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{ JHARKHAND }

AAI does pre-feasibility study for Sahibganj airport

Press Trust of India
letters@hindustantimes.com

SAHIBGANJ: A six-member team
from the Airports Authority of
India (AAl) on Wednesday con-
ducted a pre-feasibility study for
a proposed domestic airport and
cargo hub in Jharkhand's Sahib-
ganj district, officials said.
Additional Collector Gautam
Bhagat, who accompanied the
AAI team, said that the Jhark-

hand government had, almosta
vear back, submitted a proposal
to the AAI for a domestic airport
and cargo hub at Hajipur Diara
and adjacent Bhitha, respec-
tively.

“The AAI team, led by Assist-
ant Manager (architecture)
Megha Rohilla, visited both sites
and conducted the pre-feasibility
study of the 484.30 acres of land
identified by the Sahibganj dis-
trict administration for the pro-

posed airport and cargo hub,”
Bhagat said.

The senior administrative
official said that the AAI team
has said that they would be sub-
mitting their pre-feasibility
report to their seniors and the
Jharkhand government within
two months. “We provided the
AAL team with a site tour, map
and other relevant information.
The team physically inspected
the site and compared it with the

map. They also gathered com-
plete information about the pro-
posed land type, details about
airport area, the runway and the
proposed airport distance from
national highways (NH-80 and
NH-33),” Bhagat added.

The team also sought infor-
mation from the administrative
officials about the approach
roads, and topography of sur-
rounding areas, especially hills,
rivers and ponds.
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Shillong airport expansion by 2027: CM

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

SHILLONG, Nov 26: Meghalaya
Chief Minister Conrad Sangma today
said the Shillong airport’s runway ex-
pansion is expected to be completed by
March, 2027,

Addressing media persons after a
Cabinet meeting held at the Ward's Lake
here, Sangma said the Cabinet has giv-
en its approval to purchase land from
local communities at Umrol, which will

be swapped with the Defence estate.

The runway will require getting land
from the Defence estate, which has to
be compensated by allotting land else-
where. Sangma said that Deputy Chief
Minister Sniawbhalang Dhar, who holds
the Transport portfolio, has been en-
trusted with the task of purchasing land
from the local communities and stake-
holders in the area.

He said after the land 1s available, the
runway would be extended so that larg-

er aircraft can operate from the airport.
Currently, only ATRs can take off and land
from the airport.

Meanwhile, representatives of the Air-
port Authority of India, Union Civil Avia-
tion Ministry; and Director General of Civil
Aviation will hold a meeting with State
Government officials here on Friday. Sang-
ma stated that the approval for the tender
process was likely after the meeting. It 1s
also expected that the contractors would
begin the work by the end of this year.
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GMR Avails 750 cr Loan for Cargo City at Delhi Airport

New Delhi: GMR Airports’ subsidiary GCLL
has availed a term loan facility worth up to
750 crore from Axis Bank for developing the
cargoclty at the Delhialrport

The cargo city propect, coming up over o tolal
of 505 peves of land within the national capi-
tal’s Indira Gandhi Inter national Airport, lshe-
ing developed by GMR Cargo and Logistics Lid
The airport is operated by the Delhi Internatio-
nal Alrport Lid, asubsidiary of GMHE Alrports

GCLL hna availed the ropee term loan facili
ty worth up to Rs 750 erore from Axis Bank to
enable it to meet a part of the estimated pro-
ject cost towards developing the eargo city, ac-

cording toa regulatory filing
Tosecure theloanfacility, GMR Airportshas

provided a Sponsor Support Undertaking
{5517) along with the creation of a pledge or
the provision of Non-Disposal Undertaking
(KDL or a mix of pledge and NDU
on 5 per cent of its shares of GCLL
infavourof Axis Bank. thefilingsa-
id
*The SSU shall remalin valld throughout the
construction period of Phase | plus 1 year of
operations of the project, unless otherwise
agreed between the company and Axis Bank,”
filingto BSE late on Wednesday said —PTI1

28 NOVEMEER 2025
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2 Hinhmstan Times
Hindon and the case for
efficient, low-cost airports
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NOIDA AIRPORT
MAY BEGIN OPS
BEFORE DEC15

GREATER NOIDA: Uttar Pradesh
chief minister Yogi Adityanath
on Thursday conducted an
on-site inspection of the under-
construction Noida Interna-
tional Airport in Jewar and
directed all agencies to expedite
remaining work so that opera-
tions can begin before December
15, 2025, Officials from Noida
International Airport Lid (NIAL)
said the project is now in its final
phase, with only a few compli-
ance steps separating it from full
approval. HTC
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Uricsn Minister Ram Mohan Maidu and Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
‘feogi Adlityanath at Noida Inter national A port on Tharsday. =

INAUGLURATION LIKELY NEXT MONTH

Adityanathreviews progress of
Noida International Airport

UTTAR PRADESH Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Thursday inspected the upcoming Noida Intermational Air-
portin Jewar, reviewing the progress of const ruction and
preparations ahead of its proposed Inauguration next

month, sald officials. Following the inspection, Aditvanath
chadred ahigh-level meeting alongwith Union Mindster for
Civil Aviation, Kinjarapu Ram MohanMaidu, and directed
oflicials to accelerate pending work. “Coordinationwith
BCAS and CISF must be strengthened toensure all safety
nonmns are met promptly. This is one ol the state’s most am-
bitiows infrastructure projects Any remaining work, par-
ticularlyconcerning secur ity must be completed with
speed and the highest standards ol qualicy,” said CM. ENS
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Noida Airport preps
reviewed by UP CM

DIPIKA KIROLA

NOIDA: Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath and
Union Civil Aviation Min-
ister Kinjarapu Ram Mohan
Naidu on Thursday conducted
an extensive inspection of the
upcoming Moida International
Aldrport, reviewing progress
ahead of its proposed tnau-
guration later this month. The
high-level visit comes as the
state gears up 10 coOmmence
commercial (light operations
by December 31.

The Chief Minister's heli-
copter touched down at the
airport at around 1:30 pm,
where he, along with the Union
Minister, examined ongoing
work at the runway, passen-
ger terminal and key airport
facilities. Following the inspec-

tion, a review mesting was

held with senior officials of

the DGCA, BCAS, NIA and
Yamuna Authority,
Officials  informed the

! A\
ministers that the BCAS No
Objection Certificate would
be submitted by December 2,
while the DIGCA is expected
to issue the aerodrome licence
by December 4,

CM Yogi Adityanath
reviewed Noida International
Adrport construction, direct-
ing officials to prioritise pas-
senger safely and complete
security and licensing for year-
end operations.

He also visited Medanta
Hospital, inaugurating the new
facility and addressing officials
and guests at the formal cer-
emony in Sector 50.
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Noida airport to
be ready for

inauguration by
Dec 15, CM told

(odda Internotional Adr

port will be ready for in
auguration by Dec 15, UPCM
Yopi Adityvanath was infor-
med on Thursday during a
visi to Jewar, his second in
three weeks to taloe stock of
jrogress  al the Alrport,
which govt is keen to opera
tionalise as soon as possible,
reports Aditva Dev.

Officials told the CM the
perodrome Leenee, which is
the Minal regulntory appeo-
valfrom DGCA, was likely io
come by Dec 4. Before that, a
final security inspection by
Bureau of Civil Aviation Se-
curity isdue. RK Singh, CEO
of Nodda International Alr-
port Lid, told TOI that BCAS
had identified some gaps in
CISF preparedness during a
two-tdny inspection on MNov
24 nnd 25. Singh said these
areexpected (o be taloen care
of by Dec 2 P9



T = ‘ qifeiess
AIRPORTSAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE TIMES OF INDIA DELHI 28 NOVENMBEEER 2025

Approvals awaited, Noida airport to be
ready for operations by Dec 15, CM told

Aditya.Devatimesalindia com

Moida: Noida International
Ajrport is just days away from
socuring its asrodrome 1i
cence and will be ready for in
auguration by Dec 15, chiel
minister Youi Adityanath was
informed on Thursday during
a visit to Jewsr his second in
three weeks to take stock of
progreds at the alrport, which
govt s keen to operationalise
s s001 a5 possible

The CM, during his in-
spection, was accompanied
by Unioncivil aviation minis-
ter K Rnmmohan Malidu,

OfTicinls told the CAM the
aerodrome licence, which is
the final regulatory approval
from Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA), was
likely tocome by Dec 4, Before
that, a final security inspoee.
tion by Bureau of Civil Avia-
tion Security {BCAS) is due.

RK Singh. CEO of Noida

Wirsruh Yharied

UP CM Yogl Adityanath was accompanied by Unlon civil aviation
minister K Rammohan Naldu during a visit to Jewar on Thursday

International Airport Limit-
ed, UP's special purpose vehi
cle that is overseeing the air-
port project, told TOI BCAS
had Identified some gaps in
CISF preparedness during a
two-day inspection on Nov 24
and 25. Among them are the
need for additional CCTV

cameras and more watchiow-
ers along the airport’s 17Tkm
boundary wall,

Singh said these are ex
pected to be in place by Dec 2
"We nre on track, Once BCAS
approval  comes  through,
DGCA will clear the asro
drome licence almost immedi-

tely” he sald. The acrodrome
licence will pave the way for
commercial flight operations.

Prime Minister Narendra
Muodi is expected to inaugurate
the airport. OfMicials sabd o -
nal confirmation on the date is
awaited from the PMO. At & re-
view meeting with senior offi-
cials from DGCA, BCAS, CISE,
airport concessionaire Yamu-
na Internstional Alrport Prl-
vinte Limited and NLAL, the Ch
was told that the PMO too had
been informed that the airport
conld be Inaugurated by Dec15

NIAL nodal officer Shailen-
dra Bhatia sald the CM In-
siructsd both the concessio-
naireand CISF tocloseall pend-
ing compliance points within
the stipulated time Officials
said the latest BCAS inspec
tion, covering surveillance sys
ems, access control, perimeter
security and personnel readin-
exx, followed a high-level
preparedness review on Nov 20,
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KIA wins global
award for biometric
self-bag drop drive

Bengaluru: Eempegowda In-
ternational Airport (KILA),
operated by Bangalore Inter-
national Airport Limited (BI-
AL}, won the award for Best
Innovation in Airport Pas-
senger Related Processes at
the 2025 Technology Innova-
tion Awards, instituted by
Airports Council Internatio-
nal(ACT) World and Amadeus.

The winners wereannoun-
ced at ACI Airports Innovate
event held from Nov 25-27 in
Busan, South Korea,

BIALwon the honour for its
biometric-enabled self-bag
drop system, which made KIA
the first in India to offer end-to-
end biometric journey for pas-
sengers. Integrated with DigiY-
atra, the innovation eliminates
the need lor travellers to show
physical IDs or boarding pas-
ses at any stage — from airport
entry to boarding gates.
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Singapore Airfines renews
RateGain partnership
—

Mumbai: FateGain Travel
Technologies announced on
Thursday that Singapore
Airlines has extended its
partnership with the
COMpany’s AirGain pricing
intelligence platfocrm for
another fiour years The
renewal comes aftera
saven-year collaboration that
began in tanuary 2018, o=

AL
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Air India opts for in-house

training amid global

interest to use its fﬂci]jt}-’

I
Rohit Vaid
Mew Dahl

Several Indian es well as for-
elgn carriers have shown in-
erest in using Alr India's
new tralinlng scadenry.
However, the airline &
currently focusing on fully
operationalising the faetlity

for its infernal requirements
before  exploring  exvernal
parmerships.

Smi'.u;;' o Musinessline,
Alr Indis's Chief Exseurive

“amnpbell Wilson ssid that a
er of alrlines, Including
forelgn carriors, had ap-
proached the company to use
its e prasning facilivy.

However, he said the ale-
line i concentrating on fully
operationalising all comgpon-
ents of the academy and sup-
poiting i ow mmhlﬁﬂm
quirements, given the large
number of alrerafi It expects
o recelve over the nexa few
Vears.

Atpresent, the alriine con-
tinues o prepare for fleer
and nerwork & bon from
2027 onwands, when deliver-
kes from its order of 570 ale-
craft are ed 1o plck
pace, In mdum tsrm.:z
noted, the alrline will cer-
tainly examine third-party

portunities, Accomdingly,

PET CLETENCY FALES are 4
mnpor draw for such afacilicy.

TRAINING FEES

The alrline’s foes
s h}lpmﬁmlme,w th the
Cader P Programme

costing close o approxim-
u.nml.'nfl crore, covering all

train es,  ground
licence (CPL) and type
rating.

In mmFuL-mn. w orher
similar facilites abroad, the
cost ot Alr India’s academy ks
cheaper.

In terms of coursed, for
cabin crew, the academy of-
fiera inclusive Instruction on

(i~

L ‘

; 1
safory and emergency pro-
cedures along with service
tralning, grooming, and
volceand accent training.

Furthermaee, training for
ground and security st
covers departure  control,
enstomer service and slrport
security. The academyy also
hosts  mansgement  pro-
grammes, incleding  com-
mercial, human resources

and lesdership training.

PILOT TRAINING

Recently, Alr Indla has ser up
2 centre for advanced plloc
tralr in owo simuﬂmr
units, in collsboration with
original equipment manu-
facrurers, within the same
campus as the Al Indis
Trakning Acadamy.

The airiine had recently
| urated an advanced pi-
I:-:igﬂ.irung centre thar IEI;!
beten setupasa S50V with
Alrbus. As por the airine,
this facilicy currently has two
operstional simulators for
A320 alreraft and will even-
rually have 10 Adrbus simu-
lators, Including those for
A350 alreraft. The facility
will train over 5,000 new pi-
lots over the next decade.

Moreover, the acadeny ls
enviskoned to provide Alr In-
dia iomals with im-
mersive  learnlng  experi-
ences with a focus on

ractheal heathomn.

P The :pﬂ'_m? conducts
tralning sessbons every day
for over 2000 Alr India
group personnel across -
athonal and cuxmuur-f:-.rﬁ;
rodes, inchuding cabin crew,
pldots and securty staff
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Al flight returns
to Delhi after
false alarm

New Delhi: An AirIndia
Dkl Ahmedatscl 11|'=;h|
was forced to returnmid-
air o Gl Airport on
Thirsday cveding dise ta
suspected smoke nthe
CArEN hold e Howe
ver, the airfdine said the
smoke indicator was fio-
und to be flse, The
flight. with nearly 170
PASRETISETS, -el|'|:|;||'l,|'q|.
from Delhi airport at 4:56
prm. “When theflight was
mid-nir, the pilot contac-
tesd airtraffic control and
reguested a precautiona:
ry landing at Delhi air-
part after smoke was su-
spectod in the cargo hold
area. The flight landed
salely atl around 5:%0 pm
and all passengers di-
sembarked safely” said
an adrport official

An Alr India official
stated, “Thecrew opera
ting Aight AI2860 from
Belhi to Ahmedabad on
Nov 27 decided toreturn
to Delhi shortly after ta-
lo-odT e b smoke In-
dicator, which was later
[ound (o be Gilze afler
the aircraft underwent
thorough precautiona-
ry checks. Following
standard operating pro-
cedure, the alreral lan
ded in Delhiand the pas-
sengers and erew were
disembarked safiely”

The official sdded
it thelr grotimd teamat
Delhi provided immedi-
abe arslstance to the pas-
senpers and alternative
AITAN EEMEnts Were ma-
I1I‘III|'|}'1|1I"|11IIIflyl‘lT!il'h
tinstion. “Any inconve
nlence caused due tothis
unforeseen situation is
sincerely regretied,” sa-
i the official e
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