednesday.

India Is reductant to expand bilsersl
ilying righis withthe UAE and Qatar, a8 West
Asia habs such as Dubal and Doha Baegely
function as transit paines for Indlan passen-
gers ravelling omwarnd to North Amerles
and Eumope — a cancem echoed by Trdian
carriers as they induct wide-body alreraft
and expand non-stop long-laul flights.

0n the other hand, airporm operstoes
such as Adani Alrports Holdings have told
the governument that expanding bilateral
rights |s necessary to fully urilise the large
capacities belng added af magor Indian ade-
ports & well a3 new greenfield alrpons
such as Navi Mumbal and Molds.

Neves, inan interdew with Business S
ool 3 Wings India 2006 sumenit, sadd: “Inidsm
carriers ane dolng very well T laow there were
same challenges rcenty b indiGo lsstil ane
afthe mosr valuable alrliness In equiny markers
e weorldd: Adzesa Al bs growing s Jot Adr Indes
s knvesting o bot_ T think this mentality thst
Tracl s el peess fear competitham b-an old men-
ralbty froem the days when the Indisn aidines
were nit dolng well”

A bilateral alr services agreement
berween India and Abu Dhabl sllows
50,000 weekly seats for alrlines from each

side. Abu Dhabd-based carriers have fully
umilsed thelrallocarions, whils 1000056505
avatlableto Indian carriers remalnunmsad,

“Ifthe Indian carriers goto Abu Dhabi’s
alrport operatortoday and they say, look, ‘T
want touae the remaining 1o oo seats ko f
inbilareral rights’, Aba Dhabi alrpos oper-
arorls godng o say welcome. And Etihad is
going to say welcome as well. Bacause we
have a view that the more, the better._Wa
dont belleve that proceceiondsm is good for
anyone,” Nevessaid.

Erthad, e said, has been parmess with
varkods Indisn carriers (n one form or ano-
ther for quite same tme. “We train IndiGo
jpilots at Evhad's pilo trainkng Eaciliny. 101
feared IndiGo, wivwywould I be training thelr
pllicsts? I hurve an interdine sgreement with
Adr Indlia. We sedl tickets together, We
Tuve a codeshare agresmert with Ak-
a=a Weare all partners._Idonrihink
the Indian carrers are in & sinsation
whiere they nieed 1o be protected

When asked abour hisdiscussions
with Indian airport operators, he

©6WE WANT TRAFFIC
RIGHTS TO (MDLAL BUT
WHILE WE DOM'T GET
T, WE &RE i
[MCREASIMNG FLIGHTS |
TO BANGHOK,
PHUKET, HOMNG
KOMG, ETCY
Anboenaldo Meves,
CED, Eithad Alraays

replied. *We dotalkiothem. They want us to
fly morehere. And it s goingto happen. Car-
rently, we bring mose than v million people
tolndis {msmy ol them tourkss) every yveas. 1
don't kmow of any developing country that
(xS 1ot WinE more tourss.”
Neves:sali thar until shout two yvears ago,
his sirline was not fully utilising its allored
traffbe Hghis and therefore did nog sesk addi-
tionad access. He noted that thase righis have
since been fully used, while Indian carriers
el hove sround 10,000 sests avallable
underexdsting bilaterals. Acconding o him,
the gueston ofepening up addithonal traffic
righis s Hkely to arise ondy after Indian ade-
lines exhanst this remabning capacity,
jpossibly 55 carly 55 next year.
“Erllad & mot In 8 mush We'rs
growing 20 per cent per year. We
hezwe a lot of opporiunities all over
the woeld. We want rraffic rights
tolndis. Burwhilewe don't gerlr,
wease kncreasing fights to Bang-
ko, Phikeer, Hong Kong ete”
“Last year, we could have
adiled Goa if Goa was open for us,
Tt we cowabd not. [oowkd heve
added more flights o
Hyderahad or Dedhi
o Mavi Mumibal
almport. Bt 1
need  traffie
rightstodothar
I think it [more
rights] is golng
o happen”
hesald.
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Cost per seatdoes
not work for most
regional jets: Boeing

DEEPAK PATEL
Hydorakad, 18 gy

The number af regional aircrafl in
Liwclia is unlikely o exceed 10 even
wrveer b 1wl 20 yesrs, o Ui ool per
Seil o rote does notwork for most
airfines, sxid Ashwin Naidu (pic-
Finred), managing diredtorol madkef-
i fior India and Evrpss st Boeing
Cortmrencia] Plaies, on Wednesday
His comments axme oy alfler
Brazilian sircraft-maker Embraer
and Adani Defence &
Aeroipace sipned @
memsorancdum al
e taneling (Mol T)
o establish a regional
aircrall-manufaciue-
ing Garility in India.
Regionsl jets are
sxsall jet-powerned
plunes designed 1o
carry around 50-100
passetgers on shon
rocites, &uch & the
Embraer Ei75 or Bomi-
hamdisr CELT series, auil
Inalia currently opes-
ates Fewer that 10 ol therm. A singie-
alele plane ke the Airbus AT000r
Boseinyg, 737 is lasger with 150-200
Segils, e fordomeestic and inters-
tional shon-tomediam-hal routes.
Al Wings India 2026 Surmmil,
Maidhiredensed Boeing s commencial
market ceitlook. The Sauth Asian
region’s lleet ix expected 1o fse from
he current 795 sircrafl to 3200 by
20g, nearky a four-fold increase in
hat period, hesaid. The growth will
be driven by single-aide and wide-
bady atreradt while the mimber af
regimal jets (s expected to remain
hebow 10 even by D0
“En tenmns ol pegioml jeis, ves, the
b i5 sroall Bt 1wl tefl you
Lheat each yesrithat we have d one this
Torecadt, the niimber has continied

o remmain simall 5o, 10l 15 years
agin, our i whak just thal —less
than i Add 4o ook a1 hoil we
are doimyg iodsy, relative 1o our fore-
casl 80-15 yesurs agn, the only aidine
oy that actually operates them
(regiomal aircraft) in bl & comrmer-
cially is Sear Afr. which, sgain iz a
very samall iuimber,” be said.

"5 Ear, | would say providly that
oir forecast has been right for the
East sevieral yenrs on regionaljets " he
ackded

Madrh s regioresl
jets e ecoimoimise dgid
airpart capacity chal-
lenigesi in India, as
rouibes cudckly outgrow
small mircralk, making
single-gisks  planes
more viahle for long-
lerm operationg.

Now, going [or-
ward, we sl continue
tr  maintain  that
regsonal ts are a chal-
lenge in Indfia's avi-
aliom mdrkel, becsume,
b Succeed in Inadian
avialion, you need ‘seat-mile econ-
amics’, which is basically taking the
cosl b operate o Aight and dHvding
that bry the nunmiberofsests. Andthat
(Seal-mile scomomics) i a challenge
even with knger aircrafl. Therefone,
it betomes. an even higeer challenge
with regional jets. Sa thal's ane
resisman,” he saidl

“And. the secondoaie & whenyou
koo at airports in Dndss that are
alkready constraine] and congested,
you wanl Lo use the higher-capacity
aarcrall. Regsanal jets rivny loak good
i ear omne or year Do of openison,
bul wery quickly the markel out-
grows The regiomal jet, and that’s
why, ultimalely, India's aviation
muoarked reqyuires single-aidle scon-
aics” heeplained.

HAL aims for
25% civil aviation
revenue share
in10 yrs: CMD

Hydorabad, 28 famary

Hindisstan Aeroiautics Limited (HAL) aims £o raise
thesbaneolcivil aviation marmiGaeturing in s iotal ney-
eriie Lo ahoull 25 per cenl aver the nest 10 years, fnom
aroiind -6 per oot o present, driven by expisctsd
strong sales of the BF-00 ainctall, H-18 phaiies, and
Dttty MG helicopters, HAL Chsirman and Managiog
Diinsctor (MDD K Senil said on Wednesday,

HAL & in the process of obtaining civil certifice-
tian froon the Directorate General o Civil Aviation
[DGCA) for the Dhruy New Generation (MG) hals-
copter, which i infended for comemendal and cidil-
lan operations. The Dieniv helikopter has so G
larg=ly been operited in military and governmemnl
rodes, andl [hetsw NG variant isbeing deveboped and
certifed specifically for civil use.

“Werempact the cenification o be completed inthe
next two mogilbe. Pawan Hars today signed a pact
wiith HAL 1o buy 10 Dhruy NG helicogiers, wiich
vkl be e for alfshaore operatioos of 08 and Nans-
al Gas Corparation (0NGCL” Sumnil sxid, adding thal
the maimbenandc: supporn for these helicoptens is
nssiired a5 the companm is makng engines itse{l

Speaking at & press conference on the sidelines of
Uhe Wikniges Idis 2006 sy, Sumil saddEhe company
i i dlscussions with the Bosder Security Fono: [BSFL,
which is interested in aciuiring about four Doy NG
belivogiens. HAL i also in lalks with stale goiem-
mets, Such o8 Oddesha and Kamiataka, whichire kesnn
tior procire thess helicoplens or YVIP tnnsportatian.
He sxid HAL can prodidce ol least 15 comimencial
Dhruy NG helicopiersina year, subject todemund.

On Oetober 77, 3005 HAL siener o metnorinduim
of understancing (Mol?) with Russia’s Urnited Air-
craft Corparation (UACHN Mosoow to collabarate an
e production of the S1-a00civil aincrafl in India.

Sumil said the commpany plans o dnitially source
10-20 S0-p0D pircrlll room Bossis oves the next 1-1.5
years, and lease themn (o Indian airffines 1o ander-
stand the maintenance regidirements. “We are cur-
rently in descissions with two aircralft operators for
this plare ™ hesicl, adding rhat dorsestic prodiusction
ofthe EJ-100 is expected tobeginin abol three years,

The SkiD0 is 8 Peio-engine, daroow-body
gl jet clesigred o carry arotmsd 100 pasiengers
o short- 10 medivin-haial routes.
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Maha Dy CM Ajit Pawar, 4
others killed in plane crash

DEEPES PATEL
Fycrabond 16 |y

Mzharasham ¢ Chilef Miinister Al
Pawaran fowrothers ded onWednesday
moming when their plane crashed while
lndicg ot Baramati alrport in the state,
sakd the Directoeane Creteeral of Chil dwi-
atiom {DECAL

i Leanet 45 (VT-55E) alromlt, ope-
ated by VER Veotumes Privase Limded,
crash-landed st Baramael alrport easly
Wosdinssclmy. Thene weee five personned on
beard, including Maharsshir Depity
Chef Minister ASt Pawar. slong with two
miare persne (3 perscnal securtyafficer
and an miendart ) and two crew memhers
{pllot-in~command mnd first officery® the
regulator sald in s sintement.

VER 15 a noer-achedubed chartes oper-
ator hesed ourof Delhi - Thersmuiameclan-
fiesd thiak noess of the frve persons: onboand
surctved the crash.

Haramat isan *uncontmiled” alrfield,
meaning it does not have a full-fledged air
trafic control (ATC power fssuing manda-
sory cleamnces. Instead, rrac informa-
tlon s relayed by lsructors o pliots from
local flying training organisations, the
DGCAsaaed.

The foliowing Enformation was pre-
wiadedd o the DaGCA by the Indivicual who
Wi manningthe ATCat Bammati alrpon.

cronding in this person, the aremit
first eszahliched comitact at 218 am. The
next comenuniction oocurmed when the
alrerftwes 30 nastical mils: from Bara-
matt, ofter belnz released by “Pune
Approach Comtrol,”™ which manages ajr-
cral o that

Thecrewws advised io-descend under
“wimaal Metennoiogionl condtions,” mean-
Ing it was exqpected tomaintain visual el
eremce with the ground rrher than rely
solely oninsinements, o fisown dscresion.

The crew asked the person man-
ning the Baramat ATC ahout wind condl-
tinns amd visibility and was informed that
wrinds wese catm.and visibilitrwas amousd
3,000 metres. The aircraft lster repored
that it was.on fGnal appeoach o Runway 11,
which refers o the e of landing
whenanaircraft ks writh che: ranwary.

Howeser, the crew sited that the
ey s It inskghe andinitated ago-
around, 2 standand safety manceuyte B
whichalinding s shored and the
climshe toattempt another appemch.

Theremalins of the plane, which crash-landed at Barmmari sirport

After the go-around, the flight crew
again reported bedng on firal sppeoach for
Ruzmwary 11 B was asked to repart once the
namway was visible, Initlally, the crew
mernbens sl the runway wis notinsigh,
e seronds bt e cord rmesd tha they
could see it

AT e 3 am, the alrcral wis cleared to
land on Rurmway 11, alchough the crew did
nat ackmowledge or fepeat the landing
clearanre, which s normally requirsd to
congirem und

ArB:34 omL perscnrnes ar the minbeld
ofterved (fames near the threshold of
Rummway 11, which s the begimningg portion
af the rumway usmed for landing. Emeng-
ency services immedimely nashed to the
she The alremb weecksge wes found on
the lefi side of the rumwey, adpcent o the
theeshald ol Rusreay 13. The Alrczadt Acci-
e Invvestigation Bures bes taken over
thednvesiigation imiothe crash The Diee-
snrGemernlaf the Adrermalt Accident Inmves-
tigation Buses (AXE) was procesding bo
fthe acrident site, the DGCA sl

Tt adided that further details will be
shared g and when they become mailohle,

The DGCA sadd that tbe alecraft
irmvobved An e crash wes flown by a pilot-
in-comenand wh held an “Aldine Trans-
ot ot Licenee, " the highest level of plloc
cenification, and bad more than 15,000
hais of fhing eperience. His lesmedioal
samination wasoondicied on Kovermber
165, 2o e was valld ussil Ky 10, Do

BaulITI: FTi

Hix mast recent “instnsment rating and
il proficiency check” — periodicevalu-
ations that assess a pllot's ablkiny co fly In
poarvisibiliny anc handle emergencies —
Wi campleted on Auguss 18, 2085

According to the DGCA, the oo-pilot
held a comumesciall pilos llcencs and bisd
apprmimatedy 1500 hosrsol ying expen-
ence. Hislst medical examination weson
July 13, 200 valld il Dby 24, 06, and
‘his las insinenes mtirg and peofi cency
check was comduced on July z 008

The DGCA lzstcondicted a egulatory
Fuclit SfVER Ventures in Febnumny 5008 Mo
Tlevel-1” findings were lssusd, meaningno
sevions safery vinlatinns were demiifisd
during thar asdii, the DOCAsald.

Eanfier, on Sepiember 1. 533 anather
Learjet 44 operated by the company twith
registrahon nuerber ¥ T-DHEL | wees ievvrhvesd
inan accident during landing at Mumbad
alrpoet. Thee incident bs carrently under
lrvestigagion bythe AAME, the DGCA sl

VER Vemtures' initlal abr pperstor

lighe operazions —
e [smeed o April 22, 20y, and was lask
renewed oo Apell 3, 2033 The permk s
vt il Aol 30, s
The openator has & flest of 17 alrcnft,
inclisding seven Learjet 4% alecmlt one of
witthrh was imvnbeed (o ths accident], fve
Emwaer ;88 i, four KingAdr Baoo
aircraft, and ome Pilamus FC-12alsormft_ the
DGCAsms].
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Tour plansdisruptedas West Asia tensions
&unrest lead to ﬂlghtcancellatlons

ASRA MAVAD
BENGALURU, DHNS

s tensions between the United
Af[ams and Iran rise, airlines are
ancelling or rerouting flights to
Europe and Central Asia,

On January 27, IndiGo cancelled all
flights to and from Thilisi (Georgia),
Almaty (Kazakhstan), Tashkent (Uz-
bekistan), and Baku (Azerbaijan) until
February 11, as these routes pass over
Iranian airspace.

“Taking into account developments
around Iran... We are taking a cautious
and proactive approach, with custom-
er and crew as our highest priority,”
read a statement from the airline,

Flights from India to these cit-
ies take six to seven hours. IndiGo
operates A320neo aircraft on these
routes, which lack the range for longer
alternatives,

Recently, the airline cancelled the
Delhi-Thilisi and Mumbai-Almary
Services.

Earlier this month, the European
Union Aviation Safety Agency issued
an advisory on flying over Iranian

airspace due to increased risks to civil
aviation.

Trending destinations
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, and Azer-
baijan remain top destinations for
Bengaluru travellers.

The situation has left travellers
stranded.

“I was set to fly to Thilisi this week,
but my flight is cancelled. I will get
arefund, but prices have more than
doubled. | am unsure about rebook-
ing,” said Mohammed Muhith, who

had booked a five-day vacation for his
family of three.

Another couple planning to visit
Uzbekistan in early February remains
wary. As many Central Asian destina-
tions lack direct flights to Bengaluru,
tourists rely on connecting flights.

“Most people from Bengaluru use
connecting flights through Thailand,
as they are cheaper. Round-trip flights
cost Rs 25,000 to Rs 30,000," said
Rajiv Mehrotra, executive director of
Holiday Concierge.

In the past six months, G0-70% of
Mehrotra’s international bookings
from Bengaluru were to Central Asia.

“For those who have already trav-
elled in Southeast Asia, this is some-
thing new. It is cheaper than Europe.
With the Vietnam trend fading, people
are now looking at these places.” he
added.

The increase in Indian tourism has
led to the popularity of Indian cuisine
in these destinations, said Rohit
Hangal, director of Sphere Trav-
elmedia and Exhibitions. He added
that Central Asia is likely to attract
more tourists this year.
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Air India unveils
custom-styled
cabin interiors of
Boeing 787-9

AJITH ATHRADY
HYDERABAD, DHN3

Air India on Tuesday un-
veiled the custom-styled
cabin interiors of its first
line-fit Boeing 787-9 aircraft
on Tuesday here.

This is an important step
in the airline’s ongping fleet
and brand transformation
under the Tata Group. The
aircraft, registered as VT-
AWA, is the first wide-body
jet to rall out of Boeing's
production line specifical
Iy to Air India's design and
specifications, a statement
from the company said,

Detivered om January Laf-
teranon-stop flight from Ev-
erett, Washington, to Delhi,
the Dreamlinerisscheduled
ioenter commercial service
on the Mumbai-Frankfurt
route from February 1.

In the days tocome, itwill
also be deployed across oth-
er European destinations,
aswellasroutesto East Asia
and Australia.

“The arrival of this new
Boeing 787-9, the first pro-
duction widebody from the
470 aircraft-strong order
signed three years agp, is 8
significant moment in Air
India’s S-year Vihaan.Al
transformation programme,
= Campbell Wilson, Chief
Executive Officer f Manag-
ing Director, Air India, told
reporters here.

All 26 existing TE7-8
aircraft are currently un-
dergoing rerrofit, while 19
additional 787-9 aircraft
will be delivered with iden-
tical interiors. The retrofit
programme is expected to
be completed by mid-2027,
with the first upgraded air-
craft rerurning to service in
the coming weeks,
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UNHAPPY TRACK RECORD IN AIR

Ajit Pawar Diesin
Crash; Spotlight on
Poor Charter Safety

Many fatal crashes of non-scheduled operators

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: The crash of the
Bombardier Learjet 45 in Bara-
mati on Wednesday that killed
Maharashtra deputy chief mi-
nister Ajit Pawar, along with fi-
ve others, highlights the patchy

The Crashes

Mahalaxmi
Aviation
helicopter

Samvardhane
Technologies
Cessna

May tdune
Pinnacle Air | Aryan Aviation

helicopter helicopter
Aero Trans ; Kestral Aviation
helicopter | helicopter

safety record of non-scheduled
operators in the country, said
experts and aviation officials.

Last year, after a series of heli-
copter crashes at Kedarnath,
Directorate General of Civil Av-
iation (DGCA) inspectors un-
dertook an extensive audit of
rotary wingaircraft.

They found multiple cases in
which components were used
bevondexpirvdate. “Insomeca-
ses, the same component was ta-
ken out and then refitted with
false diary entries —violations
were rampant,” said an official
whodidn't want to be named.

VK Singh, director of VSR
Ventures, operator of the busi-
ness jet that was carrying Pa-
war, ruled out technical issues,
and instead blamed possible vi-
sibility issueson the runwaw

Cutting Corners, Taking Risks »» 14
RELATED REPORTS »+ 5

mHC Notice to DGCA on
Pilot Rules Rollback »» 11

Cutting Corners, Taking Risks

»+From Pageil

Apart from the Air India acci-
dent in Ahmedabad, last vear
saw eight fatal crashes. Five of
them were helicopters operated
by non-scheduled operators.

According to a report by con-
sultancy Asian Sky Group, the
number of business jets in India
grew 12%, from 150 to 168, the
third-fastest growth in the re-
gion, behind Singapore and Vi-
etnam.

Industry executives said cut-
ting corners on safety has beena
widespread practice among
non-scheduled operators. Big
corporate houses such as Reli-
ance and Adani Group maintain
their own jets, as do some other
corporations and individuals,
Bevond that, brokers and ow-
ners leasing aircraft to third-
party charter operators have
mushroomed.

“In such cases, the operator ta-
kes upthoseaircraft from indivi-
dual owners in return for an ag-
reed amount,” said the chief pi-
lot of a charter company. “The
operators then have to sweat the
asset asmuch as possible, which
leads to cutting corners in main-
tenance and training stan-
dards.”

These operators are not bound
by strict commercial airline-le-
vel safety and training stan-
dards, often flying under the ra-
dar of DGCA's surveillance pro-

eess, said people with knowled-
geof the matter,

Many charter operators func-
tion with lean technical and sa-
fety teams.

“Consider an operator with
three aiveraft. The regulation de-
mands that he gets post holders
like head of training, safety, stan-
dards. This leads to high cost and
the operator then cuts corners in
safety” said an executive at a
charteroperator “Whileamainli-
ne airline will not risk flying an
aircraft with an expired compo-
nent, as it may kill its repatation,
a charter operator may risk that
for one small flight.”

Adding to the complexity, most
charter operators {fly to remote
airports that may not have ro-
bustairtraffic control and radar

acilities, adding to the chances
of a pilot or technical fault tur-
ning critical.

Preliminary investigation sug-
gests Wednesday's crash oceur-
red amid poor runway visibility,
Baramati airport doesn’t have
weather radar or advanced navi-
gatlon eguipment.

Compared with commercial
passenger airline crashes, the
toll in charter accidents are
much less and therefore tend to
generate smaller headlines. Be-
sides, such mishaps tend to oc-
cur at small, out-of-the-way air-
ports. “Had it not been Ajit Pa-
war, no one would have bothe-
red,” said the person cited.
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M IndiGo Eyes 40% Int’l
Capacity by 2030: CEO

HYDERABAD: Bullish on
w international expansion,
IndiGo CEQ Pieter Elbers

on'Wednesday said the
airline aims tohave nearly 40%
overseas capacity and have a total of
over 4,000 daily flights, including
domestic ones. by 2030, IndiCohasa
fieet of 440 planes and operates over
2,200 ) |ghts. Elbers said the airling
aims ta carry 200 million passengers
and operate over 4 000 routes by
2030.In 2025, the carrier flew 124
million passengers. Elbers said. "We
are alit for purpose airline”
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HC Issues Notice to DGCA
on Delay in Pilot Rest Rules

Court says flight
duty rules cannot
be kept in abeyance

Indu Bhan

New Delhi: The Delhi High
Court on Wednesdny issuied
notice tothe Directorate Gene
ral of Civil Aviation (DGCA)
on a petition challenging the
aviation regulator’s decision
to keep in abeyvance imple
mentation of new Night duty
time limitation (FD'TL) rules
for alrlines till February 10

The temporary relaxation
was provided only to IndiGo
following an operational melt-
down at India’s lirgest airline
Inst December For long-haal
and ultra longhaul Nights of
Air India, the extension will
continue till March 31. Carri
ersare pushing for anotherex
tension as well

“It (rules) has a direct link
with the safety of the pnsseng
ers,” adivision bench of Chief
Justive  Devendra Kumar
Upadhyava and Justice Tejas
Karia sald, hearing a petition

filed by former alrcraft engl
poer Sabari Roy Lenka. “The
regulntor has provided some
regulations. Unless it is chal-
lenged or there s some flaw,
they (DGCA) need to enforce
it. They (rules) have not been

practically followed, They
must be implemented.”
Seeking enforcement of ru-
les, she claimed that DGCA do-
esn’t have the authority to ke
ep in abevance the riles that
are moant to IJ'[llII'lI‘.'I"' -r.'I'I g
management” ol pllots,
However, the DGCA opposed
Lenka's locuos to file the peti
tion, saying a single judge of
the HC waz already hearing a
contempt petition filed by the
Federation of Indian Pilots
and the Indian Pilots Guild
Against exemptions given to
airline operators from imple-
menting the new FDTL norms.

However, the judges satd Len-
ka's locus can't be ruled out
completely as she had been an
aircraft engineer, whose func-
tions were directly linked to
passenger safety, "1t is in pub
le interest Plea before the
single judge won't debar
others,” said the bench, pos-
ting the matterfor further hea
ringon Thursday.

The petitioner also sought di
roctions o restralin .'!!.l'l!.[il‘.‘n.
from calling thomselves low-
cost as there was no statutory
definition, classification or le-
gal recognition of a* Low-Cost
Alrdline”™ under the Alrcraft
Act, 1934, the Alrcraft Rules,
1937 ar any Civil Aviation He-
quirement (CAR)

Last year, the regulator intro-
duced the FDTL rules to im-
prove safety by lmiting the
duty hours of pilots, incren
ging rest periods, and redu
cing night landings. However,
IndiGo cancelled hundreds of
flights early December mainly
tue to a severe pilot shortage
following enforcement of the
new flving norms by the
DGOCA, It left thousands stran-
ded at airports across the co-
untry, forcing the government
tostep in toresolve the erisis
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AEROSPACE MAJOR EXPECTS SOUTH ASIATOADD 3,290 JETS BY 2044

Boeing sees India deliveries at
two aircraft a month this year

£
| ————

e W —g

WINGS INITIA
L2820
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YARUQHULLAH KHAN
Hyderabad, January 28

BOEINGESTIMATES THAT air-
craft deliveriestoits Indiancus-
tomers, including the Air India
group and Akasa Air, will aver-
age two planes a month in
2026, Ashwani Naidu, manag-
ing director, commercial mar-
keting, Boeing CommercialAir-
planes, said on Wednesday.

Speaking atthe Wings India
2026 air show launch at
Begumpet Airport in Hyder-
abad, Naidu said there were no
delays in aircraft deliveries to
Indian airlines.

In 2025, Boeing had said it
would supply, on average, two
planes per month as part of its
deals with Indian airlines. The
company delivered 14-15 air-
craft to Indian carriers that year.

He added that the US aero-
space giant is currently manu-
facturing 42 Boeing 737 MAX
aircrafta month globally and is
locking to increasethe produc-
tion rate further.

While presenting Boeing's
commercial marketoutlook for
Indiaand South Asia, Naidualso
said the company expects
South Asia to add 3,290 new
aircraftby 204 4,including 395

FINANCIAL EXPRESS

READ TO LEAD

EXPANDING MARKET

m Boeing delivered
14-15 aircraft
toIndian carriers
in 2025 E
B The US aerospace
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= Boeing has grappled .
with multiple headwinds
including regulatory action
amid safety concerns and

| astrike by its workforce

® India will need 45,000
new pilots, 45,000
technicians and 51,000
cabin crew by 2044,
estimates Boeing

® As part of its mega aircraft
order placed in 2023 with
Airbus and Boeing, the Air
India group ordered 220
Boeing planes

wide-bodyand 2,875 narrow-
body planes.

The world’s second-largest
aircraft manufacturer further
estimates that India will need
45,000 new pilots, 45,000
technicians and 51,000 cabin
crew by 2044. The US aero-
space major expects India's
economy to grow at a com-

ound annual growth rate
CAGR) of 5.1% over the next
20 years,while the country's
passengertrafficisprojectedto
grow at a CAGR of 7% till
2044, The slowdown in its
deliveries led to a deceleration
inaircraft additions in India in
2025, with domestic airlines
together adding an estimated
85-95 aircraft, down from
nearly 130in 2024,
Boeing has grappled with

Thu, 29 January 20826

multiple headwinds — includ-
ing regulatory action amid
safety concerns and a strike by
a section of its workforce —
which have significantlyslowed
aircraft production.

Following the mid-airdoor
plug blowout onan AlaskaAir-
lines flight in early 2024, US
regulators capped 737 MAX
production, while a workers’
strike at Boeing's Seattle facil-
ity further disrupted output.
These factors delayed deliver-
iestoseveral airlines,including
Akasa Air.

Theslowpace of production
hasimpacted airlines’growth
plans,including those ofthe Air
India group and Akasa Air,
which together ordered 446
Boeing aircraft over the past
couple of years. According to

https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/79844611

industry estimates, Boeinghas
so fardelivered around 65 of
those aircraft.

As part of its mega aircraft
order placed in 202 3 with Air-
bus and Boeing, the Air India
group ordered 220 Boeing
planes — 190 narrow-body 737
MAX aircraft, 20 wide-body
787 aircraft,and 10 wide-body
777X aircraft. Of the 190 737
MAXplanes, 50werewhite-tails
— aircraftbuilt for otherairlines
but transferred to the Air India
group following cancellations
— while the remaining 140
wereline-fit aircraft.

Timely aircraft deliveries
are critical to airlines’ fleet
andnetworkexpansionstrate-
gles, and slower-than-
expected deliveries could
weigh on their growth plans.

'390,000 used
IndiGo to travel
on Christmas'

INDIGO HAS HIGHLIGHTED
that despite the breakdown
of its flight operations due
to pilotissues at the start

of December 2025 the
airline had recovered
pperations to carry around
3.9 lakh passengers on
Christmas day. FE BUREAU

‘Review policy
on security tech':
Adani Airports

ADAN| AIRPORTS HAS
urged the Centre to create
a mechanism to review

and revise policies

around adoption of
advanced security
technology at airportsin
the country. FE BUREAU

Become
co-pilots, PM
tells investors

HIGHLIGHTING THE
GROWTH potential and
policy stability, Prime
Minister Marendra Modi has
invited investors to be
long-term partners and
co-pilots on the India’s

flight to success. PTI

&
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SEINAGAR

All 29 flights
cancelled at
Srinagar Airport; 7
at Jammu

Saqlb Malik
Srinagar, lan Z7

The fresh spell of snowfall
in Kashmiron Tuesday led
to the cancellation of all 29
flights scheduled to arrive
at the Srinagar Interna-
tional Airport.

Speaking to Greafer
Kashmir, Director Srinagar
Adrport, Javed Anjum, said
all flights to and from Sri-
nagar were cancelled due
to bad weather.,

“The continuous snow-
fall made it impossible to
operate the air traffic. As
a result, all flights for the
day had to be suspended,”
hesaid,

¥ See All 29 flights..onPg-08

Al 29 flights cancelled...

Anjum =a id men and machmnery were deploved to ensure
that the runway is clear for operations on Wednesday.

Earlier in the day, an airport spokesperson posted on
microblogging site X', "Due to adverse weather condi-
tions and continuous snowfall in Srinagar, the runway is
currently not available for safe aircraft operations. In the
interest of passenger safety, all flight operations to and
from Srinagar have been cancelled for the day.”

The spokesperson said airline and airport authorities
were closelvy monitoring the weather situation and would
resume operations as soon as conditions improve and the
runway is declared operational.

However, no flights could operate on Tuesday.

“Passengers are advised to check the latest flight status
with their respective airlines and stay updated through
official communication channels. We regret the inconve
nience caused and appreciate passengers’ understanding
and cooperation,” an airport official said.

Twenty-six flights to Srinagar were cancelled on Jano-
ary 23, owing to the season’s first snowfall in the summer
capital of J&K.

Meanwhile, seven flights were cancelled at the Jammu
Adrport due toa disruption in air traffic at Srinagar Alrport
owing to the snowfall

“The cancelled flights at Jammu included affected ser
vices of SpiceJet, Indigo, and Air India Express,” a.Jammu
airport official said.
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{ POST INDIGO OPERATIONS COLLAPSE IN DECEMBER }

Airlines seek easing of safety rules

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Four of the coun-
try’s five national airlines, which
together fly 95% of passengers,
are nudging the government to
relax the new crew rest rules that
came into force on November 1
last year, multiple officials told
HT, who said the companies con-
tend the regulation is unsustain-
able in the long run.

The rules pertain to what is
known as flight duty time limita-
tions (FDTL), which were tough-
ened after an arduous litigation
led by pilots who called for
stricter limits on how long and
what hours aviators can work for
airliners in the interest of passen-
ger salety.

“Airlines have approached the
ministry to ask for certain relaxa-
tions in the newly mandated
FDTL. Discussions are going on,”
said an official requesting ano-
nymity, and added that the mat-
ter was discussed during a par-
liamentary standing committee
meeting on December 17.

That meeting came days after
one of the worst aviation crises
in India when operations of
IndiGo, which has over 63% mar-
ket share, collapsed between
December 3 and 5.

A government inquiry
released earlier this month found
the airline “failed to adequately
identify planning deficiencies”
and maintained “minimal recov-
ery margins” despite having two
years to prepare for the regula-
tions.

At the time, IndiGo was

The FDTL rules pertain to how long and what hours aviators can
work for airliners, in the interest of passenger safety. AMI

allowed an exemption from the
FDTL rules till February 10, a
move experts at the time said
jeopardises safety.

The airline has since been
fined a record #20.2 crore for
being exempted from the rules,
and another 318 crore for sys-
temic oversight that led to its
December collapse, that left
300,000 passengers affected.

The new FDTL rules mandate
substantially tighter limits on
pilot working hours and rest
periods.

Weekly rest increased from 36
to 48 continuous hours, includ-
ing two full nights at the crew
member’s home base. The defini-
tion of night duty expanded from
midnight-5am to midnight-6am,
and airlines can now assign
pilots to only two consecutive

night duties instead of an unlim-
ited number. Night landings
were capped at two per week,
down from six previously.
Monthly flight time was reduced
from 125 hours to 100 hours in 28
days.

“The airlines have been firm
that the second set of the new
FDTL rules are not feasible for
airlines in the longer run. The
government however, has not
taken a decision on the matter
yet,” another official said, refer-
ring to the rules that came into
force in November.

IndiGo, Air India, Air India
Express, Akasa and SpiceJet did
not respond to requests for com-
ment from HT on whether they
were in talks for relaxation.

The civil aviation ministry did
not respond to requests for a

comment. An airline executive,
who spoke on condition of ano-
nymity, said “all airlines except
Spicelet and Alliance Air are in
discussions with the government
over the need for relaxations™.

An airline executive, from one
of the key carriers, said his com-
pany supported the move. “With
caps on airfares and the fluctuat-
ing geopolitical situation apart
from Pakistan airspace closure
has put enough stress on Indian
aviation.

The new FDTL means addi-
tional pilots, which is another
cost, hence the relaxation in
FDTL is being discussed in the
interest of the growth of the sec-
tor in India,” this person said,
asking not to be named.

The government imposed an
emergency fare cap on Decem-
ber 6 during the IndiGo crisis
after ticket prices spiked to
140,000-%1 lakh on certain
routes, reviving dormant Covid-
era fare band ceilings. The minis-
try said at the time the caps
would be relaxed once fares sta-
bilised. The bands are still in
place.

Pilots said such a push once
again is against the interest of
passenger safety. President of
Federation of Indian Pilots (FIP)
C S Randhawa, said, “Safety can-
not be compromised in any situ-
ation. If there is any untoward
incident, pilots are the first ones
to be blamed. The rest factor of a
pilot needs to be taken as a prior-
ity. Where there is will, thereisa
way, so the airlines who were
given time for two years, cannot
give excuses now.”
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HC seeks DGCAS stand on keeping
in abeyance norms for pilot rest

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday sought a res-
ponse from the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) on a plea challeng-
ing its decision to keep in
abeyance the revised flight
duty time limitation (FDTL)
rules, which prescribe rest-
ing time for pilots and crew
members.

Observing that once the
safety regulations are

framed, they must be en-
forced immediately unless
they suffered from legal in-
firmities, the Division
Bench of Chief Justice De-
vendra Kumar Upadhyaya
and Justice Tejas Karia di-
rected the counsel appear-
ing for the DGCA to obtain
instructions in the matter
by Thursday.

“... These regulations
have a direct nexus with sa-
fety measures for passen-
gers,” the Bench remarked.

The revised FDTL

norms, framed by the
DGCA in 2025, are aimed at
improving flight safety by
limiting the flying hours of
pilots and other crew mem-
bers. The new rules also re-
duced night landings, align-
ing with global fatigue risk
standards.

Following  large-scale
flight cancellations and op-
erational difficulties faced
by airlines in late 2025, es-
pecially IndiGo, these
norms were recently put on
hold.

In the public interest liti-
gation (PIL), the petition-
ers, including former air-
craft engineers, highlighted
that the revised FDTL regu-
lations aligned with global
safety standards prescribed
by the International Civil
Aviation Organization.
Keeping the norms in
abeyance compromised
passenger safety and un-
dermined the very objec-
tive for which the regula-
tions were framed, the PIL
contended.
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SC to hear Air India crash plea early
as NGO flags silence from govt., AAIB

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday agreed to give
a short date of hearing in
petitions seeking an inde-
pendent, judicially moni-
tored probe into the rea-
sons for the Air India Flight
171 crash at the Ahmeda-
bad airport, killing 12 crew
members and 229 passen-
gers on June 12 last year.
The case was listed be-
fore a Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant on January 28. The
batch of petitions includes
one filed by 9l-year-old
Pushkar Raj Sabharwal,
the father of Commander

Sumeet Sabharwal, one of

the pilots on the ill-fated

The Air India Flight 171 crashed,
killing 12 crew members and
229 passengers last year.

aircraft, the Federation of
Indian Pilots, and an NGO,
Safety Matters Foundation.
Advocate Prashant Bhush-
an, appearing for the NGO,
made an oral mentioning
that the Bench may not be

able to hear the case on
Thursday as petitions chal-
lenging the Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) exercise
were scheduled later in the
day.

Mr. Bhushan submitted
that there has been no res-
ponses from the Centre or
the Aircraft Accident Inves-
tigation Bureau (AAIB) on
the petitions filed in the
top court. “The pilots are
saying the [Boeing] 787s
are totally unsafe. That
there is an electronic pro-
blem. A Court of Inquiry
has to be appointed,” he
submitted.

The petitioners have ar-
gued previously that they
had not moved the court to
“apportion blame” but to
unearth “what” caused the

accident and to safeguard
the future against such tra-
gedies. The court had also
made it clear that the pur-
pose of an AAIB inquiry
was not to assign blame.

Mr. Sabharwal had ap-
proached the court,
shocked by the “nasty” re-
portage about his son and
rumours of pilot error. He
had argued that the AAIB
investigation was flawed.

The Centre, represent-
ed by Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, had submit-
ted that the probe was in
compliance with interna-
tional conventions and
mandatory steps reguired
by the International Civil
Aviation Organisation to be
taken in cases of air acci-
dents.
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Boeing to deliver 2 aircraft
a month to Indian airlines

Jagriti Chandra
HYDERABAD

Boeing aims to deliver two
aircraft per month in CY
2026 to its customers Air
India and Akasa, said Ash-
wani Naidu, MD, Commer-
cial Marketing, Boeing
Commercial Airplanes.
This figure would indi-

cate a recovery from 13-14
aircraft delivered in 2025.
The improved numbers
come at a time when the
FAA has lifted its restric-
tions on production rate of
MAX, which now stands at
42 aircraft per month. Boe-
ing estimates South Asia
would need 3,290 new
planes by 2044, he said.
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Tech Talk

Union Civil Aviation Minister Ram Mohan Naidu interacts with a pilot during the inauguration of the Wings
India 2026', Asia’s largest biennial civil aviation event, at Begumpet Airport in Hyderabad on Wednesday. p1
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HOW DOES AIRINDIA
FARE AGAINST INDIGO?

BY HOWINDIALIVES COM

theairline is in better shape, and ana path of consolidation, growth and repair. But the pace of that turn-
around— which is ooourring at a time of favourable operating conditions for the aidne ndustry—has
not matched the management's enpectations. One reason was an A india imternational flight crashing in
Ahmedabad in june 2005 which forced the airline to cut back operations and stremgthen ety measises. But
wvan without that catastro phe, data shows that A India, toget her with its |ow-cost subsidiary A Indis Express,

O n 37 |arwary 2003, the gowernment sold its beleaguened airline Air India to the Tata Group. Fowr yearson,

thas regrbered gasns ai @ slower pace than its main rval bndio, and is far from chaBengang its hegemony.

IndiGo has Increased its domestic share at
a faster clip than the Alr India duo
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DOMESTIC AIR POCKETS

THE BOMESTIC segmend bas boen growi mg. While
culenidar 00, when the Tatss aoquined Adr Inedia, was
bt rerovery from Covid shutdoms, 2005 wasa
sl vasar, reconing ahoo 159 million domsesric zr
pemeengers. This imeresised bo s 368 meillioo in 471208
And 3125, for which ihe Decemiber mummbers are
awalied, shoudd end at 165 £ million passenpers.

Abrloutia Excpress has gimes) steadily s crossed 10%
pEEsenger share for the first time in 20205, Air India’s
share, however, slipped rom 2035 in 2024 10 15.6% 0
W25, msitout frequency an select domestic rumes aftor
s June pliee crashe el G oo kas sinssgled 1o operates
allits Illgdrﬂ\umihwmlﬂmm!um ibnm.an.l:;l:J
truser long-term piciure is the change in share beturen
MO il HT2E, This shames idin whdle the Air India dso
registered a share gain of 4.2 peroentage polms, marke
leader lmtliGoadded 5.4 peroentage poimts that loo o
higher base. Im the mear term, bow hot hairines botnece
tazeche mill tmickde dhrom bo passerger share.

GLOBALTURBULENCE

THEINTERNATHMNAL segmien has seen sind lar
trends. Passenyer numbers rose from 250 mudion in
S e 2T sl e e 20E2 8, wrich OERS et b
weacharound 5 millicn. Indin carmiers’ conshined
markest shane now stands at rosghly M.

In (625, following s plape crash, Air ndia oot back
Capacity i soeme Jong bl romes. resihimg in a
mmarked dropin s 20 share.

Hiere tna, 2 trser comparisod i between 2022 ansd
A2, wherethe A India s prined | 2 percentsge
sl i passemger share, while et o gmined 2
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Dxistanee i aro thervarable in the misrnationad
segment. Air Indis opersies more wide-hody ainoradi.
which rravel longer ditances and have a highes seaiing
capacity. Thas, its share of passenger revenees is bigher
than its shareof passengers. Foreample, smong indian
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Alr India’s international share fell steeply in
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The two Air India fieets are much older than
those of IndiGo and Akasa
Shiwn of ol by this Sop 85 ctie il Rond ALB §in %
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air mvoa

IndiGo 1

,1\ Akpsr S

o n o 26 joe Z0 Tom secrofl g e Mo 0
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AGEING FLEET

THEINE 20125 plare: crash has been a set hack for Air
Imatin. [ i intbe sl of a fve-year-obd, amibi oo, sml
muhti-promged transfrrmation led Vilam sl which
hegan in Sepeember X002 The signif cand pieces of this
e el Bivyimg nesw plhimes, ved rofiiving ol d ones,
iniegrati g mauliiple airlise exgsding o new o,
a1 eyt noscres o et o] s, am o d e an g enoee i
asthier busilding biboc ks ik e trainivg snd muinienance.

1t placeda mishtk- pear srder of 870 oew airomf with
bt h Posring and Abrbesin 2009 and scdided ancabesr 1000
i 202 4. B dediverkes, however, have cralied chose of
InhiCin. Boeing delivered A lmilin 56 ponesin 2020
a1 i 205 Mesmwhile, i 2000 A detivered 485
planesto dndifio. nesrdy one o weslkc

Dot h Adr Inifis ad Air ledin Expiress seed new planes
i expuarsd and win passenger share, s well asto
improve kel Beet prodile. At thsrourrent averagr age
af 8 6i-8 Hyean thear {levis s amnng tbe aldest among
Initian airkines,

PILOT'S SEAT

ANOTHER AREX where A Inidia beshad to caach ap
in a sigrnilieunt way s siremgih of pilois: Between March
05 arwd March 202, thos coumni fer e eein dreqped
Srovm LA o LS1EE: Froar Al Bl Facporess, i e from 504
KRR

Sbeamwhile, Indd oo ped op from L7760
Sinca then, thosgh, both airines e che Arr ladia
stahile B uired sggressively, as well as gained from
mergieg other Tat aidimes inso thetrfold i lae 3024,

Betwesn March 200 aed March 20025, Abrllia's
illnt strength grew thresfindd aml tbat of vdr Iedis
Fompareses sl el e b, sl My 20005, they wene:
amnly 5 pillots shosn of EndiGe. (na per-plans hests, they
were duing betier tham Endiio, thoogh tee: nesd fur
wirde—baoliesd pilamies, which Adr Indin opersies more_is

Ereler.

Pl stremgih alsn gains imgaortance i light ol new
ey lations, which necessatate all airdimes o haye none
pilots than they curremtiy have.

Both Tata airlines have hired pllots in large
numbers in recent years

dan et A ool e (e e Tt
- e e D e

Dt et o o 2030 Adaech

Sogrn Cmrames Dowwnn of DAl deicpos e 14

The Tata alrlines have scaled up well, but
are struggling on profitability

Corriaras fraets oF A lrba brel &r irats Eaprownd L § 2oeon)
D EAn WOk e

LOSS TO PROFIT

ULTIMATELY, WHETHER mare planes or nuwe
pilsiz, all these strps have toalignionem the business
arvaind, first at an sperational kv snd thena a net
level Underibe Tote Air Indiahassmled upwelon
the revesu e side. be i inorganically ty sbeorbing other
Tatm mirdine's} or organdeal by by Myvingmore pesenges
il blgher realisaiions)

i prafbiahility eludes 1o 00204205, the two i ines
regurtesd x commbsined net boss of sheut T 500 onope.

L week, Hinmmberg reponiesd the aickine was
Jonileinig o @ vt Bos nlabsovut TLS DR erore for 20025- 30
Compare s with IndiGo, which reponeda similar ne
kit i XS e d 2225,

Fur airlimes. 1k moim met s fieel, o crnde oll prices
hanve bveen Evenurable. Air Enddia bas capitslbieed on this
winieon, bt ot b the et et that i had iniidally
charted can
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Safety can't
be brushed

aside: HC on
pilot rules

I::d:.xl\&iv:mm ot}
HEW DELHE

lair Dhe=lbni Bligele Costert o
Wednesday said con-
verns o public safety

dlue to e non-implenenta-
Bican ol Diresetascate Crsngerall of
Uil Asserwiaiioen (T8 20 A rese-
Eat s e prrevienl pikaod Bligoe
s e “bruished aside”

Abench ofchiel justice DR
Upaclhyaya anld Justice Tejas
Karia masle Uhe oral ol -
it vl chesalivggy wittha prubilic:
Endervsd litigation (1LY matter
agaliesd DGCAS décision 1o
el e Ertiguie-managenend
orsanabe o pilcits on 5 Deoem-
Brer 2025, consicleriieg i neeenl
B d srugiliom in the open-
s ol Inditro in Dicenedar

Thee el listend the matter
Bor s on Thursebag.

LristhiCaon bl e lbesl linimi-
oo Meedis s i wasamol e
prared to ingplement thie e
Rigghat-chugy toemms

Thie DGCA, on 5 Decemiber,
rubben] oot Eliggdul cluiby Tiome limi-
Laticues (FIFTLY exemplions fo
el IondiCh 1o have mons
pilols B0 redisce the disup-
LITETELY

DGEA s the ighi-ghuty
norms by allving the sobedi-
tution ol leave with o weekls
el period

Linilifiy's, connsel said the
pretilioner had mo bocus o
swlich the et serieh the patt-
Liner was a [ormer airerall
eragneer. “Thecoeena ol
b pusihed asbde. ™ i said,
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Al Express’s Navi Mumbai plans hit snag

MUMEBA]NEW DELH

aced with Meet con-
F straings, bnscdged carrier Adr
Inedla Express expects to
expand connectivity from Mavi
Mumbed International Alrpont
(NAMEA) o DS ctles by the end ol
2026, a turget 1 had almed to
achibisvein the early phese of the
neEw alrport s operations,
Acvording to data comgpalled
by Curdun, the Tat Group-
oned Alr India Express cur-
remitly connects Bengalum and
Dl to Mavi Mumbad lntermu-
tional Adrport. which began
commercial operations on 25
Dwrewmbwer Last viesr.
IncliGiooperaies ighis fivm
Inclia’s newest alrpor o Belt-
hess_wvhifle Akas Adrflies o four,
according to.data from Curhun
While IndiCGo and Alasa
have rofled out most of the
rioutes they announced last
wear, Alr India Expiress hasn't
b abdie o actibeve s goal Ln
Septembeer_ il had sakd it would
operate 20dally departures of
H0 e traffbe movermnenis from
amid to WMIA. connecting 15
Inclian eities lnthe mitial phase
ofthe new alrport s operations.
The airline had also sald i
Litended toscale up tossdally
departures by mid-2026,

e hucling up 105 datly intema-
tboniiel Mighits from WML
“Mavi Mumbal ks a really

b an isswe for the airline
bescanise of which it i rework-
g b= overall nestwork

mgsortand peert of the network. Adr Irndia Experess’s fleet siee
Theegrsbnwillbe progres- | ks about 110, In November,
sbveandwe will [y Sinsgh sali] that the
toall 15 destins-  Ajr India Express  adrlioe would add
tlons In abowt 8 pacpived its first 20-24 planes in
vear, as our leet  fine-fitaircraft— 2026, which
grows,”  chief customised for wnlilel translate to
execitive afficer alwiit 2 planees por
Aboke Singh 1old mmn pai“'l"l: muonth.

Mind on the shde- B Singh, how-
lines of aviation ~ DECeMber2025  .op clarifiod that
eachiflajbon Wings e Aldr Tl Expiress’s

Indin 2026 in
Hyderahad on Wednesday.
Singhcfted fleet comstraints
that have lmited the carrier’s
connecivity expanshon
Flest constralnis oombinue lo

fleet alze at the

end of 2026 would remain
almsost imchanged.

“However, fleet size will

remain the same. Because

there will be returns,” Singh

sald,

Adr Iindia Exgpress ks refresh-
ing s feet with new abrerafi,
Incressing ihe shame of moderm
planes that deliver superior,
more CoiElslent cusiomer
experienee. As part olthis ran-
sithon, alreraft st the end of
e Jesesee ternss will e plased
ouit, keweping the overall flect
slze unchanged. a company
spiokesperson told A

Alr India Fxperess received its
first line-At adreraf—oustom-
sed for the company—[rom
Boeing in December 2025,
New planes arriving in 26
anealsoexpecied tole Hne-fin

The previos ndisethor af 51
adrereft wis mosthy white talls,
which are fully constrocted adr-
planes produced by manufae-
turers (ke Boelng or Alrbas)
thant bt have an inumediate,
contracted customer. These
plames ave frequently created
when orders are cancelled,
dring productlon overrins

O | Octolser 2024 Air Lk
Esgwress completed fs merger
with AIX Connect, previously
AdrAsk India. The Tata Grougs
now operates two alrline
berancks: Adr Inclis and Jow-cost
carrier Alr India Express,

dipeeli fankoaffeming com

For an ertended verston of
et shary, go fo livemint.com
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Probe begins into Learjet
crash that killed Ajit Pawar

AAIB is probing Wednesday's crash that killed the Maharashtra dy CM at Baramati

WEW DELHIWLmRA

her Adrerafi Accident Investigation

Bureau (AAIR) has lunched a probe

into the crash of 3 Learjed 45 at Bara-

mati early on Wednesday that killed

all five people on board, Including
Maharashira deputy chiefmindster Ajft Pawar,
the civil aviation ministry sabd, The airerafl,
opersied by non-scheduled carrder VSR Ven-
tures Py Li, went down duning lsding af the
unconiroted sirfiald.

The director general of the bureau s reach-
Ing the accldent site, the mingstry sald, adding
that further details would be shared as the
prole progresses. Investigtons s egected 1o
examine operational weather, human factors
aned technical aspecis as part of the probe (o
determine the cause of the accident.

The mindstry pus et the avatlable detaflson
the abrerafi and the cresw. I sabd the Learjet 45,
reglstered VT-58K, was opersting o Mumbal-
Baramat Might on 28 Janoary when i met with
the secident during landing .

According to prellminary Information
released by the ministry, the albvernfit had frss
estahlished contact with Baramati at 818am.
The crew was sdvised to descensd onder *visual
neetearological conditions at the pdlot sdisere-
thom”, which means the pdot had totake a call
depending on nunway visibility. On endqulring
about the weather, the crew was informied that
winds were calm and visibility was around

3000 metres. During the Grst approaschiomin-
way 11 the crew reported that the rumway was
nod b skght and inltlated a go-around.

After the go-aroumd, the alreraft again
reporied being on lnal approach fermunway 1L
Askead to report the runway In skght, the erew
Initially said it was niot visible and wouobd call
baeck. Momenis later, they reported that the
runway was [nslght. The alreral was ceared to
Lannid 3t B4 3am, bt thene was no resporse from

BIUTERS
5

thee alrlime. At 8 Htam, personmel a1 Uhe srfbeld
saw flames near the rumway threshold, and
emergency services were immediately dis-
patched.

Baramatl s an uncontrolled airfleld. where
e information ks provided by instructos or
pullist s frmn local Ay ing training organizations.

abiriobek farrim dvenr it com

Fwr e ecvteindend perston of this story, go fo lve-
mint.eom
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Last communications of Pawar aircraft: runway Pawar aircraft
not in sight, go-around, clearance, then crash

MPOST BUREAU being cleared to land follow-  a read-back, before the inci- In a detailed statement, the
ing a go-around triggered  dent occurred moments later: Ministry of Civil Aviation out-
MUMBALI: An aircraft car- by poor visibility. According ~ Civil Aviation Minister lined the sequence of events
rying Maharashtra Deputy  to officials, while the land- K Rammohan Naidu ear- leading up to the erash of the
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar ing clearance was issued by  lier stated that the aircraft Learjet 45 operated by VSR Ven-
caught fire near the edge of  air traffic control, the ai had been attempting to land tures Pyt Ltd. All five people an
the runway at Baramati on  did not provide the manda-  under low-visibility condi- board, 1|1d.1.1din$ Fawar, were
Wednesday morning after  tory confirmation, known as  Hong. Coatinued on P4 killed in the accident.
Baramati operates as an

uncontrolled airfield, meaning
it does not have a full -fledged
instrisment landing system {o
assist aircrafl during adverse
weather conditions. In such set-
Hngs, traffic-related information
ts penerally relayed by instrue-
tors or pilots from Flying Traii-
ing Organisations based at the
ﬂjIﬁE]E

The aircrafl, bra.rlng the reg-
istration VI-S5K, made its initial
contact at 8.18 am, according
to Baramati Air Traffic Coniral.
Its subsequent communication
came when it was 30 nautical
miles inbound. At that point,
the crew was advised to descend
under “visual meteorological
conditions” at their discretion.

The pilots then asked for
details regarding wind con-
ditions and visibility. ATC
informed themn: that winds were
calm and visibility was approxi-
mutely 3,000 metres. As the air-
craft approached Runway 11, the
crew reported that the runway

of Runway 11 and the runway
was not in sight to them. They
iniiated a go-around in the Ara
approach,” the ministry state-
ment said,

Following the po-around,
ATC again asked whether the
runway could be seen. The crew
responded, “Runway is currently
ol in sight, will call when run-
way i3 in sight” A short while
later; the p:irls n.-purh:d that the
rumway was visible.

The aircraft was cleared 1o
lard on Runway 11 at 0843 IST.
However, the staterment noted
that no read-back was received
from the crew. “The atrcraft was
cleared to land on runway 11 at
0843 15T (8.43 am). However,
they did not give 2 readback
of the landing clearance {did
not respond Lo ATC). Next, the
ATC saw the lames around the
threshold of runway 11 al 0844
IST (844 am),” it zaid.

Emeérgency services were
imumediately dispatched to the
site, but the atreraft bad already
been engulled in flames,

In aviation practice, a go-
around s a standaed mandeu-
vre wsed when a sale landing
cannol be completed, often due
to weather or visibility issues,

A read-back is a eritical safety
step that requires pilots o
repeat ATC instructions to con-
firm Il'u:'_lr have been EU.!'.I.'EEu:l"
received.

The Afreraft Accident Lnves-
Hgation Bureau has assumed
responsibility for the probe, and
the Director General of AAIR is
travelling to the crash location.

The aircraft operator wasa
MNon-Scheduled Operator hold-
ing Permit Mo 07/2014. Its
Adrport Operations Plan was
initially issied on April 21,

2014, last renewed on April 3,
2023, and remains valid antil
April 20, 2028. The operators
fleet included seven Learjet 45
aircraft, five Embraer 1358
aireraft, four King Air B200 air-
crafi, and one Pilatus PC-12
aircraft

The Directorate General of

Civil Aviation conducted its

miost recent regulatory audit of

the airerall in February 2025,

with no level-1 findings reported.

The aircralt was manufactured in

2010. Irs Certificate of Alrwor-

thiness was issued on December

16, 2021, the Certificate ul'R:g-

{stration on December 27, 2022,

and the Atrworthiness Review

Certificate on September 10,

2025, valid until September 14,

2026,
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WINGS INDIA 2026 AVIATION SUMMIT

PM Modi pitches for investments in
fast-growing Indian aviation sector

MPOST BUREAU

HYDERABAD: Highlighting
the growth potential and policy
stability, Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Wednesday told
investors that there are immense
opportunities in aircraft man-
ufacturing, pilot training,
advanced air mobility and air-
craft leasing areas in the country,

India is one of the world's
fastest civil aviation markets and
air traffic demand is on the rise
while airlines have placed orders
fior over 1,500 planes.

In a spectal message al the
aviation summit Wings India
2026 here, Modi said the gov-
ernment is working on all nec-
essary regulatory reforms o
make cargo movemenlt faster
and more efficient.

Modern warehouses are
being built to enable faster and
muore efficient cargo handling,
which is especially important
as India emerges as a major and
competitive transhipment hub,

PH T T TV gathering vio video conference during I'hl
“Wings India 2026 ot Begumpet Airport in Hyderobod, Wednesdoy P11

HIGHLIGHTS

= India Is ane of the
world's fastest civil
aviation markets

= The PM said the govt is
working on all necessary
regulatery reforms ta
make corge movement
faster and more effident

# He urged everyone to
take full advartage of
the "golden opportunity’

Modi said.

“I urge all investors o
explore the opportunities in
Indias warchousing sector,
frefght forwarding, express
logistics, and ¢-commerce,” the
prime minister said,

According to him, there are
very lew countries like India that
offer such a large scale for the
aviation industry, such political
stability, and such technological

ambition.

Urging everyone to take full
advantage of the “golden oppor-
tunity”, Modi invited investors
to be long-term partners and
co-pilots on the Indias flight to
SUCCESS.

In 2014, there were 70 air-
ports and now, there are more
than 160. By 2047, the coun-
try will have over 400 airports,
Muodi said, and stressed that air

travel is no longer exclusve but
inclusive.

The povernments regiomnal
air comnectivity scheme UDAN
seeks to provide air travel at
affordable rates.

“Thanks to the UDAN
scheme, 15 million passengers,
or approximately 1.5 crore pas-
sengers have travelled on routes
that didn't even exist before”
Modi said.

With reforms of the gov-
ernment, India is becoming a
major aviation galeway between
the Global South and the rest of
the world, Modi said, adding
that this was a huge opportunity
for investors and manufactur-
ers assoctated with the aviation
seclor.

“Adrcraft manufacturing,
pilot training, advanced air
mobility, a.ll'l:ﬁ.t-ﬂfﬂ_'-il.ng - these
are sectors where India presents
itself with immense P-usﬁ'ibill-
ties.” the Prime Minister said.

While India is becoming
a major global aviation hub,
Muodi said it is important to
ensure that the country does
not remain dependent on oth-
ers for aviation-related needs,

“We must strengthen the
path of self-reliance. This will
also be helpful for companies
that are coming to invest in
India” Modi said, and men-
toned that the country is start-
ing to manufacture military and
transporl aircraft.
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FATAL LANDINGS

SAMIAY GANDHI (1980}

Congress leader; died June 3 ina
plane crash near Safdarjung

Maha shockeras Ajit Pawardiesinjet crash

4 others, including 2 pilots perish; state's ruling MahaYuti coalition in turmoil; last rites to be held in Baramati today

Airpart, New Delhi

MADHAVRAD GMC BALAYDGI

POOR VISIBILITY, LATER CLEARED TO LAND e00m {:k“';:’hha
Thie aircraft Its next call On first The aircraft Senior (ongress  Speaker; died
VI-55K was was at 30 approach to was cleared leader died  March3in
trying to nautical miles Runway 11, to land an Sept30inplane  helicopter

land armid poor Inbaund to Baramati; pilot =aid the runway Rumway 11 at B.43 rrashnear  grash in Krishna

i' | visibility. It first advised to descend in was not visible and am, but falled to Mainpuri, UP  district, AP
|| came in contact with “visual meteoralogical initiated a po-around. respond to Baramati
Bararmati Alr Traffic conditions™ at the On second attempt, the ATC. Next minute, it ¥ 5 RAJASENHARA REDDY [2009)

" Vigontroller at 818 am

was up in flames

airstrip was spotted

pilot’s discration AP [M; died September Z in

helicopter crashin Nallamala forest

Aeroplane crashes near ranway

GEN BIPIN
RAWAT (2021)
First [D5; died
Dec B in MI-T7VS

VUAY RUPANI
{2025)
Ex-bujarat [M;
died June 12 in
Air India Boeing

Marendra Modi, Sharad Pawar trashnear - 7g7 grash in
Freme Minister NCP chief Coonoor, TN (14 Ahmedabad (770
fatalities) total deaths)

SUDHIR SURYAWANSHI i@ Mumbal

MAHARASHTRA Deputy
Chiel Minister Ajit Pawar and
four others were killed when
their chartered aircrafl erashed
barely 200 metres from the edge
of a tabletop runway at Bara-
mati airsirip in Pune district
on Wednesday morning. Flight-
Radar data showed the aireraft
departed Mumbai at 8.10 am
and disappeared from radar
shorty after 8.44 am.

The 66-year-old leader, fondly
known as Dada {elder brother),
was flying from Mumbai to ad-
dress zilla parishad poll rallies

10 Ity 189 - 10 fanary 2076

near Pune, when the Learjet 45
crashed during a second land-
ing attempt at #.44 am. Poor vis-
ibility forced the pilot to abort
the first approach, but moments
after receiving clearance for
the second attempt, the aireraft
burst into Dames near the run-
way threshold without provid-
ing the mandatory readback to

air waffic control

Also Killed were Captain
Sumit Kapoor, co-pilot Shamb-
havi Pathak, Pawar’s personal
security officer Vidit Jadhav,
and fight attendant Pinki Mali.
All five were declared dead at
Baramaii hospital.

Witnesses described watch-
ing the aircraft circle the air-

field before it “hit the ground
hard and exploded.” Aviation
experts said the ragedy could
have been avoided if the run-
way had been equipped withan
instrument landing system to
guide pilots through marginal
visibility. The Aircraft Acei-
dent Investigation Bureau is
analysing the black box to as-

certain the exact cause.

The IAF responded to a re-
quest from the Maharashtra
government by deploving an
emergoncy Ajr Traffic Control
team and essential technical
equipment to the airfield.

NCP founder Sharad Pawar,
Ajit's uncle, rushed to Barama-
ti where he said. Ajit's loss is

one “that can never be filled".
CM Devendra Fadnavis de-
clared three-day state mourn-
ing and called Ajit's death a
personal logs, deseribing him
as a “trusted friend.” Ajit
served as deputy CM for a
record six terms across govern-
ments lad by the Congress, Shiv
Sena, and the BJP Alter split-
ting firom his uncle's party in
July 2023, he won 41 assembly
seats in alliance with the BJP

Hiz last rites will be held on
Thursday at Vidva Pratishthan
ground in Baramati. PM Modi
is expected to attend. P8
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India’s aviation sector is booming, says Modi

S LALITHA @ Hyderabad

PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday invited in-
vestors and manufacturers to
tap into India's expanding civil
aviation sector; stating that the
country has undergone a major
transformation over the past
decade and is set for sustained
growth in the vears ahead.
Addressing the inaugural
session of the four-day Wings
India 2026 summit virtually,
Modi said India is expected to
have more than 400 airports by
2047. He noted that Indian air-
lines have already placed or-
ders for over 1,500 aircraft in
recent years, reflecting rising
demand for air travel.
Participants from 20 coun-
tries attended the summit. Civil

Aviation Minister Ram Mohan
MNaidu, who was scheduled to
inaugurate the event, could not
attend as he travelled to Bara-
mati following an air crash ear-
lier in the day

Modi said the aviation indus-
try has recorded steady growth
and is now the world's third-
largest domestic aviation mar-
ket. “In 2014, India had around
70 airports. Today, there are
more than 160. In just a decade,
the number of airports has
more than doubled,” he said,
adding that over 100 aero-
dromes have been activated
during thiz period.

Referring to the UDAN re-
gional air connectivity scheme,
the prime minister said about
1.5 crore passengers have trav-
elled on routes that did not ex-

"

-

-
r“":;,,t

ist earlier. He said the Union
government was working on
the next phase of UDAN to fur-
ther strengthen regional and
affordable air connectivity,
alongzside expanding seaplane
operations. “Our endeavour is
to improve air connectivity in
every corner of India,” he
said.

Modi said air travel in India
has become more inclusive,
with Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities now
connected through airports as
part of a long-term policy ap-
proach. He added that flest ex-
pansion is keeping pace with
passenger growth, opening up
opportunities in aircraft manu-
facturing, pilot training, air-
craft leasing, advanced air mo-
bilityv and related segments.

Highlighting the push for
self-reliance, Modi said India is
focusing on aircraft design,
manufacturing and the Mainte-
nance, Repair and Operations
ecosystem. He said the country
is already a major supplier of
aircraft components and is
moving towards manufactur-
ing military, transport and civil
aircraft domestically
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Airlines in India, South Asia to require
3,300 new aeroplanes by 2044: Boeing

ARSHAD KHAN @ New Delhi

AIRLINES in India and South
Asia will require 2,300 new aer-
oplanes by 2044 to cater to the
growing demand for air travel,
as per Boeing's Commercial
Market Outlook (CMO) for
South Asia. The aircraft major
said India and South Asia’s pas-
senger air traffic will rise an
average of 7% annually over
the next 20 years, spurred by a
growing middle class, econom-
ic growth and airport and con-
nectivity investments.

Indian carriers hold a pend-
ing aircraft order book of about
1. 700-2.000 jets as of early 2026,
driven by rapid expansion from
IndiGo and Air India. IndiGo
leads with nearly 1,000 aircraft
on order, while Air India has
over 500 planes pending. Akasa
Adr has a major order for 150+
Boeing 737 MAX aircraft.

As per Boeing, single-aisle jets
will account for 80% of these
projected deliveries as airlines

ook to boost network flexibility
on fast-growing short- and medi-
um-haul routes.

Accounting for growth and re-
placement, the Indian and South
Asian region's fleet will grow
from 795 to 2,925 aeroplanes in
two decades, a fourdold increase
over that time. Domestic travel
that connects India will under-
pin this expansion, supported
by a continuing shift from rail to
air and investments in the coun-
trv's airport infrastructure.

“Az air travel becomes more
integral to how people and goods

7 BOEING

move in [ndia and South Asia,
airlines will strengthen net-
works, scale fleets and invest in
services and technical person-
nel to support long-term
growth,” said Ashwin Naidu,
Boeing managing director of
commercial marketing, Eurasia
and Indian Subcontinent. To
support expected fleet growth,
investment in the South Asia re-
gion's industry will require
more than $195 billion in avia-
tion services, including mainte-
nance, repalr and modifications,
digital services and training.



AIRPUH ISAUT HDP!TY L?F lNULﬁ.

Corporate Communications Directorate

NAVBHARAT TIMES DELHI 29 JANUARY 2026

i ohe A Bkl foret

HeRTe & fEedt cM 3o | IR & T e o L3R
Eanaﬁaumahﬁaﬂma Al AT B PR B ﬁwﬁﬁm aua’f#ﬁ'u

e v A A B e w R A T i
1959-2026

TEF AT SR A, e w e T
l‘lnnmtnﬂmmwi%

6 9R 5t Higw, s d

e & Ter 4

T niEE O A
hmpjphﬁm.lmn
T AN WA NeP ST
i BRI T T

ot et o Frasren om
T Ok § | 92 Ao

_ﬂﬁﬁiﬁ'\qﬁﬁﬁiﬂ,m 1 & e 1 o 1 4R

et drn 4 T =T
m m‘ﬁﬂa ﬂﬁqm i A 1 T T R ) e
= L2l e C . AwT W aE T R
= NET T, gu2 o M AW R | S aeea ) SET e A
0 S R TS | G 19 R e
Hfn F I e W R AWM TRE T TR T f e e e S
e FrA O A TEr nEIRT AR R, | S TR 6 A e A
i WA A F AT AW T e () T | | e e e e
o O W T OTEE TR O T, W o REE | saEn e o ek afe
T F LS R TR, A T 7 W | 3 e R e T A
= & 3 ¥ o peeE W B A S v | il e m s s aem Al
Bfm v, v gt vy, R s = sa m g
TN MGE TAE AT O SR T e R

EIEHEEAT'E? A
o B T |

e Sy %ﬁm%maﬁm'

I A i A A WA W A4 #E 15 X

,__rl;’f’?r_;m““'ﬁ:a" T e ﬁﬁ%@ﬂﬂ-' 5 — e S 5 T R G 1 B b I B i e
R R ¥ EW M =R e 20es A ae v gl . o Ny TR 1 i R ot

B 3 T R Sy W oW A gy W | O gl e 2 LS M A AN | Gt i BIgE | b | ———

TASTA IS AF 410 M AREINEE | FOEEE S Al e ¢ 1 i Ed o B 3 damafi, st | Boerdwedi

FEAD HA TR A AR me | AgE S A T W e - i I HERT, B E | fiy e o iy | 5. e o e, e

B TR A L A A R g W e | Wi o
B wrpeE § W TAIE W FEROT o U0 BE See | ERE W e S EdL 3

u\.#ﬂ“_‘:'. & gi E:I! THE UHT, NCP 3 wvErer o sty ey i e, i

: . LT s : W el sy e
en = v, S TR S =wamawmam i e G i, dhew (oe) e QS rhetidiag




_i o
HIvaia Ao it ssTm

AIRPORTSAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

NAVBHARAT TIMES DELHI 29 JANUARY 2026

DGCA & U ekl
ot W R =

aNBT foe, W e BERGEEEEIEE T
bR R el 17 GarE I SC HeHd
F o T T DGOA T 5C % 4R 31 YA

1 = A T g g o 2 ) o 3

geEE By smem A oo fEm
2] Al Tl @t ol i
T o vy © o & O =9 5 7 Tl A1 A

o e &) w frowd wdm
Ll T T e 3 uftsF & T
el 3 4 % e SRS



AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

PUNJAB FKESART DELHI 29 JANUARY 2026

glcd @ ai ifddt 26 fiTele

T g 1 s o o urmmanuﬁmﬂmﬁ

M T T ) = ST 6 A g

ﬁqﬂwwﬁ%mqﬁﬁﬁrﬁﬁ
Rt sreperfi firer o ot (=i afam avefa
firert & ame o o 3 fom g
Friam = (T2) =1 @ fe-aw |
ufiferm = & 3 F2 9w ae oy
fapemt e e el €1 en it 3
Sy = M|

= femrer o= 5. e e A A
T e o R R mra R e
TAT 1 R F T e | e ferrr
ﬁ‘ﬂﬁqm'ﬂﬂﬁﬂ?ﬁﬁ@?ﬂﬂﬁﬁ
‘Hrogar dud wmEe fafrEt %
Fufrag* TRz 45 o % e
% sifan 26 firre = == fran
# | =t ue st e e
Tz uftwr Hra o aftees o
T T st ) R f weeh =
HaE TS TRt 18 e W gam
T T, ST fErT A 5 30 e
e g2 o " T Ord B wrgee
# s faas 4 ‘gym dron e
frufe! 1 i 290 =1 wome St

HTefeh 2o 7 TAal ST gyaan o =m
o g | w9 2 Faen e R wEmd v
# 31T T ST 3,000 TR E | T
e o 3 anfigdt T a1 &

79 fammd 71 2 w1 ¥ 399 e W
H Ry w9 = fr ) = e
% =re, e 2o A ey pm o R o
T H T HEa

foremeTel T8 = 9 A T "
T o ST, T HR R Fe i
AT, HTerh 2ot o o R 28 o frand
TP wm o #, e
oy s A 3 firem e W
Tael i oarpafa @ om wreifE, TEA
(=meren T ) SifEn =1 sepafa o A
HE TN A A (U oA
farem) 1z ame, W oS Aeeh 44 firre
T U 3 T 11 % B S sy
ST T TS T | AT e gl
g W ggs, SRS g9 O
kot d

it & WY 774 arell fGd] #1ed, () E@?ﬁmmiﬁ e sl wreil & TR |

qgers, (JarE ) B it
fefert Treft < fren =1 sremen fop =mrt 21 3
TS TAE W A A e e, e
T A B 1 U2 o TRt A
ft T ot

o et H wuEEt = P Bragme
ot A anrfidt wm gd serita = ars
gusn o e wme o, v, F's (e
1) famr o st sifem aw % oy

TS SrE | T e arey Foam d

itz S it dree e % e e
e e et freelt o frem dhraam

dod T denferd feraesr 46§ oft=fien
off, St =rTeEa ward o1 W I wEy
Wmmwﬁlﬁmqwﬁ:ﬁm
TEE wE e, gemEte s W
Tereer Saet & Ay o § TIe v
qaﬂ%ﬁ‘aﬁ#rsﬁmﬁﬁawmma
feremsy o Taren g2 of | 59 she v TR A
W ot s a*m T aEn o R oaw
TR 1 T S e " s
a7 fope =z e it I SR
for mrerdt =t e €6 % e e A
I | A = we ara et T e



AIRPUR 'SAUT HORIT‘:’ QOF lNL‘IlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

PUNJAE EKESARIT DELHL 29 JANUARY 2026

URIcIcl Dl ABIH A 33 Sisikiie & =
O\ TR3iaT! 481 fopan 51 Adpdr: EDIe

=% freett, (et el ): freelt anderrd
A qER # w9 # e
# T2 i F R armer
fmL S W0 S ] S
ey femetl 1 ' Teeies = e
I wﬁm # gen =i &
T AT A T i
a3 = & us EEr 2025 F
e (fiare ) W HAEE F AR
ag w1 Amfis I3gEA
e (ST ) 3 e e &
forei & #W we= o T S
e e A 1 i # 32 Fee
ﬁﬁ&qﬁm@mmmmum
e o ot e T R
TEE F o He ) i e
T T F w5
T FA T CEE ) e

OELHI HIGH cous

o35 A haa b dsd
urree) o fom sfard
2RI Weierd Feremt 3
eict Uar ot At

T S 8 % e dfen F feda
T HEE 1 S9N e TE T
= ) o) Ereireim 3 o firsda, 2025
1 T 2 7 e (U )
gz 4 wfw e ofts moee w1
T T A S S H
] ek T AR H
ferer P 3 st e avafy

K AT G T ST o T2
Uk mumﬂﬁnwm
UATEAE F I A FE1 B O
Fulcel e Sl R R AR
ﬁmmmjmwmﬁm%wa
witad i R Sl qfem T F
HH AT w1 I O H wE
AT T

AT w2 3 R A
e e fem aferen # s e e
g mﬁrm@&nnqﬁrj # 4
e i o e = reresier = e
o1 T S A FE e
F T B e e | w9 e

1 I A W o A
=¥ A, F ] e )
Fa | # SR S e A A
T o i 3 e w faem
T8 F w # oTE e e E, W@
HIMEH 1 7 S T e S
a1t #1



Corporate Communications Directorate

THE STATESMAN

DELHT

29 JANUARY 2026

Maharashtra Dy CM Ajit Pawar dies in plane crash

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE
Baramati, 28 January

jit Pawar, the
powerful deputy
chief minister of
Maharashtra, died
inaplane crash on Wednesday
morning while the aircraft was
landing at Baramati airport.
The death of the Maratha
strongman and nephew of
Sharad Pawar, which is being
seen asthe end of an era, has
shocked political circles and
phngedthe stateof Maharshim
intomourning PrimeMinister
NarendraModiled the nation
in payying tributes to the veteran
politician. Modi has said that
heis"shocked' by the "untimely”
deathanddescribed pawar as
aleader of the people”.
Pawar and four others died
after the chartered plane they
were travelling in crashed at
the airport in Baramati at
around 915 am. As the plane
landed, itreportedly developed
atechnical malfunction, caught
fire, and crashed on the runway.
Local administration, fire
brigade teams, and emergency

The Statesman

Sequenceofeventsjust before thecrash

Ajit Pawar's business
jetwas cleared to
land minutes before
it crashed on
Wednesday
morning, according
to the civil aviation
MInistry.

Waas g
B puty (W At Pawar
il fonir pifvery oflod

m priwaie jel (real poad
W arati e

services rushed to the spot
immediately. However, dueto
the intensity of the fire and
multiple explosions, rescue
efforts proved unsuccessful.
The aircraftimvolved in the
accident was a Learjet 45,
operated by VSE Aviation,

Thu, 29 January 2026
https://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/79048827

The ministry stated that the
Learjet 45 was instructed to
descend under visual meteoro-
logical conditions, meaning there
was enough visibility to navigate
while keeping a safe distance from
terrain and other aireraft, at the
pilot’s discretion.

- After the go-around, the aircraft was asked to report
its position, and the crew confirmed they were on
the final approach. “They were instructed to report
when the runway was in sight. The crew replied,

‘| "The runway is currently not in sight; we will call
when it is.” A few seconds later, they reported that
the runway was visible,” the ministry said.

with registration number
VT-SSK.The jet is commonly
used for VVIP travel and is
designedtocamy 8-9 passengers.

Aneyewitness near Baramati
airport said, "The aircraft
appeared toskid whilelanding,
Moments later, there was a

During their
approach to
runway 11, the
aircraft reported
that the runway
was not visible.
They then executed
a go-around.

.| Baramati is an "uncontrolled airfield,” and does not have navigational
aids to help pilots operate during low visibility. ATC functions are
managed by flying schools.

The Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau (AAIB) has taken charge of
the investigation.

massive explosion and the
plane was engulfed in flames.
We rushed towards the site,
but thefire was uncontrollable.
There were several blasts. It
washorrfying and impossible
Lo save anyone,’

Ajit Pawar is survived by

The operator cleared the plane to land at
8:43 a.m. There was no response. "Shortly
after, at 08:44 IST, ATC observed flames
near the threshold of runway 11." The
wreckage came to rest
on the left side of
the runway.

his wife Sunetra Pawar and
sons Parth and Jai Pawar,
Soon afternews of thecrash
broke, Supriya Sule, Sunetra
Pawar, and Parth Pawar
immediatelyleft for Baramati.
SupriyvaSule and Sunetr Pawar
were in Delhi attending the

Budget Session of Parliament
and mished back without delay.
Also killed in the incident
were Capt. Sumit Kapoor,
Pilot-in-Command, with over
16000 hoursof flying experience,
and Capt Shambhavi Pathak,
First Officer, Pinky Mali flight
attendant and Vidip Dilip
Jadhav, Ajit Pawar’s personal
security officeer (PSO),

The civil aviation ministry,
quotingthe Air TrafficCont ol
(ATC) official at Baramati
airport, said Pawar’s jet was
cleared to land a mimite before
it crashed Theministry stated
thatthe Learjet 45 was instructed
to descend under visual
meteorological conditions,
meaning there was enough
visibility to navigate while
keeping a safe distance from
terrain and other aircraft, at
the pilot’s discretion.

The ministryadded thatthe
flight crew had also asked
about wind conditions and
visibility. The crew was told
that winds were calm and
visibility was approximately
3000 metres. "During thefinal
approach to runway 11, the

aircraftreported that the runway
was not visible, They then
executeda go-around ontheir
first approach” the ministry
said in a statement.

After the go-around, the
aircraft was asked to report
its position, and the crew
confirmed they were on the
final approach. "They were
instructedto report when the
runwaywas insight. The crew
replied, The ninway is currently
not in sight; we will call when
it is.” Afew seconds later, they
reported that the runway was
visible,” the ministry said.

The aircraft was cleared o
land on runway 11, but did
not provide a readback of
the clearance, the ministry
said.

“Shortly after, at 08:44 IST,
ATCobserved flames near the
threshold of runway 11" The
wreckage came to rest on the
left side of the runway.

The ministrysaid Baramati
is an “uncontolled airfield”
with the ATC managed by
flying schools.

= Related reports: Page 5
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HC seeks DGCA stand on
staying pilot duty norms

‘Can’t Brush
Aside Safety
Concerns’

Abhinav.Garg
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Concerns about
public safety due to non-im-
plementationof DGCA regu-
lations to prevent pilot fa-
tigue could not be “brushed
aside”, Delhi high court said
Wednesday, and sought the
aviation regulator’sstand on
a plea challenging its deci-
sion to keep in abeyvance the
revised Flight Duty Time
Limitation (FDTL) norms.
FDTL regulations pre-
scribe minimum rest peri-
ods for pilots and flight crew
members and aim to streng-
then fatigue management to
ensure passenger safety.
Hearing a PIL against
DGCA's move to pause imple-
mentation of the revised
FDTL norms till Feb 10 in the
wake of amassivedisruption
inIndiGo operations, a bench

The PIL submitted that IndiGo had cancelred hundreds of flrghts
acrass the country in the first week of Dec 2025, as the airline was not
prepared to implement the new flight-duty norms for pilots

of Chief Justice D K Upad-
hyava and Justice Tejas Ka-
ria orally remarked: “It hasa
direct link to the safety of
passengers. Unless the regu-
lations are challenged, or
there is some flaw, they need
to enforee it. The regulations
were in force for a long time,
but they were not being fol-
lowed. We are not consider-
ing the rationale of the regu-
lations. When regulations
are in force, they are to be im-

plemented until revised.”

The bench listed the mat-
ter for hearing on Thursday
and asked the DGCA counsel
toseek instructions.

The PIL submitted that
IndiGo had cancelled hun-
dreds of flights across the
country in the first week of
Dec 2025, as the airline was
not adequately prepared to
implementthe new flight-du-
ty norms for pilots, On Dec 3,
DGCA eased the regulations

— by allowing the substitu-
tion of leave with a weekly
rest period — to enable Indi-
Go to have more pilots on du-
tv to normalise operations.

The petitioner alleged
that the relaxation was ille-
gally given by DGCA only to
IndiGo, and was prima facie
mala fide. The court, howev-
er, said the relaxation was
applicable toallairlines,

When the counsel for In-
diGo questioned the locus of
the petitioner, Sabari Roy,
the HC dismissed it saving
she was a former aircraft en-
gineer and the issue had a
bearing on public safety

“She worked as an air-
craftengineer. Her functions
are directly connected with
passenger safety.. The con-
cern cannot be brushed
aside,” the court said, noting
that once inforee, the regula-
tions must be implemented
unless decided otherwise
by authorities.

The bench, however, ac-
knowledged that such pet-
itions created pressure on
regulators and they some-
times succumbed toit.
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Join our flight
to success: PM
to global firms

Hyderabad: PM Modi
Wednesday urged global
aviation companies and in-
vestors to partner with In-
dia in aircraft manufactur-
ing, pilot training, ad-
vanced airmobility and air-
craftleasing, asthe country
consolidates its position as
the world's third-largest do-
mestic aviation market and
pushes into a new phase
of aviation-led growth,
reports Swati Bharadwayj.
In a recorded video
message at the inaugural
sessionof Wings India 2026,
Modi said few countries of-
fer India’s combination of
scale, political stability and
technological ambition. 1
invite  investors from
around the world to join us
as co-pilots on India’s light
tosucecess,” the PM added.
Muodi stressed the need
for self-reliance in aviation
and pointed to efforts to
build domestic capability
in aircraft design and man-
ufacturing. He said India is
moving from being a parts
supplier to making mili-
tary and transport aircraft.
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