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CHHATTISGARH
Global air cargo hub
back on schedule

R KRISHNA DAS
Raipur, 27 November

After nearly a decade, the proposed international
air cargo hub at Swami Vivekanand airport in
Raipur is likely to see the light of day.

“The proposal for an international air cargo
hub was discussed during the meeting with
Union Civil Aviation Minister Kinjarapu
Rammohan Naidu and he has agreed to examine
and take necessary action,” Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai said.

Chhattisgarh will soon connect with
Singapore and Dubai as the minister has agreed
to start operation of international flights from the
state capital, Sai added.

According to Airport Authority of India (AAT)
officials, they were ready with the infrastructure
for the international air cargo hub as they were
already operating a domestic cargo centre at the
old terminal building.

It will not be a big task to convert the centre,
but other formalities have to be completed from
the end of the ministry of foreign affairs and
finance. Handling international flights and cargo
would require custom and immigration set ups,
the officials added. The plan for the international
air cargo hub was conceptualised in 2013 by the
then Raman Singh government.
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‘Aviation Safety Awareness Week 2024 begins

Staff Reporter Pune Airportwas led by the  safety slogans and banners training session on fire extin-
PUNE airport director, accompa- were prominently displaved  guisher usage was held, pro-
e nied by Heads of throughout the terminal viding emplovees with

Pune Airport authorities Departments (HoDs), who building and operational hands-on experience to

have officially announced jointly lit the ceremonial offices. enhance their safety skills
Aviation Safety Awareness lamp. Following the inaugur- A key highlight was acom-  and confidence. The Airport

Week 2024, marking the
start of a week dedicated to
promoting safety awareness
among emplovees and stake-
holders. The event will be
observed nationwide from
Nov 25 to 29, as per guide-
lines issued by the Airports
Authority of India (AAL
Corporate Headgquarters.
The inaugural ceremony at

ation, the airport director
addressed the attendees,
emphasising the importance
of maintaining high safety
standards and encouraging
all stakeholders to actively
promote safety practices.
The day's events included a
detailed discussion of the
activities planned for the
week To raise awareness,

prehensive presentation on
the Airport Emergency Plan
for crash and accident scen-
arins, delivered by the
Aircraft Rescue and Fire
Fighting (ARFF) team. The
session covered emergency
procedures and offered
insights into the use of grid
maps for rescue operations,
Additionally, a practical

Fire Services team also
organised a Hot Fire Drill,
showcasing their prepared-
ness and efficiency in hand-
ling fire emergencies.
Aviation Safety Awareness
Week aims to foster a culture
of safety and preparedness
among emplovees, ensuring
the highest standards of
operational safety
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The notice was in response to a petition filed by
Al over the revenue-sharing model. T

Airports in Mumbai,
Delhi get HC notice

hie Dethi high court sdivision benchon
T Wednesday issued notices to Delhi

International Arport Lid and Mumbai
International Airport Lid, subsidiaries of GMR
Airports Lid and Adani Airport Holdings Lid, in
response o a petition Aled by Airports Authority
af Inedia (AAL over the revenue-sharing model.

Thie petition challenged a 2022 arbitral award
that ruled wrainst AAL The bench, led by chief
Justice Manmohan, deferred the hearing 1o 20
Jamuary after the airports sxid they would not
enforve the arbitral award until further orders.

The dispute centres around confusion in the
revenue-sharing model between the airports
and the AAL under the operation, management,
and development agreement of 2006,

The case reached the division bench after a
single judpe of the HC, in October, refused o
interfere with the arbitral awsard and dismissed
AAl'schallenge. KRISHNA ¥ ADAV
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Revanth pushes for air links
in T'gana, seeks central nod

RoushanAliEtimesofindiacom

Hyderabad: Chief minister
Revanth Reddy on Tuesday
urged the Cenire to grant per-
mission for the development
of the airport at Warangal
and also clear the proposals
for airports at other places in
the state.

The CM was accompani
ed by his deputy Bhatti Vik-
ramarka and other cabinet
colleagues, Later, they met ci
vil aviation minister K Ram-
mohan Naidu and explained
to him about the industrial
development and also the
special efforts being made by
the govt to lmprove transport
facilities in the state,

The CM explained to the
minister that the state govt
hadobtained NOC from GMR
Hyderabad International
Airport Limited (GHIAL) for
building another airport at
Warangal, the second largest
city in Telangana after Grea-
ter Hyderabad, The NOC was
required as the agreement
with GHIAL had aclause that
noairport will be established
within a 150-km radius of
GHIAL's Rajiv Gandhi Inter-

CM Revanth Reddy participates in Samvidhan Raksak Abhiyan in Delhi on Tuesday. Also seen are
Congress president Mallikarjuna Kharge, Rahul Gandhi and other senior members of the party

national Alrport at Shams-
habad. The state govi has re-
leased Rs 205 crore for acgui-
sition of 233 acres of land for
theairport.

Revanth told Naidu that
the previously identified
land for establishment of an
airport in Bhadradid Eotha-
rudem district was not sui.
table and hence 950 acres of
land has been jdentified in
Paloncha as an alternative,

The CM also brought to
the notice of the Union mini-
ster the outcome of the AAI
pre-feasibility survey, which
said the previously identified
land in Peddapalli district
was not suitable for construe-
tionof anairport. Asanalter-
native site, the state govt
identified 591 acres of land at
Anthargam and Revanth re-
quested the minister to grant
permission for building an

airport there, “The Indian
Air Force already has 369.50
acres of land in Adilabad,
andanadditional 24982 acres
is required for full scale ope-
rations. The state govt is rea-
dy to acquire the additional
land and hand it over to the
ministry” the CM said and
asked the minister to imme-
diately grant an airport at
Adilabad, which has a large
tribal population.
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Navi Mumbai
airport may
be opened
only in April

Mumbai: The Navi
Mumbai International
Airport might begin ope-
rations in April, afew da-
vs or weeks past its cur-
rent deadline of the end
of March, said sources.

Media reports quoted
an Adani Enterprises
{AEL) executive as say-
ing that the airport wo-
uld be commissioned on-
Iy in the first quarter of
FY 2025-26, essentially in
the April to June period.

Navi Mumbaiairport
sources pointed out that
the March 31 deadline
was such that even if
they miss it by a day, the
airport  inauguration
would technically fall in-
1o the next financial vear
“Fven if it does get delay-
ed, it will be a minor one
and the airport will be
commissioned in April,”
saidasource.

An Adani Alrport
Holdings spokesperson
said: “There is no delay
as of now in the opening
of the Navi Mumbai air-
port as communicated to
the state and central aut-
horities.” ™
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norms for unruly fiyers

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, NOV. 26

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday directed the
Centre and aviation
regulator DGCA to
frame more comprehen-
sive guidelines to con-
trol unruly air passen-
gers  and  observed
“something creative”
had to be done to check
such trends,

A bench of Justices
BR. Gavai and K.V
Viswanathan was hear-
ing a plea filed by a 73
vear-old woman, on
whom a male co-passen-
ger allegedly urinated in
an inebriated condition
on board an Air India
flight in November, 2022,

The septuagenarian
sought directions to the
Centre, the DGCA and
all the air carriers to
frame a standard oper-
ating procedure (SOP)
to deal with similar
incidents.

The top court asked
the solicitor general
Ailshwarva Bhati to
instruct the authorities
concerned to examine
and suitably modify the
existing guidelines on
unruly passengers, in
line with the interna-
tional norms.

Justice Viswanathan
shared his own experi-
ence while travelling
with Justice Surva Kant
when they encountered
a similar incident,

“Two passengers were
fully drunk. One went
to the washroom and
slept off. The other one
who was outside had a
bag to vomit., The crew
was all women and for
about 30 to 35 minutes
no one could open the
door. The crew then
requested my co-pas-
senger to open the door
and take him out to the
seat. It was a 2.40 hour-
long flight,” Justice
Viswanathan said.
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Akasa Air Gets Notice over Pilot Retraining Lapse

Arindam Majumder

New Delhi: The DMrectorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has sent a
notice to Akasa Air for failing to im-
part corrective training to a pitot whao
was responsible for a hard landing, ac-
cording to people aware of the deve-
lespimerl.

A hard landing occurs when an air-
craft lands at a velocity bevond the
manufacturers permitted  limit.
DGOA rules mandate that after inves-
tigation is completed in such lan-
dings, the pilot should be sent for cor-
rective actions like additional trai
ning insimulators

Sources cited abovesaid thatan Ako-
sa Adr Might from Bagdogra to Benga-

Toru was involved in a hard landing
incident in March.

"Regulatory audit conducted by
DGCA found that the ineldent was clo-
sed with a counselling session only
without any corrective training being
imparted to the pilot in command,” a
government official said. The DGCA
has glven the carrier's head of trai
fing 14 dayvs to reply
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Air India to fly Vistara
A320jetson 5 routes

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, November 27

AIR INDIA ON Wednesday said it
will deploy erstwhile Vistara's A320
planes that offer“best narrow-body
cabin products” on five key metro-
to-metro routes, including Delhi-
Mumbaiand Mumbai-Hyderabad.

The Tata Group-owned airline
said the deployment
willstart from Decem-

Full-service carrier

throughout the day, without reduc-
ingfrequency.

In the announcement, the air-
line said that flights on five metro-
to-metro routes will be operating
with erstwhile Vistara's A3 20 series
aircraft havinga three-class config-
uration — business, premium econ-
omy and economy class.

The airline will offer 35,000 pre-
miumseats — premium
economy and business

ber 1. It will continue Vistara was — everyweek on these
to operate one flight merged with routes. The routes are
with a wide-body AirIndia earlier Delhi and Mumbai,
plane each between : Delhi and Bengaluru,
Delhi and Mumbai, this month Delhi and Hyderabad,
Delhiand Bengaluru, — Mumbai and Ben-

and Delhi and Hyder-
abad.Forthis, eithera Boeing 777 or
Airbus A350 aircraft will be
deployed.

Full-service carrier Vistara was
merged with Air India earlier this
month.To provideachoice to passen-
gersat thetime of booking, these new
flights will operate with their num-
bers startingwith the prefix"AI2"

AirIndiaalso said it will optimise
flight schedules so that
flight departures are spread out

"INANCIAL EXPRESS

READTO LEAD

Thu,
https://epaper.financialexp

galuru, and Mumbai
and Hyderabad. Currently,Air India
has a fleet of 208 planes, including
around 67 wide-bodyaircraft.

“By combining the strengths of
both full-service carriers, we are
able to consclidate our best narrow
body offering onroutes where there
is desire for a high frequency, full
service product,”said MD and CEO
Campbell Wilson."We will progres-
sively expand the coverage to more
routes,"he added.

28 November 2024

28 NOVEMBER 2024
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IndiGo pilot late,
flight delayed
by over 2 hours
FPJ News Service

AHWEDABAD

A routine IndiGo flight
turned into a nightmare for
nearly 100 passengers at
Ahmedabads domestic air-
port when their flight was
delmed by over two hours
due o the pilot arriving late.
The situation led to chaos on
board, with passengers
expressing outrage over the
airline’s poor management
and communication.

The flight, criginally sched-
uled for departure at 11:30
AM, faced an unexpected
delay, leaving passengers
waiting inside the aircraft for
an hiour. By 12230 PM, frustma-
tion peaked as cabin crew
informed passengers that the
pilot was stuck in raffic and
had vet to reach the airport.

This prompted travellers to
question why they were
required to arrive at the air-
port hours before the flight if
the pilot couldnt adhere to
the same timeline.

The delay escalated ten-
sions inside the plane. Heated
arguments  broke  out
between the cabin crew and
the passengers, prompting
staff to call in the Central
Industrial Security Force.

Despite the intervention,
many passengers expressed
dissatisfaction with the hand-
ling of the incident, accusing
the airline staff of lacking
empathy and professional-
ism. After a wait of over two
hours, the pilot finally
arrived, and the flight
departed at 1:00 PM.
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Emirates unveils Airbus A350 to be
flown on Indian routes next year

Jagriti Chandra

[ILIRAT

Emirates's brand new Air-
bus A350 unveiled on Wed-
nesday will be deployed
fovr flights to Mumbai and
Ahmedabad beginning Fe-
bruary as part of the air-
line’s capacity “optimisa-
tion” iin a market where it
remains constrained ly bi-
lateral agreements on seats
between Dubai and India
as well as amid larger con-
cerns over delay in aircraft
delivery from Boeing leav-
ing it “frustrated™.

The first of the 65 Alrbus
A350-900 on order to join
Emirates fleet was un-
veiled at an exclusive event
showease in Dubal. The
first scheduled flight on

Tim Clark

this aircraft type will be to
Edinburgh on January 3,
2025 The frst barch of
planes have a range of 12
hiours and will be primarily
used for the regional mar-
ket, and will be followed by
those with an ultra-long
haul range that will include
crew rest arca and will join
the fleet in June or July, ex-
plained Emirates President
Tim Clark. “The big con-
seraint s the size of our air-
craft given the number of

seats we are allowed to
use. Soowe're having to mix
and march. Sometimes we
put an aircratt and are not
allowed to sell some of the
seats.” Mr. Clark told The
Hindu reiterating the air-
line's demand for doubling
of seat capacity between
Dubail and India as the ra-
vel demand had tripled in
this market since 2015
when the agreement was
Tast drawn.

The Emirates A350 has
a seating capacity of 312
passengers in 3 cabin class-
€5, which include Business
Class le-flat seats, 21 Pre-
mium Economy seats and
255 Economy Class seats.

(The writer was in Dubai
at the invitation of Emi
rafes)
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Erstwhile
Vistara’s A320
planes to fly
on 5 Al routes

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Air India on Wednesday
satid it will deploy erstwhile
Vistara's AJ20 planes that
offer best narrow body ca-
bin products on fve key
metro-to-metro routes, in
cluding DeThi-Mumbai and
Mumbai-Hyderabad.

The Tata Group-owned
airline, which has em-
barked on an ambitious
transformation  journey,
will continue o operate
one flight with a wide body
plane each between Delhi
and Mumbai, Delhi and
Bengalury, Delhi and Hyd
erabad.



Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINDUSTAN TIMES DELHI 28 NOVEMBER 2024

Airline pilot dies by
suicide, partner held

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAL: A 27-year-old man was
arrested on Wednesday for alleg-
edly abetting the suicide of his
girlfriend, a 25-year-old pilot
with Air India who was found
dead in her flat in Mumbai ear-
lier this week, police said, adding
that the victim's family has
attributed the death to frequent
fights between the couple.
According to police, the
accused found the woman dead
in their rented flat on Monday.
She was rushed to a hospital in
Mumbai, where she was declared
dead, said an officer. “The
accused reached the woman's
house with a keymaker on Mon-
day after she did not receive his
callsand found her dead,” he said
“The couple met two years
ago in Delhi where the woman
had gone for training. They soon
began living together in Mum-

bai. However, the victim's family
has alleged that the accused was
harassing and abusing her and
forcing her to stop eating non-
vegetarian food,” another officer
aware of the matter said, refer-
ring to the complaint lodged by
the woman's family.

The officer added: “Her family
members say she was disturbed
due to the relationship, and her
boyfriend continuously harassed
her, leading to her suicide.”

Based on the complaint,
police took the accused into cus-
tody on Tuesday.

“We have booked him under
section 108 (abetment to suicide)
of the Bhartiya Nyaya Sanhita,
2023, and arrested him,” said the
police officer.

HELP IS JUST A CALL AWAY
0M-65978181
011-46018404
9315767849
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Mega aviation package to
cut levies, ease rules soon

Niti Aayog leads effort
towards building hub,
involving multiple
central ministries

Dhirendra Kumar &
Manas Pimpalkhare

dhirendrakumar@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: The Union govern-
ment is working on a compre-
hensive package for the aviation
sector involving lower user fees,
relaxed regulations and tax con-
cessions, three government offi-
cials aware of the development
said.

Federal think tank Niti Aayog
is leading the initiative, holding
consultations with the ministries
of aviation, commerce, finance,
home, petroleum and environ-
ment for the package, the people
cited above said on the condition
of anonymity.

While the civil aviation minis-
try is focused on regulatory
relaxations and route allocation,
the commerce ministry will
work to align the package with
India’s trade goals and encour-
age foreign investment. The
finance ministry will examine
tax concessions, particularly on
aviation turbine fuel (ATF),

L AR — N ;
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The finance ministry will examine tax concessions, particularly

on aviation turbine fuel.

while the petroleum ministry
will work with states to rational-
ize value-added tax.

Meanwhile, the environment
ministry will ensure sustainabil-
ity norms, and the home minis-
try will work on efficient immi-
gration and security protocols.
State governments are expected
to support regional airport
development, the people cited
above added.

“An official announcement is
expected in the coming months,
with Niti Aayog tasked with pro-
viding policy guidance for ensur-
ing economic viability. Several
rounds of inter-ministerial dis-
cussions on the matter have

Pl

been held, and another round of
dialogues is being planned in the
coming months,” one of the
three officials said. Other pro-
posals under consideration
include minimizing procedural
delays in permitting new air-
lines, aircraft acquisition, route
additions and easing restrictions
on hiring foreign pilots. Easier
norms on digital ticketing, secu-
rity checks and customer servi-
ces to improve passenger conve-
nience are also likely.

India is the world's third-larg-
est domestic aviation market,
behind the US and China. Rat-
ingsagency Icra projects India’s
domestic air passenger trafficin

FY25 to grow by 8-13%, reaching
165-170 million. Meanwhile,
international passenger traffic is
set to surpass the FY19 peak in
the current fiscal year.

Mint reported earlier that the
Centre is working on a plan to
reduce ATF prices to compete
with global hubs. ATF is not
under the goods and services
regime, meaning states are free
to tax them. ATF prices in India
are nearly 60% costlier than in
Dubai, Singapore and Kuala
Lumpur. Since ATF costs make
up almost 40% of airlines’ oper-
ating costs, reducing their prices
would be a significant breather
for airlines, helping them bring
down fares and raise air traffic.
That dovetails with the govern-
ment’s objective of growing
India’s aviation sector by adding
airports, pushing local manufac-
turing, and developing repair
hubs.

“The other key components of
the package will be reduced user
charges, route optimization, and
regulatory relaxations. The
rationalization of ATF pricesis a
key component of this package.
Consultations are underway
with states and oil marketing
companies to align prices, as our
current rates still exceed global
trends,” the second official said.
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Aircastle, SpiceJet reach
$5.6 million settlement

Krishna Yadav

krishna.yadav@livemint.com

NEW DELHI: In a relief to Spice-
Jet, Ireland-based aircraft lessor
Aircastle has withdrawn its
insolvency case against the bud-
get airline after reaching a $5.6
million settlement.

Both parties informed the
National Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) in Delhi about the settle-
ment on Wednesday, after which
the court approved the with-
drawal of the case.

This marks another instance
of the airline settling its disputes
with creditors after raising
33,000 crore through a qualified
institutional placement (QIP).

In October, the airline had
announced the resolution of a
$23.39 million dispute with Air-
castle (Ireland) Designated
Activity Co. and Wilmington
Trust SP Services (Dublin) Ltd.
The matter was settled for $5
million, along with an agree-
ment regarding the treatment of
certain aircraft engines.

Aircastle was among the first
lessors tofile an insolvency plea

Aircastle was among the first
lessors to file an insolvency
pleaagainst SpiceJetin 2023. p1i

against Spicelet in 2023 for
defaulted rental dues, as the air-
line faced mounting insolvency
claims from lessors and vendors
in Delhi’s insolvency court.

On 9 October, the airline
resolved a $131.85 million claim
with Horizon Aviation 1 Ltd.,
Horizon II Aviation 3 Ltd., and
Horizon 111 Aviation 2 Ltd., man-
aged by Babcock & Brown Air-
craft Management, for $22.5
million. On 24 September, the
airline settled a claim with
Engine Lease Finance Corp.,
reducing its dues from an initial
$16.7 million.

28 NOVEMBER 2024
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FOR CONSISTENT, SUPERIOR FLYING EXPERIENCE ONKEY ROUTES

Air India to use Vistara planes for
flights on 5 metro-to-metro routes

SUKALP SHARMA
NEW DELHL NOVEMBER 27

PRIORITISING DEPLOYMENT of a
supernior product on key netm-
to-metro rodtes, Tata group srfine
Air India has decided that narmow-
body arcraft that earier belonged
to Vistara will be used to operate
nearly all the flights on five such
routes from December 1.
Consequently, all narrowbody
flights between Delhi-Mumbai,
Delhi-Bengaluru, Delhi-
Hyderabad, Mumbai and
Bengaluru, and Mumbai and
Hyderabad will be operated by
erdwhile Vigara airoraft, which
are in much better shape than a
number ol Air Indsa planes,

Vistara, which was widely
considered as India’s best Full-
service airhine with supenor air-
craft cabin and service, merged
into the Tata growp’s Bagship air-
line Air India on November 12.
Withthe merger, Vistara's63 nar-
rowbody plines of the Airbus
A0 Gty and seven widebody
aircraft{ Boeing 787s) are now be-
ing operated by Air India

"Such (metro-te-metm)
flights will operate with ‘Al-pre-
foced four-cigit fight mumbers be-
gimning with ‘2, such as A2999

F_

from Dethi to Mumbai, Air India
willako optimise Bight schedu les
so that fight departures are
spread out throughout the day,
without reducing réquencyt Alr
I nddianow affers mare than 1000
weekly flights (round trips) on
these key routes: 56x daily on
Delhi-Mumbai, 36x daily on
Delhi-Bengaluru, 24x daily on
Delhi-Hyderabad, 22x daily on
Mumbai-Bengalun, and 18xdady
on Mumbak-Hyderabad,” Ar India
said ina releaseWed nesday.

On October 24, The Indfan
Express had eeported that Air India
planmed o minimise the overlap
berween its older aircraft and
Vistara planes at the individual
route level with major metro-to-

Fie

metrn routes expected (o see de-
ployment of the newer aircraft,
while Air India's alder aircralt
would move to certain other
routes Sources had said that this
was baing planned in a bid to pro-
vide certainty to flyers reganding
the quality of product they are
Ekely to experience. The deaisto
set the customer's expectations
right and offer aconsistent prod-
urton that route imespective of
e Might booked.

Although Wednesday's an-
noUncEment perains to domes-
tcflights, suchanexercise is also
in the works for mternational
network of the expanded Air
India on mutes where both Air
India and Vistara operated, it is

learnt, Slots atcertain interna-
tona airports are also being ad-
justed accordingly,

“The mergerof Vistam inio Al
Inchia has unbocked many new op-
PO rTUNIGES I i reve Our cus-
tomer of fering, By combining the
garengthsof both fill-service car-
mers, we are able to consolidate
our best narrow body offeringon
routes where there is desine for a
hegh-frequency Null-service prod-
et Wiewill progressively eopand
the coverage (O more roules as Alr
India inducts new aircraftand
completes the retrofit of our
legacy narrowbody feet during
20257 Air India’s chief executive
olficer and managing director
Campbell  Wilson said
Weednesday.

Sources indicated that the
product diferentiation between
Vistara aircraft and Air India
planes is ikely tocontinue at least
till june, when the retrofit pro-
gramme for Alrindia’slegacy nar-
row-body feet issched ubed tobe
completed. With new Air lndia
aircraft coming in and older aAr-
cralt undezoing refurbishiment,
Arrindiawill evertually be able to
offer 4 uniform product acnss s
fleet and the planes will Largety be-
comie fungible. FULL REPORT ON

wwwi ndianexp ress.oom
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Aviation

Mega aviation package to

cut levies, ease rules soon

Niti Aavog leads effort to make India aviation hub, involving multiple ministries

HEW DELH

he Uil governiment is

worklng on a compre-

henslve pachage forthe

vt bon sectorbivalving

lower user fees, relaxed
regulations and tax comncesslons,
three govermmend officlals aware
of the development sald.

Federal think tank Nt Aavo s
Beancinyg the dndtiarive, Tolding oo
sultations with the minkstries of
aviation, commerce, [nance,
home, petroleum and environ-
ment for the package, the people
clted above sald on the condition
ol anonymity.

Whlethe civil aviation ministry
Is focused on regulatory relasa-
tons and route allocation, the
compmnerce mimesivy will work to
align the package with India's
trade goals and encourage frelgn
Investment. The finance mindstry
whil excamine tx concessbons, par-
ticndarly on avistion turbine fiel
(ATFL while the pertroleum minds-
try will work with states to ration-
aldne value-mdded tax.

Meanwhile, the environment
ministry will ensure sustaimabiliny
nortrs, anid the home minlstrywill
work oneffichent immbgration and
security profocols. Stare govern-

FLY HIGH

India is curremtly the workd's thind biggest aviation market, with
the fleet size of domestic aifines doubling to 800 in 10 years

i

)

TAKING WING
CEMTRE & working

W uameher of domeEsLhc
I}ﬂﬂmm-ﬂtﬂbﬂ

{im miltion)

Senen: Drrmcacrale: S oF Cad At
_h Vidan b Rii

- a

+ CUT Invarious fess, - PROPOSALS may

onaplanioneduce  © easierhinng riestor © try to reduce delays

et fued costs

ments are expected 1o support
regional airport development, the
peopale clted above added.

“An offickal announcement is
expected in the coming months,
with Nitl Aayog tashed with poo-
viding policy guldance for ensur-
ing economic viabllity, Several
roundsal imter-minsterial discus-
sfons on the manter have been
held, and another round of dia-

" fereign pikots ey

* for airine permits
BASYIEH SLUMAR SRR WA WNT

logues is being planned in the
coming months.” one of thethree
officials sibd. Other progaosals
umcler consideration nchude ming-
mizing procedural delays in per-
mittlng vew alrlines, aircrafi
acijulsition. route additions and
easing restrictions on hiring for-
elgn pllots. Easier noams on digital
thelieting, security checks and cus-
LT s s L I oA s -

gerconvenbence are also Hkely.

Imidia ds the worlcl's third-langest
domesgie aviation market, behiond
thie LS anid China. Hatlngs agency
Ieea projects Indiz's domestc ar
passenger traffle in FY25 o grow
by B-L34%, reaching 165-170 mil-
lion. Meanwhile, internationg
passenger iraffic & set bo surpass
the FY 19 peak in the current fscal
year.

Miser repaorted earlier that the
Centre s working on a plan to
reduce ATF prices to compete
withglobal lubs ATE b5 et inider
the goods and services regime,
meaning states are free o Lax
them_ ATF prices ln India are
nearly G0% costléer than in Dubal,
Singapore and Kuala Lumpur.

Sance ATF costs sk up almost
s af alrlines' operating costs,
redhicing is prices would beasig-
nilflcant breather for alrines, help-
i them bring down fares and
rabealriraffic. That dovetatls with
the governmeni's obfjective of
growing India'saviation sector by
adding alrports, pushing local
neanufaciurng, and developing
repair hobs

“Thee other key compaonents of
the package will be reduced user
charges. route optimization, and
reguilatory rebaa tions, The ration-
alization of ATF prices Is a ey

TURM TO PAGE &

package to
cut levies,
relax rules
on cards

FROM PAGE 1

comgonent of this package.
Consultations are underway
with states and oll marketing
companies 1o align prices, s
wiar currend pates saill exeeed
ol mrencls,” the second offl-
cinl sald. Experts safd that
Incha’s aviation secior holds
I potentinl, but s hidd
hack by constratnts inchiding
those wlikch ure regulatosy in
HTTTTEN

“Hising user charges can
drag down profit marglns of
alrlines. With the Alrporis
Ernnomic Fegulatory Author-
Iy (AERA} mandating charges
Tor wlrpasrts, aldines are moi
dlirectly involved, bat they are
Iimpacted b terms of margins
dhue tor Imereased aser chae-
ges,” mdded Ameya Joshl, an
Imebepenche ne aviatbon analysi.

Llser charges include fees
charged by airports to llvers
lor using alrport equipment
suich as metal detectors and
haggage screening. These
I b sy dewedopment fee
(UDF} and passenger serne
e (P5F), which are different
Tor differer abrports. and are
regulatead by AERA

For instance, AERA ratsed
the LIDF for the services at Jal-
pur Internationsd Aleport Lid
(IAIL) from T304 per person
departing to $805 In August
this vear, o fmance the aie-
piort's madernization plans.
This fiees are also differea
Towr demaestie aned lntemational
travel Industry stakehobkiers
remain hopeful about the
upcaming changes.

“India’s aviation sector is
undergeing & remarkable
transformation,” salid lndiver
Rastogl, president & group
hiead, ghobal Inssiness travel,
Thomas Cook {(Indial and
SOTC Travel

Lnacliam s boves” et slee has
doubled to S04 dn 10 vears
while domestie passenger traf-
T s o] firoam 67 maillkon
to 152 millkon in the same
period. “The: ambitiows expan-
aion plans of aldines such as
Alr India and IndiGo, which
Includes the delivery of 150
ailclitional wide-body sireralt
by FY 35 and further additions
of A2 XERs or mecHiom- haal
roantes, are sel 1o boost con-
nectivity further,” Hastogl
added.

Gheeries emalled on Toes-
dlay o spokespeirsons of Nitl
Aavog, and the minkstries of
aviation, commeroe, flnanoe,
petrolewn, homne and envi-
ronment remained  unan-
swered.

dlirendra kumaridive-
TR



AIRPORTSAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

MINT DELHI 28 NOVEMBER 2024

Aircastle settles insolvency
case with SpiceJet for $5.6mn

rahna yadaviiveminLoom
HEW DELHI

land-lxsed aircrafl lessor

Abrcastle hos withdrawn s
bsobvency case againg the
Loucbgpeet aticline after reschiing a
53,6 million sefUlement.

Bath parties informed the
Mo Uiy Law Trilne-
il PNOLT i el bt the
settbement on Wednesalay,
alter which (e cown agprnwvesd
e withibrasal ol e case.

This marks another
instance of T be adrfine setling
il dlepuites with creditorsalter
raisi g T OO orone Uerough
a qualified instineonal place-
mienl .

Lit O tisher, the akrfine had
apmoced the: resolutionola
SR million dispule with
Aircastle (Ireland) Designated
Aetivity Co. and
Wilmington

I i relief to Spicelet. Ire-

Alrcastle was

Smcqjex B

Spicejet i set to receive 8736 crore from a previous funding round,
further bodstering its finandal stabdty and growth prospects. wur

il vendors in Dethi's mmeal-
VEECY Ui

O B Cetodeer, the airline
resnlved a SI5LES naillion
chaim with Hoeteod Aviatbon |
L., Hewrizon 11 Aviation 3
Laek_amd Flowrizoa T Aviation
2 Lol managed by Balwock &
Brown  Aircrafl
Management, for

Toruast S S rvicoes among the first 5212 5million.
Muldin} LIl The  |seenreto filean 2F September,
malter was sl jpenlueney plea (e dirline aetiled

thed for 55 mil-

ag:a'u‘st!iph:e]mh a claim with

lion, slong with 2073 for defatiltad Engine Lease

an  agreement
regarding  the
treatinent of cer-
laim alrerall
rRygines.
Aireastle wag among 1he
lirst bessonrs tor Lile an imsod-
veney pleaagains Spiceletin
BES e cheBulten] rental dues,
as theairline Gheed mounting
imsobveney ¢ labos Broum lessanrs.

rental dues

Fimance Corp.,
recucing it does
from an initial
16T million,
Spboiten setthed with Celes-
Tesl Avidion, Alleens Aireeall,
amuil Faymuach Techmologies
Desgrite  the settbements,
Spicelel conlines o foe
Bsailveney claims. Last week,
the NULT el nwatices fo the

sirline over prleas fled by bes-
sory Sabarmati Aviation aml
Jetdir 17, On 24 October,
another insolvency pphe was
libexd by Falgu Avstion Lisising
owver a delault of 851 million
(REB crane).

Heoweyver, ir's warnth noting
that motse ol Hise claimms have
resailtendin any insolvency gine-
oredings againsd Spdoslel 1o
ihate. Many have been with-
hrawnallersedilisment s sons
elisanisse] and others are still

penaling.

s b0 pecvive T crore nm
agpreey o fuschimg mowioad, fir-
ther bodstering its nancial
stahibity and groscth prospects.
This row eapital i vital lir
SRt to achfress tee (oo
cial clusllenges and settle obli-
gatiorswithvarious crelion.
Fiwr m extendend vervion of
s sbony, oo fo Livemmint_ooim
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Indian airlines riding highon
wedding season travel surge

Flight and charter bookings spike as 3.5 million weddings are expected from Nov to mid-Dec

Hnlll.'..l;:l;'lmlllu-'
W DELHI

' pralewedding season o Indi smd
abrbmesand sperstnmad charier e
arercjuicingwith the honeynsen
L
India’s peak wedding season
spwns from deovenber do harch, alizn-
irg with a higher sumber of ddaies
termiad mspicioms for marinonial slli-
anies. For airlines operating in bdia,
et s et o brrisdates b e fam
il weal dirgr pnassis ard nendy weddesd
conrples. takivsg tothe dies.

T IF Nowemsher, a Sunclay, [dia's
dlaiby air passenger adlic dindhed woa
record SO0 W2 per data from India‘'s
mumstry nf ol sviation althooghthisis
akeo sttmitmited 1o the ongoing et
seasnn. The previous record was
0 ) passengrers an 15 Noveomheer,

“Ther Il cithesare powering the wed
el s i year sl Ak Bogal,
gremipcie exerutive, o, s oenveland
hacsieds beosking platficem rum by Le Tia-
werrues Technodogy Lid. ~Travel thook-
iz i tier Il and N cities fior November
anil Deremiber have seen a sienificans
rige, with Vamnasi bookings up by an
impressive 2465% and Gorskhpor by
e Amnisar, Chandisgrh and Paina
hawe peooded an soremse of over PR

v gy i g, mere people
are {vings ansoadl tnwns like Vam
sl widls ravedlliceg an hoonet s

sail Rikant Page, co- fomnder of Ease-
MyTrag, & travel hooking platform.
“Endiansan increasmgh mehing book-
i fewr hasnesyim oo v, shaswrssing
a shiff in preferences towand disim-
thoms likr Thailaml., the Andamam

forneddngsormedigoustoursen. 'OM 7 Hovemnber PEDPLE are fiyrg o
Flight bookinegs inmetnssschas ;"“‘“ﬂ;‘:’hc ;ﬂmﬁu

Dt o Sunibad aswell s ke bna o varous Bcioe

destinations such ax Srinagar, Jal-  pecond S05 417 arrrering ba bign

par, amd Goa are als seeing &

The airfine industry hopes tra- modding seasaon will make up for lower-than-anticipaced Fight bookings during ez ks

s S5 mslliom weddings in Novem-
beriomid-Devemberthisyear

Tt airfine industry hopes the weed-
dlimg seasnn will make up for lower-
ilsm-anticipoied flight bookingsdoring
Diewali “Wehave moreasdmegy sesena ol

FLBGHT ENTERNATIONAL
omEormeiro Fubs  destinatiors are
as well 2 et re Ak i desrand
destirations ane a5 inary wedding
2B an PoTexss SEZTON

For wher-weslibyy families, charer
plancs are & grand wedding scorssory
“Forwedifings, ibe demand b o busi-
s et Ay the i e famiby and
VI guesis and biggerplns an ATHar
utheraincral) to By iother) people” sid
Santash Sherma foumder of Book-
myge. Thee onst degrercks cnthe by
of aircraft—EL50 hlkdy w0 U0 kh
perhour,

“We are seeing demand from
sl ler cities like nidone, Hajlot,
Haipairare] alen hallatm, wah Hihes
wuings inan lsiper, dlsiper, lais

F0-RiF% year-on-venr (v-o-vi gemp
fiosr Sreember-Diecemiber 1jped sabd
“Umerseas honevmoon bookings
destinatioes i Southeast Asi and the
Mliddlie East hinve risen by 2x, marking
s verckd ings sensin as-oe of the most
ahymarre e high-tlemand perinds yet,”

Islands, amd Yietnam, moving away
firomn._ther Maddivesand Kerala ™

Inlia twpically registers about 0mid-
Liecans vl s eveery vear. per industry
eatimates. Prahsdss Lilldher esti-
misies revemee of $1.25 rillion from

ol desael [or travel dienng the nue

miagre segsen, aml s vear seems i he
similar,* said asrmioreseostiveat Tais
Liroug's Aar Inclia Express, declining 1o
b identifiend ~_ we migh sev a strongg
i iprartersupparied by vwech s

alrmer amed Jdbygur,® sald Sharma
“Fensple from Middle East are griting
married in ncia ard they are hooking
iaghis from edh and S nmbad o mar-
rlage-d et dons io ey their guess™
Foran enirme rersion i B siury, go

t e oo
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warious routes during the festival seasons. Wt

Airfares moderated
In 2024, says govt

moderated n 2024 compared to 2025 and
nwtably, adecline inairticket priceswas
obsserved invariows routes during festival seasomns.,

Amid coneerns incertain quarters that air
ticket prices are ruling high, minister of sate
forcivil sviation Murdidhar Mohol told Rajya
Sabha that airfares are not subject to regulation
by the povernmient and aidines have the
fexibility to determine theirairfares based on
their opertional needswhile adhering Lo
existing rubes. . the govermment generally
refrains from regrulating sirfares to maintin
ki crHnpeiithveness, however. it remains
vigilant, and the sovernment intervenes to
shift capacity from one secor toanother to
prevent exorbitant pricing (o enswrs passcnger
cosnfort and welfare,” he said in a written reply
om 25 November.

Airfures ane dynamic and isa function of
demand and supplyv.

With continuous engagement with airines and
online ticketing agents (0T Asland keepinga
watchon the movement of aiffares by the
ponvernment, Mokl said airfares hove moderated
in 2024 relative to 2023 PRI

T he prevernment has siid airfares have
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Air Indiaurination case: Modify
the guidelines for unruly air
passengers, SCtellsauthorities

PARMOD KUMAR
NEW DELHI, 26 NOVEMBER

The Supreme Court on Tues-
day asked the aviation
authorities to consider mod-
ifying the existing guidelines
to conform with the inter-
nationalnorms to deal with
unruly air passengers, saying
thatsomething creative will
have to be done.

A bench of Justice B.R.
Gavai and Justice K.V.
Viswanathan asked the Addi-
tional Solicitor General Aish-
warya Bhati, whowas appear-
ing for the Central govern-
ment, to instruct the author-
ities to examine and suitably
modify the guidelines on
unruly passengers in line
with international norms.
The top court's suggestion
came in the course of the
hearing ofa pleabyawoman
passenger, who wasurinated
upon in a New York-Delhi
AirIndiaflighton 26 Novem-

S

ber 2022 byan allegedly ine-
briated passenger, seeking
direction to DGCA and all
airlines to frame mandatory
SoP and zero tolerance rules
to deal with unruly passengers
and on-board sufferers.

The petitioner Hema
Rajaraman has soughtdirec-
tion to the DGCA to include
in the Civil Aviation Require-
ments (CAR) an explicit zero-
tolerance policy with respect
to "unruly/disruptive behav-
iour”, whichwould mandate
reporting suchincidents to
aviation regulatorand also
to law enforcement agencies,
failing which action would
be taken against the airlines
in all cases.
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