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SC clears decks for GMR to run, upgrade Nagpur
a1rp(}rt closes Luratwe p]ea of Centre and AAI

Press Trust of india
Hew Delh

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day cleared the decks for
private firm GMR Airports to
upgrade and operate Nag
par's Babasaheb Ambedkar
International Airport {BALA)
by closing the proceedings
on a curative plea of the
Centre and the Airports Au-
thority of India (AALY.

The Centre and the AAl
had filed a curative petition
agrainst the dismissel of their
review plea by the top court.

OUTSIDE LEGAL SCOPE
Prior to this, the top cowrt

had rejecred the petition of

the Centre and the AAI
againsta Bombay High Court
judgment, allowing GMR
Adrports to upgrade and op
erate the Nagpur airport,

Aspecial four-judge bench

of Chief Justice DY
Chandrachied and Justices
Sanjiv Khanna, BR Gavai and
JK Maheshwari closed the
proceedings on the curative
plea after taking note of the
opinion of Solicivor General
Tushar Mehta that the peti-
tion of the Centre and the
Aal did not fall under one of
the legal parameters pre-
scribed for entertaining such
[leas.

The curative plea is the
last legal revourse wvailable
toa litigant. Such a plea can
hefiled if there are certain vi-
olations after the dismissal
of the main case and the re
view petition,

The wop law officer told
the bench thar the curative
plea may not fall under the
2002 judpgment and they can-
nat argue on the ground of
hias and analogous ground
that the government was not
heard,

PFLEA NIXED
The law officer, however,
submitted one aspect, where
the impugned judgment said
the Centre and the AAl were
not the necessary parties to
the litigation may be recon-
sidered because of negative
consequences  in similar
MarLers,

The bench appreciaed the

views of the Solicitor Gen-
eral, and =aid the curative
plea is disposed of as “not
pressed”. Allowing the sub-
mission of the law officer, the
bench said, “'The obesrvation
.. of the judgment that the
Al and the Union of India
are not necessary parties
wonild not be the correct pos-
{ton in law.™
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SC Clears Decks
for GMRto Run
Nagpur Airport

Indu Bhan

New Delhi: The Supreme Court Friday
closed curative petitions filed by the
Centre and the Airports Authority of
India (AAI) seeking reconsideration of
the court’s 2022 judgment that had clea-
red the decks for the GMR Group to ope-
rate the Babasaheb Ambedkar Interna-
tional Airport in Nagpur.

While disposing of the Civil Aviation
Ministry and the AAI's curative pleas, a
four-judge special bench led by Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud noted Solici-
tor General Tushar Mehta's stand that
there were no valid grounds to pursue
the petitions as they did not meet the
threefold parameters required for reo-
peningthecase: Bias, lack of hearing,or
any analogous grounds.

Mehta, acting in his capa-
city as an officer of the co-
urt, said that “there was a
view previously that the
ground of bias could be
pressed, but I am clear that
Thebenchled suchagroundcanneverbe
bytheChief pressed against an order
Justiceclosed of thiscourt.”
curativepleas [.ast month, the top co-
bytheCentre yrthadasked fortheSG's
andAAlfor  gtandon the case.
reconsidering  jowever, the CJI on Fri-
thecourts .y 4150 clarified that a
2022 ruling - : .

specific observation in
its 2022 judgment, which stated that the
Centreor AAl wasnot necessarily parti-
es in such contractual cases, would not
serve as a precedent in future matters.

The apex court on May 9, 2022, upheld
the Bombay High Court’s decision to qu-
ash the order of state-owned MIHAN
(Multi-modal International Cargo Hub
and Airport at Nagpur), cancelling a
contract awarded to the private airport
developer to operate the Nagpur airport.

While GMR had emerged as the hig-
hest bidder in the tender process for the
Nagpur airport in 2019, a year later the
Maharashtra government decided to
cancel the tender process and 1ssued a
letter annulling the bid process.

GMR moved the Bombay High Court
seeking quashing of the annulment let-
ter. GMR had termed the action of MI-
HAN in cancelling the annulment pro-
cess asarbitrary and unreasonable.
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SC closes govt petition
against GMR operation

of Nagpur int’l airport

Utkarsh Anand

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Friday closed a curative peti-
tion filed by the Union govern-
ment and the Airports Authority
of India (AAI), seeking a recon-
sideration of its 2022 judgment
which allowed the GMR Group
tomanage and operate Nagpur’s
Babasaheb Ambedkar Interna-
tional Airport.

Solicitor general (SG) Tushar
Mehta informed a four-judge
bench led by CJI Dhananjaya Y
Chandrachud that there were no
valid grounds to pursue the peti-
tion, He stated that, after a “dis-
passionate” review of the matter,
he found no basis under the
curative jurisdiction to challenge
the ruling. “There was a view
that the ground of bias could be
pressed, but I am clear that such
a ground can never be pressed
against an order of this court,”
clarified Mehta.

The bench, also comprising
justices Sanjiv Khanna, Bhushan
R Gavai and JK Maheshwari,
acknowledged Mehta's profes-
sional stance and concluded the

proceedings, noting that the peti-
tion did not meet the stringent
criteria required for such cases.

Senior counsel Abhishek
Manu Singhvi appeared for
GMR Airports.

The original dispute dates
back to May 2022, when the
Supreme Court upheld a Bom-
bay high court ruling that
favoured GMR Airports in a pro-
tracted legal battle. MIHAN
India Ltd (Multi-Modal Interna-
tional Cargo Hub and Airport at
Nagpur), a joint venture tasked
with managing the Nagpur air-
port project, had sought to can-
cel a contract awarded to GMR
in 2019 for the airport's upgrada-
tion and operation. MIHAN
argued that the bid acceptance
letter issued to GMR in March
2019 was not a formal award of
the contract, but the high court
rejected this claim, calling the
cancellation of the contract
unjustified. The Supreme Court,
in its 2022 judgment, concurred
with Bombay high court, ruling
that government-awarded con-
tracts must adhere to principles
of fairness, and upheld the deci-
sion to reinstate GMR’s contract.
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Aera’sregulatory
powers at airports
under SC scrutiny
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G clears GIVIR Airpo
ort, closes curative

PTI ® NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court on

Friday cleared decks for
private firm GMRE Airports to
upgrade and operate Nagpur'’s
Babasaheb Ambedkar
International Adirport (AAI)
by closing the proceedings on
a curative plea of the Centre
and the Airport Authority of
India
The Centre and the AAT had
filed a curative petition against
the dismissal of their review
plea by the wp court.
Prior to this, the apex court
had rejected the petition of the
Centre and the AAI against a

Bombay High Court
judgement  allowing GMR
Adrports to  upgrade and

operate the Nagpur airport.

A special lour-judge bench ol
Chiel Justice D ¥
Chandrachud and Justices
Sanjiv Khanna, B R Gavai and
JK Maheshward closed the
proceedings on the curative
plea against s verdict after
taking note of the opinion of
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta that the petition of the
Centre and the AAT did not

fall under one ol l-:i.:;uJ
parameters  prescribed  for
entertaining such pleas.

The curative plea is the last
legal recourse available to a
litigant and it was devised by
the top courl by a 2002
judgement in the Ruﬂa Ashok
Hurra case and such a plea,
after the dismissal of the main
case and the review petition,
can be filed if there are certain
violalions,

They are that there should be a

violation of the principle of

natural justice, apprehension

of bias and the abuse of
judicial process.

The top law officer told the
bench the curative plea may
not fall wnder the 2002
judgement and they cannot
argue that ground of blas and

analogous ground that the
povernment was not heand.
“These proceedings cannot be

made into an intra court
appeall I must own my
decision... 1 have nol even
consulted the Centre] the
solicitor general said.

The law officer, however,
submitted one aspect where
the impugned judgement said
the Centre and the AATL were
nol the necessary parties to the
litigation may be reconsidered

becaiise of negative
consequences in similar
mallers,

The bench appreciated views
of the solicitor general, and
said the curative plea is
disposed of as “not pressed’

Allowing the submission of
the law officer, the bench said,

1o operate Nagpur
lea of Gentre, AAI

“The observation .. 0Of the
judgment that the AAT and the
Union of India are not
necessary parties would not be
the correct position in law
Earlier, the bench had mughl
the “dispassionate views™ of
the solicitor gene ral as an
officer of the court and not as
a lawyer of the Centre and the
AALin the case.

The top court had on May 9,
2022 upheld the Bombay High
Court order which quashed a
March 2020 communication
istued by a joint venture Hrm
cancelling a contract awarded
to GMR Airports for the
upgradation and operation of
the amrport.

The Centre and the AAT have
filed the curative plea against
the 2022 order of the top
court.
The special bench had taken
uip the curative plea in an open
court for hearing

The bench sid sinee il was
taking up the curative petition,
it has to keep in mind the
balance of equity as there are
competing  interests of the
State and the private firm.
Prior to this, the bench had

directed the cvil aviEtion
ministry to submit the file
notings pertaining to  the
tender process for the airport.
In 2022, the top court, while
wpholding the high court’s
order which guashed the
Mareh 2020 communication
issued by the joint venture
firm, MIHAN India Lod (Multi
Modal international Cargo
Hub and Airport at Magpiir),

cancelling the award of
contract o GMR Airports,
had said the impugned

fudgment was based on sound
reasoning and true analysis of
facts and did nol warrant

interference.
“We are of the considered
opinion that the findings

recorded by the High Court
allowing the writ petition are
in accordance with law. Those
findings do not suffer from
any  illegality, warranting
interference by this court in
exercise of the power under
Article 136 of the
Constitution. All these appeals
are hereby dismissed,” a bench
of Tustices Vineet Saran, since
retired, and | K Maheshwan
had said on May 9, 2022,
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China-bound
flight diverted to
Kolkata airport
Iraqi national
‘hrought dead’

KOLKATA: An Iragi Ai 5
flight was d.i\'ertedqto Iﬁl;::l}lzl}i
Subhas Chandra Bose Inter-
national (NSCBI) Airport, due
to a medical emergency on
Wednesday night after a pas-
senger fell inside the aircraft
and was later declared “brought
dead” at the hospital.

According to information
shared by Airports Authority
of India (AAI), Eastern Region,
on September 25, at about 10:12
pm an Iraqgi Airways flight no
1A-473 bound for Guangzhou
(China) from Baghdad got
diverted to Kolkata with 100
passengers and 15 crew.

The flight landed safely at
10:18 pm and was parked at
bay no.07. All concerned were
inzormed. The Airport Health
Organisation (APHO) medical
team responded and attended
to a female passenger, identi-
fied as Deran Sameer Ahmed
(16), an Iraqi national, who
suddenly fell inside the aircraft
30 minutes before landing. The
APHO checked the passenger
and found no pulse.

“The doctor referred the
passenger to the nearest hospi-
tal for further evaluation. Later,
at about 01:18 hrs, the said pas-
sengers along with two co-pas-
sengers were offloaded and after
completion of due formalities,
exited from OPS gate No.05
by AAI ambulance and fur-
ther shifted to near Charnock
Hospital by AAI ambulance,
the statement read. “Later, the
diverted flight departed for its
destination with 97 passengers
and 15 crew at around 01:49
hrs,” it was shared.

Meanwhile, it was shared
that based on written informa-
tion by a doctor of a city hos-
pital, an unnatural deatﬁ case
has been started over the death
of the passenger. MPOST
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Meghalaya govt
writes to AAIL
over seer’s flight

PRASANTA MATUMDAR i Guwahati

ON the eve of SanKaracharya
Avimukieswarananda Saraswas-
ti Maharaj’s proposed visit to
Meghalaya to take part in the
‘Gau Dhwaj Sthapana Bharat
Yatra', the state government
wrobe to Adrports Authority of
India {AAl on Friday request
ing it to deny permission for the
landing of a chartered Might
carrying the secr amd his feam.
Chief Secretary DP Wahlang
told the media in Shillong that
the declsion to write to the AAL
wis tken o prevent any break-
downof law and order in Ri-Bhoi
and East Khasi Hills districts
Sankaracharva is scheduled
fo land at the Umroi airgort in
Ri-Bhol district and then go to
Shillong in East KhasiHillsdis
trict where the "yatra against
cow slanghtering” has been
planned. Various arganlsations
are opposing it. Beel is a deli-
ciey for the tribals in the stage.
Wahlang said that the arganks
&rs have not taken any permis-
sion for any rally or staging
Y pirotes. .
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Ahm Airport T-2
departure area
may open soon
FPJ NEWS SERVICE

AHMEDABAD

Around LI6 crore passen-
gers traveled through the
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
International Airport
(SVPI) in the city during the
year 2023-24, with over
88000 flights operating to
and from the airport. This
marks a 14 per cent increase
in passengers compared to
the previous year. Given
this trend, traveler move-
ment at the SVPI is likely to
cross 2 crore by 2027, and
keeping this in mind, the
airport  is  undergeing
expansion.

As part of this expansion,
the departures area of the
Intermational Terminal T-2
is being enlarged and is
expected to open ahead of
Diwali this year. The facility
will feature 22 new check-in
counters. Notably, two self-
haggage drop machines will
also be installed in the
departure areas, allowing
passengers to check in their
luggage inde pendently
without going to the check-
in counters.
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Navi Mumbai airport
runway trial on Oct 5

B B Nayak

NaviMumbai: Sincethe run-
way work of the Navi Mum-
bai International Airport
(NMIA) has been completed,
a plane trial will be condue-
ted on Oct 5. This was anno-
unced by Cideo chairman,
Sanjay Shirsat, after inspec-
ting the airport site on Wed-
nesday,

The under-construction
airportissettoundergoacru-
cial test with the Indian Air
Force planes. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is likely to be
present during the trial run,
signifying an important step
forward in the airport’s deve-
lopment, said Shirsat, who
expressed satisfaction with
the progress of the airport
project. Shirsat 1s optimistic
that the test will proceed as
planned, setting the stage for
the airport to commence do-
mestic operations by March
2025, as wasannounced by the
govt earlier, and internatio-
nal flights by June 2025, The
airport will feature four ter-
minals, two parallel runwa-

vs, and parking space.

Developed by Adani Air-
ports in collaboration with
Cideo under the public-priva-
te partnership (PPP) model,
the NMIA spans an area of
1160 hectares. “The ensuing
test with IAF planes is an im-
portant step towards ensu-
ringthat theairport meets in-
ternational standards, The
success of this test will deter-
mine if the airport is ready
for the next phase of opera-
tions. Once operational, it
will help reduce the burden
on Mumbai's current air-
port,” Shirsat stated. The pro-
ject is pegged at Rs 16,700 cro-
re.

Meanwhile, the Airports
Authority of India completed
Instrument Landing System
({ILS) testing, which calibra-
tes the flight path to ensure
the operational readiness of
the airport, last month.
NMIA, a greenfield project, is
set to become Mumbai's se-
cond international aviation
hub, as the existing airport
approaches its maximum ca-
pacity.
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Hosur, Parandur airports
to have cargo villages

Times News NeTwork

Chennai: Two new greenfi-
eld airports at Hosur and
Parandur, proposed in the
industrial hubs of Krishna-
giriand Kancheepuram dis-
tricts, respectively, in the
state will house cargo villa-
ges. Tamilnadu Industrial
Development Corporation
(TIDCO), which is the nodal
agency for developing the
twoairports, is planning for
the facility to meet the requ-
irements of industries in
the region.

Sandeep Nanduri, MD,
TIDCO said, the facility at
Parandur will have a capa-
city to handle one million
tonnesof cargo. The airport
will have a full fledged cargo
facility and a cargo village,

Noting that a proper car-
go infrastructure was lack
ingintheexistingairport in
the city for various legacy
issues, he said, the cargo vil-

lage will also have a direct
connectivity to the upco-
ming Multi-Modal Logis-
tics Park { MMLP) at Mappe-
du in the ne-
ighbouring
Tiruvallur
district.

“The Ho-
sur airport

A will haveasi.

milar facility in view of the
presence of several indu-
stries across the sectors in-
cluding manufacturing, EV
and semiconductors. The
planning is going now into
the masterplan develop-
ment and we will ensure
that the cargo requirement
is taken care of in both air-
ports,” he said, while add-
ressing the “Conference on
Logistics: Gateway  to
Growth' organised by CII
hereon Thursday.

The state government is
also exploring the possibili-
tv of developing a high-spe-

ed rail corridor and high-
speed freight corridor in as-
sociation with railways. Ac-
cording to Nanduri, multi-
ple routes are being studied
for the purpose.

“This study has covered
variousroutes like Madurai
to Chennai to Hosur, Coim-
batore to Tuticorin and va-
rious possibilities and com-
binations have been consi-
dered. Also, taking into con-
sideration the present
railway network in these
particular roads, we are al-
so piloting implementation
of tracking and tracing in-
frastructure to streamline
cargo movement in the sta-
te,” he said. Chennal Port
Authority Chairperson Su-
nil Paliwal said, shore po-
wer facility has been enab-
led at Kamarajar Port in En-
nore, which is a significant
steptowards reducing emis-
sions from vessels during
their time at the port,
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Have cleared all GST
dues, says Spicelet

Debt-ridden Spiceleton Friday said it has cleared

all its Goods and Services Tax (GST) dues. The ~
airline, which raised 3,000 crore through the

Qualified Institutional Placement route last 2
week, had GSTdues worth overI145 crore. Asper ==

the preliminary placement document related to

¥3,000 crore fund raise, the airline had GST dues of ¥145.1 crore as
on September15. After receiving the fresh capital of¥3,000 crore,
Spicelet has also cleared salary dues of employees for July and
August aswell part of pendingJunesalaries. PTI
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A-| to check veraci

ity of

crew’s fatigue reports

Pilots concerned

overthe move

DEEPAIC PATEL
New Delhi, 27 September

ir India (A-I) has intro-
Aduced a new internal

policy, effective from
October 1, under which it will
verify the authenticity of fatigue
reports submitted by its flight
crew and reclassify them as
“sick leave” if found to be
“unsubstantiated”, Business
Standard has learnt.

The policy is part of a series
of new measures being imple-
mented ahead of A-I's merger
with Vistara, aimed at “boosting
efficiencies” within the airline,
according to officials. However,
pilots have voiced concerns over
the new step.

“This policy needs to be
reconsidered, rather than ques-
tioning whether a pilot is experi-
encing ‘fatigue’ or is ‘sick’. The
airline entrusts pilots with planes
worth millions of dollars and it
should extend this trust to other
areas as well,” one pilot said.

“We may hesitate to report
‘fatigue’ if it risks being classified
as ‘sick leave’,” added another

RULE CHANGE

® Air India is implementing a
new policy to verify the
authenticity of flight
crew fatigue reports
starting October 1

m Unsubstantiated fatigue
reports may be reclassified as
sick leave, raising concerns
among pilots about
potential repercussions

m DG(A regulations require
airlines to effectively utilise
these reports to mitigate
crew fatigue to boost safety

pilot. All companies grant a lim-
ited number of sick leaves (or
medical leaves) to their employ-
ees. On Monday, Civil Aviation
Minister Rammohan Naidu high-
lighted the need for “robust”
stress and fatigue management
systems, including for pilots, to
ensure flight safety.

Naidu was speaking at a semi-
nar organised by the Aircraft
Accident Investigation Bureau
(AAIB).

Under regulations issued by
the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), a fatigue report

m New fatigue-related duty
regulations have been a
point of contention between
the DGCA and airlines

is a formal document filed by
flight crew members (both pilots
and cabin crew) to notify their air-
line of excessive tiredness that
could affect their ability to per-
form duties safely.

In response to Business
Standard’s queries regarding the
new policy, Air India spokesper-
son said: “Our new Fatigue
Protocol is a positive step in pre-
venting fatigue and is followed
by leading airlines globally. It is
compliant with the regulations
and is non-punitive. We will con-
tinue to use scientific tools such

as Jeppesen and Boeing
Alertness Model (BAM) tool to
protect our crew from potentially
fatiguing rosters.”

On Friday, Henry Donohoe, A-
T's senior vice president of Safety,
Security, and Quality, approved
and issued the airline’s new
“Crew Fatigue Risk Management
Policy”. According to the policy,
when a pilot or cabin crew
member submits a fatigue report
through the internal web system,
it will be labelled as “Fatigue” in
the portal. The report will then
undergo review by the airline's
senior executives. “After review,
in case of unsubstantiated report-
ing, ‘Fatigue’ will be replaced
with ‘Sick’ on the crew portal,”
mentioned the policy.

“If a crew reports fatigue
within 12 hours of their sched-
uled duty or reporting time (as
applicable), they will be marked
as ‘Fatigue’ in the crew portal.
Immediate escalation of such
cases shall be made by the
DOPS (day-to-day scheduling
management)/flight safety
department for addressal to the
department head and Fatigue
Safety Action Group (FSAG),” the
policy noted.

More on business-standard
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Ageing fleet and seats
hobble Al turnaround

ADITI SHAH & JAMIE FREED
New Delhi/Sydney, September 27

TWOYEARSAFTER Tata Group took control
of Air India, re-kitting an ageing tleet amid
parts shortages and persistent flight delays
stand inthe way of the air-
line's intent to become “a

the plane as Air India looks to lure high-
spending travellers,added Wilson. Air India
hasalreadyplaced giant ordersto upgrade its
fleet and just this month kicked off a $400-
million plan to refit old planes.

The carrier’s restructuring after decades
of decay is being watched by
manufacturers and lessors,

W CAMPBELL WILSON, : e
world class airline”. CEQ, AIR INDIA aswellas investors in Singa-
Global shortages are w poreAirlines, whichis setto
hurting plans for most GLOBAL PARTS owna 2 5% stake in the car-
airlines, but the plg::ble m  SHORTAGES ARE HURTING rier from Novemberand has
is “more acute” for Air agreed to invest an addi-
India, CEO Campbell wil- ~ MOSTAIRLINES, BUTTHE ;0,21 45 t0 $600 million in
son said, as the carrieris PROBLEMIS MORE ACUTE the turmaround.
nearing the halfway mark FOR AIR INDIA “AirIndia hasalong way
of a five-year turnaround to go before being closer to
plan but starting a gener- OUR PRODUCT IS international standards for
ation behind rivals like OBRVIOUSLY A LOTMORE which it needs to complete
Dubai’s Emirates and } the process of re-kitting
Qatar Airways. DATED. WE'RE OPERATING with new and retrofitted

“Our product is obvi-
ously a lot more dated.
These aircraft haven’t had
a product refresh since
theyweredeliveredin sort
of 2010,2011. Andso it's
more of an acute need forus,” CEO
Wilson said inan interviewin Sydney.
“Ifwe'vegot legacy seats and legacy in-
flight entertainment systems, we're
operating with one arm tied behind
ourback,” he said.

The challenges are the
biggest at the premium end of

Sat, 28 September 2024
FINANCIAL EXPRESS https://epaper.financialexpress.com/c/75936¢

READTO LEAD

WITH ONE ARMTIED
BEHIND OUR BACK

aircraft,” Singapore-based
independent aviation ana-
lyst Brendan Sobie said.
Rebuilding Air India's
| reputation hinges on get-
ting planes with top-notch
/' premium seats and service in the skies
as fast as possible to lure flyers who are
reluctant to book the carrier, even if it
offers non-stop flights on key inter-
national routes, due to poor
productand risk of delays.

ContinvedonPage 10

Ageing fleet and seats
hobble AI turnaround

OF THE 470 new planes the
airline hasx ordered, 70
are widebedy jets. [t has
already taken delivery of six
Alrbus A3505 and leased 11
Boeing 777s.

It is refitting about 67
planes starting with 27 nar-
rowbody ones that will be
completed by mid-2025,
allowing it to better compete
with domestic rival IndiGo's
largarand more modern flest.

The start of the 40 wide-
body refits, originally slated
forthis year, has been pushed
toearly 2025 due to delaysin
getting its customised busi
ness and first class seats,

Seat manufacturers have
said theyare grappling witha
shortage of skalled labour and
capadty, Wilson said.

Once the refit starts, itwill
take about two years to bring
thewidebody fleet tointerna
tional standards, he added.

Dl der jets have ked to lower
utilization by aboutan hour
perday an average across Alr

India's fleet, and ewven
more for planes flying long-
haul mutes iketothe US, Wil
son s id.

As an interim solution, Alr
India is ring-fendng some of
its mast profitable long-haul
sectors like Mumbal te San
Francisco and Delhi to Lon
don by guaranteeing modern
planes, In the year ended
March, Air India increased itz
capacity by 21% from a year
ago and pushed up passenger
load factors,orthe percentage
of scats filled, narrowing net
Iosses by 60%to 5532 million
and growing its revenues by
24.5% to 56,15 hillion,

"When we can command
the prices the prodoct
deserves and people havea
good view of the reliability
and service proposition,
we can fly to more high-yield
routes and bring back
the high-yield customer,”
Wilson said.

He did not give a target
date forreachin g profitability.
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MakeMyTrip partners with
10 airlines, ICICI Bank

OMLIME TRAVEL COMPANY
MakeMyTrip on Frday said it
has parmered with leading air-
lines tnboost intemati onal busd-
ness class travel. Under the col

lab-omton international arlines
mclude Air Astana, Arr India, Air
India Express, Malaysia Airfines,
DmandinCantas SingaporeAir-
limes, Turkish .|'|.I|:h|||.-!.I 'ir-llg.lll
Atlantic, and Vistara offer upto
20 percent discount on business
class fareson Make My Trip plat

form from September 27 to
October 2 thecompany saidina
staternent MakeMyTriphasalso
parinered with private sector
lencher KCICT Bank to provide an
add itiomal € 10,000 off for 1IC1C1
Bankcardholders

*The Indian traveller is
rapidly evolving, seeking the
best at everystageofthe rieve
journcy, MakeMyTrip COO,
Flighis, Holidays and Gulf, San
jamya Shrivastava,added. -PTI
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Govt mulls formation of dedicated
team to monitor surges in airfare

Neha LM Tripathi

neha.tripathi @htlive.com

NEW DELHI: The government is
considering creating a dedicated
team to monitor airfare spikes as
the festive season approaches,
people aware of discussions
have said regarding a proposal
that aims to address limitations
in the current monitoring sys-
tem, which averages fares and
fails to detect sudden price
increases.

Civil aviation minister K Ram
Mohan Naidu, upon taking
office, acknowledged the signifi-
cant fluctuations in airfares
since the Covid-19 pandemic. “I

feel the pain of passengers, being
one myself,” Naidu said, pledg-
ing to review fare mechanisms.

Ajay Prakash, president of the
Travel Agents Federation of
India, cautioned, “It needs to be
seen if the team will have
authority to act on airlines
charging exorbitant fares. Other-
wise, setting up this dedicated
team will be futile.”

Currently, the Tariff Monitor-
ing Unit under the directorate
general of civil aviation (DGCA)
oversees fares from 30 days to
one day before scheduled flights.

As the festive season nears,
fares are already climbing. A
return non-stop flight from Ben-

galuru to Delhi for late October
showed a minimum fare of
326,000 rupees when checked
on Friday.

An industry expert, speaking
anonymously, argued, “Civil avi-
ation is a seasonal sector with
variable fares. There’s no point
in building dedicated teams
unless airfares are regulated.”

A former DGCA official said
the current system'’s averaging
method often misses fare spikes
on specific days and routes. “The
new system will flag fare spikes
that are higher than normal high
fares,” an official said, adding the
existing monitoring will con-
tinue with any new measures.
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SPICEJET CLEARS
PENDING SALARIES
OF ITS EMPLOYEES

Neha LM Tripathi

neha iripathig@hilive com

MEW DELHI: Debi-ridden domes-
tic carrier Spicelet has cleared
all pending salary dues of its
emplovees after securing a fresh
capital infusion of ¥3,000 crore,
people familiar with the matter
said on Thursday.

The low-cost carrier has been
postponing salary payments to
its staff since June due to lquid-
ity crisis. The airline cleared the
pending salary dues on Wednes-
day evening, much to the respite
for its employees,

"Salaries of July and August
of all employees and those who
hadn’t received June salaries
were disbursed on Wednesday
evening,” an airline official said,
requesting anonymity, Spicelet
spokesperson confirmed the
development, but refused o
divulge further details.

The development comes
shortly after the debi-ridden air-
line secured a fresh capital infu-
sion from various investors. On
September 23, Spicelet had
announced raising ¥3.000 crore
through Cualified Institutional
Placement (QIP) and an addi-
tional ¥736 crore from the pre-
vious funding round, further
boosting its financial stability
and growth plans.

The airline, which lost over
4,000 crore since 2020, is
expected to create positive sen-
timent for itself.

According to Planespotters,
an aviation website that tracks
fleet details, Spiceldet has a fleet
size of 55, of which 37 aircraft
are on ground (ADG) while 18
are currently operational.

Many believed that it was
curtains for the airline before its
chairman and managing
director, Ajay Singh, managed
to get funds from the investors.
This is, however, not the first
time that Singh managed to
save the airline from going the
GoFirst way. Recently in media
Interviews, Singh said with the
fresh funding, it aims to have
100 aircraft by 2026 end. He
attributed the airline’s downfall
to the global grounding of the
MAX aircraft and Covid-15.

As of now, the airline/not
only struggles with the HH
issues, but also with its opera- |
tions — it's on time perform-
ance.
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Spicelet
clears pending
salaries till Aug.

Press Trust of India
MUMBALI

Domestic carrier Spicejet
has cleared all pending sal-
ary dues of its employees

after securing a fresh capi-
tal infusion of 33,000
crore, a source has said.

The salaries for July and
August for all employees,
as well as the remaining
June salaries for those who
were partially paid, were
deposited into their ac-
counts on Wednesday
evening, according to the
source. A SpiceJet spokes-
person confirmed the dis-
bursement of employees’
pending salaries.

“Pending salaries of em-
ployees were disbursed on
Wednesday evening,” the
spokesperson said on
Thursday.
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Dassault Aviation launches
subsidiary firm in India

Dassault Aviation of France has announced the
incorporation of a subsidiary company in India
dedicated exclusively for Maintenance, Repair
and Overhaul (MRO) of its military activities,
Dassault Aviation MRO India (DAMROI), based in
Noida, Uttar Pradesh. The development comes as
negotiations with the Indian Navy are in
advanced stages for 26 Rafale-M, the marine
variant, to operate off Indian aircraft carriers.
The Indian Air Force (IAF) operates three
squadrons of the Mirage-2000 fighters and 36
Rafale fighter jets.
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SpiceJet clears
pending
salaries till
August

MUMBALI: Domestic car-
rier Spicefet has cleared all
pending salary dues of its
employees after securing a
fresh capital infusion of Rs
3,000 crore, a source with
the knowledge of matter
has said.

The salaries for July and
August for all employees, as
well as the remaining June
salaries for those who were
partially paid, were depos-
ited into their accounts
on Wednesday evening,
according to the source.

A Spicefet spokesperson
confirmed the disburse-
ment of employees’ pend-
ing salaries.

“Pending salaries of
employees were disbursed
on Wednesday evening,’
the spokesperson said on
Thursday without divulg-
ing further details.

Spice]et had been delay-
ing salaries to its staff for
the last couple of months
due to a liquidity crunch.

The airline hasn't paid
the provident fund for
two and a half years while
TDS, which is deducted
from employees’ salaries
every month, has also not
been deposited with the
government.

On September 23, the
airline announced rais-
ing Rs 3,000 crore through
QIP and an additional Rs
736 crore from the previ-
ous funding round, further
boos‘u:nglis financial stabil-
ity and growth plans. 1l
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HC asks aviation
ministry to
address AirSewa
portal issues

SHEEHAR SINGH & Now Deln

THE Delhi High Court on Fri-
day mstructed aviation minis
try to address ineTiciencies in
the AirSewa por tal within bur
wieks. The court’s directive
came in response to a Public
Interest Litlgation (PIL) high
lkghting the falliee of the por
tal to funetion as an elfective
erievance redressal platform
for alr trivellers,

AjrSewa, designed to pro-
vide o streamBined process for
handling complaints rom alr
passengers, has reportedly be-
come larpely unresponsive

This has resulted in a major
backlog of unresolved issues,
mainly affecting Indian cltd
zens living abroad who rely on
the platform to address travel-
related gricvances, The PIL
was [iled by the NGO Pravasi
Legal Cell through advocate
Manns | Hamesd, emphazising
the decline in the portal's fumc-
tionality over the past year

A bench led by Acting Chiel
Justice Manmohan ond Justice
Tushar Rao Gedela directed
the ministry o take swift ac.
tion In resolving these issues.
The plea stressed the hardship
faced by travellers, mainly
thase shroad, who must nesort
to Indian consumer courts for
solutions—a process that is of
ten impracticsl given the geo
Erap hical and logist ieal
challenges.

The court’s interveniion
comes after repeated represan:
tations to the authorities failed
o produee any subslant ial bm
provements in the AlrSewa
portal The pet loner seekis Im
il i te correc] Me mens fes
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Fixing Spicedet’s broken wings

Can the low-cost airline heal enough to effectively compete with IndiGo and Air India?

KUSHAN MITRA B NEW DELHI

Days after low-cost carrier
Spicefet raised Rs 3000
crore from institutional
investors, the airline promptly
cleared pending salary dues
estimated to over Rs 80 crore.

It is believed that the
beleaguered low-cost airline
will use much of the

remaining funds to settle dues
with a host of creditors from
leasing companies to airports.
However, even if much of the
funds the airline has raised
will go towards clearing dues,
the %L[ is that Spicefet did
successfully manage to raise
this large sum of money. This
is despite the airline having to
face a litany of problems and
constantly being dragged to
the courts by everyone from
the previous owners, the
Maran family of the Sun
Group to various leasin

firms. In fact, just last wee

the Supreme Court upheld a

Delhi High Court order
mandating the return of three
engines used by the airline on
their Boeing 737 aircraft.
With leasing companies
asking the airline to pay up,
and taking their aircraft away,
the airline is down to just
having 21 operational aircraft
according to  website
airfleets.net. This is a
ﬁrecipitous decline from the
alcyon days of the airline
before Covid when the airline
had almost five times as many
aircraft in its fleet and was the
first Indian operator of the
Boeing 737 MAX aircraft.
However, the one-two punch
of the coronavirus shutdown
and the grounding of the

Boeing  737MAX  fleet
worldwide following two
deadly disasters almost

knocked the airline out.

But this is not a time to dwell
on the past, the fact is that
despite difficult odds the
airline has managed to raise a

large sum of money from

Qualified Institutional
Placement  (QIP) with
institutions such as Morgan
Stanley, Goldman Sachs, BNP
Paribas, Nomura and Tata
Mutual Fund subscribing to
the issue.
investment is a very positive
indicator of the future
prospects of the airline.

SpiceJet has a lot to do, first
and foremost to regain the
confidence of employees,

The quality of

service providers and most
importantly customers. They
can do this by becoming more
reliable and offering more
services. Due to issues with
leasing companies, the airline
has been forced to wet-lease
temporary aircraft from
airlines in Cambodia and
Turkey. They should now
concentrate on operating
their own fleet and by
repaying dues owed to leasing
firms, rebuild their

confidence in Spicefet as a
reliable airline. There is now
talk of the airline growing to
100 aircraft by the cnrf of
2026.

If this fructifies, it is a
welcome move as the Indian
aviation sector needs the
competition as the
domination of IndiGo and
Air India/Air India Express
leave customers with little
choice. This duopoly needs to
be challenged, and Spicefet

was a capable third player in
the sector. Now however, they
will have to deal wit
increased competition from
the likes of Alkasa.

That said, the growth
prospects for the Indian
aviation sector are extremely
high. Between january and
June 2024, domestic air traffic
numbered 79.35 million
passengers, which was a
growth at 4.28 percent from
the same period last year. The
Frowth could have been
higher still had it not been for
the collapse of Go First last
year and persistent engine
problems with
Pratt&Whitney GTF engines
plaguing IndiGo 1&:11:11;1&1 to
almost a quarter of their fleet
grounded. If Spicefet can get
their act together, and there is
no reason to doubt that they
can't after the fund-raise, the
Indian aviation sector could
easily grow to 250 million
passengers per year by 2028.
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SpicelJet clears GST dues
ofaround¥71croreafter
raising< 3,000 crore

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

MNEW DELHI 27 SEPTEMBER

Domestic airline Splcelet
said on Friday that it has
cleamed all GST dues of around
Rz 71 crome, days after raising
s 3,000 crome through Cheal
ified Institutional Placement
(P,

"Spice] et has cleared all
s Goods and Services Tax
(68T dues, demonstrating
its commitment to main
taining financial discipline
and regulaiory compliance.”
said the arline in a stoie
ment

Proost the am o v cene ni
H}ﬂl't']l.'!l'\ shares rose gt 11
amon BSE trading 1% higher
at s 62.42 apiece.

“We are proud 1o have
cleared all GST dues, a sig
nificant step towards rein-
forcing our commitment to
finane kil discipline and reg-
|.|J:|.11||!.' |||||:J|hi|.|||'4-_' il

Ay Singh. Chairman & Mon

aging Director of Spicelet.

“These developments
reflect our comminment o
providing exceptional serviee
o our passengersw hile posi -
tioning oursehres stutegically
fior the future,” he added.

Earier thismonth, Spicelet
revealed that it did not pay
statutory dues amounting
o pwmarky R2 427 crove between
April 2020 and Awgust 2024
dhue tovits comstrimed fmancial
position.

The unpaid dues inchde
K21 9.Berore i tax dediucted
at source {[D5], Bs 71.33
crore in goods and services
1ax (GST], aned As 135 47 crore
towards provident fund (PF)
contribution,

It had disclosed that 36
ofies 56 abrerafi ane grounded,
primarily due to alleged
diefaudt inpayments ioairerab
lessoms, inancial dificulties
affecting Arcrafl maintenancoe,
and the ||||.|1'it||i|.'|1i|E|l:( ol
components and spare parts.
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clears
salaries

® NEW DELHI: Domestic car-
rler Spicedet has ceared
all pending salary dues
of its emplovees after
securing a fresh capital
infusion of 73,000 crore,
a source has said. The
salaries for July and
August for all employees,
as well as the remaining
June salaries for those
who were partially pald,
were deposited into their
accounts on Wednesday
evening, according to the
Source.
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OTHER CLIENTS

e Jazeera (from Kuwait), Fly Dubai (UAE), Indigo,
Jet Airways, Go Air, Spicelet, Vistara, Air India
Express, Oman Air, Fly Beond (Maldives) etc

SOME , rp ﬁtamm-
ICONIC on Air Asia Aircraft

LIVERY

& pm o E
{

ressed in white
overalls, Satish
Kumar and his col-

leagues are busy giving
final touches to a 737 Max
— parked within the 3,000
square meter space at the

MRO. The Air India Ex-
press flight 1s almost ready

for delivery
, TIMES Special

and will

soon be
== geen  cruis-
ing through air, for its des-
tination up north. “The job
1s fascinating but needs
tremendous concentra-
tion,” says Kumar who has
been doing this work for
the last 10 years. He made
the shift to aviation from
the shipping vard. Inciden-
tally, the majority of this
work 1s done at night as it

gives painters a quiet envi-
M

release of

-

§!

ronment to concentrate.

“The tail of the aircraft
requires maximum time
and effort. The technigue
is tough and there is no
room for error,” said Srid-
har Reddy, who joined the
team about a year ago. Pre-
viously, he worked at an oil
company in Qatar.

An entire wall at the
MRO 1s adorned by the
livery work completed by
these painters over the
years. They explain how
every line, dot, pat-
tern that appears
like simple brush
strokes to regular
people, 1is meas-
ured and turned
into engineer-
ing drawings
betore being
painted onto / )

® Special livery on A

—_—

‘Work needs precision, patience

@ GMR Aero Technic MRO facility has
till date completed livery work on 150
aircraft which includes Airbus A320
Family, Boeing 737 NG/MAX, ATR 72

Pics: Suman Reddy D

\sia to commemorate

s movie, Kabali

the aircraft.

“Apart from patience,
this work also needs tre-
mendous precision be-
cause if the paint is not
appropriately distributed
on the aircraft it can ad-
versely impact the flight’s
stability. So, every part is
welghed post the livery
work to ensure there’s no
excess anywhere,” said
Ashok Gopinath, adding
how the paint for the work
is imported from western
countries that are also en-
vironment friendly:

Scan this QR code to

know how Hyderabad

is emerging as Global
Aircraft Livery Hub

@ We are pleased
our second

aircraft is now
entering service. Our
new and returning
customers will be
impressed to see this
stunning aircraft at
their home airports

~Tero Taskila |
CHAIRMAN AND CEO OF
BEOND, WORLD'S FIRST
PREMIUM LEISURE AIRLINE
FROM MALDIVES

It takes at least

8-10 days (on an
average) to complete
each aircraft. At least
10 people are at work
at the same time to
complete it because
it involves a lot of
intricacies
-Satish Kumar

@ The tail of the
“aircraft requires

maximum time and
effort. The technique
is tough and there is
no room for error

— Sridhar Redd
\ y

We have been seeing 20-30% growth in
livery work every year. Also, while we
started with domestic airlines alone, currently
\, 70% (approx) of our business comes from
* international aviation players
—Ashok Gopinath | PresIDENT, GMR AERO TECHNIC
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After tech &
pharma, Hyderabad
has now become a
sought-after
destination for
international
aviation players,
who want to get their
aircraft painted &
branded

-‘:\....'**

q /—;[fﬁil!ﬁ.};%

CRRTITIT I I I T et

Sudipta.Sengupta@timesofindia.com

he freshly minted fleet of Air
India Express that took to the
skies recently, has a strong
Hyderabad connection. Most
of these Boeing 737 Max planes flaunt-
ing Indian art on their tails — from
Bandhani to Kalamkari and Phulkari
to Jamdani — were hand painted by a
dedicated team at the city’'s GMR Aero
Technic MRO facility, based at Rajiv
Gandhi International Airport (RGIA).

But the domestic airline isn't
the only one making a landing
in Hyderabad.

Aero Technic MRO has aircraft fly-
ing in from multiple foreign locations
- UAE, Kuwait, Maldives, Philippines,
Bangladesh to name a few — for a simi-
lar glam up, fast turning the local facil-
ity into a global hub for aircraft livery
(painting and branding done on the ex-
terior of an aircratft). It also has a bunch
of private luxury jets, owned by top
industrialists across the world, being
wheeled in here for a makeover.

Booked for 2 years

Such is the demand that the MRO
is booked for the next 24 months, with
about 35 to 40 projects scheduled per
year. And this, despite it serving only
narrow-body aircraft (small commer-

b
ASH OF COLOUR
2

.l‘w

cial planes) for now.
Apart from the luxu

Iy ;f space, our USP alscz; Tl M Es

lies in having a dedicated
team of skilled painters who have been
hand-picked and trained at the facility.
This work requires great precision,”
said Ashok Gopinath, president and
accountable manager at GMR Aero
Technic, adding, “Given the growing de-
mand for livery work, we are now plan-
ning to start a similar painting facility
for wide-body aircraft — adjacent to the
existing unit — by 2025.”

Eye on future markets

There are other plans as well. To
tap into the markets in Africa and CIS
countries, like Azerbaijan. “Though we
are getting some work from Kazakh-
stan and Uzbekistan, the market has
tremendous potential which we wish to
explore. We are also eyeing Africa and
Europe and are even making our de-

but appearance at the MRO Europe
trade show in Spain later this yearn,”
said Gopinath.

Along with the talent pool,
what’s also drawing many to the Hy-
derabad facility is the cost that’s sig-
nificantly lower than in the US and

T S

Europe — two other markets for this
job. While livery work in Hyderabad
ranges between $150,000 (Rs 1.3
crore approx) and $200,000 (Rs 1.7
crore approx), it is at least 40% to
50% higher in the West.

“We have been seeing 20%

to 30% growth in livery work
every year. Also, while we started
with domestic airlines alone, cur-
rently 70% (approx) of our busi-
ness comes from international
aviation players,” said the Aero
Technic president.
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Sourcing from India up 20x in 5 yrs: GE

Saurabh.Sinha
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Aircraft engine
major GE Aerospace is betting
big on India by increasing its
exports from the country *“20
times” in just five years from
pre-Covid 2018 to 2022,

It 1s developing the next
gen “open fan architecture”
engines that promise to make
flving 20% more fuel efficient
by middle of next decade at its
John F Welch Technology
Centre (JFWTC) in Bengalu-
ru. Having over 1,300 engines
in India with 2,000 more (along
with CFM, its JV with French
major Safran) on order that
will be delivered over next ni-
ne years, the company 1s open
to having an engine MRO (ma-
intenance, repair, overhaul)

facility here at the right time.

“India is not just a big
market with a huge potential
for us to grow, it also has the
right talent that makes it an
integral part of our supply
chain. Exports from our 13
Indian suppliers, including
Tata Advanced Systems
(TASL), have grown 20 times
from 2018 to 2022. These parts
2o into making of our engi-
nes. We have been present in
India’s aerospace ecosystem
for 40 years now and are gro-
wing very rapidly,” GE Aero-
space CEO (south Asia) Vik-
ram Rai told TOI. He, howe-
ver, did not disclose value of
exports from India.

GE Aerospace had signed
a multi-year contract with
TASL in Nov 2022, Under this
the Tata company will produ-

India is not just a big

market with a huge
potential for us to grow, it
also has the right talent that
makes it an integral part of
our supply chain... We
continue to
evaluate an engine
MRO (maintenance,
repair, overhaul)

facility here

—VIKRAM RAI |
GE AEROSPACE CEO
(SOUTH ASIA)

cecommercialaircraftengine
components worth §1 billion
and supply them to GE’s glo-
bal engine manufacturing
factories. “As of now we have
over 1,310 engines in India on
the Boeing 787 Dreamliners,
B777s and Airbus A320neo fa-
mily planes with airlines like

AirIndia, IndiGoand Vistara.
Indian carriers currently ha-
ve 1,100-1,200 planes on order.
GE Aerospace and CFM will
be delivering 2,000 engines
over next eight-nine vears at
the rate of one aircraft with
our engines per week in that
timeframe,” Raisaid.

When the company has a
threshold of engine numbers
in India, it will have a viable
case for establishing a MRO
facility in the country “We
continue to evaluate an engi-
ne MRO here,” he said.

“A lot of the research on
this CFM Rise programme is
happening at our Bengaluru
facility These engines being
developed initially for narrow
body planes are expected to
become a reality by the midd-
le of nextdecade,” Raiadded.
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Two hours of
rain holds up
35flights

Times News NETwoRK

Chennai: At least 35 flights
were delayed and diverted to
other destinations, and two
flighis {one from Sri Lanka)
were cancelled on Wednesday
night due to unfavourable
conditions at the airport after
asudden downpour:

Flights from Bhubanes-
war, Kozhikode, Varanasi,
Trichy, Bangkok, and Kuala
Lumpur were delayed by an
hour as they were not able to
land in Chennaidue to poorvi-
sibility and a wet runway. So-
urces said some fights were
hovering for up to an hour. So-
me flights were diverted to
Bengaluru and Trichy and
one flight was sent to Hydera-
bad. Similarly, flights to Mum-
baiand Sharjah could not take
off on time due Passengers
hadtowait inthe loungetillla-
te in the night.

Airport authorities said
factors such as poor visibility
and wind factors delaved ape-
rations. However, there was
no waterlogging . Flight ope-
rations normalised after mid-
night when the runway beca-
me clear.
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