i " i . " ; .

AIR}-"ORTS AU l'i—ideTY OF INDIA
Corporate Communications Directorate

BEUSINESS LINE

DELHT

28 SEPTEMBEER 2026

Centre plans major aviation
infra push in West Bengal

——
Rohit Vaid
New Delhi

A major infrastructure boost
from the Centre is planned
for West Bengal’s aviation
sector. The Airports Author-
ity of India (AAT) plans to de-
velop civil aviation infra-
structure at four locations in
the State, sources told busi-
nessline.

The proposed develop-
ment covers the airfields at
Hasimara, Kalaikunda,
Malda and Balurghat.

JOINT FRAMEWORK
According to sources, AAI
and the Government of West
Bengal are scheduled to sign
a memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) in Kolkata
next month, which will es-
tablish a framework for the
coordinated  implementa-
tion of the projects.

The proposal envisages
the development of civil en-
claves at the Hasimara and
Kalaikunda Air Force Sta-
tions, along with the revival
of Balurghat Airport through
its transfer back to AAL

While Malda is included
among the four locations,
the specific scope of devel-
opment is yet to be worked
out, sources said.

Under the proposed ar-
rangement, the responsibil-
ities of AAI and the State

IN SYNC. The civil enclaves at Hasimara and Kalaikunda would
provide facilities for civilian air operations at the existing Air
Force stations (file photo) au

government will be defined
to facilitate coordinated im-
plementation. Accordingly,
the Government of West
Bengal would facilitate the
availability of land required
for the civil enclaves and air-
ports, free from all
encumbrances.

Besides, the State would
extend support for statutory
clearances, external infra-
structure and inter-depart-
mental coordination to en-
able timely implementation.

The proposed transfer of
Balurghat Airport back to
AAT would facilitate system-
atic planning and phased in-
frastructure development.

CIVILIAN ACCESS
Meanwhile, the civil enclaves
at Hasimara and Kalaikunda
would provide facilities for
civilian air operations at the
existing Air Force stations.
As per the proposal, devel-

opment at the four locations
would improve regional air
connectivity in the northern
and western parts of the
State.

The proposal places the
initiatives within the Min-
istry of Civil Aviation’s
broader efforts to expand re-
gional connectivity and op-
timise existing aviation in-
frastructure. The proposal
envisages these projects as
part of an expanded regional
aviation network, linking in-
frastructure  development
with opportunities across
the sectors identified in the
proposal.

However, the details
shared so far do not specify
project costs, construction
timelines or dates for the
commencement of passen-
ger services. Sources said
that specific project costs
will be worked out within the
framework of the MoU.
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Airport babu too bureaucratic?
A few days back, the F

Airport Authority of
India (AAl) chief was
shunted to the
Ministry of Rural
Development as
Additional Secretary.
But nobody has
been replaced for
the top job at AAL
Rumors are abuzz T 5
about who will be the new AAI chief and why the current chief
was suddenly shunted. The gThe grapevine says the that the
top office’s displeasure led to the immediate shift, citing slow
movement of files on airport privatisation and complaints from
private operators and a top industrialist that the airport babu
was too bureaucratic.
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AAlstrengthens baggage handling and
passenger faci]itatmn at alrports

Asmoothbaggage experience
is an important part of a
seamless airport journey. As
part of "Yatri Sewa Abhiyan
2026, Airports Authority of
India (AAI) on 23 September
2026 undertook focused
measures at its airports to
strengthen baggage-area
facilities, improve passenger
convenience and ensure a more organised and responsive
baggage journey for arriving and departing passengers.
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AAl strengthens access to potable water
and essential passenger amenities

Acce%stmie:mdxmkmguater
§ and essential amenities is a
basic vet important part of a
comfortable airport experience.
As part of Yatri Seva Abhivan
2026, Airports Authority of
India (AAI) on 25 September
2026 undertook focused
measures across its airports
to strengthen the availability, upkeep and accessibility of
potable water facilities and other essential passenger amenities.
Airport teams reviewed passenger-accessible drinking water
points, including RO systems, water coolers, taps and Water
ATMs, wherever available.
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AAlI enhances passenger information
and navigation across airports

Clear directions and timely
information are integral to a
seamless airport experience.
As part of "Yatri Seva Abhiyan
2026, Airports Authority of
India (AAI) on 22 September
2026 undertook focused
measures across its airports
to strengthen wayfinding .
signages, flight information and passenger communication
systems, enabling passengers to navigate airport facilities with
greater ease and access the information they need throughout
their journey. At AAI airports, teams reviewed directional
signage across key passenger areas, with attention to visibility,
placement, language clarity and consistency.
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AAIreinforces passenger assistance
and smooth security facilitation

As part of the on going Yatri 7

Seva Abhiyvan 2026, Airports
Authority of India (AAT) today
undertook focused measures §
acrossits airports tostrengthen
passenger facilitation at security
checkpoints and enhance the
overall experience through
smoother processes, courteous
assistance and better coordination. The initiative emphasised
the importance of ensuring that security procedures are carried
out efficiently while passengers receive clear guidance and
assistance throughout the process.
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Nose for f ouble How five Labrador Szblmgs smff out narcotics trail at airports

Dheeraj Bengrut
dheera| bengrut@htlive.com

PUNE: When Ovi stopped by a
wheeled luggage at Pune airport
in August 2026 and signalled her
handler, customs officials knew
she had sniffed trouble. Inside
the luggage's specially created
compartment was 3.028 kg
hydroponic cannabis worth
around 1.8 crore. The packets
were vacuum-sealed and care-
fully stashed in the luggage,
which had arrived from Bang-
kok, purportedly to prevent the
odour from escaping. But it did
not elude Ovi's olfactory recep-
tors.

The Labrador is one of five
siblings trained by the customs
department as detector dogs,
and employed across the coun-
try in customs formations.

Born in December 2020 near
the Attari border, Punjab, to
Coco - alsoa detector dog - the
five have since been separated by
many miles but continue to
share a curious connection
whenever they meet during
refresher training.

Ovi and Orly are the two
temales of the pack, while Ora,
Opal and Oreo are male. Ovi is
posted with Pune Customs,
while her siblings are serving at
different locations, including

Trichy, Chennai and New Delhi.

The five pups were brought
from the Sashastra Seema Bal
(SSB), Alwar, Rajasthan, and
trained at the Customs K9 Train-
ing Cenire near the Attari-Wa-
gah border.

“Coco, who gave birth to
them, was also an excellent
detector dog - so in a way, the
five are continuing her legacy,”
said Veena Rao, superintendent
at the Customs Canine Centre
(CBIC), Amritsar.

Trained for the kill

The pups went through eight
months of specialised training in
narcotics detection. While each
performed well, Ovi emerged the
batch topper, said Rao. Post-
training, they were assigned to
different Customs commission-
erates.

They can recognise specific
target odours and alert their
handlers on detection. While
their primary target is narcotics,
the Customs K-9 teams also
assist in detecting gold and
material linked to wildlife smug-
gling, including animal skins
and other wildlife-derived prod-
ucts.

As operating in crowded air-
ports is a challenge due to a cha-
otic mix of aircraft noise, heavy
baggage movement and sensory
overload from competing

OFF DUTY, IT'S SIBLING TIME: When they're not sniffing out drugs, the five Labrador siblings — Ovi,
Orly, Ora, Opal and Oreo— are happy to stop for a family photo. Despite being posted miles apart,
the siblings recognise each other instantly whenever they reunite for refresher training.

odours, the dogs have to remain
focused through such distrac-
tions and identify a target odour
even when smugglers attempt to
conceal material in sealed pack-
ets, baggage or specially con-
structed compartments. Rao
said the five siblings have settled
into their respective postings
and contributed to detection
efforts in different parts of the
country.

“Each is an asset having con-
tributed to detection. They have
been trained specifically to iden-
tify narcotics and are deployed
according to the requirements of
their respective commissioner-
ates,” said Rao.

Ovi's journey from a trainee to
an operational K-9 officer has
been evident at Pune airport. She
was brought into the Pune K-9
team after Sam, a Customs

sniffer dog who had served at the
airport for nine years, retired in
2022. Since her deployment, Ovi
has been assigned to interna-
tional flight operations, includ-
ing arrivals from Bangkok. Last
month’s detection, said her han-
dler Sunil Kamble, “was the
result of continuous training and
the understanding developed
between the animal and its han-
dler”. “She is extremely alert -

once she geta particular scent,
she remains focussed on that
area and does not get distracted
easily,” Kamble said, adding reg-
ular exercise and training are
necessary to keep the dogs up to
speed. “We get an early start
every morning. I take her for a
jog before conducting exercises.
She needs to remain active
because her physical fitness has
a direct bearing on her perform-
ance during duty,” he said. Her
diet is also monitored - she is
given meats and curd in the
summers. The quantity is moni-
tored to prevent overfeeding.

The handler-dog relationship
is equally important. A K-9 offi-
cer must understand subtle
changes in the animal’s behav-
iour and responses, while the
dog has to respond consistently
to its handler’s instructions.
“Working with a sniffer dog
requires patience, discipline and
trust. You cannot treat the dog
like an erdinary pet. The dog has
to be trained, exercised and han-
dled according to a fixed rou-
tine,” Kamble said.

Famous five

“Like Ovi, all her four siblings
are highly trained and perform
extremely well in their respec-
tive areas of deployment. Their
work requires them to be
extremely quick and alert - they

have to quickly screen baggage
and identify suspicious consign-
ments within a short period. As
drugs are concealed in different
ways to escape the human eve,
the capability of a trained canine
becomes extremely important,”
said Rao.

On December 18, 2022, Cus-
toms intercepted a female Ugan-
dan passenger, who had arrived
from Addis Ababa to Chennai air-
port, after Orio detected drugs
concealed in her checked-in bag-
gage, leading to the recovery of
1542 grams of methagqualone and
644 grams of heroin, collectively
valued at around ¥3.35 crore. The
passenger was arrested and fur-
ther investigation was initiated.

Collectively, the five siblings
have helped the Customs depart-
ment detect narcotics and other
contraband worth over 100
crore over the last four years.

Distance however has not
weakened their bond. Each time
they attend a refresher training,
they recognise one another
immediately. “They interact with
each other and show a familiarity
that is quite remarkable consid-
ering they have spent most of
their working lives at different
locations,” said Rao.

“Their contribution in detect-
ing narcotics and other prohib-
ited items is significant.” Rao
said.
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Laser lights banned
near IGIA over ‘pilot

vision distraction’

Jignasa Sinha

jlgnasa sinha@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Police have banned
the use of laser beams at events
near IGI Airport following
instances of “pilot vision distrac-
tion,” which poses a serious
safety hazard to passengers,
crew, and aircraft operations,
officials said.

According to a September 19
order issued by ACP (Palam)
Pradeep Kumar Meena under
Section 163 of the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS), the restriction will con-
tinue until November 17. It will
be extended after that, a police
officer said.

The order stated that the
restrictions apply to individuals,
STOUPS, EVENt OrZANISErs, OWIETS,
occupiers and employees of ban-
quet halls, hotels, restaurants,
buildings and land within the
Palam sub-division of the IGI Air-
portarea.

The move comes after the Air
Traffic Control (ATC) reported
several instances of pilots being
distracted by laser beams while
landing. In February and March,
two Delhi-bound flights from
Hong Kong faced difficulties dur-
ing landing.

Police said several farmhouses,
banquet halls, hotels and restau-
rants around IGI Airport use
lights — including laser beams
and light shows — during marria-
ges, parties and other events.
These light shows can distract
pilots as they descend towards
the landing strip, added police.

“Laser beams directed towards
aircraft can distract pilots at a
critical stage of flight, particularly
during landing. The restriction
has been imposed as an immedi-
ate preventive measure to ensure
the safety of aircraft, passengers
and crew,” the officer said.

The order noted that the use of
laser beams, especially in the
open during night hours, was not
specifically regulated by any
existing rules or regulations. It
said the prohibition was there-
fore necessary to prevent danger
to human life and the safety of
aircraft and to contain the nui-
sance caused by laser beams in
the vicinity of the airport.

According to police, the first
such incident this year was
reported in February, after which
complaints of laser interference
with aircraft operations were
received on multiple occasions
from pilots of both domestic and
international flights.
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Boeing detects software
issue with MAX planes

[t may impact automated flight guidance system

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Mew DelhifMumbai, 27 September

Boeinghasdetected asoftware
issue In some of its B737 MAX
planes that could result in dis-
engagement of the automated
flight guidance system after a
missed landing approach and
the aircraft maker is working
on a permanent solution,
according tosources.

In India, there are around
o6 Boeing 737 MAX planes
operated by Alr India Express
and Akasa Air. While Afr India
Express has around 53 planes,
Akasa Aircurrently operates43
such aircraft.

A Boeing spokesperson on

Sunday said its engineers are
working on asoftwareupdate to
permanenthy address the issue.
"Last month, we informed all
737 operators about a software
issue where pilots may experi-
ence areduction in automation
during a landing scenario. We
shared information with oper-
ators that reinforced existing
pilot procedures for safely
handling such cases” the spo-
kespersonsaid ina statement.
The sources said alircraft
manufacturer has identified a
software Issue affecting certain
Boeing 737 MAX aircraft, which
could result in the automated
flight guidance system disen-
gaging afieramissed approach

if the subseguent approach
path differs from the one orig-
inally planned.

Boeing has issued an advis-
ory o operators to reset the
system following a missed
approach as a precautionary
measure o address the soft-
ware issue, they added.

“We are closely coordinat-
ing with Boeing and can con-
firm that there is no impact to
the safety of Akasa Air oper-
ations... Our aircraft continue
to operate safely in accord-
ance with established proce-
dures and applicable
regulatory requirements,” an
airline spokesperson told PTT
ina statement.
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crisis

(Gujarat's 560 billion economy struggles with limited air connectivisy

Melvyn Thomas
SURAT

A city that drives a $55-billion
to $65-billion economy, proc-
esses more than 90% of the
world's diamonds and manuf-
actures nearly 40% of India’s
synthetic textiles is being for-
ced to confront an uncomfor-
table aviation reality: Surats
economic ambitions are exp-
anding far faster than its flig-
ht connectivity.

Despite a ¥353-crore integ-
rated passenger terminal de-
signed to handle 2.6 million
passengers annually, Surat In-
ternational Airport continues
to operate with a comparativ-
ely limited scheduled flight
network. Official operational
data cited in the report show
domestic aircraft movements
falling from 17542 in
FY2019-20 to around 10,850 in
FY2024-25, a contraction of
.lbul.llllﬁiL'u

The disparity becomes sh-
arper when passenger dema-
nd is examined. The report
says domestic passenger traf-
flc rose from around 14.5 lakh
in FY2019-20 to 1566 lakh in
FY2024-25, while DGCA city--
pair data reportedly showed
passenger load factors of 84%
to 93% across FY2019 to
FY2025,

In other words, the report’s
central finding is blunt “The

demand exists; the aircraft al-
locationsdo not.”

Aungust 2026 figures cited
in the report further highlig-
ht the capacity gap. Surat ha-
ndled 105,829 domestic pass-
engers and 7,021 international
passengers  during  the
month, while commercial air
freight touched 686,80 metric
tonnes, Yet the airport avera-
ged fewer than 20 commerci-
al departures a day, according

to the analysis.

The report also raises con-
cerns over what it calls repor-
ted “dry selling” patterns, all-
eging that bulk offline seat bl-
ocks could reduce publidy vi-
sible inventory and interact
with airline revenue-manag-
ement systems, potentially
pushing remaining retail
fares into higher pricing tiers.
These claims are presented as
matters requiring independ-
ent regulatory scrutiny, rath-
er thanestablished findings.

The fare comparison cited
in the report is striking. Seve-
n-day advance fares from
Surat to Delhi, Bengaluru, Hy-
derabad and Kolkata are list-
ed substantially above comp-
arable fares from Ahmedab-
ad and Pune, with the report
estimating a Surat surcharge
of 6,000 to 29,500 per ticket
in some cases,

The consequences extend
beyond passengers. The rep-

ort estimates that 1,500 to
2500 business travellers a
day may be using Mumbai or
Ahmedabad for air journeys
because of limited Surat con-
nectivity, potentially masking
the city’s true aviation dema-
nd in airline origin-and-desti-
nation data,

The proposed remedy is
not merely more flights but
greater transparency and re-
gulatory examination, inclu-
ding DGCA scrutiny of group
bookings, CCI examination of
inventory practices, an offici-
al South Gujarat travel-dema-
nd survey and stronger direct
connectivity to major busine-
ss destinations.

For a city seeking glob-
al economic status, the
question is increasingly
difficult to ignore: can Su-
rat’s aviation infrasouct-
ure remain constrained
while its economy contin-
uesto expand?
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Boeing finds 737 MAX
software bug affecting
auto landing guidance

Neha LM Tripathi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Boeing is working
to resolve a software bug in its
B737 MAX jets that disengage the
automated flight guidance sys-
tem during the second landing
attempt at an airport, the com-
pany said on Sunday.

The original equipment man-
ufacturer (OEM) has been work-
ing towards resolving the glitch,
it said.

Indian airlines have 96 of
these jets — Air India Express
has 53 aircraft and Akasa Air
has 43.

A Boeing spokesperson in a
statement on Sunday said, “Last
month, we informed all 737 oper-
ators about a software issue
where pilots may experience a
reduction in automation during a
landing scenario. We shared
information with operators that
reinforced existing pilot proce-
dures for safely handling such
cases.”

Akasa Air spokesperson said
that they were in communication
with Boeing.

“We are closely coordinating
with Boeing and can confirm that
there is no impact to the safety of
Akasa Air operations. Our air-
craft continue to operate safely in
accordance with established pro-
cedures and applicable regula-
tory requirements. The safety of
our passengers and crew

THE ISSUE SPRANG
FROM A COCKPIT
SOFTWARE UPDATE
AND CAN OCCUR
WHEN CREWS
ALTER THEIR
PLANNED FLIGHT
PATH AFTER A
MISSED APPROACH

remains our highest priority,” the
airline spokesperson said.

Air India Express did not offer
a comment.

According to officials aware of
the matter, in order to address
the issue, Boeing has issued an
advisory to all its airline partmers
to reset the system once a MAX
landed at an airport in a second
attempt, as a precautionary
measure.

A query sent to the civil avia-
tion ministry on if the Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) had issued any advisory
to airlines, did not elicit a
Tesponse.

This glitch comes days after
Airbus too, earlier in the week,
detected a quality issue with the
surface protection coating on the
fuselage of many of its narrow-
body aircraft A321Neo planes.
These aircraft are operated by
both Air India and IndiGo. India
has around 190 A32INeo planes.
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IndiGo A321 plane involved
in another tail strike

An IndiGo Airbus A321 was involved in yet
another tail strike at Bengaluru airport on
Sunday, marking at least the ninth known such
incident involving the airline’s A321 fleet. Ina
statement, IndiGo said an “abnormal runway
contact” occurred during “gusty wind
conditions” in Bengaluru. The aircraft was
operating a flight from Guwahati. It aborted its
initial landing attempt at Bengaluru airport before
making a final landing at 12.15 p.m., industry
sources said. A tail strike occurs when the rear
section of an aircraft comes into contact with the
runway during landing, take-off, or a go-around.
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Boeing finds glitch in guidance
system of some 737-MAX planes

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI/MUMBAL

Boeing has detected a soft-
ware issue in some of its
B737-MAX planes that
could result in disengage-
ment of the automated
flight guidance system af-
ter a missed landing ap-
proach, and the aircraft
maker is working on a per-
manent solution, accord-
ing to sources.

In India, there are 96
Boeing 737-MAX planes op-
erated by Air India Express
(53) and Akasa Air (43).

“Last month, we in-
formed all 737 operators
about a software issue
where pilots may expe-
rience a reduction in auto-
mation during a landing
scenario. We shared infor-
mation with operators that
reinforced existing pilot
procedures for safely han-
dling such cases,” the spo-
kesperson said in a
statement.

T
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Boeing has issued an advisory to operators to reset the system as a
precautionary measure to address the issue. FILE PHOTO

Boeing has issued an ad-
visory to operators to reset
the system following a mis-
sed approach as a precau-
tionary measure to address
the issue, sources said.

“We are closely coordi-
nating with Boeing and can
confirm that there is no im-
pact to the safety of Akasa
Air operations. Our aircraft
continue to operate safely
in accordance with esta-
blished procedures and ap-
plicable regulatory re-
quirements,” an airline

]

spokesperson said in a
statement.

However, the carrier did
not specifically mention
whether any of its Boeing
737-MAX planes had been
impacted due to the issue.
There was no response
from Air India Express.

There was no imme-
diate response from the Di-
rectorate General of Civil
Aviation on whether it was
probing the issue and
whether any advisory was
issued to airlines.
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Boeing flags software glitch in 737 MAX jets

ASHOKE RAJ
B New Delhi

Boeing has identified a soft-
ware problem on some 737
MAX aircraft that can
reduce automated flight
guidance after a missed
landing, and the manufac-
turer is preparing a perma-
nent software update.

The condition can appear
when a crew flies a precision
approach with autopilot
engaged, executes a go-
around, and then changes
the programmed path for a
subsequent approach. In
that sequence, the flight
management computer may
drop vertical navigation
(VNAV) and leave the air-
craft in a simpler pitch mode.
Boeing has told operators
the situation is not an imme-
diate safety concern and
that existing pilot proce-
dures cover it. As an interim
step, it has advised crews to
reset the system after a
missed approach.

A Boeing spokesperson
said the company informed
all 737 operators last month.
“We shared information with
operators that reinforced
existing pilot procedures for
safely handling such cases.
Our engineers are working
on a software update to per-
manently address the issue.”

The US Federal Aviation
Administration said it is
reviewing a potential issue
in a software update for
flight computers on certain

737 MAX airplanes and is
working with Boeing and
airlines. It said it will
convene a Corrective Action
Review Board and act at
once if it finds a safety
concern. Some US airlines
have asked Boeing not to
deliver new jets with the
affected software version.

Boeing has delivered more
than 2,400 737 MAX aircraft
worldwide. It is not yet
public how many of those
jets carry the software ver-

sions linked to the glitch.

In India, Air India Express
and Akasa Air operate about
96 Boeing 737 MAX aircraft
between them — roughly 53
and 43 respectively.

Akasa Air said it is coordi-
nating with Boeing and that
safety and operations are
unaffected. "Our aircraft
continue to operate safely
in accordance with estab-
lished procedures and
applicable regulatory
requirements,” a

spokesperson said. Air India
Express had not comment-
ed. The Directorate General
of Civil Aviation had not
issued an immediate public
statement.

Separately, Airbus has
found a quality deviation in
surface-protection coating
on stringers in the lower
forward fuselage of a signif-
icant number of A32ineo
aircraft.

Airbus said the source
has been identified and
contained, a remedy is
available, and the matter is
a quality issue rather than
a safety issue. Affected air-
craft can continue to fly.

Sources said about a
dozen IndiGo A321neos are
involved, with no reported
impact on Air India's
A32ineo fleet. IndiGo and
Air India together operate
about 190 of the type.
Corrective recoating is
expected to take up to two
years and does not require
removing the stringers.
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Pilots seek
berth in crash
report review

AMIVA KIMAR
KUSHWAHA

New Delhi: The Federation
of Indian Pllows (FIP) has re-
quested civil aviation minister
Ram Moharn Natdu o incliude
It as an indepandent technical
stakeholder in the proposed
review of the draft final probe
repart on the Alr India plane
crashin Ahmedabad last year.

The FIP has, In its letter to
Naildw, satd “the AI-17] accl-
dent involved highly complex
interactions between alreraft
systems, flight operations,
crew actlons, human factors,
malntenance, organisational
factors, regulatmy oversight
and other technical domains”,
underscoring the need for an
independent pilot perspective,

The demand follows re-
ports about the government
considering directing the re-
port to an Independent com-
mittes for examination.

The FIP sald If an inde-
pendent review mechanlsm
had been directed or 15 belng
constituted, the pilot body
should be formally nominated
anid representsd In that pro-
cess as an Independent technl-

eal stakeholder representing
the pllot community.

The Alrcraft Accldsnt In-
vestigatlon Bureau (AAIB),
which 1s probing the aceldent,
had told the Supreme Courtin
July that 15 draft final report
woulld be ready by October.

“The flnal investigation
report will consequently be
of enormaous slgnificancs not
merely for the parties directly
connectad with the accident,
but for the future safety of
Indian civil aviation,” the FIP
sabd in the lotter.

The group said it belleved
an independent review that
axcluded a pilot perspective
would leave an important tech-
nical dimension insufficient-
Iy represonted. It requested
that a FIP-nominated senior
professional pilot e Includ-
od In the process amnd that the
representative be given accoss
0 relevant portons of the re-
port, subject to confidentiality
requirements. It also sought
o submit & written technleal
ohservaton on the report. The
pilottody clarified that Hs par-
tleipation in the revlew would
not prejudics the probe or ad-
vovate predetermined finding.
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Boeing flags 737 MAX glitch
that may turn off auto pilot

1 Avels afety... O ireraft thn- H
Desi Airlines safety.. Quraerab contie:  IndiGo A321
ance with established proce- =
Have 100 Of dures and applicable regula- suffers tail
tory requirements.” & - ’
These Planes e Expresshasoversoof — Strjke in B'luru
Times News NETwors USFederal Aviation Admi- New Delhl: In yet another in-
nistrationhassaid inastatem-  stance of an IndiGo Alrbus
New Delhi: Boeing has iden- v ent that it will “convene a cor- A321 tail strike, an aircraft
tified a software issue that e J  rective action review board (VT-NHF) operating a Guwa-

could potentially lead to auto
pilot disengaging during cer-
tain poarounds (aborting
landing to take off again and
make asecond attempt) on the
B737 MAX when pilots change
their planned altitude and
path. India has about 100 of
these aireraft between AirIn-
dia Expressand Akasa.

Aviation insiders say this
s not a safety scare and Boe-
ing has issued an advisory to
pilots regarding what to do in
the rare event of a B737 MAX
going around and then the al-
titude window belng changed
from what is In the system for
that particular sector.

A Boeing spokesperson

Boeing has issued an advisory to
pilots on what to do in the situation

said: “Last month, we In-
formed all T37 operators about
a software issue where pilots
may not have access to auto-
mated flight puidance during
a specific landing scenario.
We shared information with
operators that reinforeed ex-
isting pilot procedures for
safely handling such cases.
Ourengineers are working on
a software update to perma-
nently address the issue.”

A spokesperson for AKasa
said: “We are closely coordi-
nating with Boeing and can
confirm there is no impact to

and take immediate action if it
Identifies a safety concern”.
What was to be Boeing's
answer to rival Airbus’s best-
selling A320 new engine op-
tion which boasts lower fuel
burns, the B737 MAX came
under intense scrutiny soon
after it entered commercial
passenger service in May
2017. Two back-to-back MAX
crasheswithinfive months —
Lion Alr in Oct 2018 and Eth-
iopian Alrlines in March 2019
— that left 346 people dead led
to the aireraft being ground-
ed globally in March 2019. Af-
ter Boelng madesome crucial
changes, the aircraft was al-
lowed tofly again in Dec 2020,

hatl-Bengaluru Aight Sunday
suffered one while golng
around at its destination, re-
ports Saurabh Sinha.

Flight 6E 6542 aborted land-
ing in its first approach. While
making an ascent, it suffered a
tall strike. The aircraft landed
safely in its second attempt.
DGCAhas launched a probe.

An IndiGo spoKesperson
said the flight experienced “ab-
normal runway contact” while
landing during gusty weather
at Eempegowda Inter national
Alrport, adding, “All custom-
ers and crew are safe... All rele-
vant authorities were info-
rmed and the aireraft is under-
roing maintenance checks.”™
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