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Hills & rail line
stall Bhadradri
airport plans

Warangal Gets
Nod For 2496cr
Airport Works

U.sudhakarreddy
@timesofindia.com

Hyderabad: The proposed
greenfield airport at Bhad
radrl Kothagudem has sufle
red a setback after the Alr-
ports Authority of  Indin
LAAT found the identified si-
e unauiiable becanse of the
surrounding hills and a ralk
way line The Centre, howe-
ver, sabd Warsngal Alrport
had received  in-principle
approvalal an estimated cost
of v486.6crore, including Go-
pds and Serviees Tax (GST),
Ministorof state for Civil
Aviation Murlidhar Mohol
todid thee Rajyva Sabha on July
) that the AAT conducted &
pre-feasibility study in Jan
25 ut the proposed sitecove
Fing Ramay, ;

lages in Al
dirm. The slte wirs found (o be
unfersible because of the ter-
radn and the railway Hne

‘No site-clearance bid®
Mohol said no fresh pro-
posal seeliing site clearance
under the Greenfield Alr
parts Policy, 2008, hnd been
received for Bhadrade] Kod
hagudem. Implementstion
and funding of greenfizld
alrport projects rested witl
the alrport developer, he ail-
did. Ravi Charddra Vaddirs

P Mo s Lt ol

BHADRADRI SITE UNVIABLE: AAl

i, thie BRS MPfrom Telanga-
nii, hivd peked the Centre
it had received a
fresh feasibllity report sul
mitted by the state govi inJu-
o BIMA [ proposed green-
field airport & Bhadradrei
HKothagudem.  The  repart
was il bobe hased on i new.
Iy identified 667-acre site
spriad across Seethampela
and Sujathanmgar villnges.
However, the Centre sald
that whilean earlior Al stu
dy hadd found the previous si-
te uinsuitable becaise of ne
arby hills and a railway line,
1t had not rece edany propoe
sal seeling mandatory site
clearance for the new loca-
Hon underaleports policy
In another reply to Cong-
ress MP Vim Narender Hed-
dy, Mohol said Telangana
ewd submited proposals for
airports at Adilabad and Ped-
dapalll. For Adilabad, the
AAl completed o fechno-eco
nomie feasibility study for
developing the alrport asajo
int-user airfield and commu-
nicated the land require
ment to the state govt. For
Pecdapalll, the AAT submi
ted pre-feasibility study for
reentleld alrport
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Odisha puts aviation push on runway: 5 airports, 2 int’l gateways by 2030

HEMANT EUMAR ROUT
Bhubaneswar, I7 puby

The Odisha povernment has drawn
upran ambitious aviation Hizhtpath
to transform the state’s air connec
tivity from a transport utility into a
key engine of economic growth,
industrial expansion, and
tourism=led development.

The state has issued adraft of its
nirw civil vistion policy that envi-
sions douhbling the number of oper-
ational airports from five o 10by
2028-29 and developing two more
international airports to handle an
estimated 10 million passenpers
and 1.5 million tonnes of cargo
annually. According to the draft
Ddisha Civil Aviation Policy 2026,
two now greenficld intermational
airports have been planned at Puri
and Pemadipio cater to tourism and

respectively, while five more
domestic airports will be made fully
operational over the next three
years, The state currently has one
operational international airport at
Bhuhaneswar and four domestic
airports at Rourkela, JTharsugoda,
Jeypore, and Utkela (Ealahandi).
While the Shree Jagannath
Imtemational Airport Puri is con-
ceived primarily as a pateway for
religions and intermational tour-
tsm. the Paradip airport will be
designed as a carpo-centric avi-
stion hub integrated with the part,
petrochemical industries, and the
Petroteum, Chemicals and Petro-
chemicals Imvestment Begion.

The dmaft policy proposes
uperading 12 existing airports and
dormant sirstrips bo create anavi-
ation network that connects cvery
region of the state with national and
global markets. Unlike previous avi-

Flightpath

Planned greenfield international airports

® Puri | = Paradip
Airportsfairstrips with planned expansion

& Al & Copalpur (Ganjam)

& Malkangiri ® [amadarpali (Sambalpur)
m Rangeilunda (Ganjam) ® Dotma (Muapada)

m Amarda Road (Mayurbhanj) | » Raiswan (Kendujhar)

# Birasal {Dhenkanal)
& Dandbose (Mayurbhanj)

& Sativata (Baragada)
® Tuzra [Balangir)

ation plans that focused largely on
passenger moverment, the draft
policy positions airpors ascata-
Iysts for industrialisation. twill
link airport expansion with logistics
jparks, cango terminals, mainten-
ance, repair and overhaul facilities,

aviation skilling institutions, and
airport-led cconomic zones.

The policy seeks lounbock the
coonomic potential of several
undenstilised airstrips. Rourkela is
proposed to become a full-Hedged
commercial airport with a umvay

capable of handling Airbus Az30
and Boeing 737 atrcraft. Angul's air-
strip is proposed to support charter
operations for the state’s rapidly
ecxpanding industrial corridor,
while Rangeilunda near Berham-
pur will be developed for commer-

cial operations serving coastal
tourism and strategic defenoe
TegUiTEments.

Debadatta Suranjita Jena,
special secretary to the commerce
and transport department and
director of civil aviation, Govern-
ment of Odisha, said the proposed
network is not merely about con-
structing airports; it & about build-
ing economic pateways. Officials
expect the integrated ecosystem to
improve export competitiveness,
attract investments, penemte high-
value employment, and strengthen
Odisha’s manufacturing base. As
the state prepares to convert record
imvestment commiltments into
operational projects, airports are
expected to serve as critical gate-
ways formanufacturing, mgports,
logistics, and business mobility,”
said an official of the coimmeTce

and transport department.

Over the past two years, Odisha
has attracted investment commit-
mentsworth T20 trillion across sec-
tors, The state has indicated that it
cxpects toattract investments of &
similar magnitude over the next
two to three years while shifting its
focus from signing memaoranda of
understanding to grounding pro-
jects through faster land acguisi-
thon, infrastricturne coeation, and
last-mileconnectivity.

Paradip has been envisazed as
castern India’s integrated air cargp
eateway, combining airport infra-
structure with the port, multimo-
dal logistics parks, and industrial
corridors. Similar cargo eco-
systems have been proposed for
Bhubaneswar, Tharsuguda, and
Dhamra, complete with cold
chains, air freight stations, Cus-
toms facilities, and dedicated
express cargo infrastructure,
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AIRPORT READY FOR

TAKI

S VISWANATH @ Vijayawada

NORTH Andhra is going to
witness a4 major milestone in
development with the com-
missioning of the Alluri Sita-
rama Raju International Air-
port at Bhogapuram in
Vizianagaram district on Au-
gust 1 by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Built at a
cost of nearly 24,727 crore in
a record time of 31 months,
the airport is ready to com-
mence operations.

Extensive arrangements
are underway for the Prime
Minister's visit and the inau-
guration ceremony. The gov-
ernment views Bhogapuram
Adrport not merely as an in-
frastructure project, but
as a transformational
asset for the entire North
Andhra region.

£-OFF ON AUG1

Bhogapuram is among the
fastest-completed Greenfield
international airports in In-
dia completed within 31
months, nearly five months
ahead of schedule. The air-
port has already secured the
DGCA aerodrome licence,
along with all required safiety,
fire and environmental clear-
ances The airport has been
designed to handle 6 million
passengers annually in the
first phase, with a master
plan to expand capacity to 40
million passengers annually
in the future. The project is
expected to play a pivotal role
in boosting economic growth,
tourism, industrial invest-
ments, exports, logistics, aer-
ospace and defence sectors
across the erstwhile Visa-
khapatnam, Vizianagaram
and Srikakulam districts.

Advanced airfield light

A key highlight is its 3.800-
metre Code-E runway, capable
of handling wide-body aircraft
such as the Boeing 777, Boeing
787 Dreamliner, Airbus A330
and Airbus A340. The airport is
also equipped with advanced
airfield lighting, navigation aids
and CNS/AATM infrastructure.

The airport has been devel-
oped by GMR Visakhapatnam
International Airport Limit-
ed (GVIAL) under the Public-
Private Partnership (PPP)
model using the Design,
Build, Finance, Operate and
Transfer (DBFOT)
framework.
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UP Govt to launch aviation-focused
girls’ school near Noida airport

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B Noida

A 480-seat Sarvodaya resi-
dential school for girls
being built near the Noida
International Airport at
lewar is expected to begin
functioning from the next
academic session in April
2027, officials said on
sunday. The Uttar Pradesh
Government has decided to
develop the school as a
centre of excellence (CoE)
foraviation, considering its
proximity to the airport to
prepare students for
careers in the aviation
sector, they said.
Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for
Social Welfare, Asim Arun,
said, "Our objective is not
only to provide quality and
modern education to the
daughters of the state but
also to equip them for
careers in emerging fields
such as aviation. The

Sarvodaya school will prove
to be a milestone in giving
wings to their aspirations.”
According to the officials,
The Doon School will
provide academic mentor-
ship and institutional
support to help develop
the school into a world-
class educational institu-
tion. Experienced teachers
and experts from The Doon
School will regularly visit
the campus and provide
guidance in teaching
methods, school adminis-
tration and co-curricular
activities, they said.

The CEO of the Boarding
Schools’ Association of
India (BSAl}, Sapna Sukul,

| said the collaboration aims

to ensure that quality edu-
cation reaches every child,
and hoped that more
boarding schools associat-

™ ed with the organisation

would join the initiative in
future. Menawhile, |ewar
MLA Dhirendra Singh has
laid the foundation for a
modern composite school
to be built at an estimated
cost of 225 crore.

The school, to be con-
structed by the Uttar
Pradesh Projects
Corporation Limited on
around six acres of land
provided by the Yamuna
Expressway Industrial
Development Authority
(YEIDA), will offer education
from pre-primary to Class 12
with smart classrooms,
science and computer lab-
oratories, a library and
sports facilities.
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Fakebombthreattriggers
security alertat Lucknow

International Airport

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Lucknow, 26 July

A fake bomb threat was
reported at Chaudhary Charan
Singh International Airport
here on Friday night. triggering
a security alert.

Security agencies conducted
a thorough search of the
airport. However, no suspicious
object was found, sources
said on Sunday.

According to sources, an
unidentified person called
the Dial 112 emergency helpline
ataround 11:50 p.m.on Friday
and reported that a bomb
had been planted at the airport.

The police immediately
alerted the airport security
agencies. When security
personnel atternpted to contact
the caller, the phone number
was found to be switched
off.

The airport’s Bomb Threat
Asgessment Committee (BTAC),
along with other security
agencies, carried out an
extensive search operation
from 12:10 a.m. to 1:05 a.m.

Allentry points and baggage
were thoroughly checked
using scanners, while
the CISF conducted intensive
patrolling of the cargo
terminal.
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Centre reviews DGCA'S
airline approval timeline

(—
Rohit Vaid
New Deth|

The Centre is reviewing
whether the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation's
(MZCA) approval process
for launching scheduled air-
lines can be streamlined as
part af a broader overhaul of
India's aviztion regulatory
framework aimed at hower-
ing entry barriers and en-
couraging more private play-
ers, sources told businessine.,
The move follows the gov-
emment's wider review of
regulations governing airline
entry, Last week, brsinessiine
reparted thae the Centre had
identified several hurdles,
including the 0720 rube, that
miake it difficult for corpor-
ates toset up airlines.
Officials familiar with the
deliberations  said  policy-
makers are examining licens-
ing procedures, security
clearances, minimum capital
requirements  and  man-
wer-related  regulations.
ﬁc focus is on !ﬁcurr:nl
multi-stage approval process
umder which airlines must
sequentially obtain a no-ob-
jection  certificate  (NQC),
security clearance and an Air

Ciperator Certificate [AGCY
before commencing  com-
iberckil operations

APPROVALS FROCESS
The Mintstry af Civil A
ation is assessing whether
these procedures can be m-
thoralised withoant diliting
regulatory eafeguards. Ac-
cording to sources, the se-
uential approvals  ofien
lay commercial launches
and impose significant com-
liance costs before airlines
tn earning reveniue,

The government i3 also re-
viewing rules governing
ownership changes, manage-
el FeSCrUCTunng and cor-
porate approvals. At present,
airlines are reguired to ob-
tain fresh regulatory and se-
curity clearances following
significant changes in own-
ership a process that can
slow fundraising.

The Ministry is also ex-
amining the minimom paid
up capital norms prescribed
for scheduled airlines based
on fleet size and aircraft.
Sources saild the existing
thresholds may no longer re-
Aect the realitics of an in-
dustry dependent on aircraft
leasing and new financing
miodeds.
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A-I's transformation
a 5-10-year journey:
Tata Sons chairman

Alr India's ransformation journey must
be seen as a five- to 10-year journey con-
sidering the years-long supply chain dis-
ruptions in key components, the need to
overhaul the legacy systems, culture, fleet
and creation of a large cadre of airline pro-
fesslonals, according to Tata Sons Chair-
man N Chandrasekaran.

While mentioning that significant
progress has been made in the trans-
formation journey, he said every great air-
line in history was built over decades, not
quarters. "Rebuilding Air India is a long
journey: fleet renewal, training, service
transformation, network expansion.
Every great airline in history was built
over decades, not quarters,” he said.

Pl
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IndiGo appoints
Thadimarrias CFO

IndiGo, India’s larpest airline, said on
Monday it has appointed insider Kiran
Thadimarrl as its chief financial officer.
replacing Gaurav Negi. Thadimarri, cur-
rently IndiGa’s depury CFO, had previouasly
worked with Indian e-comumerce firm Udaan
and General Electric . His appointment is
effective July 28. Negi, who had been the air-
line's finance chief since 2002, would transi-
tion to the role of an adviser. IndiGo forecast
largely flat capacity growth for the current
quarter afier posting a second consecutive
quarterly loss last week. Margins of airlines
such as IndiGo, which do not hedge fuel
costs, have been squeezed by a surge In jet
fuel prices after the lran conflict pushed
crude oil prices above 8100 abarrel.  rEUTERS
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AIR INDIA REMAINS BIGGEST LOSS-MAKER FORTHE GROUP

One-off gains drive 22%
jump in Tata Sons' PAT

& Divi -
m]i){;‘:ll]dEEt]E:]TlS fﬂ[' FY26 SCORECARD Tata Sons financials
tl = Cl t_ " (Tcr) m FY25 mFY26 <P yo-v % chg (For) MEFY25 B FY26 9 y—o-v%chg
Dllly at e Revenue from Cither Profit *includes
a decade as TCS F-I‘:EEE] % opemtians® incame dividend
y Revenue §<4 8.6 income
payout declines (71,870 |
0,859 | ? oo
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Tata Digital Tata Electronics
TATA SONS ON Monday
reported a 21.8% rise in profit

after tax (PAT) for FY2 6, aided

largely by one-timegains from &
the sale of investments and —
securities, even as losses at its <4812 N5344 9218 410

long-gestation businessessuch
as Air India, Tata Electronics
and Tata Digital continued to
weigh on earnings, according
to the holding company’s
annual report.

PATroseto ¥31,961 crorein
FY26 from¥26,231.74 crorea
yearago, despite a 10% decline
in dividend income to
¥32,528.36 crore.The increase
in protit was driven by a sharp
jump in other income to
¥6,798.18 crore from ¥124.88
crorein FY25, largely due toa
¥6,530.64-crore gain from the
saleof investments, buyback of
securities and premium
received on redemption of
debentures. Revenue for the
Tata Group helding company
rose 9.1% to ¥42,366.55 crore
duringtheyear.

The decline in dividend
income marked only the third
such fallinthe pastdecade,with
all three instances coinciding
with lower dividend payouts
from Tata Consultancy Services
(TCS), Tata Sons'largest source of
dividends. Dividend receipts

Source: Tata Sons annual report

from TCS fell to ¥28,290.94
crore in FY26 from €32,184.19
crore in the previous year.

While dividends from
maturebusinesses continuedto
underpin Tata Sons’earnings,
the group’s newer bets in semi-
conductors, digital commerce
and aviationremained in invest-
ment mode.

Air India remained the
group’s biggest loss-making
business, reporting revenue of
¥71,870 crore and a net loss of
¥22,238 crorein FY26 as the
airline continued its multi-year
transtormation. Tata Digital
posted revenue of ¥35,990
crore and a net loss of 4,974
crore,whileTata Electronics'rev-
enuewas¥1,31,082 crorewitha
netlossof¥ 1,611 crore.

Inhismessageto sharehold-
ers, Tata Sons Chairman N
Chandrasekaran said the
group’sinvestments in aviation,
semiconductors and digital

businesses should be viewed as
long-term institution-building
efforts rather than near-term
financial bets.

Highlighting the progressat
Tata Electronics, Chan-
drasekaran said it had, in just
tour years, become the fourth-
largest Tata Group company by
revenue and was on track to
become India’s first integrated
player across the electronics
value chain. He said operating
profits had reached breakeven
and pointed to milestones
including the construction of
India’s first high-volume semi-
conductor fabrication facilityat
Dholera, packaging of the coun-
try's first indigenous micro-
processor and development of
capabilities acrosssemiconduc-
tor manufacturing, advanced
packaging and materials.

On Tata Digital, Chan-
drasekaran said the company
had navigated an e-commerce

market reshaped by the rapid
riseofquickcommerce. Despite
continuing losses, the business
had scaled to a gross merchan-
dise value (GMV) of 46,515
crore in fouryears. He said Tata
Neu would now sharpen its
focus onfinancial services,with
plans to increase monthly pay-
ments users tenfold while
expanding its lending and
insurance offerings.

Referring to Air India, Chan-
drasekaran described FY26 as
the airline’s most challenging
year, citing airspace closures,
higher fuel prices, foreign
exchange volatility and the
Al171 crash. The carrier never-
theless made progress on fleet
refurbishment, customer expe-
rience and operational perfor-
mance,adding that rebuilding
AirIndia would be a long-term
effort spanning fleet renewal,
training, service transformation
and network expansion.
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Kiran Thadimarri to succeed
Gaurav Negi as IndiGo CFO

HITIN KUMAR
Mew Delhi, July 27

THE BOARD OF Inter
Globe Aviation,
the pamnt of
IndiGo,on Monday
appod nted
Kiran Thadimarri
a% its chief financial officer
(CFO), feplacing Gatrav Negi,
wha has been redesignated as
advisorto the Managing Direc
tor Rahul Bhatia,

Negi stepped down as CFO
at the close of businéess hours
on July 27 and will assume his
fiewiuleas advizortothe man
aging director. Thadimarm,
currenthy the deputy CFO, will
take overas CFO and keyman-
agerial personne from fuly 28,
the company sald in a regula-
tory filing

The aidine did not specify
the reason for the manage
ment reshuffle, saying only
that Negi was tmnsitioning to
the advisory role and Thadi

marnwas being elevated from
deputy CFO's role,

A chartered accountant,
Thadimarrl has more than 24
years of experience in finance,
A A i ng controllers hiEr_
finandial planning and analy
sis (FI&A), business finance,
reasury, capital rmising, audit,
taxation and investor rela-
tions,

Before joining IndiGo, he
held leadership rolesat Inter
Ulobe Enterprises, business
to-business ¢ commence plat-
form Udaan, where he served
as finance leader, and Gen-

works Health, where hewas co-
fiounder and CFO, He also spent
more than 13 years at General
Electric (GE)

Negi has over two decades
of experience in finanoe, cor
porate govermance and busi
nessopemtions. Before joining
IndiGo, he spent 13 years at
GE, where he was part of its
glabal leadership progmm mes
mfimanceand executive man
agement.

In his last rode at GE, Negi
was CFO for GE Renewable
Onshore Wind in the Asia-

Pacific region,
Separately, the alrline
mformed stockexchanges that

it had recetved an order from
the Principal Commissionerof
Custom s, New Delhi, confirm-
ing a demand arising from a
revised  classification  of
imported goods for the penod
betweenApn! 2020 and March
2024.

The order also imposed a
penalty of ¥ 114 crore.
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INDIGO AIRCRAFT

MAKES EMERGENCY
LANDING IN RAJKOT
AFTER SMOKE ALERT

AHMEDABAD: A Delhi-Mumbai
IndiGo flight made an emer-
gency landing in Rajkot on Mon-
day after the flight crew reported
detecting smoke in the aircraft's
cargo hold, officials said.
“All185 passengers, including
two infants, and seven crew
members are safe. The pilots
detected smoke in the cargp
area, following which the air-
craft made an emergency land-
ing at Rajkot. The aircraft has
been taken for inspection,” said
Rajkot collector and district
magisirate Om Prakash. s
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Smoke alert diverts IndiGo flight to Rajkot

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes com

AHMEDABAD: An IndiGo flight
from Dubai to Mumbai was
diverted to Rajkot International
Airport on Monday after the cock-
pit received a smoke indication
from the aircraft’s cargo hold,
prompting the crew to declare an
emergency, officials aware of the
matter said.

Flight 6E-1452, an Airbus A321
carrying 185 passengers and crew,
landed safely at Hirasar airport at
3.27 pm. All those on board were
evacuated safely and no injuries
were reported.

Adrport authorities declared an
emergency at 245 pm after receiv-
ing information from the flight
crew about suspected smoke in

All those on board were Evacuateﬂsafely at Hirasar n.u'pnrt il

the cargo hold. Fire and rescue
teams, along with other emer-
gency services, were kept on
standby before the aircraft landed.

“All 185 passengers, including

two infants, and seven crew mem-
bers are safe. The pilots detected
smoke in the cargo area, following
which the aircraft made an emer-
gency landing at Rajkot. The air-

craft has been taken for inspec-
tion,” said Rajkot collector and dis-
trict magistrate Om Prakash.

The aircraft was taken for
barked. The cause of the smoke
indication is yet to be ascertained.
The flight was operating from
Dubai to Mumbai when the inci-
dent took place.

An IndiGo spokesperson said
Flight 6E-1452 was “diverted to
Rajkot Interational Airport today
as a precautionary measure due to
atechnical issue”.

“An inspection of the aircraft is
currently underway before it is
cleared to resume operations. An
alternate aircraft is being arranged
to complete the journey and in the
meantime, we are assisting our
customers...”
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Air India revival may
take a decade: Chandra

Abhishek Law

abhisheklaw@livemint.com

Tata Sons has reset expectations
for Air India's revival, with
chairman N. Chandrasekaran
telling shareholders that build-
ing a global airline is a five- to
10-year effort rather than a mat-
ter of quarters, signalling the
turnaround will take longer
than originally envisaged.

The comments, made in Tata
Sons’ FY26 annual report
released on Monday, are the
first time Chandrasekaran has
publicly framed Air India's
transformation over such a long
horizon since the Tata Group
regained control of the airline in
January 2022,

“Every great airline in history
was built over decades, not
quarters,” (Chandrasekaran
wrote. “Given where it began,
Air India’s transformation must
be seen as a five- to ten-year
journey, considering the years-
long supply chain disruptions in
key components, the need to
overhaul legacy systems, cul-
ture and fleet, and the creation
of a large cadre of technical and
airline professionals.”

He described the task as
rebuilding the airline through
“fleet renewal, training, service
transformation and network
expansion.”

The remarks effectively
extend the timeline beyond
Vihaan.Al, the five-year trans-

N.Chandrasekaran,chairman,

Tata Sons. REUTERS
formation programme unveiled
in September 2022 under outgo-
ing chief executive Campbell
Wilson to restore profitability
and rebuild Air India into a
world-class carrier.

Instead, FY26 became Air
India’s toughest year since
returning to the Tata fold. The
closure of Pakistani airspace
from April 2025, the fatal AII71
crash in June of same year, the
conflict in West Asia and higher
tuel costs disrupted operations,
while aircraft delivery delays
constrained expansion.

Air India also cut several
domestic and international
routes to stem losses. Wilson,
meanwhile, announced his res-
ignation in April and is
expected to step down in Sep-
tember. A successor is yet to be
announced.
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All187 passengers and seven crew members of the aircraft
deboarded safely at Rajkot airport on Monday. express

GUJARAT

Dubai-Mumbai IndiGo flight makes
precautionary landing in Rajkot

AMUMEBAI-BOUND IndiGo flight from Dubai made an
emergency landing at the Hirasar International Airportin
Gujarat’s Rajkot on Monday. The IndiGo flight (6E 1452)
took off from Dubai International Airport at about 11.30 am
IST and was bound for Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Inter-
national Airport in Mumbai when it was diverted to Rajkot
as part of a precautionary measure. Police officers said the
reason for the unscheduled landing was the alleged detec-
tion of smoke from the cargo hold of the aircraft. However,
noadverse incident was reported during this landingin
Rajkot, and all 187 passengers and seven crew members of
the aircraft deboarded safely. ENS
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Tata Sons profit rises 22%,

Air Indialosses double

Mumbai: Tata Sons, the princi-
pal holding company of the
Tatagroup, reported a 21.8% rise
in profit after tax to Rs 31,961.11
crore in FY26, compared with
Rs526,231.74 crore in FY25, even
asthe group'saviation business,
Alir India, saw its losses more
than double during the year.
Revenue at Tata Sons rose
9.1% to Rs 42,366.55 crore in
FY26, according to the com-
pany's annual report. The com-
pany has also recommended a

final dividend of Rs 1.11 lakh per
share. Based on his holding of
4,060 shares in Tata Sons, Noel
Tata, Chairman of Tata Trusts,
will receive about Rs 45 crorein
dividend income,

AirIndia’s losses more than
doubled to Rs 22,238 crore in
FY26 from Rs 10,859 crore in
FY25. At the same time, its rev-
enuedeclined toRs 71,870 crore
from Rs 78,636 crore during the
year. ENS FULLREPORTON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM
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Alr India to modify Boeing 787 over
possible door assist handle issue

NEW DELHI: Air India is car-
rying out certain modifications
in some of its Boeing 787 planes
to address a possible issue with
door assist handles, sources said
against the backdrop of the US
Federal Aviation Administra-
tion (FAA) issuing an airwor-
thiness directive regarding the
issue.

FAA, earlier this month,
adopted the directive for cer-
tain Boeing 787-8, 787-9 and
787-10 models after reports of
door assist handles pulled loose
from their lower attach point in
the doorway support bracket
during pre-flight checks.

The watchdog has asked air-
lines to make modifications in
certain models since detach-

ment of door assist handles
could cause injuries to passen-
gers, crew or maintenance per-
sonnel when opening the door.

Currently, Air India has a
fleet of 35 Dreamliners, com-
prising 26 legacy Boeing 787-
8sand 9 Boeing 787-9s. Out of
the 787-9s, 3 are new, and the
remaining 6 are from erstwhile
Vistara.

Air India has a total of 185

planes, including narrow-bod-
ies and wide-bodies,

One of the sources said the
airline is aware of the FA A’ air-
worthiness directive and there is
no impact on the current flight
operations or safety aspects.

In line with the directive,
Air India is carrying out the
necessary modifications in a
phased manner, and modifica-
tions have been completed for
some of the legacy aircraft, the
source said.

Details about the number
of Air India Dreamliners that
need modifications could not
be ascertained.

There were no official
comments from Air India and
Boeing, Pl
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‘Rebuilding Air India a long journey’

Tata Sons chairman assures support to the airline even as it reports highest-ever loss of 22,000 crore in FY26

ARSHAD KHAN @ New Delhi

REBUILDING Air India isa long
journey, and the airline’s trans-
formation must be 2een as a five-
to-10-year journey, said Tata
Sons chairman N Chandraseka-
ran while reiterating the Tata
group's commitment to rebuild-
ing Air India into a world-class
airdine The reassurance to sup-
port Air India comes as the air
line reported its highest-ever an-
nual loss in FY26.

*A nation of 1.4 billion people,
with one of the world's fastest-
growing economies, deserves a
world-class flag carrier Rebuild-
ing Air India is a long journev:
fleet renewal, training, service
transformation, and network ex
pansion, Every great airline in
history was built over decades,
not quarters,” He said in his ad-
dress to shareholders in the Tata
Sons FY26 annual report. The
airline reported a net loss of
22 238 crore in FY?26, double the
10,859 crore loss a year ago. The
airline's revenue declined to

71,870 crore in FY26 from
¥78,636 crore in FY25.
Meanwhile, Tata Group's rev-
enue at the aggregate level grew
by 7.8% to T16.24,030 crore in
FY¥28, while profit after tax grew
81.9% to¥1.70,525 crore. Revenue
for Tata Sons, the primary in-
vestment holding company and
promoter of the Tata Group,
grew by 8.1% to T42 367 crore in
FY26, while PAT grew 21.8% to

-sonll EECED

Group's tota TS B

TEVenue rose

7.8%0 01| & 45
rufnm lakhor REELRA - Lo7E]
in FY26, while

net profit -552| ElSﬁﬁ
surged 57% :
TR 456 1620

frore.

31,961 crore. Tata Sons board
has recommended a final divi-
dend of 110,717 per share, sub-
ject to shareholders’ approval.
He said this year (FY26), Air
India faced three external head-
winds — airspace closures, West
Asia conflict-driven fuel price
hikes and foreign exchange fluc.
tuations; and the crash of AI71
made it the most challenging_
year for Air India. “Few busi-
nesses are as vilnerable to war
and fuel pressures as aviation,”
added the chairman.

He stated that given where it
began, Air India's transforma.
tion must be seen as a five- to-10-
yvear journey, considering the
vears-long supply chain disrup-
tions in kev components, the
need to overhaul legacy systems,
culture and fleet, and the crea-

p—

L3082 }

a“"f’ - Loss-making unlisted cos of Tata Sons
v-*c‘éémﬂa- nam

rvon 0efl] DR
TatapisiTAL g0 FETTR
CTRONICS 70 X {66,601
AGRATAS 41| 2 15
TATA PROJECTS 697|024
TATA PLAY 29| J4109
TATAREALTY & INFRA 47 |2,008

W Net Prafit | 8 Revenwe | Al values in Rupaes crore

tion of a large cadre of technical @

and airline professionals.
After Air India, Tata Digital

was the biggest losz-making Every great
b P airline in
group entity, with losses rising to hictory was
¥4,974 crore in FY26 from 74,610 Balit mer
crove in FY25 Among other un- decades, not
listed firms, Agratas (¥1,101cr), in quarters
Play (€552 ot Tata Project @351 .
\j cr ta e

cr), and Tata Realty .'1Jru:l Infra Chandrasekaran,

(T456 or) reported losses in FYZ6. %rﬁ”}:ﬂm

In listed pack, Tata Chemicals
posted net loss of 1,715 crore
and Tejas Network loss was at
9089 crore last fiscal. Tata Sons
will hold its annual general
mesting (AGM) on August 18,
with the upcoming meeting ex-
pected to discuss the reappoint-
ment of chairman N Chan-
drasekaran as a director,
among other topics.

STRATEGY

Tata Group to build
full AT stack, sees
long-term growth

PADMINI DHRUYARAJ @ Bangalun

TATA GROUP has outlined a strategy to build a
full Al stack, covering semiconductors, data cen-
tres, enterprise software and physical infrastruc.
ture, according to the chairman's letter in Tata
Sons"” Annual Report 202526,

Chairman N Chandrasekaran said the group
sees Al as a long-term opportunity that goes be-
yond developing Al models, with a focus on
building the infrastructure needed to support
technology “1 have said before Al is a profound,
civilizational shift and we are all working to un-
derstand how to build the infrastructure for in-
telligence that can be accessed by all,” he said.

The report said Tata Consultancy Services
(TCS) has reached an annualised Al revenue of
226 billion in the first quarter of FY27. It also
announced the 1 GW HyperVault Al data centre
platform and partnerships with OpenAl, Micro-
soft, AWS and Anthropic.

Chandrasekaran said enterprises need more
than access to Al technology, adding that organi-
sations must organise their data and integrate it
into IT systems that have developed over dec-
ades. “The opportunities offered by Al cannot be
captured by simply giving organisations ac-
cess to Al technology Enterprises need
to organise their data and integrate

it into IT systems that have evalved
over decades,” he said.
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IndiGo appoints Kiran
Thadimarri as CFO

New Delhi: IndiGo announced
the elevation of deputy CFO Kiran
Thadimarri to the post of chief
financial officer. Gaurav Negi,
who is currently the CFO, has
been re-designated as advisor to
the managing director, according
to a regulatory filing. Thadimarri,
a chartered accountant, will take
charge from July 28. acencies
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IndiGo flightmakes
emergencylanding

aftersmoke scare

NEW DELHE A Dubea-Mumbai
IndiGo fight carrying 104 pas-
senpers and crew  members
made an emergency landing at
the Rajlot Intemational Airport
in Gujarat on Monday after
smoke was detected in the car-
go hold area, airport authorities
saicl, All passengers were evac-
ated safely, while technicians
bepan eamining the plane to
ascertain the cause of the
smoke, the policesaid. —TNS
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Air India cuts flight time

Air India will deploy Boeing 7&87-9 aircraft on
Delhi-Toronto flights from August 1, eliminat:
ingYienna fuel stops and cutting trevel time
by nearly three hours.
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