AIRPORTS AUT HUF"ITY UF ENUQA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE STATESMAN KOLKATA 28 JANUARY 2025

Man dies after
jumping from
departure flyover
at city airport

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 27 JANUARY

Amandied afterheallegedly
jumped froma flyover leading
to the departure areaof Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose Inter-
national Airport Kolkata, on
Sunday, officials said. The
incident took place at 3.23
p.m.whenhe fell on the air-
port's city-side arrival area
after the plunge from the
flyover, an Airports Authority
ofIndia (AAl) spokesperson
said. The critically injured
man, identified as Oinam
Ranjan Singh, a resident of
Imphal in Manipur, was
immediately examined by
adoctorondutyat theairport
andreferred to Barasat State
General hospital, the
spokesperson said.

“Personnel ofthe NSCBI
police stationtook theinjured
man to astate-run hospital
inBarasatinanambulance,
where the doctors pro-
nouncedhimdead,” asenior
official of the Kolkataairport
said. The Imphal resident
had come to Kolkata a few
daysagoand was scheduled
toreturnon Sunday, airport
sourcessaid. Authoritiesare
investigating the circum-
stances leading to the
incident.
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Building violations curtail usable length of runway as
profiteers rush to construct high-rises in funnel zone

ManjuV@timesofindia.com

bstructions along the aircraft

approach path have forced

NMIA officials to shift the

threshold of Runway 26 by 600

metres from where it physical-
ly begins. Thus, Runway 26 is a ‘displaced
threshold' runway, meaning that its phys-
ical beginning is not considered its
threshold or starting point.

Instead, a line further down the run-
way is designated as the threshold to en-
sure that aireraft descend to land from a
height considered to be above obstruction
clearance, What explains such a situation
in a greenfield project?

The state govi announced the con-
struction of a second airport for MMR in
1997, Three vears later, the Airports Au-
thority of IndiatAAIdetermined that the
Navi Mumbaisite in Ulwe was technically
and operationally feasible for a parallel-
runway airport—MMR's first such, if all

would go as planned. While work on the
new airport was delayed, builders quickly
acquired land around the proposed site,
and residential high-rises sprang up.
Many buildings arenow located under the

approach path (funnel zone) of runway
26—one of the two runways that has al-
ready been constructed.

Why did this happen? For five vears,
between 2007 and 2002, the City and Indus-

trial Development Corporation of Maha-
rashtra (Cideo; Navi Mumbai's main
planning authority), rather than the AAIL
was responsible for issuing building
height permissions, It was only after 2012

parallel runways should faceeven stricter
height restrictions, with the buildings
closest to the runway threshold subject to
the severest limitations. As mentioned,
these height restrictions were not adher-

that buildings were granted
no-objection certificates
(NOCs) by Cideo based on
AAT's  height restriction
norms. Under these norms,
buildings and structures
within a 20km radius of the
airport centre are subject to
height restrictions.

WEB STORY

edtofor NOCs issued by Cid-
cobefore 2012,

A 60D-metre displaced
threshold on a 3.7km-long
runway means that only
3.1km can be used for land-
ing calculations. But for
take-ofl on Runway
26-—heading west into the

Within this radius, build- v Arabian Sea—the entire
ings located within dkm of | How wﬂlﬂ!l‘lﬁw airport | runwayv length can be uti-
the airport’s centre point | grow in the coming lized. Several runways at In-
(and its runways) ¢an be no | years? Scantofindout | dian airports have dis-

taller than 45 metres—about
15 storeys, assuming the airport and the
plotareat the same elevation. Then again,
within this smaller radius, buildings sit-
uated along theaircraft approach paths of
Navi Mumbai airport's upcoming two

placed thresholds due to
man-made obstructionsalongthe aireraft
approach path. The most extreme case is
Runway 28L at Delhi Airport, which hasa
displaced threshold 1,460 meters from the
physical beginningof the runway:
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Domestic airport project in Ambala
Cantt likely to be completed by Feb-end

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

AMIALA, JASUARY Z7
Adeadbne of Febouary 28 has
been foced to complete all for
malities and pending works
ot the underconstruction g
il enclave {domestic airport)
i Ambala Cantonment

The Ambala's arpord i
expected to hove Mights for
Awodhya, Jammu and Lue
know, before adding more
cithes fior air connectivity

Haryana Cabinet Minister
Anil Vig, who has been taking
a keen mlerest inthis project,
prestded over a pint meeting
Sunday evemng with officers
from Civil Aviation, Airports
Autharity of India, Police,
FWD (B&R), and other
department s regarding start
ing of M pht services from the
domestic airport in Ambala
Cantonment. Harvna's Civ
il Aviation Minister Vipul
Goel also pined the mesting
via videoconferencng.

Al Vij said, “Constructing
a domestic arport in Ambala

Cantonment, which onee
seemed  impossble,  was
achieved through  sincers

elforts. As a magor and impor
tant punction, Ambala Can
tonment wall gain consuder

able advantages from the
estabbishment of o domestic
adrport, and e gional develop-
ment  amd  emplovment
opporunities will also see a
bocest, Evervihing is in place.
the machines are  beng
installed aned thework will be
completed ina month.”
Bedore the meeting. the min:
e inspected the abport and
enguired about the machines
installed  for the seounty
checks. He directed the offi

May'hameﬂ|g}1{51-&h}rocrrya.Ja11|1u. Lucknow

aals to expedite the work so
that theopemtions could begin
soon. Vi also directed the
pobice officals o teke the
chirge of the aiport and
ensure stnetmonitorng due to
snsitivity, sinte the airport
wans rvet b the b foroe station.

Ancther mesting will be
held soon in Chandigarh to
finalise preparations for
the commencement of
flight services,

Civil Avintion Minkster Vipul

Goel mstructed officials to
ensure the completion of all
pencling works aned frmalities
telated to the domestic airpont
by Febonuary 28 Healso direct

e alficials to provide securty
trining and complete the
work discussed during the
resetin g on pry,

Chvil Aviation Adviserr Dr

Nurhari Singh Bangar said,
“The sirport was inspected
and the all 1s5ues were dis
cuszed in detal. The basic

PROJECT APPROVED
UNDER UDAN 3.0
SCHEME

In December 2018, the civil
alrport project was approved,
under the Ldan 3.0 scheme
by the Cantra. The praject gat
stuck due to land-refaled
Iszaies. The faundation stone
far the project was laid in
Detober 2023 Whila the cvil
work & compleled, dug lothe
delay in installation of
Secunly equipment and
bapgage scanners, the
project pol daayed.

Cabinet Minister Anil Vij
during an mnepection of the
domestic airport in Ambala
Cantonment on Sunday

mfmstructure and the things
mequired (o make the mrport
operational are complete by
almost 90 per cenl Some
maschines are to be sent by the
Airports  Authority of India
and soon the machines will be
delivered here, Every effort is
being miscle to  oEmmenoe
flight services soon. A meet-
ing chaired by Civil Aviation
Minister Vipul Goel i sched-
uled for Tuesday to address
the remaining tesies”
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176 people evacuated as plane
catches fire at S Korean airport

Associated Press
letters @hindustantimes.com

SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA: A pas-
senger plane caught fire before
take-off at an airport in South
Korea late Tuesday, but all 176
people on board were safely
evacuated, authorities said.

The Airbus plane operated by
South Korean airline Air Busan
was preparing to leave for Hong
Kong when its rear parts caught
fire at Gimhae International
Airport in the southeast, the
Transport Ministry said in a
statement.

All of the plane’s 169 passen-
gers, six crewmembers and one
engineer were evacuated using
an escape slide, the ministry
statement said. The National
Fire Agency said in a release
that three people suffered

Authorities work to extinguisha fire that broke out onan Air Busan
plane at Gimhae International Airportin Busan on Tuesday.

minor injuries during the evac-
uation. The fire agency said the
fire was completely put out at
11:31pm (local time), about one
hour after it deployed firefight-
ersand fire trucks at the scene.

The cause of the fire wasn't
immediately known. The Trans-

port Ministry said the plane is
an A321 model.

Tuesday's incident came a
month after a Jeju Air passen-
ger plane crashed at Muan
International Airport in south-
ern South Korea, killing all but
two of the 181 people on board.
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CISF trashes
man’s claim of

watch theft at
Delhi airport

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

After a Gurugram-based
doctor took to X to com-
plain about his Apple
watch being stolen at Del-
hi’s Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional (IGI) Airport, the
CISF rubbished his claims,
saying CCTV  footage
showed that the man
strapped the watch on his
wrist after completing se-
curity check.

Orthopaedic  surgeon
Tushar Mehta wrote a de-
tailed post on X on January
25, alleging that a person
walked away with his Ap-
ple watch at the airport af-
ter security screening be-
fore he nabbed him. He
had also identified the al-
leged thief as belonging to
a minority community.

“The review of the
CCTV has contradicted the
sequence of events, After
security check, you were
seen wearing your watch
and heading for boarding
gate,” the CISF said.
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Mumbai airport operator MIAL to redevelop
T1 to Increase passenger handling capacity

MUMBAI: Mumbai International
Airport Lid (MIAL), operator of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Inter-
national Airport (CSMIA), 15 set to
embark on a landmark transfor-
mation with the redevelopment of
Terminal 1 (T1).

This ambitious project will
redefine passenger experience
and set an unprecedented stan-
dard in sustaimability and inno-
vation. Once complete, the new
terminal will be able to manage
20 million passengers annually,
an impressive 42 per cent boost in
capacity, rellecting the dynamic
growth of Mumbai

As Mumbal continues to soar

as an international aviation hub,
the new terminal, with a built-up
area of over two million sq. f., is
poised to become a hallmark of
digitisation and consumer con-
venience. The redevelopment of
Terminal 1 will be carried out in
phases 10 minimise disruption 1o
airport operations.

The initial phase involves the
demaolition of the existing strue-
ture. starting from November
2025, followed |:1}' construction of
the new terminal

CSMIA T2, along with Navi
Mumbai International Afrport,
scheduled to be operational in
2025, will manage the capacity

gap created by the demaoli-
tion of T1.

Together, the airports
will accommaodate passen-
gers and flight schedules to
meel the growing demands
of both Mumbai City and
the Mumbai Metropaolitan
Region (MMR).

Speaking on the devel-
opment, Jeet Adant, Direc-
tor, Adani Airport Holdings
Limited said, *The team at
CSMIA is working tire-

lessly with our stakehold-
ers lo ensure a smooth
transition, with minimum
disruption Lo daily opera-
Hons or passenger experi-
ence. This redevelopment is
not only about expanding
capactly—it is about future
prooling our citys place on
the global stage. Our pri-
orily remains to deliver the
exceplional service that
our passengers have come
Lo expect” MPOST
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MP Manoj Tigga faces
public ire over hospital
and airport projects

OUR CORRESPONDENT

ALTPURDUAR: BJP MP
Manoj Tigga faced public ire
during his visit to Alipurduar
Junction on Monday as locals
raised questions about the
progress of a hospital on rail-
way land and the civil airport
project at Hasimara. Slogans
like 'Go Back' and 'Joy Bangla'
were heard as residents voiced
their dissatisfaction.

Tigga was attending a meet-
ing organised by the Alipurduar
Rail Bazaar Traders' Associa-
tion when traders demanded
updates on the hospital and
airport projects. The agitation
follows a December 27 protest,
where a day-long dharna was
held at the DRM office, accom-
panied by a business shutdown
in the Alipurduar Junction area.
Protesters had pledged to con-
tinue their movement until
these demands were addressed.

Responding to the queries,
MP Manoj Tigga stated, “The
Hasimara civil airport project
has progressed significantly,
with 27 acres of land identified

for a terminal. The Ministry of

Civil Aviation will soon begin

Takeaways

» Tigga was attending
a meeting organised
by the Alipurduar
Rail Bazaar Traders'
Association when traders
demanded updates on
the hospital and airport
projects

» The agitation follows a
December 27 protest,
where a day-long
dharna was held
at the DRM office,
accompanied by a
business shutdown in the
Alipurduar Junction area

work. Regarding the hospital,
I will approach Union Health
Minister JP Nadda and update
the 'Unnayan Manch' officials
on progress.’

Tushar Ranjan Ghosh,
joint convener of the ‘Dooars
Unnayan Manch', commented,
“Our discussion with the MP
was productive. We'll continue to
press for our demands and won't
back down.
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Man from
Imphal kills
self at Kolkata
airport

GOURAB NETO

KOLKATA: Tension spread
among the other passengers
and people at the Netaji Sub-
hash Chandra Bose Inter-
national (NSCBI) Airport
in Kolkata on Sunday after-
noon after a man committed
suicide by jumping from the
departure flyover.

According to sources, the
deceased identified as Oinam
Ranjan Singh of Imphal aged
about 50 years had arrived at
the city on January 23. Sin
since then was found stroll-
ing inside airport premises
aimlessly. On Sunday Cen-
tral Industrial Security Force
(CISF) personnel spotted
Singh at the airport and ques-
tioned him about his inten-
tions. While talking CISF
personnel found that Singh
was talking meaningless.

Suspecting Singh was
mentally unstable, he was
taken to a hospital from
where the man was released
after treatment.

After getting discharged,
Singh again reached the
NSCEI Airport premises.

He reached in front of
the departure lounge on the
departure flyover. All of a
sudden, Singh jumped down
from the flyover and fell on
the taxi bay in front of the
arrival lounge. Immediately
Singh was rescued and rushed
to Barasat District Hospi-
tal Where he was declared
brought dead.

Controversy cropped up
about how a person reached
the place in front of the depar-
ture lounge on the flyover
without getting noticed.



AIF?PLJH ISAUT HOR!T‘T UF iNUlA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA DELHIT 2% JANUARY 2025

PLANE CATCHES FIRE AT Kong at Gimhae International
SOUTH KOREAN AIRPORT: Airport. This incident comes a
The tail of a passenger plane month after the fatal crash of a

with 176 people on board caught  Jeju Air plane that killed almost
fire before takeoff at an airportin  everyone on board, becoming the
Busan, South Korea on Tuesday worst-ever aviation accident in
night. The 169 passengers and the country. The Dec 29 crash of
crew were safely evacuated Boeing 737-800 jet brought a wide
using an inflatable slide. The Air  range of inspections into the
Busan plane was bound for Hong  country's safety standards



Al F{P OR

TSAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA

MUMEBAT

28 JANUARY 2025

ﬂilllrlnlll'lilﬂlhlfl
Manthan K Mehts

BIA 8 set b

iy

in
AR nf]r'nr'g
nREY ACONSE

through a network of s,

Metro limes sl esven waber
brmnsport.
Currently the  apoaming

Alrport 1s linked to Muambal

n||mlpluunlmL'|l‘-r|w>a B

Pamml Highwmy which con

Inrrughlnn'PH1hl.\m
I

x timesa-
=, I.I.I.'|.|.IK el from soutly
Mumshat &0 Mot Mumbad o
Just 30 minaites. Bat gecting 1o
Sewr] from different parts o
K i enry tnkes bnpger dur
ki botrs. Theough, resi
e Culfe Parsde
Park in e [sdanil
elbyare st bogaln bnmedidcly
s thair proscinsity oo Sewr will
takn tham to the new alrpor
Bt b thes et frge ot
Theeses froam heeasiern sub
terts can nch NMEA via Adro-
v Link Resd or ke
Thane-Belapur roate {which
runs paralied o the irans-har
botar radlwsy o). Bur peopls
from the western subnrhs will
b Jonger pourneys Alroli
ek Firsaa sl VTR cmrw iy sypons
2 . Dl il cukpes
ton makes these slower,
resalting in bonger trns] tipss.
Rassichonts [rom Mirs Road and
Dahimnr will fxce ndditionnl de
Iy boomise thern aren't direct
roites oot ng e i (e
alrport. Ono: Cosstel ol s
exterrled, iravel e roslidenis of
the western suburts will be
raicken Far poaple living in ar:
e Barther out, Hke Kalyan
Denndbivii, and Amiwrnath, the
Ealyan-Shilphain e con
fects 1o he Aliport thiegh
Slon-Pamel Highway Though
thase routes e knger, Hwy
sill offer impartant alternes
tivess far those livimg in Mom
bnd's el sialiiarbe.
Beat (e Marivire of eomnectie
1 MIEA s D ighit. D L
port begins operations, pas-
sengers will have acorssn
bric: shugside baises fio
bon milway stations. Staticn
Ik Trrghar and Bamandangri
oy the Ul Eree will of¥er shut
U3 b Kl koL Siach buses
willl also smeve possengeTs -
clig  from st 5
h.n.1r'_gr|.1r Mansaroy
disbywar, poed P,
it ne Ty bt poinds for
those trovelling froen Thame
Mumibal, " Kaoiikan, anil
Ralyan-Dombivil. The buses
will be squigime wrTy hs-

-
Asforsubmrhan truns, they

LU g iii(e, | METRO & WATER TAXIS LONG WAY OFF

BY LOCAL TRAIN

= island city and
eastem suburbs
wia MBPT road or
Frooway ta MTHL

Distance | X-45km
Tieme | 45-T0 mins

Distance | 40-45km
Tirme 5II-T5|||II|L

+ Thang and

Distance | 45-55km
Tirma | §-2 howrs

= Kalyan,
Dombivii,
Ambernath,
Badiapur thraugh
Shilphata road
Distance | 15-58km
Tiime | 45-120 reias
# Distant towns
wia Pume eway
and Goa higheay

Distance | 100~
12km

Tiime | 150170
i1

10

ONCE YOU HIT MTHL,
ROAD IS YOUR BEST BET IN INITIAL YEARS

| — iy

mins

| acsmror gore-
| gaon-Andhe t
Severl, omin MTHL
Déstance | 32-55km
Time | by fo 90

& CSMT bo Vashi/
Seawoods/le-
lapur poto shutthe
bus o alepert
Distance | 13-45km
Time | %0 mins

o CSMT to Sea-
waoids to Targhar
(Uran ling)
Distance | 35km
i | B0 mins

® Kalyan/Thane
Lo Panved via
trars-harbour e

| = Fenpened

— ey |

CIEm.

e cowiidrct e

® Dirpct Metro connec vty
it NMIA frem mest paris
of MM vl by petabistad
i & dechds, Bal B the Gims
Being, the existing Metro
line=s earybe usesd Hus:
FROM WESTERN SUBUSSS
® Take Moo JA-T o Metro
3{Phase 1) and connect sty
Weersiyi-Ancdher-Ghathopst
fdatro (Line 1), A
Ghathopar, e bl or aulo
0 Che Brpet v Son-
Fanvedl Highway or Ezstem
Freeway-MTHL

Distance | 50+

Time | 2 hours
(g the euntmg Wstm e b

MAIA sarthorities are in taks with the
Maharaslea Maritime Board to aunch
weater {ai senvdces from Radio Club n Colahs
t0 the: NMLA jetty, “We're preparing & fensibility
report along the route, expecting services o
start dunng the next phase of the ainpart's
construction n 36297 an official said, “The
mindset amound water taxis needs to change
and thery should be utilized to connect to the
airpart. For example, at Radio Club, passengers
could chack in. and then passangers and their
baggage could travel separately, ensuring a
sm-omn'ranslernnhulrnnrt“

® A pagsenger tenminal is proposed at Rada
Chab near Gateway, which will allow
passengers bo check in their lugpage before
boarding catamarans to the new airport.
This airport wil also feature a termirsal for
both passenger and cargo waber transport

Deitance | 3 km; Time | & mins

& HMIA expicts tn handr wnlf:u carga |11."|I: Imm DDr!\.
along the To0km Konkan coastline, Gugarat, and lawaharial et
Port Trust (JNPT), especially perishable goods Bke Alphonsa
mangoes. The upcoming Vadhvan port will have a strategic
advantage, and INPT's presenca 5 a major camo b will help the
airport capiure & major share of the commiencial Iogistics. markel
Distimce, time | 'Will depend on port kacition

will fised prassengurs

P, Wirly the Key Haibs beimg
CSMT.Thane. sl Kakyan, Pas-
setgs (o these nres will be

ahln to take the harboar linefill  be
Sowri, which connects b the

1o fhee nir

il

nirport through MTHL, nedur.
Eronved timee for pesople oo
Trean areas ke Kaly
Dol dsciss)
wen, civic authorities and
the airport’s developers aim o

s barmith

et shuridles fo mor arens
witliln MMR, el gt sk
o urbs like Vasul-Viesr

Alihough Meiroconnectivi
ty wom't be wnilable immaedi

il At

ately there sreambitious plans
sohatEve Metrn network

corinec ihe
il J||I! Navi

bai'sairpor o NMLA n jusi®  lioe BA willconnees Belagurio
Uvibes, This Hise will featire M hiuird and Inlegese with

an wrdlerpround sectlon be MetroLine 38, which b expect-

tvetsan Aruihard snd Glasthopar e 10 bevendy {1 themast coupls

boforo crossng Vashi Bsyonn of yonrs.

Slam bridge. Another Metm InaddatianinMet, the Na-

il Medmo network
with Cidon plam
to L Bedapiar
'I'I||- Tiikm

e major high-apesd rail oo
jects. The MlumshelAbmwsla
g | buillet tradn
A o Cigamat. allowing
||u\.|'||| 15 10 rench the adrport
i a matier of howrs. Addition
ally the AMumbai Hydersbel
Higgh-Speed ol Corridar
MM s s b
PIUYe  ecainact]
Maharashtrn and Telangana,
st passger and
i art e ilrpeont

mvernl impartnt read in
Frustricture nun!*: o Bunve

1 {healrport. By 206, 1116 Se-
riWorll Compeetor will cwt
trwen| timp borwoan Mumbai's
westorn suburbs

MTHL 1o juist e mb
passite comgesied ity moads
Consial road projects, like the
i Sea Link ex
prowlde nuick-

In Mavi Mambai. Cideo isdemel
oping e coastal ol fhe
U Constn] Fowndd e Bhaeegh-
ar Coustal Foad—{o impecie
part. Adl
e
il I_"lk Fecaud and Thane Bao-
i underpronnd toamnel, ex
pected o opon by J68, will re
e traved Al ease
g

Waker tronspori will adso
play am smparTAnt Yok m sk
part conmoctnty The atrport's
looution along  the Belaar

cveek nuenns i will Ensisehoth
passenperand corgn terminals
Pans ape n Li:\w

5 ke Vsl
anit Db,

[EL
hilp e traved tme to e
alrport, makirg |t more acces
b fror el | vving i the s

For carpn, the airports
procimity o the Jwwaharial
Nehiru Pari Trust GINET) and
ober neity ports st U:l'

rill make \'\.II,\ .|
e e emcpart of gois
like Alphomsn T T |
atber purishabie Bems. The de
velopmeni of an expresesmay
v g e WUTHL b e okl
Poure Highweay will also im-
PR CRTEN MOVRTLEEL, afsur
inginster logsticsfor exportens
and husinesses,




AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA MUMBAT 28 JANUARY 2025

Ples: 5L Shantl Kasmar

Manju i & limesafinga com

i Mumbal AREA ® Lqilvelent to
milan earriers operiting oul of Internatianal 115 Azadf
Semban mirports T & 2 will nised 1w Alrport m Maicans. in
s et e of bl Mlhies o Na CNMIA) eonirast, Murmbal
vl Mumbai [ntermesbiomnl Abrport - Ll acres mirport's ama it suslainabie ayialisn fuel
(NMIAY starting with the aire i Mimbak L9768 acres (SAF} far arcraft refueliing

terscivediale ol e emd ol Ot olTickads | "

® To hie the first
srpart in inda bn
ffor decizatnd

e Abrtines will determme the flighds in
b shifd i NMLA whle planing i mml‘::Ls TERMINAL | [ et REMAINING TERMINALS
it e narh fromm Ot IE‘H
:r‘v;lx:’\“‘nrt:lll':dl;h:‘—zr:::c’:;un’!knlx rh R id m]”lon ____T'hl“'l.]' mmlm-“'

[EEREEE NI
prowilal 3

e (8 AW PSS
ElLdiaen R Linktal maiidbs
 KIMILA

{asaclaned capacity)

30 million 'L"T.};’f.’,“.';'
| 20 million

r|n.r|1||r||'|1sr||s fiewmn % sl J{TE 2 and 3} 3 : |
MM A werodromms lisense 5 exgecml EXPECTED 1 “ General Gerwernl Caig P — bt
sy v il e Aeromaiit o TR bt Hioc W Remote avlation wilation n]l\crnﬂ 20 lmF|I0n

harer Terminai & (T4)

Purlil et joa (o mamoand eomtndming mepals
Uoid atel procodies) & expocisl oo |

hangars

lnagghit ol en Fefrtl A Torrmsd inauagors
tion il b el o Anel 1 . s | RUNWAYS HUW IIIFFEEH‘I FROM MUMBAI?
3 alber A 7

:'F}'Iﬂ:;:_.':ll"ﬂ‘ “"IH:"::‘-‘:!'E'":?J'W ‘ Marnber of rinwaEys '| Digivatra will be maation an lood and Bereer

A ftliof Mambat's annl flyees will {paralie] te tach avaliabie from aar age outiets, shopping out-
Iave b0 chioose: (he tew alrpor i el ther, unlike port esry to boarding  luts. 7 wil 0 M e
ity When boaking o He Mumbal's alrport's ahle &L Muitibal airport, sengens fn book flights,
Mo o drop dosm with two Crgs-rumwayt) it iy awnllable ondy freem  book car parking. ric
s~ T, o aistingOhnnerapatishiv — winport entry o security  + |ATA 753 for real-lime

ciearance [_ baggage iracking 16

‘\ lml-irlcilmnﬁj— illlow passengers to track
fion programme ke Eheck-in bags pre-depar-

:hmlpmmm:h,m ture and past-arrival

- wilien bags ane in Mayi
) Abbosed passenger o nicnort. Post

mnhni air
1 -~ will come up for flight opticae Lile
i rin, for which pessoigers

e s ey CRCIT, 1 s Db e ik Displaced thrﬁshnld

il My waiticnnd airpert, il
AT, thee upemming N L1 m m

port, e OO e new Mags Atrpael b 3
Mowth Gia. Uil fke tralibng betwesen T | 115 & runway threshold that is ""“"’"’M’m laneiig, aEssEnger wil
e T1ef Mambai aiipors, MM1A fficinds nut i the physical beginaing af ¥ oy 4 et an SMS about check-

passengers ‘walling time o

said thoy o it bag urdaading status,
disglay’ ol ntry, D781 Tog nchnalogy will be
bekation Securty 0Tk rary wanilabio tn pirlinos
sl immigration cheeh [ ol s 5

enpirs b
A)-Based survedl- Erack their hags af other

1 CHMT pEssEngeTs with the runway

itiieerniries fal demand ravd Detween |

e i For insinnce. o passencer | LARGELY UMIDIRECTIONAL RUNWAY
wefan Dl it Mol unil fass aiy vevwanl |
vormectivity om Mavi Mombsl abrpori

Wl meedd Irvsi o by | | goufu Mlmm“l.n"n I lance system for ge- Rirports s well

"irtian welisiies worr] give s iiniwely 26, with | carity ta idontily pas-  — T ased asset

mnwenim: banking sphion, wnl thae Alrcraf comies in fum Mamean § sangery who aeed medi- [ rackin tom de-

posenyges makes tien difrent bookings end. facing wek i land | il awsistance signod to rr?o?i‘:snrﬂlr [

withrwuTNREs " eabd anofTiclal L e ———— [ Adani|spiohelp  cabonof essential ssels |
Thi lilg guestiod) fow s whelhey e 1) warler, wies wind (reclion 3 with rvigation such &5 wheelchairs and

irport. wiich has nelssed moy dead changes, aircraft will wse nnway 05, ||5r|1||uh|lﬂ||.u] infor.  Liodleys

e, wall wich o the et oo v b comming in from Arzbizn Sea facing

AIR TRAFFIC
CONTROL

it forthn “-‘U“-'“‘"“E"‘ eaal, ag with Memihal srpart
trpares semoes bkl o |

i
prened, piledel ruoways, Tghts and pes INSTRUMENT LADING STSTEM
e, wdhile Hie spoecestarvml, single

vy Mumbai slrpor couldn't grow | ® Codde Frumiay, CAT-| Inisially THI ATC MRIT AT NAWI
wrenigh o mest the rismg demand ® Later the moee advanced CATA, MUMBAT WILL WORK IN

Furnow, work on the Tl iaiddigsn X | abewing operatinns to contirun COORDIMATEON WITH THE
wl Mumbead is ging oo war footing * _I'I) | eveft I 350-metre runveay ekl KTC UNIT AT ABURERAL

the prit of {his manth, the mmti airid
el b et il e e Faaord il be

& The ATC unit &l Navi

resdy Ty March end. The: (ecmins] balli OTHER FERTVRED mﬂmr‘:gﬂ;:n
bing |l Bl e conmtroction. colling kil “‘_"I! Hnm*,'"_jlr'_ﬂ'?‘_m_”“aﬁ umndmﬂcﬂn!.rnlla-_.
B o e L | 3 gt ) e o e
ot Fchcs Lo (AN i s |AmtirpmiRent | nawi s # The tower controlier
et I SUSTAINABILITY R s

INITIATIVES

pushhack, and oversen

| e——n o o e
| grosnd movements

| ® Abrertl desanting Navd
Wursal will be guided by
182 tiwver conbrelier untsl
reaching 2000 1L sfter
‘which piiots will switch to

g et ] by it ol 1 i will be Trs ots
rogion's growth, meviog ses cracial hub 28 Mw ectricty demand,
T trawuilers acrons thegohe = oot o wisch |1 WO will B 5ol s powe

Al i e bk iy by
TOL twer courriers sabd fheir SNAIA oper | 'r?".&]':’::;l"m el turks
m phannleg slage Thedwi | 2
Wumbal T bs expected fo reach st | S SUS13inAbE Sviation fus ank

I o 1200 M caoac i) FULL . |t appeoach controller at
tiom paini fy  mEkae—possibly  th ST W0 capa ity open Wurmbai ATC in Sahar
wlhwrsest saliimiion e |||I:- wrfd fier i fraim day one CAPACITY 90 milim“ 133 uwmm '4? Mwﬂll | -
pre=nflckd sirport terminal Theexisting | S0 o e passengers per aonam | arcrall | cargoalerall | energy generation | e Siilarly, aniving ket
e of bothaspors will beexpac] of oNCEALLFOOR || &0 mact | stands | :Tr;.:*mm“mwdrmz
X — | TERMINALS e B

e b bk | il | B0 o o sl ® Far  ETng 1o ne WEE OPERATIONAL 3-2 mlﬂlﬂﬂ 1 W *-_ | controller et aboat 1,500
weys ey oy b besoguraiion of' e rew ninport, a greenfieid with lntest ACROSS tang of cargo handiieg IU'? | aonaral ’EH‘ loet, then by ithe Nawt
wirpiert ma the reglon will finally ger i | techaslegy and armenitios would 1 WLLION 5§ M capabllity In infegraied | jpmete | Eviabion alremfl | Ml tower mantrler
wcond airport, muking i 2 momentnian | mean higher fees acros the beard BUALT-UP AREA AlF cargo compies stands - | parking e <caur | for the tinal deszent

1 ks Missory of wir el !




m*:rrﬁ—'l

AIRPORTS AUT HOR! 1Y UF INDILA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE ASSAM TRIEUNE

GUWAHATI

28 JANUARY 2025

Maha Kumbh: Gouvt says taking steps to rationalise fares for Prayagray flights

NEW DELHI, Jan 27: The
civil aviation ministry on
Monday said steps are being
taken to rationalise airfares
for fhights to Prayagra) and
the number of flights has
been increased to cater to the
rising traffic demand in view
of the Maha Kumbh.

Amid concerns over surg-
g airfares for the flights to
Prayagraj, where the Maha
Kumbh will be on till Febru-
ary 26, officials of aviation
regulator DGCA held a meet-
ing with airline representa-
tives last week and urged
them to add more flights and
rationahse the ticket prices.

Currently, there are 132
flights operating with ap-
proximately 80,000 month-
ly seats to Prayagra) from
various Indian cities. Praya-
graj is connected directly
with 17 cities against 8 cit-
ies in December 2024,

In a release, the mimistry
said that with direct and con-
necting flights reaching 26
cities, including Srinagar and
Visakhapatnam, Prayagrajis
now a well-connected hub
for devotees.

According to the mimstry,
the new flights are part of the
ongomng efforts to ensure re-
gional connectivity and ac-

commodate the mflux of trav-
ellers to Prayagra during the
Maha Kumbh period.
Further, the mimstry sad
the addition of these flights
1s expected to ease the pres-

sure on airfares and improve
overall accessility for dev-
otees and tourists.

“As per the directions of
Civil Aviation Minister KRM
Naidu to ensure that airfares

remain in check as the festi-
val's peak days approach, es-
pecially during the forthcom-
ing Shal Sanan on January
29th, February 3rd, and other
important sanan on February

4th, February 12th, and Feb-
ruary 26th; DGCA has ad-
vised airlines to ensure suffi-
cient capacity toaccommodate
passengers,” the release said.

Under current norms, air-

fares are deregulated and
are not controlled by the
government.

Akasa Air will start fhghts
on January 28 and 29 to
Prayagraj from Ahmedabad.
In February, the airline plans
to operate 9 fights from Ah-
medabad and 12 fhghts from
Bengaluru to Prayagraj, add-
mg around 4,000 seats.

SpiceJet will commence
launch flights to Prayagraj
from Dell1, Chennai, Guwa-
hati, Bengaluru, Ahmeda-
had, Mumbay, Jaipur and Hy-
derabad. This will add about
43,000 seats in February, as
per the release.

For the ongoing Maha
Kumbh, the Prayagraj airport
witnessed 30,172 passengers
and operated 226 flights m just
one week, surpassing 5,000
passengers in a single day for
the first time. Night flights
have also been introduced.

Earlier this month, travel
portal Ixigo said that book-
ings as well as airfares for
flights to Prayagra) have
jumped multifold with the
air ticket prices rising up to
21 per cent for the Delhi-
Prayagra) flights.

The Maha Kumbh, which
started on January 13, will
end on February 26. — PTI
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Fasing leasing
New Bill bridges legislative gap in aviation

he Cabinet’s recent approval of the
T Protection and Enforcement of Interests in

Aircrafts Objects Bill addresses a gaping
legislative anomaly that has placed India in conflict
with global conventions on aircraft leasing. The Bill
ratifies the Cape Town Convention (CTC), the global
protocol on matters specific to aircraft equipment.
The CTC has largely been inoperative in India, one of
the largest aviation markets, despite the country
having been a signatory to it since 2008 —- because
Parliament has not ratified the CTC.

CTC is an essential mechanism to achieve
efficient financing of high-value aircraft and
parts by lowering the risk of lessors (or
owners). In the highly capital-intensive
aviation industry, the general practice
adopted by airlines is to lease aircraft so that
they can develop a fleet without having to
make big investments in buying aircraft.
Presently, a majority of around 700
passenger commercial aircraft in India are
leased. International protocols such as the
CTC are necessary to safeguard the interests
of the lessors who would otherwise have to
deal with high-value aircraft/equipment
stranded in foreign territories for prolonged
periods without being able to repossess
them. But in the absence of ratification, its
provisions remained in conflict with
domestic statutes including the Civil
Procedure Code, the Specific Relief Act, the
Companies Act and, most importantly, the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC).

Symptomatic of this legislative anomaly
was the case of Go First which initiated its
voluntary insolvency under IBC which led to
afreezing of the airline’s assets, including
the aircraft. The lessors were prevented
from recovering their aircraft as bankruptcy
protection superseded the international
protocol. Although the government
subsequently amended the IBC to exempt
transactions involving aircraft, aircraft
engines and helicopters from bankruptcy
proceedings, it failed to reassure global
entities who became increasingly wary of
leasing aircraft to Indian airlines. The
Aviation Working Group, a global aviation
leasing watchdog, placed India on a watchlist
with a negative outlook, for not meeting
international aircraft possession
obligations. The overall impact for the
Indian aviation sector was that risk
premiums charged by global lessors
multiplied and aircraft financing costs rose
exponentially. Airlines passed on the
enhanced costs to consumers through high
air fares.

The legislation proposed now
circumvents legal conundrums which have
aggrieved global players in India. It would
allow settlement of cases between lessors
and airlines under CTC provisions. This
would lower risk premiums, make airlines’
operations cost-effective and hopefully
bring down passenger fares. The
government hopes it will facilitate India’s
growth as a leasing financial centre not just
for domestic players but for foreign airlines
as well. Currently, aircraft leasing business
is mostly undertaken through foreign
financial centres like Ireland.
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SpiceJet plans to resume
ﬂlghts to Saudi Arabia

.l.nauh Phadiiis
fumbe

Spiceler plans o restore
its service to Seudi Arabig
with the re-entry of Boeing
737 Mux. Saud: Arabia is
the secomnd largest marker
for Indian travellers be-
hind UAFE and the re-entry
of 737 Max aircraft into
service would  enable
Spicelet to carry  higher
passenger and cargo loads
torthe Wiest Asian country,
The return inte service
of the fuel-efficient 737
Max aircraft follows the
airtine’s tie up with U5-
based maintenance repair

and overhaul unit Stand-

ard Aero Inc. In December,
Spicelet had seven 737
Max nircraft and these
were prounded from last
Seprember.

CAPITAL INFUSION
AT3,000 erore capital infu-
sion kst Seprember en-
abled the wirline to restore
grounded aircraft and clear
pending dues.

“The re-induction of our
first grounded Boeing 737
MAX wireraflt i a moment
of immense pride and an
important milestone  for
Spicelet,” Chairman Ajay
Singh said in a statement.

The 737 Max aircraft
will be back in action for
Spicelet from Wednesday.
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Spicelet to re-induct
Boeing 737 Max
into operations

SPICEJETON TUESDAY
said it is setto
rH'ir'-I.‘IL.'I.1 one |1f Es

grounded Boeing 737
Max aircraft into operations fram
January 2%, as part of its plan to
put allthese planes backinto
service in a phased manner
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Mansarovar Yatra,
direct air ﬂlghts on

FP.J News Service
BEIJING

India and China on Monday
decided o resume the Kail-
ash Mansarovar Yatra as the
two sides agreed to take
peaple-centric steps to "sta-
bilise and rebuild” tes.

The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said this fol-
lowing Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri's talks with his
Chinese counterpart Sun
Weidong in Beijing,

It saicl the rwo sides also
agreed in principle 1o re-

sume direct air services be-

tween the two countries.

"As agreed between Prime
Mimnister Narendra Modi and
President Xi Jinping at their
meeting in Kazan in October,
the two sides reviewed the

} Contd on | nation

Manasarovar Yatra...

state of India-China bilateral relations compre-
hensively and agreed to take certain people-cen-
tric steps to stabilize and rebuild tes” the MEA
said.

The MEA said the two sides also agreed to hold
an early meeting of the India-China expert level
mechanism to discuss resumption of provision of
hvdrelogical data and other cooperation pertain-
ing to trans-border rivers; the two sides agreed to
take appropriate measures to further promote
and facilitate people-to-people exchanges, includ-
ing media and think-tank interactions.

Incidentally, 2025 marks the 75th anniversary of
the establishment of diplomatic relations between
India and China.

Xinhua reports the Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi told Indian Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri the two countries should meet half way and
commit themselves to mutual understanding
rather than mutual suspicion.

The visit of Misri, India's former Ambassador to
China, comes ahead of the celebrations of China's
Spring Festival and the Chinese New Year, begin-
ning on January 29, during which the country will
officially shut down for a weel.
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{ MUMBAI-BOUND Al FLIGHT } DGCA INITIATES PROBE

Mid-air ‘hijack’ alert activates security protocol

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: At 8.40pm on Mon-
day night, Air India’'s Mumbai-
bound flight AT 2957 which had
just taken off from New Delhi's
Indira Gandhi airport sent an
emergency signal to air traffic
control (ATC) in the Capital, sug-
gesting it had been hijacked.

Delhi ATC immediately setin
motion a protocol that requires
alerting the destination airport,
security agencies, the Indian Air
Force. A central committee,
comprising representatives from
Delhi police, Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF), which is
responsible for airport security,
Airports Authority of India
(AAI), Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS) and the Air
Force was formed.

Although the pilot informed
ATC that it was a false alarm,
there was no let unin the proto-

col. “How can the ATC assume
that the pilot is not being pres-
sured to tell the authorities that
the flight is uneventful? What if
he is at gunpoint and has been
asked to say so?” asked a former
ATC official who asked not to be
named. The flight, with 126 pas-
sengers, landed in Mumbai at
9:47pm, where the authorities
were ready forit. “An aerodrome
committee at Mumbai airport
was formed as per protocol and
a full emergency was declared at
the airport, at around 9:30pm,
where all the local police and
stakeholders along with NSG
(National Security Guard) were
deployed,” a Mumbai airport
official said, asking not to be
named.

The aircraft was taken to an
isolation bay, and passengers
were allowed to deboard only
after an hour, after establishing
that all was in order, the official
added.

THE DIRECTORATE
GENERAL OF CIVIL
AVIATION (DGCA)
HAS BEGUNITS
PROBE INTOTHE
INCIDENT,
AVIATION MINISTRY
OFFICIALS SAID

According to a Delhi airport
official who asked not to be
named, the drama started when
“the aircraft’s transponder sent a
‘squawk 7500’ code to the Delhi
ATC immediately after its take
off.” The signal was up for three
minutes, they added.

Squawk codes are four-digit
codes ranging from 0000 to 7777
seton an aircraft’s transponder.
These unique identifiers allow
air traffic control units to distin-
guish between different aircraft.

However. in ATC parlance.

7500, 7600 and 7700 are fixed
codes for emergency situations.
While squawk 7600 and 7700
indicate radio communication
failure and any aircraft-related
emergency respectively, squawk
7500 indicates unlawful interfer-
ence —in other words, a hijack.
Aviation ministry officials said
that the airline had reported the
matter and the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation (DGCA),
along with along with BCAS and
CISF, has begun its probe into
the incident. “The aim is to find
out the cause of the false indica-
tion. Whether it was the pilot
error or the air traffic controller
on duty who, may be, misread
the indication will only be clear
after the investigation is con-
cluded,” one ministry official
said on condition of anonymity.
HT reached out to DGCA offi-
cials but did not get a comment
till the time of going to print.
An Air India spokesnerson

remained unavailable for a com-
ment. However, an airline offi-
cial familiar with the incident
said, “There has been no indica-
tion of any crew involvement
into the incident. It could have
been a technical error, all of
which will be known only after
the regulator’s (the DGCA)
enquiry is concluded.”

A second ministry official
added: “The pilot, however,
learnt about the false indication
after take off. He informed the
local ATC that the aircraft was
operating in a regular situation
and that it was not hijacked.”

“However, once the indication
is made, the stakeholders need to
follow a protocol and prepare for
the worst,” this official added on
condition of anonymity.

After landing, “the pilot
repeatedly insisted that the
plane had not been hijacked and
that it had been a regular flight,”
the Mumbai airnort official said.
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ns and roads: Crowds swell in
season of Kumbh— not just in Prayagraj

lanes, trai

A rushof devotees in Pravagrai on Tuesdav. Bl

Kenneth John and
Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

PRAYAGRAJ/NEW DELHI: Itisan
event that organisers spend
years to set up, given the sheer
scale of visitors it attracts. But
authorities at the Maha Kumbh
are struggling to handle a ris-
ing tide of devotees inundating
Prayagraj this week, leaving the
mela grounds packed far
bevond capacitv and ensuring

that systems put meticulously
in place are stretched to the
limit.

The deluge ahead of the
most auspicious day of the
45-day spectacle, Mauni Amav-
asya on Tuesday, has sent air
and train fares zooming, and
even spilled over across other
religious towns, forcing
authorities at the Ram Temple
in faraway Ayodhya to issue
appeals to people to defer their

continued on->19

KUMBH RUSH
visits.

The administration at the
Maha Kumbh, elated and inun-
dated at the same time, admit-
ted on Tuesday that matters
were now out of their hands.

“We have done our best and
the rest is in the hands of Maa
Gange (the river goddess). We
are humans and have put in
place the best of arrangements
possible for an expected record
turnout of 80 million to 100
million for a single event in a
single day. Now, the rest is up
to Bade Hanumanji,” said
Vivek Chaturvedi, additional
district magistrate (Maha
Kumbh).

Roughly 80 million people
are likely to take the dip at the
holy Sangam spot on Wednes-
day. This surge has left the
grounds packed, the pontoon
bridges groaning, and police
struggling to keep queues and
erect barricades.

The reverberations of the
crowding are being felt even
160km away in Ayodhya.

The Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust on Tues-
day urged devotees to postpone
their visits to Ayodhya for
15-20 days due to an unprece-
dented surge of pilgrims,
which has brought the city toa
standstill. Trust secretary
Champat Rai appealed as the
number of devotees visiting the
temple town surged to an
unprecedented five million
over the last two days.

The influx coincides with
pilgrims arriving from Prayag-
raj after participating in the
Maha Kumbh. “The roads lead-
ing to Ayodhya are over-
whelmed with traffic jams
stretching over 20km. Manag-
ing this unexpected congrega-
tion has become exceedingly
challenging for the administra-
tion, Rai said

“We urge local devotees to
postpone their visit to Ayodhya
by 15-20 days. This will provide
a more convenient experience
for pilgrims travelling from
distant places during this peak
period,” he added.

The rush of pilgrims has
sent airfares through the roof.
While the ticket costs for Delhi
to Prayagraj flights have soared
to 320,000 or more from
35,000, one seeking to fly in
from Mumbai must shell out
anywhere between 320,000 to
256,000.

The civil aviation ministry
has urged airlines to add addi-
tional flights to meet the

increased demand. Amid a
surge in air fares, the civil avia-
tion minister Ram Mohan
Naidu has also asked the min-
istry to ensure that airfares
remain in check.

“The addition of these flights
is expected to ease the pressure
on airfares and improve overall
accessibility for devotees and
tourists,” a statement from the
ministry read.

“To meet increased demand
for air travel to Prayagraj dur-
ing Mahakumbh, DGCA has
approved 81 additional flights
in January, raising Prayagra’sj
connectivity via 132 flights
from across India,” the govern-
ment stated on Monday. Uttar
Pradesh saw an immense rise
in tourism with 33 crore visi-
tors in 2024, and hosting 100
billion visitors as of 23rd Janu-
ary, 2025 for Mahakumbh,”
Rikant Pittie, CEO &
co-founder of EaseMyTrip said.

Trains, too, are running full.

The Indian Railway, by run-
ning more than 300 trains for
the day, expects to cater to
approximately one million pas-
sengers in one day.

Around 13,500 trains are
being operated in the Prayagraj
area until the Mahakumbh
2025 ends. Out of these, around
10,000 trains are regular and
3,500 are Mela Specials.

“There will be a train to or
from Prayagraj every four min-
utes,” Satish Kumar, chairman
and CEO of the Railway Board
said.

There are multiple security
challenges as well.

More than 30,000 police per-
sonnel from 70 districts have
been deployed to keep track of
tens of millions of people, with
the help of 2,700 Al-powered
cameras. In a first, underwater
drones aided by 25 marine
commandoes from Vizag are
providing real-time surveil-
lance, especially when millions
of devotees are thronging the
48 ghats on a 12-km stretch to
take the holy dip at Sangam.

A total of 102 checkpoints,
manned by 1,100 police person-
nel, have also been set up in the
Mela area.

Yet, there is agreement that
only divine intervention can
help in controlling the surge.

Akhil Bharatiya Akhada Par-
ishad president Mahant Ravin-
dra Puri said. “Arrangements
are fine, but the Mela runs on
faith. Such a crowd has never
been witnessed in the Mela...
but Maa Gange will take care of
everything.”
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India, China agree to
resume air travel

feadhack@iivemint.com
BEI/ING/MEW DELHI

agreed to resume direct air

services after nearly five
vears and work on resolving
differences over trade and
economic issues, New Delhi
said, as relations continue to
thaw aftera deadly 2020 bor-
der clash.

Following a meeting on
Monday in Beijing between
foreipm secretary Vikram Misri
and China’s foreign minister
Wang Yi, India’s foreign min-
istry said that both sides would
negotiate a framewor on the
Rights resumyption at an “early
date”.

China's foreign ministry
confirmed on Tuesday that
Mights would resume, and said
Wang had told Misri that
China and India should com-
mit to “mutual support and
mutual achievement™ mther
than “suspicion” and "aliena-
o™,

“Specific concerns in the
econoamic and trade areas were
discussed with a view to
resolving these issnes and pro-

Ind]u and China have

Iindia’s top diplomat Yikram
Misr (left) with China's foralgn
minister Wang YL PTI

moting long-term policy
transparency and predictabil-
ity.” the Indian statement said,
without going into details.

Analysts sav sluggish econ-
omies and trade threats from
US President Donald Trump
are encouraging China and
India to work more closely
tomether.

Trump has warned he will
impose tariffs on China and
India is a large market for
China, while New Delhi wants
Chinese expertise, compo-
nents, and machinery to fuel
exports and the economy,
which is coming off recent
highs.
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Spicejet will reinduct one of its grounded Boaing
737 Max aircraft into operations on 29 jan HT

Spicejet toreinduct
grounded fleet

omestic budget carrier Spicelet on
D Tuesday said it is set to re-induct one of

its grounded Boeing 737 Max aircrafi
into operations from 29 January, as part of its
plan to put all these planes back into service in
a phased manner.

The first such plane is set to be deploved on
high-demand markets such as Jeddah and
Riyadh, starting Wednesday, it said.

Grounded for several months, the aircraft’s
return marks a sienificant milestone in the
airline’s fleet restoration and operational
enhancement efforts, SpiceJet saidina
statement.

Underits ongoing fleet restoration plan, the
airline aims to bring ten aireraft, including four
Boeing 737 MAX planes, back into service by
midl-April, it said.

Thizis the first 737 MAX aircraft to be
brought back under the exercise, itadded.  an
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India, China resume direct flights,
Kailash Mansarovar Yatra in 2025

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

India and China on Monday
decided to resume the
Kailash Mansarovar Yatra as
the two sides agreed to take
certain people-centric steps to
"stabilise and rebuild” ties.
The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said this
following Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri's talks with his
Chinese counterpart Sun
Weidong in Beijing.

It said the two sides also
agreed in principle to resume
direct air services between the
two countries. "As agreed
between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and President
Xi Jinping at their meeting in
Kazan in October, the two
sides reviewed the state of

India-China
relations

bilateral
comprehensively
and agreed to take certain

people-centric  steps  to
stabilise and rebuild ties,” the
MEA said.

In this context, the two sides
decided to resume the Kailash

Mansarovar Yatra in the
summer of 2025," it said. The
MEA said the two sides also
agreed to hold an early
meeting of the India-China
expert level mechanism to
discuss  resumption  of
provision of hydrological data

and other cooperation
pertaining to trans-border
rivers.

It said the two sides agreed to
take appropriate measures to
further promote and facilitate
people-to-people exchanges,
including megia and think-
tank interactions. "They
agreed in principle to resume
direct air services between the
two countries; the relevant
technical authorities on the
two sides will meet and
negotiate  an updated
framework for this purpose at
an early date,” the MEA said.
Kailash Mansarovar Yatra was
stopped in 2020 due to Covid
restrictions, followed by
border tensions started after
tussle at Galwan, where both
sides lost more than 50
soldiers
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fares: The Centre has direc-
ted airfines to add flights to
Prayagraj in the wake of some
round-trip fares surging to
over Rs 50,000 around Maha-
kumbh's key snan dates — Jan
29.and Feb 3, 4,12 & 26,
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Infy to set up a GCC
for Lufthansa in India

Tech Centre For German Airline Part Of
Firm’s Renewed $300 Million IT Contract

Shilpa.Phadnis

@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: Infosys is
learnt to be setting up a glob-
al capability centre (GCC)
for Lufthansa in India as
part of the nearly $300 mil-
lion IT contract renewed
with the German airline,
sources told TOL The move
underscores how build-oper-
ate-transfer (BOT) has be-
come an integral part of
large renewal contracts.

Infosys's plan to set up a
dedicated tech hub for Lufth-
ansa follows Delta Alrlines
launching a tech centre in
Bengaluru four vears ago.
With American Airlines’ up-
coming technology centre in
Hyderabad, it further dem-
onstrates the growing signif-
icance of aviation-focused
global capability centres ex-
panding their tech runway
in India, Lufthansa Technik
Services India (LTSI) oper-
ates as a wholly owned sub-
sidiary of Lufthansa Tech-
nik and was set up in 2005,
serving India and South
Asia. Operating from Benga-
Iuruw, it employs over 300 em-
ployees who deliver compo-
nent services globally for all
primary commercial air
craft categories.

LTSl delivers support
services to its clientele, en-
compassing access to Lufth-
ansa Technik's spare parts
inventory, repair and over-
haul facilities within inter-
nal and partner MRO net-

works, extensive engineer-
ing assistance, and custom-
ised logistics arrangements
to  ensure uninterrupted
aviation operations. An
email sent to Infosys and
Lufthansa didn't elicit a re-
sponse by the time of going
tothe press.

In fact, Infosys set up an
integrated manufacturing fa-
cility foran aerospace compa-

Infosys's plan to set
up a dedicated tech
hub for Lufthansa
follows Delta
Airlines launching a
tech centre in
B’luru 4 years ago

ny, which included monitor-
ing devices across 500-plus
machines distributed
amongst 11 facilities. The fa-
cility incorporated a wireless
network on the production
floor that combined sensor
information with analytical
and visual data tools to en-
hance operational decisions.

Infosys has carved out
GCCs for many customers in
the past, Two years ago, Info-
sys and Rolls-Royee inaugu-
rated a joint aerospace engi-
neering and digital innova-
tion centre in Bengaluru. The
centre was established to pro-
vide high-end R&D services
integrated with advanced
digital capabilities to Rolls-
Rovee's engineering and
group business services from
India. According to Oliver

Wyman'sanalysisof theglob-
al fleet & MRO market fore-
cast, by 2030, MRO demand is
expected to reach 8118 billion,
13% below the pre-Covid fore-
castof §135billion.

Mrinal Rai, assistant di-
rector and principal analyst
at 1SG, said IT firms are of-
fering services related to
consulting, initial oper-
ational and infrastructure
setup, and continuous inno-
vation and improvement.
“For many large service pro-
viders, GCC is a new service
area they have carved out.
They are assisting them
across the service wvalue
chain. Our research says
that the top two reasons for
enterprises moving to GCC
arecostsavingsandaccessto
talent. IT service providers
can help clients strategise
their GCC initiatives to en-
sure that they are meeting
these requirements.”

Bharath M, vice-presi-
dent in US-based IT research
advisory Everest Group,
satid the growing adoption of
the GCC model by airlines
underscores its value in
meeting the industry’s high
demands for real-time cus-
tomer support, managing
high-valuetransactions, and
ensuring agile operations.
“With American Airlines in
Hyderabad, Delta Airlinesin
Bangalore, and now Lufth-
ansa joining, India is ce-
menting its position as a
strategic hub for global avia-
tion innovation.”
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Govt to airlines: Add Prayagraj
flights, check soaring Kumbh fares

Tines News NeTwork

New Delhi: Centre has direc-
ted airlines to add flights to
Prayagraj in the wake of so-
me round-trip fares surging
toover Rs 50,000 around Maha
Kumbh's important snan da-
tes —Jan29and Feb 3, 4,12 &
26. The directive from Direc-
torate General of Civil Avia-
tion (DGCA) followed a TOI
report Monday on the sky-
rocketing fares to Prayagraj
around these dates, Accor-
dingly, it *advised airlines to
ensure sufficient capacity to
accommeodate passengers”.
Soonafter, theaviationmi-
nistry said in a statement
Monday that Akasa would
operate flights to Prayagraj
on.Jan 28 and 29 from Ahmed-
abad. Next month, the airline
“plans to operate nine flights

from Ahmedabad and 12 from
Bangalore to Prayagraj, ad-
ding about 4,000 seats.” Spice-
Jet “is set to launch flights to
Prayagraj from Delhi, Chen-
nai, Guwahati, Bangalore,
Ahmedabad, Mumbai, Jaipur
and Hyderabad, adding about
43,000 seats in Feb,” the state-
ment says.

UP govt says over 13 crore
people have taken the dip duo-
ring the Maha Kumbh that star-
ted on Jan 13. Given the sheer
numbers, airfares have surged
not just to Prajayveaj but also to
other nearby airports like Var-
anasi. “Kolkata-Varanasi air-
fares are uswvally Rs 3,000
4,000 but they are currently
about Rs 25,000. Mumbai-Var-
anasi is up from the usual Rs
5-6,000 to about Rs 13,000," sa-
id a Mumbai-based devotee
planning a trip to Kumbh.
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Add Prayagraj flights, check
high fares, govt tells airlines

Times NEws NeTwork

New Delhi: Centre has di-
rected airlines to add flights
to Prayagraj in the wake of
some round-trip fares surg-
ing to over Rs 50,000 around
Maha Kumbh's important
snan dates — Jan 29 and Feb
3, 4, 12 and 26. The directive
from DGCA followed a TOI
report Monday on skyrocket-
ingfaresto Prayagraj around
these dates. Accordingly, it
advised airlines to “ensure
sufficient capacity to accom-
maodate passengers”.

Soon after; aviation min-
istrvsaid inastatement Mon-
day that Akasawould operate
Aights to Pravagraj on Jan 28
and 29 from Ahmedabad.
“Next month, the airline
plans to operate nine flights
from Ahmedabad and 12 from
Bangalore to Pravagraj, add-
ingabout 4,000 seats, SpiceJet
is set to launch flights to

Trains every 4 mins
from Prayagraj on
Mauni Amavasya

earing up to meet high

passenger demand on
Mauni Amavasya Wednesday.
railways will run special
trains every four minutes
from Prayagraj stations,
maostly from the main
junction, Around 48.7 lakh
passengers have arrived
across nine stations of
Prayagraj from Jan 13 till
Sunday, Of this, a maximum of
13.9 lakh passengers travelled
to Prayagraj by train on Jan 14
on Makar Sankranti. mw

Prayagraj from Delhi, Chen-
nai, Guwahati, Bangalore,
Ahmedabad, Mumbai, Jai-
pur and Hyvderabad, adding
about 43,000 seats in Feh,” the
statement savs.
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