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IndiGo expands network,
starts London flights

Marw Dadhi: Expanding s
international network, IndiGao
on Monday said it has
commenced direct daily
Hights connecting Mumbal
and Londed The sersces will
he aperated with leasesd
Boeing FE7F-% Dreamliners,
and thea first flight took off
fromm Mumbsi on Sunday, the
airline sad, Witk a Heet ol
owar 400 planes, the airline
operates more than 2,200
daily flights. m
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Four UP airports shut down during 2025 winter schedule

—
Quwr Bureau
Fimme Didli

Of the soven ai % inaug-
urated in T.ftrarql":":dﬂh 1:151
yeor, four have reportedly
ceased operations dering the
winter schedule of 2005
Sources cited factors such
as low passenger demand
and shortage of suitable air-
craft as key reasons behind
the suspension of operations
at these newh-developed
pirports in the State,
Consequently, the devel-
opment vas prompred ques-
tlong from netlizens over in-
frastructure planndmg, airline
engagement, and the effect-
ive utilisation of public

funds. According to the
winter schedule 2025, effect
ive from October 26, 2025, t0
March 28, 226, out of 126
Airports, operations from Al-
i;;aﬁ. Moradabad,
Chitrakoot and Shravasti in
Uttar Pradesh have been sus-
pended for the seagson,

Industry  insiders  told
bnesinessiine that besides the
four |, operations have also
been suspended from Bhavn-
agar, Ludhiana and Pakvong
airports.

CEASED OPERATIONS.

In addition, social medis
ugers have reported that two
more girports in Uttar Pra-
desh — Kushinagar and
Azamigarh — too luve ceased

Low passenger demand and
shortage of suitable aircraft
are key reasons behand the
suspensian of operations

operations. However, bugi-
nessfing was unable to inde-
pendentty  verify  these

clatims,

The expenditure on the
airperts reportedly  ranged
from T29 crore for Shravast
Alrport o 260 crore for
Kushinagar  [nwernational
Airport, while Chitrakoot
Airport alone secounted for
tlaberorne.

HEY FILLARS
Thiese projects were initially
positioned az key pillars of

Uuar Pradesh’s  regional
connectivicy drive.

“Operations  depend on
airlines deploving capacity to
these airports. That is a com-
meercial decksion of the ale-
line even within the LUDAN
scheme’™s  parameters,” a
source explained.

The dedsion highlights

the [imited control of the
goverumenl oo suslaining
gervices once mfrstructure
heas been created.

An official, requesting an-
omymity, added that weak
passenger demand remains
the primary challenge.

“Many of these airports
can  accommodiate  onby
turho- or Al category
mireraft with five to 19 seats,
mind such airerafl are very few
across the country,” the offi-
cial said.

FUTURE DERMANT
Furthermore, he pointed out
thar infrastructure creation
is being undertaken to sup-
port  future  demand
frenarios,

“The current focus i= on
COSUTinE infrustruscture
readiness for eventual traffic
growth, as more than 1,700
aircraft are cxpected o join
Indian airline flects by
2025, he added.

LU'IAN SCHEME

At the policy level, the Min-
istry of Civil Awiation
(MoCA) maintains that un
der the UDAN scheme, 649
routes have been operation-
alized, connecting 93 un-
served and underserved air-
ports, inchading 15 heliports
and oo water serodromes.
These operations have facil-
itated over 1.56 crore -
sengers through 3.23

UDAN fights,
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‘Delhiairport can handle
130 m passengers annually’

-
Pross Trust of India
M Deshl

Delhi airport can scale up its
annual passenger handling
capaciey o up o 130 million
as “effickencies can thrive™,
its CED Videh Kumar
Juipuriar has said.

The national capital’s In-
dira CGandhi International
Alrpor (IGIA), also the
country's busiest, currently
has the capacity to handle
more than 100 million pas
sengers annually.

In the vear ended March
A1, 2025, the airport had
seen 793 million.

Faipurizar, who is the CEO
of DAL, said the passengsr
numbers are expected to in-
crease compared to the pre-
vicus wyear but did not
provide a particular range or
eslimele,

The airport, which started
operating the  refurbished
Termimal 2 (T2 on Ocoober

26, hag two maore terminals
— T1 and T3, Inrernattonal
flights aperate only from T3,

Juipuriar said the current
plan far the airport is o have
an annual passenger hand-
ling capacivy of 130 million.

“T1 iz designed for 40 mil-
lion [passengers per annum
capacity), [ think we can del’
initely streteh it by 3-4 per
cent or 10 per cent more, Be-
catse we have afways seen
that efficiencies can thrive.
S that will take it (capacity’)
to 44 milkion,"

AIRPORT CAPACITY
After Inaugurating the refur-
bished T2 on Saturday, Civil
Avialion Minister K Bumn Mo
han Maidu sasd the airpon
can have the capacity to
handle up to 130 million pas-
SENZETS PEF ANMILN.
Meamwhile, Faipuriar said
the airside transter of bag-
gage of international passen-
gers from T3 to T1 has been
suecessful.
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DGCA flags repeat lapses in Akasa Air’s audit

DEERAM PATEL

Mews Diddhi, 27 Ockober

The Directorate General of Chal Avi-
aticn [DGCA) has Bageed multiple
iszwes in Akasa Alr's audit, including
“reperitive” procedural Lpses, doci-
mentation gaps, and "persistent” sys-
temic deficiencies aoross key fight
safiety and cabin cperaticns domains,

The regulalor  eormmiisticared
Dlsese Tinclings vo the aicdine througha
nrodice e on October 21 foliowing
acomprehensive survelllance review
of the Aprl-September data, Biesinass
Srandand has learmi.

The notice pointed 1o “Level T°
safiety vickations, which denote serious
and repeated non-compiance thatmay
not pose an imimediate danger, bt sugs-
gest deeper weaknessas in safety over-
sight und procedurml discipline,

Theregulator alsozaid repeated lap-
se5 indicate “peorsistent systemic defi
ciencies”™ In cabin safely asyrance,
recond-keeping, and compliance with
Extenddad Triversion Time Operations
CEDTO) rules, regulations that govern
lomg-range flights where alrports foe
emengency diversions are limited. Moa-
campliance with EDTO standasds can

Inerease risk durlng ln-fllght emeng-
encles oasuch routes.

When asked abowt this matter,
Alcasa Air spokesperson told the news-
paper that the DGCA condwets “Tou-
tlrve audits” across all alrlives as part of
it onpedng elTorts toaphold adarson
safety stancdards in [ndis,

“Akensn Air alearys submits compae
hensive responses to all observations
raised withinthe prescribed linalines,
Salery is ol parasount imporancs o
Adcasi Air, and we resnain conumitied
to meaintalnlng the highest levels of
operational and safety axcallence In
linewkth all regularory requiremants,”
the spokesperson addad.

Apoording tothe DIGCA's asspssment,
Akasa’s Cockpdt Volee Becorder {CVR]
checkswere repeatedhy beingmiarked as
“elosad ™ withaur amy analyst comim=nts
or evidence of corrective action. The
VR records the final tweo hoursof cock:
pit conwersation and audio wamings
during & Night, Proper review ol 1his
daty helps detect Bhuman errors or
procedural apses before they canse
incidens, Failure to document such
reviews wezkens the airdings intermnal
safery moadtosing.

The reguilavor ala fonsnd than e

nnlaudit findings were repeatediy not
being closed on time, meeaning known
safary or procedural issues remained
uwneesalved for long perfods.

One of the major concerns high-
lighted by the DeHFCA was about the
fact that not all staff had completed

mandatory  larigue  mansgenseanl
training. Fatigue trining is ment 1o

heelppilors and crew recmgmise signsal

tireines: that could impair decision-
miaking. Wirhout ki, there |5 a higher
riskof human error, especialiyon long
oF irreguilar dimy rsne .

Issues highlighted

® Serious and repeated
non-compEance with
aafety requiations

B nfernad msdil I’i|1:]i|'-e;~h'.r.‘1'r|:-'
repaatedly not heing closed
on time

® Mot all staff had completed
mandatory fatigue
management training

B [ncansislent rr|.-1r'||_|.=||.',.ll1.|r|ir|r]
b confusion among staff

m Pra-departure briefings far
flght cresw wiero missing

The repulator further said Akpsgs
Lafety Manapgement System (SMS)
manual, which defines how =afery
tisksare ldentified. reported, and mitl-
paled, was not in syne with manuals
used by individua] departmients such
as fight operations or engineering.
InconsEgent manualscan lesd ioson-
Fasion and umven implementation of
safery mules acmoss teams

CGCA also highlipghted that Qight
dara frar alrcraft recorders was belng
accensad woo breadly and thar feedback
frorm the Flight Operaticns Qualiny

Assupance (FOQA) programme was
bedngclosed withowt revlesy by techinl-
cal experts. FOOA data pronddes early
warning signes aof unsafe flving trends
Unrestricted aocess or premature clo-
sure of such feedback can compromise
the accuracy of safery analysis,

The: regulatorabso kdenti fed issees
within Akase's Flight Stamslonds oper-
atioms, It found that Load and Trim
shestrs, which cerrify thar an aiseraft’s
weigh and akance are safe for Highe,
wrgolten el wresignasd by authorized
personnel. Mizssing slanaiires mean
there s noafficlal verfeation that the
aircralt was loaded correcily, which
can alfect performance during take-
off and landing.

DGCA akso observed that pre-
chepartune briefimas for fiight crew were
missing discusstons abour potential
threats aichas weather, nunway condi-
tioms, 0T passeneT issues,

Thereaulatorhas asked Akasz Airto
canducta Boal Cause Analysistirilan-
ily why these problems persist amld 1o
prepane a Corrective Action Plan with
clefimed fimelines and responsibility, [
alspadvised thaalrlinein restrict access
o sensitive flight daca and conduct fazi-
e traintingg for all fghe crew medilers
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Flyer detained with |
4.15 kg weed |

Hyderabad: The Directorate of
Raveanue Intelligence [(DR1)
detained a woman pasienger at
the Rajiv Gandhi International
Alrport (RGIA) for carrying
hydroponic weed from Bangkok
and seired 4.15 kg of the nar-
cotic from her. Based on specil-
le Intelligence, afficers af DRI,
Hyderabad, intercepted the pas-
senger. During a search of her
baggage, officials recovered
packets containing groonish
substance in lumpy form which
tested posithve for cannabls. It
was reported that the woman
was supposed to hand over the
material after she exited from
alrport.
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2nd airport, reopening HAL facility to ﬁgum at B’luru civil dw.:ltlun meet

PrEparE state civil
aviation dossier,
ministry tells K'taka

—

BENGALURLU, DHNS

pdates nn Bengahoru's
I ! second international
adrport and the reopen-
ing of the HAL airport are 1o
he discussed at the sputhern
region ministers” conferenoe
on civil aviation in Bengalurm
nn Clctober 310,
Theconference, witha focus
O INNovation, COnnectivity
and innovations, will see par-
ticipation of representatives
from Karnataka, AP, Kerala,

T, Lakshadweep, Telangana
and Puducherry,

Tt aims (o l:nrin_g rogerh-
er seatesfunion territories,
aviation stukeholders wmd
industry leaders w focus o
Enhancing regional air con-
nectivity, unlocking oppariu-
nities in greenfield wrports,
helicopers, small aireealt,
seaplanes, drones, MR sec-
tor and exploring new avenucs
for sconomic development via
tourism, skill development and
employment opportunities,
savs the inviee from the Minis-
ter of Civil Aviation,

MECrefers tomaintenance,
repairand overhaul of gircrabt.

Ahead of theconferenoe, the
state government bas been in-
structed to prepare a scare civil
aviation dessier, highlighting

secroral nppnrtun:ltlu and
srowth areas in the state, key
challenges and expectations
from the ministry of civil avi-
ation and arcas of interest for
OIS CTFOne meetings with in-
dustry stakeholders.

"Some clarifications are
required betore the ministry
shares the leasibility report
(Torsecand airport ), Since land
is to be provided by the state, a
thoroughcheck has mobedone
o ensure the project does not
get stuck due to land issues,
The nod from forest depart-
mient is important. The e
of recpening HAL airport is
alza 1o be discussed,” civil mvi-
ationministry sources told DA,
adding thet CM Siddaramaiah
was likely to speak atthe meer.

"The ministry will likely ap-

The Airports Authaority of India had conducted an
on-site feasibility study of three locations proposed
fior Bengaluru's second airport in April this year. But the
state povernment is yvet to receive the report.

privée hinch the proposed loca-
tioms. Post that, it is up to the
state government to conduct
its own study,” hesaid,

The Airports Authorioy of

India had eonducted an on-site
feasibility study of three loca-
tions proposed for the second
airport — two adiaeent land
parcels on Kanakapura Road

near Harohalli, of 4.800acres
and 5000 aeres, and a 5, 30(0-
acre area on Kunigal Boad
near Nelamangala—in April,

Dhespite A submitting its
findings to the ministry on
June 23, the report is vet 1o
reach the stare governiment,

Industries Minister M B
Fatil, whe has been invited
by Minister for Civil Avia-
tion Rammashan Maidu for the
conference, said Bengaluru's
sevond airport was on top of
the state’scivil aviarion dossier.

“Weve provided all neces-
sury demils, documenes and
clarifications. There s no
legical reason for the union
ministry to delay the AAD re-
port any further. I it 15 being
delaved, they need 1o specly
the reason,” said Patil,
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Airports inaugurated, flights
vanished : UP’s aviation reality

UP State Burean

LERCHH Y

Seven mirporis  In Litar
Fradech. Ingugurged amid
much [EmfEre lere sieppel
operming passenger Qighzs,
sonie Wity Leves ruly IRig
o, Dotz revweals that sic
domale alrports amd Gne
erecicon airpant londal
I che Prince Minsier over the
(K = Fiii SR aly o
fuctiomal. despie Beavy pab-
Il imeesmneni

Thhe imnes pove st e ke B Lhe
Chitrakoot Alrport | nawger-
el drmualy by othe TS oo
Pl 10 202 s bekore Lhe
Lok Sabha dectome Inidalky,
Mighie aparared Ssir dpgs @
week bepwesn Chimakoot and
Lucknow ban were disoos
nued wiikin lour monias
Offictals clam  operadonal

0% TIiHk

ﬁmres spmt..hut.
terminals stand idle

iz s aned b v b g™ as rew
sone St cusprernsan hough
sufl contmue oo et 1o duty
Aally

Similarly. B tinmian
Internacianal Asport, opeved
I e wich a promiae w6 link
Huddest toariem circuns glo-
bradly, hasnt secma Angle ver
metimnal figlt. The airport
heandled a few domesic aper-

mions briefy befone shuthing
dowen. Officiels dic deleys In
installing e Enstrumei
Landing Syaem (LS} and Jow
PRARETEET T N & Sy sl -
lenges

Arrparts i Azamgarh. Aligach
BluirsSabod &ml S heve
fmoed 1 similor fale Each began
wrlthy lided doenestle moasies
prnacily e Lucknow | Dadisce
aldines wihdrew dues in low
| AT T il g il in
Sumrampur fights mewer ek
off’ cespine an official inangur
by i O e B4

Expens paint out & planning
T mamy ol these new &0
Pt lie willein WE-150 km ol
operetianal b ke Liviraos
Varmeas Frayngre) gl
Gommkhpur Wil better road
comnectivity and lower travel
cosls, pasengers have litLle
Insceneive 10 3y
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TVM Airport
boosts
operations

HD Bureau
THIRUWE MAKTHA LR AM

The Thirusananthapuram
International Airport is set
w increase s fllght oper
abions ||_'| Pl |||:|.|i||\|_-'1 1l
upcoming winter schedule,
glated to run wntl] AManch 28,
26, This marks a signl-
ficant rise in the airport’s air
traffic  movements  with
weekly Righis expected 1o
Surge v T3, compared o
G0 urder the current s
mmer scheduleThe uprick
in operstlons is seen a8 a
maponse  to prowing  de-
mand for both domestic and
inmernaional connectiona
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Airlines reduce winter flights to
Srinagar from 50-60 to 39

Schedule applicable from Oct 26, 2025, 1o March 28, 2026

22

Imdliga
Fighis

oy o Al B
Errapar O 15

While 1he nir traveller
il o Spanagar B
witneasid o oonaldvealile
i sl e PFahalgsm
ndtnek, there proids (o b
b signeal ey

As par the winter
gehelile, which I8 e
pareil by the abrlines
ard] feaned by the avin-
Elesn regi bvtos Db tnn
Gemsral of Clvil Avia-
thon (IHGCAL, Bs maEny
a8 Wi dadly Bighes would
nprabe from varous dis-
Elnatns o Srindgay amd
Back

Thaess [lighte hove
Eeon sehioiluled 1m the
winire soledain, which

06

The cry inemaicnal
Hight from thae Snnagar
Aporl, apart feom ke
arrial Haj| Aghes, 'was
the Spicejel Sragar-
Deatei lEght

There wias drest
carnn ey i

370 B e
Detracun,
Armedlstsac, ahi
Benpaurueania,

which wi Sapped,
OUL Doy A8 ane Iryeng £D
msure thse flghts

05

04

Alrinda Alrbrclia Spicelet
Exnress Mights Sights
ii gt
— — o
& offeotive between Oclo-
"‘l. . ber 25 ancd March 24 next

yeur

The miam bt of [ ghis,
whach the alrtines hove
gkl for Srinngar this
whnler, is niisch e in
gibmbser pampnrogd 1o
nlmesi 30 o 0 $Fighirs
that Wape A rnling
gt the la8e wintop
echfile do Brinagar

Ty tils Soar s wlm iy
schibdnde, a copy o which
WA rh Gl Kaeshim iy
in teres Ol alel b
Eighta, ki winlil b
operarlng 1B Eaximiem
= ights 12 fhe dLrEner
mpiinl of AEK.

Alr Inddin Expross his
wocted six Nighis, whils
Alr 1mdin kas five, npd

02

BRasa A
Right=

Spwce el as listed four
Rights to Srinmpnr, all
ol which wyuhl operste
berlwisen el ol Srd
REAT

Al A Kass woudd havo
Ewu Mgh®s oqersting 1o
Srinmpgnr lEErmaiimnl
AdrpEirl s s s wihier
pehidin

NiFncenE  Brinagne
Bilernational Afprpoet,
Aavail Arfain, renplly
Balil G atar FoRsbmidy
chir b Tighvts of wars
i b e e B gule Jiss
et a bW demanid o
Eavel beiworn Srinmgar
mnid various desrinalions
Hoowayer, the Oirncior
Aldrpor sanld there are
eflnwis fo add Nighis o

i Spa Binines on Pg-08

Airlines reduce...

dile destio s Wikl wire ibeceiloued die bl
demmnd

“There Wi ireo] colllicetiviry 10 Hiwbeneswar, Dehi
FaarL & Rmedehad, ol Bengahim siwlier, which was
e i oew we are eriTe W reanes fhee fiphie”
Anpm =1k

T by aniernat ol flight froen s Srmoaear Al
por. it [ the anmacl Hagj Bighis was 1B Spaedd
Sriagn r-Tiibei Nagki

The e in desorsd [n ghoe s e hed el o the dlscen
einrertien of ehie Aighe

The Srinagar Airport wrifmesee= o fot of flight @nosd
I = duriree the wineer vt o by poeer crshiliee
mperzndly e ing Decambr amd dammary

Howwyar, the upgrded e ding svsiom on the runway
ni & rmesgar Arpord Ens b dnnble bewiiness roogplslise



AJHTHJFn15£UU1FHJHITriJFihHJUl

Corporate Communications Directorate

HINDUSTAN DELHI 428 QCTOBBER 2025

@éﬂmmﬂﬂ#mm

i | ¢ ¥ Fia ®1 5 & o Yae 5 Wi & 0
o AT e & A A 8 2 T v e
TS T O O @ O A o 1 60 e @ e
R T 390 ) il edard U R o w1 3R .
T M S A e



IRt 8 T“THF*!TTF‘:'"'I gifsizseo

AIRPORTSAUTHORITY OF INDIA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE HINOUSTAN TIMES

DELHIL

UPSC selects 42 for DGCA posts
in attempt to ease staffing crunch

Neha LM Tripathi and
F"l'ﬂh'ti-rl uﬂ“

u| L) !.-:"'lllllll'al.llll FREE frim

NEW DELHI: The Union Public
Service Commission [UPSC)
has selected 42 candidates for
appointment a5 Assistant
hirectors (ALY ol n|1-e_'|7,-|ri|:||1x in
the aviaticin regulator, the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), in a large
srale recrultment o foor yedrs,
peopde Famillar with the matter
szld, adding that the candidates
will start working by the end of
November.

The apppintments are
expectml o stremgthen India’s
aviabbon salely oversighl, and
eome months after Hindustan
Times repaorted DGCA's stalfing
crunch om 19 July. O July 21,
civl] aviation minister Ram

Mboduzans Maido tobd Parliament
that DGCA would recruln 190
people by the end of October,

The recommendations were
made against 51 advertised
vacancies, accarding to the
final list published by the UFSC
on October 15,

According to documents
revieswet] by HT, wntal Juspe this
veur, 48% of DGCA's 1,063
technical posts were vacant.
The vacancles Included 400
posts sanctioned and added in
2022 . Some of the vacancies
were in key areas: for instance,
there were six posts of deputy
director general vacant in the
airworthiness section, six mone
i aperaliong, and two in i
snfey,

The people cited In the first
Instance sabd the new appolat-
ments are expected to signth-

cantly avygmensl DECATS techini-
cal strength, particutarby at a
time when air traffle move-
ments and fleer sizes are
cxpanding rapidly.

“Thiz large scale recruitment
in four years will help ease
operational pressure,” said a
ministry official who asked nog
Ty b iniamend,

The AL will Tse placed in ™
all technical departments bar-
ring the department of alrwor-
thiness, thus proving to be a
major relict to the short staffed
DGCA” a second povernment
official said. also asking not to
be named.

A& third odficin who spoke on
comelition of anomyity saigl the
Appoinimens were “thie first of
many coming” and claimed
‘arownd 150 appoiniments arc
likely in Movember”.

28 OQCTOBEE 2025
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Noida Airport awaits
clean-up, DGCA nod

Vinod Rajput

heesne rivre i hindessaniimes mn

GREATER MOIOA: Thvan Fimal miske
stnnd bertwsen e Moida Toter-
reabiomal AlrpedT ot kvt and s
Bt prwviniled vz Lo e pul-
b, affictals sasd on Monday. The
firsd, ivedves cleariag Tl
consrractian maretial - from
sl and oper s, The e
ol s nhininimg the renodnome
Bivemoe [roim e Diceeleral:
Cenemal of Chvl Aedariom [[0GCA),
wnnandalery recuirenenl for all
camaercial Arpars
Acvording W scenur ullicizls
oof Boddn Intesnsttomal Adrport
Lpf {NLAL) - Elwe Ul by Pradesh
grvermment by meersering e
prgecl - the concessivaaine
Yamuma Internadoenal Adrport
Pot L has baew bsbruchbal o
compler: the remaining waork
Switliinn B3 davs™ Daefowe Dl Kol
Imangnratiam date is fimatised
T prect i aliposl reads,
What remains are the Fmal
cleaing and  beawlalscation
vl Tyl ezl of snylarge infree
shoovbare propst,” said KNIAL
maddal nfficer Shadlendrn Bhama.

T busdsc pinme, Goislder Tue-
Henbrure wark, pedneng, clean-
iy every nook and vomer inside
the terméral and ather buildings.
Wheesl muyportanlly; Qe ool
i materis] nieeds o ke clenired
[rven Uie poeds wod olm spees
tn ard Armnd the prodect befnre
e key daie thal i ved o be
fiansd,” b= 5akd.

P e s You Acdilys-
nath, who reviewed progness ar
W s o Saluday, Disbrugied
afficials to ensure che atpart 1=
Tl pozscke i Ldns o wascka. Fol-
lowring s s, MIAL relierased
ilsddirective w YLATL.

In Septemiber, the atrpart
elemnsd woaajor lruidbe by secue-
Ing serarity clearamee for i Al
side ifrusdrociure oo e
Rarresm of Ol Alation Semrsy
[BCASL ek o senilicey sl
tewvard aprmanonad readiness.

The mexl crucisl nwilestome.
aiffirials said, b5 rhe DOCA'S Reree
dvome leoeo:, which will e
granced affer resring and triad
ruems e conspleted.

MG A afficials eald they oom-
dueted e seroddronee oensang
inspection berwern Sepiemines

23wl 35 L werily e ainpaor’s
cnmpliance with ctetl mAston
requamentnls (CAT).

“In the insperrions,  oeal of
38 ulmsrvatives were raed
¥IAPL kax sishmicted acriom
Rathiazn peports CATTRE) & aprpeus-
tmately 20k ohsermdnns, nnd
wivem prolaablie Rabes ol annphe
rinn for the remaiming fesms as
Ceclolur 290, and Novenber 7,7 a
gresmment officlal privym the
developnmnts tohl HT.

“Uprm subenisstion of pompt-
asce For e pradang obs erya-
ks, DGCA will carry oo amili:
dalivny inspociion b verdly oo
sure nf mll Andimgs,” ke acdded

A s poverianent ollicial
sabd, "BCAS has tssued secuming
weeiling Do cargo lerenimals, v
Ve serirny verting of passen
per letmimal boildng s uadie
process,”

O opevalivnal, D girpn
t5 epertedd ' eses congrstinn &
Cecdhi’s Bmkire Gamdle [ulermms-
clnnal Adrpert and emetge as A
Lllﬂiu: il Ll for perthern
India

Witk Snpuids Tromoe Mo LW Tirgpurhn



AIRPUORTS AUTHORITY OF

1M LA,

Corporate Communications Directorate

ThE PLONEER

LDELHL 28

OO ERR

& L2d5

From conflict to connection: India, China direct flights hit skies again

WUSHAN MITRA  Liea bl
When IndeGo lghl &E-1/03
W sl ol B ool s ML
Fubhash Chamdra Bose
Ing nrma]icenal Aarpaord ad IOpem
an Sunday, October 18, it
appearad at first 1o ba just
afsfEner of |HEEla's 1200
dally depetures Vel this por
ficuilar Meght s Risary
il THharked Chse BIFSD db@al
ComETH A Seris Betwee e
India and tha People's
Rapuilic of China In asminst
Flyo yoary

The Abrtus AOres air
crifi, Mying from Kolkats io
s veTis e ke Wity
17 e St Sl e
iy pend g darmanad o0
traved Bebaasor T v Asian
glanty. Regedar aF conme| iy
iy besbaisen Indis And Chins

Fad Beem sunipended Afce
oty JOA0 The Cowid- ™ pan
diesmic hiad il faily grownded
Mg seoroas e ok B 9
Wi e eadly clash an ihe
Giaksan Valloy 7 une 2070
that pushed Sano-lndian
il s s 0 Tl Borsssred oo
[[gR=- ==t

Wenie= carga flights Son
Firwgsintd i bes f0sLisd sila |
nl Wack — AT 20l Thlak
owor 5115 belllon annusally —
Pk POl v R
Torring thowsands of trasaiers
o lake coRily deolodis
g b o Ko, Bengkosk
or Sngapore To pul (he
Imypael in perspeclive aved
2 50y cliresy Mlights cosmect
o B o oo o JTH %
oipiera e by alrilmes sech s
Ald e 1pdiGe, Chins
S gl Feern el LFen g s [dern

-

Faspet s ST o e Lolah SN 1 Do d e THen froen Godails o Cusng e o0 Sl

Iri el Bl IRaw i
redslions 1hal S eovwsd ights
o resme has beon lnked
It by e caiedtin | oot
W animE Thi g ari cosling of
Indla-10% ralations Lindar
President Donabd Trumps
sl o — i b indnp-
HlEEE WWale BSTRErS A
Lenidls on Indian goods -
vl Misa Dol e rodal
et s lonsign pelicy. Trds
oarminaied imarane maeslng
b bwirerm P Bindstar
Haergrsdra Mol and Chiness
Prasiciont M Enpeig i Tlangn
Ty Friesanbing &g, fumang the
g i Of tha Ealks vk i
Chet | 500 10 Nty [P ahibes
ST Oiriing 8 COURKHI. e
rralinpSenr ol e

Folloeving e swooess aof
ke Holksin-Guangthou
rowla, indbln Fas aonasdy

afifnpinced & fedw Delki
i oL sy bo ] g i
carly November. China
Eambarn Alr|imes plass Lo reir
irpduce  @irecl  Tlights
Exbeyren Shamghial and Del
s e G Inclis i enpecied 1o
reinstafe s Baijing and
harghal comned e by iha
end of this year. Induesiry
e B e T P R
ard sty 1o B e Wi i)
el (s e b suchias
M, C P |, Ssineisn
amdl Kunming

AvipSnn caxperie podnd oul
Faal e delay In Podly resdor
g e WETY i el g 1o
& lack of demano bul raiis
& shodnagpe of alroralt s
g e s = Challengas that
P affectod global alrines
s 15 pprda i cliiinapl
ol Sugoly Chuins
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Tha lawar Internaticnal
&frport is sat to estahilish a
new benchmark in digital
infrastruclure in Uilar
Prade<h. Huilt in alignmont
wilh Chiel Minisler Yogi
Adityanath's vision, this
airport is ready 1o Degin
operathons soon. 1 will not
nrty ba tha most modermn
alrnport Im the country bui
alsn a hub of digital romnes-
tivity equippod with fuiure
raady techoningy systems
The airport will foaturs a
dual-ribre oplic eiwork 5o
ErTsLIre seamiio, sooure dolka
connectivily. Two indepen-
dent data centres ara balng
eslablishead at diferant loce-
tions. The entire alrpart infra-
struchure will ba connacied
through an imlegrated
natwark, A viden suresil-
lance system is being
imstalled across the ainpaort
campars. o Inlerrational
Airport is sel 1o becoaie nol
juml & galvwesy for flights
Lrut & symied of 8 nesw erain
digital infrastnacture,
Linlike traditicmal sinports,
kpar ntarngtional Alrport IS

baing developed as a fully
smart, future-raady digital
network. The facility weill
featura dual-fitre optic con.
rmeclivily with two indcpen
deni nelworks, enswring
uninterrupted data Flows
even in e event ol a lech
nical glitch.

Twao separale dala centras,
kocated st differant sites,
will semm as tha airport's
digital backbone

All systems, from terminal
operafions o rurmasry man
agement, parking and secas-
rity waill ke linked througha
unified digilal mebwork. Every
activily, movemenl and
information flow will be
monitored and <conirollad
inreal tirme. Adding &n axira
kayar of saleby, a state-of-the-

art video sunealilance systerm
willl covarawary comer of the:
airport. Licence plate recog-
mitlon and driver imaging
cameras insialled on entry
and exil fouies will enalxle
smarl wekhicle tracking
anhancing both seour ity and
[PEs5ENGEr CONVanSmoe.

in liree with Chied Minister
Yopl Adityanath's digltal
wision, threa major digitai
comfrel hubs have beamn
cevrlopad at the airport
The first is the Airport
Operations Centre [ACC]
wehich awill acl o the brain of
ihe entire ai porl. contredling
all aclivitbes irn real Gime
The second is the Securily
Cperalions Conirol Centre
(SOCC), which will meintaln
canstant vigllance owver

atrport sacurity. The third is
the Airport Emergency
Operations Centra [AEOC)H,
whiich prsUres an immediate
rESEONSE in any amergancy

A1 the digital connectivity
lesweel, Jeswsar  rsles national
Airport has boen designed 1o
errsure seamless wireless
netaork coverage acress the
enlire premises, including
the rurmeway and remote
stanads. Tha alrport welll akso
tegture =mart diglial access
and real-tima infomation
syslems, providing instam
updates and comnactivity
for bhoth passcngors
arwd s1alT

The airpor is being dowol
oped 85 8 lechnology-driven
Infrastructure that will not
only rmeel current needs Dul
Ao support futura artificial
intelligence-based sacurity
and autormaied oparations
=ystems This project wall
matkr Uittar Pradocsh a major
huh in the digital aviaticn
mestwenrk. The Jowsr airpord
wwill ol andy Lake thwe slafets
cannesindily lo new heights
but wili also strengthem
Indie’s reputation for fechno-
logical excellemie, securily
and efflchency



il 3 -
e Aear=as= o

AIBPORISAUTHORITY OF INDLA

Corporate Communications Directorate

THE FIOHEEE DELHAT 28 QCTCQBEER 2025

IGIA can increase annual
passenger handling capacity

MONEER NEWNS SERVICE
i ey Duthi

Cedhl abpor] catasale up its
annual passengar nendling
capacity 10 upE b 130 million
a5 “efflcienches can thriveT,
Its CLO Wideh Kumar
falpruriar has said

The natianal Capitals
Indira Garedhl Intesmaticimal
Airport (IGIA]. alsa tho
sounlry's bussesl alrpor,
urranliy Fias [ha (apacity 1o
handla more tham 100
miklinn passENQers anndl-
Iy, In the year ended March
31, 2025, the airpoit had
saan T3 million

Faiprariar, waihio s bhea CEQ
of DAL, sadd thie passengar
rsTibars arg expected fo
Increase comparod 1o the
pravics yoar Bl did mod
proebide @ particular rangn
or csflmate. The alrpart,
wihich started operading the
refurbshed Termilnal 2 (T2)
on Qoiober 260 hes 160
miors fermrdnals — Thand T3
Inlernatiznal Aights operata
oy from B2 lalpuriar said
the curmant plan for the
airport is o have an annual
pASSEMGAT mandliing
rapachty ot 130 rdilian.

“IT Is designed far 40

millllan [passcngers por
annum capacityl. | thenk we
can definitely sbetch i by F
A per oenl o 10 g Gainl
more. Becadse wa have
akupys sean thad effickenciss
cart bhrhes, 5o thal will Laka
il (eapaciiny] to 49 milion
“Ar T3 wa ara already
dning Bl million [passeen-
sl It (T3 was designed for
34 million {passengors],” he
lold PTI i g intersow
Batsdes [he piers gt T3
walll hiedp add capacily ol al
st 10412 millkon passengers
por annum he sald and
acdoed hal The capacity of U
refurtiiehed T2 15 15 millian
Alerinauguraling the refir-
Elshid T2 on Saturday, Chel
Aviation Minister K
Hammaobaey Mok s tha
akpor can have the capac
Iy tsharleup i T30 millan
RISSOTEDTS Per Arnum
Iizarrewhilie, lalpuriar sakd
the airslde 1ransfer ol
Baggage of international
passangars iom T3 o T has
Been sLccessTUl,
“Wa are currenily daing
a Fol {Froof of Concept) and
il 15 sucoessiul. Hopefully,
ihat will gat approsead
by all tha concerned
poaple,” he sald
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Directfli

shtsbetweenKolkataand

Guangzhouresumeafter five-yeargap

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Koffoata, 26 Ooober

After a hiatus of more than
v vears direct afrconnectivity
between Kolkata and China's
Guangzhou city resumed on
Sundav night, marking a
significant step in reviving
cross-horder traved and trade
linnks hetwieen the vooouminics.

The first IndiGo fight took
off from the Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose Intemational
{NSCBI) Airport with 176
passengers tonight following
a ceremonial lamp lighting
altended by apussengor, aimon
officials and sadine pepeesentaives.

Chinese Deputy Consul
Ceneral in Kolkata, Qin Yong,
who attended, hailed the

resumption of direet Nights
between India and China
through the Kalkata and
Guanpzhou city route as a
"very important day” for
Indlia-China relations,

Adier fve vears of suspension,
it is a very big improvement
for the bilateral relations. We
expected this for a long time,
and it s very important for
our bilateral relations.” Qin
Yong told a news agency at
the airpost.

Diirect flights between Kollata
and Guengzhanwereoperitional
until early 2020 but were
suspended lollowing the
outbreak of the Covid-19
pandemic. The prolonged
suspension continued in the
wake of heightened tensions

along the eastern Ladakh
border, which had impacted
hilateral exchanges across
variows seciors. xow, with
diplomatic and commercial
engagement between India
and China showing gradual
improvement, theservices are
being restored.

Private carrier IndiGoearier
announced the resumption of
tts Kolkata—Cruangzhou route,
with daily non-stop Mights
starting 26 October. "Thisis a
positivedevelopment that will
sirengthen trade and tourism
ties betweeneastern India and
s ithem Ching,” s anofficial
at the Kolkata airport.

IndiCzos decision to revive
the roue comes amid renewed
efforts toenhsnce conmectivity

between key Asiancilice The
aitline, which had earlier
sppended s China operations
due o pandemic restrictions,
has expressed optimism about
the route's prospects, citing o
steady fse in passenger demand
and cargo movement.
Industry ohservers believe
the resumption of fights will
particularly benefit traders
and business travellers from
eastern India, many of whom
rely on Guangzhou - 2 major
mrnfscturing and coenmencal
hub - for souircing poods and
maintaining supply chains.
Thedirect Mizht isaboexpectod
o provide a boost to
people-to-people exchanges
and clitde srnoother movenient
for students and professionals.
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Delhi Airport’s future-ready
Terminal 2 is set to reopen:

New Delhi: Delhi International Alrport Limited (DIALY, a
GMER Aero-Led consortium, today announced the
reopening of upgraded Terminal 2 (T2) of Delhis Indira
Gandhi International (IGI) airport, which will become
operational from the interim night of 25-26 Oct, an official
statement said. Speaking at the ceremony, Kinjarapu
Rammohan Naidu, Minister for Civil Aviation, said, " Under
the globally acknowledged and nation-wide respected
leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, we are
developing and transforming our airports into workd-class
transit hubs at an unprecedented pace. Handling nearly 50
pe of the northern region’s total passenger traflic and
managing nearly S0.000 transfers every day, Delhiis
emerging as a preferred transfer hub.”
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IndiGo launches first direct

Mumbai-London Heaﬂwaw Might:

Mumbai: IndiGo, Indis
largst aitline. operatod ifs
inaugural non-stop fight
between Mumbai and
London Heathrow, marking a |
mdiior milestone in the
carries’s glohal expansion
slratesy. The duily service,
operated with IndiGos
Boeing 7879 Dinsamliner,
featuees a dual-class
oonfigunation ~standard Economy and IndiCGoSioeich, the
aidine’s ciestomized biziness-class product. Heathrow, one
of the world's busiest airports, i considerad a key gateway
For Internatioaal aifdines. [ndiCaos mew rowte connects two of
the world's major financial huts, strengthening t5es between
Indiz and the Undied Kingdom,
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NHAI chiefassures Punjabofairport connectivity

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Charaligaed, 270 oler

Cahinol Minister Sanioey Amra
on  Monday  held a
comprehensive meeting with
Santosh Kumar Yadav,
Chairmun of the MNational
Highways Authority of [miu
(ST LAT), Wi ivis oo

by thee D8 (Techinieal) and
other ollicials of the NHAL
to review progress in the
projects acroes Punjab and
resolve pending infrastructune
i=sLes,

Aqvra began by underlining
urgent need to develop
appreedmetehy three-domsetne
d.]:lpl.'ﬂt'h..|'|.-J.I'l;'-EI.1'lt'¢1I Adampur

. painting out thal this
sarefich Falls vmder the fursdicron
ot Mingstmy of Foad Tremesport

& Highways (MoRTI and it
imust be taken up by MHAL
immediately to ensure safe
and efficiont airpoet connectinity.

The Ludhiana-Ropar
highway project was alsoe a
major focus of discussion,
The minister noted sianificunt
delays inexecution and stressed
that the project be re-tendered
and Fast-tracked so thar
[ong-pending works can be
completed without further
slippage.

Arora promised to help in
getting soil filling for projects
a5 per Punjab government’s
Miming Policy. On the LML
parking progoct. Twe highlighted
bureawcraticdelays that have
held up the tender and
consrruction, The NHAIL
chairman responded by

rmrnecEatehy dins ot oonoermiad
affickals of the NHLML to
EranLeCessary Il]fl['lr'f:"fi.'I]F.‘r‘H':'
wiork can commence al the
eatliest,

Expressing concern over
the slow progress of the
Ludhiana cycle track. the
minister urged stronger
supervision and direct
intervention by the Regional
Office (RO Punjab o cnsune
WELATS pilot projoct is completocd
e schedule for the benefitof
aomimuters and cyelists.

The meeting akoaddressal
recurring fund- release and
portal issues affecting the
Delhi-Katra highway, with
Minizter Arora emphasizEng
that techoical problems on
the central funds portal ane
stulling work and causing

financial uncertainties; the
Chairman instructed the RO
Puniab i resobve all portatrekited
issucs promptly and cnsure
uninterrupied fund fows,
Adetailed review washeld
od the JIatandhar-Amritsar
highway, where bothoollicials
discussed canstanding works
regarding repairs and agresed
on accelerated action plans
o clear pending ilems and
improne traflic Bow and safeb,.
Withcommendal operations
st to commence st Halwara
Alrport shortly, Minister Arora
stressed the bmportance of
robust road connectivity o
airpsort o sena iransportation
needs of the entire Malwa
region; NHAI  assured
erchinated plarming to pricetize
approachies and woeess roads.
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Pilot concern over duty hour extension

AMIYA KLMAR
KUSITWATTA

Mewy Disthi: A pllods” groap on
Sunday urged the aviation reg-
ulator o immediately with-
draw 1ts daeclsion oo extand
fitght faty honars for teaopilot
Eoeing 757 operalions, say-
1ng fiving long routes with
rastrictad rest capabiilsy in-
Creased chances of fadgve-in-
duees] sETOTE.

Mentoning the Alr Indla
Direamliner filght crash fn Ah-
madabad, the Alrling Pllots’
Assoclation of India (ALPA
Indiap umderined that exiend-
Ing dury howrs inscead of man-
dbatlng addifional crew ralsed
Saplons questions aboat prior-
Tising ifght safiby oo opeTs-
tional cosis amnd comeen isane.

The Mrectorate General
of Civil Awlation (ThCAN s
Tocantly declided o exhand dhe

fllghie (e e ot (FIVTL) for
Boalng TAT tW0-Man crew ap-
arations frotm L Rovers 0 L0030
hours, and 13 hours of flight
dhwty peciod {FDF) 0 14 oo,

The pllots® azsociation
called $160 declslom uninssficsd
Andd dangsmisly meosstent
with glohal safily pracioos.

“Operating long rowmes
with restricted past capabill-
1%, componded by adverse
woaAlher and night operatons,
creaies a soanaria ripe for fa-
teue-inducad errors,” ALPA
Tndta saidd, citing tiat fadgne
remainad A major factor in
s aviation accidents
worldwide.

The ptlor assoclation re-
quiesned the pegulator t0 lmme-
diatedy withdraw the FINTL =x
bension fon two-pilog THT opera-
tions and mandate augmented
Crew CHmanoperations o all
flights exceading clght hours

rrrJ-m::.? of the Air India plane that erashed in Ahmedabad
anJune 12 soen aflee Galkes-ofl. File pichize

o opeTating throngh the win-
omr af clroacian Jow (WOCL)
until the Federul Aviston Aid-
mdnlstratdon (Fas) airworthi-
ness directive mandating ne-
striction of the caplain's soal
Tecins fumcton was ot ed.

WIOCL is the period be-
tween Xam and Gam when
tnnmaan akereress s arn s lowest,

The FAA's alrworthinass
directive mandates restric-
ttons of the captaln’s seat
recline function on the Boe-
1 TRT Decankse of safety oonh
oprma. This resiction has had
A direct awd BeveTa fmpact on
crew rest guality during fHght,
ALPA Indin sald, The Inability
o reciinge the seat slgnificantdy

e dhe edfectveness of -
Tl gt rest, partloulariy on long
Tirhas, 1t addesd

The pllots” groap demand-
ed that the avintlon watchdog
undertaks a comprehenslve
fatlgne risk assessment in
aomsnltaien wth flight crow
TOpTrSE AL hefore appro:
Ing oy further deviadon fmom
establlshed Mimlts.

“This e sfrikes at the
heart of Night safely. The re.
cent regulatory actbon, i lefl
unaddressed. exposes not onlby
thaoparating crenw bt alsopags-
Eohigers and the avelling pah-
The B INAOesSET Ty Al preveme:
fhle d=k " ATDA I subd.

The assoclation sought the
DaCa™s urgent Inmervensdon
in the mierest ol operational
safery, regulatory inlegricy
and the welfare of the pilots
who shonldared the aitimans
respeE il 1 for fllghn safaey
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CHIMA LINK: The inangral Asght i

Conn ipgadend, Chiu, doparied wt 00,07 pm
(e ) fironm Cal cudin aly port on Bunday
Wight, carrying 176 peescnzers, artording

o nffirinls. The daily direct Hight 12

w1 oxpeesa bl by Indifin, Thias even fwes
relehiruled widk & dhin € ceremong (bl ] al e
Alrport, derine which o of thi pekeen 2ers
Lt thie eemrerriomiial asp. POH. Beman, the
direschor of MSCRI Sirport, along with
nifcialy from thse Adrpocts Anthoraty of India
CAAT) i Te Al G, il Divpalior]) | B s, Tniiriia
stiiod that che pecatabbshssent of chis direct
respe yeomld not only enbanoe business and
temraEm. ¢ nmertions bt alsoofer momensed
remmen isnee fine passsngers trmveling
Isrbvisns Uhi o ciiSes. The NEghi bs selwed ol
o dopart Erom Cabentts daile ot 10pm and
willl trke ¥ oy amd 1S mansates inamee in
Cnangehom, savd nfficinks
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Toplugsafety gaps, DGCA orders tamper-proof ATClogbooks

SHEKHAR ':IH'G-H

TEZRIST Y “r""r

MENY DELIDL, O CTOBEN 27
With the ol wvisnan seioe
mttling stadf shortnges. risng
tmffic and mounting opera
tioruil sfress, (ke Dincdoemte
Geneml of Oedal  feaption
(DA has sepged mdotight-
en onrrired ovey cne of the fmast
criticl aepecs o Vit sl
v — revord kes g maide g
talliceooirol (S0 e,
Ina ficd such measune, Lhe
regubitor has ordersd that
every ATC unit must main-

lain fimperpeoal, stand.amd -
igpd log books under strct
supeEndsion, ensuring  that
each instruction, commiin.
catiem or incklent is oo mte
T record e oned traceihle
The mowe, affivinls =y is
mimer] g% restoring AcenEngn-
hilfity snd dlisc pine i an over-
srdiched siem where sven
uner provedumml Bpees can
[FORE TR L E T W (AT T
A DECA civular issaed
recently mandstes that ATS
unil log bocks are main-
Eained in a comect and und

Record-keepirg nocimns
tgheriad mensune
imzrccshiliny e piropemtions

Farmm: formmal “The b boaks
farm an essentis] part of ea-
e e Ui resd curing 0 s i

ty irvestigation,” states fhe
careular, whuch coeres negrly
four moenths afler the Arx
Irsdia orash invobring o Dos-
ing THT Dreamlmer fight
thatclaired 260 hives

The cioalir mandanies thal
Ty miry he made only in
bhaeor bieck ks, i cheonelop-
ical e without overamiing

OF Erasures. Ay oo, i

prevEssey dan ooy ke rade by
siriloing off the srhsrentiy by
clizning & sirgle Jme over il a
vikl  procedural  sabsfuond

Farh ATC position  muost
makrrbain & separsie log cp-
turmgapesational detadls awh
as incidents camenne changss
and prjuiprment stntus. Al log
boaks must e properly
b, seridd by numbensd] and
eertified by B superysory affi
cer The ATS-incharge will
muirtain & moster s of all
izsaed bog books bo ersume
Lriceiird ily, Sue roilar reack.

The neifator his ol gt
sned The e rvertiemes pro-
toeol “The rdisving ool

CORTIN U ELY G5 PRGE

Toplugsafety...

shall first Snke over walch' in
the logbook ond sen e tha
effort, tolkroed I the handng
over wabch' b the rediesed oon-
ol Ui cnsibar stales Sgea
sy albiens am o be bald
avvrniritable fer apy cisemepancg:
aithrs ofirar aisesdiioiraress
e thim H Ing bockesat o b

Offirials said the move was
long merdur, espednlly ghaen
sorml  insinees . where
mecimpdede ar ineonAskEnt kg
entrivs  complicobed  safety
reviews_ “In ATC opemstions. &
mimming line in a log mn mean
losing vital evidenoe in B safe-
v probe” smd 6 senior DGCA
officnl. seoess to ATC records
s alan been resticte] girio-
b o authonesd conlrolles
and IXACA insperiorg.

India's air traffic ks been
grevdnyg al neady B-10 per cent
ammaaly but the mumber of nir
tmfic comtrallers (ETOs) has
not kept ugs As of June 20025
the mnctinrexl strmgth af
ATk st it 5637, 20t 1,243
pocts pemmne] vacand.



